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U Merchandise Trade I alance - 
Improves 
The cumulative trade balanciiforrTd U  
months of 1987 was $8.5 billion, a gain of almost 
$600 million over the same period of 1986. 

• Unemployment Rate Continues to 
Edge Down 
The October Labour Force Survey showed that the 
unemployment rate fell to 8.4%, the lowest rate 
recorded in six years. 

Record Numbers of Foreign Tourists 
The number of residents of countries other than the 
U.S. was up 13% in September, continuing the 
record-setting trend which began in May 1986. 

• Motor Vehicle Sales Slowing 
Motor vehicle sales have decreased an average of 
0.2% a month in the third quarter, compared to an 
average monthly increase of 1.1% in the first two 
quarters of 1987. 

• Composite Leading Indicator 
Continues to Register Strong Growth 
The indicator rose 0.9% in August, following 
similar increases in June and July and a series of 
strong advances which began in January 1987. 

• New Housing Price Index Up 
Sharply 
The September advance in new housing prices was 
mainly the result of rising land prices in Hamilton 
and Toronto. 

)

lhis issue also includes information on Labour 
Income and the Help-wanted Index.  

j
rchandise Trade Balance 
proves 

usted on a balance of payments basis and corrected 
seasonal fluctuations, the balance of merchandise 
e for the first nine months of 1987 was $8.5 billion. 
 represents a gain of $587 million from the balance 

recorded in the same period in 1986. The growth rate of 
imports was much slower than in the first nine months 
of 1986 (1.3% compared to 8.5%), while the growth of 
exports has increased slightly to 1.8%. 

In the third quarter, the balance dropped by $425 
million to $2.5 billion, its second consecutive decrease. 
The balance rose in the first two months of the quarter, 
but remained well below the levels recorded from 
February to May. 

Exports slipped by $52 million in the third quarter, 
dropping to $30.3 billion. Exports had also declined in 
the second quarter, following three consecutive 
quarters of growth. In the current quarter, the largest 
decreases were noted for exports of wheat, down by 
$296 million and for motor vehicle parts, down $260 
million. The largest increases recorded were for ex-
ports of trucks (+$137 million) and lumber (+ $131 
million). 

(continued on page 2) 
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Merchandise Trade 
Imports in the third quarter totalled $27.8 billion, or 

$373 million more than in the previous quarter. This 
was the first quarter in 1987 to register an advance in 
imports. The largest increases in the third quarter were 
recorded for imports of crude petroleum ( + $300 million) 
and inedible fabricated materials (+ $282 million). The 
largest decrease noted was that for imports of auto-
motive products (-$984 million). 

There was a surplus of $319 million in international 
trade in automotive products as a whole in the third 
quarter, compared with a deficit of $370 million in the 
second quarter. The second-quarter deficit was the first 
recorded in that sector since the fourth quarter of 1981. 

Following reconciliation of the statistics for in-
ternational trade between Canada and the United 
States, the cumulative value of Canadian exports to the 
United States on a customs basis was $70.1 billion in the 
first nine months of 1987, while imports totalled $57.5  

91 change, previous month 

Imports 	 4.3 	1.8 	-1.1 	.1.3 	1.4 
Exports 	 1.1 	2.2 	1.1 	-2.0 	-0.2 

change, previous month 

Balance (millions $) 	-809 	160 	642 	.235 	-425 

billion. There was a surplus of $12.6 billion in Canadian 
dollars for Canada in the reconciled balance of in-
ternational trade between the two countries, as 
recognized by Statistics Canada and the United States 
Bureau of the Census. This represented a decrease of 
$1.0 billion from the value recorded for the surplus 
during the same period in 1986. 

Merchandise Trade 

Q3'86 Q4'86 Q1'87 Q2'87 Q397 
0 

For fart her information, contact International Trade Division at (613) 951-9787 or order 
the Preliminary Statement of Canadian International Trade (catalogue number 65 -OOIP). 

Unemployment Rate Continues to 
Edge Down 
Estimates from the October labour force survey showed 
that the unemployment rate fell to 8.4%, the lowest rate 
recorded since November 1981. The growth in employ-
ment noted since July 1986 continued in October, as the 
level rose an estimated 60,000 over the previous month. 
Unemployment declined by 19,000, its third consecutive 
decrease. 

The increase in employment was concentrated 
among persons aged 25 years and over who accounted 
for 46,000 of the rise in total employment. This age 
group has recorded higher employment levels for 16 
consecutive months. 

Since October 1986, most of the growth in em-
ployment has been full-time jobs. Full-time employ-
ment continued to rise in October, advancing by 40,000. 

Labour Force 

June July Aug. Sept. Oct. 

Change, previous month 

Labour force ('000) 37 -10 3 31 41 
Employment ('OOO) 50 -25 42 52 60 

15-24 years ('000) 12 -26 2 7 14 
25years&over ('000) 38 1 40 45 46 

Unemployment ('000) -13 15 .39 -21 -19 

Unemploymentrate 8.9 9.1 8.8 8.6 8.4 

Unemployment Rate 
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The rise in full-time employment was mainly attribu-
table to a gain of 40,000 among females, while the 
increase in part-time employment was concentrated 
among males (11,000). 

The industries registering higher employment were 
manufacturing, construction, trade and public adminis-
tration. The gains were concentrated in Central Canada 
with Quebec reporting a rise of 25,000 and Ontario an 
increase of 30,000. British Columbia's employment 
level rose for the third consecutive month, gaining 
18,000 in October.  

For further information, contact Household Surveys Division at (613) 951 -4720 or 
order Labour Force Information (71 -001P) for summary data. 



Record Numbers of Foreign 
Tourists 
lsidents of countries other than the United States 
itade over 259,100 trips of one or more nights to Canada 
in September 1987. This represents an increase of 13% 
over the same period a year ago and a continuation of a 
record-setting trend that began in May 1986. As a 
result of this strong growth, more visits have been 
recorded for the first nine months of the year than in the 
entire year of 1985 and the first ten months of 1986. 

l)uring September, the number of overnight trips by 
United States residents decreased by 5%, to 1.4 million. 
While this volume was down compared to the levels set 
last year during Expo 86, it remained much above the 
September volumes recorded during the previous ten 
years. 

Overnight trips to the U.S. by Canadian residents 
reached 1.0 million during the month, 17% above the 
same period of 1986. Trips of one or more nights to other 
countries numbered 216,500, 22% above the level in 
1986. This was the highest volume recorded for 
September since 1972, when present statistical metho-
dologies were introduced. 

Although the number of trips has increased 
significantly on a year-over-year basis in each month of 
1987, 1 he advance in September was much higher than 

Long-term Trips 

May June July Aug. Sept. 

% change, previous year 

Foreign visitors from 
UnitedStates 	 9.3 	-11.8 	.8.7 	-15.7 	.55 
Othercountries 	 13.9 	7.7 	9.8 	9.4 	13.0 
Allcountries 	 6.3 	-9.1 	-6.4 	-12.7 	-3.0 

Canadian visitors to 
UnitedStates 	 19.6 	2.7 	14.4 	12.0 	16,9 
Othercountries 	 27.3 	17.4 	21.0 	11.3 	21.8 
Allcountries 	 20.9 	4.9 	15.1 	11.9 	17.7 

the total increase for the first nine months of the year. 
This exceptional increase may be related to the lateness 
of Labour Day in 1987. 

Total international trips (which includes day trips) 
to all foreign destinations by Canadian residents 
reached 4 million in September, 23% above 1986. Total 
trips to the U.S. by Canadian residents accounted for 3.8 
million, while trips to all other countries numbered 
216,500. 

l'vr further information, contact Education, Culture and Tourism Division at (613)951.8933 or 
rder International Travel - Advance Information (catalogue number 66-001P). 

Motor Vehicle Sales Slowing 
Adjusted for seasonal fluctuations and the number of 
I rading days, unit sales of new motor vehicles totalled 
1 2 5,665 in September, down 4.3% from the level posted 
in August. Lower sales were posted for both passenger 
cars and commercial vehicles. Motor vehicle sales have 
decreased an average of 0.2% a month in the third 
quarter of 1987, in contrast to an average monthly 
i ncreas'' of I I '. in the ii rst I W) quart ers. 

Motor Vehicle Sales 

May June July Aug. Sept. 

% change, previous month 

lissengercars -8.4 5.0 -5.2 6.2 -3.1 
North American .7.0 8.3 .88 9.3 -7.1 
Imported -10.7 -1.2 2.3 0.7 4.7 

('ummercialvehicles -3.3 2.8 -3.4 7.3 -7.0 

Seasonally adjusted sales of North American-built 
passenger cars dropped 7.1% in September, following a 
large increase in August. Sales had risen sharply in the 
opening months of 1987, but failed to match the levels 
attained in 1986. 

On the other hand, sales of imported cars were up 
4.7% to 32,228 units, the third consecutive monthly 
increase. Commercial vehicle sales continued to 
fluctuate, decreasing 7.0% in September after rising 
7.3% in August. However, sales increases have offset 
any decrease recorded since the start of the year. 

Based on actual unit sales, North American 
manufacturers held 59.9% of the Canadian passenger 
car market in September, the lowest level on record and 
down significantly from the 70.3% share held a year 
earlier. The Japanese market share rose to 26.8% from 
19.2% in September 1986. Manufacturers from other 
countries also increased their share, rising to 13.3% 
from 10.5%. 

fir lirE hr 1111orination, con/mimi !nclsjstrv l)imsun at (613) 951 -3549 or ordrr 
New Motor Vehicle Sales (catalogue number 63-007). 



Composite Leading lridkator 
Continues to Register Strong 
Growth 
• The composite leading indicator 0971 = 100) rose 

0.9% in August to reach a level of 187.9. This 
increase follows similar advances in June and July, 
and a series of strong advances which began in 
January 1987. 

• The indicators of manufacturing continued to 
strengthen, reflecting widespread increases in 
domestic spending in the first eight months of the 
year. 

• Furniture and appliance sales continued to advance 
in August, rising 1.0% during the month. 

• New motor vehicle sales also continued to rise. 
gaining 1.5%. 

• The index for residential constructinn dr'n'H 
slightly for the first time in 16 months. 

Composite Leading Indicator 
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Labour Income 
The preliminary estimate of total labour income in 
August 1987 was $24.4 billion, up 6.7% from the same 
month a year earlier. The year-over-year changes were 
characterized by a steadily acceleration from January to 
June, before slowing slightly in July to 63%. Labour 
income represents approximately 50% of Gross 
Domestic Product in the national income and ex-
penditure accounts. 

Labour Income 

% change, previous year) 
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In August, the seasonally adjusted estimate ol 
wages and salaries remained virtually unchanged from 
the previous month for the second month in a row. In 
the first six months of the :',/r, 	in,1r 
ranned 1) M ween 11 5V7 and 1 . 

producing industries deci'easect 0.4% I'rom the prey 
month, largely due to special payments made in Jul. 
All industries within this group showed declines exc 
mines. qllar!'ies and cil wells whi('h inrri;is'd by ) s" 

salaries were also little changed from July (0.27 
Except for public administration and transportati<7' 
communication, and other utilities, all industries with 
this group showed small increases in wages al/c) 
salaries. Transportation, communication and othc 
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New Housing Price Index Up 
• Sharply 

In September, the new housing price index was up 1.0% 
over August, continuing the rising trend evident since 
mid-1985. Prior to September, the pace of growth had 
been moderating. However, the land only portion of the 
index rose an estimated 2.7% in September, while the 
house only portion advanced 0.3%. This index of 
housing contractors' selling prices was 13.8% higher 
than it was a year earlier. 

Among the cities surveyed, Hamilton recorded the 
largest monthly increase (3.6%). This increase was 
entirely due to increased land values, as builders passed 
on higher costs for serviced lots. The monthly increase 
of 0.9% in Toronto was also attributable to higher land 
costs. Toronto continued to show the largest 12-month 
increase of all cities surveyed (22.7%), although it was 
closely followed by Ilamiltion with a yearly increase of 
22%. 

Housing Price Indexes 

May 	June 	July Aug. Sept. 

% change, previous month 

N,v Housing 0.8 	0.5 	0.4 0.6 1.0 
l.tiidonly 1.1 	0.3 	0.6 0.7 2.7 
Huseonly 0.8 	0.6 	0.3 0.5 0.3 
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Generally, southwestern Ontario cities and 
Montreal maintained yearly gains well in excess of 
10.0%. In Alberta and British Columbia, index levels 
were still below their 1981 price reference level of 100. 
For further information, contact Prices Division at (613) 
951-9607 or order Construction Price Statistics (cata-
logue number 62 -007). 

Help-wanted Index 
• In October, the seasonally adjusted Help-wanted 

Index for Canada (1981 = 100) continued to increase, 
rising to 136. The index has been posting record 
levels for five months. 

• The help-wanted index monitors the space devoted 
to help-wanted ads published in 18 metropolitan 
area newspapers and serves as an indicator of the 
demand for labour. 

• The index for the Atlantic provinces at 168 was 
essentially unchanged from September. 

• The Quebec index edged up to 147 in October. 

• An 6-point advance in the index for Ontario between 
September and October pushed its level to 184. 

Help-wanted Index (1981 = 100) 

June .July Aug. Sept. Oct. 

seasonally adjusted 

Canada 116 122 124 133 136 

Atlantic Region 134 146 158 169 168 
Quebec 135 138 131 146 147 
Ontario 149 166 170 178 184 
Prairie Region 54 50 53 60 55 
British Columbia 49 49 53 49 54 

• Following its first decline since March 1987, the 
index for British Columbia rose to 54, 

• The index for the Prairie provinces dropped back to For further information, contact Labour Division at (613) 
5.5 in October, after reaching its highest level in 	951-404.5 
uiore than five ve)r 



PUBLICATIONS RELEASED FROM NOVEMBER 6 - 12 

AGRICULTURE 

Cereals and Oliseeds Review, August 1987. Catalogue number 
22007(Canada:$10/$100;OtherCountries:$l 1/S1 10). 

Livestock Report - Pigs, Oct.ober 1, 1987. Catalogue number 
23-008 Canada: $151$60:Other Countries: $161564). 

Production and Stocks of Eggs and Poultry, August 1987. 
Catalogue number 23-003 (Canada: $10/$100; Other Countries: 
$11/$ilO). 

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND TOURISM 

Salaries and Salary Scales of Full-time Teaching Staff at 
Canadian Universities, 1984-85. Catalogue number 81-258 
(Canada: $15; Other Countries: $16. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Geographic Reference - Census Divisions and Subdivisions, 
Atlantic Provinces, 1986 Census. Catalogue number 99-117 
(Canada: $22; Other Countries: $23). 

Geographic Reference - Census Divisions and Subdivisions, 
Ontario, 1986 Census. Catalogue number 99-119 (Canada: $22; 
Other Countries: $23). 

INDUSTRY 

Asphalt Roofing, September 1987. Catalogue number 45-001 
(Canada: $4/$40; Other Countries: 551550). 

Corrugated Boxes and Wrappers, September 1987. Catalogue 
number 36-004 (Canada: $41$40; Other Countries: $5/550). 

Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas Production, July 1987. 
Catalogue number 26-006 (Canada: $8/580; Other Countries: $91$90). 

General Review of the Mineral Industries, 1985. Catalogue 
number 26.201 (Canada: $20; Other Countries: $21). 

Gypsum Products, September 1987. Catalogue number 44-003 
(Canada: $4/$40; Other Countries: $5/550). 

Metal Mines, 1985. Catalogue number 26-223 (Canada: $20; Other 
Countries: $21). 

Mineral Wool Including Fibrous Glass Insulation, September 
1987. Catalogue number 44-004 (Canada: 541540; Other Countries: 
$5/5.5W. 

Non-metal Mines, 1985. Catalogue number 26-224 (Canada: $20; 
Other Countries: $21). 

Oil Pipe Line Transport, August 1987. Catalogue number 55-001 
(Canada: 581580; Other Countries: $9690). 

Production and Sales of Phonograph Records and Pre-
recorded Tapes in Canada. August 1987. Catalogue number 
47-004 (Canada: $4440; Other Countries: $5450). 

Quarries and Sand Pits, 1985. Catalogue number 26-225 Canada: 
$20; Other Countries: $21). 

Refined Petroleum Products, July 1987. Catalogue number 
45-004 (Canada: $1515150; Other Countries: $16/$160). 

Retail Chain and Department Stores. 1985. Catalogue number 
63-210 (Canada: $25; Other Countries: $26). 

Rigid Insulating Board, September 1987. Catalogue number 
36-002 (Canada: $4440; Other Countries: $5/350). 

INDUSTRY MEASURES AND ANALYSIS 

Gross Domestic Product by Industry, July 1987. Catalogue 
number 15-001 Canada:$10/$l00:OtherCountries:$11/$1 10). 

INTERNATIONAL AND FINANCIAL ECONOMICS 

Quarterly Economic Summary, September 1987. Catalogue 
number 13-006 (Canada: $25/5100; Other Countries: $2615104). 

Quarterly Economic Summary: Statistical Supplement - last 
issue, October 1987. Catalogue number 13-007E (Canada: $25/$ 100; 
Other Countries: $26/$I 04). 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

Imports by Commodity. August 1987. Catalogue number 65-007 is 
(Canada: $506500; Other Countries: $60/$600). 

Preliminary Statement of Canadian International Trade, 
September 1987. Catalogue number 65-001 P (Canada: $5450; Other 
Countries: $6/560). 

LABOUR 

Estimates of Labour Income, January-March 1987. Catalogue 
number 72-005 (Canada: $1 5/$60; Other Countries: $16464). 

Labour Force Information, October 1987. Catalogue number 
71-001 p (Canada: $5/$50; Other Countries: $6/$60. 

SERVICES 

Telephone Statistics, August 1987. Catalogue number 56-002 
(Canada: $750475; Other Countries: $8.50485). 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND CAPITAL STOCK 

Building Permits, July 1987. Catalogue number 64-001 (Canada: 
$20/5200; Other Countries: $211$210). 

TRANSPORT 

Railway Operating Statistics, May 1987. Catalogu- r:uihcr 
52-003 (Canada: 59.50595; Other Countries: $10.50/510,5) 

Railway Operating Statistics, June 1987. Catalogu' niiirbr 
52-003 (Canada: $9.50/595; Other Countries: $10.50/5105). 



Regional Reference Centres 
fiin;i1 r(hrence centres provide a full range of the bureau's products and services. 

Each rehrence centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase our 
publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada's computerized data retrieval 
systems CANSIM and Telichart. A telephone inquiry service is also available with toll free numbers for regional 
clients outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services - from seminars to consultations - are offered. Call 
or write your regional reference centre for information. 

Newfoundland and Labrador Maritime Provinces Quebec 
Advisory Services Advisory Services Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada Statistics Canada Statistics Canada 
3rd floor North American Life Centre 200 Dorchester Avenue 
Viking Building 1770 Market Street Guy F'avreau Complex 
Crosbie Road Halifax, Nova Scotia suite 412 East Tower 
St. John's, r'Jewfoundland B3J 3M3 Montreal, Quebec 
A1B3P2 Local calls: 426-5331 H2Z 1X4 

Local calls: 772.4073 Toll free service: 1.800-565-7192 Local calls: 283-5725 
Toll free service: 1-800.563-4255 Toll free service: 1-800.361-2831 

Nipissing Region 
Ontario Advisory Services National Capital Region 
Advisory Services Statistics Canada Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada Civic Administration Centre Central Inquiries 
10th Floor 225 Hold itch Street Statistics Canada 
Arthur Meighen Building Sturgeon Falls, Ontario Lobby 
25 St. Clair Avenue East POH 2G0 R.H. Coats Building 
Toronto, Ontario Local calls: 753-4888 Holland Avenue 
M4T I M4 Ifoutside the local calling area, Ottawa, Ontario 

1. 	ii calls: 973-6586 please dial the toll free number given K IA 0T6 

I .II free service: 	I 1100761-1 151 for Ontario residents. Local calls: 951-8116 
lfoutside the local calling area, please 
dial the toll free number for your 
province. 

Sa,k  
Manitoba Advisory Services Alberta and the Northwest 
Advisory Services Statistics Canada Territories 
Statistics Canada 530 Midtown Centre Advisory Services 
6th Floor Regina, Saskatchewan Statistics Canada 
General Post Office Building S4P 2B6 2nd Floor 
266 Graham Avenue L)cal calls: 780.5405 1-lys Centre 
Winnipeg, Manitoba Toll free service: 1-800-667-7164 11010 - 101 Street 
R3C 0K4 Edmonton, Alberta 

Local calls: 983-4020 1511 4C5 

Toll free service: 1 -800-282-8006 Local calls: 420-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800.222-6400 
N.W.T. - Call collect (403)420.2011 

British Columbia and the Yukon 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
3rd Floor 
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre 
757 West Hastings Street 
Suite 440F 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9 

Local calls: 666-3691 
Toll free service: South and Central 
B.C. 1-800-663-1551 
Yukon and Northern B.C. 
Zenith 08913 



LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
II Hi %Change' 

1010718249 Previous From Year 
Month Ago 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 
Average Weekly Earnings s Aug. 439.13 442.17 2.7 
Labour Income $ million A ug. * 24,425 24,718 6.7 
Persons with Jobs (million) Oct . * 12.16 12.03 3.8 
Unemployed 	million Oct.* 1.0 1.0 -10.4 

INVENTORIES 
DepartmentStore c$million Aug. 4,445 4,292 5.2 
Manufacturers' Owned $ million Aug. 33,770 33,495 1.3 

ORDERS 
Manufacturers' New Orders (S million) Aug. 20,790 20,568 7.6 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders is million) Aug. 24,389 24,426 0.9 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index 	1981=E00) Sept. 139.3 139.3 4.5 
New I-louse Price Index 	1981=100 Sept. 122.0 120.8 13.8 
Raw Materials Price Index i1981=10W Sept. 105.9 106.7 13.6 

Exci. mineralsfuels Sept. 111.3 111.4 5.5 
Industrial Product Price Index (1981 =10W Sept. 124.0 123.8 3.9 

CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date 
Building Permits 	$million .July 2,398 17,985 32.3 
housing Starts - Urban Centres uniLs Aug. 21,052 148,952 37.8 

ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tonnes) . Aug. 4,646 38,194 3.1 
Electricity Generation (gigawatt hours) Aug. 37,031 298,492 7.3 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) July 7,936 62,661 3.0 

FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) Sept.* 10,534 91,084 2.0 
Imports - Balance of Payments Basis $million Sept.* 9,083 83,799 1.3 

SALES 
Department Store Sales is million Aug. 992 7,383 1.2 
Manufacturers' Shipments is million Aug. 20,826 169,658 2.4 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) Sept.* 1,787 18,122 8.4 
Refined Petroleum Products (thousand cubic metres) Aug. 6,824 50,743 3.3 
Retail Sales is millioni Aug. 12,837 97,672 9.0 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 
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