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in January 
The decline in the current month follows two 
consecutive monthly increases and further extends 
the trend of fluctuating but gently rising sales 
observed in 1987. 

• Manufacturers Less Optimistic 
About Business Conditions 
Compared to the last quarter of 1987, a smaller 
percentage of Canadian manufacturers expected 
business conditions to improve in the first quarter 
uf 1988. However, the proportions expecting condi-
lions to deteriorate were essentially unchanged. 

• Composite Index Indicates 
Slower Growth 
The composite leading indicator rose 0.4% in 
November. This advance was smaller than those 
recorded previously. The slowing was primarily the 
result of a drop in the stock market index. 

• Labour Market Maintains 
Trends 
In January, employment continued to grow, rising 
38,000 from December. The unemployment rate 
remained at 8.1% as the increase in employment 
was almost matched by an advance in the size of the 
labour force. 

• Manufacturing and 
Construction Lead Advance in 
Labour Income 
The November year-over-year increases in wages 
and salaries in the manufacturing and construction 
industries were both over 8%. Generally, the 
growth rate of labour income has been rising 
throughout 1987. 

I * 
Statistics Statistique 
Canada Canada 

Motor Vehicle Sales Drop 5.3% in 
January 
Adjusted for seasonal fluctuations and the number of 
trading days, unit sales of new motor vehicles totalled 
127,046 in December, down 5.3% from the level posted 
in November. This decline follows two consecutive 
monthly increases and further extends the trend of 
fluctuating but gently rising sales observed since the 
beginning of 1987. Lower sales were posted for both 
passenger cars and commercial vehicles during the 
month. 

For the year, total unit sales were 1.5 million, up 
0.8% from 1986. This gain was primarily due to higher 
sales of commercial vehicles (10.1%). These types of 
vehicles have been registering strong sales growth 
since 1983. Passenger car sales, on the other hand, 
were down for the second consecutive year (-2.8%), 
following large gains from 1983 to 1985. 

Sales of passenger cars manufactured in North 
America were down 7.9% from 1986, while sales of cars 
built overseas rose by 8.9%. The increase in import car 
sales was attributable to a 20% increase in Japanese 
car sales, which was partially offset by a decline of 7.9% 

(continued on page 2) 
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Ibis issue also includes articles on the Help-
wanted Index and Crown Corporation 
Financial Statistics in 1986. 



Motor Vehicle Sales Drop 5.3% in January 
in sales of cars imported from other countries. Com-
mercial vehicle sales recorded opposing trends: sales by 
North American manufacturers rose (11.8%), while 
imported commercial vehicle sales dropped (-1.6%). 

North American manufacturers held 65.8% of the 
passenger car market in 1987, down from 69.5% in 1986. 
The Japanese market share rose to 22.8%, from 18.6% in 
1986. Manufacturers from other overseas countries 
earned 11.3% of the passenger car market, down slightly 
from 11.9% a year earlier. 

Motor Vehicle Sales 

Aug. Sept. 	Oct. 	Nov. 	l) 

% change, previous month 

Passenger cars 6.2 -3.6 2.3 2.0 -4.8 
NorthAmerican 9.3 -7.4 6.5 1.6 -3.2 
Iniported 0.7 3.9 -5.1 2.8 -7.8 

Commercial vehicles 8.1 .6.8 10.6 1.6 -6.5 

For further information, contact Industry Division at (613) 951 -3549 or 
order New Motor Vehicle Sales (catalogue number 63 -007). 

Manufacturers Less Optimistic 
About Business Conditions 
Canadian manufacturers were less optimistic about the 
business conditions they expect in the first quarter of 
1988 than they were for the final quarter of 1987. The 
proportion of manufacturers expecting the level of 
production and new orders to rise decreased. However, 
the results remain significantly higher than those 
recorded for the first quarter of 1987. Also, the 
proportion who felt that levels for the four indicators 
were about normal or would remain the same as in the 
fourth quarter rose, in one case very sharply. 

The backlog of unfilled orders was reported to be 
about normal by manufacturers representing 87% of the 
value of shipments. This was a substantial shift from 
the previous four quarters when the response ranged 
from 59% to 73%. There was also a major change in the 
proportion reporting higher than normal levels of 
unfilled orders. This proportion dropped to 4% from 32% 
in the fourth quarter of 1987. There was no change in 
the proportion reporting lower than normal levels of 
unfilled orders. 

The proportion of manufacturers who reported a 
rising level of new orders dropped back to 25%, similar 
to the levels registered in the first three quarters of 
1987. Manufacturers representing 64% of the value of 
shipments reported that the level of new orders was 
about the same as in the previous quarter. This 
proportion has not changed for three consecutive 
quarters. Manufacturers reporting lower levels of new 
orders rose slightly from the record low registered in the 
last quarter of 1987. 

The proportion expecting rising production leels 
dropped back to slightly more than one quarter, equal to 
the response a year earlier. At the same time, the 
proportion expecting production levels to remain about 
the same rose to 58%, a jump of 8 percentage points. 

Overall, fewer manufacturers expect improvements 
in business conditions, but the proportions expecting 
conditions to deteriorate were basically unchanged. 
For further information, contact Industry Division at 
(613) 951-3507. 

Help-wanted Index 
In January, the seasonally adjusted help-wanted index 
(1981 = 100) decreased for the first time since April 
1987. This decline was entirely the result of a second 
consecutive drop in the index for Quebec. All other 
regions registered increases. 

The upward trend evident in central Canada since 
April appears to be slowing: Quebec has registered 
decreases for two months in a row and the January 
advance in Ontario was minor. However, the remaining 
regions all registered significant advances during the 
month, continuing rising trends which were interrupted 
by declines in December. 

Help-wanted Index (1981 = 100) 

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. 

seasonally adjusted 

Canada 132 136 139 140 138 

Atlantic Region 171 170 173 164 181 
Quebec 146 148 154 150 144 
Ontario 177 185 184 189 190 
Prairie Region 60 55 59 58 62 
British Columbia 50 55 57 55 58 

or fortlu'r in/)rniution, (•)ntuct Labour 0iuts ion at (613) 951 -4045. 



Composite Index Indicates Slower 
Growth 
In November, the composite leading indicator posted a 
.iain of 04%, continuing the deceleration first noted in 
Uctober. E'olIowing five consecutive monthly increases 
of at least 0.8%, the indicator advanced by 0.6% in 
October. However, this slowdown was mainly the result 
of a drop in the stock market index. Excluding the stock 
market component, the indicator would have grown by 
0.9% in both October and November. 

Eight of the indicator's 10 components rose in 
November, but the size of the overall gain was once 
again reduced by a decrease in the Toronto stock 
exchange price index and a decrease in the residential 
construction sector. Manufacturing indicators posted 
particularly strong growth, while the indicators of 
personal spending continued to grow steadily. 

The United States leading indicator slowed sharply 
in November, mainly as a result of a second large 
decrease in stock market prices. (The U.S. monthly 
stock price index is an average of daily values; therefore 
the mid-October drop in the stock market was spread 
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out over two months. In Canada the calculation used is 
the closing value on the last day of the month, so the 
mid-October drop was fully accounted for in October.) 

For further information, contact International and Financial Economics Division at (613) 951 -9162. 

Aabour Market Maintains Trends 
I:timates from the Labour Force Survey show that 
employment continued its upward trend, rising by 
38,000 in January. These gains were concentrated 
among persons 25 and over as they were throughout 
1987. In 1987, the average level of employment for 
workers in this age group was 3.4% higher than it was 
in 1986, while employment for younger workers (15-24 
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1985 	1986 	1987 	1988  

Labour Force 

Sept. Oct. 	Nov. 	Dec. 

Change, previous month 

Jan. 

Labourforce('OOO) 28 44 .3 56 40 
Employment('OOO) 50 58 24 66 38 

15.24years('000) 8 9 -11 20 7 
25years&over('000) 42 49 35 46 31 

tJnemployment('OOO) .22 -14 -27 -10 2 

Unemployment rate 8.5 8.4 8.2 8.1 8.1 

years old) only edged up 0.3%. Annual averages also 
show that female employment grew at a faster rate 
3.7%) than male employment (2.0%) in 1987. 

The seasonally adjusted estimate of unemployment 
was virtually unchanged in January as an increase in 
the size of the labour force counterbalanced the gain in 
employment. Therefore, the unemployment rate was 
also unchanged from December. 

Unemployment fell by an estimated 14,000 among 
men aged 25 and over while it increased by 12,000 for 
women in this age group. The slight increase in 
unemployment among persons aged 15 to 24 was 
equally distributed between men and women. 
For further information, contact Household Surveys 
f)ivision at (613) 951-4720 or order Labour Force 
Information (71 -001P) for summary data. 



PUBLICATIONS RELEASED FROM FEBRUARY 5 to 11 

AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture Economic Statistics: Supplement III, 1987. 
Catalogue number 21 .603E (Canada: $10; Other Countries: $11). 

Cereals and Oilseeds Review, November 1987. Catalogue number 
22-007(Canada: $11 .50/$115; Other Countries: $12.501SI 25). 

The Dairy Review, November 1987. Catalogue number 23.001 
(Canada:$llf$l 10;OtherCountries:$12/$120). 

CENSUS 

Profiles - Census Tracts, Vancouver: Part 1, 1986 Census. 
Catalogue number 95-167 (Canada: $31; Other Countries: $32.50). 

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND TOURISM 

Culture Statistics, Television Viewing in Canada, 1986. 
Catalogue Number 87-208. (Canada: $24; Other Countries: $25). 

Travel-log, Vol. 6, No. 4. Catalogue number 87-003 (Canada: 
$91536; Other Countries: $10/$40). 

GENERAL 

Statistics Canada Annual Report, 1986-87. Catalogue number 
11 -201 (nocharge). 

INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION AND FINANCE 

Corporations and Labour Unions Returns Act, Part II - 
Labour Unions, Supplement 1985. Catalogue number 71-202S 
(Canada: $35; Other Countries: $37). 

INDUSTRY 

Cement, November 1987. Catalogue number 44-001 (Canada: 
$4.50/$45; Other Countries: $5501555). 

The Construction Industry - Mechanical Trade Contractors, 
1985. Catalogue number 64-204 (Canada: $20; Other Countries: 
$21). 

The Construction Industry - Special Trade Contractors, 1985. 
Catalogue number 64-210 (Canada: $25; Other Countries: $26). 

Department Store Monthly Sales, by Province and 
Metropolitan Area, November 1987. Catalogue number 63-004 
(Canada: $2.50/525; Other Countries: $3.50/535). 

Gypsum Products, November 1987. Catalogue number 44-003 
(Canada: $4501545; Other Countries: $5.501$55). 

Inventories, Shipments and Orders in Manufacturing 
Industries, October 1987. Catalogue number 3 1.001 (Canada: 
$ 16.50/$ 165; Other Countries: $ 17.50/$175). 

Oils and Fats, October 1987. Catalogue number 32-006 (Canada: 
$4.50/$45; Other Countries: $5.50/$55). 

Production and Disposition of Tobacco Products, December 
1987, Catalogue number 32-022 (Canada: $4.50/$45; Other 
Countries: $5.50/555). 

l'ulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics, October 1987. Catalugui' 
number 25-001 (Canada: 55.501555; Other Countries: $6.50/565). 

Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics, November 19s7. 
Catalogue number 25.001 (Canada: $5.501555; Other Countries: 
$650465). 

Refined Petroleum Products, October 1987. Catalogue number 
45-004 (Canada: $1 6.50/$ 165; Other Countries: $17.50/S 175). 

Transportation Equipment Industries, 1985. Catalogue number 
42-251 (Canada: $30; Other Countries: $31.50). 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS AND FINANCE 

Security Transactions with Non-residents, November 1987. 
Catalogue number 67-002 (Canada: $15/$150; Other Countries: 
$16/$160). 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

Preliminary Statement of Canadian International Trade. 
December 1987. Catalogue number 65001P (Canada: $5.50/$55; 
Other Countries: $6.50/565). 

Summary of Canadian International Trade, November 1987- 
Catalogue number 65-001 (Canada: $16.50/$165; Other Countries: 
$17.50/$175). 

IWiIS1S10 

Estimates of Labour Income, July-September 1987. Catako: 
number 72-005 (Canada: $17.251$69;Other Countries: 518.25/573. 

Historical Labour Force Statistics - Actual Data, Seasonal 
Factors, Seasonally Adjusted Data, 1987. Catalogue number 
71 201 Canada: $55; Other Countries: $65). 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

Federal Government Employment, July-September 1987. 
Catalogue number 72-004 (Canada: $22/$88; Other Countries: 
$23/$92). 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND CAPITAL STOCK 

Llousing Starts and Completions. October 1987. Catalogue 
number 64-002 (Canada: $1 6.50/$ 165; Other Countries: $ 17.50/$175). 

Science Statistics, Vol. 12, No. 1 - Applications of Industrial 
R&D, 1986, Catalogue number 88-001 (Canada: $6.50/565; Other 
Countries: $7.50/575). 

TRANSPORTATION 

Air Carrier Traffic at Canadian Airports, First Quarter 1987. 
Catalogue number 51-005 (Canada: $27.50/S110; Other Countries: 
$28.50/$ 114). 

Railway Carloadings, November 1987. Catalogue number 52-01 
(Canada: $7.50/$75;Other Countries: $8.501$85). 

Railway Operating Statistics, July 1987. Catalogue number 
52 - 003 (Canada: $9.50/$95; OtherCountries: $10.50/$105). 



Manufacturing and Construction 
Lead Advance In Labour Income 
'[he preliminary estimate of total labour income in 

ovember 1987 was $24.6 billion, up 6.9% from the 
same month a year earlier. Since January when the 
growth rate was 5.4%, the year-over-year increases in 
labour income have generally been rising. 

Compared to November 1986, wages and salaries in 
the goods-producing industries were up by 8.8%. This 
increase was mainly due to strong growth rates in 
manufacturing (8.5%) and construction (10%) which 
reflected the higher levels of production in these 
industries. 

In the service-producing industries, the ear-over-
year growth rate in wages and salaries was 6.0%. 
Education and related services had the largest increase 
(7.9%), followed by finance, insurance and real estate 
(7.3%), and commercial services (7.3%). 

Except for Prince Edward Island which increased 
and Manitoba which declined, the year-over-year 
changes in wages and salaries at the provincial level 
were unchanged from October. 

Labour Income 
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For further information, contact Labour Division at (613) 
951-4051 or order Estimates of Labour Income 
(catalogue number 72-005). 

• Crown Corporation Financial 
Statistics 
In 1986, federal government business enterprises 
showed a total after-tax net loss of $757 million, down 
sharply from $1.2 billion a year earlier. The privatiza-
tion of a number of firms has resulted in a substantial 
reduction in total losses, due primarily to the elimina-
tion of non-profitable manufacturing and wholesale 
trade enterprises. De Havilland Aircraft of Canada, 
Pêcheries Cartier, Canadair, Transport Route Canada 
and several other crown corporations were sold in 1986 
and their financial activities are no longer the responsi-
bility of the federal government. Overall, crown corpora-
tions have shown net losses since 1981, with a record 
loss of $1.8 billion in 1982. 

The significant turnaround for crown corporations 
in the mining sector reflected the improved financial 
results of Petro-Canada. Streamlining, integration of 
operations of previously independent firms and the 
partial recovery of international oil prices contributed to 
the improvement at Petro-Canada. In addition, the 1985 
figures incorporated a write-down of Petro-Canada's 
frontier oil and gas properties ($865 million). 

The sale of Canadair and De Havilland of Canada 
reduced the losses previously associated with the manu-
facturing group. The net loss posted in 1986 was $51 
million, down from $311 million in the previous year. 

Continuing economic difficulties in the agricultural 
sector forced the Farm Credit Corporation to increase its 
allowance for loan losses by $219 million and the 
resulting charge to operations was a major factor in the 
corporation's loss of $132 million. Cash payments under 
loan guarantees for the troubled Bank of British 
Columbia and the Northwest Trust Company resulted 
in greater losses for the Canada Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. In total, net losses for the finance, 
insurance and real estate group were $293 million, up 
from $89 million in 1985. 

Enterprises in the wholesale trade industry 
recorded a net loss of $98 million, versus a profit of $364 
million in 1985. A major factor in this change was the 
loss of $159 million by the Canadian Wheat Board, one 
of the largest in its 50-year history. Price-depressing 
stocks of wheat and course grains, and large export 
subsidies offered by the U.S. and the E.E.C. depressed 
earnings in 1986. 

For further information. COfl fuel Public Institutions Division at (613) 951-1832 or 
ril1'r Fedf , ' -nf ow' 'in mi: / /,:/rtmr':s' l"innnci' (ccitu1n,'u' n urn her 61-203). 
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
% Change 

Previous From Year 
Month Ago 

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME 
Average Weekly Earnings s Nov. 450.89 451.80 4.5 
Labour Income ($million) Nov .* 24,618 24,907 6.9 
Persons with Jobs (million) Jan. * 11.82 12.03 4.3 
Unemployed (thousand) Jan. * 1,161 1,025 -13.5 

INVENTORIES 
DepartmentStore ($million) Nov. 5,133 5,185 -1.2 
Manufacturers' Owned ($inillion) Nov. 34,343 33,975 3.1 

ORDERS 
Manufacturers' New Orders ($ million) Nov. 22,977 23,440 12.4 
Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders $ million Nov. 24,496 24,631 2.9 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) Dec. 140.5 140.4 4.2 
New House Price Index (1981=100) Nov. 122.9 122.5 12.0 
Raw Materials Price Index 0981=100) Dec. 104.4 104.5 9.2 

Exci. minerals fuels Dec. 92.9 112.0 12.2 
Industrial Product Price Index (1981=100) Dec. 124.9 125.0 4.3 

CONSTRUCTION Year-to-date 
Building Permits 	$ million) Oct. 2,390 25,755 23.8 
housing Starts - Urban Centres (unitsj Nov. 18,004 291,725 28.8 

ENERGY 
Coal Production (thousand tonnesJ Oct. 5,823 49,496 6.6 
Electricity Generation (gigawatt hours) Oct. 39,156 394,285 6.6 
Natural Gas Production (million cubic metres) Oct. 10,341 90,061 5.9 

FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) Nov. 11,560 115,331 4.3 
Imports - Balance of Payments Basis ($ million) Nov. 10,624 104,931 3.2 
SALES 
Department Store Sales ($ million) Nov. 1,352 10,882 3.2 
Manufacturers' Shipments $ million) Nov. 23,112 239,708 4.3 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ($ million) Dec. * 1,718 24,037 10.0 
Refined Petroleum Products (thousand cubic metres) Oct. 6,863 73,090 3.4 
Retail Sales 	$million) Nov. 13,546 137,573 9.5 
Statistics are in current dollars and are not seasonally adjusted. 

00w this week. 
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