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OVERVIEW 
• Composite Leading Indicator 

Growth Slows 
The growth in the composite leading indicator 
slowed in January to 0.1% from 0.3% in 
December. • Upturn in Construction Intentions 
The value of building permits increased 3.1% in 
December, the first month-over-month advance 
since August. 

• Redesign of the Retail Trade Survey 
The retail trade survey has been redesigned and 
is now based on a new sample. • Turnaround in Help-wanted Index 
The help-wanted index rose in March, following 
a six-month downturn. 

• Decline in Industrial Product Prices 
Interrupted 
Following a six-month decline, the industrial 
product price index was up (0.7%) for the second 
consecutive month in January. • Reduction in Wholesale Merchants' 
Sales 
In January, wholesale merchants' sales were 
down (44%) on a year-over-year basis for the 
third time in four months. 

This issue also includes the raw material 
price index. 
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Composite Leading Indicator 
Growth Slows 
The growth of the leading indicator slowed in 
January due to the slump in orders arid shipments 
in the auto industry. Cutbacks in the auto industry 
reduced the monthly growth in the t)verall index 
from 0.3% to 0.1%. Four of the ten components 
posted declines, two more than in December. 
Growth in the other components reflected gains in 
final demand, notably housing. .uto sales in 
January were boosted by rebates, and auto 
production rebounded in February from its steep 
one-month decline. 

The indicators for manufacturing softened in 
January, largely due to cutbacks in the auto 
industry. New orders fell 1.5%, but excluding the 
drop in autos they would have risen 0.2% due to 
strength in business investment. The auto industry 

(continued on page 2) 
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Composite Leading Indicator Growth 
Weakens 
also accounted for all of the drop in the ratio of 
shipments to stocks of finished goods. The average 
workweek was little changed, despite the largest 
decline in the unsmoothed version since mid-1987. 

The indicators related to housing demand 
continued to be the most vigorous in January. The 
house spending index rose 2.0%, with housing starts 
supplanting house sales as the source of growth. 
Furniture and appliance sales continued to expand 

Upturn in Construction 
Intentions 
The value of building permits issued by muni-
cipalities increased 3.1% on a month-over-month 
basis in December. This was the first advance since 
August and it was due to higher levels of building 
intentions for non-residential construction. 

Following three consecutive decreases, the 
value of non-residential building permits rose 8.2% 
over November to top $1.4 billion. Commercial and 
industrial building permits both rose after a three-
month downturn. 

Residential permits were off slightly (-0.4%), 
edging down to $1.9 billion. Residential con-
struction intentions had been rising in recent 
months, for single-family dwellings in particular. 
The small drop in December was attributable to the 
multi-family dwelling sector. 
For further information, order Building Permits 
(catalogue number 64-001) or contact investment 
and Capital Stock Division at (613) 951-2583. 

in tandem. Growth in housing continued to be led 
by Western Canada, where income gains recently 
have been the strongest. Auto sales rebounded, 
stimulated by rebates, and this contributed to a 
fourth straight gain in sales of durable goods (which 
fell through most of 1989). Personal services 
contributed most to the acceleration in employment 
in personal and business services. 
For further information, order Canadian Economic 
Observer (catalogue number 11-010) or contact 
International and Financial Economics Division at 
(613) 951-3627. 
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Redesign of the Retail Trade 
Survey 
Preliminary estimates indicate that retail sales 
increased 2.0% in January 1990 to $16.5 billion. The 
20% increase in retail sales contrasted with the 
general decline in sales observed in the last three 
months of 1989. 

The Monthly Retail Trade Survey, one of 
Statistics Canada's most important economic 
surveys, has been redesigned and is now based on a 
new sample. The survey provides the key 
components used to estimate consumer expenditure 
on a current basis. It is widely used by government 
and by the business community. 

Past estimates of retail trade resulted from a 
monthly survey designed and introduced in the 
early 1970s. In recent years the survey 
underestimated by a significant margin the value of 
total sales. The new survey has been conducted in 
"parallel" to the old survey for the January 1989 to 
December 1989 period. 
The major changes are: 
• The new survey relies on a new and more up to 

date list of names and addresses of retail 
businesses. The list is designed in such a way 
that it will enable reliable comparisons of 
monthly retail trade data with data from other 
business surveys 

(Continued on page3) 
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Redesign of the Retail Trade Survey 
• Data collection has been regionalized and 

respondents have the option of replying to the 
survey by telephone. This has resulted in 
significantly higher response rates. 

• Estimates are published for 16 trade groups for 
Canada and total retail sales for the provinces 
and territories. In addition, department store 
type merchandise totals are available for each 
province and territory. Work is progressing to 
produce estimates of trade groups by province 

and of total retail trade for a limited number of 
major metropolitan areas. A decision on 
publishing this information is expected by Fall 
1990. 

• The new survey is based upon the 1980 version 
of the Standard Industrial Cla,sification and the 
1986 version of the Standard Geographical 
Classification. 

For further information, order Retail Trade 
(catalogue number 63 -005) or contact Industry 
Division at (613) 951-9682. 

Turnaround in Help-wanted 
Index 
The seasonally adjusted help-wanted index rose in 
March, following a six-month downturn. The 
indexes for the regions indicated strengthening 
demand for labour in some regions, but continued 
weakness in Ontario. 

The help-wanted index reflects regional 
variations in the demand for labour. Column space 
of published help-wanted ads in 20 metropolitan 
newspapers is compared to the average space in the 
base year and then multiplied by the appropriate 
population weights for the metropolitan area or 
region of distribution. 

The index for Ontario continued to decline, 
dropping for the fifth consecutive month. At 135, the 
index was at its lowest level since 1986. The index 
for Quebec was up in March, the second increase in 
three months. Quebec had shown weakness in the 
last half of 1989. 

Help-wanted Index (1981 = 100) - Revised 

Nov. 	D.c. 	Jan. 	Feb. 	Mar. 

seasonally adjusted 

Canada 

Atlantic Region 182 164 183 173 186 
Quebec 160 153 159 153 149 
Ontario 154 150 145 139 135 
Prairie Region 91 89 83 89 89 
British Columbia 139 132 131 121 129 

In British Columbia, the index jumped to 129, 
recovering almost totally from a sharp drop in 
February. The index for the Atlantic region rose to 
186, after declining markedly from September to 
December. In the Prairic region, the index was 
unchanged. 

For further information, contact Labour Division at 
(613) 9514045. 
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Downturn in Raw Material Prices 
Halted 
• The raw materials price index (RMPI, 

1981 = 100) rose 3.4% on a month-over-month 
basis in January, interrupting the declining 
trend evident since June. 

• The mineral fuels component continued the 
rising trend evident in recent months. 

• Animal and animal product prices rose, con-
tinuing the fluctuating but rising trend evident 
throughout 1989. 

• Vegetable product prices rose for the second 
consecutive month, after falling through 1989. 

• Non-ferrous metal prices increased 1.9%, the 
first gain since September. 

Raw Materials Price Index 

Oct. 	Nov. 	Dec. 	Jan. 	Feb. 

% change, previous month 

Total 	 0.6 	-0.2 	-0.4 	0.6 	3.4 

Animal products 	1.7 	-0.5 	0.3 	-1.4 	1.9 
Non-ferrousmetals 	-1.9 	.57 	-5.1 	-2.8 	1.9 
Mineral fuels 	 2.1 	2.1 	1.2 	2.6 	6.0 

For further information, order Industry Price 
Indexes (catalogue number 62 -011) or contact Prices 
Division at (613) 951-9607. 
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Decline in Industrial Product 
Prices Interrupted 
• The industrial product price index (IPPI = 100) 

was up (0.7%) for the second consecutive month 
in January, following a six-month decline. 

• Large price hikes in export-orientated com-
modities corresponded with a sharp decrease in 
the value of the Canadian dollar. Particularly 
noticeable were transportation equipment, 
paper and wood products where the month-to-
month increases in February were very similar 
to the year-to-year change. 

• Primary metal product prices continued to 
weaken as they did throughout 1989. 

• Petroleum and coal prices rose strongly for the 
third month in a row. 

For further information, order industry Price 
indexes (catalogue number 62 -011) or contact Prices 
Division at (613) 951 -9607. 
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Reduction in Wholesale 
Merchants' Sales 
In January, wholesale merchants' sales were down 
(-0.4%) on a year-over-year basis for the third time 
in four months. Sales growth has been decelerating 
for two years. While five of the nine major trade 
groups registered increases, they were unable to 
offset declines for the four remaining groups. 

The most significant difference in terms of 
overall sales was reported by wholesalers of lumber 
and building materials, nearly 15% higher than a 
year earlier. This was their first year-over-year 
increase since October. Motor vehicle dealers, on the 
other hand, registered a drop of 10% to continue 
their trend of fluctuating sales levels. 
For further information, order Wholesale Trade 
(catalogue number 63 -008) or contact Industry 
Division at (613) 951-3540. 
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CURRENT TRENDS* 

Gross Domestic Product 

% change, previous month 
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Real GDP decreased 0.2% in January following a 
deceleration in growth in the preceding months. 

Composite Leading Indicator 

% change, previous month 
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The growth in the composite leading Indicator 
slowed in January to 0.1% from 0.3%. 

Consumer Price Index 	 Unemployment Rate and Employment 
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In February, the CPI posted a year-over-year rise 
of 5.4%, down slightly from 5.5% in January. 

Manufacturing 
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The unemployment rate was down slightly to 
7.7% in February, returnino to the level registered 
in November and Decembr. 

Merchandise Trade 
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Shipments were down for the second consecutive 
month in January. 

1987 	 1988 	 1989 
The short-term trend for exports stabilized in 
December, while imports were down for the 
second month. 

All series are seasonally adjusted except the consumer price index. 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED FROM MARCH 30 TO APRIL 5 	S 
AGRICULTURE 

Farm Product Price Index, January 1990. Catalogue number 
62-003 (Canada: $6.80/568; Other Countries: 58.201$82). 
The Dairy Review, January 1990. Catalogue number 23-001 
(Canada: $1 1.60/Si 16; Other Countries: $139015139). 

CENSUS 

Focus on Canada Series: Canada's Farm Population, 1986 
Census. Catalogue number 98-133 (Canada: $10; Other 
Countries: $11). 
User's Guide to 1986 Census Data on Labour Force Activity, 
1986 Census. Catalogue number 99-111E (Canada: $23; Other 
Countries: $24). 
User's Guide to 1986 Census Data on Occupation, 1986 
Census. Catalogue number 99-109E (Canada: $23; Other 
Countries: $24). 

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND TOURISM 

Touriscope - International Travel, National and Provincial 
Counts, October-December 1989. Catalogue number 66-001 
(Canada: $36.751$147; Other Countries: $4050/$162). 

HEALTH 

Health Reports, 1989. Catalogue number 82-003 (Canada: 
$2515100; Other Countries: $3015120). 

HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS 

Income after Tax, Distributions by Size in Canada, 1988. 
Catalogue number 13-210 (Canada: $25; Other Countries: $30). 

INDUSTRY 

Asphalt Roofing, February 1990. Catalogue number 45-001 
(Canada: $4.70/547; Other Countries: $5.60/556). 
Cement, February 1990. Catalogue number 44-00 1 (Canada: 
$470/$47; Other Countries: $5.60/556). 

Fruit and Vegetable Preservation Service Bulletin - Pack of 
Processed Mushrooms, 1989. Catalogue number 32-023 
(Canada: $7.40/5121; Other Countries: $8.90/5145). 
Gypsum Products, February 1990. Catalogue number 44-003 
(Canada: $4.70/547; Other Countries: $5.60/556). 
Primary Iron and Steel, January 1990. Catalogue number 
41-001 (Canada: $4.70/547; Other Countries: $5.60/556). 
Production and Inventories of Process Cheese and Instant 
Skim Milk Powder, February 1990. Catalogue number 32-024 
(Canada: $4701547; Other Countries: $5.60/556). 
Products Shipped by Canadian Manufacturers, 1984, 1985, 
1986. Catalogue number 31.211 (Canada: $60; Other Countries: 
$72). 
Refined Petroleum Products, December 1989. Catalogue 
number 45-004 (Canada: $17,30/5173; Other Countries: 
$2080/$208). 
Retail Trade, November 1989. Catalogue number 63.005 
(Canada: $16.80/$168; Other Countries: $202015202). 

Figid Insulating Board Wood Fibre Products), 1'ebruary 
1990. Catalogue number 36-002 (Canada: 54.701547; Other 
Countries: $5601556). 
Shipments of Animal and Poultry Feeds - Semi-Annual, 
Semi-annual period ended December. Catalogue number 32.004 
(Canada: $6.501$13; Other Countries: $81516). 

INTERNATIONAL AND FINANCIAL ECONOMICS 

Inter-Corporate Ownership, March 1990. Catalogue number 
61.517 (Canada: $325; Other Countries: $390). 
Security Transactions with Non-residents, January 1990. 
Catalogue number 67-002 (Canada: $1515150; Other Countries: 
$18/$180). 

System of National Accounts - Provincial Economic 
Accounts, 1984-1988. Catalogue number 13-213 (Canada: $50; 
Other Countries: $60). 

INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK 

Capacity Utilization Rates in Canadian Manufacturing, 
Fourth Quarter 1990. Catalogue number 31-003 (Canada: 
$ 10.50/$42; Other Countries: $12.501550). 

JUSTICE 

Juristat Service Bulletin, Vol. 10, No. 3, Family Courts in 
Canada, January 1990. Catalogue number 85-002 (Canada: 
$3.70/53 7; Other Countries: $4401544). 

LABOUR 

Profiles - Labour Market Activity Survey, 1986. Catalogue 
number 71-214 (Canada: $11; Other Countries: $13). 
Trusteed Pension Funds - Financial Statistics, 1988. 
Catalogue number 74-201 (Canada: $37; Other Countries: $44). 

PRICES 

Industry Price Indexes, January 1990. Catalogue number 
62-011 (Canada: $ 17.3015173; Other Countries: $20.80/$208). 

SERVICES 

Computer Service Industry, 1987. Catalogue number 
63-222/Annual (Canada: $25; Other Countries: $30). 
Special Report on Software - Service Industry Bulletin, 
Vol. 1, No. 3 - Seasonal. Catalogue number 63-015 (Canada: 
56.751540.50; Other Countries: $820449). 
Vending Machine Operators, 1988. Catalogue number 63-213 
(Canada: $21; Other Countries: $25). 

TRANSPORTATION 

Road Motor Vehicles - Registrations, 1988. Catalogue 
number 53-219 (Canada: $16; Other Countries: $19). 
Surface and Marine Transport Service Bulletin - Water 
Transport Financial and Operating Statistics, 1988. 
Catalogue number 50-002 (Canada: $8.901$71; Other Countries: 
$10.601585). 
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Regional Reference Centres 
Statistics Canada's regional reference centres provide a full range of the bureau's products and services. 

Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can cons Lilt or purchase our 
publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada's computeiized data retrieval 
systems CANSIM and Telichart. A telephone inquiry service is also available with toll free numbers for 
regional clients outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services - from seminars to consultations - 
are offered. Call or write your regional reference centre for information. 

Newfoundland and Labrador Ontario Saskatchewan 
Advisory Services Advisory Services Statistics Canada 
Statistics Canada Statistics Canada Avord Tower, 9th Floor 
3rd floor 10th Floor 2002 Victoria Avenue 
Viking Building Arthur Meighen Building Regina, Saskatchewan 
Crosbie Road 25 St. Clair Avenue East SAP 0R7 
St. John's, Newfoundland Toronto, Ontario tal calls: 780.5405 
A lB 3P2 M4T 1 M4 Toll free service: 1-800-667.7164 
Local calls: 772.4073 Local calls: 973-6586 
Toll free service: 1.800-563.4255 Toll free service: 1-800-263-1136 

Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories 

Maritime Provinces National Capital Region Advisory Services 
Advisory Services Advisory Services Statistics Canitda 
Statistics Canada Statistical Reference Centre (NCR) 8th Floor 
North American Life Centre Statistics Canada Park Square 
1770 MarketStreet Lobby 10001 Bellam' Hill 
Halifax. Nova Scotia R.H. Coats Building Edmonton, All,erta 
B3J 3M3 Holland Avenue T5J 3B6 
1.ocal calls: 426-5331 Ottawa, Ontario Local calls: 495-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800-565.7192 K1A 0T6 Toll free servi e: 1-800-282-3907 

Local calls: 951.8116 N.W.T. - Call collect 403) 495-3028 
If outside the local calling area, please 

Quebec dial the toll free number for your 
Advisory Services province. Southern Alberta (Calgary) 
Statistics Canada Advisory Services 
200 René Levesque Blvd. W. Statistics Canida 
Guy Favreau Complex Manitoba First Street Plaza 
Suite 412 East Tower Advisory Services Room 401 
Montreal, Quebec Statistics Canada 138-4th Avenue South East 
H2Z 1X4 6th Floor Calgary, Alberta 
Local calls: 283.5725 General Post Office Building T2G 4Z6 
Toll free service: 1.800-361-2831 266 Graham Avenue Local calls: 292-6717 

Winnipeg, Manitoba Toll free servie: 1-800-472-9708 
R3COK4 
Local calls: 983-4020 
Toll free service: 1-800-542-3404 British Columbia and the Yukon 

Advisory Serx ices 
Statistics Canada 
3 1d Floor 
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre 
757 West Hastings Street 
Suite 440F 
Vancouver, B C. 
V6C 3C9 
Local calls: 606-3691 
Toll free service: 1.800.663-1551 

(except Attin, B.C.) 
Yukon and AiIm, B.C. 
Zenith 08913 
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LAIIST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
Change Change 

Previous Previous 
Period Level Period Year 

GENERAL 
Gross Domestic Product ($ billion, 1981) Jan. 416 -0.2% 2.0% 
Composite Leading Indicator (1981= 100) Jan .* 146.3 0.1% 1.7% 
Profits of Industrial Corporations ($ billion) 4th Q 6.8 -7.0% -25.3% 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Retail Trade ($ billion) Jan. 5  16.5 2.0% 5.3% 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ('000 units) Jan. 127 8.8% 3.7% 

LABOUR 
Employment (millions) Feb. 12.6 0.2% 1.6% 
Unemployment Rate (%) Feb. 7.7 -0.1 -0.1 
Participation Rate (%) Feb. 67.2 -0.1 -0.2 
Labour Income ($ billion) Dec. 30.0 0.4% 9.5% 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) Jan. 499.63 0.6% 5.4% 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Merchandise Exports ($ billion) Jan. 11.6 6.1% -4.5% 
Merchandise Imports ($ billion) Jan. 11.0 -0.8% -1.0% 
Merchandise Trade Balance ($ billion) Jan. 0.7 0.8 -0.4 

MANUFACTURING 
Shipments ($ billion) Jan. 23.5 -5.0% -4.1% 
New Orders ($ billion) Jan. 23.5 -2.5% -4.7% 
Unfilled Orders ($ billion) Jan. 30.7 -0.2% -4.0% 
Inventory! Shipments Ratio Jan. 1.64 0.09 0.09 
Capacity Utilization (%) 4th Q 80.3 -1.3 -2.4 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index 0 981 = 100) Feb. 155.8 0.6% 5.4% 
Industrial Product Price Index (1981 = 100) Jan. 130.4 0.1% -0.3% 
RawMaterialsPricelndex (1981=100) Jan. 100.3 1.2% 3.0% 
New Housing Price Index (1981 = 100) Jan. 153.5 0.5% 8.7% 

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception ofaverage weekly earnings and the price indexes 
* New this week. 
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