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OVERVIEW 
U Downturn in Employment 

Seasonally adjusted employment was at a level 
of 12,604,000 in May, down 45,000 from April 
after generally increasing during the preceding 
six months. 

• Leading Indicator Declines Again 
The composite leading indicator fell by 0.1% in 
March. The index had edged down in February 
after posting marginal gains every month since 
last summer. 

U Motor Vehicle Sales Continue to 
Fluctuate 
Declining motor vehicle sales in April offset a 
March increase. Month-to-month changes 
continued to fluctuate. 

• Number of Tourists Still Following 
Upward Trend 
In April, the number of tourists visiting Canada 
continued an upward trend noted since the 
middle of 1989. 

• Rising Trend in Farm Product 
Prices Maintained 
The Farm Product Price Index was up 0.7% in 
April. 
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Downturn in Employment 
Seasonally adjusted employment reached a level of 
12,604,000 in May, down 45,000 from the previous 
month after generally increasing during the 
preceding six months. 

Employment in manufacturing dropped 43,000. 
This continued the trend of recent months. 
Agriculture also showed a decline (11,000) after 
generally increasing since January. Employment in 
public administration decreased 17000 following 
increases in March and April. These declines were 
partly offset by gains of 14,000 in the trade industry 
and smaller gains in other industries. 

Ontario posted the most pronounced drop in 
employment (44,000), after smaller declines in 
March and April. Employment in Alberta dropped 
by 17,000, after little change in recent months. A 
decline of 6,000 in Nova Scotia followed four months 
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I)ownturn in Employment 
of increases. These declines were partly offset by a 
gain of 13,000 in British Columbia, the second 
consecutive gain of this magnitude after declines in 
February and March. Employment variations in 
other provinces were small. 

The unemployment rate jumped From 7 2 in 
April to 7.6 in May, but remained below the rates 
attained in January and February. 

For further information, order The Labour Force 
(71 -001) or call Household Surveys Division at (613) 
951-2301. 
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Leading Indicator Declines 
Again 
The composite leading indicator fell by 0.1% in 
March. The index had edged down in February after 
posting marginal gains every month since last 
summer. 

The performance of the components related to 
household demand was mixed. After a period of 
steady growth, the housing index dropped as the 
downturn in house sales worsened. This index, 
which also includes housing starts, had grown 
rapidly at the turn of the year. Furniture and 
appliance sales, which tend to lag behind housing 
demand, posted a marked increase. Sales of other 
durable goods also continued to grow rapidly, 
although sales fell sharply in April when the 
stimulus of rebates waned. The slackening of sales 
in April also followed a drop in consumer confidence 
in the first quarter, and a slowdown in paid 
employment and wages. 

The indicators of manufacturing all declined in 
March, as they had in February. In particular, the 
trend of new orders for durable goods continued to 
weaken, as the recovery in autos was weak 
following a sharp drop in January. Shipments of 
non-durable goods continued to decline, and 
contributed to another drop in the ratio of shipments 
to stocks of finished goods. The average workweek 
continued to contract slightly. 

The financial market indicators both declined 
sharply in March. The Toronto Stock Exchange 
index fell by 1.6%, even as stock markets rose in the 
United States. This is the third consecutive 
decrease of an index that had posted steady growth 
since May 1988. The real money supply posted its 
largest decline since the slowdown in 1986. 
For further information, order the Canadian 
Economic Observer (catalogue number 11-010), or 
contact the International and Financial Economics 
Division at (613) 951 -3627). 
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Motor Vehicle Sales Continue to 
Fluctuate 
Seasonally adjusted sales of new motor vehicles 
totalled 112,000 units in April, down 6.8% from 
March. The sharp decrease following an advance in 
March was in line with the fluctuating sales levels 
in recent months, and with the general downward 
trend in sales evident over the last 16 months. 

Sales for both commercial vehicles and 
passenger cars decreased. Commercial vehicle sales 
dropped 8.5%, in line with the trend of softer sales 
noted since 1989. 

Car sales decreased 5.9%, dropping for the 
second time since January. Continuing a 
weakening market• share trend, sales of North-
American built cars decreased 6.4% in April, while 
sales of imported products decreased 4.8%. 

Motor Vehicle Sales 

Dec. 	Jan. 	Feb. Mar. 	Apr. 

% change, previous month 

Passenger cars 	0.6 	3.3 	-6.6 	3.5 	-5.9 
North American 	3.0 	-0.6 	-7.7 	4.3 	.6.4 
Imported 	 .4.3 	12.0 	-4.4 	1.9 	.4.8 

Commercial vehicles 	-10.1 	17.5 	.16.6 	10.5 	.8.5 

Total 	 . 	3.1 	7.9 	-10.1 	5.8 	-6.8 

For further information, order New Motor Vehicle 
Sales (catalogue number 63-007) or contact Industry 
Division at (613) 951-3552. 
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Number of Tourists Continues 
Upward Trend 
In April, the seasonally adjusted volume of foreign 
travellers staying in Canada for one or more nights 
continued its upward trend. Month-to-month 
results were down 1.2% from March, as an increase 
in the number of travellers from overseas did not 
offset a decrease in the number of travellers from 
the United States. However, the short-term trend, 
as measured by a 13-month weighted moving 
average, continues to edge upward. 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, overnight 
international trips by Canadian residents were 
down 2.2% from the previous month. Results from 
April show that the upward trend in foreign travel 
by Canadians has been levelling off since the 
beginning of the year. 

Unadjusted results for the first four months of 
this year indicate that total trips to all foreign 
destinations by Canadian residents increased 16.5% 
above the same period of 1989. Trips to the United 
States increased at a stronger rate (17.4%) than 
visits to other countries (4.8%). 
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For furt her information, order International Travel - 
Advance Information (catalogue number 66-00IP) or 
contact Education, Culture and Tourism Division at 
(613) 951-8933. 

Rising Trend in Farm Product 
Prices Maintained 
In April, the farm product price index 0986= ioo:r 
stood at 107.1, up 0.7% over the previous month, and 
continuing the pattern of moderate growth evident 
since September. However, the index remained 4.3% 
below the year-earlier level of 111.9. 

The crops component rose 0.7%, as prices for 
cereals and oilseeds were up. Cereals, up 0.9%, 
continued a moderate rising trend. Oilseeds also 
rose (+2.1%), maintaining a rising trend evident 
since November. Potato prices declined (-2.5%), 
reversing a rising trend. 

The livestock and animal products component 
increased 0.7% in April, extending the generally 
rising trend evident throughout 1989. 
For further information, order Farm Product Price 
Index (catalogue number 62 -003) or contact 

0 Agriculture Division at (613) 951-2436. 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED FROM JUNE 8 TO 14 	
. 

AGRICULTURE 

Farm Cash Receipts,January-March 1990. Catalogue number 
21-001 (Canada: $1 1I$; United States: US$13.251US$53; Other 
Countries: US$15,501U8$62). 

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND TOURISM 

Education Statistics Bulletin - Financial Statistics of 
Canadian Universities, 1987-1988. Catalogue number 81-002 
(Canada: $4.901$49; United States: US$5.90IUS$59; Other 
Countries: US$6.90/US$69). 

Touriscope - International Travel, June 1990. Catalogue 
number 66-001 (Canada: $6.10/561; United States: 
US$7.301US$73; Other Countries: US$8.50/US$85). 

INDUSTRY 

Canned and Frozen Fruits and Vegetables - Monthly. 
December 1989. Catalogue number 32-011 (Canada: $5/$50; 
United States: US$6/US$60; Other Countries: US$711JS$70). 

Coal and Coke Statistics, March 1990. Catalogue number 
45-002 (Canada: 51015100; United States: US$12/US$120; Other 
Countries: US$14/US$ 140). 

Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, April 1990. 
Catalogue number 43-005 (Canada: $51550; United States: 
US$6/US$60; Other Countries: US$7/US$70). 

Footwear Statistics, April 1990. Catalogue number 33-002 
(Canada: $51$50; United States: US$6IUS$60; Other Countries: 
US$7IIJS$70). 

Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins, April 1990. 
Catalogue number 46-002 (Canada: $5.60/556; United States: 
US$6.70/US$67; Other Countries: US$7.80IUS$78). 

Oils and Fats, April 1990. Catalogue number 32-006 (Canada: 
$5450; United States: US$6/US$60; Other Countries: 
US$7/US$70). 

Particleboard, Waferboard and Fibreboard, April 1990. 
Catalogue number 36-003 (Canada: 551550; United States: 
US$6/US$60; Other Countries: US$7IIJS$70). 

Production and Shipments of Steel Pipe and Tubing, April 
1990. Catalogue number 41-011 (Canada: $51550; United States: 
US$6/US$60; Other Countries: US$7/IJS$70). 

Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics, April 1990. 
Catalogue number 25-001 (Canada: $6.10/561; United States: 
US$7.30/US$73; Other Countries: US$8.501US$85). 

Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products, April 1990. 
Catalogue number 41-006 (Canada: $51550; United States: 
US$6/US$60; Other Countries: US$7IUS$70). 

Wholesale Trade, March 1990. Catalogue number 63-008 
(Canada: $14.40/5144; United States: US$17.30/US$173; Other 
Countries: US$20.20/US$202). 

INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION AND FINANCE 

Industrial Corporations Financial Statistics, First Quarter, 
1990. Catalogue number 61-003 (Canada: $1650/$66; United 
States: US$1 9.75/US$79; Other Countries: US$23/US$92). 

INTERNATIONAL AND FINANCIAL ECONOMICS 

Security Transactions with Non-residents, March 1990. 
Catalogue number 67-002 (Canada: $15.80/5158; United States: 
US$1 9/US$ 190; Other Countries: US$22.1 0/US$221). 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

Exports by Commodity (H.S. Based), March 1990. Catalogue 
number 65-004 (Canada: $55.10/5551; United States: 
US$66.1 0IUS$66 1; Other Countries: US$77. 1OIUS$77 1). 

Imports by Country (H.S. Based), January-March 1990. 
Catalogue number 65.006 (Canada: $82.751533 1; United States: 
US$99.251US$397; Other Countries: US$1 15.75/US$463). 

INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK 

Building Permits, March 1990. Catalogue number 64-001 
(Canada: $22.10/5221; United States: US$26.50IUS$265; Other 
Countries: US$3090/5309). 

LABOUR 

Unemployment Insurance Statistics, March 1990. Catalogue 
number 73-001 (Canada: $147015147; United States: 
US$1 7.601US$l 76; Other Countries: US$20.60IUS$206). 

SERVICES 

Gas Utilities, February 1990. Catalogue number 55-002 
(Canada: $12.70/5127; United States: US$15.20/US$152; Other 
Countries: US$17.80/US$178). 

Service Industry Bulletin, Vol. 2, No. 1 - The Consulting 
Engineering Industry, 1987. Catalogue number 63-015 
(Canada: $7.20/543; United States: US$8.651US$52; Other 
Countries: US$I0IUS$60). 

TRANSPORTATION 

Oil Pipe Line Transport, March 1990. Catalogue number 
55-001 (Canada: $1015100; United States: US$12IUS$120; Other 
Countries: US$1415140). 

Passenger Bus and Urban Transit Statistics, April 1990. 
Catalogue number 53-003 (Canada: $7.10/571; United States: 
US$8.50/US$85; Other Countries: US$9.90/US$99). 
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In March, real gross domestic product registered a 
slight increase for the second consecutive month. 

Consumer Price index 

% change, previous year 
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The year-over-year increase in the consumer 
price index was 5.0%  in April, down significantly 
from 5.3% in March. 

Manufacturing 

Billions of dollars 
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Manufacturers' shipments were up 1.10/0  in 
March, continuing to recover from the decline in 
January. 

Composite Leading Indicator 

% change, previous monttl 

The composite leading indicator fell by 0.1% in 
March as it had in February. It had posted 
marginal gains since last summei. 

Unemployment Rate and Employment 
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Employment was at a level of 12.604,000 in May, 
down 45,000 from April after generally increasing 
during the preceding six months. 

Merchandise Trade 

Billions of dollars, short-term trend 
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Exports rose for the fifth consecutive month in 
February, while the gain in imports followed two 
months of no change. 

- All series are seasonally add usted except the consumer price index. 
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LAIF4SI MONTHLY STATISTICS 

Change Change 
Previous Previous 

Period Level Period Year 

GENERAL 
Gross Domestic Product ($ billion, 1981) Mar. 416 0.1% 2.0% 
Composite Leading Indicator (1981 = 100) Mar.* 145.9 -0.1% 0.6% 
Profits of Industrial Corporations ($ billion) lStQ 6.3 0.0% -34.7% 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Retail Trade ($ billion) Mar. 16.5 0.4% 4.5% 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ('000 units) Mar. 121 6.3% 8.5% 

LABOUR 
Employment (millions) May* 12.6 -0.3% 1.2% 
Unemployment Rate (%) May* 7.6 0.4 0.0 
Participation Rate (%) Maya 66.9 -0.1 -0.1 
Labour income ($ billion) Feb. 30.9 0.7% 8.7% 
Averag Weekly Earnings ($) Mar. 501.23 0.5% 49% 

INTER 	TIONAL TRADE 
Merchanu.e Exports ($ billion) Mar. 11.9 1.9% 2.9% 
Merchandise Imports ($ billion) Mar. 11.4 -1.7% 2.2% 
Merchandise Trade Balance ($ billion) Mar. 0.5 0.5 0.1 

MANUFACTURING 
Shipments ($ billion) Mar. 24.8 1.1% -1.1% 
New Orders ($ billion) Mar. 24.0 -0.2% -3.4% 
Unfilled Orders ($ billion) Mar. 28.0 -2.7% -9.3% 
Inventory/Shipments Ratio Mar. 1.55 -0.02 0.02 
Capacity Utilization (%) 4th Q 80.3 -1.3 -2.4 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1981=100) Apr. 156.4 0.1% 5.0% 
Industrial Product Price Index (1981 = 100) Apr. 131.4 -0.1% 0.1% 
RawMaterialsPricelndex (1981=100) Apr. 101.6 -3.3% -0.8% 
New Housing Price Index (1981 = 100) Mar. 154.0 0.2% 4.7% 

Note: All serzes are seasonally adjusted with the exception of average weekly earnings and the price indexes 
* New this week. 
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