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OVERVIEW 
• Wages and Salaries Post Stable 

Growth 
The estimate of wages and salaries was up 0.5% 
in October, an increase similar to the 0.3% gain 
posted in September. 

• Help-wanted Index Unchanged 
After declining for over one year, the Help- 
wanted Index was unchanged in December. 

• Composite Leading Indicator 
Continues to Drop 
The drop in the composite leading indicator was 
0.6% in October, faster than the declines of 0.3% 
in August and 0.5% in September. 

Wages and Salaries Post Stable 
Growth 
The seasonally adjusted estimate of wages and 
salaries was up 0.5% in October, an increase similar 
to the 0.3% advance posted in September. 

Mines, quarries and oil wells registered a gain of 
2.1%, which together with the smaller increases of 
the previous two months, offset declines in June and 
July. Wages and salaries for transportation, 
communication and other utilities rose by 1.1%, 
after a slight decrease in the previous month. 
Commercial and personal services registered an 
increase of 0.9%, slightly higher than the gains of 
the previous two months. Health and welfare 
services and trade also posted gains. 

Wages and salaries declined by 1.0% in 
construction and in local administration. The 

(contin ued on page 2) 

• New Housing Price Index Maintains 
Downward Trend 
The New Housing Price Index for Canada fell by 
1.2% in November, the eighth consecutive 
decline. 
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Wages and Salaries Post Stable Growth 
decline in construction was the first in five months, 
while the decrease for local administration followed 
two sharp increases. 

Help-wanted Index Unchanged 
In December, the seasonally adjusted Help-wanted 
index for Canada (1981 = 100) stood at 85, 
unchanged from November. This level is 46.9% 
below that of April 1989, when the index started to 
decline. 

The regional indexes showed very different 
patterns. For the Atlantic region, the index 
increased by 10.2% after declining a cumulative 
32.1% in the previous four months. In Ontario, the 
index increased by 9.6% after a cumulative fall of 
18.7% since November 1989. In Quebec, the index 
posted its first increase (3.0%) in four months. 

The index for British Columbia continued to 
decrease and has posted a cumulative drop of 37% 
from the level reached in April. In the Prairie 
provinces, the index was unchanged after generally 
declining since May. 
For further information contact Labour Division at 
(613) 951-4044, FAX (613) 951 -4087. 

Composite Leading Indicator 
Continues to Drop 
In October, the composite leading indicator 
continued to drop at an accelerating rate. Declines 
of 0.5% in September and 0.6% in October are the 
largest since the index began to decrease in 
February 1990. Nine of the ten components posted 
drops, indicating a further deterioration of the 
economy in the short-term. 

All of the components related to household 
demand continued to decline. The housing index 
dropped by 3.4%, reflecting a weakening of housing 
starts and in Ontario and Western Canada. Sales of 
existing homes were also particularly weak in these 
areas of the country. Furniture and appliance sales 
continued to decelerate. Sales of other durable 
goods dropped by 1.0%, led by lower sales of 
automobiles in Quebec and the Atlantic provinces. 
Employment in business and personal services 
declined by 0.3%, the second consecutive drop after 
continuous growth of over one year. 

After little change in September, new orders fell 
by 0.4%, partly due to strikes. The average 
workweek posted its largest drop (0.3%) since last 
spring. The ratio of shipments to stocks of finished 
goods rose marginally, largely due to lower 
inventories, which were at their lowest level in 
three years. 

For further information, order Estimates of Labour 
Income (catalogue number 72 -005) or contact Labour - 
Division at (613) 951 -405/ 
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The drop in the Toronto Stock Exchange price 
index continued to accelerate, while the money 
supply (Ml) fell at a less rapid rate than in 
September. 

The leading indicator for the United States 
dropped by 0.5%, the largest decrease since the 
1981-1982 recession. 
For further information, order the Caruidian 
Economic Observer (catalogue number 11-010) or 
contact Current Analysis Section at (613) 951 -3627. 
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New Housing Price Index 
Maintains Downward Trend 
The New Housing Price Index for Canada fell by 
12% in November, the eighth consecutive decline. 

In Kitchener-Waterloo, the index posted a 
decline of 2.2%, the largest of six consecutive drops. 
The index for Toronto, which accounts for over one-
third of the index for Canada, declined by 2.1%, 
posting a cumulative drop of 11.8% from the level of 
December 1989. Vancouver posted a drop of 15%, 
which contributed to a cumulative fall of 12.1%  

since February. The index for Victoria declined by 
1.4%, registering a cumulative drop of 22.4% since 
April. 

The estimated House Only component decreased 
1.6%, the eighth consecutive drop, while the 
estimated Land Only Index declined for the sixth 
consecutive month, this time by 0.5%. In the last six 
months, the house only index has declined faster 
than the land only component. 
For further information, order Construction Price 
Statistics (catalogue number 62-007) or contact 
Prices Division at (613) 957-9607. 
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Caring Communities, Proceedings of the Symposium on 
Social Supports 

Caring Communities, a new publication from Statistics Canada, presents 
the proceedings of the symposium on social supports, held in March 1989 
and co-sponsored by four organizations, among them Statistics Canada. 

The report contains several research papers based on the General 
Social Survey (conducted by Statistics Canada in 1985). These papers 
cover topics as diverse as seniors volunteer work, community support for 
AIDS victims, child care needs, and the relationship of multiple roles and 
employment to women's physical health. 

Here are some highlights of two studies featured in the publication: 

• Nearly 60% of seniors, both men and women, donated money to 
charities or to persons living in other dwellings. Providing 
transportation was the next most likely form of support given by older 
men, while among older women, the second most likely form of help 
provided was baby-sitting. 

• The more roles women had, the better their physical health. Employed women were in better physical 
health than non-employed women. Moreover, homemakers who had been employed and left the labour 
force were in better physical health than the long-time homemakers. 

For further information,  order Caring Communities, Proceedings of the Symposium on Social Supports 
(catalogue number 89-514E) or contact the Family and Community Supports Division at (613) 951- 9752. 

Short-term Expectations Survey 
Statistics Canada releases another set of results for the short-term expectations survey, this time a few days 
before the releases of the actual numbers 

For the consumer price index, the mean forecast is a year-over-year increase of 5.1% in December, with 
minimum and maximum values of 4.8% and 5.6%. In the past, estimates for this series showed a slight 
positive bias. 

The mean forecast for the unemployment rate of December is 9.2%. A slight underestimation occurred 
for the previous two months, when the unemployment rate went from 8.4% in September to 9.1% in 
November. 

A value of $862 million is forecast for the trade balance. In six of the previous eight months, the average 
estimate seriously underestimated the trade balance. 

For further information,  contact Diane Lachapelle at (613) 951-0568) or Christian Lajule at (613) 951 -3351. 
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Price: Issue/Subscription 

Division/Publication title 	 Period 	 Catalogue 	Canada 	United 	Other 
Number 	($Cdn.) 	States 	Countries 

sus 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
Security Transactions with 

Non-Residents October 1990 

DEMOGRAPHY 
Postcensal Estimates of Families, 

Canada, Provinces and 
Territories June 1, 1990 

INDUSTRY 
Asphalt Roofing November 1990 
Canned and Frozen Fruits and 

Vegetables - Monthly October 1990 
Cement November 1990 
Department Store Sales 

and Stocks March 1990 
Production and Inventories 

of Process Cheese and 
Instant Skim Milk Powder November 1990 

Production, Shipments and 
Stocks on Hand of Sawmills 
East of the Rockies, 
(Excluding Newfoundland 
and Prince Edward Island) October 1990 

Production, Shipments and 
Stocks on Hand of Sawmills 
in British Columbia October 1990 

Refined Petroleum Products September 1990 
The Sugar Situation November 1990 
Wholesale Trade October 1990 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Summary of Canadian 

International Trade October 1990 

INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK 
Building Permits October 1990 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORTS 
Caring Communities, Proceedings 

of the Symposium on 
Social Supports January 1991 

PRICES 
Industry Price Indexes October 1990 

SERVICES, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
Telephone Statistics October 1990 

TRANSPORTATION 
Air Charter Statistics 1989 
Railway Carloadings October 1990 
Railway Operating Statistics September 1990 
Road Motor Vehicles, 
Fuel Sales 1989 

67-002 	15.80/158 	191190 	22.10/221 

91-204 17 20 24 

45-001 5/50 616 7/70 

32-011 5/50 6/60 7/70 
44-00 1 5/50 6/60 7/70 

63-002 14.40/144 17.30/173 20.20/202 

32-024 5/50 6/60 7170 

35-002 10100 12/120 14/140 

35-003 7.10/71 8.50/85 9.90/99 
45.004 18.20/182 21.80/218 25.50/255 
32.013 5/50 6/60 7/70 
63.008 14.40/144 17.30/173 20.20/202 

65-00 1 18.20/182 21.801218 25.50/255 

6400 1 22.10/221 26.50/265 30.90/309 

89.514E 43 52 60 

62.011 18.20/182 21.80/218 25.50/255 

56-002 8.30/83 10/100 11.60/116 

51-207 36 43 50 
52-001 8.30/83 10/100 11.60/1143 
52-003 10.501105 12.60/126 14.70/147 

53-218 17 20 24 
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Real Gross Domestic Product at factor cost slid a 
further 0.1% in October after dropping 0.7% in 
September and 0.4% in August. 
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In November, the Consumer Price Index posted a 
year over year rise of 5.0%, slightly higher than 
the increase registered in October. 

Manufacturing 
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Manufacturing shipments increased by 2.6% in 
October. Unfilled orders continued to decline. 

Composite Leading Indicator 
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In October, the composite leading indicator fell by 
0.6%, the ninth consecutive drop. 

Unemployment Rate and Employment 
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Employment fell 0.5% in November, contributing 
to a cumulative drop of lob  since August. The 
unemployment rate was at 9.1%. 

Merchandise Trade 

Billions of dollars 
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In October. exports increased to the highest level 
in the last ten years, while imports registered a 
record level. 

All series are seasonally adjusted except the consumer price index. 
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Change 	Change 

	

Previous 	Previous 
Period 	Level 	Period 	Year 

GENERAL 
Gross Domestic Product ($ billion, 1986) October 506 -0.1% -0.7% 
Composite Leading Indicator (1981 = 100) Oc tober* 141,7 -0.6% -2.5% 
Profits of Industrial Corporations ($ billion) 3rd Q 5.2 13.6% -29.5% 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Retail Trade ($ billion) October 16.1 -0.3% -0.5% 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ('000 units) October 101 -5.4% -14.4% 

LABOUR 
Employment (millions) November 12.5 -0.5% -0.5% 
Unemployment R..ate(%) November 9.1 0.3 1.4 
Participation Rate (%) November 66.9 -0.2 -0.3 
Labour Income ($ billion) October* 32.3 0.7% 6.7% 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) October 522.80 0.6% 5.2% 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Merchandise Exports ($ billion) October 12.7 4.7% 9.0% 
Merchandise Imports ($ billion) October 11.9 9.1% 2.4% 
Merchandise Trade Balance ($ billion) October 0.8 -0.4 0.8 

MANUFACTURING 
Shipments ($ billion) October 24.9 2.6% -1.6% 
New Orders ($ billion) October 24.6 2.2% -5.0% 
Unfilled Orders ($ billion) October 27.3 -1.6% -10.5% 
Inventory! Shipments Ratio October 1.50 -0.03 -0.01 
Capacity Utilization (%) 3rd Quarter 78.0 -1.1 -5.5 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1986= 100) November 121.9 0.6% 5.0% 
Industrial Product Price Index (1986= 100) November 110.6 0.1% 1.7% 
Raw Materials Price Index (1986 = 100) November 131.5 3.1% 24.2% 
New Housing Price Index (1986= 100) November* 136.5 -1.2% -5.5% 

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception of ave rage weekly earnings and the price indexes. 
* New this week. 
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