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OVERVIEW 
• Canada's Trade Balance Rebounds 

Canada's trade balance rose from $636 million 
in December to $1.1 billion in January, the 
largest trade surplus posted in eight months. • Manufacturing Activity Sluggish 
Canadian manufacturers' shipments fell 2.4% 
to $21.9 billion in January, the fifth straight 
monthly decline. 

• Number of Foreign Visitors Up 
Marginally 
Following a 6.3% rise in December, the 
number of foreign travellers on trips of one or 
more nights to Canada was up 0. 1°k in 
January. • Credit Card Frauds Skyrocket 
A total of 17,885 credit card fraud offences 
were reported to police in 1990, an increase of 
33% from 1989. • Popularity of VCRs and 
Microwaves Still Growing 
VCRs were found in 68.5% of Canadian 
households in 1991 compared to 66.3% in 
1990 while 73.5% of households had 
microwave ovens compared to 68.2% in 1990. 

This issue also includes information on union 
memberships and on trends to a healthier 
lifestyle. 
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Canada's Trade Balance 
Rebounds 
The seasonally adjusted value of exports increased 
by $621 million to $12.2 billion in January after 
falling by more than $100 million in November 
and in December. Much of the upward movement 
came from groups noted for their monthly swings. 
Exports of automotive products were up by $216 

million; aircraft and other transportation equip-
ment rose by $193 million; and agricultural and 
fishing products increased by $93 million. Among 
the more stable commodities, increases were noted 
for forestry products and industrial goods. 

Exports to most major trading partners 
increased in January, the largest being a $390 
million jump in exports to the United States. 

In January, seasonally adjusted imports rose 
by $173 million to $11.1 billion, the first increase 

(continued on page 2) 

MerchandIse Trade Balance 

Billions of dollars, seasonally adjusted 
2.0 

Balance 

-05 	I I 	I 	I 	I 	I I 	I 	I 	I I 	I I 	I 	I 	I 	I I 
F 	 J 	 J 

	

1990 	 1991 	1992 

'The short-term trend represents a weighted average 
of the data. 

I *1 Stahstics Stahstique 
Canada 	Canada Canada`  



Canada's Trade Balance Rebounds 
following three consecutive monthly declines. All 
three major components of the industrial goods and 
materials grouping rose in January as did import 
levels for forestry products, machinery and equip-
ment excluding aircraft, and miscellaneous 
consumer goods. 

Because of the larger increase in exports 
compared to imports, Canada's trade balance rose 

Manufacturing Activity Sluggish 
In January, Canadian manufacturers' shipments 
fell for the fifth month in a row, down 2.4% to $21.9 
billion, and were 4.3% lower than a year ago. As in 
December, 15 of the 22 major groups recorded 
declines. The largest declines, in order of value, 
were reported in the transportation equipment 
(4.8%), the electrical and electronic products 
(-8.4%) and the refined petroleum and coal products 
industries 0.7%). 

The short-term trend for shipments increased 
from April to July then declined in the following five 
months. (The trend is used to smooth out irregular 
month-to-month movements which may not be 
sustained over a longer period.) 

Unfilled orders continued to decrease, falling 
1.3% to $22.9 billion in January, the ninth 
consecutive monthly decline. Most of the decrease 
was attributable to the fabricated metal products 
industries which posted a 5.3% drop and to the 
transportation equipment industries which fell 
1.3%. Compared to January 1991, unfilled orders 
plunged 11.1%. 

New orders decreased 2.4% to $21.6 billion, the 
fifth decline in a row. On a year-over-year basis, 
new orders fell 5.5% in January. 

Inventory levels slipped 0.2% to $34.0 billion in 
January. Lower levels were recorded in 13 of the 22 
major groups with the steepest declines in the 
refined petroleum and coal products (4.5%), 
primary metals (4.6%) and the chemical products  

from $636 million in December to $1.1 billion in 
January, posting the largest trade surplus in eight 
months. The trade balance has been rising since 
October, but until this month, the increases were 
primarily due to declining imports. 
For further information, order Preliminary 
Statement of Canadian International Trade 
(catalogue number 65-001P), or contact 
International Trade Division at (613) 951 -9647. (See 
also 't'urrent Trends "chart on page 7.) 
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industries (-1.2%). These decreases were partly 
offset by increases in the transportation equipment 
industries (1.8%), notably motor vehicles, and in the 
electrical and electronic products industries (2.0%). 

The inventories to shipments ratio increased 
from 1.52 in December to 1.55 inJanuary. 
For further information, order Monthly Survey of 
Manufacturing (catalogue number 31-001), or 
contact Industry Division at (613) 951-9832. (See 
also 'current Trends "chart on page 7.) 

Number of Foreign Visitors Up 
Marginally 
In January, the seasonally adjusted number of 
foreign travellers on trips of one or more nights to 
Canada edged up 0.1% to 1.3 million after a 6.3% 
rise in December. Trips of one or more nights to 
Canada by residents of the United States rose 1.1% 
in January to 1.0 million. At the same time, 
comparable trips by residents of other countries fell 
3.8% to 242,000. But in comparison with January 
1991, the January figures advanced by 4.4% for 

trips of one or more nights to Canada by residents of 
the United States but fell 0.5% for comparable trips 
by residents of other countries. 

Following three consecutive monthly increases, 
overnight trips by Canadians to the U.S. (by all 
modes of travel) fell 4.8% to 1.7 million trips. 
Similar trips to other countries were down 0.2% to 
245,000 trips. Compared to January 1991, trips by 
Canadians to the U.S. jumped 16.3% and trips to 
other countries were up 2.4%. 

(Continued on page 3) 



Number of Foreign Visitors Up Marginally 
Same-day automobile visits by Canadian 

residents to the United States advanced 1.0% in 
January to a record level of 5.3 million trips, while 
overnight trips by Canadians to the U.S. fell 4.5% to 
1.3 million. 

International Travel Between Canada and 
Other Countries 
January 1992 
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One or More Night Trips 
Non-resident Travellers: 

United States 	1,047 	1.1 	4.4 
Other Countries 	242 	.3.8 	.0.5 
Total 	 1,289 	0.1 	3.4 

Residents of Canada: 
United States 	1,678 	.4.8 	16.3 
Other Countries 	245 	-0.2 	2.4 
Total 	 1,923 	-4.3 	14.3  
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Credit Card Frauds Skyrocket 
According to Uniform Crime Reporting data, the 
number of fraud offences reported to police in 
Canada in 1990 increased by 7% from 1989 to 
130,749. This represents the highest annual 
number of frauds recorded since comparable 
statistics were first collected in 1961. 

Data for the 1980-1990 period show the number 
of frauds recorded a steady increase between 1980 
and 1986, followed by successive decreases between 
1987 and 1989. 

All four western provinces reported 1990 fraud 
rates in excess of the national average (491 per 
100,000 population) but Saskatchewan reported the 
highest provincial fraud rate (587) in 1990. Nova 
Scotia (548) and Ontario (532) also exceeded the 
national average while Newfoundland (274) 
reported the lowest rate. 

Other findings from this survey include: 
• Historically, the majority of frauds reported 

each year involve cheque fraud. In 1990, 74,069 

cheque fraud offences were reported, up 2% from 
1989. However, data show that a total of 17,885 
credit card fraud offences were reported in 1990, 
up 33% from 1989 and an increase of 115% 
between 1980 and 1990. 

• Three-quarters of all fraud ofTences were solved 
by the police, while approximately one-quarter 
of all break-and-enters, thefts, and robberies 
were cleared by the police. 

• The average economic loss from fraud offences 
was $3,123 in 1990, compared to $2,528 for 
robbery, $2,042 for break-and-enter, $1,885 for 
theft, and $564 for mischief. 

• Accused persons aged 18 to 25 years accounted 
for 37% of all persons charged with fraud, while 
those aged 26 to 35 years accounted for a further 
35%. 

For further information, order Juristat Service 
Bulletin: Fraud in Canada, 1990, Vol. 12, No. 5 
(catalogue number 85-002) or contact the Canadian 
Centre for Justice Statistics (613) 951- 9023. 

Popularity of VCRs and 
Microwaves Still Growing 
Data from the 1991 issue of Household Facilities by 
income and Other Characteristics show that the 
popularity of VCRs and microwave ovens continues 

to increase. VCRs were found in 68.5% of Canadian 
households in 1991 compared to 66.3% in 1990 while 
73.5% of households had microwave ovens compared 
to 68.2% in 1990. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Popularity of VCRs and Microwaves Still 
Growing 

Other highlights from the report include: 
• Average household income was $45,251 in 1990, 

a 1.5% decrease from 1989. This represents the 
first decline in inflation-adjusted household 
income in six years. 

• While there was a decline in 1990 real income, 
households continued to acquire facilities and 
"high-tech" equipment. In 1991, ownership of 

Growth in Union Memberships 
Highlights from the report Corporations and Labour 
Unions Returns Act, Part 11: Labour Unions, 1989, 
include: 
• From 1970 to 1989, total union membership in 

Canada grew by an annual rate of 2. 3%. 
• Almost 3.9 million Canadians were members of 

labour unions in 1989, an increase of 2.7% over 
1988. 

• In 1989, women members comprised 39.1% of 
organized labour, a gain of 1.6 percentage points 
from 1988. More than 53% of women members 
were concentrated in health services and 
educational services. 

• Public administration and educational services 
were the most highly unionized industries in 
1989, with rates of 79.1% and 73.2%, 
respectively. 

compact disc players increased to 20.9% from 
15.4% in 1990, and home computers was up to 
18.6% from 16.3%. 

• Rent consumed at least 30% of household 
income for 28.0% of households in 1991, up from 
27.2% in 1990 and 22.0% in 1982. 

For further information, order Household Facilities 
by Income and Other Characteristics, 1991 
(catalogue number 13-218) or contact Household 
Surveys Division at (613)951-9775. 

• Newfoundland posted a unionization rate of 
52.0% in 1989 and continued to be the only 
province with more unionized than non-
unionized workers. The province with the least 
union members was Alberta with 25.8%. 

• Total income from Canadian union operations 
amounted to $805.4 million, up 8.0% from 1988. 
Union dues collected increased 7.5% compared 
to an overall membership increase of 2.7%. 

• For all unions, 7.0% of total income was used to 
support strikes in 1989, up considerably from 
3.9% in 1988. 

For further information, order Corporations and 
Labour Unions Returns Act, Part 11: Labour 
Unions, 1989 (catalogue number 71 -202) or contact 
Industrial Organization and Finance Division at 
(613) 951-9862. 
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A Trend to a Healthier Lifestyle 
New data from the 1991 General Social Survey 
include: 
• Over the past 25 years, the proportion of 

Canadians who are regular smokers has 
declined. In 1991, about 5.4 million persons or 
26% of the population aged 15 years and over 
smoked daily, down from 41% in 1966. 
However, while the rate among men dropped 
sharply from 54% in 1966 to 26% in 1991, the 
percentage of smokers among women dipped 
only slightly from 28% to 26%. As a result, the 
smoking rates for men and women have now 
converged. 

• Within the next five years, if current trends 
continue, smoking may be more prevalent 
among women than among men. At ages 15 to 
19, the smoking rate of women (20%) now 
exceeds that of men (12%). 

• The majority of Canadians consume alcohol, but 
the proportion of drinkers is declining. In 1991, 
11.6 million persons or 55% of the population 
aged 15 years and over consumed alcohol at 

least once a month. This level of consumption 
was down from 65% in 1978. 

• Men were more likely than women to be 
drinkers, and men who were drinkers tended to 
consume more alcohol than did their female 
counterparts. For both sexes, drinking peaks at 
ages 20 to 24 and then declines with advancing 
age. In 1991, 80% of men and 58% of women 
aged 20 to 24 were current drinkers. 

• Canadians of all ages reported an increased 
level of physical activity compared with a few 
years ago. In 1991, 6.7 million Canadians aged 
15 years and over, or 32% of the adult 
population were physically "very active". This 
was up from 1985, when approximately 27% of 
adults were defined as very active. 

• In 1991, 39% of men and 26% of women were 
physically active, up from 1985 when the 
corresponding figures were 31% and 23%. 

• The proportion of Canadian adults who are 
overweight has risen. In 1991, approximately 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A Trend to a Healthier Lifestyle 
3.7 million individuals aged 20 to 64 were 
overweight according to Health and Welfare 
Canada standards. This represented 23% of the 
population compared to 17% who were 
overweight in 1985. 

• Men are more likely than women to be over-
weight. In 1991, 28% of men were overweight 

compared to 18% of women. The proportion of 
those who are overweight tends to rise with 
advancing age. 

For further information, order Canadian Social 
Trends (catalogue number 11 008E) or Health 
Reports (catalogue number 82-003) or contact 
Housing, Family and Social Statistics Dioision at 
(613) 951-9180. 

NEW FROM STATISTICS CANADA 

S 

Canadian Social Trends 
This issue of Canadian Social Trends focuses on children: hungry 
children, missing children and immigrant children. Private charities 
have been providing food to needy people for generations. However, since 
the recession of the early 1980s, the food bank network that began with 
one operation in Edmonton has expanded to every province in Canada 
and, in 1991, served an estimated 700,000 Canadian children. 

Of the approximately 1,800 children under the age of 18 who are 
missing from their homes at any given time, most (64%) are run-aways. 
The remaining cases range from abductions to those who have wandered 
ofT and become lost. 

With low fertility rates in Canada, immigrant children take on an 
increasingly important role. If immigration proceeds according to 
projected levels, more than 300,000 children from diverse countries are 
expected to arrive in Canada during the 1990-95 period, up considerably 
from the 160,000 who immigrated during 1984-89. 

Other articles in this issue examine motor vehicles as a major source of air pollution and changes in the 
nursing profession in Canada. This edition also includes annual labour force estimates from 1946 to 1991 
and the first data release from the 1991 General Social Survey on health. 

The Spring 1992 issue of Canadian Social Trends (catalogue number 11-008E) is now auaiiable. For 
further information, contact the editors (613-951 -2560). 
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Division/title Period Catalogue 
Number 

Canada 
($Cdn.) 

Price: Issue/Subscription 

United 	Other 
States 	Countries 

sus 

CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
Canadian Economic Observer March 1992 11-010 221220 261260 311310 

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND TOURISM 
GovernmentExpendituresonCu)ture 1989-90 87-206 17 20 24 
Touriscope - International Travel January 1992 66-OO1P 6.10161 7.30173 8.50/85 

HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS 
Household Facilities by Income and 

Other Characteristics 1991 13-218 36 42 49 
The Labour Force February 1992 71-001 17.90/179 21.50/215 25.10/251 

HOUSING, FAMILY AND SOCIAL 
STATISTICS 

Canadian Social Trends Spring  1992 1 1.008E 8.50/34 10/40 12148 

INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION 
AND FINANCE 

Calura - Labour Unions 1989 71-202 34 41 48 

INDUSTRY 
Footwear Statistics January 1992 33-002 5/50 6160 7/70 
Logging Industry 1989 25-201 30 36 42 
Monthly Production of Soft Drinks February 1992 32-001 2.70/27 3.20/32 3.80/38 
Monthly Survey of Manufacturing January 1992 31-001 17.30/173 20.80/208 24.20/242 
Oils and Fats January 1992 32-006 5/50 6/60 7170 
Pack of Selected Processed Vegetables 1991 32-240 13 16 18 
Particleboard, Waferboard and Fibreboard January 1992 36-003 5/50 6/60 7170 
Primary Iron and Steel January 1992 41-001 5/50 6/60 7/70 
Production and Disposition of Tobacco 

Products February 1992 32-022 5/50 6/60 7/70 
Production and Shipments of Steel 

Pipe and Tubing January 1992 41-011 5/50 6/60 7170 
Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics January 1992 25-001 6.10/61 7.30/73 8.50/85 
Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products January 1992 41-006 5/50 6/60 7/70 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Exports by Commodity December 1991 65-004 55.10/551 66.10/661 77.10/771 
Imports by Country January- 

December1991 65-006 82.75/331 99.25/397 115.75/463 
Summary of Canadian International Trade December 1991 65-001 18.20/182 2180/218 25.50/255 
Preliminary Statement of Canadian 

InternationalTrade January1992 65-OO1P 10/100 12/120 14(140 

INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK 
BuildingPermita December1991 64-001 22.10/221 26.50/265 30.90/309 

JUSTICE 
Juristat Service Bulletin - Fraud in 

Canada, Vol. 12, No.5 1990 85-002 3.60/90 4.30/108 5/126 

PRICES 
Industry Price Indexes January 1992 62.011 18.20/182 21.80/218 25.50/255 

TRANSPORTATION 
Air Carrier Traffic at Canadian Airports October- 

December 1990 51-005 30.50/122 36.50/146 42.75/171 
Air Carrier Traffic at Canadian Airports January-March 1991 51-005 30.50/122 36.50/146 42.75/17 1 
Service Bulletin - Aviation Statistics 

Vol.24,No.3 March,1992 51-004 9.30/93 11.20/112 13/130 
Passenger Bus and Urban Transit Statistics December 1991 53-003 7.10170 8.50/85 9.90/99 
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Real gross domestic product at factor cost posted a 
0.4% decrease in December after a flat November and 
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In January, the year-over-year increase in the all-items 
CPI stood at 1.6%, the lowest rate posted since March 
1971, while the food index declined 10%. 
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The growth in the composite leading indicator slowed 
in December to 0.2% from 0.5% in November. 
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In February, the unemployment rate advanced 0.2 
percentage points to a seven-year high of 10.6. 
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Exports increased by 5.4% to $12.2 billion in January 
and imports rose by 1.6% to $11.1 billion. 
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Canadian manufacturers' shipments fell 2.4% to $21.9 
billion in January, the fifth straight monthly decline. 
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LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
Change Change 

Previous Previous 
Period Level Period Year 

GENERAL 
Gross Domestic Product ($ billion, 1986) December 502 -0.4% 0.3% 
Composite Leading Indicator (1981 = 100) December 144.6 0.2% 3.5% 
Operating Profits of Enterprises ($ billion) 4th Quarter 10.3 -18.0% -29.0% 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Retail Trade ($ billion) December 14.8 -0.5% 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ('000 units) January 109.0 7.7% -2.2% 

LABOUR 
Employment (millions) February 12.3 -0.1% -0.1% 
Unemployment Rate (%) February 10.6 0.2 1.4 
Participation Rate (%) February 65.6 -0.1 -1.2 
Labour Income ($ billion) December 31.8 -1.4% 2.3% 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) December 550.42 0.2% 5.2% 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Merchandise Exports ($ billion) January* 12.2 5.4% 3.3% 
Merchandise Imports ($ billion) January* 11.1 1.6% -0.2% 
Merchandise Trade Balance ($ billion) January* 1.1 0.45 0.41 

MANUFACTURING 
Shipments ($ billion) January 5  21.9 -2.4% -4.3% 
New Orders ($ billion) January5  21.6 -2.4% -5.5% 
Unfilled Orders ($ billion) January5  22.9 -1.3% -11.1% 
Inventory/Shipments Ratio January5  1.55 -0.03 -0.08 
Capacity Utilization (%) 4th Quarter 70.2 -1.5 -2.5 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1986= 100) January 127.0 0.5% 1.6% 
Industrial Product Price Index (1986= 100) January 107.7 0.1% -3.1% 
Raw Materials Price Index 0986= 100) January 98.6 -2.4% -15.7% 
New Housing Price Index (1986 = 100) January 133.7 -0.1% -1.8% 

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception of average weekly earnings and the price indexes. 
* New this week. 
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