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Friday, July 10, 1992 

OVERVIEW • New Housing Prices Increase 
Marginally 
The New Housing Price Index for Canada 
(1986=100) stood at 134.2 in May, up 0.1% 
from the level posted in April. 

• Sales of New Motor Vehicles 
Decline 
Lower passenger car sales pushed seasonally 
adjusted sales of all new motor vehicles down 
1.1% in May. • Job Prospects Show Little • 	Improvement 
After remaining unchanged for three months, 
the Help-wanted Index for Canada 
(1981 = 100) edged up one point in June to 63. • Canada's Population is Aging 
According to figures released from the 1991 
Census of Population, the median age of 
Canadians is the highest in history - 33.5 
years, up from 31.6 in 1986. • Leading Indicator Maintains 
Slower Growth 
Consistent with slow economic growth, the 
composite leading indicator posted a fourth 
straight increase of 0.1% in April. • Federal Government Expects to 
Reduce the Deficit 
The federal government expects to reduce 
Canada's deficit by $4.6 billion in the fiscal 
year 1992-93. This would be the first 
reduction of the deficit since 1989. 

This issue also includes information on wages 
and salaries, the farm product price index and 
on the short-term expectations survey. 
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I . I Statistics Statistique 
Canada 	Canada 

New Housing Prices Increase 
Marginally 
The New Housing Price Index for Canada 
(1986= 100) continues to show little change. After 
two straight monthly increases of 0.2%, it edged 
up 0.1% in May. On a year-over-year basis, the 
index was down 0.1%. 

In May, 11 of the 20 cities included in the 
Canada composite index recorded increases while 
six posted declines and three remained 
unchanged. Regina registered the steepest 
monthly increase in new housing prices, up 1.7%, 
followed by Québec city (1.4%), Edmonton (0.9%), 
Halifax (0.8%), Vancouver (0.8%) and Victoria 
(0.7%). Notable declines were recorded in 
Hamilton (-1.6%) and St. Catharines-Niagara 
(-1.0%). 

The House Only Index slipped 0.1% to 124.5 
while the Land Only Index advanced 0.3% to 
162.8. 

(continued on page 2) 
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New Housing Prices Increase Marginally 
The analytical index for May stood at 140.0, up 

0.1% from the April level of 139.9. This index 
follows more closely the change in prices from a 
purchaser's perspective. 

Sales of New Motor Vehicles 
Decline 
In May, seasonally adjusted sales of all new motor 
vehicles totalled 98,000 units, a decline of 1,1% 
compared to the figure of 99,000 recorded in April. 
Although sales of new motor vehicles have recorded 
large fluctuations, this decrease reflects the 
continuation of the downward trend evident since 
July 1991. 

May's decline was attributable to lower sales of 
passenger cars while sales of commercial vehicles 
rose marginally. Following a 2.7% increase in 
April, total car sales fell 1.7% to a level of 65,000 
units. Sales of North American-built cars were 1.7% 
lower in May and totalled 40,000 units while sales of 
imported passenger cars were also down 1.7% and 
amounted to 25,000 units. In May, commercial 
vehicle sales were up 0.1% to 33,000 units after 
declines of 3.7% in both the months of March and 
April. 

For further information, order Construction Price 
Statistics (catalogue number 62-007), or contact 
Prices Division at (613)951 -9607. 
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The short-term trend represents a moving average of 
the data. 
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For further information, order New Motor Vehicle 
Sales (catalogue number 63-007), or contact Industry 
Division at (613)951-3552. 

Job Prospects Show Little 
Improvement 
In June, the seasonally adjusted Help-wanted Index 
for Canada (1981 = 100), which serves as an early 
indicator of the demand for workers, crawled up one 
point to 63. In the first quarter of 1992, the index 
fell from 72 to an eight-year low of 62. It stabilized 
in April. 

The regions showed marginal variations. The 
index increased 2% to 69 in British Columbia, edged 
up 1% to 70 in Québec and remained unchanged at 
92 in the Atlantic provinces. The index for the 
Prairie provinces fell to an eight-year low of 43, 
decreasing 4% from May. In Ontario, the index 
slipped 2%, from 60 to 59. 

On a year-over-year basis, the Help-wanted 
Index continued to be lower in all regions, falling 
19% in the Prairie provinces, 17% in Québec, 16% in 
British Columbia and Ontario, and 10% in the 
Atlantic provinces. 

Help-wanted Index, Canada 
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For further information,  order Help-wanted Index 
1981-1991, or contact Labour Division at (613) 
951 -4039. 
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0.5% in March to 0.4% in April, while the stock 
market recorded a second straight monthly decline, 
this time by 0.7%. 

For further information,  order Canadian Economic 
Observer (catalogue number 11-010) or contact 
Current Economic Analysis Division at (613) 
951-3627. (See also "Current Trends Chart" on page 
8.) 
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Canada's Population is Aging 
Figures from the 1991 Census of Population show 
that Canada's population is aging: the median age 
in 1991 was 33.5 years, up from 31.6 in 1986. 
Nearly 12%, or 3.2 million persons, were 65 years of 
age and older in 1991 compared to 10% in 1981. For 
those under 15 years of age, the proportion dropped 
from 23% to 21% between 1981 and 1991, to 5.7 
million. 

In 1991, about 84% of Canadians lived in 
families as wives, husbands, single-parents or 
children. This is down slightly from 1986, and down 
markedly from 1971 when 89% of the population 
lived in families. Although the proportion of the 
population living in families has been gradually 
declining, the number of families continues to 
increase. In 1991, there were 7.4 million families, 
up from 6.7 million in 1986. This growth is due to a 
mixture of population growth, immigration, child-
bearing outside of marriage and slow but steady 
increases in marriage and fertility rates. 

The 1991 Census also reveals that the 
composition of the Canadian family is changing. 
Husband-wife families with children are continuing 
to decline as a proportion of all families. Only 52% 
are the "typical" family concept of mother, father 
and children. Lone-parent families represented 13% 
of all families, and couples living with no children 
comprised 35%. The latter group consisted of both 
childless families and empty-nest families. 

Families by Family Structure, Canada, 1991 

	

Number of 	% of % Change 

	

families 	total 	1986-1991 

Total Families 	 7,356,170 	100.0 	9.2 

Husband-wife families 6,401,460 87.0 8.8 
with children at home 3,821,610 52.0 3.9 
without children at home 2,579,845 35.1 17.2 

Married couple families 5,675,510 77.2 5.2 
with children at home 3,519,610 47.8 0.7 
without children at home 2,155,900 29.3 13.6 

Common-law families 725,950 9.9 49.1 
with children at home 302,005 4.1 64.2 
without children at home 423,950 5.8 39.9 

Lone-parent families 954,705 13.0 11.8 
male 168,240 2.3 10.9 
female 786,470 10.7 12.0 

Even though there were more families in 
Canada in 1991, for the first time since the 1971 
Census, the average family size did not decrease but 
remained at 3.1 persons. (Census data to be released 
at a later date will help explain this stabilization in 
family size.) 

For further information,  contact Communications 
Division at (613)951 -0444. 
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Leading Indicator Maintains 
Slower Growth 	 L Composite Leading Indicator 

The leading indicator continued to grow slowly in 
April at a 0.1% pace, reflecting continuing weakness 
in services and in the stock market. Overall, four of 
its 10 components rose and one remained 
unchanged. 

The improvement in household demand 
remained confined to housing, which rose modestly 
in response to incentives to buy homes. After a 0.4% 
increase in March, the housing index, which is 
composed of housing starts and existing house sales, 
rose 1.2%. Furniture and appliance sales continued 
to grow for the 10th straight month, increasing 0.8% 
in April, while demand for other durable goods fell 
by 0.3%, the same rate as in March. 

Business services accounted for most of the 
deterioration in services employment. A 0.8% drop, 
the fourth decline in a row, was the largest recorded 
since 1982. 

New orders for durable goods in manufacturing 
continued to decline, but at a slower rate: from -1.2% 
in January, to -0.8% in February, to -0.5% in March 
and to -0.1% in April. 

The financial market indicators remained 
mixed. Growth in the money supply eased from 



Federal Government Expects to 
Reduce the Deficit 
The deficit for 1992-93 is forecast to be $28.9 billion 
based on revenues of $141.1 billion and 
expenditures of $170.0 billion. Expenditures for the 
federal government are projected to be 3.2% over 
last year, while revenues are forecast to rise 7.5%. 
The deficit will be 13.7% lower compared to the 
$33.5 billion deficit recorded for 1991-92. 

Most of the major revenue sources are estimated 
to show increases in 1992-93. Personal income taxes 
are predicted to increase by 1.1% in 1992-93, for a 
total of $65.9 billion, and corporation income taxes 
will rise by 4.8% to reach $9.5 billion. Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) receipts are anticipated to be 
$21.0 billion, up 13.8% from the $18.5 billion 
collected in 1991-92. 

Unemployment insurance contributions are 
expected to increase by 20.1% to $18.6 billion and to 
comprise 13.2% of total revenues. This reflects the 
impact of the first full-year of premium changes that 
became effective in July 1991 and in January 1992. 
Revenues from alcoholic beverages and tobacco  

taxes are estimated to be 20.6% higher, rising from 
$3.9 billion in 1991-92 to $4.7 billion in 1992-93. 
Custom duties are expected to decline by $382 
million to $3.7 billion, due in part to the elimination 
of some customs tariffs between Canada and the 
United States. Other projected revenues include 
return on government investments and 
miscellaneous revenues to the tune of about $15 
billion. 

Six of the nine major functional expenditure 
groups are estimated to increase in 1992-93. 
Spending on social services, which represents 33.6% 
of total expenditures, is expected to increase by 3.3% 
to $57.1 billion. General purpose transfer payments 
to other governments are forecast to be $10.0 billion, 
up 1.0%, a marginal increase compared to the 6.5% 
average increases from 1986-87 to 1991-92. 

Debt servicing costs (23.5% of total 
expenditures) are expected to decrease by 3.5% to 
$39.9 billion followed by health charges, down 1.0% 
to $7.6 billion. 

For further information,  conkict Public Institutions 
Division at (613) 951 -8563. 

Wages and Salaries Still Up from 
Last Year 
After two consecutive monthly increases, April's 
seasonally adjusted preliminary estimate of 
aggregate wages and salaries was $28.6 billion, 
down slightly by 0.1% from the March level of $28.7 
billion. This figure represented a 1.8% increase 
from that of April 1991. 

Of the 14 industry groups, five registered 
declines in aggregate wages and salaries in April, 
notably in the construction industry in the 
federal government sector (-2.5%) and in the 
finance, insurance and real estate sector (48%). 
Notable increases were recorded in the forestry 
industry (+1.3%), in the provincial government 
sector (+ 1.0%), in the commercial and personal 
services sector (+ 0.8%), and in the trade industry 
(0.7%). 

Wages and salaries fell in April in both Québec 
and Ontario, together responsible for close to 65% of 
the Canadian total (based on April figures). These 
decreases along with those in Manitoba and Prince 
Edward Island offset increases in the six other 
provinces. 

All the provinces except Newfoundland 
experienced growth in aggregate wages and salaries 
between April 1991 and April 1992. Prince Edward 
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Island, New Brunswick, Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
British Columbia recorded higher year-over-year 
increases than the national average. 

(continued on page 5) 



Wages and Salaries, April 1992 
Seasonally Adjusted 

	

Province 	 Wages and 	% change, 	% change, 

	

Salaries 	previous 	previous 

	

(millions of $) 	month 	year 

Canada 	 28,841 	-0.1 	1.8 

Newfoundland 385 0.8 .0.5 
Prince Edward Island 90 -0.2 2.1 
Nova Scotia 718 0.4 1.0 
New Brunswick 581 0.2 2.9 
Québec 6,460 -0.7 0.9 
Ontario 12,073 .0.3 1.8 
Manitoba 932 .1.2 0.5 
Saskatchewan 729 0.1 1.9 
Alberta 2,859 0.8 2.3 
Britiih Colwnbia 3,619 0.4 3.7 

Note to Users 

Revisions to Data of Previous Years 

Revised estimates of wages and salaries as the major 
component of labour income covering the period 1988 to 1991 
are now auoilable. The labour income estimates for the year as 
a whole show downward revisions of approximately 1.4% in 
1990 and 12% in 1991 compared to the previously published 
estimates. These revisions were based on new information for 
1990 received from the Revenue Canada-Taxation T-4 
supplementary file. 

Users should note that this was the first coverage in 
INFO MA T of both the March and April 1992 data, 

For further information,  order Estimates of Labour 
Income (catalogue number 72 -005) or contact Labour 
Division at (613) 951 4051. 
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Farm Product Prices Up in May 
In May, the Farm Product Price Index (1986 = 100) 
for Canada stood at 96.6, up 1.4% from the revised 
April level of 95.3. Despite increases in recent 
months, the index remained at its lowest since 1980, 
due mainly to the prices for wheat and barley set by 
the Canadian Wheat Board in August 1991. 

The crops index was up 0.3% to 89.2, reflecting 
increases in its constituent indexes, cereals (0.1%), 
oilseeds (0.2%) and potatoes (4.1%). The cereals 
index was up due to price increases for oats, non-
board barley and corn. The advance in the oilseeds 
index reflected increases in soybean and canola 
prices, moderated by lower flaxseed prices. 

The crops index level was 10.2% lower than the 
level recorded in May 1991. In particular, although 
the cereals index showed steady or increased growth 
in each of the past six months, it remained 17.1% 
below the May 1991 level. The oilseeds index was 
5.5% lower than that of May 1991. 

The livestock and animal products index rose 
2.0% to 101.2 in May. The eggs and dairy products 
indexes remained almost unchanged. The cattle 
and calves index was up 2.0%. This represented a 
12.9% increase since December and a 3.2% decrease 
from the level recorded in May 1991. The hogs index 

Farm Product Pace Index 
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increased by 9.0% in May following the normal 
seasonal trend. It remained 16.2% below the level 
seen one year ago. 

For further information, order Farm Product Price 
Index (catalogue number 62-003), or contact 
Agriculture Division at (613) 951-3155. 

0 



Short-term Expectations Survey 
The short-term expectations survey canvasses the 
opinions of an average of 23 economists for their 
forecasts of key economic indicators. This month 
the participants were asked for their forecasts of the 
following indicators: the year-to-year change of the 
Consumer Price Index for June; the unemployment 
rate for June; and merchandise exports and imports 
for May. 

The participants in the survey forecast that the 
year-over-year change in the Consumer Price Index 
for June will be 1.3% (minimum 1.1%, maximum 
1.5%). In May the change reported by Statistics 
Canada was 1.3%, down from the rates of 1.6% and 
1.7% recorded in the first four months of 1992. The 
survey participants overestimated the yearly 
change of the CPI in May by 0.4 percentage point. 

The mean forecast of the unemployment rate for 
June is 11.1% (minimum 10.8%, maximum 11.5%). 
The unemployment rate in May was 11.2%, a seven-
year high. The survey group's mean forecast for 
May's unemployment rate was 11.0%. 

Merchandise exports for May were forecast at 
$12.9 billion (minimum $12.0 billion, maximum 
$14.5 billion), up from the reported April outcome of 
$12.8 billion. The survey respondents' forecast for 
April merchandise exports matched the outcome 
level. The economists forecast May merchandise 
imports to be $12.2 billion (minimum $11.5 billion, 
maximum $13.5 billion), expecting that they had 
risen only slightly compared to the $12.1 billion in 
imports reported by Statistics Canada in April. The 
survey's forecast for April imports underestimated 
the reported level by $0.3 billion. 
For further information  contact Diane Lachapelle at 
(613) 951- 0568. 
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I PUBLICATIONS RELEASED FROM JULY 3 TO JULY 9 7  1992 

Division/title Period Catalogue 
Number 

Canada 
($Cdn.) 

Price: Issue/Subscription 

United 	Other 
States 	Countries 

SUS 

AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Profile of Canada - Part 1 June 1992 93-350 34 41 48 
Apparent Per Capita Food Consumption 

In Canada, Part 1 1991 32-229 27 32 38 

CENSUS 
Age, Sex and Marital Status-The Nation 1991 Census 93-310 40 48 56 
Age, Sex and Marital Status 

(Electronic Product) - The Nation 1991 Census 93-310D 100 125 150 
Dwellings and Households - The Nation 1991 Census 93-311 40 48 56 
Dwellings and Households 

(Electronic Product) - The Nation 1991 Census 93-31 1D 100 125 150 
Families: Number, Type and Structure - 

The Nation 1991 Census 93-312 40 48 56 
Families: Number, Type and Structure 

(Electronic Product)-The Nation 1991 Census 93-312D 100 125 150 

DEMOGRAPHY 
Post-censal Annual Estimates of Population 

for Census Divisions and Census June 1, 1990 
Metropolitan Areas 91-212 22 26 31 

INDUSTRY 
Cement May 1992 44-001 5/50 6/60 7170 
Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Production February 1992 26-006 10/100 12/120 141140 
DepartmentStore Sales and Stocks November 1991 63-002 14.40/144 17.30/173 20.20/202 
Electric Power Statistics April 1992 57-001 10/100 12/120 141140 
Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries May 1992 43-005 5/50 6/60 7/70 
Gypsum Products May 1992 44-003 5/50 6160 7)70 
Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins May 1992 46-002 5.60/56 6.70/67 7.80)78 
Production and Inventories of Process 

Cheese and Instant Skim Milk Powder May 1992 32-024 5150 6/60 7)70 
Rigid Insulating Board May 1992 36-002 5/50 6/60 7)70 
Specified Domestic Electrical Appliances May 1992 43-003 5/50 6/60 7/70 
Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products May 1992 41-006 5/50 6/60 7/70 

INDUSTRY MEASURES AND 
ANALYSIS 

Gross Domestic Product by Industry April 1992 15.001 12.70/127 15.20/152 17.80/178 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Imports by Commodity April 1992 65-007 55.10/551 66.10/661 77.101771 
Summary of Canadian International Trade April 1992 65-001 18.20/182 21.80/218 25.50/255 

LABOUR AND HOUSEHOLD 
SURVEYS 

Canada's Youth: A Profile of Their 1988 
Labour Market Experience 71 -207 12 14 17 

PRICES 
Industry Price Indexes April 1992 62.011 18.20/182 21.80/218 25.50/255 

SERVICES, SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

Restaurant, Caterer and Tavern Statistics April 1992 63.011 6.10/61 7.30)73 8.50185 

SOCIAL SURVEY METHODS 
Survey Methodology, Vol. 18, No. 1 June 1992 12.001 35 42 49 

TRANSPORTATION 
Railway Operating Statistics December 1991 52-003 10.50/105 12,60/126 14.70/147 
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CURRENT TRENDS 

Gross Domestic Product 
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Real gross domestic product at factor cost crept up 
0.1% in April after a 0.4% gain in March. 
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The composite leading indicator posted a fourth 
straight increase of 0.1% in April. 

Unemployment Rate 
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In May, the year-over-year increase in the all-items 
CPI stood at 1.3% while the food index declined by 
1.1%. 
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At 11.2 in May, the unemployment rate hit a seven-
year high. 
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Canadian manufacturers' shipments rose 1.1% in April 
to $23.1 billion after increasing 1.4% in March. 
Unfilled orders edged down 0.3% to $22.3 billion.  

Merchandise Trade 
Billions 
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In April, the seasonally adjusted value of imports 
increased by $239 million while exports rose by $209 
million. 

Note All series are seasonally adjusted except the consumer price index. 



LATEST MONTHLY STATISTICS 
Change Change 

Previous Previous 
Period Level Period Year 

GENERAL 
Gross Domestic Product ($ billion, 1986) April 506 0.1% 0.7% 
Composite Leading Indicator (1981 = 100) Aprilt 144.3 0.1% 5.7% 
Operating Profits of Enterprises ($ billion) 1st Quarter 10.4 5.1% -11.9% 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Retail Trade ($ billion) April 15.2 0.8% 0.9% 
New Motor Vehicle Sales ('000 units) Mayt 98.3 -1.1% -11.4% 

LABOUR 
Employment (millions) May 12.2 0.3% -1.2% 
Unemployment Rate (%) May 11.2 0.2 1.0 
Participation Rate (%) May 65.4 0.2 -1.1 
Labour Income ($ billion) Aprilt 32.2 0.1% 2.3% 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) April 545.85 0.4% 3.2% 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Merchandise Exports ($ billion) April 12.8 1.7% 8.0% 
Merchandise Imports ($ billion) April 12.1 2.0% 9.8% 
Merchandise Trade Balance ($ billion) April 0.67 -0.03 -0.13 

MANUFACTURING 
Shipments ($ billion) April 23.1 1.1% -0.4% 
New Orders ($ billion) April 23.0 1.4% -1.7% 
Unfilled Orders ($ billion) April 22.3 -0.3% -10.4% 
lnventory/ Shipments Ratio April 1.48 -0.03 -0.11 
Capacity Utilization (%) 1st Quarter 69.8 -0.5 -0.4 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1986= 100) May 127.8 0.2% 1.3% 
Industrial Product Price Index (1986= 100) May 108.5 0.5% -0.2% 
RawMaterialsPricelndex (1986=100) May 106.2 3.1% 3.1% 
NewHousingPricelndex (1986=100) Mayt 134.2 0.1% -0.1% 

Note: AU series are seasonally adjusted with the exception ofaue rage weekly earnings and the price indexes. * New this week. 
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