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M Manufacturers' Shipments Post
Moderate Gain

Canadian manufacturers' shipments increased
3.7% in August, counterbalancing decreases in
April, May and July.

Retail Sales Increase for Second
Straight Month

Seasonally adjusted retail sales showed a slight
increase of 0.3% in August after rising by 1.1%
inJuly. This marked the fourth increase in the
last five months.

Planned Construction Activity
Down in August

The seasonally adjusted value of building
permits issued in Canada fell 3.3% in August,
due entirely to a sharp drop in the non-
residential sector.

Rise in Imports Cuts Merchandise
Trade Balance

The seasonally adjusted value of merchandise
exports fell marginally in August while imports
climbed to slash Canada's trade balance to $596
million from $1.3 billion in July.

Decline in Same-day Car Trips to the
United States Accelerates

In August, the seasonally adjusted number of
same-day cross-border car trips by Canadian
residents to the U.S. fell 3.5% from July to 3.9
million, and stood 17.2% below the level of
August 1992.

Canada Ranks High for Breast
Cancer Among Women
Breast cancer incidence rates for Canada are

among the highest in the world, exceeded only
by those in the United States.

Manufacturers' Shipments Post
Moderate Gain

Canadian manufacturers' shipments rose 3.7% in
August to a seasonally adjusted value of $25.8
billion. The increase counterbalanced declines in
April, May and July and pushed shipments for the
first eight months of the year to $201.8 billion, 8.2%
higher than the value for the corresponding period
in 1992,

Fifteen of 22 major industry groups, accounting
for 83% of shipment values, recorded higher
shipment levels while six decreased and one .
remained unchanged. A rise of 17.5% in the motor
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... Manufacturers’' Shipments Post Moderate
Gain

vehicle, parts and accessories industry and an
increase of 7.8% in the wood industries accounted
for most of the increase. There was little change in
the rest of manufacturing.

Inventory levels were up by 0.8% to $35.2
billion, the sixth straight monthly increase. The
largest increases were in the electrical and
electronic products (5.9%), wood (1.6%) and
chemical (1.2%) industries. The inventories to
shipments ratio declined from 1.41 in July to 1.37 in
August.

The level of unfilled orders declined by 0.5% for
the second straight month, to a level of $24.4 billion.
(Unfilled orders are a stock of orders which, if not
cancelled, will contribute to future shipments). New
orders, however, increased 3.7% to $25.6 billion, and
offset a drop in July.

Trends

The trend for shipments, which had been increasing
for more than a year, declined marginally in May
and June but remained unchanged in July. The
trend for 12 major groups increased, although at a
slower pace for nine of these groups.

Following three years of declines, the trend for
inventories continued to advance for the fourth
month in a row. For unfilled orders, the trend has
been increasing since October 1992 but at a slower
pace since February 1993. The trend for new orders,
however, decreased for the fourth successive month
after one year of growth.

The trend for the inventories to shipments ratio
increased for the first time in two and a half years.

For further information, order Monthly Survey of
Manufacturing (catalogue number 31-001), or
contact Industry Division at (613) 951-9832. (See
also "Current Trends" chart on page 7.)

Retail Sales Increase for Second
Straight Month

Seasonally adjusted retail sales edged up by 0.3% in
August to $16.3 billion, after rising by 1.1% in July.
This marked the fourth increase in the last five
months. Sales were also 4.7% higher than their
year-earlier level of $15.6 billion. The retail sales
trend has been rising since February 1992, with
monthly increases ranging between 0.3% and 0.5%
since April 1992,

Sales rose in half of the 16 major trade groups in
August but fell in the remaining eight groups. The
food sector had the most significant increase. Sales
by supermarkets and grocery stores rose 1.3%, their
third monthly increase in the last four months.

In the automotive sector, the largest downward
influence came from a 0.7% sales drop for motor
vehicle and recreational vehicle dealers. This
decline followed a gain of 2.9% in July. However, a
1.4% rise in sales by gasoline service stations partly
offset the decline.

Retail sales in August fell in six provinces and
in the Yukon but on a year-over-year basis, sales
were up from year-earlier levels in all 10 provinces
and in the Northwest Territories.

For further information, order Retail Trade
(catalogue number 63-005), or contact Industry
Division at(613) 951-9682.

Planned Construction Activity
Down in August

After an increase of 9.5% in July, the seasonally
adjusted value of building permits issued in Canada
fell 3.3% in August to $2.2 billion. Despite this
decline, August's total was 2.8% above the value of
building permits issued in August 1992. The non-
residential sector accounted entirely for the overall
decrease due to the poor performance in industrial
and commercial construction.

The value of non-residential permits dropped
9.6% to $762 million, with declines shared by all
regions except British Columbia where planned
construction activity for commercial (4 57.6%) and
institutional (+ 43.6%) projects jumped sharply.

The value of building permits for industrial
projects plummeted 27.4% to $143 million after an
exceptionally large gain in July (68.0%). The
downturn came mostly from Québec (-72.9%),
British Columbia (-48.7%) and the Atlantic (-32.5%)
region. Planned construction activity for commer-
cial projects dropped 12.1% to $354 million while the
value of building permits for institutional projects
rose 8.8% to $265 million.

The value of residential building permits edged
up by 0.5% in August to $1.4 billion. Increases
occurred in all regions except British Columbia
(-8.9%) where multi-family dwelling projects fell
14.6%. The value of residential building permits for
the January-August period showed a decrease of

(continued on page 3)
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... Planned Construction Activity Down in
August

6.1% compared to the same period in 1992, For that
period, Ontario recorded the largest decrease
(-18.6%) while British Columbia posted the biggest
increase (9.0%).

Building Permits, August 1993
Unadjusted Data (Adjusted Data Not Available by Province)

Growth in the multi-family dwelling sector was
moderate in August, increasing by 4.6% to $464
million. Permits for single-family dwellings,
however, fell slightly, by 1.3% to $948 million.

For further information, order Building Permits
(catalogue number 64-001) or contact Investment
and Capital Stock Division at (613) 951-2025.

Total Residential Non-residential

Province/Territory ($ millions) % change, ($ millions) % change, ($ millions) % change,

previous year previous year previous year
Canada 2,301.9 6.9 1,515.4 64 786.6 7.7
Newfoundland 26.3 -28.8 216 6.5 4.7 -71.9
Prince Edward Island 12.0 -30.0 84 3.9 3.6 -60.6
Nova Scotia 574 1SS 425 3.0 149 769
New Brunswick 494 29 36.3 26.9 13.1 -32.6
Quebec 4134 -1.4 2520 3.5 1614 -8.2
Ontario 833.8 98 539.4 49 2945 20.1
Manitoba 46.7 ks 320 78 14.7 -16.6
Saskatchewan 28.1 -16.6 127 277 154 -4.4
Alberta 268.4 293 181.1 256 87.3 S
British Columbia 552.5 59 381.9 43 170.6 9.7
Yukon (1) S0 55 10.8 1.5 921.8
Northwest Territories T80, -12.8 1.9 -62.8 5.1 75.5

Rise in Imports Cuts Merchandise
Trade Balance

The seasonally adjusted value of merchandise
exports fell marginally in August while imports
climbed. As a result, Canada's trade balance
declined by $719 million to $596 million, its lowest
level since July 1992. However, the trade surplus
totalled $7.7 billion in the January-August period,
$3.0 billion higher than the level reached in the

same period in 1992.

After falling for two straight months, the value
of merchandise imports climbed 4.9% in August to
$14.3 billion. The largest increases in imports were
in purchases of machinery and equipment, up $450
million, as well as consumer goods (excluding cars),
which rose by $180 million.

In contrast, exports edged down to $14.9 billion
in August, following three consecutive months of
increases. Sales of forestry and energy products
slumped and wheat exports fell $39 million. Trade
with the United States remained strong with
exports growing by $234 million and imports by $1.0
billion. As a result, Canada's trade surplus with the
U.S. fell by $771 million to $1.4 billion.

Billions of dollars, seasonally adjustec
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Underlying Trends

The imports trend has been increasing for nineteen
months and the largest increases have been for
imports from the United States and from non-OECD
countries. The trends continued to increase for

(continued on page 4)




... Rise in Imports Cuts Merchandise Trade
Balance

most commodity groupings but, as in the last few
months, the trends for imports of energy, forestry
and automotive products pulled down the imports
trend.

For exports, the trend rose for the twentieth
successive month and the strength came principally
from trade with the U.S. The trend for exports to
Japan has been down for two straight months and
there were declines in the trends for exports to all
other major trading partners.

The trends increased for almost all commodity
groupings, the exception being exports of forestry
products which declined for the fourth month in a
row. The overall trend for automotive exports was
relatively unchanged but tended toward the
negative.

For further information, order Preliminary
Statement of Canadian International Trade
(catalogue number 65-001P), or contact Interna-
tional Trade Division at (613) 951-9647. (See also
"Current Trends " chart on page 7.)

Decline in Same-day Car Trips to
the United States Accelerates

The number of same-day automobile trips to the
United States by Canadian residents continued to
decrease for the fourth straight month, by 3.5% in
August, to a seasonally adjusted level of 3.9 million.
This marked the lowest level since December 1989.
The trend in same-day cross-border car trips has
been moving downward since February 1992, after

peaking in November 1991.
Car trips of one or more nights to the U.S,
however, increased slightly (0.3%) following

declines of 4.1% in June and 1.3% in July. They
were also down sharply from their August 1992
level.

International Travel Between Canada and

Other Countries
August 1993, Seasonally Adjusted

('000) %change % change
previous previous
month year
One or More Night Trips
Non-resident Travellers:
United States 946 -1.8 0.4
Other Countries 260 -1.2 7-2
Total 1,206 -1.7 12
Residents of Canada:
United States 1,455 1.8 -5.6
Other Countries 279 3% 7.6
Total 1,734 2.1 -3.7
Auto Re-entries
Residents of Canada:
Same-day 3,931 -3.5 -17.2
Overnight 1,017 0.3 -8.4

Millions, seasonally adjusted
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Canadian residents’ trips of one or more nights
to all countries (by all modes of travel) rose 2.1%,
the first increase in three months. The increase in
the overall volume of resident travel was
attributable to a 1.8% rise in the number of trips to
the United States and a 3.2% increase in the
number of trips to countries other than the United
States.

The flow of foreign travellers to Canada declined
in August. Trips of one or more nights to Canada by
non-residents fell 1.7% after an increase of 2.1% in
July. The level of this type of travel has fluctuated
within a narrow band since late 1986. The number
of trips of one or more nights to Canada by
American visitors decreased 1.8% and comparable
trips by travellers from other countries declined
1.2%.

For further information, order International Travel -
Advance Information (catalogue number 66-001P),
or contact Education, Culture and Tourism Division
at(613) 951-1791.
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Canada Ranks High for Breast
Cancer Among Women

Breast cancer incidence rates for Canada are among
the highest in the world, exceeded only by those in
the United States. Incidence rates also vary within
Canada, with the highest rates in British Columbia
and Manitoba and the lowest rates in the Territories
and Newfoundland.

According to the seventh edition of Canadian
Cancer Statistics, 1993, released by Statistics
Canada and the Canadian Cancer Society, breast
cancer will be the most common cancer among
women in 1993. Breast cancer is expected to
account for 16,300 of all new cancer cases and 5,400
of all cancer deaths among Canadian women, just
ahead of the 5,300 lung cancer deaths among

women.

Although breast cancer incidence rates are on
the rise, increases have occurred only among women
age 50 and over. Survival rates for breast cancer are
higher than for most other cancers.

For men, prostate cancer is expected to overtake
lung cancer as the most frequently diagnosed cancer
- 12,900 new cases compared with 12,400 new cases
of lung cancer. Lung cancer, however, remains the
leading cause of death from cancer; it accounts for
over one-third of cancer deaths among men in
Canada.

For copies of Canadian Cancer Statistics, 1993 (free
of charge) please call (613) 951-1746. For further
information, contact Canadian Centre for Health
Information at (613) 951-1740.

Canadian Economic Observer

The October issue of Canadian Economic Observer, Statistics Canada's
flagship publication for economic statistics, comes in a new two-part
format and presents a monthly summary of the economy, the major
economic events in September and two feature articles. One feature
article is on interprovincial trade in goods and services and the other is on
auto transplants in Canada.

A more extensive statistical summary contains a wide range of tables
and graphs on the principal economic indicators for Canada, the provinces
and major industrial nations.

Canadian Economic Observer (catalogue number 11-010, $22/8220) is now
available. For more information, call Cindy Bloskie (613-951-3634),
Current Analysis Group.

Teachers! Students!
The 1993 edition of E-STAT is now available.

Join the 300 schools across Canada who have discovered this new interactive electronic learning tool. First
released last year, this popular CD-ROM disc provides you with actual and accurate information on
Canada, its people, its economy and culture. Research your topics and display the results in colourful

graphs and maps.

As suggested by users, the 1993 edition of E-STAT features:
® 50 ready-to-use lesson plans (covering almost every subject) developed by teachers;
® Improved user interface and streamlined documentation;
¢ Data updated to July 1993, including basic results of the 1991 Census and additional statistics on

health and justice.

For more information, please contact an E-STAT representative at the Statistics Canada Regional Reference

Centre nearest you.




Price: Issue/Subscription

Division/title of publication Period Catalogue Canada United Other
Number (Cdn.$) States Countries
US$

CURRENT ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
Canadian Economic Observer October 1993 11-010 22/220 26/260 317310
EDUCATION, CULTURE AND

TOURISM
Touriscope: International Travel,

Advance Information August 1993 66-001P 6.10/61 7.30/13 8.50/85
HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS
The Labour Force September 1993 71-001 17.90/179 21.50/215 25.10/251
INDUSTRY
Canadian Forestry Statistics 1991 25-202 27 32 38
Corrugated Boxes and Wrappers September 1993 36-004 5/50 6/60 7770
Energy Statistics Handbook October 1993 57-601 300 360 420
Department Store Sales and Stocks June 1993 63-002 14.40/144 17.30/173 20.20/202
Gas Utilities, Transport and Distribution

Systems 1992 57-205 27 32 38
New Motor Vehicle Sales June 1993 63-007 14.40/144 17.30/173 20.20/202
Oils and Fats August 1993 32-006 5/50 6/60 71170
Particleboard, Waferboard and Fibreboard August 1993 36-003 5/50 6/60 /10
Primary Iron and Steel August 1993 41-001 5/50 6/60 7710
Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics August 1993 25-001 6.10/61 7.30/73 8.50/85
Quarterly Report on Energy

Supply-Demand in Canada 1993-1 57-003 31.76/127 38/152 44.50/178
INDUSTRY MEASURES AND

ANALYSIS
Gross Domestic Product by Industry July 1993 15-001 12.70/127 15.20/152 17.80/178
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Preliminary Statement of Canadian

International Trade August 1993 65-001P 10/100 12/120 14/140
PRICES
Consumer Price Index September 1993 62-001 9.30/93 11.20/112 13/130
Farm Product Price Index August 1993 62-003 7.10/71 8.50/85 9.90/99
TRANSPORTATION
Passenger Bus and Urban Transit

Statistics August 1993 53-003 7.10/71 8.50/85 9.90/99
Railway Carloadings August 1993 52-001 8.30/83 10/100 11.60/116
Railway Operating Statistics,

Vol. 78, No.7 July 1993 52-003 10.50/105 12.60/126 14.70/147
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Real gross domestic product at factor cost decreased
0.2% in July, largely due to lower output in
| manufacturing and mining
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The year-over-year increase in the all-items CPl was

1.7% in August and the food index rose by 1.4%.
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| August to $25.8 billion, while the level of unfilled

[ orders slipped by 0.5% to $24.4 billion.

| Canadian manufacturers' shipments increased 3.7% in

Composite Index
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Aiter a revised gain of 0.6% in August, the composite

index continued its year-long advance, inCreasing by
0.4% in September.
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The unemployment rate fell from 11.3% in August to
11.2% in September.
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In August, seasonally adjusted merchandise imports
climbed 4.9% to $14.3 billion, while exports edged
down to $14.9 billion.

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted except the consumer price index.
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Change Change
Previous Previous
Period Level Period Year
GENERAL
Gross Domestic Product ($ billion, 1986) July 516.0 -0.2% 2.7%
Composite Leading Indicator (1981=100) September 156.6 0.4% 7.2%
Operating Profits of Enterprises ($ billion) 2nd Quarter 14.0 22.8% 35.9%
DOMESTIC DEMAND
Retail Trade ($ billion) August* 16.3 0.3% 4.7%
New Motor Vehicle Sales ("000 units) August 98.7 -1.2% -4.0%
LABOUR
Employment (millions) September 12.4 0.4% 1.5%
Unemployment Rate (%) September 15152 -0.1 -0.2
Participation Rate (%) September 65.1 0.0 -0.2
Labour Income ($ billion) July 33.2 0.2% 2.5%
Average Weekly Earnings ($) July 561.29 0.3% 1.9%
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Merchandise Exports (§ billion) August* 14.9 -0.3% 10.8%
Merchandise Imports (§ billion) August* 14.3 4.9% 17.0%
Merchandise Trade Balance ($ billion) August* 0.60 -0.72 -0.62
MANUFACTURING .
Shipments ($ billion) August* 25.8 3.7% 7.5%
New Orders ($ billion) August* 25.6 3.7% 6.4%
Unfilled Orders ($ billion) August* 24.4 -0.5% 8.4%
Inventory/ Shipments Ratio August* 3 -0.04 -0.06
Capacity Utilization (%) 20d Quarter 78.3 -0.2 3.3
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1986=100) August 130.6 0.1% 1.7%
Industrial Product Price Index (1986=100) August 112.8 0.6% 3.2%
Raw Materials Price Index (1986 =100) August 113.2 0.4% 5.3%
New Housing Price Index (1986=100) August 136.5 0.1% 1.3%
Note: All sertes are seasonally adjusted with the exception of average weekly earnings and the price indexes.
* New this week.
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Regional Reference Centres

Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the agency’s products and services.
Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase
publications, microcomputer and CD-ROM diskettes, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s
computerized data retrieval systems. A telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for clients
who are located outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services - from seminars to consultations —
are also offered. Call or write your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre for more information.

Newfoundland and Labrador

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

3rd Floor

Viking Building

Crosbie Road

St. John's, Newfoundland
AlB3P2

Toll free: 1-800-565-7192
Fax: 1-709-772-6433

Maritime Provinces
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

North American Life Centre
1770 Market Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3M3

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-565-7192
Fax:1-902-426-9538

Quebec

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Suite 412, East Tower

Guy Favreau Complex

200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montreal, Quebec

H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1-800-361-2831
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

Ontario

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

10th Floor

Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario

M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586

Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax:1-416-973-7475

National Capital Region
Advisory Services

Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada

R.H. Coats Building Lobby
Holland Avenue

Tunney’s Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A0T6

Local calls: (613)951-8116

If outside the local calling area, please

dial the toll free number for your
province.
Fax: 1-613-951-0581

Manitoba

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
MacDonald Building
Suite 300

344 Edmonton Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3B 3L9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-563-7828
Fax: 1-204-983-7543

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Avord Tower, 9th Floor
2002 Victoria Avenue
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4POR7

Local calls: (306) 780-5405

Toll free: 1-800-563-7828
Fax: 1-306-780-5403

Alberta and the Northwest
Territories

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

8th Floor, Park Square

10001 Bellamy Hill

Edmonton, Alberta

T5J 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-563-7828
Fax: 1-403-485-5318

Southern Alberta
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

First Street Plaza, Room 401
138-4th Avenue Southeast
Calgary, Alberta

T2G 4Z6

Local calls: (403) 292-4181
Toll free: 1-800-563-7828
Fax: 1-403-292-4958

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Sinclair Centre, Suite 440F

757 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9

Local calls: (604) 666-3691

Toll free: 1-800-663-1551

Fax: 1-604-666-4863

Telecommunications Device for the

Hearing Impaired
Toll free: 1-800-363-7629
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