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Labour incone declines again 
Labour income esti te 	I ' 	 'Au st 1994 
to a seasonally adj Ai rom 
weak employment growth and a drop in average weekly 
earnings. Despite the last two months of decline, labour 
income was 3.4% higher than its August 1993 level. 
Most industries, provinces, and territories recorded 
declines in wages and salaries on a month-to-month 
basis. However, for the majority, current wages and 
salaries remained above the August 1993 levels. 

This August's decline in total wages and salaries 
was led by trade (-1.7%), where average weekly 
earnings dropped 2.2% and employment grew 0.5%. 
Despite this decline, trade still remained 2.5% above its 
August 1993 level of wages and salaries. 

Commercial services and health and welfare were 
the next largest contributors to August's falling wages 
and salaries. Weak employment growth combined with 
an almost 1% drop in average weekly earnings resulted 
in lower wages and salaries in both industries. 

(continued on page 2) 
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• Labour income declines again 
For the second consecutive month, labour 
income estimates declined in August as a result 
of weak employment growth and a drop in 
average weekly earnings. 

• Fewer employed in October 
The estimated number of persons employed 
declined slightly in October after robust gains in 
the preceding eight months. 

• Motor vehicle sales rebound 
Sales by new motor vehicle dealers rebounded in 
September, following two consecutive months of 
decline. 

• New house prices change little 
In September, the index rose 0.1% from August 
1994. This was the 15th consecutive month in 
which the index did not change by more than 
0.1%. 

• Value of building permits falls 
After two quarters of growth, the value of 
building permits fell 5.4% in the third quarter of 
1994. 

• Canadians embrace high-tech 
Canadians appear to increasingly embrace 
technology in their daily lives. One in four 
households owns a home computer and one-third 
of these are equipped with a modem. 
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Labour income declines again 
Except for Alberta, and the Yukon, Northwest 

Territories and abroad, all provinces posted August 
declines in wages and salaries On a year-to-date 

Wages and salaries, August 1994 
Seasonally adjusted 

Province/ 	Wages and % change, % change, 
Territory 	 salaries previous previous 

($ millions ) month year 

Canada 29,896 .0.3 3.1 

Newfoundland 387 -0.7 1.8 
Prince Edward Island 95 -0.7 1.1 
Nova Scotia 732 -1.5 0.8 
New Brunswick 593 -2.4 0.9 
Quebec 5,683 -0.4 1.0 
Ontario 12,413 -0.3 3.2 
Manitoba 1,001 -0.4 4.7 
Saskatchewan 757 -0.5 2.2 
Alberta 2,939 0.3 3.6 
British Columbia 4,092 -0.3 6.1 
Yukon and Northwest 

Territories\.Abroad 185 1.7 6.7 

Note to users 
Labour income consists of wages and salaries 
(88%), plus supplementary labour income (12%). 
Wages and salaries include items such as bonuses, 
gratuities, taxable allowances and retroactive 
wage payments. Supplementary labour income 
comprises employer contributions to employee 
walfare, pension, workers' compensation and 
unemployment insurance plans. Labour income 
accounts for 57% ofgross domestic product. 

basis, six provinces and territories have already 
attained or surpassed their 1993 annual growth 
rates. 
For further information, order Estimates of labour 
income (catalogue 72 -005) or contact Labour 
Division at (613)951-4090. 

Fewer employed in October 
The estimated number of persons employed declined 
slightly in October after robust gains that totalled 
327,000 in the preceding eight months. A decline in 
youth part-time employment was partly offset by a 
gain in adult full-time employment. The unem-
ployment rate edged down 0.1 percentage points to 
10.0%. 

Despite recent monthly fluctuations, and an 
employment drop in October of 43,000, the 
employment trend among youths (15 to 24 years) 
has changed little since 1993, following sharp 
declines in the early 1990s. Employment among 
youths remained 354,000 below its pre-recession 
level, while their unemployment rate rose 0.8 
percentage points to 16.6%. 

The number of employed adults (25 years and 
over) continued to increase, up 23,000 since 
September and up 299,000 since January, with 
virtually all the increase occurring in full-time 
employment. The unemployment rate for adults has 
dropped to 8.7% from 10.0% in January. 

Employment continued to increase in the goods-
producing industries in October (18,000), with gains 
since January totalling 211,000. In contrast, 
employment in the service industries fell by 44,000 
in October. 

Across Canada, despite declines in October of 
20,000 in Ontario and 15,000 in British Columbia, 
employment has been trending up in both provinces. 
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Growth since January totalled 137,000 in Ontario 
and 46,000 in British Columbia. Manitoba 
increased its employment level by 11,000 over the 
last two months, while Prince Edward Island's 
October figure was up a sharp 3,000. Employment 
levels did not change significantly in the other 
provinces. 
For further information, order The labour force 
(catalogue 71 -OO1P) or contact Household Surveys 
Division at (613) 951-4720. (See also "Current trends 
on page 7.) 
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PROVINCIAL PERSPECTIVES 

Labour force survey, October 1994 
(seasona1ly adjusted) 

Labour force Employment Unemployment 

1000 % change 1000 % change, 1000 Rate (%) 
previous previous 

month month 

Canada 14,140 -0.2 12,726 -0.2 1,414 10.0 

Newfoundland 234 -1.7 186 -0.5 48 20.5 
Prince Edward Island 69 3.0 58 5.5 11 15.5 
Nova Scotia 423 0.7 369 0.5 54 12.8 
New Brunswick 338 0.0 297 0.3 41 12.1 
Quebec 3,436 -0.3 3,026 -0.1 410 11.9 
Ontario 5.394 -0.6 4,906 -0.4 488 9.0 
Manitoba 545 0.9 497 1.2 48 8.8 
Saskatchewan 472 0.4 438 0.0 34 7.2 
Alberta 1.422 0.4 1,308 0.3 114 8.0 
British Columbia 1,802 -0.7 1,638 -0.9 164 9.1 

Motor vehicle sales rebound 
Sales by new motor vehicle dealers rebounded in 
September, following two consecutive months of 
decline. Both passenger car and truck sales 
increased. 

Seasonally adjusted new motor vehicle sales 
totalled 106,000 units, an increase of 7.6% from 
August. This gain followed declines of 7.9% and 
1.0% in the two preceding months. However, 
September's figure was still some 2,000 units lower 
than the June 1994 peak of 108,000 units. 

Truck sales, which were up 9.7% from last 
month, led the surge in new motor vehicle sales. 
Truck sales have followed a generally upward trend 
since March 1993. In contrast, the trend for 
passenger car sales has been declining since 
February 1994. In September, though, both North 
American-built and imported passenger car sales 
increased, for a total of 6.2%. 

The proportion of North American-built passen-
ger cars in the Canadian market continues to be 
higher than one year ago. The market share of Big 
Three passenger cars sold in Canada was 60.9% in 
September, up from 57.1% a year earlier. As well, 
the share of passenger cars built by foreign 
man ufacturers in North America almost doubled 
over the same period. On the other hand, the 
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1 The short-term trend represents a moving average of 
the data. 

market share of passenger cars manufactured in 
Japan dropped to 22.1% from 31.2% in September 
1993. 
For further information, order New motor vehicle 
sales (catalogue 63 -007) or contact Industry Division 
at (613) 951-3552. 
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New house prices change little 
The new housing price index (1986= 100) stood at 
136.3 in September 1994, a slight 0.1% higher than 
the month before. The estimated house only index 
increased 0.1%, while the land only index decreased 
0.1%. 

In 10 of the 20 urban areas surveyed, 
contractors reported stable or offsetting new home 
selling prices resulting in no monthly changes in 
their total city indexes. Among the 7 urban areas 
showing monthly price increases, the largest was 
recorded for Montreal (0.3%). Builders in this city 
cited higher material costs as the main reason for 
this rise. No other city registered a monthly gain 
larger than 0.2%. Of the 3 cities posting monthly 
declines, the largest was for Victoria (-0.5%). 

Between September 1993 and September 1994, 
new house prices dropped 0.2%. Decreases occurred 
in St. Catharines-Niagara 0.5%), Kitchener-
Waterloo (-3.1%), Vancouver (-2.6%), Victoria 
(-1.4%), Hamilton (-0.9%), and Quebec City (47%). 
Offsetting increases were recorded in Regina (4.1%), 
Halifax (3.8%), Winnipeg (3.6%), Calgary (3.0) and 
Saskatoon (1.2%). The index for Toronto (0.1%), 
Canada's largest new residential construction 

New housing price indexes 
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market, registered almost no change from a year 
ago. 
For further information, order Construction price 
statistics (catalogue 62 -007) or contact Prices 
Division at (613) 951 -3350. 
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Value of building permits falls 
After two quarters of growth, the seasonally 
adjusted value of building permits issued by 
municipalities fell 5.4% (to $6,851 million) in the 
third quarter of 1994 from $7,246 million in the 
second quarter. Combined with recent declines in 
housing starts, this drop could foreshadow further 
cuts in construction employment over the next few 
months. Across Canada, Ontario was the only 
province to post a third-quarter gain in permits 
(6.2%). 

September's figure for total building permit 
values registered at $2,112 million, a 7.7% drop 
from August. A civic workers' strike in Vancouver, 
which stopped permit activity for an entire month, 
was partly responsible for the decline. Non-
residential permits recorded the largest drop, but 
residential permits fell as well. On a year-over-year 
basis, permit values this September were 0.6% 
higher than in September 1993. 

The value of non-residential permits plunged 
15.4% to $740 million from August as declines in 
institutional and commercial construction inten-
tions more than offset a gain in planned industrial 
construction. On a quarterly basis, the value of non-
residential permits for the third quarter of 1994 
dipped 3.9% from the preceding quarter. The 
decline was due mainly to significant decreases by 

Value of building permits issued 
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the commercial and institutional components in 
September. Despite the third quarter's drop, the 
value of non-residential intentions was 8.9% higher 
than in the third quarter of 1993. This reflected 
overall improved conditions for business as shown 
by a second-quarter gain in profits and a jump in 
capacity utilization. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Value of building permits falls 
For the third consecutive month, the value of 

residential projects declined (-2.9% to $1,372 
million), reflecting the continuingly sluggish resale 
market of existing homes in all provinces. 
September's decrease was attributable to a 62% 
drop in single-family housing permits, which offset 
a 6.3% increase in multi-family dwelling intentions 
that came entirely from Ontario builders. 
Quarterly, residential permit values fell 6.3% in the 
third quarter to $4,342 million, due to a drop in 
multi-family (41.0%) and single-family (-4.3%) 
dwelling intentions. However, compared with the 
same quarter last year, the value of residential 
building permits rose 2.5. 

In terms of number of dwelling units, the 
annualized number of permits issued in September 
was 141,000 units, down 1.7% from August. 
September's level - the lowest recorded this year - 
signals further contraction in the residential 
construction sector for the fourth quarter of 1994. 
These latest housing numbers support Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation's housing 
affordability index, which fell from 41% early this 
year to 27% in June (the index measures the 
percentage of renters who could buy a home). 
For further information, order Building permits 
(catalogue 64-001) or contact Investment and Capital 
Stock Division at (613) 951-2025. 

PROVINCIAL PERSPECTIVES 

Building permit.s, September 1994 
Unadjusted data (Adjusted data not available by province) 

Total Residential Non-residential 

Provincetrerritory (S millions) % change, ($ millions) % change, (S millions) % change, 
previous year previous year previous year 

Canada 2,352.9 -2.S 1,496.0 -3.2 856.9 -1.2 

Newfoundland 36.6 12.3 18.1 -7.0 18.5 41.2 
Prince Edward Island 8.9 -12.6 5.6 -24.8 3.3 20.8 
Nova Scotia 61.5 4.1 43.4 -1.4 18.1 20.0 
New Brunswick 49.9 29.2 26.8 3.3 23.1 82.1 
Quebec 452.8 -4.5 253.4 -9.4 199.5 2.4 
Ontario 1031.2 20.5 667.3 18.0 364.0 25.6 
Manitoba 56.0 28.9 26.3 15.5 29.7 140.4 
Saskatchewan 27.5 -20.8 12.1 -18.9 15.4 -22.3 
Alberta 2251 -15.2 141.7 -17.5 83.4 -11.0 
British Coluxnbia 391.6 -33.2 295.8 -21.5 95.8 -54.2 
Yukon 6.6 -15.9 3.2 -36.8 3.5 20.7 
NorthwestTerritories 5.2 4.1 2.5 -33.9 2.7 124.4 

Canadians embrace high-tech 
Canadians appear to increasingly embrace 
technology in their daily lives. In 1994, one in four 
Canadian households owns a home computer, 
double the proportion of six years ago. Moreover, 
one in three computers is equipped with a modem. 
The telephone line, essential for the use of a modem, 
is not a problem as telephones are present in 99% of 
homes. In addition, 36.2% of households own three 
or more telephones. 

Cable television, another key to electronic 
information and communication, now allows 74.1% 
of homes to expand their viewing choices. Almost 
all homes have a colour television (98.2%) and close 
to half have two or more. Eight in ten households 
(79.2%) can record their favourite show or watch the 
latest movie with a video cassette recorder (VCR). 
In 1984, only 12.6% of households had a VCR. 
Camcorders, the newer video item, are owned by 
14.4% of households. 

Compact disc (CD) players are rapidly becoming 
an audio favourite of consumers. In 1994, 40.8% of 
households have a CD player, up substantially from 
33.2% last year and from 11.6% just five years ago. 
Despite these trends, cassette players remain 
popular, with 76.5% of households having one. 

Household requirements for quick, easy and 
high-tech extend to the kitchen, especially because 
both spouses work in 60.8% of families. For 
example, 81.5% of households have a microwave 
oven, up from 16.2% ten years ago. Automatic 
dishwashers are found in 46.4% of homes and gas 
barbacues, in 53.0%. 
For further information, order Household facilities 
and equipment, 1994 (catalogue 64 -202) or contact 
Household Surveys Division at (613)951 -4643. 
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Division/title of publication Period Catalogue 
number 

Canada 
(Cdn.$) 

Price: Issue/Subscription 

United 	Other 
States 	countries 

Uss 
INDUSTRY 
Beverage and tobacco product industries 1992 32-251 38 46 54 Cement September 1994 44-001 6/60 8/72 9/84 Department store sales and stocks August 1994 63-002 16/160 20/192 23/224 Footwear statistics 3rd quarter 1994 33-002 6/24 8/29 9/34 Gas utilities July 1994 55-002 14/140 17/168 20/196 Gypsum products September 1994 44-003 6/60 8172 9/84 Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins September 1994 46-002 6/60 8/72 9/84 Oil pipeline transport August 1994 55-001 11/110 14/132 16/154 Rigid insulating board September 1994 36-002 6/60 8/72 9/84 Shipments of solid fuel burning heating 

products 3rd quarter 1994 25-002 6/24 8/29 9/34 Steel wire and specified wire products September 1994 41-006 6/60 8172 9/84 
INDUSTRY MEASURES AND ANALYSIS 
Grossdomestic productby industry August 1994 15-001 14/140 17/168 20/196 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Exports by commodity August 1994 65-004 60/600 721720 841840 
INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK 
Building permits September 1994 64-001 241240 29/288 34/336 
LABOUR 
Labour force information October 15,1994 71-001P 10/100 12/120 141140 Unemployment insurance statistics August 1994 73-001 16/160 20/192 23/224 
TRANSPORTATION 

1992 53-215 36 44 51 Railway carloadings June 1994 52-001 10/100 121120 141140 
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CURRENT TRENDS 

Gross domestic product 	 I I 	Composite index 

7 

% change, 
previous month 
1.0 

0.5 

0 

-0.5 

-1.0 
S J 	 J 	 J 	A 

1991 	1992 	 1993 	1994 

In August, real gross domestic product at factor cost 
rose 0.5%, equal to its pace during the second quarter 

Consumer price index 
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Consumers paid 0.2% more for goods and services in 
September 1994 than the year before. Food prices 
rose by 0.6%, 
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Led mostly by business spending, the composite index 
grew by 0.5% in September. 
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In October, the unemployment rate edged down 0.1 
percentage points to 10.0%. 
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Canadian manufacturers' shipments rose 2.5% in 
August to $30.1 billion. The level of unfilled orders 
grew 1 8% to 532.2 billion. 

Merchandise trade 
Billions 
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The value of merchandise exports increased by $291 
million in August, to $18.8 billion. Imports grew by 
51 7 billion, to $17.9 billion. 

Note: All series are seasonally aeluctec except tne consumer prrce inoes. 
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Change, Change, 
previous previous 

Period Level period year 

GENERAL 
Gross domestic product ($ billion, 1986) August 533.9 0.5% 4.5% 
Composite leading indicator (1981 = 100) September 168.5 0.5% 7.6% 
Operating profits of enterprises ($ billion) 2nd quarter 18.1 10.9% 29.5% 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Retail trade ($ billion) August 17.3 0.9% 6.2% 
New motor vehicle sales ('000 units) September* 106.0 7.6% 7.8% 

LABOUR 
Employment (millions) October* 12.7 -0.2% 2.6% 
Unemployment rate (%) October* 10.0 -O.l 
Participation rate (%) October* 64.8 -0.3' 
Labour income ($ billion) August* 34.1 -0.3% 3.4% 
Average weekly earnings ($) August 565.0 -0.7% 1.4% 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Merchandise exports ($ billion) August 18.8 1.6% 24.8% 
Merchandise imports ($ billion) August 17.9 10.2% 22.1% 
Merchandise trade balance (all figures in $ billion) August 0.9 -1.4 0.5 

MANUFACTURING 
Shipments ($ billion) August 30.1 2.5% 15.4% 
Neworders ($billion) August 30.7 2.7% 18.7% 
Unfilled orders ($ billion) August 32.2 1.8% 14.3% 
Inventory/shipments ratio August 1.26 -0.03 -0.11 
Capacityutilization (%) 2nd quarter  77.9 2.4 4.1 

PRICES 
Consumer price index (1986= 100) September 130.9 0.1% 0.2% 
Industrial product price index (1986= 100) September 120.1 -0.2% 6.2% 
Raw materials price index (1986=100) September 121.7 -2.2% 8.1% 
New housing price index (1986= 100) September* 136.3 0.1% -0.2% 

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception of the price indexes. * newths week 
percentage point 
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