Cals alwuurui'i 002E (Francais

11-002F) ISSN 0380-054

O

A Weekly Review

Friday, September 17, 1999

OVERVIEW

Industrial capacity utilization continues
to climb

In the second quarter, industries raised their rate of capacity
use to 83.8%—the third straight quarterly increase and the
highest rate in almost two years. The rise was propelled by
strong investment in machinery, equipment and housing.

Littile change in employment and
unemployment

Employment was unchanged in August, and the unemploy-
ment rate edged up to 7.8%. Since August 1998, almost

all of the job growth in manufacturing (+5.9%) has occurred
1n Onwarnio

Residential and non-residential sectors
boost building permits

In July. for a third straighi month, the value of building
permits advanced (+4.3%). The residential sector, partic-

ularly muhi-family dwellings, led the way, as did the
non-residential sector.

Economy’s performance expected to be
much the same

According to the latest Short-term Expectations Survey.
cconomic forecasters expect key indicators of the economy’s
performanee 10 show little change through October.

Admissions hit a 36-year high at movie
theatres

In 1997/98, autendance a1 movic theatres climbed for a sixth
conscculive year, reaching a 36-year high. Profits were also
up, owing to the recent opening of new, very large, muliti
screen theatre complexes.

Small proportion of 1995 graduates
moved south

A small proportion (1.5%) of the men and women who
praduaied from Canadian posl-secondary schools in 1995
moved 1o the United States after graduation. Those who
moved south tended to be high-quality graduates in certain
kuey ficlds, particularly the healtheare occupations.
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usc to 83.8%—the third straight quarterly increase and the

highest rate in almost two years. Propelled by strong invest-
ment in machinery, equipment and housing, industries nearly
matched their most recent operating peak (third quarter 1997) of
84.0%.

Manufacturers were the main contributors to the quarterly growth
in capacity usc. In particular, producers of machincry and cquipment
benefited from increased spending on their products. Manufacturers
raised their ratc of capacity use in the second quarter by 0.7 per-
centage points to 86.2%. This marked the third consecutive increase
and it brought the rate to just above the most recent peak
(first quarter 1995) of 86.1%. Apart from a drop in the primary
melals industrics, lower rales of capacity use were recorded by
manufacturers of non-durable goods.

The manufacturers were cranked up by the machinery and
cquipment industries. Inelectrical and electronic products, producers
pushed their raic of capacity use up 5.9 percentage points 1o a
record 94.6%. Business and government spending in preparation
for Y2K compliance spurred computer production. Producers of
these products also benefited from strong U.S. export demand.

Industrial capacity utilization rates
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... Industrial capacity utilization continues to climb

Telecommunications equipment manufacturers stepped up output
significantly, as well. In the machinery industries, manufacturers
of compressors and pumps were largely responsible for a 0.1
percentage-point rise in the rate of capacity use. And in the
transportation equipment industrics, higher output of parts and
accessorics morc than offset a slight downturn in vehiclc
production.” The réSulting rise in the rate of capacity use was a
slight ().ZJ;EéEccﬁnagc points; » 4
3 =

Two groups operated just shy of full capacity in the second

quarter. Rubber products industries reached a record high capacity

-

Industrial capacity utilization rates, second quarter 1999

— A

Tt | % %pon % point
- change, change,
previous previous
quarter year

Total, non-farm goods-producing
industries 83.8 0.5 1.0
Logging and forestry 82.3 2.0 3.9
Mining (inciuding miliing) and quarrying 708 6.5 -10.9
Crude oil and naturai gas 726 20 46
Manutacturing 86.2 07 24
Wood 88.3 174 58
Fumiture and fixtures 824 0.6 -5.0
Primary metals 89.7 0.7 0.2
Machinery 735 1.0 -10.5
Transportation equipment 90.8 0.2 9.8
Electrical and electronic products 94.6 5.9 9.9
Non-metallic mineral products 93.7 03 89
Beverages 89.1 06 0.5
Textile products 791 0.1 46
Paper and allied products 89.3 -1.0 14
Refined petroleum and coal products 98.3 0.2 6.5
Chemical and chemical products 80.1 0.2 4.9
Construction 85.8 1.2 2.4
Electric power 85.2 s 0.5
Gas distribution 703 -37 23

Note to readers

Anindustry’s capacity use is the ratio of its actual output to its
estimated potential output. Statistics Canada derives estimaltes
of an industry’s potential output from measures of its capital
stock. A company’s measure of its level of operation, as a
percentage of potenual, takes into account changes in the
obsolescence of facilities, capital-to-labour ratios and other
characteristics of production techniques. The rates of capacity
use have been revised back 1o the first quarter of 1997

of 97.5%, while refined petroleum and coal producers hit a peak
of 98.3%.

The wood industrics raised their rate of capacity usc by 1.7 per-
centage points. The start of a new quota year in the Canada-U.S.
Softwood Lumber Agrcement in April translated into strong
cxports of sawn lumber to the United States in the second quarter,
as that country’s home-building boom continucd. In Canada,
mecanwhile, home-building remained strong, as did renovations
activity, helping to push the construction industry’s capacity use
rate up 1.2 percentage points.

The construction industry and clectric power lifted the capacity
use rate of the non-manufacturing industries in the second quarter.
In electric power systems, the rate of capacity usc rose 1.5 per-
cenlage points, largely duc to the unusually warm spring weather
in both Eastern Canada and the United States. Wider usc of air
conditioning in both countries meant higher demand for clectricity.
A stecp drop in mining scrvices led to a 6.5 percentage-point
decline in the capacity use rate for the mining and quarrying
industry in the second quarter.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 3140).

For further information, contact Susanna Wood (613-951-0055)
or Richard Landry (613-951-2579), Investment and Capital Stock
Division.

Little change in employment and
unemployment

mployment was unchanged in August. This followed an
increcase in July of 40,000 jobs. Employment has risen

since August 1998 by 2.4%. But that reflects strong job
growth in the latter half of 1998. The growth so far in 1999 has
been slower (+0.8%). In August, the unemployment rate notched
up 0.1 percentage points to 7.8%.

After three consecutive monthly increases, employment in
manufacturing fell by 19,000. In the year to August, manufacturing
cmployment grew at arate of 5.9%, with almost all of that growth
occurring in Ontario. Employment rose by 37,000 in educational
services in August, likely reflecting an carlier start to the school
year in somc parts of the country. Public administration shed
20,000 jobs, lcaving employment in the industry down on the
year by 7%.

Full-time employment in August fell by 35,000, whereas part-
time rosc by 29,000. Compared with August 1998, however, the
gain in full-time employment (+2.9%) has outpaced that in part-
time (+0.6%). In August, most of the shift between full- and part-
time work occurred among adult women (-24,000 full-time jobs,
+36,000 part-time jobs). Over the year to August, employment
among adult women has climbed 3.1% (full-time +3.4%, part-time

Employment
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+2.0%), and so their uncmployment rate has fallen 0.7 percentage
points 10 6.5%. Over the same year, employment among adult
men has climbed slower (+1.7%). In August, their employment
level did not change and more were looking for work, pushing
their unemployment rate up 0.3 percentage points 10 6.7%.

(continued on page 3)
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... Little change in employment and unemployment

Among youths, employment edged down in August by 16,000.
Despite those job losses, the youth unemployment rate actually
fell 0.4 percentage points to 13.7%. This was due to a drop in
labour force participation, likely reflecting an carlier-than-usual
start to the secondary school year in some parts of the country. So
far in 1999, there has been virtually no employment growth for
youths,

More students held jobs in the summer of 1999 than last
summer. From Junc to August, their average employment rate
was S1.3%, up 1.3 percentage points from last summer, and their
uncmployment rate averaged 15.0%, down a full percentage point.
However, the likelihood of working part time increased. The 17
o 19 year-olds saw the greatest improvement: their employment
rate rose {rom 55.0% in 1998 to 58.6% in 1999 and their
uncmployment rate fell sharply from 17.4% 1o 14.8%. Among
older students aged 20 to 24, cmployment edged up only slightly
this summer and unemployment declined 0.7 percentage points to
8.9%. Meanwhile, the labour market situation of students aged
15 and 16 did not improve this summer. Their employment ratc

<

was unchanged at 30.7% and their unemployment rate rose to
23.8% (+1.1 percentage points), a result of higher labour force
participation.

In British Columbia, on the hecls of job losses in recent
months, employment increased slightly (+12,000), lcaving
employment little changed so far this ycar. In Alberta, employment
fell by 11,000, leaving the job growth there so far this ycar at
1.5% (+23.000). The province's unemployment rate rosc 0.4 per-
centage points. In Newfoundland. meanwhile, employment
declined by 7,000. Employment in the province has fluctuated
widely since August 1998, but the underlying trend has been
positive. A drop in labour force participation there in August
causcd the uncmployment rate to edge down. In the other
provinces, the employment picture was little changed in August,

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3450-3471, 3483-3502 and
table 00799999.

The complete report appears in Labour force information, for
the week ending August 21, 1999 (71-001-PPB, $11/$103), now
available. For further information, contact Deborah Sunter
(613-951-4740) or Jean-Marc Lévesque (613-951-4168), Labour
Statistics Division.

Labour Force Survey, August 1999
Seasonally adjusted’

Labour force Employment Unemployment
'000 % change, ‘000 % change, ‘000 rate (%)
previous month previous month

Canada 15,806.0 0.0 14,672.8 0.0 1,233.1 7.8
Newfoundiand 2456 -3.1 205.0 -3.1 40.6 16.5
Prince Edward Island 70.4 1.0 60.7 -0.8 96 136
Nova Scotia 4556 -03 416.2 -0.1 39.4 8.6
New Brunswick 373.2 0.6 336.8 06 36.4 98
Quebec 3,765.9 04 3,397.3 -0.1 368.6 98
Ontario 6,161.1 -0.2 5,769.3 0.0 391.8 6.4
Manitoba 5§83.2 05 567.7 0.1 35.6 6.0
Saskatchewan SN -0.3 480.8 -0.4 30.4 59
Alberta 1,659.2 0.3 1,556.4 -0.7 102.8 6.2
British Columbia 2070.7 06 1,892.7 0.6 1779 8.6

' Data are for both sexes aged 15 and over.

Residential and non-residential
sectors boost building permits

unicipalities issued $3.2 billion in building permits in

July, up 4.3% from June. Gains in both the residential

and the non-residential sectors pushed construction
intentions up for a third straight month. In the first seven months
of 1999. municipalitics issued $20.4 billion in residenual and
non-residential building permits, a gain over the same period in
1998 of 4.9%.

The value of building permits in the residential sector edged
up0.6% to $1.7 billion. It was the sector’s third straight monthly
advance. In July, the value of permits to build multi-family
dwellings increased 11.8% to $514 million, whereas the value of
permits for single-family dwellings decrcased afier three straight
monthly increases, down 3.6% to $1.2 billion.

In July, the resale of homes fell for the first time since January.
Some mortgage rates have increased recently, but consumer
confidence is still strong and prices for new houses remain
attractive. These faclors, together with 11 months of uninterrupted
cconomic growth and gains in full-time employment, point to
sustained activity in the housing market in the coming months, In
the first seven months of this year, residential building permits
reached $11.2 billion—the highest level recorded for the first
seven months of any year since 1990. This gain was due to the
strength in both single- and multiple-family dwellings.

The gains (in terms of dollars) came mostly from Ontario,
followed by Quebec and Manitoba. Except for Manitoba, where
both single- and multi-family dwellings showed improvement,
the gains were solcly based on plans to build multi-family dwellings.
The largest decreases were recorded in British Columbia and

(continued on page 4)

Statistics Canada - INFOMAT Catalogue no. 11-002-XPE

September 17, 1999



4

... Residential and non-residential sectors boost building
permits

Nova Scotia, reflecting losses in both single- and multi-family
dwellings.

The non-residential sector was lifted in July by a surge in
permits for industrial construction. The valuc of non-residential
permits rose 9.1% to $1.5 billion—the highest monthly figure
since September 1989, In the first seven months of this year,
permits for non-residential construction totalled $9.2 billion, up
from the ycar-carlicr period by 1.5%. It was also the best perfor-
mance for the first seven months of a year since 1990.

Industrial construction intentions surged 43.7% (1o $413 mil-
lion) from June to July on the strength of projects for utilitics and
transportation. It was the industrial component’s best showing
since November 1997. Commercial construction permits, after
two straight monthly decreases, incrcased 9.2% (1o $724 million).
The largest contribution came from office, trade and services
building permits. In the institutional component, intentions were
down 16.1% (to $331 million). This sector suffered from fewer
projects in the government administration and medical fields,
where activity was high in Junc.

The most significant increases (in terms of dollars) were in
Ontario, Alberta and Saskatchewan. In all cases, the industrial
componcnt led the way. The most important decreasc occurred in
British Columbia, where a drop of 28.0% reflected a sharp 52.2%
drop in plans to build institutional projects.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 80 (levels 3-7 and 33-48), 129,
137, 443, 989-992, 994, 995 and 4073.

Total value of building permits
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The July 1999 issue of Building permits (64-001-XIB, $19/$186)
can be downloaded at www.staican.ca. For general information,
contact Joanne Bureau (613-951-9689; burejoa @statcan.ca). For
further analytical information, contact Pierre Després (613-
951-9691; desppie@statcan.ca), Investment and Capital Stock
Division.

Building permits, July 1998

Seasonally adjusted
Total Residentiai Non-residential

$ millions % change, $ millions % change, $ millions % change,
previous quarter previous quarter previous quarter
Canada 3,198.6 43 1,729.7 0.6 1,468.8 9.1
Newfoundland 40.7 63.3 10.3 -26.3 304 177.7
Prince Edward Island 8.4 -39.9 4.6 -15.8 38 -55.3
Nova Scotia 83.4 -12.2 34.8 -25.0 48.6 0.0
New Brunswick 4.4 -12.2 20.4 -18.1 240 -6.4
Quebec 4847 8.4 251.8 24 233.0 11687
Ontario 1,454.8 10.7 880.1 72 574.7 16.5
Manitoba 746 148 33.8 214 40.9 9.9
Saskatchewan 97.6 70.6 25.2 -1.0 724 128.0
Alberta 460.9 12.8 240.5 0.2 2204 30.8
British Columbia 436.1 -22.4 2193 -16.8 216.9 -28.0
Yukon 2.8 -60.0 1.4 6.7 14 -75.6
Northwest Territories 34 -40.1 20 634 14 -68.9
Nunavut 6.7 -65.5 56 -135 14 -87.3

Note: Data may not add to totals due to rounding. Some percentage changes should be interpreted with caution because of the small numbers involved.
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Economy’s performance expected
to be much the same

ccording to the latest Short-term Expectations Survey
(July to October), economic forecasters expect key

indicators of the economy's performance to show little
change through October.

Starting with consumer price inflation, their average forecast
is for an annual inflation rate in the consumer price index of 1.8%
for August, 1.9% for September and 1.9% for October. Lately,
the actual inflation rate has been slightly higher than expected:
the average forecast for July was 1.7%, whereas the actual rate
was [.8%.

Monthly growth of gross domestic product, meanwhile,
gamered an average forecast for June of 0.3%—right on the
actual growth reported. Analysts expect about the same monthly
growth in July (+0.3%) and August (+0.2%).

5

Turning to the forecasts for intcrnational trade, the surveyed
cconomists expect to see a small change in the merchandise trade

surplus for the months from July to September. Averaging their
responses, they expect the date to show a surplus of $2.6 hillion
for July, with it rising to $2.7 billion in the August report and then
declining to $2.5 billion when the September numbers come in.
They forecast a slight increasc in both exports and imports to be
recorded for those months.

Finally, in the labour market, these analysts anticipatc the
uncmployment rate will remain stable at July’s rate (7.7%) from
August through October. The August figure came in a1 7.8%. At
the same time, they expect the participation rate to increasc
slightly from July’s rate of 65.4% to 65.5% in August, 65.6% in
September and 65.7% in October. In August, the actual the
participation ratc was 65.4%.

For further information, or to order a set of tables, contact Jenny
Grenier(613-951-1020, fax: 613-951-1572, grenjen@statcan.ca),
Small Business and Special Surveys Division.

Admissions hit a 36-year high at
movie theatres

n 1997/98, attendance at movie theatres and drive-ins (laken

together) climbed for a sixth consecutive year, reaching a

17-year high of almost 100 million admissions. After having
grown at an annual average rate of about 4% in the previous five
ycars, attendance by moviegoers grew 8% in 1997/98. Auendance
at recently opened large and very large theatres contributed
significantly to this overall increase. The attraction to larger
theatres can also be seen in the already existing establishments.
Alberta residents were Canada’s most avid moviegoers. On
average, they went to the movies 4.6 times in 1997/98, up from
the previous year by 13%.

The recent resurgence in the popularity of movie theatres
(excluding drive-ins, where attendance is still down) resulted in a
36-year high of 97.7 million admissions in 1997/98, up 8% from
the previous year and the sixth consecutive annual increase.
Gains in attendance were accompanied by rationalising and
restructuring within the industry. Larger multi-screen houses have
replaced many small- and medium-sized cinemas. Although
much of the attendance growth coincided with the recenily opencd
large and very large multi-screen houses, the draw of these new
theatres also created hardships for the already existing small- and
medium-sized cinemas: attendance at these theatres was down
1 1% and 24%, respectively.

Movie theatres and drive-ins, 1997/98 fiscal year

Movie

theatres Drive-ins Total
Number of theatres 617 71 688
Number of screens 2,186 115 2,301
Fuil-lime employees 1,274 102 1,376
Part-time employees 9,168 727 9,895
Attendance ('000) 97.686 2,209 99,895
Box office receipts ($ '000) 490,123 12,535 502.658
Total revenues ($ ‘000) 699,879 20,875 720,754
Profit ($ ‘000) 82,984 2,840 85,824

Note to readers

Movie theatres and drive-ins have twao principal sources of
revenues—the box office and the snack bar. Small theatres are
those that reported total operating revenues of less than
$500.000. Medium-sized theatres had revenues from $500,000
to $999,999, while large theatres had revenues from $1 million
to $5 million, and very large theatres reported revenues greater
than $5 million.

The very large theatres have also increased their market share.
Over the last three years, while the number of very large movie
theatres doubled from 5 to 10, their share of attendance also
doubled from 4% to 8%. Large theatres also grew their share of
attendance (from 69% to 75%), whereas the shares of small-
(from 12% to 8%) and medium-sized movie theatres declined
(from 15% 10 9%).

Movie theatres overall had a profitable year in 1997/98. Profits
were up 32% 1o $83.0 million. Nearly two-fifths of that incrcase
was attributable to the new largcr theatres. Larger theatres accounted
for 94% ($77.9 million) of all profits. By contrast, small theatres
reported a loss of nearly $1 million and medium-sized theatres
had profits of $6 million.

Very large theatres not only retained more of each ticket sold,
but they also made considerably more profit on each patron in the
snack bar and via auxiliary services. The recent trend of party
rooms for kids, coffee bars. cocktail lounges, high-tech video
arcades and a slew of concession stands with products ranging
from pizza to gourmet cookies also contributed significantly to
the bottom line. Morcover, the larger theatres are more cost
efficient. They reduced their per-admission costs in the arca of
staffing and by using their theatres more intensively than the
smaller operators.

As for drive-in theatres, there are now more of them, but
attendance is still down. The trend of disappearing drive-in
theatres ended in 1997/98, when the number of drive-ins increased
3% 10 71. However, even with that increase, admissions continued

{continued on page 6)
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... Admissions hit a 36-year high at movie theatres

to drop, falling 5% to 2.2 million—the third consecutive decline.
Despite that drop in attendance, profits at drive-in theatres grew
13% to $2.8 million. As with the regular movic theatres, the
larger drive-ins performed better than the smaller ones in the
arcas of attendance, revenues, cost cutting and profits.

Selected data from the Motion Picture Theatres Survey are
available in table format (87 FO009XPE, $50). Data from this .
survey are also available tabulated by province/territory. Custom
tabulations are available on a cost-recovery basis. For further
information, contact Norman Verma (613-951-6863, fax: 613 .
951-9040, vermnor@ statcan. ca), Culture Statistics Progran:.
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Small proportion of 1995
graduates moved south

small proportion (1.5%) of the 300,000 men and women
who graduated from Canadian post-secondary schools in

1995 moved to the United States after graduation. Most
(80%) entered the United States as temporary residents, largely

by obtaining a TN visa under provisions of the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

More than half who relocated (57%) did so for work-related
reasons, while 23% did so for education, and 17% relocated for
marriage or relationships (by far, most of these were women).
The other major draw concerned pay. Nearly 4 in 10 graduates
who relocated mainly for work cited higher salarics as a factor
that drew them south. Notably, few graduates explicitly mentioned
lower taxes.

As of the summer of 1997, just over 4,600 post-secondary
graduates from the class of 1995 were living in the United States.
By the time of the survey in March 1999, about 830 (18%) had
moved back to Canada. Those who moved south tended to be
high-quality graduates in certain key ficlds: of the graduates who
were working upon arrival, 36% were in healthcare occupations
and 26% worked in engincering and applicd sciences.

Of the graduates who moved south, 51% had a university
bachelor’s degree, whereas 25% were college graduates. Another
15% had a master’s degree and 8% held a doctorate. In contrast,
among graduates who stayed in Canada, 7% had a master’s
degrec and only 1% had a doctoratc. Except among Ph.D.
graduates, the proportion of graduates who moved was relatively
small at every level of study. Nearly half those who relocated
southranked themselves near the 1op of their class in their field of
study. They were also more likely to have received scholarships
or other academic awards than their counterparts who stayed.

The graduates who moved were highly successful—able to
find work in high-skill occupations that pay well—in the U.S.
labour market. In March 1999, about 4 in 10 of the 1995
graduates living down south planned to return to Canada, 3 in 10
did not, and 3 in 10 were uncertain. Among those still in the
United Siates as temporary residents, 44% planned to obtain
permancnt resident status within two years.

Among the 2,600 or so graduates who moved primarily for
work, the factors that drew them most often involved opportunity.
Many were lured by a greater availability of jobs, either in a
particular field or in general. College and university graduates in
health-related ficlds were most likcly to have left for work-related
reasons, as limited job opportunities in Canada made looking
south for careers much more attractive.

Not surprisingly, the graduates who moved carned higher pay
than those who stayed in Canada did. Taking inflation and
purchasing power parity into account, the median annual carnings

Note to readers

This article analyzes results from the Survey of 1995 Graduates
Who Moved to the United States. The survey was conducted in
March 1999 and covered post-secondary graduates from the
class of 1995 who moved to the United States between gradua-

tion and the summer of 1997. Those who were exclusively

American citizens who returned to the United States after
studying in Canada were not included.

Interviews were conducted with 531 graduates who moved to
the United States to obtain information on their characteristics,
reasons for relocating, education and work experiences, and
plans for the future. These people were representative of the
Jjust over 4,600 graduates from the class of 1995 who moved to
the United States. The movement of graduates to other countries,
or of foreign students and graduates who came to Canada,
was beyond the scope of the survey.

Basis of admission to the United States

TN visa (NAFTA) (B8 ] 57

Student visa [In 1 199%
Temporary [557] qo,
worker visa j i

Other | ';_|15%

Graduates who entered the U.S.
as temporary residents

Note: Admission to the United States covers the period between
graduation in 1995 and the summer of 1997.

of the Canadian graduates with a bachelor’s degree working in
applied and nawral scicnce jobs in the United States was
C$47,400—considerably higher than the C$38,400 paid to their
counterparts in Canada. The salary gap for bachelor’s graduates
in health occupations was similar. Graduates whose work in the
United States was related to the natural and applied sciences—
largely scientists, engineers, systems analysts and programmers—
carned the highest salaries. In March 1999. this group’s median
annual salary was C$76,300.

(continued on page 7)
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... Small proportion of 1995 graduates moved south

Most of the graduates who had a prearranged job in the United
States found that work via traditional job-search methods: 28%
responded to advertisements, 21% used personal contacts and
20% sent out résumés or applications on their own. Finding a U.S.
job through on-campus recruitment programs or job postings was
less common (12%), while being contacted directly by a U.S.
employer or headhunter was rare.

Nearly one-half of the graduates who moved south ended up in
ahandful of U.S. staics. Texas was the top destination (16% of the
movers), followed by Califormia (11%), New York (10%) and
Florida (8%). Among the 360 or so Ph.D. graduates who left,
about 26% went to California.

7

Just over half (57%) of the college and university graduaics
who rclocated 10 the United States left from Onlario. In contrast,
Ontario accounted for 41% of 1995 college and university
graduates who remained in Canada. And 11% of the graduates
who left for the United States were last living in Quebec. Language
faciors may have accounted for this relatively small proportion.

South of the border: Graduates from the class of *95 who moved
to the United States (81-587-XIE, no charge) is now available
online at www.statcan.ca. A paper copy of the publication
(SP-136-09-99) is also available from the Public Enquiries Centre
(fax: 819-953-7260), Human Resources Development Canada.

For general information, contact Scott Murray (613-951-9035).

To order data, or for further analytical information, contact Jeff
Frank (613-947-3905, fax: 613-995-6000, j frank@prs-srp.gc.ca),

Centre for Education Statistics.
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The Autumn 1999 issue of Canadian social trends features articles on seniors and driving; a
geographical definition of the North; children attending religious services; university graduates
at college; visible minorities in Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal; and caregivers of the

Each quarter, Canadian social trends inicgrates data from many sources Lo examine
B u = £ 1 cmerging social trends and issues. It also features the latest social indicators, as well as
: information about Statistics Canada’s latest products and services.

The Autumn 1999 issue of Canadian social trends (paper: 11-008-XPE. $11/$36; online at
—— ‘ é _ www.statcan.ca: 11-008-XIE. $8/827) is now available. For further information, contact
- Susan Crompton (613-951-2556, cstsc @statcan.ca), Housing, Family and Social Statistics.
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New from Statistics Canada

StatCan: CANSIM directory disc
September 1999

The September 1999 edition of StatCan: CANSIM directory disc is a CD-ROM that contains the CANSIM time series directory—a
guide to the data contained in the CANSIM time series database. It also includes the Statistical Data Documentation System (SDDS),
a database of the surveys and statistical programs used at Statistics Canada, as well as the latest version of the Statistics Canada
thesaurus.

Finding information in this Windows version of the CD-ROM is casier than ever. An entirc CANSIM matrix or SDDS survey can
be searched as a single entity. As well, you can now narrow a scarch to include only active time series or those with a specific security
level. Specially designed dialogue boxes pop up to guide you through the most typical searches. Hyperlinks between the CANSIM
matrices and the SDDS surveys allow quick access to more details about both.

The September 1999 edition of the StatCan: CANSIM directory disc (10F0005XCB) is now available in a Windows format on
CD-ROM. An annual subscription of four quarterly issues costs $103. For further information, contact your nearest Statistics
Canada Regional Reference Centre.

Earnings characteristics of two-partner families
1997

The final report from the most recent Survey of Consumer Finances is titled Characteristics of dual-eamer families in 1997. It
presents the latest profiie of two-partner families, with the data broken down according to the earnings status of the male and femalc
spouses.

Also in this report is an historical tabulation that presents distributions, estimated numbers and average incomes of two-partner
families by the carnings status of the spouses. These historical data cover the period from 1967 to 1997. The tables for 1997 present
data on the earnings status of spouses in much greater detail.

On Statistics Canada’s Web site (www.statcan.ca), it is easy to find historical data on the average income of two-partner families
broken down according to the earnings status of the spouses. These data are available at no charge. The menu path is “Canadian
statistics”, then “The people—Families, households and housing”, followed by “Income”. The publication titled Characteristics of
dual-earner families in 1997 (13-215-XIB, $21) is now available online at www.statcan.ca. For further information, contact Client
Services (613-951-7355 or 1 888 297-7355, fax: 613-951-3012, income@sratcan.ca), Income Statistics Division.
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Current trends

Gross domestic product
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Economic activity continued to advance in June (+0.3%).
This extended the expansion to 11 months - the longest
uninterrupted string of advances in more than a decade.

Composite Index
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The growth of the leading indicator slowed to 0.1% in July,
marking its smallest gain since last November.

Consumer Price Index
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Consumers paid 1.8% more for goods and services in
July 1999 than they did a year earier. Food prices
rose 1.3%.

Unemployment rate
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In August, the unemployment rate notched up 0.1 percentage
points to 7.8%.

Manufacturing
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Manufacturers’ shipments grew 0.4% in June to $40.2 billion.
The backlog of unfilled orders dropped 0.2% to $49.1 billion

Merchandise trade
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In June, the value of merchandise exports rose 1.9% from May
to $29.4 billion. Imports edged up only 0.3% to 26 .6 billion.

Note: All senes are seasonally adjusted except the Consumer Price index.
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Latest statistics

Period Level Change, Change,
previous previous
period year
GENERAL
Gross domestic product (8 billion, 1992) June 741.2 0.3% 3.6%
Composite Index (1981=100) July 215.0 0.1% 3.8%
Operating profits of enterprises ($ billion) Q2 1999* 312 1.6% 3
Capacity utilization (%) Q2 1999* 83.8 0.5+ 1.0+
DOMESTIC DEMAND
Retail trade ($ billion) June 21.4 0.3% 52%
New motor vehicle sales (thousand of units) July* 130.5 4.0% 8.0%
Wholesale trade ($ billion) June 29.8 0.0% 7.7%
LABOUR
Employment (millions) August* 14.67 0.0% 2.4%
Unemployment rate (%) August* 7.8 0.1% -0.5¢
Participation rate (%) August* 65.4 0.0t 0.3t
Avcrage weekly eamnings ($) June 609.89 0.1% 0.7%
Help-wanted Index (1996=100) August 158 -1.3% 9.9%
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Merchandise exports (S billion) June 294 1.9% 14.9%
Mcrchandise imports ($ billion) June 26.6 0.3% 9.0%
Merchandise trade balance (all figures in $ billion) June 2.8 04 1.6
MANUFACTURING
Shipments ($ billion) June 40.3 0.4% 13.1%
New orders (8 billion) June 40.1 -0.1% 10.4%
Unfilled orders ($ billion) June 49.1 -0.2% 9.8%
Inventory/shipments ratio June 1.26 0.00 -0.12
PRICES
Consumer Price Index (1992=100) July 110.8 0.3% 1.8%
Industrial Product Price Index (1992=100) July 122.1 1.2% 2.2%
Raw Materials Price Index (1992=100) July 118.1 4.6% 10.09%
New Housing Price Index (1992=100) July* 100.8 0.2% 0.6%

* new this week
t percentage point
.. figures not available yet due to a survey redesign

Note: All series are seasonally adjusted with the exception of the price indexes.

Infomat

A weekly review

Published by the Communicaitions Division, Siatistics Canada, 10th floor,
R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6.

Editor: Tim Prichard (613) 951-1197; prictim@statcan.ca
Head of Official Release: Chantal Prévost (613) 951-1088; prevcha@statcan.ca

Price perissue: paper version, $4; Internet version, $3. Annual subscription: paper
version, $145; Internel version, $109. Prices outside Canada are the same, but are
in U.S. dollars. All prices cxclude sales tax.

To subscribe: Send a moncy order or cheque payable to the Recciver
Genceral of Canada/Statisucs Canada, Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale
Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6. To order by telephone call (613) 951-7277.
or 1 800 700-1033 both in Canada and ouiside of Canada.

The first (official) release of all statistical information produced by Statistics Canada
occurs in The Daily (www.stalcan.ca), available at 8:30 a.m. The Daily presenis
highlights from new data releases, along with sources, links and contacts for further
information. It also contains schedules of upcoming major news releases and announces
the Agency's new producis and services.

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada.
© Minister of Industry, 1999. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitled in any form or hy any means,
clectronic, mechanical, pholocopying, recording or otherwise withoul prior writien
permission from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statislics Canada, Onawa,
Ontario, K1A 0T6. Canada.

The paper used in this publication mecis the minimum requircments of A merican
National Standard for Information Scicnces = Permanence of Paper for Printed
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 19%4.
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Publications released from September 9 to 15, 1999

Price: Issuc/Subscription

. Division/Title of publication Period Catalogue Canada Outside Canada
number (CS) (USS)
AGRICULTURE
Field crop reporting senies, vol. 78, no, 6;
Stocks of Canadian grain AtJuly 3, 1999 22-002-XPB 15/88 15/88
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL FLOWS
Canada’s balance of intemational payments Q2 1999 67-001-X1B 29/93
HOUSING, FAMILY AND SQOCIAL STATISTICS
Canadian social trends Autumn 1999
Internet 11-008-XIE 827 827
Paper 11-008-XPE 11/36 11736
INCOME STATISTICS
Characteristics of dual-camer familics 1997 13-215-XIB 21
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Exports by country Jan.-June 1999
Microfiche 65-003-XMB 62/206 621206
Paper 65-003-XPB 124/412 124/412
INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK
Building permits July 1999 64-001-XIB 19/186
LABOUR STATISTICS
Employment, carnings and hours June 1999 72-002-XPB 32/320 32/320
Labour force information,
week ending August 2, 1999 August 1999 71-001-PPB 11/103 11/103
MANUFACTURING, CONSTRUCTION AND ENERGY
Cement July 1999 44-001-XIB 5/47
Coal and coke statistics June 1999 45-002-XPB 127114 127114
Electric power statistics June 1999 57-001-XPB 127114 127114
Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins July 1999 46-002-XIB 5/47
Particlcboard, oricnled strandboard and fibreboard July 1999 36-003-X1B 5/47
Pipcline transportation of crude oil and refined petroleum products June 1999 55-001-XIB 9/86
Production and shipments of steel pipc and tubing July 1999 41-011-XIB 5/47
Steel wire and specified wire products July 1999 41-006-XIB 5/47
The sugar situation Q2 1999 32-013-X1B 10/3 10/31

Catalogue numbers with an -X1B or an -XIE extension are Internet versions (B signifies bilingual, E signifies English); those with -XMB or -XME are
microfiche; and -XPB or -XPE denote the paper version. XDB means the electronic version on diskelte or compact disc.
Note: All publications available via the Internet are priced only in Canadian dollars, so a U.S. dollar price is not lisied for them.

How to order publications

To order Infomat or other publications:
Please refer to the ® Title ® Catalogue number ® Volume number ® Issuc number ® Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and outside Canada call: (613) 951-7277 or 1 800 267-6677
Fax your order (o us: (613) 951-1584 or 1 877 287-4369
Or ¢-mail your order: order@statcan.ca

‘To order on the Internet: Visit the Statistics Canada web site at www.statcan.ca and click on *“Products and services™.

‘To order by mail, write to: Circulation Management, Statistics Canada, 120 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K 1A 016,
Include a cheque or money order payable 10 Receiver General of Canada/Publications.

Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency’s products and services.

For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your iclephone direciory under Statistics Canada.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications,

For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number.

. Visit Statistics Canada anytime on the Internet: www.swatcan.ca
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Statistics Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency's products and services. Each reference centre 1s
cquipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase publications, diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche,

maps and more.

Regional Reference Centres

ANADA LIBRARY
FATISTIONE CANADA

W

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retricval systems. A
telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those who are located outside local calling areas. Many other valuable
services — from seminars to consultations — are also offered. For information, contact your nearest Regional Reference Centre.

Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nova Scotia,

Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

1741 Brunswick Street
2nd Floor, Box 11
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3X8

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (902) 426-9538

E-mail; atlantic.info@statcan.ca

Quebec and Nunavut
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

4th Floor, East Tower

Guy Favreau Complex

200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec

H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (514) 283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada

Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue

Tunney’s Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0T6

Local calls: (613) 951-8116
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (613) 951-0581

E-mail: infostats @statcan.ca

Ontario
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
10th Floor

Arthur Meighen Building

25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1800 263-1136
Fax: (416) 973-7475

Manitoba

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Via Rail Building, Suite 200
123 Main Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4V9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136

Fax: (204) 983-7543

E-mail: statswpg@accglobal.net

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

Park Plaza, Suite 440
2365 Albert Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P 4K 1

Local calls: (306) 780-5405

Toll free: 1800 263-1136

Fax: (306) 780-5403

E-mail: statcan@sk.sympatico.ca

Southern Alberta
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Discovery Place, Room 201
3553-31 Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta

T2L 2K7

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136

Fax: (403) 292-4958
E-mail: degagnej@cadvision.com

Northern Alberta and the
Northwest Territories
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

15th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton. Alberta

TS5 3B6

Local calls: (780) 395-3027
Toll free: | 800 263-1136
Fax: (780) 495-5318
E-mail: cwieall@statcan.ca

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Scrvices

Statistics Canada

Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.

V6B 6C7

Local calls; (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1 800 263-1136
Fax: (604) 666-4863
E-mail: stcvan@statcan.ca

Telecommunications Device for the Hearing
Impaired
Toll frec: 1 800 363-7629
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