
• Jobless rate at highest level in nearly 
three years 
Canadas unemployment rate surged half a percentage 
point to 8.0% in December. its highest level since April 
1999. Employment in manufacturing fell 6.000. bringing 
total losses in 2001 to ill .0(X), the largest year-over-year 
decline since 1991. 

• New motor vehicle sales surge 
Boosted by widespread manufacturers' incentives, sales 
ot new motor vehicles reached their second highest level 
,ince 1976. 

• Building permits at highest level in 
11 months 
The value of building permits jumped 7.1% in November 
to just over $3.5 billion, the highest level since the 
beginning of 2001. 

• Record jump in foreign holdings of 
Canadian bonds 
Foreign investors increased their holdings of Canadian 
bonds a record $14.3 billion in October. after a major 
divestment of $7.0 billion in September. 

• Gains in labour productivity have 
slowed considerably 
Labour productivity in the business sector was up only 
0.3% in the third quarter of 2(X)l compared with the same 
quarter in 2000, considerably below the average annual 
rale of I .7% between 1995 and 2000. 

• Violent crime rates lower in Canada 
than in the U.S. 
In the past 20 years. Canada recorded much lower rates 

I violent crime than the t.lnited States. However, rates 
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C nada_s unemployment rate surged to 8.0% in December, 
its highest level since April 1999. 

The rate jumped from 7.5% the month before, as employment 
declined by 18,000 and 68.000 new people joined the labour force 
to look for work. The rate finished the year 1.1 percentage points 
higher than the 2001 low of 6.9% in January and February. 

Job losses in December were widespread across the economy, 
including manufacturing, retail and wholesale trade, agriculture, 
and transportation and warehousing. Employment in manufacturing 
fell 6.000, bringing total losses in 2001 to II 1.000, the largest 
year-over-year drop since 1991. The decline was concentrated in 
computer and electronic products. 

In retail and wholesale trade, employment declined by 16.000. 
Despite the loss, this sector gained 76000 jobs in 2001. the largest 
advance of any sector. 

Labour Force Survey, December 2001 
Seasonally adjusted 1  

Labour 	Employment 	Unemployment 
force 

000 	% 	'000 	% 	000 rate 

	

change, 	change. 	(%) 

	

prevIous 	prevIous 

	

month 	month 

Canada 	 16,409.8 	0.4 15,091.4 	.0.1 1,318.4 	8.0 

Newtoundland and 
Labrador 2582 2.6 214.4 1.7 43.9 17.0 

Prince Edward Island 75.8 -0.1 66.3 -0.6 9.4 12.4 
Nova Scotia 475.3 0.3 427.6 -0.7 47.7 10.0 
New Brunswick 380.2 0.2 336.9 0.3 43.3 11.4 
Quebec 3,862.6 0.6 3,486.8 -0.3 375.8 9.7 
Ontario 6.416,2 0.1 5,970.6 0.0 445.6 6.9 
ManItoba 593.2 .0.1 565.5 0.2 27.7 4.7 
Saskatchewan 496.8 0.0 465.9 -0.3 30.9 6.2 
Alberta 1,733.2 0.7 1,6442 0.1 89.0 5.1 
Bntistr Columbia 2,118.4 0.7 1,913.3 -0.6 205.0 9.7 

Data are for both sexes aged 15 and over 

(ontinued on page 2) 
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Jobless rate at highest level in nearly three years 
Agricultural employment slid 10.000. continuing a downward 

trend that began in 1999. By the end of 2001, farm employment 
was down 35.000. or 10.0%. The transportation sector and ware-
housing sector lost 5.000 jobs in December, bringing the job 
losses during the year to 42.000. These were mainly in truck and 
air transportation. These declines were related to lower manufac-
turing activity and cutbacks in the airline industry. 

Accommodation and food services added 14.000 jobs. bringing 
gains in 2001 to 26.000, or a 2.7% increase. 

Decembers employment decline was mostly among adult 
men working full-time (-21.000). Among adult women, 
employment changed little. However, higher labour force 
participation pushed their unemployment rate up from 6.1 % to 
6.4%. 

Employment among youths fell by 5.000. leaving losses during 
2001 at 44,000 (-1.9%), a sharp contrast to the rise of 95.000 
(+4.2%) in 2000. The youth unemployment rate rose from 13.7% 
to 14.0% in December. up 1.5 percentage points from Decenther 
2000. 

Self-employment fell 34.000 in December, ending the year 
down 83.000 (-3.5%). This was the second consecutive year in 
which self-employment declined. Just under 2.3 million people 
were self-employed at the end of the year. 

Employment fell in Quebec by 11.000 due to losses in manu-
facturing and an increase in labour force participation. which 
pushed the unemployment rate from 8.9% to 9.77c. The decline in 
December left employment eains in 2001 at 35.00() ( + 1.0 . all 
full-time joh. 

New motor vehicle sales surge 

B oosted by widespread manufacturers' incentives, new motor 
vehicle sales surged 8.5% in November, after advancing 
2.9% in October. In all, 143.730 new vehicles rolled out 

of dealers' showrooms in November, up 11.272 from October. 
Truck sales accounted for two-thirds of the increase. 

November's rise was the largest monthly increase since the 
10.4% gain in February 1998, when sales were recovering from 
the effects of that winter's ice storm. November's gain was also 
the second consecutive monthly increase. 

The number of new vehicles sold in November was the second 
highest monthly result since 1976. The highest result was in 
December 1997, when 145.708 vehicles were sold, also with the 
help of attractive financing rates. In November 2001, strong sales 
were due largely to major incentives, such as the 0% financing 
introduced by some manufacturers, combined with existing 
incentives. 

Incentives offered by automakers, especially in November, 
appear to have induced consumers to buy more trucks. In 
November. 66.996 new trucks were purchased, up a significant 
13.1% from October, and the largest monthly figure since 
December 1997. Considering the high average price of trucks, the 
incentives offered by manufacturers may have brought more of 
these vehicles into the price range of consumers. In addition, the 

In British Columbia. employment decreased 11.000, bringing 
losses since the start of 2001 to 59.000 0.0%). The employment 
decline was accompanied by an increase in labour force 
participation. driving the unemployment rate from 8.5% to 9,71 
Many of the losses in 2001 were in forestry and logging, and 

ufacturing. Eniployment edged down by 3.00(1 wood products man  
in Nova Scotia, where the unemployment rate rose from 9.2% to 
10.0%. 

In Ontario. employment was little changed in December. In 
2001. manufacturing saw large losses (-81.000). However, these 
were offset by gains in several other industries, the largest in 
retail and wholesale trade (+41,000). With little change in 
employment in 2001. Ontario's unemployment rate ended the 
year at 6.9% in December, up from 6.0 17c in December 2000. 

Although employment in Alberta changed little, an increase in 
the number of people seeking work pushed the unemployment 
rate from 4.6% to 5.1%. 

Employment rose 4.000 in Newfoundland and Labrador, but 
the unemployment rate advanced from 16.2% to 17.0% due to 
increased labour force participation. The employment and 
unemployment rates changed little in the other provinces. 
See Labour force information for the week ending December 8 
(Internet.' 71-001-NB, $81$78, paper: 71-001-PPB, $11/$103). 
To order data, contact the Client Services Unit (1-866-873-8788; 
613-951-4090: labour® slat can. ca ). For analytical information, 
contact Vincent Ferrao (613-951-4750) or Geoff Bowlbv 
(613-951-3325), Labour Statistics Division. (See also "Current 
trends" on pace 8. 

New motor vehicle sales 
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Seasonally adjusted 	- Trend 

0% financing was offered primarily by the "Big Three" auto-
makers, which hold the majority of the market share for trucks. 
For most of 2001. truck sales were generally stable, rising sharply 
in November to capture 46.6% of the market. 
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a 
New motor vehicle sales surge 

In November, dealers sold 76,734 new passenger cars, up 
from October. This increase, which followed a 19% rise in 

october, is attributable to both North American-built cars, which 
advanced 5.0%. and overseas-built passenger cars, which rose 
4.3%. The increase for overseas-built cars is sizeable, as most of 
the incentive programs were for cars built in North America. 

New motor vehicle sales advanced in all provinces in November. 
The strongest gains were in Saskatchewan i+l4. 1%). and in Nova 

Scotia (+ 11.1%). In Ontario, where purchases of new motor 
vehicles account for about 40% of the national market, sales 
advanced 9.7%. This was Ontario's strongest monthly gain in the 
last four years. 

The November 2001 issue of New motor vehicle sales 
(Internet: 634007-XIB, $131$ 124) is now available. To order data, 
or for general information, contact Client Services ( 1 877 
421-3067,' 613-951-3549, re:ailinft@statcan.ca ). For anal vtical 
information, contact C'lérance Kimanvi (613-951-636.?: 
clera;u'e.kiinanvi(°.rtauan.co ), Disirihutit'e Trades Division. 
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Building permits at highest level 
in 11 months 

S trong construction intentions in both the housing and non-
residential sectors increased the monthly level of building 
permits by 7.1% in November to just over $3.5 billion. 

November was only the second month in the last decade in which 
building permits amounted to more than $3.5 billion. 

Construction intentions in the housing sector hit $2.0 billion. 
6.6% from October and the best monthly performance since 

Value of building permits by census metropolitan area 
Seasonally adjusted 

	

November October to 	January to 	January- 
2C01 November November November 

	

2001 	2001 	2000 to 
January- 

November 
2001 

$ millions 	change 	$ millions 	change 

St. John's 18.2 25.2 170.3 5.7 
Hal if ax 20.8 61.5 289.9 -37.4 
Saint John 5.7 -28.6 74.7 -17.2 
Chicoutimi-Jonquiere 7.2 60.5 160.2 38.9 
Québec 55.1 -7.1 627.5 26.0 
Sherbrooke 12.3 30.4 130.9 9.3 
Trois-Rivières 10.5 43.0 104.1 -5.4 
Montréal 409.4 5.0 3,986.7 34.4 
Hull 18.6 27.6 325.7 12.7 
Ottawa 116.4 -8.4 1,328.5 -3.0 
Oshawa 48.9 -31.8 531.1 -13.0 
Toronto 751.2 11.1 7,804.9 1.4 
Hamilton 77.2 26.9 787.6 17.9 
St. Cathannes-Niagara 19.3 -38.0 366.3 -21.3 
Kitchener 106.4 26.4 918.1 28.4 
London 68.4 35.4 644.9 60.7 
Windsor 51.6 18.4 515.3 5.8 
Sudbury 44.4 238.2 113.5 57.4 
Thunder Bay 17 -59.4 92.7 6.2 
Winnipeg 409 15.1 395.9 -19.0 
Regina 18.0 69.5 201.0 52.1 
Saskatoon 55.3 110.3 279.0 20.9 
Calgary 292.9 63.7 2,111.4 -0.4 
Edmonton 162.6 30.9 1,326.5 15.9 
Vancouver 185.2 -28.0 2,785.0 13.6 
Victona 21.0 -42.8 333.5 26.4 

Value of building permits 

$ billions 
4.0 

1.6 
NJ 	 J 	 J 

1998 	1999 	 2000 	 2001 

- Seasonally adjusted 	- Trend 

February 1990. Powered by strong demand for both single- and 
multi-family dwellings, this was the sixth increase in the past 
seven months. The value of building permits for multi-family 
dwellings jumped 17.3% in November to $604 million, the fourth 
consecutive monthly gain. Permits for single-family dwellings 
also contributed to the overall increase in the residential sector, 
rising 2.6% to $1.4 billion. 

Substantial gains in the industrial and commercial components 
drove non-residential permits 7.8% higher to $1.5 billion. The 
largest dollar increase in non-residential permits occurred in 
Alberta. up 62.5% to $313 million. The largest decrease was in 
British Columbia. down 28.0% to $108 million. 

Industrial component permit values jumped 2 1.7% to $409 mil-
lion, largely because of a gain in the utility and transportation 
category. Ontario recorded the largest growth. gaining 120.5% to 
$180 million. The value of commercial permits increased 9.3% to 
$683 million, thanks to gains in the warehouses category. Alberta 
recorded the largest increase, gaining 65.8% to $175 million. 
However, intentions in the institutional component declined 4.5% 
to $429 million, the result of reduced construction intentions in 
the welfare service category. Ontario posted the largest drop in 
this component. 

(continued 00 page 4) 
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Building permits at highest level in 11 months 
Municipalities issued $20.3 billion in residential permits from 

January to November. up 8.5% from 2000 and a record cumulative 
level for any year, with contributions from both single- and multi-
family dwellings. The largest gain (in dollars) among the provinces 
in the cumulative value of residential permits occurred in Quebec 
+14.8%), closely followed by British Columbia. Nova Scotia 

showed the largest retreat. 
Non-residential building intentions rose 9.6% to $16.6 billion, 

their best year-to-date showing since 1989. The institutional 
component increased 35.3% to $4.5 billion. Permits for commercial 
projects reached $8.5 billion, up 3.2% from the same period in  

200. while those in the iiidustrial component were viiivallv 
unchanged at $3.6 billion. 

Among the provinces, a tremendous increase in the value of 
multi-family permits in the Toronto area led Ontario to the largest 
dollar advance in the residential sector, rising 13.3% to $t 

million. In contrast. British Columbia posted the largest decline. 
dropping 32.0 17c to $200 million. 
The November 2001 issue of Building permits (Internet: 
64-00I-XIE. $141$145) is now available. To obtain data, contact 
Vere Clarke (613-951-6556: clart'er@starcan.ca ). For analytical 
information, contact Etienne Saint-Pierre (613- .51 -2025: 
sainetiEthstatcan.ca), Investment and Capital Stock Division. 

Record jump in foreign holdings 
of Canadian bonds 

Foreign investors increased their holdings of Canadian 
securities by $13.5 billion in October, as Canadian corpora-
dons issued a record amount of new bonds in international 

markets. For their part. Canadian investors reduced their holdings 
of foreign securities by $3.4 billion, led by a record divestment of 
foreign bonds. 

Foreign investors increased their holdings of Canadian bonds 
a record $14.3 billion in October, after a major divestment of 
$7.0 billion in September. The postponement of a number of bond 
issues after the events of September 11 contributed to the placement 
of a record amount of new issues in October. which surpassed 
retirements by $1 1.6 billion. 

For the first 10 months of 2001, new bonds issued in foreign 
markets totalled $61 .8 billion, surpassing the high recorded for all 
of 1998. Corporations played the leading role, accounting for 
three-quarters of the total. On the other hand, Canadian government 
new issues in 2001 have been more than offset by retirements of 
its lireign-held bonds. 

The American market accounted for three-quarters of total 
bond investment in October, with the British market accounting 
for the balance, a distribution that has prevailed for most of 2001. 

Foreign investment in Canadian securities' 

$ billions 
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Includes bonds, stocks and money market paper.  

Related market information 

In Octobe,; a drop of near/v three-quarters of a percentage 
point in ('anadian short-rerni rates ver.cu.c a drop of near/v 
one-quarter of a percentage point in comparable U.S. rates 
reduced the differential to 21 basis points, from 71 in September 
This is the smallest differential favouring investment in Canada 
since February 2001, when the two rates were equal. A slight/v 
larger decline in long-term rates in the United States than in 
Canada pushed up the differential to 42 basis points, from 
36 basis points in September. October marked the largest gap 
favouring investment in Canada this year. 

The TSE 300 composite index managed a small gain of 0.7% 
in October. folloti'ing a reduction of 16.2% between the May 
and September close. U.S. stockprices ,nanaged a 1.8% rice, 
after losing 17. 1% in the previous four months. 

The Canadian dollar stretched its consecutive month/v los.sc'.s 
to four ii'ith near/v a half-cent decline in October. This brought 
the loss to over 3 U.S. cent.s against the American dollar since 
.June, to close October at 62.94 U.S. cents. 

After reducing their holdings of Canadian money market paper 
by $5.6 billion over the previous four months, foreign investors 
returned with a $1.2 billion investment in October. This investment 
was split between federal treasury bills and other money market 
paper. European investors accounted for half of this investment, 
with American and Asian investors sharing the balance. 

Foreign investment in Canadian stocks fell by $2. I billion in 
October. This followed two months of low activity. Underlying 
Octobers divestment was the acquisition of a Canadian company 
whose shares. including those held by foreign portfolio investors, 
were purchased for cash by a foreign direct investor. In October, 
foreign investors bought $0.5 billion worth of existing secondary 
market shares. This brought their 10-month investment to only 
$2.0 billion, a small fraction of the $24.8 billion investment 
foreign investors made in Canadian stocks over the same period 
in 2000. 

In October. Canadian investors reduced their holdings of foreign 
bonds by a record $3.1 billion, largely Canadian pension funds. 
The October divestment, mainly in U.S. treasuries, more than 
reversed a large investment in September. 
For further detail, consult the October 2001 issue of Canada 's 
international transactions in securities (67-002-Internet: V/il. 
$141$132: paper: 67-002-XPB, $181$176). Formore information ,  
contact Donald Granger (613-951-1864). Balance of Payments 
Division. 
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Gains in labour productivity have 
slowed considerably 

G ains in labour productivity in Canadas business sector 
have slowed considerably. 

Labour productivity was up only 0.3% in the third quarter of 
2(X) I compared with the same quarter in 2000. This increase was 
identical to the rate of growth in the second quarter of 2001, and 
considerably below the average annual rate of 1.7% between 
1995 and 2000. 

Growth in labour productivity reached a peak of 3.5% in the 
fourth quarter of 1998, and in general has been decelerating since. 

Labour productivity growth is positive when more output is 
produced with the same, or fewer, hours worked. During the third 
quarter of 2001. productivity grew because companies cut the 
number of hours their employees worked faster than they cut 
production. 

Output was stagnant at 0.0%. while the number of hours 
worked declined 0.4%. This decline was the first quarterly 
reduction in the year-over-year annual pace since the fourth 
quarter of 1992. 

Productivity is a measure of production efficiency that most 
economists regard as the foundation of a country's standard of 
living. Labour productivity is a measure of the output per hour 
worked, and is closely related to the remuneration paid to 
employees. It grows both when businesses become more efficient. 
and when businesses increase the amount of machinery and 
i4.IIpn1ent and advanced technologies used by each worker. 

l'roductivity gains in Canada continue to lag those in the 
I Iii ited States. In the third quarter. year-over-year productivity 
growth among American businesses was I .5%. five times the 
Canadian gain. American businesses adjusted their workforce 
more rapidly to the slowdown in output than their Canadian 
counterparts did. 

In Canada. unit labour costs, a key measure of competitiveness, 
increased 3.3% during the third quarter of 2001. compared with 
the same quarter in 2000. This occurred because of a 3.5% 

Labour productivity of the business sector 
in Canada and the United States 

Year-over-year ° change 
5' 

IIIII IV 	I 	II III IV 	I 	II 	III IV 	I 	II 	III IV 	I 	II III 
1997 	1998 	1999 	2000 	2001 
0 United States 	• Canada 

increase in hourly compensation costs that far exceeded the 0.3% 
gain in productivity. 

However, unit labour costs are rising more slowly in Canada 
than in the United States, where the year-over-year increase for 
the third quarter was 4.2%. as hourly compensation costs rose 
5.8%. This gap in earnings between the two countries continues a 
trend that started in the second quarter of 2((X). 

When expressed in American dollars. the gap in unit labour 
costs between the two countries widened considerably in Canadas 
favour. Because the Canadian dollar has fallen in value. Canadas 
unit labour costs in terms of U.S. dollars actually declined 1 .0% 
during the third quarter of 2001. 
For further information, contact Jean-Pierre Maynard (613-
951-3654; maynard® statcan.ca ), Micro-economic Analysis 
Division. 

S 

Violent crime rates lower in 
Canada than in the U.S. 

O er the past 20 years. Canada recorded much lower rates 
of violent crime than the United States. However, rates 
for property offences have generally been higher in Canada, 

according to a comparison of police-reported crime between the 
two nations. 

Crime rates in both countries followed similar trends during 
the past two decades. After peaking in 1991. rates for both violent 
and property crime generally declined throughout the 1990s. 

American police reported 5.5 homicides for every 100.000 popu-
lation in 2000, triple the Canadian rate of 1.8. The number of 
homicides has declined in both countries during the 1990s, 
particularly in the United States. Two decades ago. the American 
homicide rate was about four times that of Canada. 

Crime, Canada and the United States, 2000 

Canada United States 

Real Rate' Real Rate 1  
terms terms 

Honicide 542 1.8 15.517 5.5 
Aggravated assault2  43.933 143 910,744 324 
Robbery 27012 88 407.842 145 
Break and enter 293.416 954 2,049,946 728 
Motor vehicle theft 160,268 521 1.165.559 414 
Other theft 683.997 2,224 6,965,957 2,475 
Arson 13,724 45 78,280 32 

l  Rates are per 100,000 population. 
2 For companson purposes, the Canadian category of aggravated assault 

includes attempted murder, assault with a weapon and aggravated assault. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Violent crime rates lower in Canada than in the U.S. 
Americans were also far more likely than Canadians to be victims 

of aggravated assault, as the U.S. rate was more than double the 
Canadian rate. However, the U.S. rate has been falling since 1994, 
culminating in a 3% decline in 2000. In contrast. the Canadian rate 
has remained relatively stable since 1994, but was up 717c in 2000. 
(To make the American and Canadian categories of aggravated 
assault comparable. three Canadian offences - attempted murder. 
assault with a weapon and aggravated assault - were collapsed 
into one.) 

The American rate of reported robbery was 65% higher than in 
Canada in 2000. There was a pronounced difference in the 
proportion of robberies committed with a firearm. In 2000. firearms 
were involved in 41% of robberies in the United States, compared 
with only 16% in Canada. Since 1991, police-reported robbery 
rates have been declining in both countries. During this period. 
rates fell 47% in the United States, almost twice the 26% decline 
in Canada. 

Aggravated assault 1  and robbery in Canada and the U.S. 

Rate per 100,000 population 
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For comparison purposes, the Canadian category of aggravated 
assault includes attempted murder, assault with a weapon and 
aggravated assault. 

For most of the 1980s. the Canadian and American rates for 
breaking and entering were similar. However, between 1989 and 
1991, the Canadian rate rose 21% while the American rate tell 
2%. 

Since 1991, both nations have reported declines. In 20(y). 
Canada had a nation-wide rate of 954 break-ins for every 100.0(X) 
population, compared with the American rate of 728. 

In 2000. Canadian police reported 521 motor vehicle thefts for 
every 100.000 population, 26% higher than the U.S. rate of 414. 
Canada's rate has surpassed the U.S. level for the past five years. 
While shoplifting and "other thefts" such as pick-pocketing were 
greater in the United States. Canadian police reported higher rates 
of bicycle theft. Since 1991, both countries have experienced 
general declines in total thefts. 

Canada's arson rate in 2000 was 41% higher than the American 
rate, 

Two decades ago. the Canadian and American drug arrest 
rates were almost equal. Since 1980, however, the American 
arrest rate for drug possession, trafficking and production has 
doubled, while the Canadian rate has declined 29%. That large 
increase in the United States is due to increases in arrests for drug 
possession. 

In 2000. U.S. police arrested 454 people for evey 100,000 
population for drag possession, over four times the rate of 100 in 
Canada. However, the difference in these arrest rates may be 
more a reflection of the level of police enforcement and resources 
rather than actual behavioural patterns. 

For metropolitan areas with populations over 500.000. 
American cities had higher rates of homicide, aggravated assault. 
and robbery, while police-reported rates of breaking and entcriui 
and motor vehicle theft were higher among Canadian urban centres. 
This is consistent with the overall national patterns. 
The ial. 21. no. 11 issue ofJuristat: ('rime comparisons between 
Canada and the United States (internet: 85-002-X1E, $81S 70; 
paper: 85-002-XPE, $101$93) is now available. For more 
information, contact information and Client Services (1-800-
387-2231; 613-951-9023), canadian Centre for Justice Statistics. 
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New from Statistics Canada 

. 

	

2001 Census Preview 
	2001 Census Preview of Products and Services 

of Products and Services 
The 2001 Ccn.su.s Preview of Products and Services offers a first look at the range of products 
and services available from the Census of Population and the Census of Agriculture of 2001. 
This publication outlines general information on the content, release dates. formats and prices 
for various products. It also describes reference, geography, analytical and standard data 
products. as well as custom data services. 
The 2001 Census preview of products and services (Int('rnet: 92-376-XJE, free: paper: 
92-376-XPB. free) is now available. For snore information, contact the Statistics Canada 
regional reference  centre nearest von. (See the complete listing of regional reference  centres 
on page 1/.) 
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Current trends 
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Total economic activity advanced 0.3° in October, after 
declining 0.8% in September. 

Composite Index 
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The leading indicator edged down 0.1 0/6 in November, mainly 
as a result of worsening conditions in manufacturing. 

Consumer Price Index 
% change, 
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Consumer prices for goods and services were 0.7% higher in 
November than they were a year earlier. Excluding food and 
energy, prices rose 1.7%. 
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In December, the unemployment rate surged half a percentage 
point to 8.0%. 

Manufacturing 
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Manufacturers' shipments declined 2.9% in October to 
$40.4 billion. The backlog of unfilled orders fell 1.8% to 
$47.9 billion. 

Merchandise trade 
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In October, the value of merchandise exports fell 1.0% to 
$32.4 billion. Imports declined 0.6% to $28.2 billion. 

. 

Note: All series are seasonal/v adjusted except the Consumer Price Index. 
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Latest statistics 
Period Level ('hange. Change, 

previous period previous year 

GENERAL 
Gi'oss domestic product 	$ billions. 1997)' October 932.1 0.3% -0.6% 
Composite Index (1992=100) November 166.2 -0.1% -0.7% 
Operating profits of enterprises 	$ billions) Q3 2001 37.6 -14.4% -24.0% 
Capacity utilization rate (% Q3 2001 79.4 -2.5t -7,Ot 

DOMESTIC DEMAND 
Retail trade ($ billions) October 24.2 1.7% 3.7% 
New motor vehicle sales (thousands of units) Noventher* 143.7 8.5% 12.6% 
Wholesale trade 	$ billions) October 32.2 -0.9% 0.8% 

LABOUR 
Employment (millions) December* 15.1 -0.1% 0.2% 
Unemployment rate (%) December* 8.0 0.5t I.2t 
Participation rate (%) Decemher* 66.3 0.3t Ott 
Average weekly earnings ($) October 669.99 0.23 17,c 2.04% 
Help-wanted Index (1996=100) December 126 -5.3% -27.6% 
Regular Employment Insurance beneficiaries (in thousands) 	October 537.9 1.3% 15.5% 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Merchandise exports 	$ billions) October 32.4 -1.0% -10.1% 
Merchandise imports 	$ billions) October 28.2 -0.6% -7,0% 
Merchandise trade balance (all figures in $ billions) October 4.2 -0. I -1.5 

MANUFACTURING 
Shipments 	$ billions) October 40.4 -2.9% -12,3% 
New orders 	$ hillions October 39.5 -5.1% -15.2% 
Unfilled orders ($ billions) October 47.9 -1.8% -4,7% 
Inventory/shipments ratio October 1.57 0.03 0.16 

PRICES 
Consumer Price Index (1992=100) November 115.8 -0.9% 0.7% 
Industrial Product Price Index (1997=100) November 106.5 0.0% -1.9% 
Raw Materials Price Index 	1997=100 November 103.5 -2.9% -16.2% 
New Housing Price Index (1992=1(X)) November* 107,1 0.3% 2.7% 

Note: 	All series ore seasonal/v adjusted silt/i the exception oft/ic price indexes, 
* new this week 

percentage point 
1997 replaces 1992 as the base year used in determining prices for gross domestic produt hr indu.rtrv. .%Iso. s'aluarjo,, has been chanieifronz factor cost to boric /;nees. 
Calcula:ion of the rates of capacitr use is now based on the 1907 North .4 ineru an Industrial ('lassijication .crsten, (NA1CS). which has replaced the IOfiO 
Sta,ulard Industrial Cjassifjecizjoiz. 

I nfomat 
A weekly review 

Editor: Lahouaria Yssaad; 1613)951-0627: lahouaria.yssaad@statcan.ca . 
Head of Official Release: Madeleine Simard: (613) 951-1088: 
madeleine.simard@siatcan.ca. 

Published by the Official Release Unit. Communications Division. 
Statistics Canada. 10th floor. R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa. Ontario, KIA 0Th. 

Price per issue: paper. $4: online at www,siatcan,ca. $3. Annual subscription: 
paper. $145: online. $109. All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude 
applicable sales taxes. Shipping charges will be added for delivery outside 
Canada. 

The tirsi official) release of all statistical information produced by Statistics Canada 
occurs in The Dails' (www.statcan.ca ), available at 8:30 a,m. The Daily presents 

w highlights from ne data releases, along with sources, links and contacts for fuflher 
information. It also contains schedules of upcoming major news releases and announces 
the Agency's new products and services. 

Published hr authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. 
O Minister of Industry. 2002. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced. stared in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
ekctromc, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior wntten 
permission from Licence Services. Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa. 
Ontario. K I A (ff6. Canada. 

. 	To subscribe: Send a money order or cheque payable to the Receiver 	ThepaperusedinthispublicationmeetstheminimumrequirementsofAmerican 
General of Canada/Statistics Canada. Circulation Management. 120 Parkdale 	National Standard for Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario. K IA 0T6. To order by phone call (613)951-7277. or 	Library Materials. ANSI Z39.48 - 984. 
I 800 700-1033 both in Canada and outside Canada, or send an e-mail to 
order@statcan.ca. 
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Products released from January 10 to 16, 2002 
SUBJECT AREA Period Catalosue Price Si 
Title 01 product number 	 (issue/subscription 

AGRICULTURE 
Production of eggs November 2001 23-003-XIB free 

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL FLOWS 
Canada's balance of international payments Q3 2001 67-00l-XPB 38/124 
Canada's international transactions in securities October 2001 67-002-XIB 14/132 

CENSUS OPERATIONS 
2001 Census presiew of products and services 2001 92-376-XIE free 
2001 Census prcsicw of products. 	services 11)01 92-37h-XPB tree 

DISTRIBUTIVE TRADES 
New motor vehicle sales November 21)01 63-007-NIB 13/114 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS 
National income and expenditure accounts Q3 2001 13-001-NIB 33/100 
National income and expenditure accounts Q3 2001 13-001-XPB 44/145 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Exports b commodity October 2001 (yS-004-\MB 37/361 
Exports by commodity October2001 65-004-XPB 78/773 

INVESTMENT AND CAPITAL STOCK 
Building permits November2001 64-00l-XEE 14/145 

LABOUR STATISTICS 
Employment, earnings and hours October 2001 72-002-XIB 24/240 
Labour force intbrmation December 2001 71-001-PIB 8/78 
Labour force intbrmation December 2001 71-001-PPB 111103 

MANUFACTURING, CONSTRUCTION AND ENERGY 
Electric lansps. lights bulbs and tubes November2001 43-009-XIB 5/3 
Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins November 2001 46-002-XIS 5/47 
Oils and fats November 2001 32-006-XIS 5/47 
Particleboard. oriented strandboard and fibreboard November 2001 36-003-XIS 5/47 
Pipeline transportation of crude oil and refined petroleum products August 2001 55-001 -XIB 9186 
Production and shipments of steel pipe and tubing November2001 41-0II-XIB 5/47 
Sawmills and planing mills October 2001 35-003-XIB 9/86 

TRANSPORTATION 
Monthly railway carloadings October2001 52-00l-XIE 8177 

Catalogue numbers with an -XIB or an -XIE extension are Internet versions (B signifies bilingual. E signifies English: those with -XMB or -XME are microfiche; 
and -XPB or -XPE denote the paper version. XDB means the electronic version on diskette, while -XCB denotes a compact disc. 
Note: All products are priced in Canadian dollars and exclude applicable sales taxes. Shipping charges will be added for delivery outside Canada. 

How to order products and services 
To order Jufomal or other products: 

Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue nuntber • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number. 

In Canada and outside Canada call: 	 (613) 951-7277 or 1 800 267-6677 
Fax your order to us: 	 (613) 951-1584 or 1 877 287-4369 

Or e-mail your order: 	 order@statcan.ca  

To order on the Internet: Visit the Statistics Canada web site at www,statcan,ca and click on "Our products and services". 
To order by mail, write to: Circulation Management. Statistics Canada. 120 Parkdale Avenue. Ottawa, Ontario. K IA 0T6. 
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. 
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency's products and services. 
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada. 
Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada's catalogued publications. 
For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number. 

Visit Statistics Canada anytime at www.stazcatt.co. Click on "Our products and services" to access the CANSIM database. Or consult the tables in "Canadian 
statistics". 

. 

. 
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Regional Reference Centres 

Statistics Canada's Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency's products and services. Each reference centre is 
equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase publications, diskettes. CD-ROM discs, microfiche, 
maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM. Statistics Canada's data retrieval system. A telephone inquiry 
service is available with toll-free access for those who are located outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services - from 
seminars to consultations - are also offered. For information, contact your nearest Regional Reference Centre. 

Newfoundland and Labrador. Ontario Alberta and the Northwest Territories 
Nova Scotia, Advisory Services Advisory Services 
Prince Edward Lsland and Statistics Canada Statistics Canada 
New Brunswick 10th Floor 15th Floor. Park Square 
Advisory Services Arthur Meighen Building 10001 Bellamy Hill 
Statistics Canada 25 St. Clair Avenue East Edmonton, Alberta 
1741 Brunswick Street Toronto, Ontario T5J 3B6 
2nd floor. Box 11 M4T 1M4 
Halifax. Nova Scotia Local calls: (780) 495-3027 
B3J 3X8 Local calls: (416) 973-6586 Toll free: 	I 800263-1 136 

Toll free: 	1 800 263-1136 Fax: (780) 495-53 18 
Local calls: (902) 426-5331 Fax: (416) 973-7475 E-mail: ewicall@statcan.ca  
Toll free: 	I 800 263-1136 
Fax: (902) 426-9538 Manitoba British Columbia and the Yukon 
E-mail: 	atlantic.info®statcan.ca Advisors' Services Advisory Services 

Statistics Canada Statistics Canada 
Quebec and Nunavut Via Rail Building. Suite 200 Library Square Tower. Suite 600 
Advisory Services 123 Main Street 300 West Georgia Street 
Statistics Canada Winnipeg, Manitoba Vancouver. B.C. 
4th Floor, East Tower R3C 4V9 V6B 6C7 
Guy Favreau Complex 
20) René Lévesque Blvd. W. Local calls: (204) 983-4020 Local calls: (604) 666-3691 
rs'lontreal. Québec Toll free: 	1 800 263-1 136 Toll free: 	I 800 263-1 136 
142Z lX4 Fax: (204) 983-7543 Fax: (604) 666-4863 

E-mail: statswpg@accglobal.net  E-mail: stcvan@statcan.ca  
Local calls: (514) 283-5725 
Toll free: 	I 800 263-1136 Saskatchewan Telecommunications Device for the Hearing 
Fax: (514) 283-9350 Advisory Services Impaired 
E-mail: infostcmontrea1()statcan.ca Statistics Canada Toll free: 	1 800 363-7629 

Park Plaza. Suite 440 
National Capital Region 2365 Albert Street 
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR) Regina. Saskatchewan 
Statistics Canada S4P 4K 1 
Lobby, R.H. Coats Building 
Holland Avenue Local calls: (306) 780-5405 
Tunney's Pasture Toll free: 	1800 263-1136 
Ottawa. Ontario Fax: (306) 780-5403 
K IA 0T6 E-mail: statcan@sk.sympatico.ca  

Local calls: 	(613) 951-8116 
Toll free: 	1 800 263-1136 
Fax: (613)951-0581 
E-mail: infostats@statcan.ca  

. 
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