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HIGFILIGHT 8 OF THIS I/SSUE 

GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT in the fourth quarter o 1951  was at a seasonally ad-
justed annual rate of 424,248 million, 'éiot.~e  third quarter level, but 
1% more than in the last quarter of 1952. / (Page 2) 

	

. 	S 	• 

FOREIGN COMMODITY TR4tDE was higher in value in February than in Januarjr, and 
only slightly below last February' s level. Exports and imports were both up 
in value from January, while exports were practically the same as a year 
earlier and imports moderately lower. (Page 3) 

	

. 	. 	S 

ELOYMENT, which usually falls off in February, declined more sharply this 
year, and the number without jobs and seeking work rose 11% above the level 
of the preceding month. (Page 12) 

	

S 	S 	S 

NEW HOUSING UNITS completed in January numbered 8,315, an increase of 2,214 or 
36% over January last year, but starts numbered only 2083, a decrease of 
590 or 16.5%. Number under construction at month's end was slightly higher 
this year at 54,248 versus 53,016. (Page 13) 

	

S 	S 	• 

CANADIAN FtaUS numbered 3,477,000  at June 1 last year, 194,555 or 6% more 
than at the June 1 Census of 1951, and 67 versus 6e% had unmarried children 
under 25 living at home. The number of children was up 8% and the average 
number per family was higher at 2.6 versus 2.5. (Page 14) 

	

S 	• 	S 

IRON ORE S1-flPNENTS were up 10% to 237405 tons this January, but ASBESTOS 
shipments were 19 under last year's level at 562 800 tons and shiwtents of 
PORTLkND C1ENT were 14% lower at 889,000 barrels. (Pages 6,7,9) 

	

. 	. 	. 

HIGHWAY TkAFFIC entering Canada from the United States in January was less 
than 1 under last year's volume, an increase in foreigi vehicle entries 
practically offsetting a decrease in returning Canadian vehicles. (Page 7) 

	

S 	S 	S 

CHEJES CASHED in 35 clearing centres across Canada rose lC in value last 
year to a new all-time peak of 137,417,000,000. Gains were recorded in all 
five economic regions, the increases ranging from 12% in Ontario to 6% in 
British Columbia. (Page 8) 

	

S 	S 	S 

RAILWAY CARLOADINGS totalled 65,708 cars in the week ended March 7, an 11% 
drop from the 73,761 cars loaded in the corresponding week last year. Cumu-
lative 1954 loadings were off l at 604,750  versus  670,476 cars. (Page 8) 

0 	S 



March 26 195h. 	D.B.S. WEEKLY BLL1Tfl 	-- 	 Page 2 

GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT 

Gross haticnal Product Declined Canada's gross national product In the fourth quarter of 
Slightly in Fourth 1953 guarter 1953 was at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 424,248  

million. This represents an increase of 1 over the 
fourth quarter of a year ago, but a decline of approximately 1% from the third quarter 
level of 24,512 million. 

The moderate reduction in the value of output between the third and fourth quarters 
of 1953 reflects primarily a cessation in the rate of business inventory accumulation. 
xpenditures of consumers and governments on goods and services and outlays for new con-
struction were stable. However, there were declines in both seasonally adjusted exports 
and imports of goods and services and in investhent in new machinery and equipment. 

On the income side, gains in wages and salaries were minor in the fourth quarter, 
both before and after seasonal adjustment. Thus the levelling off in this component which 
was apparent in the third quarter continued into the fourth quarter of 1953 • Among the 
groups affected by this development were manufacturing, construction, transportation and 
trade; services continued to expand. However, when comparisons are made with the fourth 
quarter of last year, all major groups show increases with the exception of the primary 
industries group, the latter reflecting lessened activity in forestry. It may be noted 
that the September-December seasonal rise in the composite index of employment, which has 
occurred in each of the past five years, did not take place in 1953; in 1953, the index 
declined slightly between these two months. However, average hourly earnings showed no 
tendency to fall off. 

The major item in Investment income, corporation profits before taxes, was approxi-
mately the same in the fourth quarter as In the third quarter of 1953 (seasonally ad-
justed); both the third and fourth quarters were below the level of the preceding two 
quarters. Other items of investment income were, in total, down slightly from the third 
quarter after seasonal adjustment. 

Accrued net income of farm operators from farm production was down 124 from the 
fourth quarter of a year ago, as a result of both lower production and prices. The first 
three quarters of 1953 were also lower than a year ago. For the year 1953 as a whole the 
decline in accrued net income of farm operators averaged out to approximately ih. There 
were no significant changes in net income of non-farm unincorporated business. 

The components of gross national expenditure, as noted previously, showed mixed 
trends in the fourth quarter with elements of continued strength being more than ofiset 
by declines in some sectors. Consumer purchases ol' goods and services were at a sea-
sonally adjusted annual rate of (,15.1 billion, slightly higher than in the third quarter. 
While purchases of durables remained steady, with increases in television sets offsetting 
declines in some other appliances, the rate of non-durable purchases edged upward, re-
flecting increases in food and a slight rise in clothing expenditures. It is interesting 
to note that new automobile purchases were about level with the fourth quarter of 1952, 
although they were considerably higher in the first three quarters of 1953 than in the 
corresponding period of 1952. Expenditure on services continued to Increase in the fourth 
quarter. 

The expansionary impetus of the defence program was not as significant in 1953 bs in 
the preceding two years; defence expenditures in the fourth quarter, seasonally adjusted, 
showed little change from preceding quarters. However, provincial and rnunicipal govern-
ment expenditures increased moderately in the last quarter of 1953. 

Expenditure on new residential construction, seasonally adjusted, coritinuad tu riie 
between the third and fourth quarters, more than offsetting a slight decrease in the rate 
of non-residential construction. Compared with the fourth quarter of 1952, both residenta1 
and non-residential construction were higher by 24 per cent and 10 per cent, rspective1y. 

Mfl1 R 
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Investhent expenditures on new machinery and equipnent showed declines from the third 
to the fourth quarter, and were also down by more than 10 per cent from the fourth quarter 
of the preceding year. Investment expenditures on agricultural equipment fell sharply. 

In contrast with substantial business inventory accumulation in the second and third 
quarters of 1953, the book value of business inventories (seasonally adjusted) in the 
fourth quarter showed no further accumulation. The inthu;tries most affected r  this de-
velopment were manufacturing and wholesale and retail trade. There was a notable decrease 
in clothing inventories in the fourth quarter. It is interesting to note that the latter 
resulted from a combination of lower production and imports and somewhat higher consumer 
purchases of clothing. 

Both exports and imports of goods and services declined between the third and fourth 
quarters of 1953, after seasonal adjustment, and were also below the fourth quarter of a 
year ago. Snaller shipments of grains were the principal item in the export decline. The 
drop in imports was accounted for in large part by smaller purchases of various types of 
industrial materials and equipment. 

Personal income continued to rise in the fourth quarter, amounting to 	billion 
at annual rates. After deducting personal expenditures on conewner goods and services and 
direct personal taxes, the residual item of personal saving in the fourth quarter was at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1.7 billion or about the same as in the second and 
third quarters. However, a portion of personal saving is represented by increased holdings 
of grain and live stock; exclusive of these inventory changes, personal saving was about 
1.3 billion at annual rates in the fourth quarter or 8 per cent of personal disposable 

Income exclusive of farm inventory change. (1) 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

'ebruarv ForeiEn Conunoditv Trade Contrary to the usual seasonal pattern, Canada's foreign 
Shows Recovery From January Dron commodity trade was higher in value In February than 

January, and was only slightly below lust yearts  Febru-
ary level, according to preliminary summary figures. Both exports and imports were up in 
value from January, while exports were at practically the same value as in February last 
year and imports down moderately. 

Total exports In the month were valued at 279 9 30O,00O as against Q265,400000 in 
January and 779 9600,000 In February last year. Commodity imports had an estimated value 
of 4,300000pOOO compared to an estimated 2l,900,000 in the previous month and 010,100POOO 
a year ago, making a decline of about 3% in the year to year comparison. The estimated un-
port surplus was thus reduced to f 0,500,000 as against one of Q30500000 last year. 

For the two months this year, exports totalled 	,00,000, a drop of 55 ,700,000 or 
about 9% from 600,900,000 for the same 1953 months. Estimated imports in the period to-
talled 52,?00,000 as against p637,800,()00, an almost identisal drop in dollar value. The 
estimated cumulative import surplus was thus practically the same as last year at 37,000,-
000 compared to 437,100,000. 

Total exports to the United States in February declined slightly to .a71,900,000 from 
176 2 00,0O0 a year earlier, while Imports eased down to 4224,000,000 from 241,000,000, 

reducing the import surplus to 52,100,000 as compared to 64,200,000 last year. In the 
two months, exports were down to 4332.,000000  from y36,60O,00O and imports more sharply to 
4428,500,000 from 490,200,000, the cumulative import surplus declining to 06,500,000 
against .j.12l,600,000. 

Down in January from last year, commodity sales to the United Kingdon rose in ?ebruary 
to 44 9900,000 as against i36,400,000 last year, and estimated imports were slightly higher 
at i28,9OOpOOO compared to 27,200,000. Net  results was a rise in the export surplus to 

MORE 
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.16,000,000 from 9,"OO,OOO. Over the two months, exports were down slightly to 383,100- 
000 against 85,00,000 and estimated imports unchanged at 57,700,000, yielding an esi-
mated export surplus of 25,400,000 coripared to 2,100,000 last year. 

February exports to other Conmonwealth countries declined to ll,900,000 compared to 
22 ,400,000, making an aggregate for the two months of Q24,000,000 against 39,700,000. Im-

ports from Commonwealth countries, on the other hand, advanced in February to an estimated 
j10,$0O,000 from p8,900,000, raising the two-month total to $19 0 830,000 against .i18,300,000. 
Shipments o the remaining countries in February increased in value to 51,100 2 000 compared 
to 444,000,000 last year, bringing the two-month total to .106,000,000 0  just under the 1953 
figure of 106 1 800,000. Latimated imports in Februiry also increased to 36,600,000 from 
33,000,000 9  and for the two months to 06,200,000 from 71,600,000. 

The oreliminary figures for February and the January-February period are summarized 
in the table following. The import figures are estimates and subject to revision; final 
and detailed import figures will not be available for several weeks. Those for exports 
are based on final figures, which will be issued shortly. 

_rt : (Dpiiestjc & Foreii) 
United. Kingdom . . . . . ........... 
Other Commonwealth countries 
United States 
Other foreign countries 

Totals 

- ebruarv --
195k l953 

&iii..ons 
3b.4 44.9 
,,- 	I 

.LL• 

176.8 171.9 
44.0 51.1 

279.6 279.8 

Janunrv - F 
195k 

of Doflars) 

368.6 332.0 
106.8 _____ 
600.9 515.2 

jmports 
Unit.edKingdoin 	................... 27.2 28.9 57.7 57.7 
Other Ccmmionwealth countries 	..... 8.9 10.8 18.3 19.8 
UnitedStates 	...... .............. 241.0 224.0 490.2 428.5 
Other foreign countries 	..........  36116 76.2 

Totals 	..... iJU. 

FOOD & A G R I C U L T U R E 

Stocks 	etincs 01 Visible supplies of Canadian wheat on March 10 totalled 363,941,- 
wheat and Coarse Gra-ins 	000 bushels, slightly under March 3 stocks of 1166,651,000 bushels, 

but up from last year's corresponding total of 271,228,000 
bushels. Prairie farmers marketed only 2,248,000 bushels of wheat during the week ending 
March 10 as compared with 3,164,000 in the preceding week and 9,612,000 a year ago. 

Prairie farm deliveries of oats during the week were down to l,10,000 bushels from 
1,356,000, barley to 918,000 bushels from 1036,000, and rye to 78,000 bushels from 201,000. 
Flaxseed deliveries were up slightly to 48,000 bushels from 42,000. 

Overseas export clearances of wheat during the week increased 2,826,000 bushels from 
1,702,000 a week earlier, and 2,519,000 in the corresponding week last yer. Ctunulative 
clearances from the beginning of the crop year to March 10 were down to 125 	,000 bushels 
from 162,260,000. (2) 

Productioii of Oils 	Production of shortening, refined coconut oil, soybean oil, and salad 
And Fats in Febr 	and cooking oils moved up in February as compared with a year earlier, 

but output of lard and flax$eed oil declined. 

Shortening production in February amounted to 12,858,000 pounds (10,631,000 a year 
earlier); refined coconut oils, 1,173,000 pounds (1,053,000); refined salad and cooking oils, 
1,982,000 pounds (1,682,000); lard, 6,934,000 pounds (8,945,000); flaxseed. oil, 5,743,000 
pounds (6,957,000); and soybean oil, 8,031,000 pounds (7,85,000). (3) 

WNDLI 
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&tOCkB Of Frozen Fish Stocks of frozen fish on February 1 totalled 36,.00 9 000 pounds, 
hed.uced. At February 1 down from 43,057,000  a month earlier and lust year's corresponding 

total of 38,920,000. Cod stocks were 3,839,000 pounds (6,887,000 
a year ago); haddock 1,278,000 (2,069,000); salmon, 7,349,000 (5,910,000); sea herring, 
6,961 1000 (8,911,000; other sea fish, 13,374,000  (10,269,000); and inland fish, 2,608,000 
(4,874,000). (i.,) 

Creamery Butter Stocks Stocks of creamery butter in nine regional cities on March 18 
Of Nine Citiçs Advance totalled 32,552,000 pounds as compared with 19,822,000 a year 

earlier. Holdings were as follows by cities with last year's 
figures in brackets - in thousands: 4uebec, 2,993 (1,039) pounds; Montreal, 15,261 (8,-
353); Toronto, 6,470 (4,907); Winnipeg, 5,872 (3,119);  Regina,  345 (635); Saskatoon, 104 
(96); 1dmonton, 399  (702); Calgary, 141 (173); and Vancouver, 967 (798). 

honey Cror Smaller Canada's 1953 honey crop amounted to 26,400,000 pounds, down 4,800,- 
000 pounds from 1952 and the smallest since 191 +6. t1otal value was 

4,100,000, about 600,000 less. The lower value was due to the smaller crop rather than 
to prices which were higher or equal to those of 1952 in all provinces. 

Lower yields in Ontario, quebec, and Alberta were responsible for most of the overall 
decline. Nova Scotia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British Columbia reported larger crops 
With substantial increases in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 

Output by provinces, totals for 1952 being in brackets (in thousands): Prince Edward. 
Island 68 (91) pounds; Nova Scotia, 137 (125); New Brunswick, 124 (156); .uebec, 2,972 
(4,3985; Ontario, 10,000 (14,900); Manitoba, 4,830 (3,360);  Saskatchewan, 3,247 (2,500); 
Alberta, 3,856 (4,900); and British Columbia, 1,150 (800). (5) 

Poultry Numbora UD 5 	Estimated total number of poultry on Canadian farms on December 1, 
1953 was 42,858,000 birds, an increase of 5 over the estimates for 

the same date in 1952. Hens, cocks and chickens increased to 39,660,000 from 37,125,000, 
but turkeys declined to 2,408,000 from 2,836,000, geese to 366,000 from 372,500,  and ducks 
to 1+24,000 from 492,000. 

The number of hens and pullets rose to 32,896,000 from 32,494,000, cocks and cockerels 
to 3,959,000  from 3,350,000, and chicks to 2,805,000 from 1,281,000. The combined total 
of hens and pullets was l more than at the same date last year • The number of cocks and 
cockerels on farms increased by 18%, while the number of chicks up to six weeks old more 
than doubled, increasing from 1,281,000 to 2,805,000. 

These increases may be attributable to the growing importance of the broiler industry 
and a levelling off in the seasonality of chick purchases for flock ropLcenent. (6) 

Wool Production Un 12 	Wool production in Canada during 1953 amounted to 8,671,000 pounds, 
an increase of 12% over the preceding year. Shorn wool production, 

at 6,659,000 pounds, was 4.4% greater than in 1952, while pulled wool production, at 1 0 962 0-
000 pounds was nearly 50 greater. 

Total farm value of shorn wool production was 2,565,000 as compared with ,2,397,000 
In 1952 and .)4,231,000 in 1951. Average farm price of fleece wool was 38.5 cents per pound 
during 1953,  slightly higher than the 37.6 cents in 1952, but sharply under the 1951 
average of 74 cents. 

Exports of wool during 1953 totalled 3,756,000 pounds, only slightly greater than the 
3,639 9000 pounds in 1952, but imports rose sharply from 49,537,000 pounds In 1952 to 63 9-
088,000. Assuming no change In stocks, the domestic diappearance was 67,953,000  pounds dur-
ing 1953 as compared with 73,232,000 in 1951, 53,589,000 in 1952, and approximately 52% of 
the wartime high disappearance of 130,521,000 pounds in 1942. (7) 

MC1.E 
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Food Expenditures During Last Half Family food expenditure in the census metropolitan 
Of 1953  In Five Metropolitan Areas areas of Halifax, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and 

Vancouver, taken toether, were only slightly higher 
in the second that the first half of 1953, according to a release of results for the July-
December period last year of the Bureau's continuing sample survey of urban food expend!-
tures. Average expenditure for the five cities combined was 06.83 per person per week for 
the second half as against I6.78 reported earlier for the first half. 

A breakdown of the food expenditures by groups of products shows lower five-city 
average outlays for eight, higher for five, and no change for two, most of the changes 
being small. Meat accounted for $1.47 of the tot.:il, down from $1.51 in the first half of 
the year. Dairy products took 75 against 80 cents; eggs, 29 against 27 cents; bakery pro-
ducts, 58 compared to 56; cereal products, 19 against 20 cents. Average expenditure for 
poultry and fish was unchanged at 39 cents and down for fats and oils to 39 from 41 cents. 
Outlay for fresh fruits rose to 40 from 32 cents, but was down for canned and dried fruits 
to 15 from 16 cents, for fresh vegetables to 36 from 39 cents, and for canned and dried 
vegetables to 16 from 17 cents. Spending for frozen foods was unchanged at three cents, 
down for other and miscellaneous foods (such as tea, coffee, pickles and beverages) to 90 
from 96 cents, and up for food eaten in snack bars and restaurants to 62 against 59  cents, 
and for other food eaten away from home to 15 from two cents. 

The sample survey is restricted to families of two adults, two adults and one to four 
children, three adults, three adults and one child, and four adults, and to families with 
an annual income between $1,800 and $6,500. The families included in the sample were 
selected by systematic random methods and the average size of those reporting was 3.27 
persons in the second half of the year and 3.28 in the first half. (8) 

M I N E R A L S 

Iron Ore Shixients jp Shipments of iron ore from Canadian mines were moderately higher 
Moderately In January in January than in the corresponding month last year, according to 

the first issue of a new monthly release. Shipments totalled 237,-
105 tons compared with 215,982 a year earlier, comprising 120,366 tons shipped for export 
(113,328 in January, 1953), and 116,739 tons shipped to Canadian consumers (102,654). Month-
end stocks were up to 592,671 tons from 316,834. 

Iron ore shipments from mines in Ontario dropped to 17,884 tons from 40,239, and end-
of-the-month stocks climbed sharply to 504,201 tons from 262,840. Shipments from mines in 
other provinces moved up to 219,221 tons from 175,743, and the stocks increased to 88,470 
tons from 53,994. (9) 

February Coal Production Up Canadian coal production in February amounted to l,381,000 
tons, up nearly 8% over last year ts February output of 1,280,-

095 tons, according to preliminary figures. This is the first increase over a year earlier 
recorded since December, 1952. Output was sharply lower in January than a year earlier, and 
the aggregate production for January and February this year showed a decline to 3,004,925 
tons from 3,070,536 last year. 

Landed imports of coal in February decreased to 669,773 tons from 689,439 last year, and 
for the two months were down to 1,268,009 tons from 1,476,637. Coal exported during Febru-
ary also declined to 17,533 as against 27,977 tons, the two-month total dropping to 34,158 
compared to 56,813 tons. 

Production in February was higher in all areas except British Columbi.a and Yukon. Out-
put figures were as follows (February, 1953, figures in brackets): Nova 3cotia, 503,000 
tons (497,509); New Brunswick, 69,000 (61,974);  Saskatchewan, 171 0000 (155,480); Alberta, 
bituminous, 288,000 (272,000) and sub-bituminous, 239,000 (177,669); and 3ritish Columbia 
and Yukon, 111,000 tons (115,463).  (10) 

MORE 
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Asbestos Shirznents Shiinents of asbestos from Canadian mines in January amounted to 56,-
Off 19%  InJanuar 	800 tons, down 19%  from last year's 70,076 tons. Exports fell 20% to 

50,659 from 63,544 tons. (U) 

Output Of Crude Petroleum Production of crude petroleum in Canada in the year 1953 reached 
Reached New High In 1953 an all-time high total of 80,902,000 barrels, topping 1952's 

output of 61,237,000 by 32%. There were increases in all produc-
ing areas with Alberta's output moving up to 76,818,000 barrels from 58,916,000. Saskat-
chewan's output rose to 2,807,000 barrels from 1,697,000, Manitoba's to 649,000  from 105,-
000, Ontario's to 296,000 from 192,000, Northwest Territories' to 317,400  from 314,200 and 
New Brunswick's to 14,700 frc*n 14,200. 

Redwater and Leduc-Woodbend fields in Alberta were the top producrs in 1953,  the for-
mer accounting for 23,282,000 barrels (23,976,000 in 1952) and the latter for 21,363,000 
(17,839,000). Bonnie Glen output amounted to 5,551,000 barrels (743,500);  Armena-Canirose, 
3 2 258 0000 (1,308,000); Wizard Lake 31095,000  (1,696,000); Acheson, 2,49E,000 (2,017,000); 
Golden Spike, 2,168,000 (1 2279,0005; and Turner Valley, 2,405,000 (2,655,000). 

Output of natural gas climbed to 101,086,216,000 cubic feet from 88,686,465,000  in 
1952 and 79,460,667,000 in 1951. Sales amounted to 70,674,487,000 cubic feet valued at $30,-
167,000 as compared with 66,005,785,000  sold for 27,102,000. Sales of nanufactured gas 
amounted to 25,878,673,000  cubic feet valued at 32,221,000 compared with 26,304,679,000 
sold for $31,742,000. (12) 

Salt Shijments Shiçnients of dry common salt by Canadian producers last year declined to 
Down Last Year 495,086 tons from 519,266 in 1952, but December shipneni.s increased to 1i.3,- 

545 from 36,306. Producers' year-end stocks rose to 19.826 tons from 
14,749. (13) 

Production Of Leading Production of U of Canada' s 16 leading mineral products was higher 
Minerals In Year L953  last year than in 1952, with major increases in cement, clay pro- 

ducts, iron ore, lead, natural gas, petroleum, and silver. There 
were declines in asbestos, coal, copper, gold, and salt. 

Cement production rose to 22,246,189 barrels from 18,520,538, gypsum to 3,837,292  tons 
from 3,590,783, iron ore to 6,452,815 tons from 5,271 9 849, lead to 195,71  tons from 168,-
844 lime to 1,217,067  tons from 1,175,786,  natural gas to 101,086,216,000 cubic feet from 
88,686,465,000, nickel to 143,016  tons from 140,559, petroleum to 80,902,282 barrels from 
61,237,322, silver to 28,330 0 251 fine ounces from 25,222,227, zinc to 400,041 tons from 
371,802, and clay products to $29,041,020 from $23,450,390. Asbestos production dropped to 
910,848 tons from 929,339, coal to  15,893,094  tons from 17,579,002, copper to 253,653  tons 
from 258,038,  gold to 4,068,516 fine ounces from 4,471,725, and salt to 953,235 tons from 
971,903. (14) 

T R A V E L 

Vehicle Entries Off Volume of highway traffic entering Canada from the United States 
Slightly In January was practically unchanged in January from a year e irlier. Border 

crossings totalled 669,500 vehicles against 673,200, a drop of less 
than 1%, an increase in foreign entries practically offsetting a drop in returning Cana-
dian vehicles. 

Entries of foreign vehicles numbered 38,400, an increase of 3, and consisted of 48,- 
700 entering on traveller's vehicle permits (47,400 last year), 311,000 ron-permit or local 
entries (298,000), and 28,700  commercial vehicles (30,800). Re-entries 3f Canadian vehicles 
totalled 281,000, a decrease of 5,  and comprised 20,400 remaining abroad more than 24 
hours (20,300),  226,000 less than 24 hours (2I2,000), and 34,800 commercial vehicles (34,-. 
100). (15) 
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TRANSPORT 

Highway Mileage Increased Canada's highway mileage at the end of 1952 totalled 512,795 
miles. This compares with a mileage of 511,878 (rvisei ti.: 

exciide 56,896 miles of unimproved road not in use in Saskatchewan) at the end of 1951. 
Surfaced roads were 8,074 miles longer at 181,306 miles, while non-surfaced roads decreased 
by 7 1 157 to 331,489 miles. Among surfaced types, gravel roads were up 5,948 miles to 
152,610, bituminous surfaces 1,058 to 13,784, and bituminous pavements 1,372 to 12,985, 
while concrete pavements were down 98 miles to 1,879. Further details will be released in 
a few weeks in the publication "Highway Statistics, 1952"  which gives details of mileages 
of and expenditures on highways and urban streets in Canada. 

Railway Carloadings Lower Railway car1ci.gs during the week ended March 7 declined to 
65,708 cars from last year's corresponding total of 73,761 

cars, and receipts from connections dropped to 29,383 cars from 33,162.  Cumulative load-
ings from the beginning of the year fell to 604,750 cars from 670,476, while receipts from 
connections were down to 265,054  cars from 292,097. 

Loadings in the eastern region during the week declined to 44,258 cars from 48,176 a 
year earlier with grain, fuel oil, lumber, pulpwood and L.C.L. shipnents all off sharply, 
but coal increased. In the western divisions loadings fell to 21,450 cars from 25,585, 
sharply reduced grain movement accounting for the drop. (16) 

BUSINESS & B A N K I N G 	- 

Value Of Cheques Cashed Value of cheques cashed in 35 Canadian clearing centres rose to 
At New Record Last Year a new high of $137,417,000,000 last year, up 10% from 1952's 

$125,197 9000,000.. Debits in each of the five economic areas 
set new records, with advances ranging fran 12% in Ontario to 6% in British Columbia. 
Among the centres, London, Kitchener and Medicine Hat recorded the largest relative in- 
creases. Payments in Toronto advanced by over 16% and in Montreal by ne.rly 8%. Winnipeg's 
debits rose 5% and Vancouver's 6.5%. Totals by economic areas, those for 1952 in brackets 
(in millions): Atlantic Provinces, $3,398 (3,066); Quebec, $38,139 ($35,495); Ontario, 
$59,074 ($52,717); Prairie Provinces, $25,019  ($22,808); and British Columbia, $11,787 
($11,111). (17) 

'Iore Bankruptcies Last Year Nearly 10% more commercial failures were recorded under the 
provisions of the Bankruptcy and Winding Up Acts last year 

than in 1952, and defaulted liabilities rose 11. The number of business failures was 1,657 
against 1,509, and liabilities aggregated $32,818,000 against $29,658,000. Bankruptcies 
reached a very low level during the war, but have increased steadily since 1946, though they 
still remain well below the levels of the early 1930's.  Defaulted liabiLities have followed 
a similar trend. 

As in previous years, the greatest number of failures last year occurred in the trade 
sector, where there were 650 against 569 in 1952. Most trades recorded increases, with the 
largest occurring in general stores, clothing stores, electrical appliance stores and 
Jewellery stores. Insolvencies of manufacturing establishments rose to 359 from 305. In 
this group, textile firm8 recorded the largest increase. Defaults of service establish-
ments rose to 286 from 279. 

During 1953,  1,221 of the 1,657  Canadian insolvencies cccurred in Quebec as compared 
with 1,167 in 1952. Failures in most other provinces also showed increa3es, with bankrupt-
cies in Ontario rising from 220 in the preceding year to 255,  and in British Columbia from 
48 to 72. In the same comparison, failures in the Prairie Provinces advanced from 34 to 
79, while those in the Atlantic region declined from 40 to 30. (18) 
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MNUFACTURIIG 

sales of' P.ntj Vari&ies ju id Sales of paints, varnishes and lacquers by manufacturers 
Lacaue;s Do J - 	 who normally account for 96% of the Canadian production 

amunted to 6,764,583 this January, a 1rop of nearly 11% 
from 7,573,390  last year. 

Trade sales (except water paints) were down to 43,083,937  from W J,718,066 and accounted 
for 46 versus 49% V the to.al. Industrial sales of paints and varnishes were up to y2 ,-
457,267 from 2,1_16,445, -zul of lacquers to592,816 from .492,045,  and toget'ier accounted , 
for 45,' as against 36% in 1953. Sales of wa ter paints were reduced to 127,975 from 239,-
151 and represented only P. as against 5%, while sales of latex emulsion paiiits fall to 
307,221 from 350,509 but accounted for 4  as against 34. Unclassified sales amounted to 
?195,367 as against ..357,l71+, accounting for 3 as against 54. (19) 

December Output of Ref.ned Petroleum Canadian output of refined potrol.wn products during 
Products lJp_Crud.p Receipts Down last December amounted to 13,190,981 barrels as coin- 

pared to 11,848,146 barrels in Deember, 1952, an 
increase of more than 11 per cent. Receipts of crude oil at refineries leclined to 11,429,-
242 barrels against 12,121007 barrels. 

Output of motor gasoline increased in December to 5,961,855 as comptred to 5,261,136 
barrels a year earlier, furnace oil to 1,789,919  against  1,374,31+9 barrels, and heavy fuel 
oil to 2,946,980 coriparod to 2 ,705,320 barrels, while diesel fuel was clown to 621,677 
against 716,410 barrels and stove oil slightly lower at 883,085 barrels. 3ther increases 
were in naphtha specialties, aviation gasoline, asphalt, liquefied petroleum gases and poly-
mer feed stocks, and decreases in other light fuel oil and lubricating oil. 

Receipts of imported crude petroleum were down in the month to 6,568,518 compared to 
7,463,433 barrels, and of domestic crude to 4,860,724 from 5,017,874 barrels. (20) 

Partland Cprient Produc&ipja 	5% Production of Portland cement in January rose 5,' as 
IVL januarT 	Shi 	Off hi conpared with a year earlier, but shipments to cwto- 

mers fell 144, resulting in a rise of 33.5% in stocks 
at plants and warehouses at the end of the month. The month's production amounted to 1, 
565,000 barrels compared with 1,484,000, shipments totalled 889,000 barrels compared with 
1,037,000, and month-end stocks were 1,606,000 barrels compared with 1,203,000. (21) 

Production.flipnentaof Rig4 Production of rigid insulating board rose almost 104 in 
Insulating Board Ip Feb'uary February as compared with the corresporling month last 

year, but domestic shipments declines 34. The mouth's 
Output amounted to 23014,754 square feet as compared with 21,1+15,795  and the shipments 
to4alled 16,829 9684 square feet compared with 17,367,454. (22) 

Production, Shipments of AspaLt Both production and domestic shipments of asphalt floor 
fl.00r Tiles Lower In F~,,bn;L,= tiles declined in February as compared with the cor- 

responding month last year. The raon'th's output amounted 
to 1013,579 square feet compared with 1,507,149, and the domestic shiprnts totalled
044,667 square feet compared with 1099,50. (23) 

Rubber Co;urrpton. Lower In Consumptica nf rubber - nLtura1, synthetic and reclaim -- do- 
anuarr btockp Increased dined in January, the combined total arncunting to 6,759 tons 

as compared with 7,049 a year earlier, but montend stocks 
climbed to 13 9200 tons from 10,862. Domestic production of synthetic rubber rose to 7 2287 
tons from 6,700, but reclaim dropped to 360 tons from 385. 

The month's consumption of natural rubber fell to 3,068 tons from 3,124, synthetic to 
2 2 574 teas from 2,709, and reclain to 1,117 tons from 1,'16. End-of-January stocks of 
natural rubber increased to 5,220 tons from 4,583, synthetic to 6,235  tons from 4,741, and 
reclaim to 1,71+5 tons from 1,538. (24) 
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Production Of Leather Production of cattle sole leather in January amounted to 1,247,000 
Down_10.6 In Januai 	pounds, 10.6% below a year earlier. Output of upper leather de- 

dined to 1,060,000 square feet from 4,675,000,  and glove and gar-
ment leather to 369 2000 from  386,000. Production of calf and kip skin upper leather in-
creased to 1,083,000  square feet from 800,000, while glove and garment horse leather de-
clined to 147,000 from 211,000. Wettings of all types of hides and skins with the exception 
of calf and kip skins were lower. Stocks of raw cattle hides increased 14%. (25) 

Sales Of Stoves Furnaces Sales of stoves and furnaces by Canadian manufacturers last year 
Up  1U7 In Value Last Year were valued at $63,013 1000, up 9.7% from 1952's $56,783,000, but 

December sales were down to $4,267,000 from :5,062,000. The 
year's sales of stoves of all kinds rose in value to $46,627,000 from $4:3,100,000, and of 
furnaces to $16,386,000 from $13,682,000. 

Sales of electric cooking stoves and ranges 35 amperes and over were up to 162,659 worth 
$28,869,000 last year from 143,160  worth  $22,032,000.  Among furnace sales were 30,181 for 
coal and wood burning worth $4,341,000 (45,465 at $6,385,000  in 1952); 43,838 exclusively for 
oil burning worth $10,323,000 (32,512 at $6,264,000); and 10,156 for gas burning worth $1,-
723,000 (5,689 at $1,033,000). (26) 

Shipments Of Wire Shipments of wire and most of the principal wire pro lucts were lower last 
Reduced Last Year year. Canadian producers shipped 79,942 tons of plai.n steel wire as 

compared with 85,944  in the preceding year, while movement of galvanized 
wire fell to 24,467 from 31,499 and barbed wire to 7,266 from 8,671. Shipments of other 
coated wire were practically unchanged at 1,834 against 1,812 tons, while movement of cold 
rolled flat wire increased to 1,421 from 1,368. 

Shipments of steel wire rope dropped to 21,579 from 25,194  tons, while clothesline wire 
was up to 932 from 885 and other stranded wire declined to 7,028 from 7,754. Movement of 
woven wire farm fencing decreased to 12,286 from 15,596  tons, but woven vire lawn fencing 
was up to 1,41+8 from 1,160 and woven wire chain link fabric to 3,743 from ,108. Shipments 
of iron and steel wire nails were down to 70,843 from 78,661 tons, stee) wire staples to 
1070 from 1,624, steel, brass and copper tacks to 1,261 from 1,317, and ali.ninin nails to 
120 from 149. Movement of iron and steel cut nails improved to 1,061 from 605 tons. (27) 

Clay Product Sales Sales of clay products made from Canadian clays in the year 1953 were 
Up In Value In 1953 valued at $29,041,000, 23.8% above the preceding year's 323,450,000. 

The year's sales comprised the following, 1952  figures being in brack-
ets: building brick, $18,314,000  ($14,632,000); structural tile, $3,575,000 ($3,386,000) 
drain tile, $1,814

0
000 ($i 405,000); sewer pipe, 33,537,000  ($2,264,000); fireclay blocks and 

shapes, $413,000 ($394,00O; pottery, $475,000 ($549,000); and other clay products, 391,-
000 (0820,011). (28) 

M E R C H A N D I S I N G & S E R V I C E S 

DeMrtment Store Sales Department store sales rose 4% during the week ended March 13 as 
p 4 Per Cent In Week compared with the corresponding week last year. There were de-. 

dines in the Prairie Provinces but increases in the rest of Canada. 
Gain in the Maritiines was 8.4%,  Quebec 5.81'a, Ontario  5.6%, and British Colwnbia 7.5%. The 
drop in Manitoba was 2.2%, Saskatchewan 7.1%, and Alberta 2%. 

0rating Results Of Average gross profit of thdependent tobacco stores in 1952 worked 
Tobacco Stores In 1952  out at 16.49% of net sales, down from 17.58% in 1950,  according to 

the Bureau's biennial survey. At the same timE., net operating pr'>-
fit before deductions of proprietors' salaries and income tax declined to 6.8% from 7.38%. 
Total operating expenses declined to 9.69% of net sales from 10.2, with employees' salaries 
down to 4.13% from  4.33%, occupancy to 3.91% from 4.08%, store supplies to 0.36% from 0.43%, 
and all other expenses to 1.29% from 1.36%. (29) 
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PR I C E S 

Security Price Indexes 
March 18, 1954 	March 11, 1954 	February 18, 1954 

Investors Price Index 	 (193539r100) 

Total common stocks 166.3 166.6 163,0 
Industrials 166.4 166.3 162.9 
Utilities 	........... 154.2 156.2 151.6 
Banks 	............... 194.1 194.5 190.4 

Mining Stock Price Index 

	

Total mining stocks .... 	84.6 	 85.6 	 83,5 

	

Golds ............... 	61.4 	 61.8 	 62.4 

	

Base metals ......... 	137.7 	 140.0 	 131.7 

Price Index Numbers Of Commodities The all-Canada composite price index of commodities 
And Services Used By Farmers Lower and services used by farmers, inclusive of farm family 

living costs, registered a decline of 3.3% to 220.6 
between August, 1953 and January, 1954.  This decrease was mainly attributable to the usual 
seasonal recession in wage rates. The January index stands 0.1% below the corresponding 
1953 figure of 220.9. The composite index, exclusive of living costs, dropped 5.1% to 231.1 
between August and January, and by 0.9% from a year earlier. 

Wage rates showed a marked decline as the national index fell 13.9%  to 409.5 between 
August and January. Regional differences were notable, the eastern Canada index declining 
6.2% to 419.2, while the western series dropped 23.4% to 395.8. 

The equiinent and materials component moved down 1.1% from 206.3 tc 204.0  between 
August and January, with identical percentage changes in both regions. Lower prices for 
seed and feed were primarily responsible for the decline, although minor decreases also 
occurred for buildinggmaterials, gasoline, oil and grease and farm machinery. On the other 
hand, compounded fertilizer rose 0.8% to 183.5  due almost entirely to higher quotations in 
the western series, while binder twine was unchanged. 

Farm family living costs changed from 204.9 in August to 204.8 in january. At this 
level the index stood 1.1% above the January, 1953 Index of 202.6. A decrease of 0.8% in 
food overbalanced advances or 1.1% for fuel, 0.9% for health and maintenance and 0.3% for 
miscellaneous items. Clothing and household equipnent were nominally unchanged. (30) 

Wholesale Price Indexes 
1935 - 1939 - lOOT 

General Index ...................... 
Vegetable Products 
Animal Products . . . . . . . . . . . * . 
Textile Products ................  
Wood Products ...................  
Iron Products .................. 
Non-ferrous Metals ............ 
Non-metallic Minerals 
Chemical Products 
Combined Index, Iron and 

Non-ferrous Metals (excluding gold) 

February, 1953 
220.9 
200.9 
239.0 
241.1 
289.7 
221.4 
168.5 
174.9 
176.7 

223.2 

January, 1954 
219 • 8 
201.3 
245.0 
234.5 
284.5 
216.1 
165.6 
179.3 
175.4 

218.1 

February. 1954 
219.0 
200.6 
243.9 
233.3 
283.4 
215.9 
164.3 
179.4 
175.3 

217.2 
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EMPLOYMENT & EARNINGS 

Februar-y Employment Decline Employment, which usually falls off in February, declined more 
itly Greater This Year sharply this year, the Department of Labour 3nd the Domin!cn 

Bureau of Statistics reported this week. FuLl-time employment 
was down slightly from last year, but part-time employment was up. The number with jobs but 
not at work was considerably lower, while the number without jobs and seeking work was apprec-
iably higher. 

The Bureau's monthly labour force survey showed 4,442,000 working full-time (35 hours or 
more) in the week ended February 20, some 23,000 or one-half of 1% less than in the week ended 
January 23 and 76,000 or 2% less than in the week ended February 21 last year. The full-time 
workers represented 85% of the labour force of 5,230,000, about the same proportion as in Jan-
uary when the labour force numbered 5,242,000 but down from a year earlier when 8'?% of the 
labour force of 5,194,000 were working full-time. 

The number working part-time (less than 35 hours) was 354,000, down 5% from 358,000 in 
January but up 10 from 321,000 in February last year. Of these, 55% as against 52% in Jan-
uary and 61% last year usually worked part-time. Of those who usually worked full-time more 
were on short time than a year earlier and more lost time because of bad weather, while fewer 
were away part of survey week because of illness. 

The number with job8 but not at work during the survey week was 122,000, down 13% from 
139,000 in January and 31% from 176,000 in February last year. More were absent because of 
illness than a year earlier, but 55% fewer were laid off for the full week. 

The number without jobs and seeking work 	312,000 in the February week, 32,000 or 
11% more than in January and 133,000 or  74 more than a year earlier, They represented 6% of 
labour force as against 5% a month earlier and 3% in February last year. Applications for em-
ployment on file at National &iployment Service offices at February 18 numbered 559,000, an 
increase of 35,400 or 7% since January 21 and 157,200 or 39% since February 19 last year. The 
number increased during February in all regions, with the largest advance in Quebec. 

Labour requirements continued to decline during February in the Atlantic and Quebec 
regions, mainly due to seasonal reducturis in logging and lumbering. Emp)a7mt3r!t 1ere1led off 
in the Ontario and Prairie regions, largely as a result of increased activity in construction. 
The usual seasonal pick-up in outdoor activity occurred in the Pacific region. More than the 
usual decline was evident in the forestry, mining and iron and steel industries, and there was 
a further decline in textiles and clothing. On the other hand, there was a moderat.e increase 
in the transportation equipment manufacturing industry. 

IcL.iat 	The contvction in industrial employment ivariab1y indicated in 
At Bezinnir 	Of Janu 	the year--end holiday season was on a larger scale in the week of 

January 1 than in immediately preceding yeare, although it was 
somewhat smaller than in the same period in either 1949 or 1950. 

The general index number of employment fell from 114.1 at December 1 and 113,0 at the 
first of January last year to 110.2. With this exception, the latest index is the highest in 
the record for January 1. As usual, important factors contributing to the shrinkage in activ-
ity were curtailment in the outdoor and food processing industries, shutdowns for holidays and 
inventory purposes, and absenteeism. 

Fnp1oyment decined for workers of both sexes, the reported numbers of men and women 
dropping in the month by 3,5% and 3.2%, respectively, The number of men released by the co-
operating establishments made up not quite four-fifths of the total workers laid off. In the 
12-month comparison, there were 1oses of 2 .8% among men and 1.5%  among women on the staffs of 
the larger firms in the main industrial divisions. 

MJRE 
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Wages and salaries distributed for the week of Janu,ry 1 fell by 5.fr, as compared with 
December 1. This was a smaller seasonal loss than was recorded at January lasi year when the 
payroll index was 3LA lower than this year's all-time high for January 1. 

Weekly earnings averaged $56.67 as compared with 58.13 a month earlier, and $53.81 at 
January 1, 1953. The seasonal decline of 2.5 from Decener 1 was smaller than in most years 
of the record, partly because celebration of the holiday on Friday occasions less disruption 
in normal working schedules than when they fall earlier in the week. There were widely-dis-
tributed reductions in the aggregate and arerage earnings. 

np1oyment was higher in finance, insurance and real estate companies at January 1, but 
the trend in other industrial divisions was unfavourb1e. There was substantial curtailaent 
in construction, nunufacturng, orestry and transportation, with smaller losses in mining, 
public utility operation, tride and in the service industries. Within these divisions, the 
movement in the month was generally downward in many component classes. Trie not eworhy ex-
ceptions in manufacturing were the tobacco, motor vehicle and parts and accessor groups, and 
among the non-manufacturing categories, coal mining and conununications. For the most part, 
the changes were seasonal in character. (31) 

HOUSING 

Fewer New Dwefling Units Started Starts on the construction of new resi lential units de-
In JanuaryLfiut  Completions Hi&her dlined 16.5 in January as compared with a year 

earlier, but completions rose more than 36-4. Dwellinp9 
under construction at the end of the month were up slightly from last year. Starts wert ma..e 
on 2,983 units as compared with 3073, and the completions numbered 8,315  against 6,101. This 
left 54,248 still under construction at the end of January as compared with 53,016. 

Ontario's starts were down to 1,763 from 1,937 and Quebec's to 565 from 930,  but British 
Columbia's total rose to 403 from 349. In the Prairie Provinces the total was down to 195 
from 257, and in the Atlantic Provinces to 47 from 100. Completions in Ontario rose to 3,856 
from 2,529, Quebec to 1,835  from 1,675, British Columbia to 754 from 560 and the Prairie 
Provinces to 1,582 from 943, but the total fc" the Atlantic Provinces declined to 288 from 394. 
Under construction at the end of January were 22,039 units in Ontario (19,971  a year earlier); 
Quebec, 12,127 (12,698); British Columbia, 5,499 (5,026); Prairie Provinces, 9,359 (9,792); and 
the Atlantic Provinces, 5,224 (5 9 529). (32) 

HOUSEHOLDS & F A M I L I E S 

2anadHad8MoreHouseho].de,'ore Canada's ten provinces had an estimated ,675,000 
Famjl,ies Last Year Than At 1951 Census households and 3,477,000 families at the start of 

June last year. This was 265,705 or 	more house- 
holds and 194055 or 6 more families than at the June 1 Census of 1951. 

The 1953 June 1 estimate of households is 34,000 greater than the estimate for September 
last year which the Bureau published in its January report on the household equient surrey, 
the explanation being that the September figure does not Include Indian reservations and a 
few inaccessible areas in the north of the provinces. Institutional households are excluded 
from both estimates, as are the territories. 

Persons in }'ouseholds numbered an estimated 14,528 ,000 at June 1 last year, 955,535 or 
7 more than on the same date in 1951, while persons in families numbered 13,051,000, an in- 
crease of 854,115 or 7. Werage size of households was unchanged at 4.0 person3, but average 
size of families was up to 3.8 from 3.7 persons. The Bureau defines a household as a group 
of persons living in the same dwelling; a family includes only husband, wife and unmarried 
children under 25 years of age living at home. 

IYORM 
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All provinces had more households and familie8 last year than in 1951.. Newfoundland 
had 73,000 households and 78,000 families (versus 70,980  households and 74,858 families two 
years earlier); Prince Edward Island, 23 000 and 22,000 (22,455 and 21,381); Nova Scotia, 
153,000 and 147,000 (149,555 and 145,1275; New Brunswick, 123,000 and 116,300 (114,010 and 
111,639); Quebec, 936,000 and 901,000 (858,785 and 856,041); Ontario, 1,268,000 and 1,237,000 
(1,181,125 and 1,162,772); Manitoba, 223 000 and 206,000 (202,400 and 191,268); Saskatchewan 
229 0000 and 204,000 (221,455 and 196 0 1885; Alberta, 282,000 and 243,000 (250,750 and 223,3265; 
and iritish Columbia, 365,000 and 323,000 (337,780 and 299,845). 

Compared with 1951 the average size of households was higher last year only in New-
foundland (at 5.2 versus 5.0 persons) and Prince Edward Island (at 4.5 versus 4.3), and was 
unchanged in Nova Scotia (4.2), Ontario (3.8) Saskatchewan (3.7) and British Columbia (3.3), 
and lower in New Brunswick (at 4.3 versus 4.45, Quebec (4.5 versus 4.6), }4.nitoba (at 3.6 
versus 3,7) and Aloerta (3.5 versus 3.6). On the other hand, the average size of families 
was higher in Newfoundland (at 4.6 versus 4.4 persons). Prince Edward Island (4.1 versus 4.0), 
Nova Scotia (4.0 versus 3.9), Quebec (4,3 versus 4.2), and Manitoba (3.7  versus 3.6), and 
was unchanged in New Brunswick (4.1), Ontario (3.4) and British Columbia (3.3), and lower 
only in Saskatchewan and Alberta (both 3.6 versus 3.7). 

The proportion of households containing two persons was up to 22.5% last year from 
20.9% in 1951 and the proportion with three persons to 20.3 from 20.2%. However, four-
person households represented only 18.6% of all households as against 18.9% at the last 
census, five-person households 12.8 versus 12,9%, six-person households 7.7 versus 7.9% and 
households with seven or more persons 11.4 versus 11.8%. In both years the largest per-
centages in the smaller size groups were west of Quebec, while the greatest percentages in 
the larger size groups were east of Ontario. This is largely due to the fact that the 
average size of dwellings is greater in the eastern provinces. Three-person families re-
presented only 23% of all families in 1953  as compared with 24% two years earlier and four-
person families 19.4 versus 20%, while the proportion of two-person families was up to 
31.5 from 31.2%, five-person families to 11.7 from 11%, six-person families to 6,1 from 
5.8% and families of seven or more persons to 8.3 from 8%. 

The number of imarried children under 25 years of age living at home increased by 
460,628 or 8% to 5,995,000 in the two years, but the average number per family was un-
changed at 1.7. However, 1,139,000 or 33 of all families in 1953 and  1,059,430 or 32% in 
1951 had no children living at home. The number of families with children living at home 
increased by 114,985 or 5% to  2,338,000  and these families averaged 2.6 children each last 
year as compared with 2.5 in 1951. 

The number of families with children living at home increased everywhere but in the 
Maritirnes between 1951 and 1953. The largest increase, both in number and per cent was in 
Ontario, where the total rose by 58,289 or 8% to 801,000. In British Columbia the number 
increased by 12,177 or 6.5% to 199,000, in Quebec by 26,571 or 4%  to 641,000, in the 
Prairies by 18,056 or 4%  to 440,000 and in Newfoundland by 1,369 or 2% to 59,000. In the 
Maritimes the number of families with children living at home declined by 1,477 or less 
than 1% to 198,000. The average number of children per family with children at home was 
up in Newfoundland to 3.4 from 3.1 at the last census, in the Maritimes to 2.9 from 2.7 
and in Quebec to 3.1 from 3.0, but was unchanged in Ontario at 2.2, in the Prairies at 2,4 
and in l3ritiBh Columbia 2.1. 

A breakdown of the Bureau's estimate of families by number of children living at home 
shows that the largest numerical increase between 1951  and 1953 was in three-children 
families, which increased by 45,357 or 13% to 403,000. However, percentagewise the largest 
gain was in families with seven or more children, which increased by 13,882 or more than 
15% to 104,000. Smallest rise was in the number of families with one child, which increased 
by only 2,064 to 773,000,  although accounting for 33% of all families. Two-children fami-
lies increased by 20,138 to 670,000, four-children families by 23 0 284 to 213,000,  five-
children families by 3,637 to 107,000, and six-children families by 6,893  to 68,000. 

MORE 
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Of the children living at home last year, 4,357,000  or 73% were under 14 years of age 
as cnpared with 3,983,211 or 7Z4 in 1951,  an increase of 373,789 or 9% in the two years. 
Of the 1,638,000 of 14-24 years of age, 783,000 were in the labour force, 43,977 or 6% more 
than in 1951, while 696,000 were at school, an increase of 80,343 or 13%. The number of 
children of 14-24 years of age living at home but neither working nor attending school de-
creased by 37,481 or 19%  to  159,000. 

Between 1951 and 3953 there were increases in all areas in the number of children 
under 14 living at home. Percentagewiie the largest increase was in Newfoundland where 
the total rose by 22,166 or i'i% to 156,000. Ontario followed with an increase of 147,544 
or 13% to 1,305,000,  British Columbia with a gain of 30,105 or 10% to 318,000, the Prairies 
with a rise of 52,757 or 7% to 774,000, the ?-Iaritime8 with an increase of 27,160 or 7% to 
427,000, and Quebec with a gain of 94,057 or 7% to 1,377,000. (33) 

A N N U A L I N D U S T R Y REPORTS 

blight Gain In Output Value Net value of products shipped by Canada' S mineral industry in 
Of Mineral Industry In 1952 1952 was $1,112,454,319,  an increase of 16,365,576 or somewhat 

less than 2% over the preceding year. Gains in fuels, non-
metal mining and structural materials outweighed a drop in metal mining. 

Net value of products shipped by metal mining industries fell to 4643,848,728 from 
669,801,7O1 in 1951,  with decreases for the alluvial gold, copper-gold--silver, silver-
cobalt and silver-lead-zinc industries more than offsetting increases for auriferous quartz, 
nickel-copper, miscellaneous metal and smelting and refining industries. In fuels, increased 
shipments of petroleum outweighed decreases for coal and natural gas, the total advancing to 
,232,767,209 from i212,162,943. The non-metal mining total rose to 98,919,971 from $91,-
493,071 with declines for feldspar, quartz and nepheline syenite, iron oxides, mica, salt, 
and talc and soapstone more than offset by increases for asbestos, gypsum, peat and the 
miscellaneous group. In structural materials, a decrease for lime was outweigned by increases 
for clay products, cement, sand and rave1, and stone, the total advancing- to $136 0918,411 
fran 121,631,028. 

Net value of products shipped by the mineral industry declined in 1952 in Newfoundland 
(to 420,900,527  from  425,331,153), Ontario (to 360,214,198 fran 365 ? 526,388), Manitoba 
(to 16,986,904 from 23,181,449), Saskatchewan (to 40,505,709 from 42,577,100)  and 
liritish Columbia (to 9121,282 J.853 from ,,140,575,198).  More than offsetting these were 
increases in Nova Scotia (to 451,711,623 from 49,170,075), New Jirunswick (to 49,165,221 
from 8,086,267), Quebec (to 4299078,007 from 270,477,503), Alberta (to 177,256,475 from 
$156,633,663), the Northwest Territories (to $6,736,867 from 46,466,033) and the Yukon 
(to $8,315,635 from $7,063,914). 

Canada's mineral industry employed 134,116 persons in 1952  as compared with 128,871 in 
1951, and the payroll amounted to ,452,9?6,151 against 397,161,533. Cost of process 
supplies, fuel, electricity, freight and smelter charges dropped to 810,651,01u from oblb.612 r  
901, but the number of mines, wells, quarries and pits in operation rose to 19,958 from 
18,157. (34) 

More Talc and soapstone Canadian producers shipped 25,032  ton8 of talc and soapstone in 
Shipped but Value Lower 1952, 186 more than in 1951, but the value was 0,012 lower at 

280, 612. Quebec shipments, mostly soapstone, were up to 12,578 
tons worth l30,901  from 11,146 worth l23,084,  but shipments from Ontario and British 
Columbia, mostly talc, were off to 12,454 tons valued at $149,711 from 13,698  valued at 
$160, 540. 

There were only three concerns in the industry in 1952,  one less than in 1951  and two 
less than in 1950.  Gross factory value of all products declined to 03,118 in 1952 from 
$305,338 in 1951. (35) 

MORE 
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Oil Pipe Line Ktleage Canada had 2,500 miles of oil pipe lines at the eni of 1952, 923 
Rose 75 In Two Years miles or 58 more than a year earlier and 1,077 miles or 75% more 

than at the close of 1950, according to the Bureau's first annual 
report on the country's fastest growing traiisportation industry. Trunk lines increased in 
length over the two years from 1,158 to 2,120 miles and gathering systems from 265 to 380 
miles, Pipe-line capacity at the end of 1952 was  20205,809  barrels of oil as against 1,-
609,264 one year and 1,582,459 two years earlier. 

During 1952  a total of 108,818,688 barrels moved through the pipe lines as compared 
with 88,685,980 in 1951 and only 52,461,421 in 1950.  Operating revenue of the oil-pipe-
line companies climbed to .w20,064,187 in 1952  from  15,875,711  in 1951 and $4,005,616 in 
1950, while net operating income advanced to $9,780,720 from 09,745,211 and $1,043,035. 
Net  income after taxes was 3,403,949 versus 3,980,711 in 1951 and $687,130 in 1950, 	- 
ployees numbered 697 versus 536 in 1951 and 429 in 1950,  and average earnings were up to 
4,208 from 43,,851 and 0,461. (36) 

crude Petroleum .nd Postwar growth of Canada's crude petroleum and natural gas industry 
Natural Gas Industry is shown in a variety of statistics presented in the Bureau's annual 

industry report f or 1952.  Product on of crude petroLeum over the 
seven years from 1946 to 1952  increased over eight times from 7,585,555 b' 	3 (lowest 
in the ten years 1943 to 1952) to 61,237,322 while the value rose between nine and ten 
times from 414,989,052 to $143,038,212. Over the five years from 1948, which saw the first 
sharp rise in the recent great expansion, the output rose about five times from 12,286,660 
barrels and the value somewhat less than four times from 37,418,895. 

From 1943 to 1952  the number of operating wells increased from 2,197 to 5,833 with 
successive annual increases in each year except 1947. Number of employees, however, de-
ciined from 2,399  in 1943 to 1,296 in 1947, then increased to 3,702 in 1952. In the latter 
year there were 271 producing firms, and these paid out $14,610,821 in wages and salaries 
compared to 0,055,108  paid by the producing firms in 1947, and spent $1,911,794  against 
v759,635 for fuel and electricity, and $2,502,154 against 116,957 for process supplies. 

Natural gas production rose uninterruptedly from 47,900,484 M cubic feet in 1946 to 
88 9 686,465 M cubic feet in 1952.  On the other hand, the value of the output was down from 
l2,165,050 in 1946 (after increases in 1947 and 1948) to 9,517,638.  There were 4,119 
productive gas wells at the end of 1952, of which 3,858 were in Ontario, 217 in AlLerta, 
39 in New Brunswick and five in Saskatchewan, (37) 

Ruboer Products Industry With decreases in production of tires, tubes and footwear 
considerably outweighing a gain in the aggregate output value 

of other products, the gross value of production of Canada's rubber products industry de-
clined in 1952 to 286,654,620 from the record high value of $311,678,489 the previous 
year. The 1952 gross value, however, was still substantially above the previous highest 
year's value of $239,184,510  for  1950. 

Output of tires of all kinds in 192 	down to 5,582,275 from 6,050,065 in 1951 
and the value to 0143,019,868 from 4162,297,454, while inner tube production declined 
to 4,425,318 from 4,700,184 and the value to $11,610,238 from $14,050,182. Rubber foot-
wear production fell to 14,040,272 from 15,835,778  pairs and their value to 39,108,674 
from 43,526,934. In contrast, the aggregate value of other products - rnging from rubber 
belting and hose through rubberized clothing, rubber heels and soles, bathing and shower 
caps, druggists' and medical supplies, foamed latex, and moulded plastics - rose to 
92,915,849 from $91,803,919 continuing an uninterrupted 	rance since 1947. 

':.. rubber products industry, which comprised 70 e8tablishments in 1952, is practically 
confined to Ontario and Quebec. In 1952  the plants in Ontario, numbering 39, produced 
over 81% of the entire output and employed over 71% of the 21,582 persons employed in the 
industry. (uebec had 26 plants in operation and these accounted for ov 	T% of the pro- 
duction and 28% of the total employment. (38) 
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(Publications are numbered similarly to news items to indicate source of latter) 

1- National Accounts, Income & Expenditure, Fourth Quarter, 1953, 254 
2- M: Grain Statistics, Weekly, l 
3- 14: Oils & Fats, 10/ 
4- M: Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, March, 254 
5- M: Honey Production 1953,  Final Estimates, 104 
6- 14: kteport on the Poultry Survey of Dec. 1, 1953, 100 
7- M: Wool Production & Supply, 1953, 10/ 
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9- Ms Iron Ore, Jan. 104 
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12- 14: Crude Petroleum, Natural Gas & Manu.factured Gas, Dec., 154 
13- Ms Salt, Dec., 10/ 
14- Production of Canada's Leading Minerals, Dec. 104 
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17- Cheques Cashed in Clearing Centres, 1953, 254 
18- Commercial Failures Under the Provisions of the Bankruptcy & Winding tip Acts, Fourth 

Quarter & Year, 1953, 100 
19- 14: Sales of Paints, Varnishes & Lacquers, Jan. 104 
20- Refined Petroleum Products, Dec. 25 
21- 14: Cement & Cement Products, Jan. 10/ 
22- 14: Iigid Insulating Board Industry, Feb. 104 
23- 14: Asphalt Floor Tiles, Feb. 104 
24- Consumotion, Production & Inventories of Rubber, Jan. 104 
25- M: Statistice of Hides, Skins & Leather, Jan. 104 
26- 14: Stoves & Furnaces, Dec. 104 
27- M: Steel Wire & Specified Wire Products, Dec. io4 
28- 14: Products Made from Canadian Clays, Dec. 104 
29- Operating Results & Financial Structure Of Independent Tobacco 
30- Price Index Numbers of Commodities & Services Used by Farmers, 
31- Ernnloyrnent & Payroll$, Jan. 25 
32- New :?.esidential Construction, Jan. 25/ 
33- Estimates of Households & Families, 1953, 10/ 
34- 14: Principal Statistics of the Mineral Industry, 1952, 104 
35- Talc & Soapstone Industry, 1952, 254 
36- Pipe Line (oil) Statistics, 1950-1952, 254 
37- Crude Petroleum & Natural Gas Industry, 1952, 254 
38- The Rubber Prodicts Industry, 1952, 254 
14- Memorandum 

Stores, 1952, 254 
July, io4 
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Clothesline Wire: 1,032 tons were made last 
year, 198 or 24% more than in 1952. 

Gold: 4,068,516 fine ounces were mined last 
year 403,209 or 9% less than in 1952. 

0 	0 	0 

Paint & Varnish: $109,644,000 worth was 
sold by producers last year, $6,418,000 
worth or 6% more than in 1952. 

S 	• 	S 

Crude Oil: Canada was the world's 13th lar-
gest producer in 1950  and by 1952 ranked 
ninth, production more than doubling in the 
two years. 

. 	. 	S 

Travel: A record 13,786,500  oars and trucks 
crossed the border into Canada from the Un-
ited States last year, 1,167,000  or 9% more 
than the 1952 peak. 

. 	 . 	 . 

Fleece Wool: Average farm price was 38.5 a 
lb. last year, up from 37.61 in 1952 but 
well under the 1951 average of 74 per lb. 

. 	S 	I 

Independent tooacco stores had average net 
sales of 46,082 in 1952, an increase of 
$8,765 or 23.5% since 1950. 

I 	S 	• 

Fencing: Output of woven wire farm fencing 
slumped by 3,845 tons or 31% to 12,475 last 
year, but production of woven wire lawn 
fencing rose by 298 tons or 25%  to 1,493. 

Poultry: Farm birds numbered 42,858,000 at 
December 1 last year, 2,032,500  or  5% more 
than a year earlier. There were 7% more 
hens, cocks and chickens but 15%  fewer tu.r-
keys, 2% less geese, 14% fewer ducks. 

I 

Families with unmarried children under 25 
living at home numbered 2,33,000  t June 1 
last year, 114,985  or 5% more than at the 
time of the 1951 Census. The children num-
bered 5,995,000, up 460 0628 or 8% in the 
two years, the average number per family 
increasing to 2.6 from 2.5. 

. 	. 	S 

Coke: 4,430,942  tons were available for 
consumption last year, 165,663  tons or ab-
out 4% more than in 1952. 

S 	S 	I 

Oil pipe lines measured 2,500  miles at the 
end of 1952, some 923 miles or 58.5%  longer 
than a year earlier and 1,077 miles or 75% 
longer than at the close of 1950. 

. 	I 	S 

Inventories of manufacturers were valued at 
an estimated $3,607,300,000 at the close of 
last year, a 4% rise from $3,479,000,000 at 
the end of 1952. 

I 	• 

Hon: Last year's crop f 26,400,000  lb0 
was 4,800,000 or 15% smaLler than in 1952 
and the smallest since 194!. Value was 
down 600,000 or 13  to 4,100,O00. 

Tires: 5,582,275 of all kLnds were made in 
1952, some 467,790  or 8% Cewer than in the 
preceding year. Average factory selling 
price fell to $25.62 from $26.82. 

Leather Footwear: 39,2 72,786 pairs were 
made last year, 1,822,65 or 5% more than 
in 1952 and second onl: to the peak 1946 
output of 42,926,088 pairo. 

. 	S 	S 

Highways measured 512,795 miles at the end 
of 1952, a net gain of 917 miles during the 
year. Surfaced roads increased by 8,074 
miles to 181,306, while non-surfaced roads 
decreased by 7,157  miles to 331,489. 

S 

Milk: Average daily yield per cow at the 
start of the year ranged from 16.7 lb. in 
New Brunswick to 25.1  in Ontario. Alberta 
cows had the second-higheit average yield 
(25 lb.), then British Columbia's (23.1), 
Manitoba's (21.8), Saskatchewan's (21.2), 
Nova Scotia's (19.8), Irthce Edward Is-
land's (18.3) and Quebec' (17.8 lb.). 
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