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The People: Canada's popuiation reached 15,313,000 at the start of September,
2n increase of 118,000 since June 1 and 420, OOO since Zeptember 1 last year,
The gain since June was the largest for any quarter on record... liore hahles
vere born in 1953 than in any other year in Canaeda's history, but the blrth
rete fell short of the 1947 peak, NMore Canadians went to the altar in 1953
than in an’ year since 1946, but the marriage rate was the second lowest
since 1938, On the other hsnd, the death rate fell to an all-time low last

aur, and the natural increase rate was the highest on record. (Page 2)

* (] *

Construction: lore new housing units were started and completed this August
and more were under construction at the end of the month than on the same
date lact year, The 8-month tally showed starts up to 71,567 from 69,463

last year, and completions up to 57,673 from 53,764. (Page 9)

Lobour: Employment reached the highest level since the start of the year in
oeptember, but while the number without jobs and seeking work was less than
in August, 1t was nearlv twice as great as in September last year... Iu-
dustrial employment showed a slight improvement at the beginning of August
#3 compared with a month earlier, but was down 3% from August 1 last year,
Average weekly wapges and salaries rose to $59.12 from $58,98 at the start of
July and 257.52 at the beginning of August last year. (Pages 4 & 5)

L] ° .

ufacturing: Investment in inventory declined 1% during August and was 4.5%
lower than a year earlier. The value of shipments was slightly higher than
in July but was 1% less than in August last year... Production of steel in-
gots continued to decline 1in August, reaching the lowest level this year,
20% under the output of a year earlier., Produci on was down by one-fourth
in the first 8 months,.. Shipments of motor vehicles from Canadian factories
fell in Augnust to the lowest level since January and February 1949, were
ebout 254 below both August 1953 and 1952, Jenuary-August shipments were
down 19% from last year's peak but were only slightly under the 1952 level,

(Pages 10, 11 & 13)

ierchandisings Sales of wholesalers in nine trades averaged nearly 3% higher
this August. There were increases in frult and vegetables, drugs, tobacco
end confectionery, hardware, groceries, and auto parts and ejuipment but de-
creases in clothing, dry goods, and footwear.,. Department store sales aver-
aged over 23% higher than in 1953 in the week ending October 9, regional in-
creases ranging from 12% in Saskatchewan to nearly 504 in Manitoba... Sules
of new motor vehicles continued to decline in August but the drop was the
smallest this year, The month's sales were down 5,5%, putting the January-
August total nearly 17% below last year, (Pages 14 & 15)
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Record uarterly Gain Canada‘s population rose by 118,000 in the three

In Canada’s Population months from June 1 this year, bringing the total to
15,313,000 at Saptember 1, according to the Bureau's

quarterly estimate. This ccmpares with an estimatsd 14,893,000 at the same

date last year, making zn increase of 420,000 in the 12 months.

The estimated gain in the months of June to August this year is the lar-
gest 1umerically for any quarter since the Bureau began the issue of quarterly
figures in 1951, It compares with a previous quarterly peak of 114,000 for
the March 1 ~ June 1 period of 1952, and with 113,000 for the June 1 - Septem-
ber 1 quarter of 1951 and 104,000 and 112,000 for the corresponding 1952 and
1953 periods respectively.

The quarter's increase was equivalent to an annual rate of 3,1%, which
has been exceeded only in the corresponding 1951 quarter and the March 1 -
June 1 quarter of 1952, in both of which the increase was equal to 3.2%, The
aggregate gain of 420,000 in the twelve months ending September 1 was at the
rate of 2,8%, and compares with increases of 359,000 or 2,5% in the previous
twelve months and 412,000 or 2.9% in the twelve months ending September 1, 1952,

The Bureau's quarterly estimates do not give any breakdown of population
changes by provinces, This is presented only in the annual estimate for the
June 1 Census date.

New Records Set For Death Rate, Canada's position as one of the world's
Other Health Indicators In 1953 healthiest nations was confirmed by the

Bureau's 1953 official report of vital
statistics, yardstick of the nation’s health. Previous records toppled as new
marks were set last year for the rates for deaths, infant mortality, natural
increase and other health indicators. Only two important rates fell short of
past records -- the marriage rate and the birth rate; which reached post-war
peaks in 1946 and 1947 following the return of armed forces from overseas,

The new death rate, an all-time low of 8,6 per 1,000 populetion, puts
Canada well ahead of the United States (9.6), United Kingdom (11,4), France
(12,3), and an impressive list of other European and Commonwealth countries
including Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, Australia and New Zealand. COnly two
Buropean countries have lower death rates -- the Netherlands (7.3) and Norway
(8.3512 Among provinces the lowest rates were recorded by Newfoundland, Sas-

katchewan and Alberta, the highest by British Columbia and Ontario (see table
on the following page).

Cardiovascular diseases, including arteriosclerosis, hypertension, heart
disease and vascular lesions killed nearly half (44%)of the 127,381 Canadians
who died during the year. Cancer held second place with 19,120 deaths, fol-
lowed by accidents with 8,642, of which 3,121 were motor vehicle accidents. In
contrast, the death rate for tuberculosis dropped sharply to a new low of 12,3
per 100,000, about half the rate of two years ago and less than a quarter of
the 1943 rate, Coincident with the 1953 epidemic; poliomyelitis accounted for
481 deaths as compared with 311 in the preceding year.

Although they represented less than 51% of the population, males accounted
for nearly 58% of the deaths last year, outnumbering females -- who have a longer
1ife expectancy -~ in all age groups except 85 years and over., About 40% of the

MORE
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men and 35% of the women who died were under 60, while 23% of the women and
only 16% of the men were over 80, Close to 19% of all deaths were perscns
over 80 yeare old, 10% were persons between one and 40 years, and 12% were
infants under oae year,

cmmmeescca - - cmmmc s cme e ————— The infant mortality
Marriage, Birth, Dea*h & Natural Increase Rates rate; generally looked cn as
Per Thousand Population In 1953 a sensitive indicator of com~

Natural munity health status, fell to
Marriages Births Deaths Increase a record low of 35 per 1,000
live births after having re-

Nfild, TR 33.4 Tl 23 mained stationary at 38 for
P.E. I, 641 25,8 &7 Irsl the past two years. This

N.S. 8.1 27 8.8 18,8 compares with rates of 28,5
N.B. 7.9 30,7 87 22.0 in the United States, 28,6 in
Que. 8.4 302 Bl 2%, L the United Kingdom, 23.8 in
Ont. 9 26,5 9.2 17.3 Ausiralia and 21.8 in New

Man, 9.0 26,3 B 17.6 Zealand, British Columbia had
Sask, 8.3 275 7.8 19.7 the lowest rate of 27 in 1953,
Alta, 10,1 31.2 76 2357 followed by Ontario and Prince
B.C, G 25,8 9.9 15,9 Edwaxd Island with rates of 28.
Canaeda 8.9 28,2 8,6 19.6 Newfoundland had the highest

----------------------------------------------- rate of 47, followed by New

Brunswick and Quebec with rates
of 45. For the country as a whole the two-thirds reduction in the infant mortal-
ity rate since 1921 has meant a saving of 335,000 lives. All told, nearly 15,000
infants died in 1953 before reaching their first birthday, mostly from immaturity,
congenital malformations and injury at birth, and of these about 8,900 did not
survive the first 4 weeks of 1life, If the 1921 rate of 102 had applied in 1953
an sdditional 27,000 infants would have died in that year.

More Canadians went to the altar in 1953 than in any year since 1946 when
returning war veterans boosted the number of marriages to the all-time peak of
137,155, Last year's total of 130,837 was 2,536 more than in 1952, but the rate
per 1,000 population was unchanged at 8,9, the lowest figure (except for 1944's
£.5) since 1938, Marriages set a new record last year only in Alberta, where
the number passed the 10,000 mark for the first time., Nova Scotia and New Brun-
swick had slightly fewer weddings than in 1952; while other provinces hed
slightly more,

Since the war Canada has sustained a birth rate measurably higher than most
other countries of comparable development. Last year it rose to 28.2 from 27.9
in 1952, and compared with 24.8 in New Zealand, 24.5 in the United States, 23,3
in Australia, 15.7 in the United Kingdom, and rates of less than 20 in most
European countries. Although the 1953 birth rate did not match the post-war
peak of 28.9 in 1947 the number of babies born was the largest in the country's
history, totalling 416,825 or one every 75 seconds.

Every province except New Brunswick had more births last year than in 1952,
and a1l except the four Atlantic Frovinces established new records. Quebec,
vhich has had more births than any other province since records were first kept,
lost 1ts leading position for the first time to Ontario, total births for the

MORE
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two provinces being respectively 128,719 and 129,771. The Quebec birth rate,
though remaining high, dropped slightly during the year and was exceeded by
the rates for Newfoundland, Alberta {which climbed to second from fourth place
in 1952) and New Brunswick,

Over 289,000 persons were added to the population in 1953 by natural in-
crease (the excess of births over deaths), the rate per 1,000 population
reaching a new high of 19,6, With high post-war birth rates and steadily
declining mortality, the natural addition to the population has increased
without interruption every year but one (1948) since 1937 and the annual
growth 1s now 23 times the figure of 15 years ago. Over 5+ million persons
have been added to the population by natural increase since 1921, or an annual
average of about 140,000 in the twentles, 125,500 in the thirties, 204,000 in
the forties, and 273,000 since 1950, (1)

EMPLOYMENT & EARNINGS

Employment Maintained In Most Employment was maintained in most of Canada
Parts Of Canada In September during September, although there were indi-

cations that the usual seasonal peak in labour
demand had been reached during the month; according to the monthly joint state-
ment by the Department of Labour and the Bureau, This annual peak in employ-
ment occurred somewhat later this year than last. The high level of fall con=-
struction activity and the larger than usual increase in logging employment
during the month were important factors affecting the situation.

Coincident with the seasonal easing in labour demand was the withdrawal
from the labour force of students and other short-term workers. The extent
both of this withdrawal and of the decline in the number of jobs availlasble was
less than a year ago. There were more people leaving the labour force during
the month ending September 18 than the decline in the number of jobs available,
the result being a lower level of unemployment than in August. This develop-
ment in turn was reflected in an improvement in local labour markets,

The Bureau's monthly lebour force survey placed Canada's civilian labour
force at 5,483,000 in the week of September 18 as compared with 5,569,000 a
nonth earlier and 5,398,000 at the same time last year. Persons at work 35
hours or more numbered 4,820,000, up from 4,748,000 in August, but down from
4,896,000 a year ago. The number who worked less than 35 hours rose to 344;-
000 from 318,000 a month earlier and 279,000 a year ago. Without jobs and
gseeking work were 167,000 (3% of the labour force), down from 174,000 in August
but up from last year's 84,000,

Of the 344,000 who worked less than 35 hours in the September survey week,
192,000 were regular part-time workere -- up from August's 175,000 and last
year's 169,000, The remaining 152,000 persons usually work 35 hours or more,
a rise from 143,000 in August and 110,000 a year ago. Of the latter, those on
short time nuabered 27,000, down from 35,000 in August but up from 25,000 lest

year, and the number off work because of bad weather totalled 63,000, up from
29,000 in August and 11,000 last year. Illness reduced the work-week of 21,000
persons as compared with 18,000 in August and 24,000 at the same time last year,

MORE
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Persons witih jobs but not at work in the survey week totalled 152,000,
down sharply from August's 329,000 but up from last year's total of 139,000,
The number on vacation was 70,000, steeply below the August total of 250,000
but above last year's 59,000, and the number ill was 43,000, slightly above
august's 42,000, but down from the 54,000-total for September, 1953,

Another set of figures — applications on file at offices of the National
EZmpl oyment Service — also provides information on the current employment
situation. Such applications numbered 243,500 at September 16, a decrease of
11,300 from the mad-August total and an increase of 31,500 over last year's
Saptember total,

Industrial. Empioyment Slightly Industrial employment. showed a further though
Higher At Beginning Of August slight improvement at the beginning of Au-
gust and the Bureau's index ruse o.4% to 112.1
from 111,7 a month earlier. There was, however, a decline of 3% from last year's
August 1 figure of 115.6. The payrolls index moved up to 155.,0 from 153.9 at
the beginning of July but declined from last year's 155.,3 Weekly wages and
salaries rose on average to $59.12 from $58.98 a month earlier and $57.52 a
year ago., The changes in employment in the major industrial divisicns at
August 1 as compared with July largely followed the secasonal pattern estab-
lished in recent years, Manufacturing, in which the post-war midsummer in-
dexes have risen and fallen in an equal number of years, showed a decline of
0.8%, slightly exceeding the reduction at August 1 last year when the index
was 6§ above its present position. The losa as compared with July 1 took
place in plants producing durable manufactured goods, there being little
change on the whole in the non-durable group.

There was a below=-average contraction in the staffs of logging campe,
the decrease being the smallest in many years, The latest index was higher
than at August 1 in either 1953 or 1952, Employment in trade diminished
by 0.6% in the month., The drop, which approximated the average, took place
in retail trade, wholesale establishments showing the increase in personnel
customary at the time of year., The gain in mining was the largest for mid-
summer since 1949, while that of 5.2% in construction, which was the greatest
shown by any industrial division at August 1 was rather below average, The
increases in transportation, stroage and communication, public utility
operation, finance, insurance and real estate and the service industries
did not materially differ from the seasonal average, (2)

Man-Hourg & Hourly Earnings  Average hourly earnings in manufecturing fell
by half a cent to 14l,1 cents at August 1 as

compared with a month earlier, the average working week fractionally longer,
ard the weekly earnings fell by 6 cents to $57.20, according to advance
figures, In the durable goods division of manufacturing the averages of
hours and earnings showed no general change in the month, Reduced activity
was reported by several divisions of the transportation squipment industry
and by the iron and esteel and electrical apparatus groups., Average hourly
earnings fell by 0,6 cents in the non-durable goods division, due largely
to changes in the industrial distribution of wage~sarners, with increased
employment of seascnal help in fruit and vegetable canning, and longer
hours worked in leather products and women's clothing factories,

MORE
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In mining as a whole, the averages of hours and earnings fell insignifi-
cantly at August 1., as lower bonuses in metal mines were partiaily offset by
increased coparationg in cil and natural gas produciion, Increases in wage
rates wers repoited o g ams electiric and motor transporistion companies and
the hourly earnings in thai industry rose by 1.6 cents to 142.3 cents at
August 1.

Increaaes employment of uaskilled workers in contimuciion dontributed to
a decline in average hourly earningz in that industiry from 147.5 cents at
July 1 to 145.6 cents in the month uader review; the average working week
was rather longer and weekly earnings rose slightly. (3)

raed ¢« MACRIGSULIURE

Creamery Butier Stocks  Stocks ¢of creamery better in nine cities <f
In Nine Citiez Of Carada Csnada on Octobar 1L totalled 72,918,000 pounds,
11.8% above lzst year's correspoading holdings
of 65,214,000 pounds, Stocks were as follows by cities {in thousands):
Quebec, 4,090 pounds (i,85%); Montreal, 34,828 (30,154); Torento, 11,878
(12,851); Winnipeg, 14,129 {10,312); Regina, 1,436 (1,207); Saskatoon, 502
§h37);)Ebmonton, 2,654 (7,652, Calgery, 909 {9i8J; and Vancouver, 1,510
1,782),

Larger Stocks Of Frozen Fruit Stocks of fruit;, frozen and in preserva-
And Vegetablesz This October tives and vegetables, frozen and in brine

were larger at the beginning of October
than at the same i{ime last year., Holdings of fruit were 35,88,,000 pounds
as compared with 33,762,000, and the stocks of vegetables amounted to 24,-
300,000 pounds as cumpared with 23,149,000. (4)

Wheat Supplies And Exports Of Supplies of wheat remaining on or about
Four Major Exporting Countries September 1 in the four major wheat ex-

porting counrtries for export and carry-
over at the end of their respective crop years amounted to 2,148,400,000
bushels, some 5.5% greater than the 2,036,500,000 bushels a year earlier,

Estimated supplies in each of the four countries on September 1
with a year earlier figures in brackets, were as follows: United States
1,167,000,000 bushsis (1.,067,800,200); Canada, 792,800,000 (820,100,0005;
Australia, 115,700,000 (56,600,000); and Argentina, 72,900,000 (92,000,000).

The 1954 Ganadian crop, estimated at 377,900,000 bushels on the basis
of conditions at Seplember 1 is now taken into account in these calcula-
tions, However, due to adverse harvesting conditions in the est, a fur-
ther substential reduction may be anticipated in the size of the current
Canadian whast crop,

Total exports of wheat and flour in termms of wheat from these four
countries in August awounted Lo 74,700,000 bushels, down 15.4% from last
year's 64,100,000, fxroorsts from Canada declined to 19,200,200 bushels
from 28,700,000, anc from the United States to 18,700,000 bushels from
20,500,000, Argeniins's exports rose to 10,700,000 bushela from 9,900,-
000, and Australia's to 3,500,000 bushels fiar 5,000,000, (5)

MORE
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Visible Supplies Of Wheat Visible supplies of Canadian wheat on September

29 totalled 335,487,000 bushels, slightly belcw
September 22 stocks ¢ 241,974,000, but up 9.5% fram last year's 306,406,000
tushels, Cverseaz export clearances rose during the week to 5,537,000 bushels
from 5,066,0C0 a year earlier, but cumulative clearances from the start of
the crop year declined to 39,952,000 bushels from 43,223,000, (6)

Cold Storage Stociks Cold storage stocks of fish were larger on October 1,
Of Fish Increased totalling 65,384,000 pounds as compared with 62,747,000

a year earlier, Cod stocks were 13,004,000 pounds
(7,540,000 last year); haddock, 5,276,000 (1,850,000); salmon, 9,583,000
(10,671,000); sea herring, 4,900,000 (10,205,000); other sea fish, 28.673,-
000 (27,728,000); and inland fish, i,448,000 (4,753,000). (7)

Meat Stocks Lower On October 1  Stocks of meat held by packers, abattoirs and
ccld storage warehouses were lower on October

1, falling to 52,281,000 pounds from 61,259,000 a year ago. Frozen meat stocks

were down to 20,947,000 pounds fram 32,700,000, and fresh meat to 18,029,000

pounds from 18,246,000, Stocks of cured meat were up to 13,305,000 pounds

from 10,313,000, (8)

SAMNNSBPORT AT IO N

Railway Carloadings Lower In Week Railway carloadings in the first week of
October totalled 77,254 cars, a drop of
8% from last year's 84,016 cars. At the same time receipts from connections
fell 11.5% to 27,605 cars from 31,204. From the beginning of the year to
October 7 loadings in Canada declined 9.3% to.2,799,419 cars from 3,085,888,
and receipts from connections fell 13.7% to 1,092,234 cars from 1,265,257,

Commodities carried in fewer cars in the first week of October were:
rain, 7,095 cars (8,988 a year ago); vegetables, 453 (831); coal, 6,233
7,009); iron ore, 1,504 (1,904); automobiles, trucks and parts, 433 (1,521);
and merchandise; L.C.L., 14,575 (15,930), Larzest increase was in non-
ferrous ores and concentrates to 3,631 oare frai 3,209, (9)

Gross Receipts Of Express Gross receipts of express companies in 1953
Companies At Peak In 1953 climbed to a new high total of $74,296,948, up

5.9% from the previous peak of $70,185,114 in
1952, Higher receipts were accampanied by a 10,8% rise in expenditure to
¥49,569,842 from $4k, 74,018, Express privileges decreased to $23,584,806
in 1953 from 424,428,739, and net revenues increased to $1,142,300 from

$1,012,357. The amount of financial paper issued during 1953 dropped to
$165,006,300 from $166,285,205 in 1952 and $169,347,028 in 1951.

Full-time employees numbered 12,119 in 1953 compared with 10,849, up
1,270 or 11.7%, Salaries and wages rose to $37,331,438 from $32,438,322,
or by 15.1%. The average salary for full-time employees were $3,080 in
1953 as compared with $2;990 in 1952, a1 increase of 3%, (10)
MORE
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S,N,R, 4nd C,P,R, Did Record Canada's two major railways made and spent more
Volume Of Business Last Year money in 1953 than in any other year in history,
according to the Bureau's annual reports on the

C.N.R. and the C,F,R, Operating revenues of the Canadian National Railways
zlimbed to $6%6,622,000 from $675,219,000 in 1952 and operating expenses to
$659,049,000 from $634,853,000, while operating revenues of the Canadian Paci-
fic Railway Company rose to $509,314,000 from $492,982,000 and operating expen-
zvs to $456,652,000 from $438 344,000,

Both lines transported less freight and fewer passengers than in 1452,
but while passenger revenues declined freight revenues and reached new records.
Reveaue freight carried by the C.P.R. dropped to 59,257,000 tons from 61,505,
000 and revenue tcon miles to 27,456,000,000 from 28,943,000,000, while freight
revenue increased to $392,574,000 from 379,697,000, Revenue freight carried
by the C.N.R. decreased to 86,523,000 tons from 90,054,000 and revenue ton
miles to 36,678,000,000 from 48,430,000,000, while freight revenue rose to
$553,618,000 from $536,723,000, C.P.R. passengers numbered 9,427,000 {the
smallest nuunber since 19L15 versus 9,868,000 in 1952, while jpassenger miles
Zell to 1,321,000,000 from 1,377,000,000 and passenger revenue to $37,210,000
from $38,958,000, C.N.,R. passengers numbered 18,081,000 (except for 1950,
the smallest number since 1941) versus 18,833,000 in 1952, pussenger miles
falling to 1,539,000,000 from 1,635,000,000 and pussenger revenue to $45,916,=-
000 from 48,466,000,

The averuge aumber of tons of freight per loaded cuar mile decreased last
yesr on both the C.N,R., (to 30,04 from 30.64) und the C,P.R. (to 32.86 from
33.21), and the average haul of reveuus freight fell to 423,9 miles from 426,8
on the C.N,R. and to 463.3 miles from 470.6 on the C,P.R. Average reveiue per
ton mile increased to 1,50% cents from 1,397 on the C.N.R, and to 1.430 cents
from 1,312 on the C,I';R,, while the average revenue per ton of freight rose
to $6,40 from $5.96 (C.N.R.) and to $6.62 from $6.17 (C.P.R.).

The average number of paasengers per passenger train mile dropped on
both systems last year (to 61.70 from 64.04 on the C.N.R, and to 64.00 from
66.83 on the C,P.R.) and except for 1950 were the lowest since 1.0, The a-
verage journey of C.N.R. passengers fell from 86.8 miles in 1952 t¢ 85,1 (exe
cept for 1950, the shortest since 1936), but the averuge trip of C.P.R, passen-
gers rose from 139,57 miles to 140.13 (the highest except for the war years
1941-45), Average revenue per passenger mile decreassed to 2.8l7 cents from
2,829 on the C,P.R., but increased to 2,984 cents from 2,964 on the C,N.R,
Average revenue per passenger fell to $2.54 from $2.57 on the C.N,R., but was
unchanged at $3.95 on the C,P.R,

The average number of miles of road operated by the C,N.,R. declined to
24,153 last year from 24,190 in 1952, but C.P.R, mileuge showed & net gain
of one mile to 17,018, The C.P.R. had the highest operating reverue per mile
of road operated 2329,928 versus the C.N.R,'s §28,842), but the C.N.R, had
the highest average operating expenzes per mile of road operated (427,287
versus the C,P,R.'s $26,833), Both railways employed fewer persons in
1953 than in 1952, the C,N,R, staff decreusing to 126,477 from 127,930 and
the C.,P.R, staff to 83,411 from €3,848. layroll incressed on both lines,
the C,N,R,'s to $447,744,000 from $405,541,000 and the C,P,R.'s to §281,151,-
000 from $269,327,000, zll & 12)
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otarts And Completions Of New With increases in Ontario, the Prairie Fro-

bwelling Units HRose In August vinces, British Columbia and Newfoundland
more than offsetting declines in the Mari-

times and quebec, sterts on the construction of new dwelling units in August

climbed to 10,978 units from 10,883 in the same month last year. This raised

the number of starts in the January-august period to 71,567 units from 69,463

a year earlier,

Completions were up in august in the Maritimes, wuebec, Ontario, and

British Columbia, but down in Newfoundland and the frairie Provinces, and the

national total rose to 7,718 units from 7,445. In the January-aAugust period
completions rose to 57,673 units from 53,764, The number of units in various
stages of construction at the end of August was 72,150, up slightly from last
year's 71,522, There were increases in Newfoundland, wuebec, Untario, and
British Columbia, but decreuses in the Maritimes, and the lrairie Provinces,

Starts by areas in August: WMewfoundland, 312 (306 last year); Maritime
Provinces, 330 (657); wuebec, 2,756 (3,1<2); Ontario, 4,375 (a,llhs; Prairie
Provinces, 2,445 (1,978); and British Columbia, 760 (706). August completions:
Newfoundland, 117 (165 last year); Maritime Frovinces, 250 (210); wuebec,

2,205 (2,0555; Ontario, 3,290 (2,603); Frairie Provinces; 1,189 (1,775);
and British Columbia, 667 (637).

Number of new dwelling units under construction in the different regions
at the end of august: Newfounaland, 3,137 (2,985 lust year); Maritime Pro-
vinces, 3,105 (4,190); Quebec, 18,016 (17,7103; Ontario, 27,572 (26,158);
Prairie Provinces, 13,690 (14,480); and British Columbia, 6,630 (5,999). (13)

MINERALS

First-Half Production Boosts Nine of Canada's 16 leading minerals were
For 6 Of 16 Leading Minerals produced in greater quantity or value in the

first 6 months this year than in the first
half of 1953, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics reports, Petroleum and
natural gus output continued to soar, but for most other minerals changes
from last year were moderate to slight.

To flow of petroleum from Alberta and other Canadian fields was stepped
up to 42,232,615 barrels from 33,391,423 in the first half of 1953, and natu-
ral gas output climbed to 65,107,621,000 cubic feet from 52,376,435,000, Also
showing production gains in the first 6 months this year were cement (to 10,-
568,303 barrels from 10,437,674), clay products (to 13,690,920 from 12,844 ,-
65A5, copper (to 144,715 tons from 135,368), gypsum (to 1,597,779 tons from
1,490,277), lead (to 110,076 tons from 100,635), lime (to 609,366 tons from
607,607) and nickel (to 77,436 tons from 70,294).

First-half output was reducea this year for asbestos (to 434,823 tons from
458,209), coal (to 7,430,188 tons from 7,735,747), gold (to 2,092,087 fine oun-
ces from 2,204,037), iron ore (to 1,756,047 tons from 2,425,494), salt (to
456,516 tons from 460,214), silver (to 14,828,903 fine ounces from 15,308,361)
and zinc (to 172,279 tons from 202,931). (lhs
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Menufacturers' Inventories Total value of manufacturers' investment in inven-
Dropped In Value In August tory declined £31,000,000 during August to reach
$3,456,520,000, according to advance figures. This
was 99,2% of the Decemder, 1952 value, down 1% from July and Lo 5% lowsr than in
August 1953. Inventory hald but not owned by reporting manufacturers declined
$5,100,000 during August to $513,400,000, but was still £73,30C,000 above last

year's August value.

Shipments values increased slightiy during August but were 1% below last
year's level. The August index, based on December, 1952, was 96,7 as against
96,3 for July and 98.0 faor Aupust 1953. Cumuiative shipments for the first &
months were 4.2% below the same period of 1953. Value of unfilled orders for
900 firms reporting this item, declined 2% during August but were 4% above
August 1953.

Total Progress Total
Inventory PFPayment Inventory Raw Goods In Finished
_Investment Inventory Held _Materials Frocess Products
A1)l Industries “(mi1lions of dollars)
August 1953 .... 3,618,8  441.1  4,059.9 1,752,7 1,044.4 1,262,8
July 1954 (v a0 3,487.5 518, 5 4,006,0 1,582.5 4,095.6 1.387.,9
August 1954 coeo 354555 g 1A 3,969.9 (not av;ilables
Consumers' Goods
August 1953 .... 2,097,0 62,8 2,159.8 942,.6 42]1.2 796,0
July Lo " PO 2,029,8 109,7 2,138,5 863,1 4L57.4 819,0

August 1954 .... 2,006.4 107. 5 2,113,9 (not available)
Capital Goods
August 1953 .... 4726 327.4 7980 224.9 419,6 154.5
July 1954 ocoo L4R 4 367.6 810,0 191.1 448,11 170,8
August 1954 .... 433.9  361.. 795.3 (not available)
Producers' Goods
August 1953 ..., 716,3 215 718.8 39%.5 125.3 197.0
July 1954 eese 6857 3.9 689,6 338,5 125,1 226,0
August 1954 .... 685.7 bolk 689,8 (not available)
Construction Goods
August b i = (T 33349 4804 38203 188.7 7803 58
July 1954 ,..0 329,6 37.3 366,9 189,8 660 1121
August 1554 ..., 3305 40,4 370,9 (not available)
Indexes Of Shirments (Deec, 1952 - 100)
A1l Consumers' Capital Producers’ Construction
Indugtries Goods Goods Goodg Goods
August 1953 esoe 98.0 97.9 7504 9802 15103
July E 1954 cc.o 92,3 92.4 29.5 L1 122,3
Aupust 1954 .... 96, 96,2 5.1 99. 4 p!
Indexes Of Outstanding Orders (Dec, 1952 = 100) as
A1l Wood & Iron & Transportation Electrical
Industries Textiles Paper Steel Equipment Apparatus
August 1953 77.7 s 1 65.1 85,2 63.7 128,.3
July 1954 82,2 54.9 78,2 61,1 70.6 114,.2
August 1954 80,9 57,3 69.7 60,0 69,5 114.3

MORE
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Mineragl Wool Shipments Shipments of mineral wool were lower in august than at
were .ower This oupust  the same time last year, the nonthis total including

24,166,373 square feet of batts (29,842,466 a year
5go), and 902,68l cubit feet of granulated or loose wool (926,225). In the
January-august period 118,839,529 square feet of batis and 5,626,355 cubic feet
of granulated or loose wool were shipped as compared with respective total:x of
110,862,173 square feet and 6,172,874 cubic feet, (15)

Output Of Steei Ingots Canadian production of steel ingots continued to de-
Declined 29% 1o August cline in August, the monthis output reaching a low

for the year at 235,984 tons, 28.9% below last year's
331,678 tons, July's production totalled 255,228 tons. This brought the cu-
mulative output for the first 8 months this year to 2,046,409 tons, down 24,6%
from the 2,713,159 tons turned out last year. The daily average output for
August worked out at 7,612 tons as compared with 8,236 in July and 10,699 in
August; 1953, In the 8 months the daily average was 8,421 tons versus 1.,i65
last year, (16)

Shipments Of Steel Shapes Canada’s steel mills shipped 201,740 tons of pri-
Uown In July And 7 Months mary shapes in July as compared with 238,597 in

the corresponding month last year and producers
interchanged 112,831 tons uas compared with 123,216, January-July shipments
aggregated 1,539,143 tons as compared with 862,746,

This yesar's July shipments included 1,676 tons of semi-finished shapes,
5,366 tons of structursls, 14,047 tons of vlates, 32,165 tons of rails, 4,=
997 tons of tlie plates and track material, 22,880 tons of hot rolled bars,
27,862 tons of pipes and tubes, 15,913 tons of wire rods, 20,501 tons of black
sheets, 10,423 tons of galvanized sheets, 4,832 tons of castings, and 41,078
tons of other rolled products, (17)

Legther Footwear Productjon Froduction of leather footwear declined 7% in
Declined In July & 7 Months July to 2,357,090 pairs from 2,541,154 in the

corresponding month last year, and the cumu~-
lative output for the January-July period declined 8% to 21,921,012 palrs
from 23,664,835, (18)

Of opirments Of Maputfactured Canada's manufacturing inaustries eet

Proqucts At New High In Year 1953 another new production record in 1953 for
the seventh straight year, according to

prelininary figures, The year's fuctory shipments were velued at $17,771,~
758,000, up §789,071,000 or 4.6% from 1952's $16,982,687,000, Preliminary
sstimutes place the value of shipments in the first hualf of this yeur at
$8,007,736,000, down 4% from last year's Junuary-June value of &8,974,157,000,
The first-quarter value fell to §4,181,071,000 from §i,284,124,000, and the
second quarter's value to $4,426,665,000 from é4,690,033,000,

The number of employees in manufucturing ulso climbed in 1953 to a new
record total of 1,325,820, from the previous pesk in 1952 of 1,288,382, und
their earninge were boostea to $3,948,039,000 from §3,637,620,000, FKateriul
costs wers up to $9,327,510,000 from $9,146,17<,000 the yeur before and the
cost of fuel and electricity rose to $414,926,000 from §392,981,000,

MORE
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In 1953 there were increased values for all but three of the main indus-
trial groups, the declines being in iron and steel products, textiles and to-
bacco. Foods and beverages again headed the 1list with shipments valued at $3,=-

479,479,000 as compared with $3,472,000. Transportation equipment was next in
order at $2,094,175,000 as compared with %1,803,700,000, followed closely by
iron and steel products at $2,090,093,000 as compared with $2.135,032,000.
Paper products was fourth at $1,552,797,000 ($1,510,149,000 in 1352), and wood
products fifth at $1,279,573,000 ($1,167,629,000).

In this year's first-half period all groups were lower except foods and
beverages, paper products, products of petroleum and coal, printing and pub~
lishing and tobacco. Foods and beverages led the groups with shipments
valued at $1,758,270,000 ($1,653,989,000 in 1953), followed by transportation
equipment at $1,028,006,000 ($1,155,187,000), iron and steel products $943,-
899,000 ($1,083,278,0005; paper products $799,825,000 ($763,506,000, and wood
products $588,563,000 ($642,741,000).

All provinces except Nova Scotia shared in the rise in the value of manu-
factured products in 1953. The value for Ontario climbed to {8,868,369,000
from $8,372,174,000, quebec to $5,370,329,000 from $5,176,235,000, British
Columbia to $1,384,477,000 from $1,332,482,000, Manitoba to $583,268,000 from
$574,037,000, Alberta to $548,340,000 from $518,411,000, New Brunswick to
9294 ,754,000 from $293,760,000, Saskatchewan to $265,478,000 fram $258,932,~
000, Newfoundland to $106,457,000 from $105,460,000, Prince Edward Island to
$22,954,000 from $22,070,000, and the Yukon and Northwest Territories to
$2,493,000 fram $2,288,000. Nova Scotia's value was slightly lower at $324,-
839,000 as compared with $326,840,000. (19 & 20)

The following table lists the factory value of shipments by main groups
for the year 1953 and the first half of 1954 together with comparisons for a
Yyear earlier. These are arranged in order of value for the year 1953.

Year January=-June
1952 1953 1953 1954

Foods & beverages .e.eeeeese... $3,472,517 $3,479,479 1,653,989 $1,758,270
Transportation equipment ....... 1,803,700 2,094,175 1,155,187 1,028,006
Iron and steel products ....... 2,135,032 2,090,093 1,083,278 943,899
Paper prOductB sececvescsscnccs 1’510,149 1,552,797 763’506 799,825
Wood products ..ecceccecescsses 1,167,629 1,279,573 642,741 588,563
Non-ferrous metel products .... 1,215,118 1,242,349 650,109 565,966
Chemical products .ceceeeceececas 796,562 872,850 464,002 463,594
clothin.g S8sv v 0sBRECOEOOGROORESEES 853’151 862,604 428’934 384,68'7
Products of petroleum & coal ... 780,436 812,832 369,349 390,909
Electrical apparatus & supplies. 715,873 845,843 424, 4,084 412,322
Textiles sesvececssresssesnsone 71010-’1162 6999414 377,384 31103858
Printing & publishing «e.cece.. 490,935 543,143 264,584 BE7,431
Non-metallic mineral products .. 350,052 407,526 193,418 189,82,
Rubber products sseeesceceveese 286,655 290,729 144,243 132,913
Leather products ..ese.ceeeee. 219,201 221,745 121,479 109,008
Tobacco & products ..eeseccccos 215,914 214,145 108,623 112,565
Miscellaneous industries .c.... 225,621 262,461 129,247 125,096

MORE
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S Of Non— [o) S Stocks of non—ferrous metal scrap held by
Degreased Slightly In 2nd Quarter ingot makers declined from 5,672,184 pounds

to 5,263,946 during the second quarter this
year, increases in copper, red brass and yellow brass being outweighed by de~
creases in aluminum, lead, zinc and miscellansous scrap.

Stocks of secondary non-ferrous ingot held by secondary smelters increased
from 3,950,979 pounds to 4,063,619 during the April-Jume period, increases in
aiuminum, copper, refined antimonial lead and refined babbit and type outweigh-
ing declines in copper base alloys, silicon and manganese bronzes, other brass
ar bronzes, lead and zinc. (21)

Zanada Now Important Canada is no longer on the fringes of industrislization

Mepufacturing Natiop  but ranks among the world's most important manufacturing
countries, states the latest Geperal Review Of The Manu~

Secturing Industries Of Canada published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

The 167-page rep ort provides a general analysis of manufacturing development
with detailed treatment of current production by individual industries and such
principal factors as physical volume of production, capital, employment,
salaries and wages, size of establishment and power and fuel. The report also
deals with the provincial and locel distribution of manufacturing production,
and provides an alphabetical list of products menufactured in Cansda. (22)

EdghtcMonth Motor Vehicle Shipments Down 198 Shipments of motor vehicles from

Erom 1953 Poak put Oply Slightly Under 1052 Canadian factories in August fell
to the lowest levol since January

and February 1949, and were approximately 25% below both August 1953 and 1952.
January-August shipments dropped 19% from 1953 's all-time peak but were only
slightly below 8-month shipments in 1952.

August shipments totalled 17,249 units as compared with 22,640 in August
last year and 22,853 in August 1952. January-iugust shipments this year
totalled 286,724 units as compared with 355,029 in 1953 and 287,764 in 1952,

August shipments of vehioles imported from the United Statos declined to
1,103 units from 1,493 & year earlier, but rose from 647 two years ago.
January-August shipments were cut to 17,604 units from 22m939 last year but
advenced from 12,017 in 1952, Sales of European-made vehicles in August were
down to 1,628 units from 2,703 last year and 2,431 in 1952, and January=-
August sales declined to 16,497 unite from 22,440 in 1953 and 22,493 in 1952.

This yeer's August shipments of passenger cars from Canadian factories
declined to 14,533 units from 17,940 a year earlier and 17,033 in 1952, Eight~
month shipments totalled 231,007 units, down from 261,907 in 1953 but up from
187,812 in 1952,

Commercisl vehicle shipments in August were cut to 2,716 units from i,=
‘700 last year and 5,820 in 1952, and January-August shipments dropped to 55,=
715 units from 93,122 last year and 100,952 two years ago. (23)
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Decressge Jn Motor Vehicle Sales of new motor wehicies continued to decline in

Sales Nerrowed Jp August August but the arop wes the smallest this year,
according to the Dominion Bureav of Statistics. The

sales were down 5.5% from a year ago, while Jarnusry-hugust sales were reduced

16.6%.

The narrowing of the sales decreese was common to both passenger curs and
commercial vehicles. Pasgsenger cer seles declined 2.2% in August from a year
ago but the value rose 0.1%, and January-August sales were down 13.3% in valus.
Commercial vehicle sales in August dropped 15.8% in number end 18.7% ‘n retail
value, and 8-month sales were 28.4% lcwer in number and 25.7% lower in value.

Total number of new vehicles sold in August wes 27,439 as compered with
29,040 in the corresponding month lasi year, bringing ciomilative sales for the
Janvary-August period to 289,015 as compared with 346,501. Retail velne in
August was $69,772,000 as compared with $73,1.5,000, and the aggregate fcxr the
€ months was $743,351,000 as compared with $&63,270,000,

August's sales of new passenger cars were 21,52i vnits valued at $5,,9,0,=
000 as compared with 22,016 vaiued at $54,904,000 a yeer earlier. Januaiy=
August sales totalled 235,100 units valued «w $603,835,000 as compared with
271,170 units valued at $680,432,000, There vere 5,915 commercial vehiclus
sold for $14,832,000 in August as compared with 7,024 sold for $18,241,000 a
year ego, bringing 8-month sales to 53,91% units vhich retailed for §139,16,=
000 ar compared with 75,331 unita sold for $187,844,000,

In August the sales of 13,040 new moto:r vehicles were finuncea for %25,
218,000 as compared with 14,974 financed for $27,604,000 & year eamrlier, rud
in the January-August poriod 113,180 units were financed for $213,707,000 as
compared with 135,861 for $244,502,000. The sales of 36,077 used motor
vehicles vere financed for $29,569,000 in Auguet as compered with 38,304
financed for $52,179,000 a year age, and in the fmonth period 274,897 unite
were f%na?ced for $231,220,000 es compared with 324,927 involving 5278,92;,~
000. K24

¥holsaale Seles Up 2,98 In August Wholesalere in nins lines of wade in-
creasod their sales by an average 2.%

in August ea compared with a year earlier and the valus of their month~end

inventories were reduced 1.2%, according to the Bwreau's monthly survay.

8ix of the nine trades had sales iucreapes ranging from 8% for fruit and
vegetable wholesalers and 6.5% for drug wholeeslers to 1.5% for tcneceu an
confectionery wholesalers and 1.3% for herdware. Sales of grocery whole-
salers rose 4.9% and auto parts end equipment 3.3%. Sales of clothing
wholesalers declined 11.9%, dry gooda 7.2%, and faotweur 3.5%.

Value of month-end inventories held by foctweer wholesalera foll 17,7%
clothing 14.2%, dry goods 11.6%, hardware 2.2%, and auto parts and equipment
1.68. Stocks held by fruit and vegetuble wholesulers were up 1. .3%, tobacco
end confectionery 11.3%, grocery 6.5%, and drug wholeselers L.4m. z25\

NORE
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Repast S Department store sales rose 23,3% during the week
3 ending October 9 as compared with the corresponding
week last year, All provinces shsared in the rise,
Manitoba leading with a sharp gain of 49,6%, followed by British Colwuhis
with an inoresse of 40,3%, Alberta 23,2%, Quebec 17.6%, Ontario 14.8%, the
Atlantic Provinces 14.2%, and Saskatchewan 12%,

Sales rose 5.3% in August tc an estimated total of $74,21€,000 ss com-
pared with $70,483,000 in the corresponding month last year., Sales in ‘he
Atlantic Provinces were up 0,7% to $5,858,000 from £5,817,000, Juebec 9.3%
to $13,153,000 from $12,033,000, Ontario 2,9% to $22,463,000 from $21,830,~
000, Manitoba 1.6% to $6,496,000 from $6,394,000, Alberta 0.7% to $7,.88,000
from $7,436,000, and British Columbia 14.4% to $1.,742,000 from $12,887,000.,
Radio and music departments had the largest sales increase of 58.4% to $2,.-
499,000 from $1,578,000, Among the departments with largest sales volumes,
furmiture ssles rose 1,4% to $6,380,000 from $6,294,000, home furnishinge
iodd to §5,023,000 from §4,810,000, hardware and houseweres 8.3% to 5,343~
NO0 frem £4,933,000, food and kindred products 6,8% to $4,852,C00 from &4,-
545,000, major appliances £,2% to $4,227,000 from £~3,908,000s and ladies'

1

apparel and accessories as a group 2,1% to $19,230,000 from $18,836,000, (26)
PRICES
Seeurdty Erice Indexss Qotober 14 Qotober 7  Septerber 16
(1935-392100)
Investors' FPrice Index .
Total Common Stocks ceeeves 18859 189.9 1“;’0.8
Indu‘trills [N NN NN ] 190.1 19106 192.7
Utilities esscesencens 171.7 171.2 173.0
BRI 275 s/s"als/e!s.s[alals oreis 216.7 216.2 213.6
‘ dos. Index ,
Total Mining Stcoks seeeens 95.4 95¢5 96,9
U . oGalels™a s T lele s Ve alase 66-7 6702 6804
Bﬂ'” M‘t&ll esces 0o d 1(')1.0 160.4 162.3
TRAVEL
9% More Ente ada From U,S5, By Rall, bus, boat and plane traffic inte
Ratl, Bus. Boat 4rd Plane This July Cansda from the United States was 9%

heavier this July, entries totalling
462,900 e compared with 424,700 in July last year, Foreign travellers
entering Cenada by the four means of transporiation numbered 292,800, up 11%
from 263,500, putting the total for the first 7 months of 1954 between 5 and
L% stave l1aat year, All four means of transportstion reported heavier “ruffie
this Jaly, bur rail volume was down in the 7 months,

Caradian travellers returning from the United States numbered 170,100 in
July, over 5% more than last year's total of 161,200, The total for the firat
7 months was down ebout 2% this year. Only rail trafflc was lower this July,
but in the first 7 months devlines in rail, bus and boat volume mnre than off-
set a 78 increase in plane traffic., (27)
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DES NE WS
September Brides Until 1952 June
was the favored
menth for weddings., July took the
lead that year, and kept it in 1953.
Now it looks like September's turn.
This year there were 15,272 marriage
ragistrations in September, 71 more
than fn Jaly, 3,457 more than in
Jurne, A3 a rule, there are more
marriages in September than in Oct-
ober, November or December,

48 Bablies Ap Hour There were moxe
births in 1953

than im any other ysar in Canada's
history -- a total of 416,825 or oms
every 75 seconds, 4B every hcur.
Frice Teg= About §3,000,000 worth

of price tags and tick-
ets are made in Canada annually,

L

Only 1l€6 of the

F Teachere Earn
ngr $7.524 A Yeay 68,963 teachers
in schools in

9 provinces (Quebes excluded) earned
over $6,524 last yaar. All were men
and 82 were in Ontario, 77 in Brite-
iah Columbla, 7 in Manitoba and 2 in
Alberta, Of these, 45 (24 in Ontar-
‘¢, 21 in British Columbia) earned
from 87,025 to $7,524, and 4 (3 in
Ontario, 1. in British Columbia) were
patd from £7,525 to #8,024,

The average sawmill

Shenper Lumbex
price for sawn lum=

ber dAropped to 670,98 per thousand
feet board meapure in 1952 from the
1951 average of £73,06,

The safety record of

Safer To Fly
Caneda's nommercial

airlines has improved greatly in the
last five years, In 1948 they aver=
aped one acrident every 525,397 reve
sione miles, one death every 15,443
paying passengers or every 614,447
rayload miles, Lust year -they aver-
aged only one acoident every 736,795
revenus mlles, only one death every
414509 paying pessongers or every
1,103,954 payload miles,

October 22, 1954

More Use CNR But Cluse <o twise as
CPR Trips longer many travelled on
Canacian Nellonal

s on Canadian Pacific ‘rairc lapy
year, but the average CFR journey
vas nearly two-fifths longer, The
18,081,000 CNR passengers <“ravelled
en average of 85,1 miles at an aver-
ego ccst of 2,98, cents per passen~
gor mile, while the 9,427,000 CFR
passengers jowrneyed &an sverage ol
140,13 miles at an average rce%t of
7,817 cents per passeng:r mi.e.

Jute bays sold for an

Chesaper. Bags
sverage 12,1 cents a

bag at the factory last year, over
one-fourth less then in 1952 when
the sverage price was 2.,5 centa,
Cause of the drop wac a cus in the
everage price of Jute cloth to 11,4

from 16.¢ cents per yard,
There werv 433 eir-

Yore Alrports
porta 11 operation

in Canode ut the close o last year,
18 more than at the end of 1952,
Total supply

of rew elore

tric vacuum oleaners for sale in
Canada was 211,161 last year, 14,884
or 9% more than in 1952, With Care
adian production dowr 158 and ime
ports up over 53%, foreign-nade mod=
els constituted nearly half of e
total, More than 65% of the total
in 1952 were Canadian~made,

Vack Heok (uk 144 The average work
B Hagans Irdpled week irn manuface

turing haas teen
trimmed almost 14% since 1935, while
average hourly earnings have been
1alsed more than 3% %imes :nd  eaver=
sge weekly wages over 3 timen, Lest
year wage-esarners in Canadian fao=
tories worked 41,3 hours s weok for
135,8 qents an hour, averaged wagus
of $56.09 per weel., In 1935 they
worked 64 howrs more a week for 90,2
cente lesr sn hour, aversaygcd weekly
wages of only $17.97,
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