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HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS I S S U E 

Production: Canadian industry turned out about 4% more in January than in the 
first month last year0 Mineral production was up by almost one-fifth, and 
electricity and was output by more than 14%. Manufacturing production show-
ed a slight increase, a rise of over 3% in non-durable goods outweighing a 
2% dip in durable goods 0  (Page 2) 

V 

Business: There were more commercial failures under the Bankruptcy and Wind-
ing Up Acts last year than in 1953 in all provinces except Newfoundland and 
Manitoba, the national total increasing 37% to a new post-war peak. (Page 12) 

0 	 0 

Merchandising: Canadian retailers upped their dollar sales by nearly 5% this 
January, all areas except Manitoba and Saskatchewan showing increases over 
January last year. Gains were reported by 13 of 18 trades witli the largest 
increases in durable goods. (Page 7) 

. 	 . 

Prices: Wholesale prices averaged 0.8% higher in February than in January, 
non-ferrous metals showing the sharpest increase... Prices of farm products 
at terminal, markets averaged 0.2% lower, a decrease in animal products out-
weighing an increase in field products... Buileing material prices averaged 
02% higher. (Page 8) 

Labour: Claimants on the live unemployment insurMnce register numbered 578,-
586 at the end of February, up from 543,366 a month earlier and 512,567 a 
year earlier. (Page 7) 

Transportation: About 2% more cars were loaded on Canadian railways in the 
second week of March to put cumulative 1955 loadings nearly 3% above last 
year. Cars received from foreign connections numbered over 9% more in both 
the week and the cumulative period. (Page 12) 

0 	 0 

Travel: Nearly 9% more vehicles crossed the border into Canada from the Unit-
ed States this January, foreign vehicles showing an increase of 5% over last 
year and returning Canadian vehicles a gain of 14%. 	(Page 13) 

0 
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Industrial Production Iridex Canada's composite index of industrial pro-
Above Year Earlier In Januy duetion for January stood at 238,5, according 

to preliminary figures. This was 4,1% above 
the January 1954 Index of 2291. The manufacturing component of the index 
rose very slightly in this comparison to 241.7 from 240,1.  The tndex of min-
eral production, however, was nearly 20% higher at 205,1 and the sub-index 
measuring output of electricity and gas advanced over 14% to 280,8 from 246.0 
in January 1954 

The index of non-durable manufactures, at 2088, was 3,4%  above the 
previous January's 201,9 The tobacco and rubber products industries showed 
substantial gains of nearly 10% over their output a year earlier, Foods and 
beverages, paper products, and petroleum and coal products recoxied smaller 
advances, while output in the printing and publIshing and chemic1s indus-
tries was almost unchanged0 The level of activity in the clothing industry 
was a little lower,, 

In the durable manufactures field, the composite index rose to 293.3 
in January, still 2% below the previous January's figure of 2997. Output 
in several of the component industries rose or fell substantially as com- 
pared with January 1954. Production of non-ferrous metals products increased 
by 18%, and output of wood products and of non-metallic mineral products by 
16% and by 10% respectively 0  These gains failed to offset declines of 21% 
in the transportation equipment group and 7% in iron and steel products. 
Production of electrical apparatus was almost unchanged. 

M I N I N G 

Coal Production, Imports Production of coal declined again in February, 
Declined In February totalling 1,276 9 000 tons versus 1,776,000 a year 

ago. January-February production dropped to 2,- 
.7 ,000 tons from 3,003 900fl. Landed Imports In February fell to 605,000 tons 
from 670,000 and in the two months to 1,194,000  tons from 1,268,000, (1) 

Increased Production Of NIckel., January's output of nickel, copper, zinc 
Copter, Zinc & Lead In January and lead increased over a year earlier but 

silver production declined. Nickel pro-
duction amounted to 14,026  tons (12,670 a year ago): copper, 26,245 tons (17,-
862): zinc, 36,247 tons (27,030); lead, 18,721 tons (17,716); and silver, 2,-
036,229 fine ounces (2,553,293)0 (2 & 3) 

Natural - Gas 	Production Production of natural gas in Canada during last 
Gained All Months Last Year December amounted to 13,591,559 M. cubic feet 

compared to 12,289,518 M. cubic feet in December 
1953, making an interrupted series of monthly gains in 1954  over the previous 
year and bringing the aggregate output for the year to 120,878,381 M. cubic 
feet compared to 100,985,923 M. cubic feet in 1953. 

Alberta accounted for 107,164,550 M. cubic feet of the 1954 total pro-
duction, Ontario for 10,051 9 049, Saskatchewan for 7,450,579, New Brunswick for 
183,547, and the Northwest Territories for 28,656 M. cubic feet. (4) 
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Production Of Most Leading Production of 14 of Canada's 16 leading mineral 
Minerals Higher In 1954 products was hither in the year 1954 than in the 

preceding year with major rains in iron ore, 
copper, lead, nickel, natural gas and petroleum, the 	monthly summary 
shows 0  Coal and zinc declined0 

The year's output of asbestos rose to 923, h1. tons from 911,226 in 1953, 
cement to 22,441,717 barrels from 22,238,335, clay products to l,393,7l4 
from t29,04lpO20, copper to 302,984 tons from 253,252, gold to 4,366,506 fine 
ounces from 49055 9 723 9  and gypsum to 3,947,463 tons from 3,841,57 Iron ore 
prothtion increased to 7,338 9629 tons from 6,509,818, lead to 219 S,280 tons 
from 193,706, lime to 1 9 236 9 123 tons from 1,228,760, natural gas to 120,878,-
381 M. cubic feet from 100,985,923 M. nickel to 158,520 tons from 143,693, 
petroleum to 96,065,294 barrels from 80,898,897, salt to 970,250 tons from 
954,928, and silver to 30,680,491 fine ounces from 28,299,335. Production of 
coal dropped to 14 9908,741 tons from 15,900,673 and zinc to 373,448 tons from 
401,762. (5) 

Nickel-Copper Mining Sme'ting Gross value of the various primary products 
And Refining IndustrIn 195 	of Canada's nickel-copper mining, smelting 

and refining industry in 1953 was p420,562,-
000, moderately above the preceding year's !4l0,683,000, the Bureau's annual 
industry report shows. Production of nickel from Canadian ores amounted to 
144,000 tons valued at 160,430 9000 versus 141,000 valued at t151 9349,000. 
Copper production in 1953 totalled 253,000 tons valued at 150, 0 54,000 versus 
258,000 tons valued at $146,678 tOOO. (6) 

Crude Petroleum Output Canadian production of crude petroleum last year 
Rose 17 5%  In 1954 	ncirnted to 96,065,294 barrels, an increase of 17.5% 

over the output of 80,898,897 barrels in 1953, ac-
cording to the Bureau's final monthly report for 1954. This latest figure, 
which is subject to further revision, is an advance fror the Bureau's pre-
liminary estimate of 95,4 809100 barrels released on January 4. 

Production increased last year over 1953 in all producin -  areas except 
New Brunswick 0  Output rose in Alberta to 87 9 713,855 from 76 9816,383 barrels, 
in Saskatchewan to 5,415 9 687 from 2 9 797,888 barrels, in Manitob'. to '9148 ,-
218 from 653,514 barrels, in Ontario to 411,407 from 299,685 barrels, and in 
the Northwest Territories to 363 9060 from !16,689 barrels. New Brunswick's 
production declined to 13,047 from 14 9738 barrels. 

Total production during December rose to 9 2 638,840 barrels compared to 
8,077,681 a year earlier, all producing areas showing increases, Output was 
higher last year than in 1953 in all months except April. These figures do 
not include natural gasoline, output of which amounted to 673 9  5f4  barrels 
last year compared to 602,368 in 1953. (4) 

Natural &nufactured Total sales of natural gas in Canada during 1954 
Gas sales Rose In 1954  increased to 87,466,838 N. cubic feet from 70,867,- 

965 M. cubic feet the previous year, while nianu-
factured gas sales rose more moderately to 26,14,648 from 25,882,010 N. cubic 
feet. There were gains in sales of natural gas to domestic, industrial and 
commercial customers, with the greater part of the total increase in western 
Canada. Manufactured gas sales were larger for domestic use, house heating 
and commercial use, but slightly smaller to industrial customers, (4) 
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December Receipts Of Crude Crude oil receipts by Canadian refineries were 
Petroleum Increased 25% nearly one-quarter larger in December than in 

the corresponding month last year. Receipts 
from domestic sources almost doubled but imported supplies declined 9%, DEIS  

Receipts from all sources in December amounted to 14,242,305  barrels 
iersus 11,429,242 in December last year. Canadian sources accounted for 
,272,72 barrels versus 4,860,724 and foreign sources for 5,969,573 barrels 

versis 6,568,518. 

Net production of saleable products in December rose slightly to 13,-
275,504 barrels from 13,190 9981 and refinery inventories of refined products 
t the beginning of 1955 increased 11.6% to 20,728,289 barrels from 18,209,-
06. (7) 

Consumption Of Petroleum Fuels Total deliveries of all kinds of liquid 
petroleum fuels for consumption in Canada, 

as reported to the Bureau by refiners and distributors, continued to move 
upwtrd in 1953, rising to 2,871,417,000 gallons from 2,705 9742 9 001 gallons 
in 1952. There were general increases in deliveries of hea'vy and medium 
fuel oils; heavy and light furnace oils; diesel fuel; and stove oil, tractor 
ful, kerosene and illuminating oils; while the use of fuel oils for heating 
showed another substantial rise. 

Deliveries of heavy and medium fuels fotalled 1,222,526 9600 compared to 
1 197,892,700 gallons, 44% of the 1953 total being used in industrial plants, 
1 by railway, 18% for ships' bunkers, and 16% for heating residences and 
commercial buildings and for lighting and cooking. 

Consumption of furnace oils and other light fuel oils amounted to 897,-
(40,900 against 836,604,300 gallons; 90% being used in 1953 against 86% the 
previous year for heating homes and buildings and for lighting and cooking 
Rnd 6% against nearly 12% for industrial purposes. Stove oil, kerosene and 
illuminating oil, and tractor fuel deliveries were up to 371 2 669,200 compared 
to 250 0 366,500 gallons, with 89% against 88% going for heating, lighting and 
cooking. Diesel fuel deliveries totalled 369,580 9 000 compared to 320,878,200 
a1 ions. 

Deliveries of fuel, furnace and diesel oils for heating purposes in 
1.053 rose nearly 12% to 1,018,962,300 gallons from 910,72,900 in the pre-
ceding year. The number of furnaces and boilers supplied during 1953 was 
640,353, up 19% from 538 9726 in 1952. (8) 

TV Set Sales up In Producers' sales of TV receiving sets in January climbed 
January., Radios Down to 54,788 units from 34,396 in the corresponding month 

last year but radio receiving set sales feLL to 30,097 
from 35,863, DBS reports. The value of TV set sales rose to p17,724 0 238 from 
12,684,669 but that for radios fell to $2,040,731 from 2,940,238. 

The months sales of television sets comprised 31,663 table models (18,-
631 a year ago); 22,337 consols (14,676); and 788 three-way- combinations (1,-. 
089), Radio sales comprised 16,466 home sets (19,742); 10,354 portable and auto 
(10,411); and combinations, 3,277 (5,710). (9) 
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ManufactureraInvesntIr Mnufacturers p  thvestment in inventory at 
rventoryDon At End Of jazraaxv the and of January totalled &3 9  523O0,000, 

nar'o't.i1y be1w tim preceding month 9 s 93-
528700000 but 5% under,  last year $3 9698700 9000o The value of inventories 
held but not owned by reporting mariufact'rers at the and of the month fell to 
t•513900.000 from 528.,200000 a month earlier and t535,103,000 a year ago 0  
Thus the total value of manufacturers inventories at the month end was 	- 
O3L2OO)OC) versus 4 905900000 at the end of December,  and S4233800,000 
at the same time last year. 

The value of shipments decreased 4,7% during January but rose 6% from last 
year$ leveL, The January  index, on the December 1952 base stood at 960 
versus 100,7 in the preding month and 906 a year ago. Total value of un-
filled orders increased 44 durIng January hut declIned 509% fom January ;  
1954. New orders during January showed an increase of 2.3% from December and 
5,3% from January. 1954, 

Total 	Progress 	Total 	Goods 
Inventory Payment 	Inventory Raw 	In 	Finished 
Investment Inventory 	Held 	Materials Process Products 

(millions of dollars) 
AllIndustris 
January 1954 3,698, 17 535.1 
December 1954 3 9 528,7 528,2 
January 1955 3 9 523.3 513.9 

Consumers I  Goods 
January 1954 2457,7 101.3 
December 1954 211*7.1 107.2 
January 1955 2,107,3 1071 

Capital Goods 
January 1954 •. 4809 36303 
December 1954 409,4 354,6 
January 19 55 ,. 411.4 340.0 

Producers Goode 
January 1954 00 7638 300 
December 1954 304 
January 1955 732.2 3.4 

Construction_0ood 

4,233,8 1 970603 11P3 04 1 9 34401 
4,056,9 L,610,6 1,1350 1,311.3 
4903402 (not available) 

2 9 259,0 9179 4cl,1 8500 
2,22,3 8970 4f 6,2 8611 
2,214,4 (not available) 

844,2 219,9 463,1 1612 
764,0 193.3 40,6 140.1 
751.4 (not available) 

766,8 395.5 13501 236.2 
737,0 374.1 1.44.1 218,8 
735.6 (not available) 

January 1954. 	296 	675 	363,8 	173,0 	94,1 	96.7 
December 1';4 	268.6 	63.0 	331,6 	146,2 	94,1 	91,3 
January 1955 	63,4 	11 2 8 	(notavable) 

IndexasOfhipments 
(Dec. 1952 ioU) 

All 	Consumers Capital 	Producers 	Construction 
Indutria 	Goode 	GoodGooc1 - Goocj 

January 1954 	90,6 	95.0 	72,7 	86,7 	10101 
Der.mber 1954 	1007 	105.9 	81,2 	96.6 	108,2 

5 	 10907 
IndexesOfUnfilledOrders 

(Dec, 1952 a 100) 
All 	Wood & Iron & Transportaton Eleøtrical 

	

Industr(esTextiles Paper Steel 	&nt Apparatus 
January 1954 853 	55,4 	99.5 	7.1 	66,7 	110,4 
December 1954  76,9 	7007 	569 	62,3 	65,0 	100,5 
January_ 9j 80,3_7iL 
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Gypsum Products Production of gypsum wallboard, lath, sheathing, block and 
tile in February increased to 41,215,070 square feet from 

39,922,430 in the corresponding month last year and the output of gypsum plas-
ters rose to 19,306 tons from 17,053. 	(io) 

hard Board Production and both domestic and export shipments of hard board 
increased in February over a year earlier. The month's output 

amounted to 13,977,695 square feet versus 11,517,182, domestic shipments tot-
ailed 8,224,941 square feet versus 8,103,788, and export shipments amounted 
to 5,387,807 square feet versus 1,738,819. 	(ii) 

Paint & Varnish 	iales of paints, varnishes and lacquers by manufacturers 
which normally account for all but a small part of the nat-

ional total amounted to 7,181,214, up 6% from last year's January total of 
6,764,583. Trade sales were valued at 44,150,280 versus 43,083,937 a year 
earlier and industrial sales totalled 43,030,934 versus 3,680,646. 	(12) 

Portland Cement Production, shipments to customers and stocks in plants and 
warehouses of Portland cement all were larger this January 

than a year ago. The month's output amounted to 1,698,405 barrels versus 1,-
564,608, shipments totallad 904 ) 172 barrels versus 889,297, and month-end 
stocks were 1,887,479 barrels versus 1,606,232. 	(13) 

Leather Both production and deliveries of cattle upper leather and glove and 
garment leather were larger in January than a year earlier, while 

those of cattle sole leather, calf and kip skin upper leather and horse leather 
were smaller. Lionth-end  stocks of raw hides and skins of all kinds except goat 
and kid were larger. 

January output of cattle sole leather amounted to 1,005,064 pounds (1,246,-
618 last year) and total deliveries to 1,088,907 pounds (1,121,594); cattle 
upper leather production to 4,698,525 square feet (4,060,187) and deliveries 
to 4,719,855 (3,974,312); glove and garment leather output to 712,238 square 
feat (368,791) ani deliveries to 695,854 (432,447); calf and kip skin upper 
laather output to 950,408 square feet (1,083,227) and deliveries to 844,848 
(900,268); and horse leather output to 101,102 square feet (147,260) and del-
iveries to 72,440 (149,116). 

and-of-January stocks of raw hides and skins held by tanners, packers and 
dealers were: cattle hides, 537,731 (523,866 last year); calf and kip skins, 
409,305 (348,521); goat and kid skins, 2,880 (21,649); sheep and lamb skins, 
45,018 dozen (43,662); and horse hides, 24,231 (16,112). 	(14) 

MERCI1tND IbING 

Department 6tore6a1es Department store sales increased 2.1 during the week 
Increased 2.14 In .oek 	ending March 19 as compared with a year earlier. 

There were sales gains of 14.4% in quebec, 6.6% in 
Ontario and 4.6 in the Atlantic Provinces, but decreases of 8.9a in British 
Columbia, 7.8% in Manitoba, 6.84 in aaskatchewan and 5.8% in A1brta. 
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Retail 3ales Up 484 in January Canadian retail establishments had estimated 
sales in January valued at 838,672,000, an 

increase of 4.8o over last year's corresponding total of 4800,405,000, the 
Bureau's monthly report reveals. There were sales gains in all areas except 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan and in 13 of the 18 specified kinds of outlets. 

British Columbia had the largest area increase of 16.7%, folLowed by hib-
erta with 7.84, ittlantie Provinces 6.74, Ontario 3.94 and quebec 2.8,o. Manit-
oba and 6askatchewan had respective decreases of 1.7% and 3-4. The durable 
goods trades registered the largest sales increases with furniture, appliance 
and radio showing a rise of 14.2%, lumber and building material dealers 14.14, 
and motor vehicle dealers 11.8%. some other percentage increases were: dep-
artment stores, 10.3 -4; variety stores, 6.8%; and jewellery stores, 4.1%.  Lihoe 
store sales declined 6.44, men's clothing 2.74, and restaurants 0.4%. i'ainily 
clothing store sales were unchanged. (15) 

LABOUR 

Claims For Unemployment Insurance Benefit In Initial and renewal claims for 
February, Down From January, Up From Year ego unemployment insurance benefit 

received in local offices across 
canada in February totalled 236,847, down 73,152 from January's 309,999 but up 
21,915 from last year's corresponding total of 214,932. Ordinary and supple-
mentary benefit claimants on the live unemployment insurance register at the 
end of February numbered 578,586 (479,902 males and 98,684 females), compared 
with 543,366 (447,020 males and 96,346 females) on January 31 and 512,567 
(428,475 males and 84,092 females) a year ago. 

New beneficiaries during February totalled 159,917 as compared with 206,-
327 in January and 168,262 in February, 1954. During February a total of 328,-
576,170 was paid in compensation for 8,939,252 days as compared with 26,149,-
803 and 8,219,567 days in January and 326,05,431 and 8,391,990 thys during 
February, 1954. 

Initial and renewal claims filed in February were as follows by provinces: 
Newfoundland, 6,826 (6,508 a year earlier); Prince dward Island, 1,388 (1,187); 
Nova Scotia, 10,633 (10,027); New Brunswick, 11,476 (10,535); quebec, 81,834 
(73,578); Ontario, 72,192 (3,877); Manitoba, 9,480 (9,315); 6ask.ltchewan, 
7,210 (5,624); 4dberta, 14,260 (11,360); and British Oolumbia, 21,548 (22,921).(16) 

Federal Government Amployment Classified civil servants on the payroll of the 
And Payrolls In December Federal Government in December totalled 141,- 

173, up from November's 140,558 and 1953's 
December total of 135,009. Their earnings aggregated 336,389,890, up from 
336,251,568 a month earlier and 332,123,778 in December 1953. 

Prevailing rate employees, casual employees and ships' crews numbered 40,-
501, down from November's 40,884 but up from December's 1953 total of 36,396. 
Their earnings totalled 48,272,770, down from 38,300,149 in November but up 
from .7,456,851 in December 1953. 	(17) 
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Wholesale Prices higher In February Canada's wholesale price ikdex advanced 
0.8 in February to 217.4 from 215.7 it  

the preceding month. There were increases in all eight sub-groups. Largest 
rise of 3.5% occurred in the non-ferrous metals group which rose to 176.6 from 
170.6 due to firmness in copper and its products, gold, tin and i1ver. 

Fibres, textiles and textile products increased 0.94 to 226.0 from 224.0, 
as advances in worsted and wool cloth, domestic and liaported raw wool, raw 
cotton and cotton yarns outweighed decreases in jute bags, rayon fabrics and 
cotton fabrics. 

Wood, wood products and paper as a group advanced 0.84 to 292.0 from 
289.7, due in part to a higher rate for the United .tates dollar. This was 
reflected in increases in export prices of newsprint, wood pulp and cedar 
shingles. quebec spruce and B.C. fir also showed small advances. Firmer prices 
in the steel scrap and hardware sub-groups moved iron and its products up to 
216.0 from 214.5 for a gain of 0.7%. 

Vegetable products gained 0.54 to 198.2 from 197.2 when increases in 
rubber and its products, grains, potatoes, milled cereal foods, live stock and 
poultry feeds, vegetable oils and products and miscellaneous vegetable products 
outweighed decreases in coffee, cocoa, imported fresh fruits, onions and dried 
fruits. 

ChepUcal products rose 0.3% to 177.1 from 176.6 as increases occurred in 
paint materials, fertilizers, industrial gases, inorganic chemicals and tann-
ing materials. znima1 products advanced 0.1% to 226.7 from 226.5 when inc-
reases in raw furs, fishery products, eggs, fresh meats, fowl and hides slight-
ly outweighed decreases in live stock, cured meats, lard and unmalLufactured 
leather. Non-metallic minerals registered a gain of 0.1% to 176.6 from 176.4 
in response to higher prices for imported crude oil and sulphur. 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets receded 0.2/1 to 206.1 
from 206.5 in January. tnimal products dropped 1$ to 245.8 from 248.4, as dec-
reases in steers, hogs, eastern lambs, western eggs and eastern cheese milk 
proved more important than increases in eastern eggs, poultry, raw wool, calves 
and western lambs. Field products rose 1.2% to 166.4 from 164.5, reflecting 
increases in potatoes, western flax and hay, and eastern barley, corn and oats. 
Rye prices were moderately lower. 

The index of residential building materia1rices moved up 0.2% to 279.1 
from 278.5, as increasas in copper wire, quebec spruce lumber, vitrified flue 
lining, shellac and copper pipe out'.ieighed a decrease in rock wool. Non-
residential building materials index advanced 0.2% to 121.3 from 121.1, ret-
lecting increases in copper wire, copper pipe, hardware, aluminum and copper 
sheet, quebec spruce lumber and shellac, which overbalanced a decrease in 
rock wool. 	(18) 

.ecuriy 1 - rice Indexes 
Price Index 

Total Common otocks ........ 
.Lndustrjals....... 
Utilities .. ....... 
Bas 

Mining btock Price Index 
rotal 

Base Metals . . . . . . . . .. . . . 

I1arch 24 March 17 February 24 
(1935_39:100) 

213.5 212.8 216.2 
218.1 217.1 220.9 
184.1 184.2 185.0 
234.8 235.6 241.9 

105.5 104.4 106.7 
68.9 68.3 70.5 

189.4 187.0 189.6 
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Milk Production Increased 1.7% In 	stiinated civantity of milk produced in 
January 1  olightly Lower In February January amounted to 932,463,000 pound8, 

an increase of 15,000,000 pounds or 1.7% 
over a year earlier. advance figures for February indicate a decline of approx-
imately i% from February 1954. This was the first time since last October that 
i decline from a year earlier has been recorded and only the second recession 
during the past two years. 

In January 344,407,000 pounds of milk were utilized in factory products 
versus 332,492,000 a year earlier and fluid sales totalled 434,397,000 pounds 
versus 423,167,000. Milk consumed in farm homes amounted to 82,860,000 pounds 
versus 84,150,000, and 39,654,000 pounds were fed to live stock versus 41,648,-
000. The amount used In the production of dairy butter was 31,145,000 pounds 
versus 35,428,000. 	(19) 

Fluid sales were higher in January than a year earlier In all provinces. 
Sales were up 1% in quebec to 167,263,000 pounds, 2% in Ontario to 146,699,000, 
6J6 In British Columbia to 29,703,000, 54 in Alberta to 22,868,000, 3% in Sask-
atchewan to 20,098,00C, 54 in Manitoba to 18,378,000, 4% in Xova .cotia to 14,-
506,000, 3% in New Brunswick to 12,475,000, and 4% in Prince idward island to 
2,407,000. 	(20) 

Production Of Eggs Production of eggs in l"ebruary increased to an estimated 
Increased In February 35,200,000 dozen from 33,600,000 in the corresponding 

month last year, bringing the January-February total 
to 73,800,000 dozen as compared with 69,700,000 a year earlier. 	(21) 

Stocks Of Creamery butter Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canada 
In Nine Cities Of Canada on March 24 totalled 38,471,000 pounds, 21.8% 

larger than last year's corresponding total of 
31,587,000 pounds. Holdings were as follows by cities, totals for a year ear-
liar being in brackets (in thousands): Quebec, 1,027 (3,051 pounds); Montreal, 
18 1 557 (15,070); Toronto, 7,311 (6,192); Winnipeg, 9,435 (5,559); xegina, 728 
(197); Saskatoon, 93 (100); Ldmonton, 371 (349); Calgary, 144 (136); and Van-
couver, 805 (933). 

Production Of Margarine And Canadian manufacturers made more margarine and 
Lard Increased In February lard but less shortening in lebruary than in the 

corresponding month last year, the Bureau's mon-
thly report on oils and rats shows. Production or refined coconut and salad 
and cooking oils was lower. 

The month's output of margarine amounted to 9,900,000 pounds (8,191,000 a 
year ago); shortening, 12,725,000 pounds (12,858,000); refined coconut, salad 
and cooking oils, 2,792,000 pounds (3,211,000); lard, 8,447,000 pounds (6,934,-
000); tallow, 10,281,000 pounds (10,132,000); and grease, 802,000 pounds 
(823,000). 	(22) 

Visible Supplies & Marketings Of Wheat Visible supplies of Canad LUfl wheat on 
March 16 totalled 336,332.000 bushels, 

down io% from last year's corresponding total of 362,778,000 bushels. i)eliv-
erles of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces during the week increased 
to 3,833,000 bushels from 2,590,000 and overseas export clearances climbed to 
4,837,000 bushels from 1,804,000. 	(23) 
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Mink 1  Chinchilla Leading King of Canada's fur farms in pre-war years, the 
Animals On Fur Farms Now fox today runs a poor third to mink and chinchilla. 

The Bureauts  latest report shows only 5,345 foxes 
on farms at the start of last year as compared ith 299,433 mink, 15,889 chin-
chillas and 390 other animals. 4tt the start of 1939 there were 141,000 foxes, 
106,283 mink, 60 chinchillas and 23,038 other types. 

The 321,057 animals on Canadian fur farms at the start of 1954 (actually, 
on iecember 31,1953) were valued at $10,835,709, down from $15,412,758 at the 
start of 1946, when animals numbered 310,220, but up from $8,929,504 at the 
beginning of 1939, when the total was 290,381. 

The increase in 
the result of a drop 
fell to $162.44 each 
to 318.12 from 362.9 
lined to ,63.70 from 
33,34 from 39.93. 

numbers and the decrease in total value since the war was 
in the average value of animals of all kinds. Chinchillas 
from 3316.04 in 1945, mink to 327,19 from $42.02, and foxes 

). among other species, the average value of fishers dec-
$117.72, martens to $47.06 from $99.37, and raccoons to 

In total value terms, mink were by far the most important animals on fur 
farms at the start of last year, being worth 38,142,229 as compared with 32,-
580,961 for chinchillas and only 396,833 for foxes. At the beginning of 1946 
the 200,851 mink on farms were valued at 38,439,144, the 107,899 foxes at 
36,786,592, and the 402 chinchillas at 3127,050 (Canadian fur farmers went 
into the chinchilla-raising business in 1937 with two animals valued at $3,300). 

The number of fur farms in Canada has been decreasing for many years: 
in 1938 there were 10,454; in 1945, 6,590; in 1953, 2,513. Howovr, dollar 
Bales, while moderately below the 1945 level in 1953 at $11,282,000 versus 
912,030,000, were substantially above 1938's 36,483,000. 

ievenue from the sale of pelts (634,145 in 1953 versus 404,603 in 1945, 
346,189 in 1938) was 410,198,000 in 1953 versus 410,276,000 in 1945 and 35,753,-
000 in 1938. Income from live animal sales (17,362 animals were sold in 1953 
as against 30,187 in 1945, 25,436 in 1938) was 31,084,000 versus $1,754,000 in 
1945 and ?730,000 in 1938. 

In 1953 for the first time chinchilla accounted for the largest share of 
the total va'ue of live animal sales -- 3577,262 versus wSOO,BlO for mink, 
31,539 for foxes. In the preceding year mink sales totalled 4541,516, chinch-
illa sales 3326,122, and fox sales $4,432. 

The value of exports of fur skins (both wildlife and farm sources) has 
declined in the post-war period, but imports have risen. 	xports of undressed 
skins (principal varieties: mink, beaver, muskrat, ermine and squiL'rel) were 
worth 321,070,000 in 1953 versus $28,521,000 in 1945 and 313,590,000 in 1938. 
Imports of undressed skins (main varieties: ±ersian lamb, muskrat, mink, sheep 
and lamb, rabbit, raccoon, squirrel and kolinsky) were worth $16,506,000 in 1953 
as against 315,755,000 in 1945, $3,744,000 in 1938. 

xports of live animals (mink and fox) fell to $52,662 in 1953 from $75,-
718 in 1945 and $85,123 in 1938, while imports (also mink and fox) rose to 
$133,290 from 310,767 in 1945 and $4,820 in 1938. 	(24) 
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nncd blou t tocks mul1 ur 	toc;- c3 c: cnoud 	uitc hcl:1 by miiir fact:rt3rs and 
whoj.esalers at trie and of ebruury amounted to 

22,687,317 pound8, down sharply from last year's corresponding total of 29,726,-
91:. Most of the reduction occurred in the stocks of spiced pork and ham. 

holdings were as follows by kinds; beef product8 -- ready dinners, stews, 
itc, 6,466,596 (3,901,574 a year earlier); roast beef, 394,892 (155,211); 
corned beef, 870579 (697 ) 765), other beef products, 1 ) 973,940 (2,041,609). 
iork products -- spiced pork and hem, 5.,579,593 (17,860,817), roast pork and 

2,919,158 (1,444187); other pork products )  1,716,074 (1,610,548). Mis-
cellaneous -- canned fowl, 823,640 (659,953); meat paste, 775,738 (802,336); 
LlrII uli other kinds, 1,267,107 (552,963). 

i roduction, Manufacturers' bales Production and inanufaturers' sales of ref-
uf .ugar Increased In February 	med beet and cane sugar increased in Feb- 

ruary as compared with a year earlier but 
rcnthend stocks were sma11er. The month's receipts of raw cane sugar were 
1. from a year ago but meltinga and sales and month-end stocks were larger. 

Lroduction of refined cane and beet sugar in February amounted to 85,-
1?d,uU0 pounds versus 76,306,000 a year earlier, sales totalled 94,289,000 
pounds versus 93,037,000 and month-end stocks were 245,664,000 pounds versus 
2 4,52,000. 

oceipts of raw cane sugar in February amounted to 31,578,000 pounds ver-
su3 	 769,000, meltings and sales aggregated 78,962,00C pounds versus 76,379,- 

od :cit-uiid ctcT 	;Urc 	UP 	cc V:3X'5U 	7:2, 24, 	u. 	(25) 
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iotail; of un verc ty ent- 
open To otudents intering Uanadiau Universities 	rance awards L.vailabie to 

high school students are 
contained in the pub1icaion "Undergraduate 6cholarships and bursaries Open to 
tudents Lntering Ganadian Universities" released this week by the Dominion 

riureau of Litatistics. The report was prepared in collaboration with the Nat-
tc'nl federation of (nnadiun University tudents and the Federal )epartment 
of l't,o:r 

i;1 it arc I ictci bB prcup s of aor to juch vaioud. a 	100 ai 	ov r from 
2i Ganadian degree-granting universities and colleges. While in many cases the 
total number of awards available in each group are not specified, a minimum of 
1,600 scholarships and bursaries are available. The total value of the awards 
1'UUS to over .L1,000,000. 

The awards range from those of large charitable foundations and Dominion-
iroviacial grants to many awards from associations, industry, municipal groups, 
as cii as from university and college funds. 

ihe report contains the names of the awards, the fields of study, their 
vuhecs and duration and the conditions under which they are grantcd, 	(26) 
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Commercial Failures Reached Commercial failures recorded under the provisions 
Post-War High In Year 1954 of the Bankruptcy and Winding Up acts rose to a 

post-war high total of 2,278 in the year 1954 and 
increased 37% over 1953's 1,657, the Dominion Bureau of Jtatistits reports. 
stimated defaulted liabilities climbed to 453,142,000 from 432,318,000 in 1963. 

After declining to a very low level during the second World War, the num-
ber of Canadian bankruptcies recorded annually has increased steadily since 
1946. The yearly aggregate of defaulted liabilities has followet a similar 
trend. Average liability per failure was about 18% higher in 194 than in the 
preceding year. 

As in previous years, the greatest number of failures occurred in the 
trade sector, where there were 973 insolvencies as compared with 650 in 1953. 
Nearly every type of trading establishment showed more failures, particularly 
general stores, groceries, confectionery stores, clothing stores and automobile 
dealers. Insolvencies of manufacturing enterprises rose to 416 from 359, with 
wood and paper products establishments recording a Bubstantial Increase. Def-
aults of service business numbered 408, up from 286. 

During 1954, 1,645 insolvencies occurred in wuebec versus 1,221, in Ont-
ario 414 versus 255, in British Columbia 73 versus 72, in Alberta 44 versus 33, 
in Saskatchewan 30 versus 19, in Manitoba unchanged at 27, in New Brunswick 20 
versus 16, in Nova Scotia 19 versus 9, in Newfoundland unchanged at 4, and in 
}rince idward Island 2 versus 1. 	(27) 

TRANSPORTATION 

Railway Car Loadings And Receipts From Railway car loadings in the second 
Connections Higher In 2nd Week Of March week of March totalled 67,845 cars, 

up 1.94 from last year's correspond- 
ing total of 66,580. This brought cumulative loadings from the start of the 
year to March 14 to 688,566 cars, 2.6% above the 671,339 cars loaded a year 
earlier. 

Receipts from connections in the week ending March 14 rose 9.24 to 31,871 
cars from 29,172 and cumulative receipts climbed 9.2% to 321,137 cars from 
294,107. 

Loaded in larger volume in the second week of March were: grain, 5,317 
cars (4,640 a year earlier); fuel oil, 2 9 693 (2,180); sand, lumbor, timber and 
plywood 4,043 (3,629). Moved in fewer cars were: cement, 583 crs (1,021); 
pulpwood, 3,062 (3,980); and merchandise, L.C.L., 13,685 (14,698). 	(28) 

Railway Freight Movement Railway freight loaded at stations in Canada in 
Increased In November November rose 9.5% to 11,074,274 tons from 10,111,- 

187 In the corresponding month of 1953, receipts 
from connections by 5.1% to 1,666,494 tons from 1,586,486, and intransit 
freight by 4.6 -4 to 1,327,782 tons from 1,269,420. The overall total of freight 
originated climbed 8.5v to 14,068,550 tons from 12,967,093. 	(29) 
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Canada - U.S. Highway Highway traffic between Canada and the United States 
Traffic Up In January increased nearly 9% In January over the same month last 

year when 728,500 vehicles crossed the border versus 
669,500. 

Both foreign vehicles entering Canada and Canadian vehicles returning 
contributed to the heavier volume of traffic. Entries of foreign vehicles 
totalled 409,200, an increase of over 5% from a year earlier and re-entries of 
vehicles of Canadian registry numbered 319,300, an increase of 14%. 	(30) 

INTERNATIoNAL T R A D E 

Sales And Purchases Of Securities Between Trade in outstanding securities 
Canada And Other Countries In January between Canada and other countries 

in January resulted in a purchase 
balance or capital outflow of $6,300,000. 

The outflow to the United .tates amounted to $11,700,000 and was offset 
to some extent by sales balances or capital inflows of $4,800,000 from the 
United Kingdom and $600,000 from other overseas countries. 

On balance, Canadians repurchased $20,600,000 of non-resident held Can-
adian bonds and debentures, but sold to non-residents $11,600,000 of Canadian 
stocks and 2,700,000 other securities, mainly United States stocks. 

The volume of trading, although down by about $12,000,000 83 compared to 
the previous month, continued to be high and for the 11th consecutive month 
has exceeded 100,000,000. Trading in Canadian common and preference stocks 
accounted for 55% of the total turnover. 

Most of the trading in Canadian bonds and debentures took place with 
United States residents, from whom Canadians repurchased $12,200,000 of Gov-
ernment of Canada direct and $3,400,000 guaranteed issues. kepurchaaes of 
$4,600,000 provincial and 4O0,0O0 municipal debentures accounted for the 
balance of the repatriation. 

There was very heavy trading of Canadian stocks with United States res-
idents. Net  Sales amounted to $6,400,000 compared with an average of 9,400,-
000 for the previous seven months during which sales to United States new 
investment trusts were an important influence. 

Heavy net sales of Canadian common and preference stocks which amounted 
to $4,200,000 were mainly responsible for the sales balance recorded in trad-
ing with the United Kingdom0 With other overseas countries, not sales of Can-
adian stocks were offset, in part, by repurchases of all other Canadian 
securities. 	(31) 
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(Pubi ications numbered similarly to :'u'iers to fnicate source of latter) 

1- M i 	inary Report on Coal Production, February, 10 
2- h Copper & Nickel Production, January, 10 
- N: Silver, Lead & Zinc Production, January, 10 
4- M: Crude Petroleum, Natural. Gas & Manufactured Gas, December, 10 
5- Ms Production of Canadats  Leading Minerals, December, lO 
6- Nickel-Copper Mining )  Smelting & Refining Industry, 1953 0  25 
7- Refined Petroleum Products, December, 25 
8- Consumption of Petroleum Fuels, 1953 )  25 
9- Radio & Television Receiving sets, January, lOy 
10- Ms Gypsum Products, February, lO 
U- M: Hard Board, February, 1.0 
12- M: Sales of Paints, Varnishes & Lacquers, January, lO 
13- H: Cement & Cement Products, January, 10 
14- M: Statistics of Hides, Skins & Leather, January, 10 
15- Retail Trade, January, 25 
16- Statistical Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance Act, 

F''ruary, 25 
17- M: Federal Government Employment, December, 10y.  
18- Prices & Price Indexes, February, 255. 
19- Dairy Review, February, 25 
20- M: Fluid Milk Sales, January, l0 
21- Ms Production of Eggs, February, lO 
22- H: Oils & Fats, February, 10 
23- H: Grain Statistics ?Jeekly, March 16, lO 
24- M: Report on Fur Fame, 1953, 25 
25- Ms Sugar Situation, February, 10 
26- R: Undergraduate 1icholarships & Bursa.ries Open to Students Entering 

Canadian Universities, Reference Paper No. 55, 60 
27- Conunercial Failures Under the Provisions of the Bankruptcy And 

Winding Up Acts, Fourth Quarter & Year 1954,  250  
28- Ms Car Loadings on Canadian Railways, March 14, 10 
29- Ms Railway Freight Traffic, November, 1O 
30- Travel Between Canada & The United States, January, 20ç 
31- Sales & Purchases of Securities Between Canada & Other Countries, 

January, 1.4 
Trade of 1ada:  Exports, January, 54 -- detailed. 

H - Memorandum 
R - Reference Paper 

Edmond Cloutier, C.M.G., O,A., D.S.P., 
'ueen's Printer and Controller of Stationery, 
Ottawa, 1955 
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April 1, 1955 

More Covered By At the start of 
Job Insurance this year 3,356,- 

000 Canadians were 
insured under the Unemployment Insu-
rance Act, 28,000 more than at the 
beginning of 1954. 

Fewer Stokers Factory 	sales of 
mechanical stokere 

have dropped steadily since 1948 
from 6 9988 units to 1,346 in 1953 
Sales of residential models fell 
5 9 458 to 706, and shipments of corn-
inerclal or industrial models from 
1,532 to 640. 

Footwear: Over Canadian 	produo- 
Two Pairs Each tion of leather 

footwear dropped 
from 39,282,786 pairs in 1953 to 
37,158,696 pairs last year, but this 
was still more than enough tc pro-
vide every man, woman and chil d In 
the country with two pairs each. 

uahaugs Only $31,800 worth of 
quahaugs were inark€td by 

Canada's fish processing industry in 
1953 as against S81,600 worth in 
1952. 

Potato Acreare Farmers across Can- 
Up This Year ada intend to seed 

309,000 acres of 
potatoes this year, 12,800 or over 
4% more than in 1954.  Areas in On-
tario, Saskatchewan and British Cc-
lumbia will be unchanged, but there 
will be increases of 8% in Prince 
Edward Island, 6% in Nova scotia, 4% 
in New Brunswick and Quebec, 5% in 
Manitoba and 17% in Alberta, 

Less Pork Eaten Canadians ate an 
average of 53,7 

pounds of pork each last year, the 
smallest amount since 1947 and well 
under the 1951 peak of 67,8 pounds, 
Compared with pre-war years, how-
ever, consumption was subst'rntially 
higher, the average for 1935-39 be-
ing only 39,8 pounds per capita. 

More - Commercial. The number pf 
FatlureJpj24 commercial fail- 

ures under the 
Bankruptcy and Winding Up Acts in-
creased 37% last year from 1,657 in 
1953 to a post-war peak of 2,278. 
Defaulted 'labilities jumped to 
953,142,000 from 32818 9000, aver-
age liability per failure Increasing 
18%, 

Travel. Expenditures For the third 
year In a row 

Canadian travellers last year spent 
more in the United States than U.S. 
travellers did in Cana1a - S311 9 -

000,000 versus t278 9 000,000, 

Fur Farms: The number of foxes on 
Fewer Foxes Canadian fur farms has 

dwindled aLnee the war 
-- from 107,899 at the beginning of 
1946 to only 5,345 at the start of 
last year. Average value dropped 
from $62.90 to $18.12, and total va-
lue from e6,786,592 to )6,833, 

More Oil Burners Canad i&i product- 
ion of power type 

oil burners passed the hundred 
thousand mark in 1953, the 100,288 
total comparing with 85,215 in 1952 
and 3,418 in 1945 

More Law There are 2,616 students 
Students working for law degrees 

In Canadian universities 
and colleges in the current academic 
year, 66 more than in 1953-54 and 
459 more than in 1952-53 

Manufactured Gae Last year 26,- 
314,648,000 cubic 

feet of manufactured gas were sold 
in Canada as against 25,882,010,000 
cubic feet in 1953, increased sales 
for domestic, house heating and com- 
mercial purposes outweighing decrea- 
ses in sales for industrial and mis- 
cellaneous purposes. Revenues from 
sales rose to 03,118,641 from 932,- 
220,770, 
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