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HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE 	I 

JPr 	 / Construction: The value of construction in Canada i expected to pass the 5 
billion mark for the first time this :rear and willp last year's value by  
aainost 8%. (Page. 2 

Provincial Finance: Net general revenue of Canada's ten provincial govern-
rnents in the fiscal year ending March 31, 1956, is expected to be •47,O0OT 
000 more than in the fiscal year ended March 31, 1955. On the other hand, 
net combined ordinary and capital expenditure is estimated to increase 152,-
000,000. (Page 3) 

. 	 . 

Manufacturing: June output of passenger cars and cQmtercia1 vehicles increas-
ed sharply this year to put production in the first half-year appreciably 
above last year's reduced January-June output... Half-year outputs of steel 
irkgots and pig iron were up sharply this year. (Pages 5 & 6) 

S 

Merchandising: Sales of department stores across Canada averaged about 6% 
above the 1954 level in the week ending July 2... May sales of chain stores 
averaged over 2% higher than a year earlier... More new motor vehicles were 
sold in May than in any other month on record. (Pages 6 & 7) 

S 	 S 

Industrial Production: Reflecting a continuation of the rising trend of out-
put of recent months, Canada's industrial production in April was 6.6% above 
a year earlier. Ilineral production increased 11.5, electricLty and gas 
output i and manufacturing production 5.5%. (Page 8) 

S 	 S 	 S 

Prices: Declines of 0,1 to 0.7% were registered by the ten regional con-
sumer price indexes between May 2 and June 1... Prices of commodities and 
services used by farmers increased 2.3% between January and April, and farm 
prices of agricultural products advanced slightly in May. (Pages 9 & 10) 

S 	 S 	 S 

Minerals: Outputs of iron ore, asbestos and nickel were substantially above 
last year's level in May, but copper production declined. 	(Pades 10 & U) 

. 	 S 	 S 

Food: The acreage of peas contracted for by commercial c •u'iers this year is 
2 larger than last year, while .he acreage of tcnatoes shows an increase 
of 20%, corn 19%, beans 12% and asparagus 8%. (Page iJ) 

S 	 S 	 0 



CONSTRUCTION 	 Page2 

Peak Year Forecast For Construction Industry 	Canada's construction industry is 
VaLue Of Work Will Top $5000,300.000 In 1955 	expected to pass the $5 billion 

mark for the first time this year, 
according to estimates published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The esti-
mates, bas.d on January intentions, place the total value of construction to be 
put in place in Canada in 1955 at a record $5,059,000,000, some $369,000,000 or 
31fl10'-t 8 more than in 1954. 

Physical volume of construction is expected to show a similar percentage in-
(:ree over last year as little change is anticipated in material and labour 
prices. Almost all of the increase in value and volume is expected to be in new 
construction, the amount spent on repair construction is being expected to show 
only a slight advance over 1954. Contractors are expected to undertake a larger 
share of the total construction: 757 this year as compared with 737 in 1954, 72% 
ir 	and 68% in 1952. 

The value of new construction is estimated at $3,063,000,000 for 1955, up 
trom $3,696,000,000 in 1954, and the value of reçeir construction at $996,000,000 
versus $994,000,003. New construction undertaken by contractors is estimated at 
$3,413,000,000 as against $3,032,000,000 last year, and repair construction at 
$379,000,000 as compared with $385,000,CO0 in the preceding year. The larger 
share of repair construction is undertaken by firms or persons not primarily 
engaged in construction work. 

The distribution of construction work between building and engineering is 
expected to remain almost the same in 1955 as in 1954, building construction 
accounting for $3,111,000,000 or 61.51  of the total this year as against $2,892,-
000,000 or 61.7 last year. Engineering construction is estimated at $1,948,. 
000,000 versus $1,798,000,000. 

In the building branch, residential construction is expected to show the lar-
gest increase this year, to $1,512,000,000 from $1,391,000,000 in 1954. Other 
types of building construction are also expected to show increases over last year: 
industrial construction to $378,000,000 from $352,000,000, commercial construction 
to$544,000,000 from $541,000,000; institutional construction to $432,000,000 from 
368,000,000; and other kinds of buildings to $246,000,000 from $240,000,000. 

In the engineering category, gas and oil facilities are expected to register 
the largest advance this year, to $323,000,000 from $263,000,000 in 1954, 
followed by road engineering to $510,000,000 from $470,000,000, and marine 
construction to $114,000,000 from $81,000,000. Other engineering construction 
expected to show increases this year are: waterworks and sewage systems, to 
$154,000,000 from $142,000,000; electric power construction to $372,000,000 
from $358,00,000; and railway, telephone and telegraph construction to $294,-
000,000 from $286,000,000. Dams and irrigation construction is expected to 
remain at the 1954 level of $42,000,000, while other engineering construction 
is expected to decrease to $138,000,000 from $156,C00,000. 
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Increases in the value of construction over last year are expected in all 
industries or sectors except wholesale and retail trade, where the decline is 
estimated at 2.47.. Estimated percentage increases are: agriculture and fish-
ing, 1.87.; forestry, 9.67.; mining, quarrying and oil wells, 277.; construction, 
11.37.: manufacturing, 27,: utilities, 67.; finance, insurance and real estate, 
8.4% connerciaJ. services; 3.17.: housing, 8.67.; institutional services, 17.57.; 
and government departments, 7.67.. 

The value of construction work is expected to be greater this year in all 
provinces except Manitoba and Saskatchewan. In Newfoundland the increase will 
be to $74,798,000 from $60,706,000 in 1954; in Prince Edward Island to $16,221,-
000 from $14,535,000; in Nova Scotia to $144,206,000 from $137,178,000; in New 
Brunswick to $144,406,000 from $110,822,000; in Quebec to $1,183,706,000 from 
$1,131,852,000; in Ontario to $1,909,917,000 from $1,740,030,000; in Alberta 
to $586,257,000 from $534,119,000 and in British Columbia to $520,618,000 from 
$450,931,000. In Manitoba the decrease will be to $233,292,000 from $235,864,-. 
000 in 1954, and in Saskatchewan to $245,517,000 from $273,662,000. (1) 

PROVINCIAL F I N A N C E 

Revenue And Expenditure 	Net general revenue of Canada's ten provincial 
Of Provincial Governments governments in the fiscal year ending March 31, 

1956, calculated from information derived from 
the estimates and budget speeches presented to the provincial legislatures last 
Spring, is estimated at $1,358,000,000 compared with $1,311,000,000 estimated 
for the previous fiscal year, the Bureau reports in its annual sary of 
estimates of revenue and expenditure of provincial governments. Net  combined 
ordinary and capital 'penditure, on the same basis, is estimated at $1,505,-
000,000 compared with $1,353,000,000 estimated for 1954-55. 

The total yield of taxes is estimated for the current year at $553,000,-
000, up from $534,000,000 estimated for the previous year. On the other hand, 
estimated provincial revenue under the federal tax rental agreements totals 
$320,000,000 against $327,000,000. This drc ,3 is due to the slight decline 
in gross national product in 1954, the tax ..ental payments being affected 
by the previous year's gross national product per capita. PriviLeges, 
licences and permits are estimated at $30..000,000 compared with $262,000,-
000 and liquor profits at $119,000,000 against $117,000,000 in the previous 
year's estimate. 

On the expenditure aide, transportation and communications accounts for 
$432,000,000 of the estimated total as against $370,000,000 estiiated for 
1954-55. Health and social welfare expenditures are placed at an aggregate 
$364,000,000 against $335,000,000, and education at $300,000,000 compared 
to $247,000,000. Estimated expenditures on natural resources and primary 
industries are also up to $118,000,000 as against $li. ,OOO.000. 



I. 	" A N C 

iellmlnary compilations of actual results in the fiscal year 195455, 
H 	Led in the Bureau's report, show a rise in net general revenue for rce 
'u governments to $1,380,000,000 from $1,33,0')C,000 in 1953-54 &nd in net 
'neral expenditure (axciuding debt retirement) to $1,409,000,000 from $1,- 

7 ()':t)0O, 	7hesw tor.iIs comp.ir with $1,0 7 6,600,000 revcnje aH $1,.073,- 
!€ 	 year 111-52 

F 	H.. 	. 	the tisedi year 	94-5 is OXPOCLQ 0 H. ')U[L 

;'.,CU'.,UJU up icum $6,00,000 in 953-54. Returns from sazes taxes on 
eler fuel and oL. were up to $23 7 ,000,000, according to the preliminary 
igures, from S22,000,00 the previous year and $182,000,000 in i951-52, 
File the yLld of general sales taxes increased to $127,000,000 in 195-55 
•om $108000,00 in 1953-54 and $91,000,000 three yeaxs earlier. Payments 

F oler tcdtrdl tax rental agreement3 amounted to $327,000,000 in 195405 
athst $309,000,000, while priv1ges )  licences and permitr yielded a re 
.ed $315,000,000 compared to $331,000,000 and liquor profits were down 

y to $123,000,000 from $125,000,000,, 

F .perdftute on transportation and coimanications increased to $3e,000,- 
195-55 from $353,000,000 the previous fiscal year and the previous 

:gh of $367,000,00C for 1932-53 	Total outlays on health and iocial elfare 
.e to $351,000,000 from $313,000,000, continuing their itea.dy upwaró climb. 
':.jcation expenditures showed the same continued ad"&nce wich a rise 
29,000,000 from 4234,000,000 tl.e previous year ano compared 4itt $196,300,-
0 in 1951-52.. Debt retirement out of current account, on he other hand, 
. down to $62,000,000 from $81,000,000 in 195354, 

t. !ht of the ten provinces are expected to have larger net general 
tuves in 195455 than in the previous year, the two excettions being 
.isRatchewan and Alberta, and all without exception to hsve 1aret nor general 

1J 

M . 	r 	t 	1' J R 	I 	t"I 

h i 	. 	 C.'r4dj.n manufacturers scl.d 54 ,6 7 b rcho 	F[1(I 30, ,  
03 t'ievi.loo :tce1v1n8 note In April as compared 
with 39,282 radios and 26,349 televisIons soli in 

the sam* month last year. TV dolar sales increased to $9,350,01 from $9,231,. 
25 a yer earlier, and the factory vatut of radios uo.d to $3,402,961 from 

82,349, 

epill ptoduction of TV sets incrseed this year to 45,753 from 29,503 
but output of radior declined tr 40,108 from 48,240, Aprfl..encl 

'ent.orie of TV sets rose tr 10387 thifl year from 85, 1.89 ladt yew, while 
)'Sr of radios decreased to 155,835 from 24,620. 

the Iir'it four months of 195 TV production roai to 256654 es fr"t 
in the January-April period of 1954, and sales ldvanced to 195,831 

tk from 136,723. Jarivary-AprU output of radios fen ,  tc' 147,652 eet this 
.ir from 194,506 lost yea, but (our month sales intreased to 160,057 sets 
n y 	 7 71. 	e j , 
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Production Of Motor Vehiclee Canada's automobile factories turned out 44,173 
Sharp1y in J'ie 1  6_Mon.a passenger care and 11,785 commercial vahicles 

in June, a sharp increase over last ye5  re-
duced June output of 24,349 passenger cars and 5,919 :onercial vehicles, 
according to preliminary figures published by the Dominion Beau of Statistics. 
For passenger care it Wa; the fourth increase over a year earlier in as many 
rtor.t.hs; for commercial vehicles it was the third coi'.secutive inctese. In 
the first half of 1955 a total of 231,644 passenger cars and 49,068 commercial 
vehicles rolled off Candian assembly lines as compared with 196,994 passenger 
cars and 48,874 commercial vehicles in t.e Ja.u.ryJune period of 1954. Corn-
pared with the peak output tn the first half of 1953, some 25,142 more pas-
senger cars and 28,128 fewer coercial vehicles were produced in the January-
Tune period this year. (s-) 
Moe Vneers 1  flywood.s b. May Canadian manufacturers produced and shipped 

more veneers and plywoods in May and the first 
five months this year than in the correspond-

ing periods of 1956., the Ôominian &trea. of Statistics reports. May-end 
stocks of veneers were smaller than a year el.iec but stocks of plywoods were 

Output of veneers increased to 8,688,0C square feet from. 61,702,000 th 
May and to 421855,000 square feet from 344!85,(C' in the five months. Ship-
xuents rose to 85,311,000 square feet from 63,704,0i0 in the month and to 420,- 
33,000 square feet from 338,007,000 in the Januay-May period. May-end 

st'- ca decreased to 29,048,090 square feet from 52,478,000 last year. 

Production of plywoods increased to 96,046,000 square feet from 73,138,- 
In May and to 456,687,000 square feet from 342,401, CO in the five months. 

Shipments rose to 102,948,000 square feet from 77,221,000 in the month and to 
446,477,000 square feet from 347,777,000 in the J.snuary-May period. May.end 
stocks increased to 57,813,001 square feet from .2,,P,'')0 last year. (5) 

Output Of Coke And Gas Production from coke and g.s plants in Cviada was 
Plc'nt.s Up 7.% In 1953 	valued at $122721,1.5 in. 1933, an tnLrease of 7.7% 

over the 9113,990 ) 070 output of 1952, according to 
t. -  N Bureau' a annual report or, the coke and gets industry. 

Production of coke increased to 4252,833 tons from 4,056,6 in the 
pdtng year, and the factory value to 964,71,749 from 58,701,11. Out-
put. of gas oae to 	 c 1ifc feet. from 78 	2.1,ii0(', a,d the 
f; to r.y u.• I u 	to 	' 	, 97:', • 	3 fi  

Appent consnpt 	oi .o'ce in 	':d to ' 	, 2 	f.or 	f 
i53 fcorn 4, 	7, 	. 3' Lu 952, white 	.es of 	.ufac.tured g.s decreased to 
?5,878,67:3,0C cubIc feet from 	Re'reroie from ale of 
rn,.-f',irp.1 	teoi r.rj 	 ,:7r 	ft:oir 	, o'.y 
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More Steel Ingots, Pig Iron Canadian production of steel ingots jumped to 
Produced In First Half Year 2,113,90() tons in the first half of this year 

from 1,555,097 tons in the first skx months of 
1954, DBS reports. Half-year output of pig iron climbed to 1,521,229 tons 
from 1,138,072 last year. June production of steel ingots increased to 381,-
898 tons from 264,470, and of pig iron to 284,311 tons from 178,742. (7) 

Rubber Footwear Output 	Total production of rubber footwear by Canadian 
Down Last Year From 1953 manufacturers declined last year to 12,482,461 

pairs of all kinds from 14,092,486 patra in 1953 
and the factory selling value to $30,388,817 from $35,916,401, according to 
an advance compilation by the Bureau from the regular annual reports by manu-
facturers of rubber products. In 1952 the output was slightly lover than in 
1953 at 14,040,272 pairs but the factory value was higher at $39.108,674. 

Output of all-rubber boots was higher in 1954 than in 1953, both in 
quantity and value, with knee, atorinking and hip boots rising to 1,440,028 
pairs valued at $4,735,568 from 1,317,702 pairs at $4,402,361 and lumbermen's 
and other all-rubber boots to 677,567 pairs worth $2,526,038 from 569,605 
pairs valued at $2,346,477. Production of light and heavy rubbers also in-
creased to 3,599,641 pairs with a factory value of $4,359,023 from 3,407,248 
pairs with selling value of $4,074,745. 

Production of other specified kinds of rubber footwear was Lower. Utility 
footwear with canvas or other fabric tops fell to 1,923,691 pairs at $3-
847,525 from 2,855,439 pairs at $5,242,689; overshoes and go1oshs with cloth 
uppers to 902,881 pairs at $3,967,513 from 1,291,957 pairs at $5,963,172; 
all-rubber overshoes and goloshea to 2,987,881 pairs at $8,849,813 from 4,029,-
612 pairs at $11,613,564; boots with rubber bottoms and leather tops to 
85,577 pairs at $660,263 from 132,402 pairs at $965,274; and bottoms for 
leather tops to 189,837 pairs at $512,621 from 226,283 pairs at $567,697. 
Other (unspecified) footwear, increased to 675,358 pairs with factory value 
of $930,453 from 262,238 pairs valued at $558,422. 

More Coke Available In April Coke available for consumption in Canada in- 
creased to 342,750 tons in April from 287,846 

in the same month last year, the total for the first four months increasing 
to 1,324,644 tons from 1,228 ,185 last year. Production rose to 329,779 tons 
in April from 274,535 a year earlier, landed imports to 21,457 tons from 
21,346, and exports to 8,486 tons from 8,035. (8) 

M E R C H A N D I S I N G 

partment Store Sales Up Sales of department stores across Canada averaged 
6.1 higher than a year earlier in the week end-

ing July 2, DBS reports. Sales in Quebec increased 15.57., Ontario 12.57,, 
Alberta 8.67, and Saskatchewan 1.979, but there were decreases of 8.17, in the 
Atlantic Provinces, 6.87 in Manitoba and 2.77. in British Columbia. 
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Chain Store Sales May sales of chain stores across Canada. averaged 2.27. higher 
Advanced In May 	this year at $190,528,000 versus $186,395,000 last year, the 

Dominion Bureau of Statistics reports. This brought the 
total for the first five months of 1955 to $854,926,000,up 49%  from $815,225,000 
in the January-May period of 1954. At the start of May the cost price of chain 
..orc stocks totalled $253,232,000, an increase of 51% cver last year's May 1 

holdings of $241,043,000. 

Sales of chain stores in seven of 11 trades averaged higher this May, the 
sharpest increases over last year being 95% (to $1,326,000 from $1,211,000 in 
hardware and 87. (to $7,902,000 from $7,320,000) La 1raber a.d building materials. 
Grocery and combinatIon food chain stores, which hat.dle the largest volume, had 
May sales of $77,833,000 this year, up 3.97. from $74,931,030 last year. There 
were also increases of 4.67. (to $4,682,000 from $4,478,000 in womea's 1othing, 
4.27, (to $2,816,000 from $2,702,000) in jeweliery, L6°/. (to $15,858,000 from 
$15,615,000) in the variety trade, and 11°!. (to $3,776,000 from $3,736,000) in 
the shoe trade. 

The sharpest decrease in May sales this year was 4.2% (to $1,965,000 from 
$2,051,000) in men's clothing chain stores. Other decilnes were 3.97. (to 
$2,945,000 from $3,065,000) in family clothing chairs, 397, (to $2,719,000 
from $2,828,0001 in drug chains, and 2.5% (to $8,330,000 from $8,542,000) in 
furniture, rio and appliance chains. 

The value of May 1 stocks at cost price was higher this year in seven 
trades: by 10.9% in grocery and combination food chains, 7.6% in variety chains, 
13.5% in men's clothing chains, 7.9% in family clothing chains, 5.9% in women's 
clothing chains, 2.47. in lumber and building materials chains, and 4.5% in drug 
chains. Stocks were unchanged from a year earlier in furniture, radio and 
appliance chains, but were down 0.2% in shoe chains, 0.6% in hardware chains 
and 11.8% in jewellery chains. (9) 

New Motor Vehicle Sales Sales of new motor vehicles LD May :ontinued the sharp 
At New Peaks In May upswing of April to reach new peaks for a month both 

in number of vehicles sold and their retail value, 
according to the Bureau's monthly report. All told, 61,049 new vehl.1ea were 
sold, up from 53,910 in April and 4,788 more than the previous record of 56,621 
units in April 1953, while the retail value of sales climbed to $159,987,000, 
over 11% abo;e the previous record value of $143,713,000 in April this year. 

Most of the month's gain was in passenger carssales. The number of new 
cars sold rose to 52,279 from April's previous record htering 46,002 and was 
up approximately 45% from 36,098 units in May last year. The retail value of 
passenger car sales rose up $135,745,000 from $121,042,000 in April., also showing 
a. gain of approximately 457. over $93,155,000 in May last year. 

Sales of comiercial vehicles, which in previous months 1aged behind 1954 
sales, rose 9.5% in number in May to 8,770 from 8,010 units a year arlier, w - i1e 
the value 1nra3d 'L?% to $24,242,000 from $20 3/c?,C00. 
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Wich the gain3 in April and hay, five-mcrath sales of passar cars rose 
to I09 1 11I units this yar conpa:ced to 154,03 La 195+ but re 3tili below the 
195 total of I7733 units. Cunita.:iva sales of cowdiercial -eitio1es were stil.1 
b.1ow la..t year at 29,131 unIts against 35,0. Cotabtaed sales ac i93,254 unIts 
were up from 189,563 last year b.tt down substantially from 22 -7,964 units in the 
first fiva months of 1953. 

As in previous months, the financiu3 o. sales of n i.iotor vehicles shied 
a taauller gain in May than sales. The nutber of new passenger car sales f.nar&ced 
rose about 30 to 18,lui from 13,910 a year earlier, and the arLouat of fiaancing 
35% to $34,522,000 from 25,511,000. For conercia1 vehicies, the mimber of 
units financed increased 67, to 3,190 from 3,006 and the amount of financing 15.57 
to $7,?93,000 from 6,752,000. 

There were moderate gains in !lay in the financing of used .notor vehicle 
sales, the total nuvtber o.E units financed rising 7.5% to 44,18 from 41,100 last 
year and the araount of financing 5.6 to $36,495,000 from 4,553,000. Passen-
ger car financing acouu.ted for nost of the gains with increases of 8% in number 
and 6.67 in aisount of finaiiog (IC) 

I N D U S T R I A L PRODUCTION 

Industrial Produetiou Refleccing a continuation of the rising tcend of output 
pped 6.69, This 4p-il 	of recent rioriths, Canadas composite index of industrial 

produccLoit for .pri1, according to pre.imLnary figures, 
stood at 258.4, or 6.67 above the Apr11 1954 irtde of 242.4. The manufaccuring 
component of the index rose by 5.5 from 253.5 to 267.4 and the iadex of mineral 
output advanced 11.5% from 182.9 to 203.9. The sub-index measuring production 
of eLetricity and gas registered 268.8, 107, higher than a year ear1er. 

The index of rLon durable manufactures, at 231.1, "as neart7 6% above the 
previous April's 218.9. 0'itput in the cextiles and rubber prod.icts groups 
increased by 21% and 16 resacrivciy, Sxaller gains were recorded in the out-
put of the foods and beverages, tobacco products, paper products, printing and 
pulitishia?, and chemicals groups. 

In ti durable manufactures field, the composite irLdex stood at 324.3 this 
April, 5.47, abze last .prI1's 301 1 .6. Outpuc or non-ferrous LeCa1.s rose by 
137,, whiLe production of wood p':o.klct3 avanced oy 107.. Gahis of .5% over Aoril 
1954 were recorded by the iron and s eel and electrical apoaratvs groups. Volume 
of non-metaiL.c mineral ot.put advanced slightly, while transportation equipment 
showed a small decline despice a cor.sider&ble advance in the production of motor 
vehicles. 

For the first four mor&chs of 1955 the index of industrial production averaged 
21 .3, some 5.17. above the corrc.sprndiag 1054 level. The .na..iufaccurng index 
rose 2.9% to 255.7, the non-durables component advancing 47, from 212.1 to 220.6 
and the dura'les hide:; l.b, from 305./ co SIO.6. The airin; iade, In the four- 
flOfl tit COt tp3::on , 	3vajceJ nu; ly ii 	Ls veal i::cr, 76 .9 to 232 3 



June 30 	June 9 
(1935-39=100) 

239.8 236.2 
247.0 243.5 
204.2 202.2 
250.3 241.0 
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Farm Prices Of Agricultural The index of farm prices of agricultural products 
Products Up Slihtly In May registered 229.5 for May, a slight increase from 

the revised April index of 228.8, the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics reports. Advances in the prices of livestock and some 
grains more than offset reductions in the prices of dairy products and potatoes. 

Provincial indexes increased in May in all except Prince Edward Island and 
New Brunswick. The index in Nova Scotia rose to 286.6 from 281.7 in April, in 
Quebec to 268.7 from 265.8, in Ontario to 253.4 from 253.0, in Manitoba to 211.3 
from 209.0, in Saskatchewan to 180.5 from 177.4, in Alberta to 205.9 from 204.8 
and in British Columbia to 260.4 from 254.8. The Prince Edward Island index 
fell to 30....2 from 363.9 and the New Brunswick index to 290.8 from 315.4 The 
indexes are on the base of average 1935-39 prices equalling 100. (11) 

Prices Of Commodities Aid Services The composite index of prices of coninodities 
Used By Farmers Increaaed In April and services used by farmers, including farm 

living costs, registered 225.7 (average 1935-
39 prices equal 100) in April, up 2.37, from 220.6 in January and 0.27. from 225.3 
in April last year. Exclusive of the farm family living component, the index 
showed 240.3, up 3.77. over January and 0.47. over April last year. 

January-April increases mostly reflected seasonal changes in farm wage rates, 
the index for this series jumping 13,77.. Eastern wage rates showed a gain of 
5.27., and western wage rates an advance of 26.97,. 

The farm price of farm operating equipment and materials decreased 0.57. 
between January and April, reflecting declines of 9.5% for binder twine, 2.7% 
f or seed, and minor decreases for machinery, building materials and hardware. 
Feed registereu .n increase of 0.97., but prices of gasoline, oil and grease, 
and compounded fertilizer remained steady. 

The farm living index receded a slight 0.57. between January and April this 
year from 203.9 to 203.8, and was 0.27. lower than in April last y'ar, when the 
index registered 204.2. An 0.77, reduction in food prices and an 0.3% decline 
in household equipment prices outweighed increases of 1.17. in health maintenance 
costs, 0.4% in clothing prices, 0.5,.in fuo. prices and 0.2% in miscellaneous 
costs in the January-April p.;riod. (12) 

Sec. ?ity Price Indexes 

July 7 

Investors' Price Index 
Total Coimnon Sto:ks .............243.5 
Industrials ...................250.3 
Utilities .....................205.5 
Banks .........................263.5 

Mining Stock Price Index 
Total Mining Stocks . . .. ....... 	125.0 

Golds 	........................75.5 
Base Metals ...................238.3 

	

122.7 	120.6 

	

75.9 	76.1 

	

229.7 	222.6 
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Consumer Price Indexes Declines occurred in the ten regional consumer price 
For 10 Reiona1 Cities indexes between May 2 and June 1, ranging from 0.17, 

for Saskatoon.-Regina to 0.7 for St. John's, New-
foundland, Halifax and Saint John. In the food group price decreases for tea, 
coffee, butter, eggs, and fresh vegetables, particularly potatoes, were general 
in most cities. Increases were recorded, however, for most fruits and meats. 

Changes in clothing took place only in three cities, where sLight declines 
were reported. The June indexes of household operation were affected in some 
cities by the price of coal, which rose in St. John's but fell seasonally in 
Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto, In Vancouver both coal and wood prices showed 
declines. 

Lower prices for automobiles and toilet soap were reflected in moderate 
downward movements in nine city indexes for o er commodities and services. 
Higher inter-city bus fares in Ontario and British Columbia were reflected in 
sub-group indexes for Ottawa, Toronto and Vancouver. Four city shelter indexes 
were unchanged, one advanced 0.17 and increases in other cities ranged from 
0.37, to 0.77.. 

Total indexes for June 1 and May 2, and June 1 group index detail are 
shown in the following table. These indexes show changes in retail prices 
of goods and services in each city. They do not indicate.whethçr it costs 
more or less to live in one city than another. 

Consumer Price Indexes for Regional Cities of Canada 
at the beginning of June 1955 (base 1949=100) 

Total Indexes 	Group Indexes - June 1, 1955 

Other 
May 2 June 1 Household Commodities 
1955 1955 Food Shelter Clothing Operation & Services 

St. John's* 105.0 104.3 103.9 108.6 100.7 101.4 106.5 
Halifax 115.4 114.6 106.2 123.7 114.6 118.9 119.1 
Saint John 118.1 117.3 111.0 125.1 116.1 116.5 124.0 
Montreal 117.0 116.3 112.7 135.8 107.1 114.8 116.8 
Ottawa 117.3 116.9 110.2 133.3 111.1 116.8 119.6 
Toronto 118.9 118.3 109.9 146.4 109.9 114.3 118.6 
Winnipeg 115.6 115.0 109.9 126.0 112.6 113.4 117.5 
Saskatoon-Regina 114.4 114.3 109.6 117.8 114.6 117.8 114.2 
Edmonton-Calgary 114.2 113.8 108.0 121.1 112.5 115.8 117.4 
Vancouver 117.2 116.8 108.6 127.3 112.2 124.9 119.8 

* Index on the base June 1951 = 100. 

M I N E R A L S 

More Asbestos This May Canadian mines shippi 
May as compared with 

brought shipments in the first five months of 
863 tons in the January-May period last year. 
creased to 102,143 tons this year from 87,241 
exports advanced to 371,516 tons from 330,907 

d 107,181 tons of asbestos this 
79,709 tons a year earlier. This 
1955 to 413,849 tons versus 355,- 
May exports of asbestos in-
tons lastyear, and January-May 
tons. (13) 
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Iron Ore Shipments 	Shipments of Canadian iron ore in May totalled 1,474,369 
Up Sharply In May 	cons up nearly 167 °L over the shipments of 552,589 tons in 

May last year, DES reports. The month's sharp rise brought 
cumulative shipments - previously lagging behind 1954 - to 1,960,085 tons as 
against 1,101,873 tons for the first five months last year. Total stocks at the 
end of May were also above a year earlier at 2,093,915 compared to 1,843,352 tons 

The gain in May shipments was in ore for export, which rose to 1,393,998 
tons from 420,337 last year, bringing the five-month total to 1,743,033 from 
802,313 tons. Ore shipped to Canadian consumers was down in the month to 80,-
371 from 132,252 tons and in the five months to 217,052 from 299,560 tons. 

Ontario ore shipments were up in May to 522,077 from 228,368 tons last 
year, making a five-month total of 717,868 against 347,603 tons. Ontario ore 
shipped to Canadian consumers increased in the month to 46,190 tons from 
15,857 tons last year and in the January-May period to 182,457 from 84,310 tons. 
Total shipments from other provinces nearly tripled in the month to 952,292 
tons from 324,221 a year ago and in the five months aggregated 1,242,217 
against 754,270 tons, export shipments climbing to 918,111 from 207,826 tons in 
May and to 1,207,622 from 539,020 tons in the five months. (14) 

Less Copper More Nickel 	Canadian production of new primary copper declined 
Produced In May This Year 	for the second month in a row in May to 25,605 

tons from 27,832 tons in May last year, but in-
creases in the first quarter put the total output in the first five months of 
1955 at 128,824 tons, appreciably above last year's January-May production of 
118,806 tons. Output of refined copper was again over the 1954 level in May 
at 23,922 tons versus 23,012, and January-May production totalled 117,535 
tons versus 93,455 last year. 

Nickel production in May maintained its long-continued gains over a year 
earlier, totalling 15,250 tons versus 1',364. Output in the first five months 
amounted to 72,123 tons as against 64,262 tons in the January-May period of 
1954. (15) 

TRANSPORTATION 

February Deficit Of Airlines February operating revenues of Canada's air-
Decreased Slightly This Year lines increased more sharply than operating 

expenses this year, but the latter still exceed-
ed the former by $1,082,617 as compared with last year's February deficit of 
$1,182,540. The loss was all chalked up against scheduled carriers, who 
operated $1,083,633 in the red this February as compared with $1,073,380 in the 
red a year earlier. Non-scheduled operators showed a surplus of $1,016 as 
compared with a loss of $109,160 last year. 

With increased revenues from passengers, goods, excess baggage and bulk 
transportation services outweighing decreased mail revenue, total operating 
revenues rose to $7,411,141 from $6,551,865 in February last year. All 
expenses accc'unts showed increases over a year earlier, the total advancing 
to $8,493,758 from $7,734,405. (16) 
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Caral Trafftc_qp in .Mn Tonnage of freight cleared through Canadas ten 
canals in May increased by more than 23% this year 

to 4,610,561 t.rs from 3,736,311 tons last year. Traffic on the Welland and 
St.. Lawwct ..:',stems was considerably heavier than a year earlier, particularly 
for w'at, rarlui, rye and pulpwood. 

The nwxber of 1;essels incrE:as€d to 3,641 from 3,115 in May last year and 
total itplctrered net tonnage rose to 4,520,704 tons from 3,767,3q2, The number 
of pase.nger3 carried throug" carals icreased t.o 1,321 from 1,26 a year 
eariie.r, and the number of pleasure craft cleared to 2,523 from 2,156. (17) 

Rai lwgy Orerat.ing 1ncome Orerating revenues of 17 Canadian railways with 
A':'cve Last YarIrMac 	annual operating revenues over $500,000 amounted to 

.,915,705 in March, up less than 1% from the 
$94,241,516 total f or 16 railways in March la&t year. Operating Cxpenses in-
crased slight, 	to $84795,22 from $8?,450,983 leaving a net op rating of 
$10.120,413 verc.us $9,825,533 a year earlier. Net  operating income rose to 
$6,992,193 from $5,991,212. 

Reve.ie freight carried Increased 1.4% to 12,947,458 tons from 12,768,310 
in March last year and revenue freight ton miles to 5,043,246,000 from 4,525,-
4l,C0". Revenue passengers carried during March numbered 2,362,230, up 13% 
from 2,330,924 carried in March last year. Revenue passenger miles fell to 
189,810,000 from 196,554,000. (18) 

Frett Carried Revenue freight moved by railways in Canada during 
AX 1354 totalled 145,418,055 tons, down. 6,87 from 156,-

107,052 tons in 1953, according to the Bureau 3 s annual 
sury of monthly railway traffic report.. 

Wheat shipments accounted for most of the decline and fell by 6,981.975 
tons to 11,492,819 in 1954. Other decreases occurred in oats, down 720,896 
tonA. to 2,469,94; barley, dc.m 736,282 tons to 3,401,583; anthracite coal, 
down 135,742 tons to 2,174,688; bituminous coal down 155,167 tons to 15,-
386205; logs, piling, poles, posts and tiee, down 237,153 tons to 1,852,656; 
gasotns, down 246, 7 89 tons to 3,742,848; iron and steel (bar, pip, etc.,), 
doim 1,098395 tons to 2,308,927; cement., down 124,914 tons to 2,330,930; 
and freight in lees than carload lots, down 511,255 tons to 2,201,960. Most 
important. increases were pulpwood, up 240,887 tons to 6,097,257; wood-pulp, 
up 134,858 tons to 2,209,816; newsprint paper, up 118,205 tons to 3,981211; 
and paper'board, puiphoard and wall-hoard, up 183,791 tons to 952,652. 

Of the rotal freIg'i carried In 1954, 112,298,467 tons were loaded at 
stations in Canada, down 6.5% from 120,059,931 in 1953; receipts from foreign 
connectionx to Canadian points declined 7.9% to 17,819,456 tone from 19,356,-
885; and in'.ranit f"eight. fell 8.3% to 15,300.132 tons from 16,690,236. 

MORE 
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Mine products accounted for 36.8% of the freight loaded in Canada during 
19+, manufactures and miscellaneous freLght for 26.8, agricultural products 
for 20.97., forest products for 12.97., animals and anma1 products for 1.1% and 
freight in less than carload lots for 1.57.. Wheat loadings were down by 7,-
200,000 tons to account for most of the drop in loadings. Oats fell 800,000 
tons to 2,375,813 and barley declined 600,000 tons to 3,352,390 but bituminous 
coal increased 600,000 tons to 11,583,090. 

Newfoundland loadings fell 4.57. to 1,148,093 tons from 1,202,044. Loadings 
in Prince Edward Island increased slightly to 296,338 tons from 294,676. Data 
for Nova Scotia shows 9,401,113 tons loaded in 1954 as against 9,434,283 one 
year earlier, down 0.47.. Loadings in New Brunswick increased 15.37. to 4,105,-
558 tons from 3,559,222, while Quebec loadings rose 14.77. to 20,705,415 tons 
from 18,045,029. In Ontario 34,637,419 tons were loaded, 12.8% below the 
39,718,173 in 1953. Loadings in Manitoba fell 3.37. to 7,043,262 tons from 
7,283,576. In Sas..atchewan 12,759,920 tons of freight were loaded, down 21.67. 
from 16,278,641 with wheat reduced to 5,942,121 tons from 9,515,664. Data for 
Alberta shows 11,014,527 tons loaded, down 18.67. from 13,532,072. Wheat load-
ings in Alberta fell to 2,533,868 tons from 3,440,947. In British Columbia 
loadings increased 4.47. to 11,186,822 tons from 10,712,215. (19) 

FOOD & A G R I C U L T U R E 

Strawberry, Raspberry ,  Reports on crop conditions during the latter part of 
And Cherry 	Cropffi June received by the Bureau indicate strawberry crop 

for all Canada about the same size as last year and 
somewhat larger crops of raspberries and cherries. 

Increases were expected in strawberry production for each of the Maritime 
Provinces, with a total of about 2,500,000 quarts, up 285,000 quarts from 1954. 
Production in Ontario was forecast at 7,815,000 quarts, down from 7,992,000 
quarts last year, and in British Columbia at 8,949,000 against 9,209,000 
quarts. With these decreases outweighing the Maritimes gain, the anticipated 
aggregate production for the three regions was moderately under last year at 
19,300,000 against 19,500,000 quarts. Forecasts were not availabLe for 
Quebec, where the crop was not sufficiently far advanced for an estimate at 
date of reporting. 

In the case of raspberries, indications placed the crop in the Maritimes, 
Ontario and British Columbia together at 13,100,000 quarts as agaLnst 12,-
500,000 quarts last year. By far the major portion of this crop is grown in 
Ontario and British Columbia, with the latter the larger producer. Both in 
Western Ontario and the Fraser Valley conditions in the latter part of June 
were favourable. It was too early for a forecast for Quebec. The June out-
look for cherries in Ontario and British Columbia was for a crop of some 
538,000 bushels, up 87, from 498,000 bushels in 1954. The Ontario crop was 
expected to be slightly smaller and the British Columbia crop substantially 
1arter. 	(20) 
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Canners Contracted For Canadas conmercia1 canners have contracted for 
Larger Acreages This Year 	larger acreages of asparagus, beans, corn, peas 

and tomatoes this year than in 1954, according to 
the annual survey by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

With increases in all growing provinces the asparagus acreage contracted 
for rose 87 to 1,610 acres from 1,540 last year, the third advance in a row. 

Contracted bean acreages were smaller this year in Alberta and British 
Columbia but increases in other gr.wing provinces put the total 127 above the 
1954 acreage at 9,160 acres versus 8,160. 

The acreage of corn contracted for rose for the second year running, the 
total of 39,800 acres surpassing last yeir's 33,560 acres by 19%. All growing 
provinces showed increases. 

With gains in all growing provinces the contracted acreage of peas rose 
to an all-time record of 60,960 acres this year, 28% above last years 47,-
800 acres. 

The contracted acreage of tomatoes was smaller this year in British 
Columbia but increases in other growing provinces brought the national total 
to 35,590 acres, 20% above the 1954 acreage of 29,580 acres and the largest 
since 1952. (21) 

Visible Supply Of Canadian Wheat Visible supply of Can*dian wheat in store 
or in ..rnnsit in North .erica was 349,328, 

000 bushels on June 29, up from 341,341,000 a week earlier bt.c slightly under 
last year's 349,430,000 bushels. 

Overseas exports of wheat during the wl3ek ended June 29 totalled 3,594,-
000 bushels versus 2,747,000 in the corresponding week last year, bringing 
cumulative exports in the currant crop year to 188,.77,000 bushel• versus 
182,664,000 a year earlier. 

Prairie farmers marketed 13,022,000 bushels of 	e.t in the week ended 
June 29, down from 13,802,000 in the preceding ueek L t up from 11,074,000 
in the corresponding week last year. 

Cumulative crop year marketings were off to 245,322,000 bushels from 
336,629,000 a year earlier. Marketings of oats were dawn in the laceec week 
and the cumulative period this year, but marketings of bar.ey, rye and flax-
seed were up in both compartsons. (22) 

s Industa In 1953 Shipments of the feeds industry were valued at 
$195,784,881 in 1953, down from the peak output 

of $206,117,118 in 1952 and the first decrease since 1938 

Production of concentrated feeds increased to 229,956 tons from 217,-
689 in 1952, but output of complete livestock feeds decreased to 1,572,822 
tons from 1,622,679. The number of establishments in the industry decreased 
by 20 during 1953 to 1,297. (23) 
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Crop Conditions Across Canada Maritimes.- Throughout the Maritime provinces 
the weether during the past two weeks 

has been hot and dry. 

In Prince Edward Island crops are growing very we, Haying is well under way 
but rain is needed for potatoes. 

About one-half of the Nova Scotia hay crop has been harvested with very good yields 
reported, potato and vegetable crops are showing good 3tands but require moisture, 
while pastures are making little growth because of the dry weather. 

In New Brunswick the conticiuous dry weather has adversely affected pastures, 
grains and other crops in the southern part of the province. Farther north showers 
have kept the soil moist and crops are thriving Haying operations are well under way 
with above-average yields and excellent quality reported. 

Quebec.- The hot, dry weather which has persisted over the greater part of the 
province during the past few weks has been favourable to the har-

vesting of a larger than normal hay crop of good quai. On the other hand, the almost 
general lack of rain has reduced grain harvest prospects, which were very promising 
in June. Second growth in meadows has been slow and pasture yields have decreased 
causing a reduction in the milk flow. 

An exception to these conditions is the .Abitibi-Temiscamingue district, where 
weather and crop conditions are ideal. Truck crops still present a fine appearance 
but would benefit greatly from a good rain. 

Early vegetables are yielding well in the Montreal district and the Richelieu valley 
but in Missiquoi the green pea crop, harvest of which is about completed, Is below 
normal. Apple growers are anticipating a bumper crop of excellent quality, spraying 
having been done at the right time. 

The strawberry crop is finished In the Montreal district and coming to an end 
around Quebec where the yield is estimated at about one-third of the usual harvest. 
Unless there Is prolonged rainfall soon there will be a small raspberry crop in the 
Three Rivers-Joliette district. Flue-cured tobacco is showing excellent growth. 

Ontario.- With the exception of a few local areas, most of southern Ontario is 
suffering from a prolonged hot, dry period. Pastures are drying up 

badly, milk flow has dropped considerably, and many farmers are now feeding hay and 
ensilage to cattle. Haying operations vary from completed in the most southern coun-
ties to just started in northern Ontario. Although dry weether has reduced hey yieldi, 
the crop has been saved in generally excellent condition,. 

Harvesting of fall wheat is under way in southern districts, with above-average 
yields and good quality reported. Prospects for spring graha, however, have deter-
iorated and the crop is heading rapidly, with the straw very short on many fields. 
Row crops are not suffering as much as cereals from drought. Rein is needed im-
mediately in many areas to half further serious deterioration, 

MORE 
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Prairie Provinqes. 	Recent rainis have maintained good crop prospects over the 
greater part of the Prairie Provinces. With the major ex-

ception of the Peace River District, moisture supplies are now generally adequate. 
Crop development has been rapid and is generally in advance of last year, with early-
seeded crops coming into head in most areas. However, in a number of districts, part-
icularly where surface flooding occurred earlier this season, crops are considerably 
later than normal for this time of the year. Hail damage has been fairly widespread 
in Saskatchewan but relatively light in Manitoba and Alberta. 

To date, rust does not appear to be a serious threat, except possibly to late-sown 
crops. An excellent hay crop is being harvested in most sections of Manitoba but hay-
ing has been hampered in many parts of Saskatchewan by excessive moisture. Hay 
crop prospects vary from fair to good in Alberta, 

British Columbia.- Moderate temperatures have prevailed throughout British 
Columbia during the past two weeks. Rain is reported in most 

areas and has interfered considerably with haying. In general, all crops are about two 
to three weeks later than normal. 

Crop prospects are variable according to local conditions. The outlook for cereals 
is fairly good but hay crops are light in many areas. Weather conditions have retarded 
the Fraser Valley berry crops and on Vancouver Island the movement is mostly to 
processors. To date, only three carloads of strawberries have been moved to prairie 
markets from this area compared with a normal movement of about thirty cars. (24) 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 

More Motor Vehicles There were 3,644,589 motor vehicles registered In Canada 
ered Las Y—Mr last year, 213,917 or 6.2% more than in 1953, according to 

- 	 the Bureau's preliminary report. The increase compared with 
one of 274,848 or 8.7% in 1953. Licenced passenger automobiles numbered 2,682,430 
In 1954 versus 2,513,754 in 1953, average population per passenger car decreasing to 
5.7 from 5.9. Average population per motor vehicle declined to 4.2 from 4.3 in 1953. 

The number of motor vehicle regietrationr increased last year in all parts of 
the country. Numerically, the largest gain was in Ontario, where the number rose by 
83,861 or 6% to 1,489,980. Percentagewise, the sharpest increase was in Newfoundland, 
where the total rose by 4,847 or 16.4% to 34,423. 

Increases in the other provinces and the territories were: Prince Edward Island, 
562 or 2.8% to 20,848; Nova Scotia, 3,523 or 2.7% to 133,087; New Brunswick, 5,144 
or 5.5% to 99,058; Ouebec, 56,259 or 9.1% to 674,114; Manitoba, 6,819 or 3.3% to 
210,471; Saskatchewan, 9,869 or 3.8% to 267,373: Alberta, 19,729 or 6.2% to 338,541; 
British Columbia, 22,881 or 6.5% to 371,711; and the Yukon and Northwest Territories, 
423 or 9.3% to 4,983. (25) 
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DBS N W S NOTES 

More Cars The ni.uriber of pasoner 
cars reristered in Cana- 

da increased to 2162,430  last year 
from 2,513,754 in 1953. 

Fewer ilotorçycles The niwiber of 
motorcycles reg-

istered in Canada decreased to 37,-
665 last year from 40,177 in 1953. 

New Citizens Certificates of Cana- 
dian citizenship were 

granted to 73 persons who formerly 
owed allegiance to the Netherlands 
in 1954, more than twice as many as 
in 1953,  when 352 persons from the 
Netherlands were male citizens. 

Provincial i)ebt Total net direct 
and indirect debt 

of Canada's ten provinces averaged 
240.13 per capita at the end of 

March last year, and ranged from a 
low of 499.22 per capita in Alberta 
to a high of 4347. 81 per capita in 
Ontario. 

July 5, 1955 

Conruction Record The total val- 
Expe - I This Year ue of new and 

repair const-
ruction to be put in pl ce this year 
is estimated nt c.5,059, 000,000, some 
369,0O0,000 or more than the 

1954 recofd. 

More Trucks There were 838,163 mo- 
tor trucks registered 

in anacia in 1954 as c;pared with 
10 9 452 in 1953. 

More Trailers Licence: were issued 
for 130,790 trailers 

in 1954 versus 161,915 d n 1953. 

Hen's C1othin 	The men's factory 
clothing industry 

is 1aro1y centered in the cities of 
Montreal and Toronto. Montreal ac-
counts for about 33 tLo ni.nber em-
ployed in the industry ant 395 of 
the products shipped, while Toronto 
accounts for about 21 of the ernp10 
ment and 2Qja of the shipments. 

Lower UaJIQ: For 	aes of male farm 
Hale Farm 	help averaged 1,- 

015 per year with 
board at iaid-Fay this year, •,50 less 
than a year earlier and 75 less 
than in 1953. Annual wages without 
board averaged 1,460, some $15 less 
than last year but •310 more than in 
1953. 

Clothing There were 999  concerns 
in the 'iomen's and child-

ren's factory clothing industries in 
1953, and of these 927 were located 
in uebec and Ontario, mainly in the 
cities of Montreal and Toronto. The 
two cities together accounted for 

of the employment and %% of the 
factory shipments. 

Bonded Debt. The proportion of the 
Of Provinces bonded debt of the 

ten provinces payable 
only in Canaia fell to 63.4  in 
1953, the smallest proportion since 
1946 (the post-war peak tas 73.l in 
1950). The proportion payable in 
New York only increased to in 
1953 from 15.1 in 1952 (in both 
194 and 1949 it 'iis nil). r~ iie  pro-
portion payable only in London, ing-
land, has declined steadily since 
the war from 2.2 in 1946 to 0.4 in 
1953. The proportion payable in 
London and Canada tas '. ichanged in 
1953 (0.1) but the proportions nay-. 
able in New York and Caada (11.2%) 
.nd th London Now York and Canada 
(6.i,.) were fower than Ln any other 
year 3lflCO the war1 
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