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HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE I 	AUG 121955 

I PROPERTY OF THE 
Ar- culture: Canadian farmers this year seeded th% sma 	1;4t ac age 

since 1943 and the smallest rye acreage since 	 ons 
were offset by a record barley acreage and sharply increased acreages of 
oats and flaxseed. Farmers also seeded more mixed grains, corn for grain, 
dry beans, potatoes, tame hay arid fodder corn, less buckwheat, dry peas, 
soybeans, field roots and sugar beets than in 1954... This ycarts  crops of 
apples, pears, plums and prunes, peaches, apricots, cherries, loganberries 
and grapes are estimated above 1954  yields. (Pages 2 & 4) 

	

. 	S 	S 

Fo:1: Wheat flour production was up slightly in the August-June period of 
the 1954-55 crop year... Stocks of creamery butter and cold storage and fro- 
zen eggs in nine regional centrs were larger at the start of August this 
year but holdings of cheese were down slightly from last. year... Stocks of 
canned peaches were substantially above last year's level at the end of June. 

(Pages 3 & 4) 

	

S 	S 	S 

Merchandis: Department store sales averaged 11.8% above the 1954 level in 
last week of July... With gains in 9 of 11 trades, chain store sales aver-
aged 8 .3%0 above last year's level in June... Sales of farm implements and 
equipnent were down 3 last year, with the sharpest decreases in the Prair-
ies. Sales of repair parts dropped 14%. (Paes 5 & 6) 

	

S 	S 

Prices: Slight increases in the costs of food and shelter outweighed do- 
j.ines in the costs of household operation and other cormiodities and ser-

vices to boost the consumer price index to 116.0 at July 2 from 115.9 at 
June 1... Wholesale prices of 30 industrial materials averaged 0.5% higho 
on July 22 than on June 30, the main increases being in r- - w rubber ani lin-
seed oil... Prices of farm products at terminal markets averaged 2.1% less 
on July 22 than on June 30, with decreases recorded in both field and animal 
products... Corrunon stock prices averaged 4.6% higher at July 28 than at the 
end of June. (Pages 7 & ) 

	

S 	S 	S 

Production 	Nith gains of 1 in electricity and gas, 7.6,6 in maflu.CUXJ-1IL 

and 6.5% in mining, Canada's iridust.rial production averaged 7. . above last 
year's level in May. Tally for the first five months: gains of 13% in mm-. 
ing, 11.6% in electricity and gas, and 3.% in manufacturthg for an average 
increase of 5.6%. (Page 10) 

0 	• 

Labour: Industrial employment increased 3.7% during May and the June 1 level 
was 2 5 2% above a year earlier. Gains were recorded in all provinces, the 
increases over May 1 ranging from 2.3% in Ontario to 9.1 in Newfoundland. 

(Page 11) 
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Smaller Wheat And Rye Acreages Preliminary estimates of 1955 field crop acreages 
i_ Year But Others Increased indicate that Canadian farmers seeded the smallest 

wheat acreage since 1943 and the smallest rye acre-
age since 1947, but that reductions in these two crops and sunimerfallow are offset by 
a record barely acreage and sharply increased acr.3ages of oats and flaxseed. Other 
crops with increases in area over 1954  are mixed grains, corn for grain, dry beans, 
potatoes, tame hay and fodder corn. In addition to winter wheat, spring wheat and fall 
rye, smaller acreages have been seeded to buckwheat, dry peas, soybeans, field roots 
and sugar beets. The direction of the shifts in acreages among major grains was Indicated 
by the Bureau's March 1 survey of farmers 1  acreage intentions but an unusually late 
seeding season throughout most of the Prairie Provinces increased the extent of the 
shift from wheat to coarse grains and flaxseed and resulted in a smaller decrease in 
suimaerfallow acreage than originally planned. 

For Canada as a whole, the area seeded to the 15 spring-planted crops 
included in this report is estimated at 47.7 million acres compared with 46.3 million 
in 1954 and the ten-year (1944-53) average of 47.4 million. An additional 24 million 
acres is in sumrnerfallow in the Prairie Provinces, a decrease of 1.3 million acres 
or 5% from last year's record area. Total acreage in the 15 spring-planted crops, 
together with winter wheat, fill rye, tame hay and summerfaUow anounts to 83.8 
million acres, practically unchanged from last year's 83.7  million. Acreage estimates 
for 1955 are, with some estimates for 1955 are, with some exceptions, based on returns 
from the Bureau's annual June average survey and have been i.iade in consultation 
with the officials responsible for agricultural statistics in each of the provinces. 
Data on sugar beets have been supplied by the processing companies and, in most cases, 
allowance has been made for acreage abandoned to date. As in former years, current 
estimates are subject to revision in the light of further information obtained during 
the season and when marketing and other check data become available after the end of 
the crop year. 

One of the largest shifts in crop acreage in recent years has taken place 
in the Prairie Provinces where estimated reductions of 2.6 million acre in wheat 
and 1.3 million in summerfallow from 1954 have been accompanied by increases of 2.1 
million acres in barley, 1.1 million in oats and 0.8 million in flaxseed. The sharp 
reduction in wheat area in the Prairies has resulted in lowering the all-Canada acre-
age for this crop to 21.5 million acres, the smallest since 1943 when O1I1:T 16.7 million 
acres were seeded. The 1955  total acreage of spring and winter wheat 13 l] below 
last year's 24,3 million and 14% below the ten-year average of 25.0  rijilion acres. 

In the Prairie Provinces the wheat area is placed at 20.8 million acres 
11% down from last year's 23.4 million. Most of the decrease from last year took 
place in Saskatchewan where the area is estimated at 13.1 million acres compared 
with 15.5 million last year and the ten-year average of 15.0 million. Saskatchewan 
also had the largest proportional decrease, 15, while Alberta's acreage, estimated 
at 5.7 million acres, and Manitoba's, at 1.9 million, showed decreases of 3  and 42, 
respectively. The area of winter wheat in Ontario, the principal producing area for 
that crop, is estimated at 582,000 acres, 18 below the 1954 level and U below the 
ten-year average of 656,000 acres. 

(More) 
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The area seeded to oats is placed at 11.2 million acres, 1(Y above last year's 
10.2 million but 3% below the ten-year tverage of 11.5 r.dllion acres. Practically all 
of the increase is in the Prairie Provinces where the total oats acreage is estimated 
at 7.8 million acres, 16% above the 1954 area, A slight increase occurred in Ontario 
where this year's acreage is placed at 1.7 million acres. 

After last year's reduction, Canadian farmers this year seeded a record barley 
acreage, estimated at 9.9 million acres. This exceeds the previous record of 8.9 million 
in 1953 and is 26% above last years  area of 7.9 million acres and 3 above the ten-year 
average of 7.2 million. As with oats, the greatest increase occurred in the Prairie 
Provinces where barley acreage is estimated at 9.6 million acres. 

The combined area seeded to i'aU and spring rye is placed at 778,900 acres, 
9% below the 1954 area of 850,000 acres and 33% below the ten-year average of 1.2 
million. In the Prairie Provinces, the largest producting area, total rye acreage is 
estimated at 707,000 acres, 6% below 1954. 

The largest proportional increase in acreae seeded to an individual crop in 
1955 has taken place in flaxseed, currently estimated at almost 2.0 million acres, 65% 
above the 1954  level of 1.2 million a -ad the largest since 1943 when almost 3.0 million 
acres were seeded. All four Western Provinces share in the increase, with the largest 
change in Saskatchewan where the estimated acreage is more than double last year' s 
518,000. 

The acreage seeded to mixed grains is estimated at 1.7 million acres, up 
4% over last year. Most of this crop is grown in Eastern Canada, but practically all 
of the increase over 1954 in the Prairie Provinc.s. The area planted to corn for grain 
has continued the upward trend of recent years, with this year's acr'age estimated at 
514,000 acres, 23% above the 1954 total of 418,000. 

Potato acreage, estimated at 306,300 acres, is up 315 over 1954, but 2 
below the ten-year average of 382,700 acres, all provinces except British Columbia 
sharing in the increase, over last year. (1) 

Wheat Flour Production Down In Canadian production of wheat flour was lower 
June, Up In II Months Of Crop Year in June, amounting to 1,639,457 barrels versus 

1,768,977 in the corresponding month last year 
but there was a small rise in the August-June period to 19,287,445  barrels versus 19,-
205,662 

Wheat milled for flour in June amounted to 7,354,785 bushels versus 7,807,-
008 a year ago, bringing the cumulative total to 85,989,969  bushels versus 84,849,066. 
Flour mill operations in June averaged 68.5% of daily rated capacity. 

Wheat flour exports in June amounted to 849,848 barrels. Total shipments 
for the August-June period of the current crop year totalled 8,517,116 barrels versus 
9,522,841 in the like period of 1953-54.(2) 
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First Estia.tes Of Fruit Crops Throughout most of the fruit growing regions of central 
and eastern Canada there has been little rain since June 

15 and higher than normal temperatures prevailed. 73y the latter part of July this hot, 
dry weather was having adverse effects on fruit crops. Strawberry yields had been reduced 
considerably and the rather favourable outlook earlier in the season was not realized. 
With hot, dry weather at picking time the berries failed to develop in some areas as 
well as would otherwise have been the case. Drought was also blamed for a reduction in 
the raspberry crop. Earlier in the season the outlook had been quite favourable for 
small fruit production in practically all parts of eastern Canada. A generally heavy 
blossom escaped early frost injury and set well. 

In the case of tree friits, plums, prunes and peaches in wesern Ontario 
were reported to be sizing less rapidly than normal due to dry weather. The apple 
and pear crops would only reach the estimated figures if rain were received. Grapes 
in Ontario, however, were not showing any adverse effects from the drought. 

In British Columbia the season was later than usual due to cool, wet weather 
which prevailed until quite recently. In the coastal areas, excess moisture had an 
adverse effect on the strawberry crop although raspberry prospects were good. In the 
interior a recent change in the weather bringing higher temperatures and more sunshine 
was welcomed. Tree fruits in British Columbia were later than usual this year but the 
general outlook was favourable with the earlier prospects for a good crop likely to be 
realized. 

Estimates of this year's fruits crops follow, last year's totals being 
bracketed: apples, 17,646,000 bushels (14,500,000); pears, 1,416,000 bushels (1,261,000), 
plums and prunes, 806,000 (716,000), peaches, 2,601,000 bushels(2,425,000), apricots, 
181,000 bushels (u,oOo), cherries, 525,000 bushels (500,000), strawberries, 22,663,000 
quarts (27,971,000); raspberries, 12,45,000 quarts (12,39,000); logan'oerries, 1,1.63,000 
pounds (1,056,000); ani grapes, 91,993,000 pounds (,76,000). (3) 

Creamery Butter Stocks Larer Stocks of creamery butter in nine regional cities tot Jied 
69,975,000 pounds on Au - ust 1, up from 59,131,000 a month 

earlier and 57,037,000 on August 1 last year. Holdings were larger than a year ago in 
Quebec, Monrea1, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina and Saskatoon, but smaller in Edmonton, Calg;ry 
and Vancouver. 

Nine-city stocks of cheese were 1,356,000 pounds, up from 17,247,000 on July 1 
but dowr slightly from last year's 1,64?,000 pounds. Holdings of cold storage eggs 
amounted to 124,000 cases, down from 167,000 month earlier but up from last year's 117,000 
cases. Stocks of frozen eggs rose to 6,717,000 pounds from 6,179,000 on July 1 and 6,221- 
000 a year ago. (4) 

Canned Peaches The inventory of canned peaches at June 30 amounted to 801,637 dozen 
containers compared to 572,376 dozen a year ago. At tie end of ?.arch 

the holdings stood at 1,542,646 dozen containers. 
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Visible Supplies Of Whesit Lower Visible supplies of Canadian wheat on July 20 tot- 
alled 360,740,000 bushels, moderately above the 

preceding week's 355,619,000 bushels but down from last year's 366,963,000. Prairie 
farmers marketed 12,671,000 bushels of wheat during the week, down from 13,0,000 a 
year ago, but overseas export clearances rose to 5,701,000 bushels from 4,754 ,000.(5) 

NE a C H A MDI SING 
Farm L'plement & Eguiaent The wholesale value of sales of farm implements and 
Sales Off By 32% Last Year equinent dropped by more than 32% last year to $146,702,- 

695 from 123 8 ,050,354 in 1953, according to advance figures 
released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The wholesale value of sales of repair 
parts fell by 14% to i27,335,796 from 

Farm implement and eruipment sales values were reduced last year in all 
provinces, the sharpest decreases occuring in the Prairies, where Saskatchewan sales 
fell 53.5% to •37,371,962 from 0,333,503, Alberta sales over 45% to 128 ,017,559 from 
$51,302,523 and Manitoba sales 44.5% to  15,53,264  from 2,030,312. Sales in the 
Maritime Provinces dropped 34% to $4,987,275 from 17,563,69, in Quebec nearly 12% to 
16,942,50 from  $20,57,165,  in Ontario over 13% to $39,360,291 from 445,442,35, in 

British Colnbia 6.5%  to  :4,215,248  from 4,50,606, and in Newfoundland over 4% to 
269,246 from $21,712. 

The sharper drops in the Prairie resulted in a larger proportion of the 
total sales f' other provinces in 1954 than in 1953, the proportion accounted for 
by Newfoundland increasing to 0.2% from 0.1%,  by the Maritime Provinces to 3.4% from 
3.0 1  by Quebec to 11.5% from 8.6%, by Ontario to 26.2% (the largest proportion accounted 
for by any province in 1954) from 19.1%, and by British Coltnbia to 2.9% from 1.9. 
The proportion accounted for by Saskatchewan fell to 25.5%  from 33.7%, by Alberta to 

71% from 21.6% and by Manitoba to 10.6% from 1102% 

Repair part sales values declined last year in all parts of the country ex-
cept Newfoundland (up over 53% to 347,51 from $30,974) and British Columbia (up nearly 
3% to 000,091 from $55,008).  Here again the sharpest decreases weru in the Prairies, 
where sales in Saskatchewan fell rvarly 291 to $7,99,99 from 10,104,946,  in ,Uberta 
22% to $6,025,669 from 07,457,431and in Manitoba 12% to 03,315,757 from 3,963,5. 
Sales declined 4.5% in Quebec to 02,513,373  from  $2,632,097, nearly 3% in the Maritime 
Provinces to $925,354  from $952,502, and over 1% in Ontario to 36,003,045 from $6,091,- 

Saskatchewan accounted for 28.9% of the total sales of repair parts in 1954 
vs7sus 31.2% in 1953, Alberta for 20 versus 23.4%, Ontario for 20 versus 19.1%, 
Manitoba for 12.1 versus 12.5%, Quebec for 9.2% versus 8 .3%, the Maritime Provinces 
for 3.4% versus 3%,  British Columbia for 204 versus 1., and Newfoundland for 0.2% 
versus 0.1% 
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Chain Store Sales Up 3.3% In June Chain store sales rose 0.3, in June to $196,- 
255,000 from 181,274,000 in the corresponding 

month last year. June 1 stocks, at cost, were valued 4.3% higher at 258,581,000 
versus 3247,995,000. Sales gains were posted by 9 of the 11 trades, hardware and 
grocery and combination stores leading with respective increases at 16% and 33%. 
Family clothing store sales declined Z4 and ments clothing 0.1%. 

June sales were as follows by trades: rrocery ani combination stores, $80,... 
278,000 (.j71,043,000 a year ago); variety stores, .,16,778,000 (.16 2076,000); men's 
clothing, (2,014,000 ($2,017,000); farrd.ly clothing, 2,911,000 ($2,96Q,000); women's 
clothing, 35,074,000 ($4,628,000); shoe stores, $4,350,000 ($4 1276,000); hardware, 
31,400,000 (.31,223,000); 1nber and building materials, 38,319,000 (3'077,000); 
furniture, radio and aliance, .9,725,000 ($9,141,000); •irug stores, 32,762,000 
(32,731,000); and jewellery, 33,148 9 000 (32,988,000). (6) 

Department Store Sales Department sotre sales increased 11.8% during the week 
Increased 11.8 In Week ending July 30 as compared with corresponding week last 

year. AU provinces shared in the sales gain, Alberta 
leading with an increase of 24.8%, followed by uebec dth 12%, the Atlantic Pro-
vinces 11.4%, Ontario 11.Z, Manitoba 9,4%, and Saskatchewan 3.2%. 

MANUFA CT URI NG 

Motor Vehicle Production Producti.'n of motor vehicles citinued to increase over a 
Increased Again In July year earlier in July, according to preliminary figures 

released by DBS. The month's output of passenger cars 
rose to 33,882 units from 20,968 in July last year, bringing January-July production 
to 270,194 units versus 217,962. Production of commercial vehicles advanced to 9,-
153 units in July from 5,353 and 58,611 in the 7 months from 54,231, (7) 

Motor Vehicle Shipments Canada's automotive factories shipped 60,882 motor vehicles 
Up In May & Five Months in May, a sharp increase over the 37,234 shipped in May last 

year and also above the May shipments of 50,590 in the record 
year of 1953. This brought total 1955 shipments to 221,436, up from 213.113 in the 
first five months of 1954 but still below the high 1953 level of 233,798. 

Shipments of passenger cars increased to 43,425 in June from 30,135 in 
the same month last year, and to 135,150 in the first five months from 170,605 a year 
earlier. Shipments of commercial vehicles increased to 12,457  from 7,130 in June, 
but decreased to 36,286 from 42,513 in the first five months (8) 

Shipments Of Prirmry Ste1 Shipments of primary shapes by Canadian sLed mills, 
Sha2es Increased InMirch exclusive of producers' interchange, rose in March to 

290,440 net tons from 229,400 a year ago and to 742,-
144 in the January-March period from 674,176. Producers' interchange climbed to 
137,969 tons in March from 101,338  and in the quarter to 376,892 tors from 302,105.(8) 
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Production Of Pig Iron And Canadian production of pig iron and steel in-
Scel Ingots Up Again In July gots increased again in July. The month's 

outp.it of pig iron rose by 53% to 27,089 tons 
from last year's corresponding toti of 174,403 and steel ingots by .397. to 
355,688 tons from 255,328. This brought January-July production of pig iron 
to 1,788,083 tons versus 1,312,475 a year ago and steel ingots to 2,465,147 
tons versus 1,810,425. (10) 

..hi.paents Of Products By Roofing Value of factory shipments of Canada's 
Pa?.r Industry At New High In 1953 roo.ing paper industry reached a new 

high total of $42,774,000 in 1953, an 
increase of 2.3% over the preceding year's $41,814,000, according to the 
Bureau's annual industry report. There were 26 establishments in the in-
dust.ry with 2,477 employees (2,294 in 1952) and salary and wage payments of 
$7,803,000 ($6,736,000). Cost of materials used was $20,315,000 versus 
$19,334,000. 

Factory shipments in order of value were as follows in 1953: asphalt 
shingles, (2,573,000 squares) $19,692,000; tar and asphalt saturated felts 
(46,300 tons) $4,581,500; mineral surfaced roll roof ings (883,800 squares) 
$3,228,600; smooth surfaced roll roof ings (1,057,900 squares) $2,425,600; 
tar and asphalt saturated and coated sheathings (14,200 tons $1,998,300); and 
roll type rag and asbestos felt sidings (302,500 squares) $1,420,800. (11) 

P R I C E S 

Consumer Price Index Almost Unchanged Canada's consumer price index remained 
almost unchanged between June 1 and 

July 2, moving from 115.9 to 116.0, as slight increases in food and shelter 
indexes were partially offset by declines in the household operation and 
"other" conmiodities and services series. 

The food component increased from 111.0 to 111.5 under the influence 
of a sharp increase in the price for eggs and somewhat higher prices for 
most fresh fruits and vegetables and meats. Decreases were registered by 
potatoes, tea and coffee. The clothing index reuained unchanged a 107.8 
as most items registered no change, and the few changes balanced each other. 
Deciases in prices of household appliances Pnd, to a lesserdegree, furn-
iture prices, were mainly responsible for the decline in the household 
operation index from 116.1 to 115.8. Coal prices were up fractionally while 
electricity rates declined slightly. 

The index of "other" commodities ad services moved from 117.8 to 117.7 
as increases in haircuts and some drug items more than outweighed decreases 
in radios and toilet soaps. 	The increase in the shelter index from 129.2 
to 129.6 resulted from small iacreasei in both rent and home-ownership costs. 

(12) 
Consumer PricIndexesJl949=l0Q) 

Other 
Total Household 	Commodities 
Index 	Food 	Shelter Clothing 	Operation 	& Services 

July 2, 1955 116.0 	111.5 	129.6 107.8 	115.8 	117.7 
June 1, 1955 115.9 	111.0 	129.2 107.8 	116.1 	117.8 
July 2, 1954 116.2 	112.1 	126.6 109_6 	117.2 	117.6 
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Wholesale Price Indexes Up In July The weekly composite price index for 30 
iadutrial materials at wholesale ad- 

vaced 0.57, from 236.0 to 237.2 bet.ieen the weeks of June 30 and July 22. 
The advance was due mainly tr higher quotations for raw rubber and linseed 
oil. Otter series contributing to the increase were spruce lumber, tin, 
sisal and steel sheets. Decreases were led by beef hides and hogs, followed 
by lesser declines for oats, raw cotton, steers, raw sugar, bleached sulphite 

aid iron ore 

Canadian farm product prices at terminal markets dropped 2.1% between 
the weeks of June 30 and July 22 to 207.9 from 212.4. Decreases were general 
in both field and animal products as the index for the former series moved 
down 2.17 to 169.4 from 173.0 and the latter 2.27, to 2663 from 251.9. 

In field products, eastern wheat and rye, and western potatoes, flax, 
ha' ard rye were substantially lower, followed by lesser declines for eastern 
potacoes, oats, barley, corn and hay. Lower hog quotations and a sharp 
decline in western lambs were mainly responsible for the drop in the animal 
products index. Other 1 ,rice series in this group to register weakness were 
eggs, steers, lambs and cheese milk in eastern Canada. Western eggs and 
eastern poultry were higher during the period. (12) 

Security Price Indexes July was again a period of strength for common 
Show Strength In July stock prices as gains occurred in all major groups 

and sub-groups of the Bureau's investors' index. 
The composite index rose to 4.6% to 250.8 from 239.8 between the weeks of 
June 30 and July 28. 

In the major groups, the index for 7 bank stocks advanced 9.27 to 273.4 
from 250.3, 14 utilities 4.8% to 214.1 from 204.2, and 78 industrials 47 to 
257.0 from 247.0 Advances among the sub-groups were led by industrial mines, 
power and traction, food and allied products, textiles and clothing, and 
transportation. After a sharp increase in the first week, machinery and 
equipment issues and milling weakened slightly. Building materials were also 
so- 'what below the high reached earlier during the month. 

The composite index for 27 mining stocks moved up 4% over the four-week 
period to 127.6 from 122.7. Gold stocks were fractionally lower at 75.7 versus 
75.9 but 5 base metals rose 7.2% to 246.3 from 229.7. (12) 

Securitjrice Indexes 

Investors' Price Index 	Lu&iLs t 4 

Total Common Stocks .......246.9 
Industrials .............253.1 
Utilities ...............210.3 
Banks ...................269.0 

Mining Stock Price Index 

Total Mining Stocks 	128.9 
Golds ...................774 
Base Metals .............246.9 

July 28 July 7 
(1935-39 = 100) 

250.8 243.5 
257.0 250.3 
214.1 205.5 
273.4 263.5 

	

127.6 	125.0 

	

75.7 	75.5 

	

246.3 	238.3 
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Far.n Prices Of Agricultural Products Canada's index number of farm prices of 
agricultural products for June is esti- 

mated at 229.3, slightly above the revised figure of 229.2 for May and the 
highest recorded si1.ce Aug ist 1954. Higher prices for live stock and poultry 
pr3ducts and eggs slightly offset lower prices for dairy products and potatoes. 

The provincial indexes were as follows: Prince Edward Island, 244.1 
(3021 in Nay); Nova Scotia, 244.8 (261.0); New Bur.iick, 257.5 (21.3); 
Queriec, 211.2 (270.7); Ontario, 256.0 (2541); Manitoba, 214.4 (211.5); 
a3(atchJan, 181.5 (180.4); Alberta, 208.4 (205.8); and British Columbia, 

260.6 (255.i: . 	(13) 

TRANSPORTATION 

Farm Trucks Represent 577. Slightly more than 57%  of the trucks licenced in 
Of MaiLtoba Registrations Manitoba are farm trucks not restricted as to area 

of operation, according to an analysis by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics of 49,789 motor truck registrations in the 
province in the year ending February 28, 1955. 

Just under 36% are town trucks restricted to a radius of 15 miles of place 
of registration, close to 5% are conunercial trucks transporting the owner's 
goods anywhere in the province, and a little more than 27. are public service 
vebicles for hire operations anywhere in the province in accordance with 
operating licence. 

The Bureau's analysis shows that nearly 587. of Manitoba's trucks have a 
gross vehicle w'ight of 2 1/2 to 5 tons. Just under 15% weighed less than 
2 1/2 tons, 13 weig. ed 5 to 7 1/2 tons, 107. weighed 7 1/2 to 10 tons, almost 
37. weighed 10 to 15 tons, and nearly 2% weighed over 15 tons. 

A breakdown of registrations by type of truck shows that box trucks account 
for 37.570 of the total number, pickup trucks for 33.5%, stake trucks for 6.77., 
panel trucks for 5.87., dump trucks for 31%, tractor-trailers for 1.7%, van 
trucks for 1.8%, platform trucks for 0.97., tank trucks for 0.7%, jeep trucks 
for 0.47., me.ro trucks for 0.37., utility trucks for 0.37., mixer trucks for 
0.2%, and other types for about 27.. 

Classification by age showed that most of Manitoba's trucks are post-war 
mod1s, 21,195 being 1946-50 models and 19,294 being 1951-55 models. Trucks 
manufactured in the years 1931-40 numbered 5,041, and those dated 1941-45 num-
herd 3,475. Trucks of pre-1931 vintage numbered 599. The analysis also 
shows that 49,563 of the trucks registered in Manitoba are owned by persons 
or compani.is located in that province. (14) 

Part 2 Of Shipping Report The Bureau released today part 2 of the shipping 
report for the year 1954. It contains statistical 

data on the number and net tonnage of vessels which arrived and departed, the 
cargoes unloaded from foreign countries by Canadian ports, the number and 
gross tons of tugs and number and net registered tons of fishing vessels 
departed from Canadian ports. (15) 



TRA N S PORT AT ION (Continued) 	 Page 10 

Fewer Passengers Carried 	Fewer passengers were carried by urban transit 
!Jrasit Systems In May 	systems in gay, the nuriber dropping to 101,555,663 

from 108,038,517 a year ago. At the same time 
total revenues rose to $9,916,485 from $9,910,214. Passengers carried by 
elec.tric cars fell to 34,666,908 from 40,240,942, to1ley bus to 20,061,471 
from 20,150,573, and motor bus to 46,698,046 from 47,477,329. Charter passeng-
er3 rose to 229,238 from 169,673. (16) 

IDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 

Industrial Production Index Canada's composite index of industrial production 
7.7. Above A Year Earlier 	for May, according to preliminary figures, stood 

at 264.2 or 7.67, above the May 1954 index of 
245.6. All major industry groups shared in the advance. The manufacturing 
component of the index also rose by 7.67. to 273.3 from 254.1. The index of 
mineral output advanced 6.57. as compared with last May to 215.6 from 202.5. 
The sub-index measuring production of electricity and gas stood at 281.1 in May, 
nearly 10% higher than one year ago. 

The index of non-durable manufactures, at 238.8, was more than 6% above last 
Nay's 224.9. Output in the textiles group advanced by nearly 207,, while 
tobacco products and rubber products rose by 10% and 7% respectively. Smaller 
gains were recorded in the output of the foods and beverages, clothing, paper 
products, printing and publishing and chemicals industries as compared with their 
May 1954 production. 

The composite index of durable manufactures for May stood at 327.3, 9.17. 
above last Nay's index of 299.9. The volume of non-metallic mineral output rose 
by nearly 16%, while production in iron and steel and non-ferrous metal groups 
rose by 127. and 117. respectively. Gains of between 5 and 107. were recorded by 
the wood products, transportation equipment and electrical apparatus groups. 

For the first five months of 1955 the index of industrial production averag-
ed 252.1, 5.67. above the corresponding 1954 level of 238.7. The manufacturing 
index rose 3.97. to 259.4 in the same cor.parison. The non-durables component 
advanced 4.57. to 224.2 from 214.6, while the durables index rose 3.27. to 314.4 
from 304.6. The mining index advanced nearly 137. to 205.5 from 182.0. The 
electricity and gas index stood at 282.6, 11.6% higher than in the same period 
last year. 

M I N E R A L S 

Less Silver & Lead Outputs of silver and lead were below last year's levels 
More Zinc This May in May and the first five months of 1955 but production 

of zinc was up in both periods, DBS reports. Output of 
primary silver fell to 2,214,447 fine ounces from 2,509,619 in May and to 
10,934,850 fine ounces from 12,128,059 in January-May. Primary lead production 
decreased to 16,808 tons from 19,954 in the month and to 87,740 tons from 91,-
089 in the five months. Primary zinc output rose to 37,367 tons from 30,140 in 
May and to 177,316 tons from 142,650 in January-May. (17) 
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dustrial Employment Up On June 1 Industrial employmertt showed important ex- 
pansion at the beginning of June. On the 1949 

base, the Bureaus advance index rose 3.7% to 1-11,4 from 107,4 a month earlier. 
:e increase was above-average for the time of year, substantially exceeding that 
rded a year earlier when the index was 109.0. 

T3 industdal compostie index of payrolls rose to 158.3 from 153.1 a month 
ia 	and 148.9 a year ago. The observance of the VLc'ora Da7 holiday in many 
-a : Lsvnents during the period under review occasioned some losses as compared 
wLti. a monch earlier and was partly responsible for a decline of 20 in the 
a'rrage weekly wages and salaries. Howerver, at $60.76, the latest per capita 
figure was an all-time high in the record for the beginning of June, slightly 
exceeding the average in the week of June 1 last year. Gains in employment were 
i -3.dic.azed as conoared with May 1 in all provinces, ranging from 2.37 in Ontario 
': 9.1% in NewsEo'indland. Employment in Quebec and British Columbia moved up 
4.4% and 3.9%, respectively. Widely distributed improvement over May 1 was 
:eported in manufacturing and in the non-manufacturing industries. The most 
noteworthy increases, seasonal in character, took place in construction manu-
facauing, forestry and transportation, storage and communication. 

'actoty employment reached its greatest volume since the end of 1953. The 
ndx, at 109.2, was 1.87 higher than at May 1 and 1.4% above the June 1, 1954 
figure. The aggregate weekly wages and salaries also rose significantly in the 
ionth -- 1.30!. -- but the advance was limited to some extent by the observance 
of the Victoria Day holiday. The payroll index, nevertheless, established a new 
all-time maximum, 6.57 higher than at June 1, 1954. The per capita weekly wages 
and salaries stood at $63.53, a peak figure for the time of year. The average 
was $63,81 for May and $60.54 for June 1, 1954. (18) 

INTERNATIONAL T R A D E 

onimodity Imports Reached The value of Canadas commodity imports reached an 
Record High Value In May all-time high of $434,000,000 in May, according to 

final figures released today by DBS. This was one ç-
fifth larger than last year n s corresponding total of $359,700,000. In January-
Nay period imports rose 10.57, to $1,807,300,000 from $1,634,100,000 a year 
a L'r. 

The gain in May was widely spread among the commodities and the principal 
i.craase among the countries was in purchases from the United States. The 
increase in total value in May was due to a rise in volume, prices averaging 
3lightly below year earlier levels. Purchases from the United States increased 
to $318,515,000 in May from $259,977,000 a year earlier, raising th2 five-month 
:otal to $1,348,972,000 from $1,205,795,000. Gains were shown in all main 
commodity groups both in May and the cumulative period with the largest increase 
in iron and products. There were conspicuous increases in imports of automobiles 
a..ci parts and many oter metal products. 

MORE 
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Imports from the United Kingdom in May were moderately higher at $37,095,- 
000 versus $35,999,000 a year ago but declined in the cumulative period to $156,. 
345,000 from $159,507,000. Imports of iron and products were lower both in May 
and the five months but higher for fibres and text1es, non-ferrous metals and 
non-metallic minerals. 

Imports from the rest of the Commonwealth moved up to $20,578,000 in May 
from $17,029,000 a year ago and to $74,386,000 in the five months from $60,- 
737,000. Imports were larger in both periods from Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, 
India, Ceylon, and Malaya and Singapore but smaller from British Guiana and 
Australia. 

Purchases from Latin American countries rose to $28,624,000 in May from 
$24,100,000 a year ago and to $120.527,000 in the fi"e months from $115,772,000. 
Imports were larger in both periods from Cuba, Mexico, and Venezuela, but 
smaller from Brazil and Colombia. 

Imports from European countries moved up to $18,236,000 in May from $16,098,-
000 a year ago and to $65,950,000 in the five months from $63,519,000. Among 
major sources there were larger purchases both in May and the five months from 
France, Federal Republic of Germany, Italy and Sweden, but smaller imports from 
the Netherlands and Switzerland. 

Larger purchases from Japan and the Netherlands Antilles boosted total imports 
from all other countries to $10,113,000 in May from $5,355,000 a year ago and 
to $38,385,000 in the five months from $24,412,000. (19 & 20) 

MOTION P I C T U R E S 

More Movies Made 	Motion pictures produced in Canada last year earned 45 film 
In Canada In 1954 	companies $2,106,131, some 32% more than the $1,592,779 

earned by 32 Canadian concerns from films produced in 1953, 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics reports. Revenue from printing and laboratory 
work rose 187 to $1,456,405 from $1,230,493, and income from equipment sales, 
projection rentals and other sources totalled $1,328,021 (no figure available 
for 1953). 

Production of films of 5 minutes duration or longer by these firms and by 
government-controlled concerns incuded two feature films (the same aumber as 
in 1953), 50 theatrical shorts (55 in 1953) and 363 non-theatrical films (481). 
The non-theatrical films included 335 for television in 1954. Of the 750 films 
produced last year, 185 were in color (including four for television and 566 
had sound (327 English; 216 French; 23 other languages). 

Other production lBst year included 691 TV commercials (196 in 1953), 1,551 
theatre trailers (1,172), 903 TV newsreel stories (249), 347 theatre newsreel 
storeis (the same number as in 1953), 263 silenL slide films (80) and 53 slide 
films with sound records (31). (21) 
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& Report on Condition of Fruit Crops in July, 10/ 
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53 More Apr cta Canada's 	195 
crop of apricots 

is estimated at 181,000 bushels, 
63,000 or 53% more than last year. 

Fanr lyn.,.Lnnnt s 
In 3asIcatcnerat 

last year ere 
at wholesale pr 
from 380,333,503 

Farm 	ixptements 
and 	t1*nent sold 
in 	Siskcatchewan 
woxth 337,371,962 

ices, a 53.;% drop 
in 1953. 

A.faha, iis.j,anThe value of Canadian 
Less exports to Afghanistan 

dropped to :37,000 in 
the first half of this year from 
$43 .000 in the first six months of 
1954 0  

More Hair SeaLs Canada's Atlantic 
Coast fishermen 

took 165,130 hair seals in the first 
half of this year, 35,867 more than 
in the first six months of 1954. 
Landed value rose to $419,000 from 
$272,000. 

Manitoba Trucks: 58% Of the 49,- 
Weigh 212 To 5 Tons 789 trucks 

1canced in 
Manitoba in the year ending Febru-
ary 28, 1955, nearly 58% were of a 
gross weight of 2 1J2  to  5 tons. 
Just under 15% weighed less than 
2 312  tons, 13% weighed 5 to 7 1J2 
tons, 1Q weighed 7 1/2 to 10 tons, 
almost 3% weighed 10 to 15 tons and 
close to elo weighed over 15 tons. 

More Bat Worms Fishermen on the 
Atlantic coast 

landed i,903,030 bait worms in the 
first half of this year, 346,155 
more than in the first six months 
of l95I, 

Over Tirlee As Much Lebanon bought 
3orted To Lebanon $753,000 worth 

of Canadian 
goods in the first half of 1955, 
more than double the 3344,000  worth 
purchased in the first six months 
last year. 

Uneques 	cashed 
Cashmi Clii 	against individua 

accounts at the 
Cornwall, Ontario, clearing house 
centre oteJ led $4,26,443,000 in the 
first half 'f this yea., onn-iiuJ. 
more than the 394,70,000 otal for 
the first six months of 19 

16 Per Canita Net gera1 ex- 
penditae, 

elusive of d.ebt retirern., 	of 
Canadali ten provincial govern-
ments averaged 385.16 per capita in 
the fiscal year ended March 31, l951 
provincial per capita figures rang- 
ing A. 	357.73 in Manitoba 	u 
139.66 in British Columbia 0  

ales To  Ire!,-:L-rjd Canada exported 
More Than Jotioled 	AX) wori.h 

of goods 	o 
Ireland in the first half of 1955, 
over twice as much as in the first 
six months last year when seles 
amounted to $2,L68,000. 

$566,000__Foj Canada's ten prov 
Civil DeIenc 	incial go :ernmnt3 

spent $566,000 on 
civil defene in the fisa1 year 
ended March 31, 1954, A1bera lead-
ing with an expenditure of $25,000, 
followed by British Columbia with an 
outlay of 3208,000. Ontario spent 
$37,000, Saskatciewan 334,000 2  
Manitoba 325,000, New Erunawioi 
6,000, Nova Scotia $5,000, Qu&oec 

34,000, and Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island ,1,000 each. 
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