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Weekly Review of Economic Conditions

The factors indicating the trend of economic conditions averaged considerably higher
in the first week of March. Each of the six major factors, except wholesale prices
entered into higher territory. The index of carloadings rose 3.6 p.c. and a gain of

p.c. was recorded in the index of capitalized bond yields. Common stock prices
averaged % point higher and the amount of choques passing through clearing houses was
very much larger.

Vthile only two of the six economic factors considered here recorded gains over the
same week of 1937, the comparison was more favourable than for some months. ‘iholesale
prices showed an increase of 0.2 p.oc. while the index of capitalized bond yields was
up 95 p.c. over the same week of 1937. The index of carloadings dronped 0.7 p.c. while
mhoked declines were shown in bank clearings, common stocks and shares traded.

The railway freight movement was more active in the 8th week of the year ended
February 26, the adjusted index advencing from 76.8 to 79.6. Advances were recorded
in both western and eastern divisions and the index of merchandise increased from 80.9
to 81.5. Aside from pulpwood and ore, each of the eleven commodity groups recorded
declines from the first eight weeks of 1937. The total movement in the elapsed period
of 1938 was 359,480 cars, a decline of 11,739 from the same period of last year.

Wholesale prices still maintained a lead over the same week of 1937, but the gap
was nerrow. Wholesals .prices advanced during the first 14 weeks of 1937 and the
position in the early part of April was considerably higher than at the present time.
The index was 83.5 in the week under review against 83.8 in the preceding week. Crop
products showed an apprecieble decline, while an increase was shown in animal products.
Textiles and non-ferrous metals sought lower levels. Grain prices reacted on the
Winnipeg exchange, No. 1 Northern wheat having been 1403 against 144%. Coarse grains
participated in the decline, oats No. 2 C.W. having been 523 against &6 3/8.

Metal prices were somewhat stronger on the London exchange, electrolytic copper
having been £43 12s 6d on March 9, against £43 10s on the first. Lead advanced from
£15 7s 64 to £15 11s 3d, a minor declin® having been shown in zinc. The export price
of copper in New York advanced from 9.85 to 9.95. Tin was somewhat stronger, while
lead and zinc were taintasined.

A feature of the week was the strength in high-grade bonds, the index of capitalized
yields advancing % p.c. The present movement is in sharp contrast to that of the same
period of 1937 when a marked decline was in progress, The index of capitalized yields
was 9% p.c. greater than in the_same week of last year. The 3's of 1950-55 advanced
from 98 1/8 on March lst, to 985 on March 8. The 43's of 1946 rose from 1115 to 112.

The advaence in Canadian bonds was in the face of declines in British Consols end in
high-grade U.S. bonds.

Bank clearings which had dropped %o a low level in the preceding week recovered
smartly in the week under review. The adjusted index was higher than in any other week
of the present year with one exception. Common stock prices averaged higher in the week
ended March 3, the index edvancing from 108.8 %o 109.3. Four of the nine industrial
groups recorded increases and one was maintsined. The index of 15 power and traction
stooks advanced from 63.4 to 63.9. Gold stocks reacted on the mining exchange, while
a slight gain was shown in base metals.

The economic index based on the above mentioned factors showed s considerable gain
in the first week of March. The standing was 110.9 against 107.9, & gain of 2.8 PeC.
Each of the six major factors except wholesale prices recorded asdvances over the preceding
week. Vholesale prices and capitalized bond yields were the only factors recording gains
over the same week of last year. The economic index at that time was 116.1, the present
standing recording a decline of 4.4 p.c. A declining trend was shown in the economic
index from February to July of last year. During the elapsed portion of 1938, the
index has fluctuated within fairly narrow limits, the trend being well maintained.
Since the beginning of February there has consequently been a narrowing of the gap
between the indexes of the two ycars.



=1 h
=115

3
1e% ba

i AR
|'|
L
el

L

A "l*' ‘ -
— e 14.
> hm-.-&w;n;% pas Fogeige ﬁﬁ
o Wi TR e S srn casl) o R
e IT"E" :'hir-. L0 Tabil &7 - syl vad o T u-ﬁ'l‘
Sl ?‘_il.'il LIRS Y A e s B
‘$adgq mhipnds Sn am S e ,._,.__._._.: T SN =

e Lt ﬁh: T i'ﬁ

’.I'ln -

---“‘l 1‘? :
-Jfl"-‘,"ﬁﬂ

‘w-'-'*'r“i' A !ﬂ k“ﬁi‘. <X 1
| =
e mwzﬁ:ﬁm

.I-
B ki

1@«-1}& I:-lﬂ“‘t kg .I' B 14&3&&—'_
SR i st woi bﬂﬂl-uﬁn ! *

31-!* 'l-"=m -'!f e 3
gty gdices l‘r:r-"__ <% 1ot

3L I ,
il hon :ﬂ#’)l‘ QI: u@-{-uﬂ I‘l '!:. Tas 4_;.1,—, .H & fre i iy m
- hﬂ __.' I - | ; sadft 3.0 ﬁ.",.-dl:::'b...
-'“. Lf'-w W 1‘!" -H.'Tvn: :,l __flﬂ i._l-? '. - &:-"-_-;_i: -._-.4. ab¥a '..iE" ¥ --- - -
kg, [Eeps mt i 0 ﬁ Jﬂiﬂt& : B it Savhe ooy LRI TS
Rl lhﬂﬂ :‘nl Bt T2 e e ey e
4 TateauEn ‘F XM nﬁﬁ}ﬂhlﬁh‘m—m gt oL *HJ:rm_
.z' =R o v =eiisi 4l -.“jk WS BN I0N T Boss ol rriocd RS M
il T.-:"hr st—-.':.hﬂ:.*—-&- -dq-# == Egem b e e T s i
ke SR A SR EF et aey o114 e e

I |

=l

|

i

eyt "r—:unm-l-rﬂ'-f SRR S Ao o sy 385
mur LB A aitbond kit A ER T e TaTio e 5
.‘r'ﬁ r"!'ﬁ’rm"‘ -"‘ H: %ﬂ& "_"'"ﬂ' "'1’ \ri b “-ﬁv
-rwmnnm-‘ Jhosee_sing visadind Salat .

e rf-:.lﬁhl"l,!!l!l lfF
I wlb ﬁ.' r.;l im

lllp.ﬂar:z,ﬂ.. P :r— -I,
Srss oy -

:?:‘&w—‘:ﬁ mald .n&t -::-ﬁ 'llF R =f 63 -Ye 5 we 4WiF 0B m

l_i- - '_: - L "* . -_u:u}w - i g -

!' . R SFEATET R i L L LR -rumw =¢ -ﬂm;"
Brse : -'-Iir‘_='ﬂ'-l=; T g b . " L@ ST Dt L el ay

- T 53 ‘ = gl sl alp

i@
&
%

= fa- W et m

o

V-

?f:ri

¥ " -
: ol iy . -
' ki - - -
- -
1 * = .o
4 H L] - -I"I m 4
" lE Sy —— Wy g
' - - —
»:TF' - - - L~ T
-y - . L -
—— { g~ =
4 - - '
[
-
o =i
. ¥



=D

Veckly Dconomic Index with the Six Components

= 1926-100
o gar Yholc-- Capitalizcd Bank Pricecs of Shares EBconomso
BEEs oad - salc Bond Clear- Common Tredad Indax
ingsl Prices Yields?2 ings? Stocks 4
March 6, 1937 80.2 83.3 14142 12541 148.2 423,17 116.1
Feb. 26, 1938 76 .8 83.8 153.8 87.0 108.8 74.9 107.9
March 5, 1938 79.6 83.5 154,86 100.4 109.3 98.4 110.9

1. The index of carloadings is projectod forward onc wcok %o correspond with the practice
in computing the economic index. 2. Prosont value of a fixed nct incomo in pcrpetuity
from Dominion long-term bonds. 3. Bank clearings were smoothod by taking a throe wooks
moving average for thc purpose of climinating irrogular fluctuations. Totals for Ottawa
were eliminated for all woeks shown, owing to incomparability introducod by tho opcrations
of the Benk of Canada. 4. The weighting of the six major factors is detcrmined from the
standard deviation from the long-term trend of oach, bascd on data for tha period from
January 1919 to August, 1936. The long-torm trond dotormined from half-ycarly data in
tho post-war period was oliminated from the composite and tho resulting index oxpressad

as a percentage of the average during 1926.

Businoss Conditions in January

The factors showing iihe trend of economic conditions averaged lower in January than
in the same month of last ycar. In tho carly part of 1937, oconomic conditions were
ralatively favourable, a declining trend being shown in later months. Cnly wholesalo
prices and bank deposits of the six factors considered in this connoction showed a load
over January onc year ago. As wholesale prices roso appreciably during the first
quarter of 1937, the gap botween the indexes of the twn years has roccntly become very
narrow. The indox was slightly morc than throe per cent higher in January then in the
saem¢ month one yoar ago.

The advance in business operations which had persistod to November, 1937, was
reverscd in December and January. The decline in the last two months was precipitato,
more than counterbalancing thc gain during the first olcven months of last year. The
index of the physical volume of business was 112.0 in January against 116.9 in the samo
month of 1937. The factors showing the trend of minoral production averaged more than
14 p.c. highor and new business obtained by the construction industry showed a con-
siderablec gain.

The output of manufesoturing plants declinod 11 p.c. while the distribution index
based on carloadings, tradc employmont and external trade dropped off ncarly 3 p.c.
The output of cloctric power rccorded a rocession of 1.7 p.ce from 2,318 million keweh.
to 2,279 million,.

The state of employment rocorded improvement on February 1, over the samo dato of
last yoar. The gain in the general indox of cmploymont was 6.1 p.c. from 104.1 to 110.4.
The index of cmployment in manufacturing unaffected by reliof, moved up five points to
110.3. Logging and construction showed notable gains over the sams time of 1937. Tho
gain in mining was 4.5 p.c., while trade showod a rocession of nearly one-half per cent.

Tho chartered banks continued to meintain a strong 1iquid position. The scadily
aveilable assots woro at the high lovel of $1,575.7 million, showing only a slight
porcentage recessionfrom Jesnuary 31, 1937. The gain in curront loans was 6.4 phcls
Call loans in Canada and elsewhcro showed a decline. The gain in security holdings
was 1.6 p.c. the total at the end of January having boen $1,433.8 million.

Wholesale Trade in January

The dollar value of wholeszle trado declined 21.6 per cent in January from December
and was 2.7 ner cont lower than in Jonuary s yoar ago, according to monthly statcments
of salos rcccived from some 200 wholesalc houses comprising nine diffceront lines of
business. Tho goneral index on the base, average monthly salos in 1930 cquals 100,
stands at 6841 for January comparcd with 86.9 for Dccomber and 70.0 for January, 1937.

The docline from December was slightly more than scasonal while the decrease
compared with January last year was in contrast to the incroascs which have charactorized
tho corresponding-month comparisons since the commencement of thoso monthly wholosale
tradc stetistics threco years ago. Wholesale trade for January, 1937, was 13.7 per
cent abovo January, 1936, which in turn was up 4.6 per cont compsrod with tho same
month in 1935,
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Imports during Ten Months

Canade's imports increased 24.4 per cent during the ten months ended January
compared with the corresponding pecriod of the previous fiscal year. The total was
»687,062,671 compared with $552,204,695. Imports from both Empire and Foreign
countries increased substantially, the total from the former amounting to $204,460,396
compared with 166,333,384, and from the latter to $482,602,275 compared with
$385,871,311.

The United States was the chief source of supply, imports from that ceuntry
amounting to $413,232,232 compared with $317,268,294 in the corresponding period of
the previous fiscal year. The United Kingdom was second with a total of $124,713,752
compared with $107,415,452. Australia wes next with $11,048,041 compared with
$8,329,884; British “est Indies, $11,015,690 compared with $12,374,562; Germany,
%10,170,331 compered with {10,05%,692; British South Africa, 8,329,675 compared
with §$1,378,277; British India, $8,072,801 compared with $6, 766,793,

Other leading sources were as follows, with figures for the corresronding period
of the previous fiscal year in brackets: Belgium, $6,515, 747 (@5,499,819); New Zealend,
$5,643,655 (,3,424,593); France, 45,552,279 ($5,378,645); British Guiana, 45,211,857
($4,614,998); Japan, §5,007,911 ({3,922,216); Argentina, 4,717,001 ($11,058,3475;
Colombia, 44,514,032 (54,234,672); Peru, 4,251,907 ($4.864,721); Switzerland,
93,115,347 (%52,177,134); Italy, $2,981,037 (%1,216,931); Netherlands, 42,970,053
($3,919,536); China, 32,909,915 (%$2,937,675); Newfoundland, §2,535,263 ($2,094,083);
Sweden, 42,166,576 ($1,499,990).

Imports of Paper

Imports of paper in January were of the value of 542,722 compared with $587,332
in the previous month and 592,938 in January, 1937. The totsl from the United States
was $411,186 and from the United Kingdom, $79,243. During the ten months onded January,
the imports of paper “otalled 36,610,470 compared with $5,739,640 in the semc period of
the prewious fiscal ycar.

Wood pulp imports during Jammary amounted to 29,709 cwt. of the value of $49,363
compared with 33,453 at $56,401 the month before and 29,577 at 48,156 in January, 1937.
The United States suppliod the ontire import during the latest month, consisting mainly
of unbleached sulphite pulp. Total imports of wood pulp during the ten months ended
January amounted to 354,438 cwt. worth $589,596 comparcd with 337,383 cwt. at 543,640,
gnbleaohed sulphite pulp amounting to 343,626 cwt. at 5549,803 compored with 333,07% at

532,956,

Fresh Fr:its

Domestie exports of fresh fruits during January were of the value of 51,016,567
compared with 51,440,517 in the previous month and $997,298 in Jenuary, 1937. The
United Kingdom was the chief market with a total of $940,958. Fresh apples accounted
for the bulk of the January exports, amounting to 269,491 barrels valued at §$1,007,134
compared with 270,057 at $997,186 in January, 1937. Shipments of apples to the United
Kingdom aggregated (940,429 end to Germany $49,098, Fresh fruits wero imported to
the value of 919,847 compared with 1,241,920 the month before and {906,384 in
January, 1937. The emount from the United States was $772,376, Italy £51,989 and
Jamsics $36,703.

Imports and Lxports of Fertilizers

January imports of fertilizers were of the value of 107,246 compared with 3345,008
in the previous month and ,177,149 in January, 1937. Imports from the United States
aggregated (54,899, Netherlands 525,142 and Belgium $13,786. Total imports of fertilizers
during the ten months ended January were worth 33,789,312 comparcd with 52,962,356 in
the same period of the previous fiscal year.

Exports of fertilizers in January amounted in value to $534,730 compared with
464,438 in December and 442,998 in January, 1937. The United States was the chief
customer with a total of $438,838%, followed by Hawaii with $52,288 and the Philippines
518,087, Total exports curing the ten months ended Januarv were worth $5,290,700 compared
with $4,686,085 in the same period of the previous fiscal year.
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Imports of Farm Imphements and Machinery

The imports of farm implements and machinery in January were more than double those
of the corresponding month last vear, amounting to §1,442,186 compared with 3713, 203,
The United States was the source of the bulk, the amount teing $1,352,252. Internal
combustion traction engines valued up to $1,400 each accounted for a large part of the
increase; the number brought in was 1,205 valued at {952,577 compared with 337 at
$351,375. There were 937 cream separstors imported valued at $29,015 and two combination
harvesters and parts valued at 18,552,

Imports of Living Animals

Living animals were imported in January to the value of $19,039 compared with
$54,763 in the previous month and ©22,428 in January, 1937. A considerable gain was
shown in the imports during the ten months ended January, the value being $1,336,890
compared with $778,107 in the same period of the previous fiscal year. Animals for
exhibition purposes were worth $626, 742 compared with $149,441; cattle for the
improvement of stock $177,017 compared with $119,413; horses for the improvement of
stook $151,398 egainst £$190,659, and common horses w57,004 compared with $56,640; bees
were worth 193,312 compared with §$175,781.

Imported Automobiles

There were 1,290 automobiles imported during January appraised at §1,060,000
compared with 1,523 at $1,139,000 in January, 1937. The number from the United States
was 1,258 worth }1,036,000. Parts f-r asutomobiles were imported to the value of
¥2,560,000 compared with $3,797,000. of which the United States supplied $2,546,000.

Imports and Ixports of Fresh Vegetables

Imports of fresh vegetables in January were valued st $450,147 compared with -
$368,848 in the previous month end {375,219 in January, 1937. The smount brought in from
the United States was $374,054. Total imports of fresh vegetshbles during the ten months
ended Janusry were of the valus of $4,192,832 compared with 33,761,534 in the seme period
of the previous fiscal year. Fresh tomatoes wers worth 91,168,394 during the ten months;
lettuce, $657,370; celery, $337,545; carrots, 9279,424; cabbage, 3264,940; onions,
¥257,711; green besns, $215,868; sweet potatoes, $113,017; spinach, $105,708,

‘Exports of fresh vegetables in January, exclusive of seed potatoes, were valued at
$146,513 compared with $160,577 in December and %169,307 in Jenuary, 1937. The amount
to the United States was {123,051, Seed potatoes wers worth $31,926 compared with
$497,397 the month before and %147,016 a year ago. During the ten months ended January,
fresh vegetables were exported to the value of 91,213,404 compared with $1,517,079 4n
the same period of the previous fiscal year. In sddition, seed potatoes were exported
to the value of (/2,098,899 compared with 1, 265,854,

Imports of Canned and Preserved Fruits

Canned and preserved fruits were imported during January to the velue of $117,997
compared with 92,451 in the previous month and $65,611 in Jenusry, 1937. Olives in
brine, mainly from Spain, and canned pineapples, largely from the Streits Settlements,
accounted for a large part of the total import. During the ten months ended January,
canned and preserved fruits were imported to the value of 91,715,649 compared with
31,978,814 in the same period of the previous fiscal year. The lesding items were as
follows: canned pineapples, $619,541; pesches and apricots, $297,035; olives in brine,
$211,127; cherries in brine, $176,559,

Soag

Domestic exports of soap in January amounted to 1,616,743 pounds of the value of
$134,035 compared with 1,658,508 at 3142,013 in the previous month and $1,089,251 worth
$83,770 in January, 1937. Toilet soap accounted for practically the entire export,
smounting to 1,596,272 pounds valued at $132,623. The United Kingdom was by far the
largest purchaser.
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Imports of soap in January wcre of the value of 16,250 comparcd with 756,516 in
Dccember and (27,602 in Januarv, 1937. During thc ten months ended January the imports
were worth 52,937 compared with 429,993 in the same period of the prcvious fiscal
yeer. Comnon laundry soocp was worth $197,737; castilec soap, 53,242.

Imports of Lumber

There were 7,406,000 fect of lumber imported curing January compared with 8,350,000
in the provious month end 9,005,000 in January, 1937. Most of this camec from thc United
Statcs, the amount becing 7,346,000 fcet. Imports of Douglas fir amounted to 2,839,000
fect, pino 1,276,000 and oak 1,%08,000. Total imports of lumber during the ton months
cnded January wore 96,529,000 fect comparcd with 78,868,000 in thc samc pcriod of the
previous fiscal ycar.

Export of 'heat and Flour

According to Customs figures therc werc 2,838,804 bushels of Canadian wheat
cxported in February of the value of 3,689,813 comparcd with 5,362,031 valued at
¥6,926,695 in Februarv, 1937, The avcrage cxpert nrice rose to 51.30 from §l.29.
The amount to the United Kingdom was 2,332,717 bushels of the valuec of 3,048,978
compared with 3,740,529 bushels at 4,906,195 a yecar ago.

Domestic cxports of whecat flour were 272,433 barrels of the value of 1,566,582
as compsrcd with 347,884 valued at 51,897,241 in February, 1937. Tho average oxport
price rosec to 5.75 from $5.45. The amount to thc United Kingdom was 167,691 barrcls
valued at 1,957,881 comperecd with 193,581 worth $1,041,295.

-——

Export of Coarsc Grains

The export of barley was considcrably higher in February than in the corresponding
month last ycer, incrcasing to 807,901 bushels valucd at 3528,327 from 60,040 at $52,914.
Greatly incrcased shipments to the United Kingdom accounted for the gasin, the total
baing 807,477 bushels valued at 527,940,

Shipments of oats were also grcater then in February 1937, totalling 282,153
bushels valued at $141,851 comparcd with 134,036 valucd at $64,990. The amount to
the United Kingdom wes 23,163 bushcls valued et $108,049. Rre cxports werc at about
the semoe level as in 1937, amounting to 8,609 bushcls valued at $7,488.

Primary Movement of VWheat

Yheat marketings in the Prairie Provinces for the weck ending March 4 smounted to
1,398,779 bushals compared with 713,604 in the previous week and 938,445 a yecar agoe
Total marketings from August 1 to March ¢ were 107,653,457 bushoels comparcd with
145,235,121 in the seme period of the previous fiscal ycar.

Overscas oSxport Clearances of Wheat

Overscas export clcarances of wheat during the weock ending March 4 amounted to
825,351 bushcls comparcd with 1,171,527 in the previous wecek and 1,437,070 in the
corresponding wecok last ycar. Imports of Canadien wheat into the United States for
consumption and milling in bond for re-export were ,000 bushels compared with 1,000
a weok ago and 624,000 a ycar ago. Aggregate clecarances from Auzust 1 to March 4
wore 53,443,643 bushcls compared with 101,561,687 in the same period of the previous
crop ycar, waile imports into the United States were 1,959,%:26 and 3,557,216 bushels,
respectively.

B e u—

Theat Stocks in Store

Canadian wheat in store for thc weeck cnding March 4 amounted to 47,361,685 bushals
compared with 47,547,504 in thc prcvious weck and 88,091,323 in the corrosponding week
last ycar., The amount of Canedisn whcat in thc United States was 1,946,000 bushels
camparcd with 2,020,000 thc wock beforc and 18,131,352 a yoar ago. Yheat in rail
transit amountcd to 1,%%8,745 bushcls comparcd with 1,163,505 in the previous wack
and 2,111,484 a vcar agos. United Statcs wheat in Canada totalled 1,131,223 bushels
comparcd with 1,291,955 a week ago end nil last yecar,

— e m——
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Fur Farming in Conada

The Canedian fur farming industry continucd its growth in 1936, thc number of farms
incrcasing to 8,140 from 7,295 in 1935. Rcvcnues wero decidedly higher, incrcasing
31,017,076 during the ycar to 46,537,503, Tha salc of pelts accounted for a total of
45,707,922; and salec of livc fur-bcaring animals, £829,581. The number of animals on
the farms at the ond of 1936 was 221,015 of thc value of $9,837,760. The principal
kinds were silvor fox and mink, thc former numbering 151,696 valucd at $8,345,552 and
the latter 44,631 at (1,313,613.

Elaetricity for Domestic Sorvice

The consumption of rloctric power for domestic lighting and other domcstic uscs
inercascd to 1,887,116,000 kilowatt hours in 1936 from 1,769,848,000 in 1935. The
number of customecrs inercased to 1,443,059 from 1,401,983, and the rcvcnues to
$38,399,102 from 936,773,613 in 1935. The number of customers served in Ontario was
634,052 comparcd with 618,111; Qucbee, 390,711 comparcd with 378,388; British Columbia
and Yukon, 138,558 (134,267); Menitoba, 75,858 (74,538); Alberta, 59,600 (58,127);
?askatc?owan, 46,478 (45,451); Nova Scotia, 5%,763 (52,300); Now Brunswick, 38,660

36,602).

The average bill tcnderod in Canada for domostic lighting scrvice during 1936
was (26461 camparcd with 526.23 in 1935. The averages follow by provineccs, with
figures for 1935 in brackcts: Menitoba, $39.93 ($39.11); Seskatchcwan, 339,84 (339.51);
Princc Edward Island, ,33.21 (432.08); Albcrta, $30.02 ($29.49); Ontario, §27.94
(327.78); Ncw Brunswick, $27.63 ($27.18); Nova Scotia, $26.61 (525.:4); British
Columbia and Yukon, ,26.11 ($25.47); Qucbee, $19.77 ($19.29).

Production of Butter and Chccsa

Production of crcamery butter in Fcbruary amounted to 7,507,335 pounds comparcd with
8,344,456 in thc prcvious month and 7,615,695 in Fcbruary, 1937, Inercascd production
was rccordcd in six provinecs whilc three rcportod declincs as comparcd with the
corrc¢sponding month last ycer. Output of factory checesc was rccorded at 604,863 pounds
comparcd with 781,698 a ycar ego and 694,089 in January. Four of tho scven preoducing
provinces reccorded inercascd production in comparison with the corresponding month
last ycar.

Cost of Living

Declines in the priccs of foodstuffs and fucls ceused a reduction in tha Dominion
Burceu of Statistics cost of living index for Canade from 84%.1 in January to 83.9 in
Fobruary. 4 retail food prices index fell from 7844 to 779, influenced by reductions
in eggs, lard, canned vegctables and pork. Butter, brcad, onions, tca, vecal, mutton
and beof recorded gains for the samc pcriod. Following e sharp advance in the latter
half of 1937, reteil food prices revcrsed cdirection and moved downwerd in January and
February of 1938. This movement was prccedad soveral months by a decline in wholesale
food prices, which arc still falling. A declino in thc wood sub-indaex from 80.2 to
79.0, and in that for coke from 87.1 to 87.0, rcduced the fucl index from 86.2 to
86.0«. No changes of any consequences werc reported for other budgctary gjroups.

-

Production of Leather Footwear

The output of lcather footwear in January inercascd six per cent camparcd with the
oravious month, but declined onc per cent from the corrcsponding month last year, the
total being 1,461,629 pairs in the latest month compared with 1,385,289 tho month before
and 1,482,017 in Jenvary, 1937.

Rotail Seles in January

Tho veluc of rctail sales in Cenada declined slightly during January compared with
January, 1937. The unadjusted goncral index, bascd on monthly recturns from 308 firms
in 13 lines of busincss was 61.5 for January this ycar compared with 62.8 a ycar ago.
Three of the 13 kinds of busincss covered rccorded improvement. Declines shown for
the other groups werc small.



- 1

A
' &l;‘E‘

e
Vi 131
it

.-L
i

e

i

W

g
o

185, < e .
RS et I LA

e S S




New Motor  Vahicle Szlcs

Sales of new motor vchicles during January deelincd 21.1 per cent in number and
13.1 per cont' in va}uc comparcd with January, 1937. Thero werc 6,830 ncw cars, trucks
and buscs sold for 7,686,130 comparcd with 8,657 at 8,846,034 in January last ycar.
Pesscnger car sales were 25.7 por cont lower, the number sold being 5,371 comparcd
with 7,228. Sales of trucks ond buscs improvsd 2.1 per cent, increcasing to 1,459 units
from 1,429,

‘lomen's Factory Clothing Industry

The valuc of the products of the Women's Factory Clothing Industry has shown a
stcady advancc sincc 1932. The gross valuc of production in 1936 was 366,118,773
comparcd with ,53,796,27% in 1935. Thc pcak ycer for thc industry was 1929, when
tho total was 66,346,417,

Production of Stccl Ingots

Production of stccl ingots in Cenade during Fcbruary amountod to 95,311 long
tons comparcd with 107,860 tons in Januery and 110,<98 in Fcbruary, 1937.

Rcports Issuod Today

le The Wire and ifire Goods Industry, 1936.

2. Imports from Impirc and Forcign Countries, January.

3. Tradc Trecnds with Empiro Countrics, January.

4. Sceurity Prices and Forcign Exchangc.

5. Vlcckly Index Numbers of “holcsale Priccs.

6. Imports of Pulp “ood, "iood Pulp and Papcr, January.

7+ Imports and Exports of Firosh Fruits, Januery.

8. Imports and Exports of Fcrtilizers, January.

9. Imports of Stoves, Shcet letal Products, Refrigerators, January.
10. Imports of Lumber, January.

1l. Earnings of Vagc-Larncr Hcads by Tenurc and Size of Family for Citios

of 10,000 Population and over, Ccnsus 1936.

12+ Pricc Movcments, Fcbruary.
13. Production of Lcathcr Footwecar, January.

l4. Mcats and Fish in Cold Storaga.
15. Buttcer, Cheeso and Bggs; Poultry Products in Cold Storage.
16. Fruits and Vcgotat:les in Cold Storage.
17. Mohthly Review of Dairy Production, February.
18. Central Elcctric Stations in Canada, 1936.
19. Awning, Tent and Sail Industry, 1936.

20. Production and Salcs of Redio Recoiving Scts, 1937.
2l. Imports of Paints and Varnishces, January.

22. Imports of Living Animals, Jamary.

23+ Imports and DLxports of Pipos, Tubes and Fittings, January.
24+ Imports and Ixports of Toilet Preparations, January.

25. Imports and fxports of Canned and Prescrved Fruits, January.
26. Imports and Exports of Fresh Vegetables, Januarye

27+ Imports and Exports of Pickles and Prescrvcd Vcgetables, Januarye.
28. Imports and Ixports of Soap, Januarv,

29. Imports of Farm Implcoments and Machincry, Januarye.

30. Imports of Vchicles of Iron, Januarv.
31. Footwcar Trade of Conede, January.
32. Women's Factory Clothing Industry, 1936.

33. liedicinal end Pharmaccutical Prcparations Industry, 1936.
3<e Now lotor Vechicle Salcs, January.

35. Rctail Sales, January.

36s Car Loadings on Canadian Railways.
37« Tho Acrated Waters Industry, 1936.

38. Monthly "tholesale Tradc, January.
59+ Advancc Report on the Fur Farms of Canada, 1936.
40. Busincss Conditions in Canada, Januarv.

4l.Surmary of Exports of Greins end Flour, Fcbruary.
%42+ Electrical Apparatus and Supplics Industry, 1936.
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