WEEKLY BULLETIN

Dominion Burcau of Statistics
Departmcnt of Tradc and Commcrco

Vol. VI - No. 26 Ottawa, Seburday, Juno 25, 1938  Pricc $1.50 por yoar

Weckly Rovicw of Economic Conditions

Fivo of the six factors indicating the trend of oonditions, showed deeline in the
third week of Junc. An apprcciablc advance wasrocorded in the adjusted indox of bank
clearings. Carloadings showed a marked dcolinc and trading was at a considcrably lowcr
level. Capitalized bond viclds alonc of the six factors considorcd here showed s gain ovcr
the semc weck of 1937. The deceling in carloedings was 13.5 psce whilc a drop of 26.3 p.o.
was shown in common stocks.

The railway freight movement rccorded a reccssion in the twenty-third week of the
ycar, the scasonally adjustcd indcx of carloadings bcing down from 68.4 to 66.3. The
index in the weck under review wes at a low point for scveral ycars. In the computetion
of the index, howgver, no edjustment was made for the holiday on Junc 9. After showing
slight gains in March and April, the index of thao physical volume of busincss, acoording
to the proliminary calculations s.owed a deccline of about 2 points. The trend wax unoven
in May, many factors showing favourable comparisons with the samc month in the post-war
periode.

8ix of tho main groups tabulsted in conncction with thc measurement of wholcsale
prices recorded dcelincs in the week of Junc 17. A gain in crop produots tonded to offsct
the rccession in the other groups, the drop in the gencral index being limited to onc-
tenth of 1 p.c. to 80.2. Advancos were rccorded in whoat, oats and ryc on thc Yinnipeg
grain cxohangec, while barlcy and flax showed declinec. Marked gains werc shown in mctels
on thc London exchangs, clcetrolytic copper rising from £38 on June 14, to £40 on the 21.
Sharp inorcases werc also shown in lecad and gino. Thc price of cxport coppcr in New York
rosc from 8.65 to 9.05, while lced and zino rcmained unchangad. Livastock prices on the
Toronto stockyards showed a risec to a now high point for somctimce

Dominion bonds showcd a rcocssion in thc weck of Juno 16, but have reeently
rallicd to a somowhat higher point. Tho avcrage weokly yicld of the issucs included in
the index advenced from 3.00 to 3.0l. The bid quotation for the 4%'8 of 1987-57 was
111 7/8 on Junc 21, egainst 111 5/8 on thc 14th. Tho 3's of 1950-55 movod up from 983 to
99%. While bond priecos showed en advance during May eand Junc 1937, a considcrable lcad is
still being shown over the quotations of ong year ago.

While the index of common stock prices recedcd from 959 to 95.1, fivc of the nine
industrial groups rccordcd advanccs. The indox of 15 power and traction stocks rcmainad
unchenged at 59.4. Thce index of nine banks sdvanccd onc-tonth of onc point to 80.3.

The woekly indcx, based on tho sbove-mentioned factors, was 107.0 in tho weck of
Junc 18, against 107.1 in thc prsccding wecke The gain in bank clearings was the main
influonec in raising the index, as the five othcr factors showed rcccssion. Comparcd
with one ycar ago, tho indox showed e dccline of 1.6 p.o., the standing at that timc having
boon 108.8.

Weaokly Economic Index with the Six Componcnts

1926 = 100
Woek iar ‘Wﬁglc- gapétalizcd gink gricos - [ =
oad - salo on car=- ommon =
Bt ingsl Prices Yiclds? 1ngs3 Stocks o L it
Junc 19, 1937 76.85 84.2 144.1 98.9 129.0 93.8 108.8
Juno 11, 1938 68,41 8043 161.8 91.4 95.9 603 107.1
JunB )8, 1988 BE6SS 80.2 161.0 95.8 95.1 5641 107.0

l. The index of carloadings is projected forward cne week to correspond with the praatice
in computing the economic index. 2. Present value of a fixed net income in perpetuity
from Dominion long-term bonds. 3. Bank clearings were smoothed by teking e three weeks
moving average for the purpose of eliminsting irregular fluctuations. Totals for Ottaws
were eliminated for all weeks shown, owing to incomparadility introduced by the operations
of the Bank of Canada. 4. The weighting of the six major factors is determined frog the
standard deviation from the long-term trend of each, based on data for the period from
January 1919 to August, 1936. The weighting therefore represents, not an attempt to give
the relative importance of the factors, but to place them on an equal footing by equating
the tendency toward fluctuation. The long-term trend determined from half-yearly data in
the post-war period wes elimingted from the composite and the resulting index expressed
a8 a percentage of the average during 1926.
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Economic Conditiens in lay

The factprs indicating the trend of economis conditions avweraged slightly higher in
May then in the preceding month. Declines were shown in wholesale pricses snd business
opsretions. The money faotors ircluding cepitalized bond yiaids and bank deposits rose
to & higher position while common stock prices alsc avaeraged slightly higher then in the
preceding month. The index of waolesale prices dropped from 82.3 in April to B80.3 in
the month under review. After showing a decline during Jipril and the early weeks of May,
the index has shown & steady téndoncy at slightly above 80 peds of the 1926 lasvel. Non~
metallic minerals and ohemioals recorded 3 gain in May while 8ix other main groups
reached a lower pesition. Dominion Government bonds rose to & new high point for the
preseant cent:ry during the mowth under review. Bank deposits recorded a zain at the
beginning of May, slightly greatcr than normal for the season. ihile the weekly trend
of common stook prices was downward during May, the index averaged higher at 99.7 against
=9 i lypril.

acoording to preliminary oalculations, the index of the physiocal volums of business
dropped two points to 110.4. Deospite the resotion from ..pril, after seasonal adjustment,
many of the 46 factors ontering into the compilation reaehed s high position relative to
the same month of the post-war period.

Exports of copper a{ 59 million pounds were greater than in any other month. The
outward movement of nicksl et nearly 17 million pounds was higher than in any other May
exogpting 1937. Zinc exports werc 32 million pounds ageinst 20 million, the increase
being greater than seasonal expectations. Gold shipments from Qenadian mines were
somewhat below the high level of the preceding month, the index raeceding 10 points to
275, Silver shipments adjusted for the exports from the Bank of Ceneda, were at a much
lower level in May than in the preceding month. Declines were also shown in asbestos
sxports and bauxite imports althouzh the movement of the latter was greater then in any
other May.

The manufacture of foodstuffs showed a gain in May, the index rising, after seascnal
adjustment, to the hlzhest point of the present year. The gain in the index over ipril
was about 5% p.c. to 10l.4. The menufacture of sugar was higher than in any other May
since 1925. The operations of the meat-packing industry were nearly meintained at the
high level of the preseding month, gains being recorded in the slaughterings of cattle
and sheep. The production of creamery butter was higher than in sny other May since
1932 when monthly statistics were first compiled., Cheese exports were greater then in
any May since 1528. A oonsiderable gain was shown in cenned selmon exports over the
preceding month, The volume gain in tobacco relcases was less thap normal for the
season, the index conseguently dropping from 187 to 169. The index of raw cotton
consumption increased from 105 to 108.5, recession being less than normal for the
season. Declines were shown in tha imports of cotton yarn and wool.

The declining trend in the forestry industry was continued in May, the index dropping
off from 100.4 to 9149« The gain from April in newsprint production was slightly less
than nermal for the season, while woodpulp exports raecorded an sdvence. The indrease in
the exports of planks and boards wes more than normel for the season, the total heving
been ebout 125 million feete.

The primary iron and steel industry was more active, increceses hoving been shown
in the production of steel ingots and »ig iron. The sutomobile output was slightly more
than msintained, after the usual adjustment. Imports of petroleum were greater than
in any other May, the total having been 133 million gellens. Crude rubber imports moved
up from 2.2 million to 5.7 million pounds.

Building permits were greater than in eny May since 1931, Construction contraots
ewarded, however, showed a decline after seasonal adjustment and the general index for
construction retreated from 57 to 49. The reilway freight movement was slightly more
than maintained after seasonal adjustment, the index advencing from 71.4 to 71.8.
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Gconomic Faators in May compared with jioril
and May 1937

May May Lpril
1938 1937 1938
Physioal Volumo of BUSiness eeesesosssce  110,4% 12240 188 ol
Yholessle pPricos .sascessrcsivnssscssios 80.3 85.2 823
Common stock Drices eiccsaveossovssnces 99.7 132.2 979
Capitalized bond yiclds, Dominion «.... 162.1 140.8 157.0
Bank dBPOSitS severs e sRsREs et ses s e e 121 .2 121,12 12 Tl
Mineral production:
Copncr @XpOrtS seeseseasescscssess cte 590,169 350,004 388,702
Nickel 6xXDOrts seeceesssescsrsses cwbt. 169,086 217538 118,033
Zino @XPOrts svecsccsecvrocssnces oWbe 323,174 342,249 201;796
Gold shipments seeeevseseness finc oz. 354,965 SR ESBI9 364,375
Silver shipmanis .¢eseeveeeses fine oz. 595,160 1,589,689 1,208,492
548bastos oxXPOrts ecesevcavesan tons 19,057 2 I 13,924
Manufacturing Produstien:
Sugar Manufactured ...... sessss 1b. 95,504,000 87,559,375 28,008,721
Cattle slaughtorings .eeeeesees no. 166,718 149,515 143,596
Creamery butter production .... 1b. 29,095,028 24,511,895 165897 5908
Factory ohccse production «sse. 1be 11,471,559 Llvponicmenty 3w T2 A ORT
Cennad salmon 0xports «.....s.. cWt. 24,430 46,423 13,948
Newsprint production «.¢.ssee.. tons 207,678 309,232 200,794
N00dPULP OXPOTtS sssvessecnssas CWhe 965,925 . 1,589,614 651,793
Exports of planlis and bosards ft.124,957,000 152,758,000 90,978,000
Shingles exported eess..... squares SREAE 208,076 764,550
Stecl ingot production ....... tons 114,855 120,843 116,448
Pig iron production seveveecss.. tons 715602 78,147 65,644
Automobile production eee.s... No. 18,115 23,458 IT5) oM i,
Construction:
Contracts awarded .eaecsssces $ 18,590,000 24,170,500 15,027,700
Building permits eeseeeecoess $ 6,576,246 5,299,489 4,879,867
Carloadings cevessesvesesocsse No. 180,164 208,820 184,734
* Drgliminary ** Rovisad

May Cenal Traffic

Due to a light mevement of iron orc dovn and coal up the Sault Ste, llarie Canals,
total tonnage through the locks declined from 14,109,494 tons in May lest yoar to
3,365,290 in May this year. ‘lcat shipments were slightly hcavier, amounting to
13,050,290 bushols, and other greins increased from 5,646,040 to 18,188,760 bushals.,

Total freight using the Welland Ship Canal amounted to 1,740,439 tons in May
compared with 1,622,392 last year. The inerease of 118,047 tons was due largsly to
heavy shipments of corn down the canal, totalling 601,646 tons compared with 125,502.
Wheat, Plexseod, soft coal, iron ore and sand, gravel end stone declinod.

Freight on the St. Lawrence Canals incrcased to 1,512,230 tons in May from 1,24%,208
lagt yeare. Barley shipments inercased by 92,448 tons and corn by 350,758, but flaxsead
declined by 24,741 tons and whest 122,254. Fetrsleum and othar oils increasod by
49,411 tons, hard coal by 21,645, and iron ore by 7,820, Soft coal doclined 52,752 tons
end ocoks 37,380,

8alcs of 0il Burners

Canadian manufacturers sold 3,912 oil burners during 1937 for a total of $242,613.
This totel included 1,381 pewer btype and 2,521 atmospherie, gravity feed type. Produstion
in 1937 included 1,471 power burncrs and 2,135 of the gravity feed type compared with
1,136 power and §£,218 gravity in 1336.
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canada's Trade in Mav

Canada's trade was of the ~alue of 139,914,000 in May compared with $182,311,000
in May, 1837. The value of botn domestic exports and imports was lower, exports amounting
to $67,770,000 eompared with §103,525,000, and imports $67,123,000 compared with $76,707,000.
The value of re-exports of impoited commodities advanced to 45,022,000 from §2,079,000.
Duties collected on imports during the month amounted te $8,520,000 compared with $9,362,000.

Doestic Exports in May

Exports of Canadian products in May amounted in valus to §67,769,500 compared with
$103,524,553 in May, 1937, The amount to countries of the British Empire was $36,062,455
against $43,042,%47; the total to foreign countries was 31,707,045 against 360,482,406,
The value of domestio products exported to the United States and the United Kingdom was
considerably lower, the total to the former being less than half the amount for May, 1937.

The United Kingdom was the leading purchaser ef Canadian goods during the month with
a tetal of 327,889,138 compared with $34,628,540; the United States followed with $21,177,087
oompared with 347,982,975. Australia inereassd her purchases to the value of $2,485,640 from
$2,328,121, Germany to $1,344,830 from $979,241 and British South Africa to §1,301,212 from
$1,097,109, The total to Japan was 31,210,561 agasinst $2,331,090, to New Zaaland $1,000,453
against $1,255,680, and Norway $943,6599 against $456,315.

Exports to Turkey recorded a marked gain to $745,669 from $7,393. The total to New-
foundlend was $724,636 against $869,273; Netherlands, $720,721 against $2,488,906; France,
$670,108 against $561,914; Argentina, $492,842 against $254,551; Jeamaica, $475,536 ageinst
$611,622; Brazil, $469,646 against $224,279 end Sweden $422,170 against $132,165.

Other chief markets were as follows, with figures for May, 1937 in brackets: Trinidad
and Tobago, $329,112 ($379,003); Czechoslovakia, $316,327 ($79,271); British India,
$281,192 ($357,137); Hong Kong, $241,169 (5116,138); China, $222,801 (524,401); Straits
Sattlements, $222,476 ($581,000); French Afriea, $221,048 (34,646); Eire, $217,005 ($210,530);
Grosca, $208,000 (-=).

Production of Iron and Stesl

Production of pig iron in May at 71,602 tons was & nine per cent advance over the
previous month's total and eight per cent under the tonnage reported for May, 1937. The
month's output included €0,265 tons of basic iren, 2,196 tons of foundry iron and 9,141
tons of malleable iron, During the five months ended May, 339,783 tons of pig iron were
produced compared with 345,666 in the same period of 1937.

Output of steel ingots and direct steel eastings at 114,859 tons was slightly under
the 116,445 tons of April end five per cent less than the 120,843 tons made in May, 1937.
The cumulative total for the five months ended May was 561,340 tons against 594,433 a year
ago and 496,504 two years ago.

Ferrosilicon, spiegeleisen, ferromangesnese and ferrochrome were produced in May to
the sxtent of 6,441 tons compared with 8,686 in the previous month and 6,201 in May, 1937.

Prices of steel sheets and scrap were revised downward in May but other iron and steel
products remsined comparatively firme. Some contract buying appeared which was largely for
war materials, but small spot orders predominated. Operations of auto manufacturing plants
were balow those of last year. Output of plants manufacturing reilway rolling stock
increased, and mills continued to take limited quantities of scrap.
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Condition of Fruix “QE"YESEEEEQf
Crops at the liiddle of June

Reports throughout the Doninion show that almost without exception the orchards and
small fruits ceue though the winter without any damsge. In the liaritime Provinces the
onlv damage repcrted was the 50 per cent killing of raspberry plantations in Colchester
County. The cool moist weather stimulated growth but retarded the flowering periods In
both New Brunswick and Fova Scotia the long spring enabled the growers to spray their
orchards mors thoroughly than in any year in the past. Partly due to the weather and
partly to the thorough spraying, insect and fungus injury are at a minimum. The straw-
berries in both these provinces are looking excevtionally well at this time and better
than average crops are expected. In Nova Scotia the crop was being harvested in
commercial quantities about the 18th of June, while in New Brunswick picking is not
expected to begin until the 26th. The apple cron in Nova Scotia according to the
latest reports will be only average and will be about 20 per ocent less than last years.
In New Brunswick the apple crop is also expected to be considerably below last year
but will still be egqual to or slighvly better than average.

In Queoee the strawberry crop was being harvested in commercial quantities about
June 16 in the ifonireal area while picking is not expected until July 1 in the Quebec City
section. The crop prospects at the present time look very favourable but rain is the
deciding factor. The apple trees showed heavy bloom but the set is considerably below
first expectations. So far reports do not estimate the size of the apple crops 4All
vegetable crops are progressing rapidly brought on by the hot dry weather. In Ontario
the weasther continues favourable although the eastern section reports that the size of
the strawberry crop dopends on future reins. The apple crop varies somewhat with the
eastern section reporting slightly above average while the western section reports
slightly below. The sour cherry crop is also below average but the sweet cherries will
be slightly sbove average. Peaches will also be about average. The vegetable crop is
progressing normally but rain is needed in some drv sections. The reports from Manitoba
are not very promising. The weather has beon cool and very dry. Late frosts destroyed
some of the sarly vegetable crops and insects and dry weather may considerably raduce
the remainder.

In British Columbia the reports throughout the province show a decided lack of
moisture. Although thc tree fruits are not affected, the shallow rooted crops are
showing the raesult of the prolonged lack of rain. The most recent reports estimate a
slight decrease in the apple and apricot crop while pears, cherries, plums and peaches
show somewhat of an incrcase. The strawberry crop was at its peak on June 20 but is
expected to continue for another week or 10 days. Raspberry movement is oxpected during
the week of June 20 with carlot shipments by the end of the month. Cherries from the
Lower Oksnagan Valley have begun to move and heavy shipments will start about the 23rd.

Wheat Stocks in Store

Cenadian wheat in stora for the week ending June 17 decreased 1,510,420 bushels
from the previous week's total and 20,629,933 from the corresponding week last year.
The amount in store was reported as 27,644,272 bushels compared with 29,174,692 the
weak before snd 48,294,205 last year.

Stocks of Canadian wheat in the United States aggrogated 927,000 bushels compared
with 892,000 in the previous week and 5,944,294 e year ago. United States wheat in
Canada totalled 795,577 bushels against 787,122 in the previous week and 43,127 in the
corrgsponding week last year.

Wheat in rail transit smounted to 867,147 bushels compared with 1,067,095 in the
previous week and 1,547,789 a yecar ago. Lake transit wheat totalled 1,457,898 bushels
compared with 1,380,782 the woek before and 2,303,117 a year ago.
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Exports to thc United States

Canada's domestic oxports to the United States of commoditics affected by the trade
agrcoment were velued at 313,774,548 in May comparcd with $22,316,324 a ycar agos During
the five months cnded May the value of these commodities was $101,118,198 compared with
$189,116,861 in the corresponding pcriod last year.

Newsprint oxports declined in value to $7,539,805 from §$9,173,705; wood pulp to
$1,550,510 from $3,109,905; softwood plenks and boards to $618,057 from 31,289,157;
and whiskey to $574,817 from $1,634,932. Pulpwood advanced slightly to $451,695. Frash
lobsters wero valued at $318,929 ageinst $438,122; artifieial orudo abrasives, $290,018
against $449,948; cattle, $280,907 against $1,286,388; asbostos, $221,829 against
$445,320 and shingles $152,878 against $628,997.

Export of Chaoese

Export of chocso in May amountod to 37,257 cwt. of the valuc of $570,794 compared
with 16,204 at $253,044 in the previous month and 24,466 at $358,536 in May, 1937.
Purchases by the United Kingtom totalled 33,483 owt. The United States, Nowfoundland,
Jamaioa and Trinidad and Tobago were other chief markets.

Finaneing of Motor Vchicle Sales

There were 22,556 motor vechicles finanoccd to the extent of $10,089,544 in May
compared with 20,915 for $9,405,865 in April and 24,830 for $10,565,573 in May last year.,
The gain over the previous month was less than the usual seasonal amount and was down
942 per cont in number end 4.5 per cent in valuc from May, 1937,

New vohicles financed during May worc 14.5 per cent lower in number than in May
last yoar and 849 pcr cont lower in amount. The number financed was 6,988 compared with
8,175; the amouhts involved wcre $5,295,003 and $5,810,739, respcetively. Used vehicles
financed during the month totalled 15,568, a dcercasa of 6.5 por cent from the total of
16,655 a yoar ago; the valucs wero $4,794,541 and $4,754,834, respcetively.

During tho first five months, finencing of motor vchiole sales in Canade declined
8.1 per cent in numbor and 3.6 per cont in amount from the figures for thc samc period
of 1937. Volume to date shows 70,192 vchicles financed for $31,349,716 comparcd with
76,385 at $32,507,181 last ycar.

Produetion of Concontrated Milk

The production of all items of concentrated milk in Mey amounted to 19,638,875 pounds,
an inorcase over the preceding month of 4,303,165 pounds and 5,659,211 pounds more than
in May, 1937. The large increasc over May last ycar was attributablo chiefly to the item
evaporated milk, the production of which rosc from 9,030,465 pounds to 13,245,192,
Cumulative figures for tho first five months this year indicate an output of 63,690,311
pounds compered with 47,205,120 in thc corresponding period of 1937,

Output of Contral Electric Stations

A reduction in the requiroments of clcetrie power by pulp and paper mills was the
main faoctor in rcducing tho output of central clectrio stations in May to 2,081, 935,000
kilowatt hours from the total for May, 1937, of 2,301,167,000. In the previous month
the total was 2,063,801,000 kilowatt hours. Exports to thc United States amounted to
155,292,000 kélowatt hours compercd with 135,616,000 the month before and 161,033,000
a year ago. Consumption of firm power at 1,502,741,000 kilowett hours was only slightly
bolow tho total of 1,519,545,000 kilowatt hours for 1937; in the prcvious month the
total was 1,477,217,000 kilowntt hours.

Freight Traffic on Railways

Revenuo froight loaded at Canadian stations and reccived from forcicn connootions
during March amounted to 5,922,805 tons as against 6,632,733 a ycar sgo and 5,720,778
two ycars ago. Frcight loadcd at Canadian stations declinecd 232,259 tons from last
yoar's total, or by 5.2 pcr cent; imports declined 109,638 tons or 12 per ccent; and
foroign frcight dostined to forcign points dcclined by 368,031 tons, or 29 por caent.
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Housing in the Frairie Prov ncus

In urban localities o the Prairie Provinces 95 per cent of all buildings used for
humen habitation are single houses. The number of single dwelling houses showed very
little increase during th. interval between 1931 and 1936. In urben Manitoba the number
rose from 50,559 in 1931 to 51,396 in 1936. The urban localities of Saskatchewan recorded
an increase from 57,789 in 1931 to 58,923 in 1936, while the urban areas of Alberta
showed a more marked gain from 55,347 in 1931 to 58,360 in 1836, or about five per cent.

It is interesting to note that 90 per cent of all single dwelling heuses in urban
Manitoba are found in urban areas of 1,000 population and over, whereas in urben
Saskatchewsn and Alberta the psrcentages in urban areas of 1,000 population and more
are 58 and 77, raespectively. Approximately 75 per cent of the single houses in urbsn
localities of Manitoba, 40 per cent in urban Saskatchewan and 58 per cent in urban
Alberta are found in localities of 10,000 population end over.

Locording to the census a single dwelling house counts as one dwellinge 83dding the
ocoupied dwellings in apartments, rows, flats and semi-detached houses to the single
dwellings gives a total of 67,175 occupied dwellings in urban Manitoba at the 1936
census; the corresponding totals for urben localities in Saskatchewan and Alberta were
66,305 and 69,283, respectively.

The number of urban houscholds in Manitoba in 1936 was 75,364, in Saskatohewan
68,711, and in Alberta 73,569, or about seven per cent more households than oceupied
dwellings in the three provinces combined. Rural households numbered 85,690 in Manitoba,
139,057 in Sasketohewan and 112,156 in Alberta et the 1836 census.

It is significant that tho number of householders in the Prairie Provinces owning
their own homes declired over the period 1931 to 1938, the declina taking plece mainly
in the urban areas. The number living in owned homes in urban localities of Manitoba
was 35,147 in 1931 while in 1936 the number wes 32,726+ In Saskatchewan home owners
in urban localities decrcased from 36,744 in 1931 to 32,810 in 1936, while in Alberta
the decreass was from 36,021 to 34,519,

On the other hand, householders living in rented dwellings showed a corresponding
incresse. The number of tenent householdsrs in urban sreas of each of ‘the Prairie
Provinees in 1936 was: Manitoba, 42,230, Saskatchewan 35,288 and Alberta 58,368.

With respeot to rent of dwellings 1t is noteworthy that 45 per cent of the tenants
living in urban parts of the three provinoes paid less than $15 rent per months The
peroentages paying less than 715 per month were: Manitoba, 35; Saskatchewan, 56 ; and
Alberta, 4%3. This rental group included practically all relief households living in
rentad homes. In each province between 25 p.oc. and 30 pe.ce of the tenants paid between
$15 end $24 per month.

About one~fifth of the tenants in urban localities of these provinces paid a monthly
rent ranging betwean $25 and $40 per month, while just over 10 pec. in Manitoba and just
under 5 p.c. in Alberta and Saskatchewan paid 340 or more. Most of the tenants In
Manitoba who peid 340 or more in rant resided in the city of Winnipeg.

April Production of Gypsum

The Canadian production of gypsum in April reached a total of 49,579 tons compared
with 6,903 in the previous month and 65,708 in April last year. Output during the four
months ended April totalled 68,158 tons compared with 102, 360 in the oorresponding period
of 1937.

Exports of crude gypsum from Cenade emounted to 36,050 tons in soril; in the previous
month none was exported. One hundred and nine tons of plaster of Paris were shipped from
Canada in April compered with 126 in March.
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Primary Movement of Wheat

Whcat marketings in the Prairic Provinces for the week cnding Juna 17 amounted to
806,445 bushcls comparcd with 743;591 in the previous week and 701,993 in the corrasponding
weck lost ycar. Total markctings from August 1 to Junc 17 wera 120,758,132 bushels
comparcd with 161,202,216 in thc ssmc period of the previous erop ycar.

Overscas Export Z“lcaranccs of Whcat

Overscas oxport clcarances of whoat during the weck cnding June 17 amountod to
1,812,158 bushcls while imports into the Unitcd States for consumption and milling in
bond were 9,000 bushols. In the previous week the clcaranccs totalled 1,131,485 bushels
and Unitod Statos imports, 10,000 bushcls. During the weck of Juno 18, 1937, oversoas
cloaranccs amountod to 2,906,603 bushels and imports into the United States 412,000,

Total clcarances during thc period August 1 - Junc 17 were 69,067,127 bushcls,
whilc imports into the United States were 2,112,249 bushelse. In the corresponding
poriod last ycar thcro werc 133,664,706 bushcls cloaranccs and 41,022,803 bushcls
importcd into thc Unitod States.

May Building Pcrmits

The valuc of the building suthorizcd by 58 citics during May was higher than in any
May sincc 1931, rccording an incrcasc of 21.4 per cent over May, 1937. The advancc ovor
the previous month was 34.8 pcr cent. The authorizations in May aggrogated $6,576,296
comparcd with $4,879,867 in April and $5,416,299 in May last yoar.

During thc five months cnded May, authorizations amountcd to $19,220,788; this was
lowcr than thc aggrcgate of $22,050,984 rcported in the period January - May, 1937, but
was higher than in thec corrcsponding pcriod of 1936. Thc cumulative total for the samo
period in cach of the last scven ycars has been much lower than in ocarlicr ycars of the
rccord.

Retanll Prices, Rents and Costs of Scrvices

The Dominion Burcau of Statistics index number of rotail prioccs, rcnts and costs of
scrvicos on the basc 19262100, dcclincd slightly from 84.3 in April to 84.2 in May,
easior priccs for foods being partially offsct by an increasc in rcntal levels. Rotail
prices, including foods, coal, cokc, clothing, houschold rcquircments, tobacco, ctes,
fell feom 79.7 to 79.1.

An index for 46 food items fcll from 78.8 to 77.7, rcductions for cggs, butter and
potatocs influcneing the group more than gains for meats and tca. Scasonal doclincs in
priccs of coal and cokc causcd thc fucl index te rocede from 86.2 to 85.9. Tho rent
indox advanccd to 90.3 to 89.0.

Index Numbcrs of ngufacgurod and Natural
Fuol Gas uscd for Domestic Purposcs _

Indox number of pricos for manufactured fugl gas uscd by domcstic consumcrs in
Canada rosc from 93.6 to 94.5 in 1937, marking tho first break in a gradual decline
dating from 1921. For that ycar thc index was 109.4. Thc ocorrcsponding indox of
netural gas consumed as a domestic fucl wes 92.3 in both 1936 and 1937. Apart from
modoratc roactions in 1923 and 1924 a fairly stoady advancc in natural gas ratos took
placc between 1913 and 1925, but subscquontly the index dcoelinod until 1930. The
tendoney in 1931 and 1932 was again upward, aftcr which declinos persistod betwoen
1933 and 1936.

Fucl pricos goncrally have displayod a modcratc but persistont downward movomont
dating from 1921. The pcroentage of deercaso in that intcrval has boan roughly 22 par
cont, with principal fucls showing individual dcclincs as indicatod: coal, 22 por oont;
wood, 30; gas, 31; and clcetricity 7. Consumers' costs for manufacturcd gas aveoraged
lowcr for 1937 in British Colultbia, but werc highor for Ontario and unchangod in the
Maritimcs, Qucbecc and the Prairicss
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Births, Dcaths and Marringcs

A prcliminary statement rcleascd by the Dominion Burcau of Statistios shows that
there were 219,339 live births in Conada during 1937, giving an oquivalcnt annual ratc
of 19.7 pcr 1,000 population, as comparcd with 220,371 births and a ratc of 20.0 for
1936. There wore 8,448 illcgitimatc births, or 3.9 por ecnt of all live births comparcd
with 8,633 and thc samc perecntage of the total in 1936. Stillbirths numbercd 6,245
comparcd with 6,350; the percentage of tho total stood at 2.8 for both yoars.

The numbcr of dcaths ocourring during the ycar was 113,510 eomparcd with 107,050
in 1936, thc rate pcr 1,000 population standing at 10.2 against 9.7. Thc natural inorcasc
in Conada's population during thc ycar was 105,829 comparcd with 113,321 in 1936, the
ratc doclining to 9.5 pcr thousand from 10.3. Dcaths under onc ycar inorcascd to 16,650
from 14,574, end thosc undcr onc month to 7,507 from 7,393. Matcrnal dcaths declincd to
1,060 from 1,233. Marriagcs inorcascd to 87,715 from 80,904.

Reports Issucd During thc Weck

l. Births, Doaths and Marriages in thc Fourth Quartcr of 1937 (10 conts).
2e¢ Production of Asphalt Roofing, May (10 conts).
3+ Salcs of Asphalt Roofing, May (10 ocnts).
4+ Priccs and Pricc Indcxes, May (10 cents).
5e Building Pcrmits, May (10 ccnts).
6« Buildings, Dwcllings, Houscholds and Rcnt by Siza of Dwelling - Prairic
Provinces, 1936 (Ccnsus, 25 cents)e
7. Car Loadings (10 oconts).
8. Tclcgraphic Crop Report, Canada (10 conts).
9. Production of Iron and Stccl, May (10 ccnts).
10. Tradc of Canada, May (10 ccnts).
11. Index Numbcrs of Manufacturcd and Natursl Gucl Gas Uscd for
Domestic Purposcs, 1913 - 1937 (10 conts).
12. Indox Numbcrs of Wholosalc Priccs (10 cents),
13. Pruit ond Vegetable Crop Report (10 ccnts).
14. Rigld Insulating Board Industry, May (10 ccnts).
15. Monthly Traffic Report of Railways, March (10 ccnts).
16+ Output of Ccntral Elcetric Stations, May (10 conts).
17. Canadien Grain Statistics (10 cents).
18+ Production of Conccntratcd Milk, May (10 ccnts).
19. Financing of Motor Vchiclc Salcs, May (10 ocnts)e.
20+ Exports of Milk, Milk Products and Eggs, May (10 oconts).
21, Gypsum Production, April (10 conts).
22+ Sizc Factor in Onc-Room Schools (15 cents).
23, Index Numbers of Railway Frcight Ratos, 1913 - 1936 (25 ocnts).
24. Summary of Domestic Exports, May (10 ccnts).
28. Index Numbcrs of Sccurity Priccs and Forcign Exchange (10 conts)e
26+ Summary of Canal Traffio, May (10 ccnts).
27+ Quarterly Report of the Tradc of Canada, March 1938 (S0 cents ).
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