; . WEFKLY BULLETIN
\ Teominion Bureau of Statistics r

Department of Trade and Commerce

Vol. VII - No. 40 Ottawa, Saturday, October 7, 1939 Price %1,00 per year

Week ly Review of Economic Conditions

The six importent factors indicating the trend of economic conditions averaged lower
in the last week of September than in the preceding week. Declines were shown in ocar
loadings, bank clearings and in speculative tradinz, while the index of wholesale prices
was unchanged. The constructive factors were prices of high-grade bonds and common
stoeks. PFive of the six factors recorded increases over the seame week of 1938, the
excention being high-grade bond prices.

The increase in the railway freight movement during the 38th week of the year was
less then normel for the season. The index of car loadings consequently dropped from
99.0 to 95.8. A considerable decline w as shown in the Western division, while a slight
gain was recorded in the East. The total number of cars loadaed during the first 38 weeks
of the year was 1,762,000, a gain of nearly 36,000 cars over the same period of 1938.
Eight of the eleven commodity groups recorded gains in this comparison.

Wholesale prices were fully maintained in the week of September 28th, the index
remaining at 77.9. Recessions were shown in crop products and non-ferrous metals, while
the other main groups recorded gains. The sensitive index for 13 manufacturing materials
rose from 64,1 to 66.9, the standing on the same date of 1938 having bsen 50.2. "Decline
was shown én the Winnipeg Exchange, No. 1 Northern wheat dropping from 74 to 70 5 8.

Advances were recorded in flex and rye, contrasting with declines in oats and barley.
Concessions were made in tin prices on the New York markets while advances were shown

in zine from 6% to 6%.

High-grade bond prices recovered for the second consecutive wesek. The averdge
yisld of the issues used in the index fell from 3.76 to 3.69. The 4%'s of I947-57 weré
quoted at 104 3 8 against 1032 on September 26th. The 4's of 1947-52 rose 5 8 to 101 & 8.
Common stock prices were stronger on the Canadian exchanges, the indéx advancing from
96.3 to 100.1l. The index of 15 power and traction stocks rose from 52.1 to 54, 5.
Advences were recorded in each of the industrial groups of the official classification.

The weekly index was 108.1 against 110.2 in the preceding wsek, & decline of 1.9
per cent. As the standing was 106.3 in the same week of 1938, an increase of 1.7 per
cent was indicated.

Weekly Index with the Six Components

1826=100
Car ~Whole- Capitalized  Bank Prices of
Weekd load-~ sale Bond Clear- Common ?hagez ?egkly
Ende ingsl Pricses Yields2 ing53 Stocks e nEGRs
Oct. IR 15)5 2 BOXT 74. 5 146.6 104.2 96.0 158 7 HOELE
Sept. 23, 1939 99.0 T 129.2 125.2 96.3 273. 5 110. 2
Eept. 30, 1939 95. 8 e 9 131. 4 112.5 10@. 210.9 108.1

1. The index of carloadings is projected forward one week to correspond with the practice
in computing the weekly index. 2. Present value of a fixed net income in perpetuity from
Dominion long~term bonds. 3. Bank clearings were smoothed by taking a three weeks moving
average for the purpose of eliminating irregular fluctuations. Totals for Ottawa were
eliminated for all weeks shown, owing to incomparability introduced by the operations of
the Bank of Canada. 4. The weighting of the six major factors is determined from the
standard deviation from the long-term trend of each, based on date for the period from
January 1919 to August, 1936. The weighting therefore represents, not an attempt to

give the relative importance of the factors, but to place them on an equal footing by
eguating the tendency toward fluctuetion. The long-term trend determined from half-
yearly data in the psst-war period was eliminated from the composite and the resulting
index expressed as a percentage of the average during 1926,



. |

s ] s
ARTLIE - odin

.ﬁ”'i#i #"’?‘:A‘lﬂﬁ:‘“ﬂ Al . i ra .=l|r Ai'!W

: . N L1 5 AraeAraRl

.“]:g...'r-rl.l rfr,rt?- w o o’ A ":.g ; J
e 1E Y - S

l‘i 'T I'I'S'\tl.l- Pl e 0 ol 51 el

B o hatir o _||-

Fort e l

ol L Ar e g Wil




Business Gains in August over July

Busincss cporations roecorded a furthor advanco in August over the preceding month,
the indox of tho physical volumo of businoss roaching a new high point sinoco November,
1937. Four of tho fiveo main divisions sntoring into the compilation of the indox, showed
advancas over tho prceeceding month aftor seasonal adjustmont.

The index for manufpcturing production advancod about four points to 116.5. Tha
indox of oonstruction, wgile still at & low point with reforenoe to the base year, showad
a markod increase ovor July. The index of olectric output was 241 against 235.5. Distri-
bution basad on trado employment, car lcadings and ekxternal trado, recordad substantial
gain.. Mineral production, as indicated by nino important factors, on the other hand was
at & lower position in August then in tho procoding month, tho indox dropping about five
points to 233.2. The indox of livestock markotings on stockyards roso from 78.3 to 88.7.
Grain markotings were in largor volumo, tho index, ovon after scasonal adjustment, record-
ing & markod advance to 117:7 from 76.5 in tho procoding month.

»

Business Indexos in Augusf‘Comparod with July, 1926=100

PR ' 1939

Indcf“M» August July
Physical Volume of BusSiness iesseceesccoocecancsnsanss 125.2 120.5
fRdustrial ProdUcTion) Neids «elsls@ o o« 'ciotlssb 1,2 5 sxe ¢ 5 ole kel easy I 1275 123.9
Mincral Production -ao-uooxo;c--a-nooooc:o'oo-onuc-; 23302 238.5
COppOr OXPOrtS ssseescesseerosessessncasscsescanses 500.8 56747
Nickol oxports €2 IGO0 LI EDBENOD T8I0 BCOE eI OO LS 31042 28844
Laad PrOdquion ANBEPOaseNesN s e TN EBeeIaDEEL e oo oy - 130.4
Zino CXPOFtS Pe O uos e pnoemNteae s R s e ret s inseruenae 334.3 268.5
Gold shipmonts «.:acvacsstosimeseso e eessems sl s s 299.8 298.4
Silver ShipmenNts weisscsenssencsnsssnaesossssbansss 120.4 131.3
Mshostos 10X DORES T s Bee¥a digraysivisl o wiet Faial oBols o iiage ! SioRel MEPs 12245 136.1
Bauxito impOrtS 06 263980818080 00cissesesivetassaesns 1161.1 1723.2
gcalll prodRgtidontles oid % o 005 e e lose oS o oo sl e SaRale ) Hor R RoRe 113.5 102.0
Mabiinfie CELIr A S L oISl of %00 S PR, oy e 8o KRt Re et e e e 116.5 112.3
PoGRISHULTS! esletottiol o Fobi 50 088 o a-viefalerersfile exolarehe ale crofs ¥ wige 10647 104.1
P G YR GG GO e el okine) o 13he) o1e) i) o po SRS HREIS (eXaleRe) heron KRNI AT - 73.1
Qa'tmeal PReAVICIEGN 5 ¥ 5 Jile 510 95 3 » o craTelEac s 7 TRLENeNs - 38.6
Sugar manufelcTMABRA . %5 o . 5 s lec e s kel okl o elskeh e o lalane Talel o 91.3 85.1
Inspceted slaughtorings ...... S Mol alde o - o Be b - Ao o 155.5 135.8
Cattlo cesececesserescsvsavsnsosnmoncsosenascsstssse 141.5 140.2
ShOOp et B AN EDO 0 ISR EDRERSIEINEDRE R secmessnsensan 144.9 156 T
HOEBS evescroossocecsssessnrceonsassassoasssoncasnes 165.8 132.8
Croamory bUuttor esscecirserseessisssesvsscsnsnocsnss 148.0 145.4
Factory chcoS0 covessscssenccavesnss ciecussscesans 6746 6946
Salmon OXPOrtS esseessrsssvsscossscoscssnssansanss 44,0 4345
Tobaoco 2 0C OGP I D25 600065680008 c0aces®sssscsaccnsasasas 191-7 165.4
Cigar relcasOS sssecsscssasseaseesessnnscosaonnans 6741 64.0
Gl Gt be @ 08 5815 alells s [Pheks skeks sroyes sl sl s (sroXils oo o raaR-PeReRos 245.7 209.8
RabBeY «imDOBHE s o ok s'wid eiele o' s s o olslahe slio slo alolore sNeNokens 10743 147.7
Boots and shocs production seessessesscsasvcrsaanas - LI s/
RSN TS o R TNl SRcHekcrallss) oMonshokalogonahoiole) shelolzish e folle e N RoRRRaNoTe 133.3 133.0
Gotiton ! coNSUMBHICN Nl s -tete sefa:s alete s e 0 B0 o o oo o T 148.5 12640
Cothon yaBR ™ DNPorts svecsd.veid oo iiine.Papeehas = 121.3 117.0
Wool, raw and YOIrN ssesvescessesecsseseccssonsacas €6.6 173.1
FOPOStry O I NC O BE I P RS G RGN Es ER e OV ER D IIEARUECERERTPOONIGES 126-4 114-2
NGRS TN wli[Eminls s lolers & -Fs B)eals 3 HB0 (0 b 010 Toic 3 0o o 65 0 147.4 142.3
Wood pulp eXports «.eecscovvesescssrsrannsesninanns 82.0 60.3
Planks and boards oxports .ce.esesesscosessscacsann 11343 91.8
Shinglos oxported sceevocossasscunsasoscsessssasas 119.7 13945
Iron and St€Cl snscescevotsetasoasesannensscersenca 8l.4 88.9
Sielal DrodiiobHon s g St ey BTN L S ool bod 196.0 17640
Pig iron producticll ceessescenscsessacescscrrsscacas 103.6 100.1
Iron and stcel imports seesccoveserrocsosncocesoas 3643 716
Automobile production c.csseesssecscccoasosscesecnas 4645 70.1
Coko production cseecessersrecisasncessecscsnosreses 12849 126.7
Cruds petroloum IMPorts cveseesvesosacssssesenescscs 251.8 22746



=

o —

3
S,

o

=
—r
N =
-“La
foiy B
e

—
-
I
-
V=
X i E-
-
-
JT L
LG i
b4 3] -

- ol g g
. = ¥
= 3
B e
=

‘:lu
Se

FLd
{2
=4

o
z
+ 5

|
T : ?{ .l_
e
‘_ _.'.-‘

y
e

—_—
W

1

.,r |I1-héf1 -I”'
ij\ i) I.J\ .L.: J,|

(s 1 -
'h.'r’i*u' ", i
R ‘-.;:‘flg_i'; a :

- r‘.'ﬁ"

Yl -_-‘-"
- 1] .g!|||l-l'-|hi- »

l's N“jﬂ l‘ml;i it i-l:




. » =3

Rusiness Indexes in August Compared with July, 1926=100

= 1939
et August July
Construction . au .55 . eloiamicfoss s sishe horons s oois s sessasasasence 9. 8 53:2
O)eYayengtaXeno - N7 ol (=Ys jf 88 4 18 50l D 0.6 o0 O o) R 0. alo & 910 © DIoG 64.9 55812
Blaild e BRI S S < T Eroier= e Ayl Rl Phers X s ek er xRN e i 47.2 45.9
Cast of SARAEESTIRAR 5 8= .05 ov 5 wpap@ idBs o i 19 00« ms Sk 93.5 g%. 4
Bliecitinicyi ERWGHT \Fuites. ot sl gakogersrs) « s rakefl i¥enalcrale s o'y zpe oheris o Blekokage 241.0 235 &
BISTRADUBITN, o cosbtesoovn oo iimn s oo og s oo v ool otmers wanle s 118. 3 110. 6
Trade emPploymalE oo .o vvn v sbuesdniy ooy ovn Oy PRI T 135.9 137.1
CEr'BoalES” rrww s @5 ol irvea o4 o P )+ oo 3T+ & KW 7 7 50 Eae 82.0 76. 8
Imports ¢..... 008 0TI 0 0! 0 6 Cycktedt o o O OO O D00 D .e 93.2 864 1
ERRnaiatiar «p. L SRS € Chon Sl o, | A i ey, o ns iagalolepeatte coses L% 15 145.4
BR@aueersh! GEods i o odd o vies o oo ol 00 006D 0L 0 650 0 Lo a o C N2 2 116. 4
Consumers' GOOAS cwosessas s 00,0 e " O OMTTN 0 00k 1 B .00 0 6l 3.C & ) 1SR
Marketings -
Geanl ond Liwe Jtdek IMrERCIUES 75 v 0 - 46 b0 o0bla v ollBG . 3 112.4 76. 8
"Grain Marketings ..... { kil g Rae Bl & L20 I . R EIB sthisltle Ty 4y 7 7645
R TR G dgD o Db o o PALEE o dadcD d Tor oo 0 b SEBE o U5 816 55 0.0 nc RSN 74.0
TS o b 5 St oA o o'dlc B o el 4 e oA 5 BT o o 63.1 1223 7
BRr 18y . ... il Sl %, Bae & Bk, & CjL S b B iy o ety < 128.6 132.9
Flax P I I R P T P L R T PSP 205 106
B . . veaed B bl B e L. o e - b ann, e o A o % 26, 4 70. 8
Uivie Stock MATLHEINES woisaes o0 880 o 0 o o i MR BT o' 88. 7 78.3
CRiGBle: (... & CNPSITNS e M8 S0 v . e o oo B o Y o805l o' dot 87.6 84,7
REINES. o o 100 UL an s § Yy eI LT 163.6 144, 3
HEES ' J 8 e B Ya) - L aioms - ool SRl Y Sl SRR /sl Sie
BREE ¢ .ot bt 408 L M o oG A o ST I ST PO s 100, 3 79.9
B Btoraze HoROMSES -2 o oo B B @ Bine b opailishe Dl 13084 150.6
HEms .. o B o S BTy ST o LB o6 o8 96.4 96. 5
RUBEET S 6.l et ol o le s s Liolh e BB og oo o ¢ BT o5, 5 0l 5 ol 21t 243. 7
Cheese ....i0051. 30 Ko T o SR T S ey e R T I ac 1%4.0 163.9
Beef ..iend e O A DAL L ORE- 010 0 86 o b ¢ b A Bl 4 o 163.9 P
BEGIT | wegems o 35000 e HELON R RO O IO o (ol 0B o [0 0 LAB S 0.0 6 0 0 105 bty 106.9 93.4
MRBEER o 5o Gatns bl BB 05 o o5 ol i < A GBI R vesenemsessiens 248. 5 1S i,
FOT B 5us Fale 4 /sheve) i Yoo SHEo1 & oL oke O ALGG oo el Tin b ais o eisie vwis e siere 200.7 183.3
| 0o U RPN T~ 0 o e S0 010 o i oo bla o O o B AT 88, 1§ 78. 2
WERL v o8 o6 LT Tanid o e § o oid i spedeinls Eadbenl o uih . Sncucim i S 296. 9 304. 8

External Trade in August

Canada had a favourable trade balance of #48,324,413 in August as compared with
433,748,614 in the previous month and %29,511,684 in August, 1938.

A sharp advance was recorded in the value of Cansada's totml trade in August, amount-
ing to *173,740,571 as comparcd with 2149,708,714 in July and %143, 564,220 in August last
year.

Domestic exports totalled 109,941,277 compared with 290,797,055 in July and
483,468,997 a year ago. Imports were valued at %62,708,079 as against %457,980,050 in
July and %57,026,268 in August, 1938. Foreign exports amounted to 41,091,215 compared
with %931,609 in July and *3,068,955 last year.

External trade during the eight months ended August aggregated *1,111,790,859 com-
pared with %1,030,478,430 in the corrdsponding period last year. Domestic exports
totalled *662,72%,823 compared with *541,461,558, imports %441,767,448 against
%449, 541,032, and foreign exports *7,297, 588 compared with %39,475, 845,

Petroleum and Natural Gas Production

Cenada's July production of crude petroleum and natural gasoline established a new
high monthly record at 899,169 barrels as compared with 821,308 in the previous month and
701,813 in July, 1938 The total for the first seven months of the vear was ¢,270,407
barrels as compared with 3,623,291 in the corresponding period last year.

Production of natural gas in July amounted to 1,755, 544,000 cubic feet as compared
with 2,106,482,000 in June and 1,%9%,755,000 in July, 1938, The total for the seven
months ended July was 21,085,471,000 cubic feet as compared with 19,742,308,000 in the
same period last year.
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Production of &shgatcs

Shipments of asbestos by Canadian producers in July amounted to 28,671 tons as
compared with 28,188 in June and 23,344 in July, 1938. An increase of 11.2 per cent
was recorded in the amount shipped during the seven months ended July, amounting to
172,878 tons as compared with 155,515 in the same period of 1938.

Cement and Lime

Portlant cement shipments by Canadian producers rose in June to 727,842 barrels
from the previous moanth's total of 550,850. In June last year 750,691 barrels were
shipped. During the first six months of 1939 shipments aggregated 1,995,618 barrels
as compared with 2,172,218 in the first half of 1938.

Canadian producers sold or used 44,441 tons of lime during June as compared with
43,549 in May and 41,184 in June, 1938. During the first six months of the current year,
233,003 tons were shipped as compared with 281,343 in the same period of 1938,

-

July Production of Gpsum

A substantial increase was recorded in the July production of gypsup, the total
being 1€0,002 tons compared with 138,076 in June and 136,907 in July, 1938, The cumulative
production for the first seven menths of 1939 was also somewhat advanced, amounting to
519,172 tons compared with 472,369 in the same period of 1938,

Feldspar and Salt Output

Shipments of feldspar in July amounted to 921 tons compared with 968 in June and
978 in July, 1938, while during the seven months ended July the total was 5,618 tons as
against 7,144 in the same neriod of 193R.

Commercial salt groduction in July totalled 22,925 tons compared with 26,288 in
June and 20,350 in July last vear. During the seven months ending July shipments
aggregated 129,162 tons or 7.3 per ceat below the total for the corresponding months
of 1938,

Production of Silver

Canadian producers raeported an output of 2,736,180 ounces of silver in July compared
with 2,876,694 in June and 2,585,989 in July, 1938. Production during the seven months
ending July totalled 13,323,130 ouncss, representing an increase of 0. § per cent over the

output in the corresponding period of 1938.

Production of Lead

Canada's July ‘mtput of leac amonnted to 31,746,812 pounds as compared with
32,751,46° in the previous month and 38,724,783 in July, 1938, while during the seven
months ended July the output totalled 217,747,287 pounds as against 243,893,268 in the
same period of 1938, a d2ciine of 10.7 per cent.

Production of Zine

A sharp advance was rccordsd in Canada's "July output of zinc, with the result that
a new high monthly rucord was established at 53,307,875 pounds and comparcs with
36,897,673 pounds in June and 28,367,785 in July, 1938. The total for the seven months
ending July stands at 232,060,052 pounds compared with 226,568,181 in the corresponding
period last wvear.

Production of Leacinz Minerals
The production of Canada's leading minerals Jurinz the first half of 1939 was as

follows, with figures for 1938 in orackets: asbéstos, 144,207 (132,171) tons; cement,
1,995,618 (2,172,218) barrels; clay products, $1,589,425 (31,710,961); coal, 6,808,422
(6,931,173} todsy cepror, 298,468,599 (283 001,608) pounds; feldspar, 4,697 (6,166) tons;

old, 2,482,445 (2,220,070) {ine ounces: gypsum, 359,170 (333,462) tons; lead, 186,000,475
%20%,168,485§ mouncs; lime, 233,003 (231,343) tons; natural gas, 19,329,927,000

(18,146, 553,000) aubic feet; nickel, 1.0,314,754 (103,154,741); pounds; petroleum,
3,371,438 (2,921,478) barvels; comme~dial salt, 106,237 (119,026) tons; silver, 10,586,950
(10,6885, 160) fine susces; zine, 178,752,177 (198,200,396) pounds.
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Pulp and Paper Industry in 1938

The pulp and paper industry has headed the list of manufacturing industries in net
value of production since 1920, and in wage and salary distribution since 1922, replacing
the sawmills in both cases. It was first in gross value of production from 1925 when it
replaced the flour mills, until 1935 when it was overtaken by the non-ferrous metal
smelting and refining group.

The zross value of production of wood pulp and paper in 1938 was #183,898,000,
representing a decrease of 18,7 per cent from 1937, but an increase of 49 per cent over
1933, when production reached its lowest levsl.

This gross value represents the sum of the values of pulp made for sale in Canade,
pulp made for expart, and paper manufactured. It does not include pulpwood nor the pulp
made in combined pulp and paper mills for their own use in making paper. The net value
of production in 1938 was %89,034,000, compared with “106,002,000 in 1937.

Wood-pulp exports during the calendar year 1938 amounted to 554,037 tons with a
value of *27,730,738 as compared with 870,716 tons valued at %41,815,73) exported in
1937, marking decreases of 36.4 per cent in quantity and 33.7 per cent in value. Imports
of wood-pulp dropped 19.4 per cent from 21,053 tons in 1937 to 16,979 in 1938. All
imported wood-pulp came from the United States.

The exports of paper and paper goods during the calendar year 1938 were valued at
®112,872,776 as compared with 2136,164,168 in 1937. These exports were made up chiefly
of newsprint paper, 2,424,654 tons valued at %10%,615,042 being exported, of which
1,938,296 tons valued at *85,190,912 went to the United States. Since 1937 Canada's
exports of newsprint have surpassed those of wheat, which was formerly the leading
commodity exported. For a number of years Canadian newsprint exports have been greater
than those of the rest of the world combined. In 1938 newsprint exports showed a decrease
in quantity of 29.8 per cent, and a decrease in total value of 17.3 per cent from the
3,455,239 tons valued at 126,466,412 which were exported in 1937, During 1938 the total
value of paper and paper goods imported was 37,520,328, a decrease of 5.8 per cent from
the imports for 1937.

Shorn Wool Production

Shorn wool production in Canada for 1939 is estimated at 13,615,000 pounds as compared
with 13,386,000 pounds in 1938. Although the number of gheep shorn was two per cent less
than in 1938, the average yield ver fleece was one-fifth of a pound greater, bringing
total production above the 1938 level. Higher average yvields were reported in all
prooinces except Nova Scotia.

Average prices received by farmers for wool during the three months, June, July and
August of 1939 have been about the same as those prevailing in the same period of 1938.
Prices of Eastern wools at Toronto were slightly higher during the summer months of 19389,
but Western wools were about the same as a year ago, although there was some tendency for
prices to strengthen. Alberta and Ontario are the leading wool producing provinces.

Visible Suvpply of Wheat

Canadian wheat in store for the week ending September 29 amounted to 286,426,861
bushels compared with 254,547,808 in the previous week and 153,470,967 in the ocorrespond-
ing week last year. The smount of Canadian wheat in the United States was 11,586,000
bushels as compared with 9,381,000 a week ago and 2,836,000 last year,

Export Clearances of Wheat

Export clearances of wheat during the week ended September 29 amounted to 1,901, 877
bushels, while the imports into the United States for consumption and milling in bond
were 267,000 bushels, making a total of 2,168,877 bushels. This compares with 5,150,415
bushels for the corresponding week in 1938,

The accumulated total for the period August 1 to September 29 was 20,701,792 bushels
and the import into the United States for the sams period was 1,289,000 bushels, amount-
ing in all to 21,990,792 bushels compared with 20,836,688 a vear ago.
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Primary Mcvement of Vhoat

fhoot rezcipts In the Frairic Provineos for tho weok ending Scptombor 28 smounted
to 38,288,537 bushcls comparod with 37,796,057 in tho previous wcck and 30,241,394 in the
corrcsponding weck last yoar. The totals follow by provinoes, with thosc for 1938 in
brackets: Manitoba, 1,734,540 (1,125,782) bushcls; Saskatohowan, 22,090,897 (12,596,493);
Alborta, 14,463,100 (16,519,119).

Markectings for the cight woeks onded Septomber 29 aggrecgatod 221,164,261 bushels
comparod with 161,892,518 in tho corrssponding period of the prcvious ‘ohop year s The
totals woro as follows, by provineccs: Manitoba, 43,730,922 (35,441,376) bushcls; Sask-
stohowan, 124,763,563 (64,778,387); Albcrta, 52,649,774 (61,672,755)

Tho Sear Territory

Tho Saar Territory, sntorod by Fronoh trocps in the first fow days of the wor, is an
. industrial and mining rogion on the Fronoo-Gorman frontior, north of Lorraincs It has
an arsa of 737 squarc milos and a population of ovecr 800,000, Th- basie industry is
coal, good for industrisl purposcs and gas production, and modoratoly good for coka,
wlth 31 mincs omploying 67,000 mon.

At theo rostoration of the Saar Basin to Germany in 1935 the production of cocal wes
ovor 11 millior metric tons, cokc ncarly two million motric tons, plg iron ncarly two
million metric tons, steel 2,127,000 m:tpic tons, rollcd stool 1,446,000 mctric tons.
Since that timo thoe statisticsl figures scoarata from the rost of Germeny, havc not
bcon availablos Next in importance camec ceramic, glass and chomical products. The
Sear is largcly dependent on imports for cortain commoditios, including food supplice.

Twe of tho towns prominontly mantioned in the war dospatshes arc Saarbrucken and
Saarlouiss. Searbrucken owcs its namo to 2 bridgs which cxistsd in Romen timcs. It was
in the possession of France from 1801 to 1815, whon by tho Poacc of Paris it was ocdod
to tho Allics and madc over to Prussin. Saarbruckon has a-population of ahout 130,000,
Soearlouis, which has a population of cver 16,000, was foundod in 1681 by Louis XIV of
Franco. It also, by tho Pcaca of Paris in 1815, was caded to thc Allias and by thom was

made over to Prussia.

The Trcaty of Versailles gave Franca ebsolutc possassion of the mines as compansation
for dostruction of hcr nerthorn minss during the Viorld War and as part payment towards
Gorman rcparations. Districts containing thesc mines wero dotached from Gsrmany end
formod intc the Saar Territory. To assurc the welfsro of the inhabitants and cnablo
France to cxplout tho mines, an intcrnetional geverning commission, rcsponsible to thae
Leagwe of Naticns as trustco, and oxcrcising ell powers of govcrmmont formerly hcld by
the Germon Empirc, Frussis and Bavaria, was instituted for 15 yoorse This commission
had fivc members, onc Fronoh, onc netive non-French inhebitsnt of the Snar, onc British,
ono Czscho-Slovak and cnc Finnishe At the ond of tho 15-yoar periocd in 1935 the Losgue
of Nations institutcd a plebiscite by the inhabitants of tho Snar ss to whother or not
they would prefer to roturn to Germany. The vote was largoly in faveur of & roturn and
tho Saar Tarritory was aceordingly rasterad to Gurmany.

Imports ci Lumbor and Timbor by the Unitecd Kingdom

Today's n:ows csbles from Europc indicatc suma zetien by Russia in comncotion with hcr
important cxports of lumbar and timbor to the United Kingdome British imports of lumber
and timbcr from leading producing countrics during the first six months of 1959 were
valucd as follows: Canada, £3,759,115; Swadcn, £2,104,320; Finland, £2,041,934; United
Statcs, £2,015,998; Pcland, £1,329,348; Soviot Union, £529,981; Francc,-£714,959; Latvia,
£663,061; Yugoslavia, £328,698; Estonia, £123,467; Lithusnie, £42,702. British impaorts
from Russia werc slightly morc than half of what they ware twe yoars agoe
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Rotai%iﬁprchaq@}io nggc in 1938

fua mecreas aars v e s vs e me

Dollar volume of rotail purchasing was woll mointainod in Conada in 1938, salas for
tho year at $2,404,756,000 standing only two por ccent bolow the amount rccorded for 1937
and still ninc pcr oont above tho 1936 Icvol. The rolativo position occupicd by chain
storcs varied but little in 1938, salws totalling $414,448,300, or 17.2 pur ccnt of the
total busincss transactod comparcd with $414,133,300 sales and 8 ratio of 16¢9 por oont
iy (S S T, o

Indoxcs of Country General Stora Sales

Country genoral store salas in August wero meintainod within narrow limits of tho
level obtaining in tho coriosponding month a yoar ago, tho indox standing at 110.1
comparcd with 112¢6:. In tho provious month tho indox was 105:8.

Indoxos of Wholesalc Sales

Dellar valuo of wholosulo salos in August was 4.5 per cont higher than in tho
corrcsponding month last yoar, tha index of nino linos of trado combined, on tho basa
1930=100, standing o+ 102.6 as against 98.2. In tho provious month it was 92.1.

For thc first oight months of 1939 tha vaiuc of salus was lo3 por cont highor than

for the corrosponding period & yoar age. $ix kinds of businass rcgistored improvoments,
whilo two rogistcred lossos.

Rotail Salcs @Emﬁﬂﬂﬁiﬁ

Salas in Augnst by twelve lines of rotail business doaling chicfly in food, clothing
and houschold roguircmonts were 4.0 por cent highor than in thc corrcsponcing month last
yoar, and warc 2.1 per oent morc than in tho provious month. Tho indox number stood at
72.9 comparad with 71.4 in July end 70.1 in August, 1938.

During the first cight months of this year the valuc of sales was Oel pcr oont in
advance of thc corrosponding poriod last yoar, 10 linos of busincss rocording doolinos
ond two advances.

i e

Bank Dcbits in August

The amount of choquos cashed in clearing contres throughout Canada was highor in
August, totalling $2,389,741,000 ¢ompered with $2,376,528,000 in July and $2,371,129,000
in August, 1938. Dobits in the first cight months of 1939 aggrogntoed $19,899,600,000
against $19,422,600,000 for the samo poricd of last yoar, a gain of more than $477,000,000

or 2.5 per conte.

Tho dcbits wora as follows by ceconomic aroces in August with figuros for hugust, 1938,
in brackcts: Maritimc Provinces, $52,189.431 (£53,256,622); Quobec, $795,1186,626
(§780,047,900); Ontario, $971,187,833 ($1,072,530,927); Frairic Provinces, $406,649,240
($307,749,558); British Criambia, $164,595,323 ($157,544,520),

Stocks of Rofincd §555£

Stocks of refinod sugar on Scptomber 9 amounted to 208,745,075 pounds, compared with
234,244,266 at tho ond of the provious four wock pericd. During tha latost four wceks tho
amount sold was 137,477,503 pounds comparod with 97,339,771 in tho provious period, an
incrcasc of 40,137,732 pounds. This was also an incroased salc of 35,923,410 pounds over
tho semc poriod of a ycar ago.

Stocks of Forcign Corn

4 nozable incroesc was roeorded in %ho smount of foroign sorn in Canada on Scptomber
29, tho tctal being 6,229,298 bushels 25 sompared with 1,686,440 on iho corrcspending dato
last yoare Tie smount of Unitsd States corn in store in this country was 3,704,571 buchcls
48 ocmrarod wita 1,432,674, South African 1,521,123 bushels comparod with 193,749, and

Argentine 7,604 bushels cgumparcd witva €C,017-

s e .
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Milling in August

Cenadian flour mills. wcro considorably morc active in lugust, grinding a total of
6,383,258 bushcls cf whcat as comparod with 4,940,255 in August, 1938+ Flour production
totallod 1,382,158 barrcls comparcd with 1,103,037 barrcls, and 379,276 barrols wecre
oxported as comparcd with 286,270.

Othcr grains were ground in August as follows, with figuros for August, 1938, in
brackcts: oats, 1,095,328 (959,110) bushcls; corn, 213,394 (2562,749); barlcy, 119,095
(97,989); buckwhcat, 3,315 (4,430); ¢nd mixod groin, 1,361,999 (1,084,736).

Rcports Issucd During the Weok

1. Canadian Grain Statistics (10 ccnts).
2. Milling Statistios, Asugust (10 ccnts).
3. Tradc of Canadn, hugust (10 ccnts)e
4, Coment, Cloy Preducts and Limc, Junc (10 ccnts).
5. Asbastos Production, July (10 ccnts)e
6. Pctrolcum and Natural Gas Froduction, July, and Gasolinc Salos, Junc (10 conts).
7. Non-Fcrrous Smclting and Rofining Industry, 1938 (15 conts).
8+ Car Loadings (10 ocnts)e
9, Indcxcs of Country Goncral Storo Selcs, Lugust (10 ocnts).
10. Rctail Mcrchandise Trode in Cennda, 1938 (25 conts)s
11. Rotail Mcrchandiso Trado in British Columbia, 1938 (10 conts).
12. Dairying Statistios, 1930 to 1933 (10 conts).
13. Dairying Statistics, 1933 to 1938 (10 ccnts)e
14, Silver, Lecad and Zine Froduoticn, July (10 ccnts).
15. Foldspar and Salt Production, July (10 conts).
16+ Gypsum Producticn, July (10 ccnts)e
17. Bank Debits to Individual 4ccounts, August (10 conts).
184 Statistics of Elootric Railways, 1938 (15 conts).
194 Sccurity Pricoes and Forcign Exchange (10 ccnts).
20s Thc Fulp and Papor Industry in Canade, 1938 (20 ccnts)s
214 Production of Shorn Woo}, 1939 (10 ccnts).
22, Sugar Roport - August 19 to Scptember 9, 1939 (10 conts)e
23. Exports of Mcats, Lard and Sausagc Casings, sugust (10 conts).
24, Exports of Rubbcr and Insuletod Wirc and Cablo, hsugust (10 ocnts)e
254 Monthly Indexcs of Rctail Salos, sugust (10 conts).
26+ Monthly Indcxcs of Wholosale Snles, August (10 conts)e.
274 Weckly Indoxes of Wholesalo Salos (10 conts)e.
28+ Conada's Leading Minoral Products, Junc (10 conts).
29+ Advanoo Preliminary Statoment of Stocks of Buttor, Checoso and Eggs in
Irincipal Citios, October 1 (10 conts).
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