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Weekly Indexes

There are six indexes available on a weekly
basis in Canada that reflect the general
economic trend. These ocover respectively:
Business - carloadings and wholesale prices,
Finance - bank clearings and bond yields, and
Speculation - common stock prices and shares
traded. Notes on the indexes follow:

The volume of freizht carried by Canadien railways declined slightly in the tenth
week of the vear compered with the preceding week, but showed an encouraging gein of 5,674
cers or 13.6 p.c. over the corresponding week of 1939, Loadings in the latest week
totalled 47,438 cars as against 48,348 in the week of March 2nd, so that the adjusted
index dropped 13 points to 77.5. The improvement noted this yeer has tended, during the
past month, to be principally in the eastern division while current operations in the
west remained at about the levels of last year. Cumulative totals for the first ten
weeks show inoreeses over 1939 in all groups except livestock, where a minor decline of
277 cars was experienced. Grain and grain products were up 26,281 cars and miscellaneous
eormodities, an excellent barometer of business activities, rose 11,206 ears. Loadings
for the forestry group -- pulp wood, pulp and paper, and other forest products advenoced
over 14,000 cers. Railway revenues this year have shown good gains over the same weeks
of last yeer,

Wholesale prices were steady in the week of March 15th, although slight recessions
were shown in vegeteble products and animal products. The officiel index &t 83.1
registered & gain of 13.7 p.c. over the same week of last year, with all groups except
non-mete11lic minerals showing a considerable advance. The minor advence in the latter
group wes restricted by price controls initiated by purchasing boards. The trend of
graein prices in Tinnipeg was downward during the week. TVheat, oc.ts, barley and rye
declined from fractionnlly to nearly 2 cents, while flox advanced 6 cents to w2404 7/8,
a record for many years. lMotals were steady at Montreal but export copper and tin were
weaker at New York. Tin prices have shown & tendency to fluctuate widely since the
beginning of hostilities in September due to shipping difficulties and increased
insurtnce retes. Cettle prices were firm ot Toronto while bacon hogs advanced ten
cents to ¢%.10. The volume of hog sloughterings this year 1s over 51 p.c. greater than
in the seme weeks of 1939.

Bank clearings showed & recession of nearly 2 p.c. in the week but wero about 10 pece.
grecter than in the scme week of 1939. Trading on the Montreal and Toronto stock exchanges
was heavier during the week under review, & gain of nearly 24 p.c. having been shown in
the index, but the eurrent level remains some 25 p.c. below that experienced in March
last yecr.

Common stock prices showed little activity during the weck and the index was un-
chonged at 99.4. Gains were shown in the pulp and paper group, milling and textiles
and clothing, while oils cnd food and allied products showed decline., Mining stock
priees were generally lower during the week although a broader troding interest de-
veloped, the index declining from 134.3 to }32.5, representing o loss of 27 points
fram the corresponding week one year agos

Bond prices continued firm during the week and the turnover was relatively lighte
it New York exchange rates were foatured by erratic fluctusntions caused by the
ennounocement of the British EDxchange Control Board which limits the use of free
sterling for export transactions. The decline in the Cenadian dollar paralleled the
movement in sterling. New York "free" quctations fell to 82 cents on Mareh 14, compered
with 85 3/8 eonts o weck eerlicr.

n generel index computed by c¢liminating the long-term trend end welghting inversely
the six indexes on the besis of their tendency to fluctuation was 105.9 in the week of
March 16 cgoinst 106.4 in the preceding week, o decline of OeS DeCe
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Weekly Index with the Six Components

1926=100 !
Woek Car Wholo- Capitalized Bank Prices of Shavos Wookly
load=- sale Bond Cloar=- Common
EHa. ingsl Prices Yields? ingss Stocks " Trated Inss
forch 18, 1939 68.2 10«1 152: 0 98, 4 107. 5 160, 8 105, 1
March 9, 1940 79.1 83.1 136. 1 108, 9 ‘99, 4 97, 1 106. 4
Merch 16, 1940 77,5 83. 1 136, 2 NOHES 99.4 120.1 105, §

1. The index of carloadings is projected forward one week to corrospond with tho practice
in computing the weekly index. 2. Prosent volue of a fixed net income in perpetuity

from Dominion long-term bonds. 3. Bank clearings wore smoothed by taking a three weeks
moving average for the purpose of eliminating irregular fluctuations, Totals for Ottawa
wero oliminated for all weeks shown, owing to incomparability introduced by the operations
of the Bank of Cenada, 4. The weighting of the six major factors is determined from the
standerd deviation from the long-torm trond of each, based on data for tho pericd from
January 1919 to August, 1936. The weighting therefore ropresents, not an attempt to give
the relativo importance of the factors, but to place them on en oqual footing by equating
the tondency toward fluetuation, The long-term trond dotormined from half-yearly data in
tho post-war period wes eliminated from the composite and tho resulting index exprossed
as a percentage of the average during 1926.

Wheat Situation

During the past four weeks, whoat markets have followed an irregular course with
little not ohango in prevailing price levels. Part of the market uncertainty has boen
due to lack of a conclusive appraisal of United Statos winter whoat prospocts on tho
basis of prosont conditions. Europoan political developmonts, including the Russo-
Finnish peaco and rumourod other suggestions of poace, have also contributed to market
hesitation. Moarnwhile, disposal of the Canadian export surplus is taking place at an
accolorated ratc, as indiecated both by the volume of new export salos and by the volume
of weekly wheat cloarances. Moderate concern is developing for spring wheat prospocts
both in the Unitod States and in Canada in larzo arcas where acutumn moisture supplios
werc deficient,

Regardless of prospocts for tho Canadian wheat erop in 1940, ample axport supplies
in the 1940-41 soason are virtually assured. During the present crop soason it is now
prodicted that the total Canadian oxport movement of whoat and wheat flour will approxim-
ate 210 million bushols, This is some 20 millions more than was forocast last Novomber,
but allows for circumstances such as the Argentine crop failure, incroasod British mill-
ings,of Caonadian wheat and other factors which have devoloped in Canada's favour since
that tima. Canada's wheat supplies available for export or ecarry-ovor during tho presont
crop season amountod to 456.6 million bushels. If the 210 million bushel forecast for
the total crop-yeor's oxports is realized, then tho July 31 earry-over of whoat in Canada
ghould be somewhat under 250 million bushels. A carry-over of this magnitude will ensure
the availability of ampleo oxport supplies in the coming crop season against anything but
+he most sorious crop failure.

Conadian oxport cloarancos of wheat have been excoptionally hoavy during tho past
throo weoks, considoring that navigation is still closeod on tho St. Lawronce. Tho waokly
eloarances havo rocently beon ranging betwoen 4.4 and 4 8 million bushels. Exports of
wheat flour have alsc beon woll maintainod. Calculating tho total oxport movomont on
the basis of export clearancos, United Statos imports and flecur exports (partly ostinatod)
from August~l, 1939 to Merch 14, 1940, 120 millien bushcls have moved into export so far
this soasone On tdc other hand, tho Customs exports of wheat and whoat flour, which
incluce whoot moved into store in the Unitod Stotes, have totallod 132.8 million bushols
up to the end of Fobrusry, The visible supply of Canadian wheat is being roducod grad-
ually and now stands at 315.3 million bushols, Primary deliveries of whoat from Prairie
Province farms have averagod 1.5 million bushols wookly during the past four weoks,
bringing the total primary movement from August 1, 1939 to March 15, 1540, to 376.7
million bushels, out of estimated total marketings for the 1939-40 scason of approximatoly
415 million.

Produetion of Concentrated Milk

The production of the various items of concentrated milk in February totalled
$,270,017 pounds, an increaso of 3,359,876 or 57 per cent over February 1939, To the
totel Fobruary output this ycar thc concentrated whole milk products contributed
7,321,239 pounds and tho by-products 1,948,778. Evaporated milk accountod for 70 per cent
of the total output and skim milk pocwder 14 per cent.
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Business Conditions in February

The strategic factors indicating the trend of economic conditions averaged higher in
February than in the preceding month. A marked gain was shown in the deposit liabilities
of the chartered banks at February first. Increases were recorded in demand and notice
deposits over tho preceding month, and marked gains were also shown over the same date of
1939,

Notice deposits reached a new high point at $1,750 million, compared with $1,667
million ona year ago. During the same period, current loans showed an increase from $792
million to $956 million. The surplus of notice deposits over current loars consequently
showed a decline, the total having been $794 million against $876 million. The security
holdings of tho banks wére about $200 million greater at the first of February, the total
emount having been $1,654 million. Another indication of the acceleration in sconomic
activity was the increase of the notes in the hands of the public from $192 million to
*230 million,

Cormon stock prices averaged slightly lower than in January, but no important trend
has developed during the last two years. Stock prices have fluctuated during that period,
with rallies to a large extent counterbalancing the reactions. Commodity prices were
practically maintained in February at the intermediate maximum reached in the preceding
month. The rcaction from the beginning of 1938 to August last has been offset by the
marked gains of the last six months.

Business operations recorded recession from the high level of the first month of the
year. An advencc from March, one year ago, to January last, had resultoed in a new high
level of business operations. According to the factors presently available, some reces-
sion was showm in the second month of the year. The level of operations remained high,
some factors recording a maximum over the same month of any year since 1919.

Tho level of mineral operations was not maintained in February, even after seasonal
adjustment. An exception was the export of copper. The adjusted index rose from 517 to
523, Nickel cxports, on the other hand, were at a somewhat lower level, the total having
been 16.2 million pounds against 20,6 million. The receipts of gold at the Mint showed
recession, whilo a gain was recorded in silver shipments after seasonal adjustment.
Asbestos exports were particularly heavy in February, exceeding the same morths for any
yoor since tho last war. A slight increase was shown in the output of coal;, wvhich was
greater than in any other February since 1930.

A slight goin was shown in the production of factory cheese, while the rocession in
creamery butter waes greater than normal for the season. A marked decline was shown in
tho export of canned salmon.

The forestry industry was less active in February than in the preceding month,
eccording to the compilation of four important factors. Nowsprint production showed
a slight gein after seasonal adjustment, the total -output having been 231,823 tons
ageinst 251,032 in January. The export of shingles showed an increase, while the
outward shipments of wood-pulp and planks end boards were at a lower position.

The index of automobile production rose about five points to 96, Contracts awarded
emounted to $11.8 million against $8.8 million in January. The traffic movement was
neerly maintained in February after seasonal adjustment, the total having been 199,145
cars against 210,229, The consequent recession in the index was from 86.7 to 83.1

Econoﬁic Factors in February 1940 compared with
the preceding month and February 1939.

ol AT R TR T February February  January
1940 1939 I 1940

Index of Physical Volume of Business ... 1926=100 * TTleF |1 138, 6
Bank deposits esecsiccsssecscrscarenses 19265100 139./6 127.0 134.9
Copper OXpOTtS .esvevsccrssesevencrones evrt. 397, 592 396511 481,667
Nickel exXports eeeesescescessssnsesesns cwt. 161, 533 187,876 205, 805
Zine exports sececeveratsacsoccoasovavas cwt. 196,923 240,757 364,787
A8BbOStOS OXPOrtsS teveevracevoccccocnens tons 15,368 8,349 12,437
Sugar manufactured sseesevcrrecrcsonces lbs. 33,158,321 23,004,993 54,728,387
Cheese, factory production ¢.veeeiacess 1bs. LN618),:329 1,188,477 1,708,145
Butter, creamery production ........sss 1bs. 9,166,012 8,479,347 10,444,259
Newsprint production sesvcsrcceccessans tons 231,823 200,631 261,032
Planks and boards exported ¢eeeecenen.s K 117,668 124,056 167 5689
Shingles exportod +.vceecrsssroconvnnas squares 213,391 242,208 173,334
Corloadings eccovesensnnscsssecessosanens No. 199,145 159,745 210,229
Cotton consumphbilon sveecvacenesscnans 4 1bs. 1759287, 590 7,678,415 13,673,154
Controcts awarded .. cvevauss ALy | RS 11,768,900 11,322,900 8,844,700
_Bank debits ...... Joa ) SNl . 000% Sy 2L 2,050,004 2,674,335

* Lvailable irformation shows con51darable decroasc in February from January 1h‘the
physical volume of business..
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SRk s Darsdedo Yapaphp i@ Fobruary

Canada'c domastic oxports advancod 23.5 por cent during February, or to $71,079,000
from 57,572,000 in the corresponding month last year. Countries of the British Empire
incroasoed thoir purchases by 26 per cont to ;37,686,000 from $29,916,000 and othor coun-
tries by 20.7 per cont to $33,393,000 from £27,656,000.

The Unitcd Kingdom was the heaviest purchaser with a total of $29,688,000 compared
with $22,776,000 in February, 1939, a gain of 30,3 per cent. The United States was in
second place at $24,899,000 compared with 319,698,000, up 26.4 per cent, followed by
Australia at $3,261,000 agoinst §52,618,000, France 2,284,000 against $524,000, Japan
51,445,000 against 32,211,000 and British South Africa $1,487,000 against $977,000.

Other leading export markots were as follows, with 1939 figures in brackets: Norway,
$883,000 ($394,000); 3ritish Wost Indies, 847,000 ($782,000); Netherlands, $705,000
($775,000); Nowfoundland, $416,000 ($224,000); Portuguese Africa, #296,000 (%78,000);
Straits Sgttlements, 3401,000 {;167,000); British India with Burma, $397,000 (3304,000);
Now Zealagd, $286,000 (41,308,000); Belgium, 278,000 ({477,000); Brazil, $275,000
($215,000).

Riarieter_of Oanadars Damostioc Exporys

Canada's domestic exports in February wore valued at $71,079,000 compared with
257,572,000 in February, 1939. Purchascc by the Unitod Kingdom aggrogated $29,688,000
compared with 522,776,000 and by the United States 24,900,000 compared with $19,698,000
in February, 1939.

Leading exports werc as follows, with figures for February 1939 in brackets: news-
print paper, $9,516,000 (§7,001,000); wheat, $5,775,000 (43,532,000); coppor, %4,082,000
($3,871,000); nickol, $3.955,000 (i4,551,000); moats, $3,879,000 (%2,448,000); wood pulp,
83,399,000 (51,782,000); aluminium, $3,265,000 ($2,726,000); planks and boards,

12,913,000 (52,551,000); whoat flour, 82,135,000 (§887,000); fish, $2,023,000 (i$1,970,000);
furs, $1,764,000 (31,775,000); aukomobilss, 51,733,000 (#2,341,000); asbestos, $1,303,000
(4684,000); rubber, chiefly tires and Dotwear, 351,099,000 (§1,315,000); machinery,

855,000 (3921,000); fertilizors, $804,000 ($€60;000).

Production of Automqbiles

Production of automobiles in February totallod 18,193 units compared with 17,213 in
January and 14,300 in February, 1939. The output in February this year included 12,779
passengor cars and 5,414 commercial vehicles, 10,253 passenger cars and 2,955 trucks
being made for sale in Canada, the remainder being intended for export.

Production of Gypsum

The Canadian production of gypsum in December amounted to 139,363 tons compared with
185,595 in Novembor and 82,028 in Docember, 1938. During the calendar year 1939 produe-
tion aggrogated 1,429,790 tons in comparison with 1,008,799 in 1938,

Production of Asbestos

Canadian producers shipped 31,946 tons of asbustos in December compared with 40,568
in the preceding month and 17,444 in December, 1938. Shipments during 1939 aggregated
364,024 tons compared with 289,793 in 1938.

Shipnoutc o2 Rigid Insulating Board

Domestic shipments of rigid insnluting board in February totalled 3,569,454 square
feet as compared with 3,509,964 in January and 2,014,959 in February, 1939. Shipments
during January ond February this year aggregated 7,079,418 square feet in comparison with
4,216,071 in the corrosponding period of 1939,

Department Storo Sales in February

Department store sales were 20 per cent higher in February than in the same month of
1939 and were :ip ono por cant cver January, 1940. Unadjusted indexes on the base 1930
equals 100 stocd at 61,8 for February, 54.2 for Fobruary 1939, and 64.2 for January.
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Building Pormits in February

The totul value of building permits issued in February by 106 municipalitics was
$3,722,799. Rovised figures for January show 117 municipalities reporting o valuo of
©3,334,337, The aggrogate value of permits issucd in the first two months of 1940 was
MLOGT , 136,

Of tho pormits issucd in February, $2,549,770 ropresented new construction work end
81,173,029 additions, nlterations and repairs. Residontial permits totalled 51,982,109,
institutional $157,114, commercial $612,563, industrial $756,088 and other buildings
$214,950.

" 3

Traffic on Railways in Decembor
Rovenuo froight loadod at Canadian stations and rocoived from foreign conncctions

during Docombor amountod to 7,092,875 tons comparcd with 5,846,857 in Docombor, 1938.

Tho largc incrocses were in agricultural products, manufactures and miscollenoous froight.

For tho year 1939 thc total traffic carried was 84,179,821 tons comparod with 75,780,858

tons in 1938,

Railways in Canada in 1939

Gross carnings of Canadian railways for 1939 amountod to $363,325,824 as ageinst
3333,094,288 for 1938. With an incroasc in oporating oxponscs of only 8,542,689, tho
oporating incomo was increasod by 321,636,865 or from 25,012,390 to 46,649,256, Froight
traffic incrcasod by 16,7 por cont, substantial incroasos being reocorded occh month from
May to Scptomber and for November and Decomber. Passenger traffic declinod by 1.7 por
cont, docrcasos being recorded in eight of the twelve months. The monthly average numbor
of omployocs increcasod from 119,228 to 121,007 or by 1.5 per cent and the pay-roll by
45,132,391 or 2.8 por cent.

Gross rovonucs of Canadian lines of tho Canadian National for 1939 incroased to
3173,059,119 from {156,585,254 in 1938 or by 10.5 per cent. Oporating ocxpenses ineroasod
by 45,461,839 or 3.6 por cent and the oporating incomo by 10,899,908 or from $154, 580
to 511,054,488. Froight traffic increesed by 17.9 per cent and passenger traffic
docroascd by 2.2 per cont. All four lines in the United States showed largcr gross
rovenues and improved oporating incomes, although deficits were shown by the Duluth,
Winnipeg and Pacific and the New England lines. The systom gross rcvorues ineroascd
to 4203,820,186 from $182,241,722 in 1938 and tho operating incomo incroascd to
312,438,388 from a dobit of 2,133,039, an improvement of 914,571,427,

The Canndian Pacific Railway Company carncd $152,148,993 in 1939 as against
$143,198,532 in 1938, an increase of 8,950,461 or 6,3 per cent. Oporating oxponses
werc indroased by "'1,330,441 dand the oporating income was increased from $20,755,466
toc 128,523,819 or by #7,771,353. Froight traffic was 15,7 per cont heavicr than in
193¢ and passonger traffic was 1.3 por cont lightor.

Worli Whelesale Pr;qoﬂggzggents

Tho slight upward trend in wholesale prices, noted during the first half of 19539,
continucd at a groatly accelerated ratc throughout the third and fourth quoitsis of the
year. In most instancos the major part of this advance occurrsd subsoquant to the out-
break of European hostilities in September.

In Germony the wholesale index moved within exceptionally nerrow linits due to
continueation of the strict price control which has been oxercised during tho peost
fow yoars.

fustralia alone, cmong countrics for which indexes were available, showod o docline
in 1939, and that was of minor proportions. All Junc-Docember index comparisons showed
noet advances.

In the United Kingdom wholesale prices showed 2 rise of 23.0 por cont during the
yoar as indicated by the Board of Trade index which closed at 120.9 comparod with 98,3
o yoor earlier, After the outbreak of war this index rose 23.2 per cent. United King-
dom price advances occurred largely for imported goods whose price risc was hoightened
by tho fivo t> 14 per cont deprcciation for sterling in the final gquarter in torms of
loading foreijm currcncies. During this same period, increased freight and insurance
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costs gave added impotus to a risc in all imported goods in those countries within the
war area.

Canadian wholesalo prices pursued o narrowly lower course for the first oight months
of 1939 but Jumped 12.8 per cent in the last four to closeo at 8l.7. This amounted te a
not gain of 11.5 per cont on the yocar.

Compored with most other leading industrial countries, the rise in Unitod Statos
wholosale prices over the pest year wes rolatively small. The gonoral wholesale indox
of the Bureau of Lebor Statistics showed an advance of only 2,0 per cent during tho year,
though thero was o 5.6 per cent incroase between August and Docember.

The rapid advenco in wholosale pricos in China, dating from the commencement of
Sino-Japaneso hostilities in July, 1937, continued through 1939. At the close of the
yoar o Chinose index (for Shanghai) showed a net riso of 123.3 por cont when compared
with tho final 1938 figure; 40.3 por cont of this incroase coming botwoon August and
Docombar. This was by far the largest advanco for any country.

Afmong wholesale prico indoxes for cther countrios, sharp rises woro noted for India
(Caleutta), up 44.2 per coent during 1939 and 37.0 por cont sinco fugust; Bolgium, 30,6
per cont for the year, and 33.5 per cent sinco fLugust; and Denmark 30.0 per cont for the
year, and 28.8 per cont sincc August.

World Cost of Living Movenents

Although cost of living indoxass showod considerable increasos in certain countries
during 1939, ospecially in tho last four months of the year, there was the usual lag
when compared with major advances in wholesalo price lewvels. For a list of countries
publishing cost of living scries, not advences wore rocorded for cll but one botwoon
December 1938 and December 1939, Food prices for almost all of these countries showed
geins oxceeding those of othor family budget groups by a considorablo margin.

In the United States the Nationel Industrial Conferonco Bocrd indox on tho base
1923=100, declined 0.9 por cont during 1939 to 85.3 in Decembor. Decroases in ront,
clothing and miscollanecus sub-group indexes more then outweighod a narrow rise in
food pricos.

In the United Kingdom o cost of living index published by the Ministry of Labour
moved up 10.9 per cont in 1939 and 11.6 per cent after August. Foods closed the yoar
12.9 per cent abovo Docember 1938 lovels, whilo a rise of 14.6 per cont was rocorded

aftor August.

A4 quarterly index for Eirc advanced 9.2 por cent botween November 1938 and 1939,
while an August-November comparison showod an advanco of 12.7 per cont.

Led by a 4.1 por cent incroase in food pricos, thoro was a 2.3 por cont inoroase
in tho Canadian cost of living index between December 1938 and 1939. The August-December
comparison showed a 2.8 per cent rise in the composite figure, which brought the index
to 85 3 in Docembor.

Paralleling the hugc increase in wholesale prices, the Chinese (Shanghai) cost of
living index rose 103.0 per cent in 1939, 45.5 por cont of this amount being addoed
after August. In the samo intorval tho food group index for this sorios roso 136.7
por cent.

Recording tho socond largost inercase noted, the Japanoso index (Tokio sorioes)
advencod 13.2 por cont in 1939, while foods moved up 17.4 por cent. -

In Australia the risc in the cost of living serios excesdod that for wholesalae
prices. The Australinn cost of living indox for six stato capitals advancod 2.3 por
cent during tho ycar as compared with o small declino in tho wholosale index over a
similar period. Botweon lLugust and Decombor there was an advance of 1.1 por cont in
tho Australian rotail index.

In Gormany, eontinued striet control over rotail pricoes hold group indoxos 6xcop=
tionally steacy throughout the year, tho vost of living index closing only 0.9 por cent
highor at 126.4.
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Births, Deaths and Marriages

Live births in Caneda during tho third quarter of 1939 numbered 57,423, giving an
gquivalent annuel rate of 20.2 per 1,000 population as compared with 59,511 and a rate
of 21,1 for the third quarter of 1938, There were 2,040 illegitimate births f. rming
3.6 per cent of all live births, as compared with 2,155 and the ‘same rate. Stillbirths
amounted to 1,464 or 2.5 per cent of all births as against 1,595 and a rate of 2.6.

Deaths totalled 23,762 with a rate of 8,3 per 1,000 population as compared with
24,474 and a rate of 8.7. Deaths under one year of age numbored 3,067 and the infant
mortality rate was 53 per 1,000 live births. These figuros compared with 3,371 deaths
and a rato of 57 in the corresponding period of 1938. Denths under one month of age
numbered 1,492, giving a rate of 26 per 1,000 live births es against 1,630 and a rate
of 27. There werc 205 maternal deaths as compared with 256 and the rate was 3.6 as
against 4.3.

The number of deaths assigned to certain causes in the third quartor of 1939 vas
as follows, with figures for the corresponding period of 1938 in breckets: Typhoid and
paratyphoid fever, 46 (57); small-pox, nil (nil); measles, 27 (44); sccrlet fover, 17
(27); whooping-cough, 109 (101); diphthoria, 68 (93); influenza, 185 (214); infantile
paralysis, 24 (41); tuberculosis, 1,376 (1,447); cancor, 3,086 (3,104); cercbral
haemorrhage, cercbral ombolism and thrombosis, 425 (460); disosses of tho heart, 3,931
(3,671); diseases of tho artories, 2,296 (2,231); pneumonia, 783 (1,025); diarrhoesa
and entoritis, 1006 (1,017); nephritis, 1,367 (1,383); suicide, 253 (235); homicide,

37 (32); cutomobile accidents, 519 (490); other violent deaths, 1,388 (1,400).

There werc 32,698 marricges giving a rate of 11.5 as against 26,099 or a rate of
92 ir the third guarter of 1938,

Production of Conccutrated Milk

The production of the various iteoms of concontrated milk in Fobruary totnllod
9,270,017 pounds, an increassc of 3,359,876 or 57 por cent over Fobruary 1939, To tho
total February output this yoar the concentrated wholo milk products contributed
7,321,239 pounds and the by-products 1,948,778, aporatod milk accounted for 70 per
cont of the total ocutput and skim milk powder 14 per cent.

Stocks of Foreign Corn

Stocks of foreign corn in Canada on March 15 totalled 1,943,892 bushels in compari-
son with 4,007,295 on the corresponding date last yoar, the countrics of origin boing os
follows, with 1939 totels in brackots: South Africa, 1,061,023 (389,416) bushols;
United Stotes, 882,810 (3,418,309); Argentina, 59 (27,780); Australia, nil (L, B8

Wheat Stocks ig Stogg

Canadien whoat in storc on March 15 omounted to 315,280,914 bushcls in comparison
with 317,561,177 a weck carlier and 142,747,668 on tho corresponding dato last yoar.
Tho crmount in the United States wns 25,680,964 bushels as against 26,382,469 tho weck
bofore and 3,101,000 on the same date in 1939,

Exgort Clcarances_gf thgg

Export clearances overscas and imports of Cdnadien wheat into the United States for
consumption and milling in bond amountod to 4,955,026 bushels during the weck onding
Merch 15 as compared with 2,011,702 in the corrosponding week last yecar, Tho total from
Lugust 1 to March 15 was 100,537,222 bushels as against 94,674,802 in the samo period of
the previous erop yeer.

Primarx Movencnt of thgg

Wheat rocoipts in the Prairie Provinces during tho wook ending March 15 totalled
1,778,970 bushols conpared with 1,688,433 in the previous woek and 1,275,403 in the-
corresponding week last year. By provinces the receipts wereo as follows, figures within
brdckets boin; those for 1939: Manitoba, 121,973 (136,815) bushels; Saskatchewan,
945,625 (552,590); Alberta, 711,372 (585,998).
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Morkeotings for the thirty-throo wecks onding Harch 15 aggregotod 376,692,668 bushaels
as against 265,033,651 in the corrosponding poriod of the previcus crop yoar, the totals
boing as follows by provinces, respectively: Manitobe, 50,723,845 (41,149,838) bushels;
Saskatchowan, 209,408,925 (105,59<,67%); Alberta, 116,559,798 (118,289,139).

BEstimate of Grain Crops in Jxrgontina

Having as its basis thc results contained in 20,000 threshormen's returns, covoring
more than 30,000 farms, thoe Ministry of Agriculture in Argentine has issued its second
foraecest of the voluno of the five principal fiecld orops, oxcluding maize. The figuros
follow, with those for the first ostimcte in brackets: whoat, 118,019,000 (146,972,000)
bushels; linseed, %:,368,000 (49,210,000); oats, 59,914,000 (58,358,000); barley,
36,744,000 (34,447,000); rye, 15,196,000 (14,173,000).

Lunbor Industry in 1938

Canadian sawmills had a gross production value in 1938 of (92,855,906 in comparison
with 104,849,785 in 1937. The production of lumber wes valued at 72,633,418 compared
with 382,776,822 in 1937, shinglos (6,894,654 against 7,631,691, pulpwood 33,775,583
agoinst 4,156,148, ties 2,344,596 agoinst 12,395,445, slabs and edgings 1,215,728
conmpered with 956,476, box shooks 990,096 compared with ;1,144%,651.

The lumbor cut in 1938 wos as follows by provinces, with 1937 totals in brackets:
British Columbia, 2,04+,876,000 (2,072,675,000) board feet; Quebec, 724,652,000
(700, 530,000); Ontario, 439,397,000 (539,828,000); New Brunswiok, 223,38<,000
(306,823,000); Novae Scotia, l¢l,50+,000 (178,160,000); Alberta, 102,070,000
(101,420,000); Manitoba, 52,190,000 (58,114,000); Saskatchewan, 35,753,000 (41,739,000);
Prince Edward Island, 4,525,000 (6,312,000).

Leather Industry in 1938

The value of production of the Canadian leathor industry in 1938 was $19,661,089
comparcd with 26,269,794 in the preceding yoar. The decrensa in total value is due
to o combination of lessoned output and lower prices. Chief omongst the many kinds of
leathor produced by Canadian tanneries were the following itoms, the figures for 1937
being in brackets: oak tanned sole leather, (5,235,112 ((j6,975,906); cattlc and horse
hide upper leather, 53,664,977 (44,708,763); calf skin upper leathor, 3,224,411
(%3,790,315); potent and onamclled shoe leather, 1,492,127 ({2,213,975); and glove
lecther, 31,159,187 (1,781,399).

Roports Issued during the Week

1. The Acids, Alkalies and Salts Industry, 1938 (15 cents).

2. Gypsun Production, December (10 cents).

3. Weekly Indox Numbers of Wholesale Prices (10 cents).

4. Summary of Canada's Domestic Experts, February (10 cents).

5. Building Permits, February (10 cents).

6. Tho Wire and Viire Goods Industry, 1938 (25 conts).

7. The Boilers, Tanks and Engines Industry, 1938 (25 cents).

8. Monthly Traffic Report cf Railways, Docember (10 cents).

9. Car Loadings (10 conts).

10. Cenada's Domestic Exports by Principel Countries, February (10 ecents).
11, Asbestos Production, December (10 cents).
12, World Price Movements (25 cents).
13, Production of Concontrated Milk, February (10 cents).

14, Canadian Grain Statisties (10 cents).

15. Monthly Roview of the Whoat Situation (10 cents).

16. Tho Grain Situation in Argentina (10 conts).
17. Operating Rovonuocs, Exponsos and Statistics of Reilways, 1939 (10 cents).
18. Operating Rovenuocs, Exponses and Statistics of Railways, December (10 oonts),.
19. The Leathor Industry, Canada, 1938 (25 cents).
20. Births, Doaths and Marriages, Third Quarter, 1939 (10 conts).

21. Zutorobile Production, February (10 conts).
22. Prolininary Report on the Lumber Industry, 1938 (25 conts).
23. Security Prices and Forcign Exchange (10 cents).

24. Dopartment Store Sales, February (10 comts).
25. Rigid Insulating Board Industry, February (10 cents).
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