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eckly Indexes

i

Lo There are six indexes available on a weekly
ﬂ ) basis in Canada that refloct the general
SEp 1_’ //pconomic trend. These cover rospectively:
i y Business - carloedings and wholesalo prices,
SR ( Finance - benk clearings and bond yiolds, and
Spoculation - cormon stock prices and shres tradod.

| q o
1 Notes on the indoxcs follow®

Mainly due to the congestion in tho grain areas, reilvay traffic showed rocession in
the first wook of Sopterbere The total movement was 55,361 ears against 60,477 in the
precoding wock, The scasonally adjusted index consequently roceded from 85,0 to 8247
The index was nearly maintained for the Eastorn Division while & drop from 80,9 to 69,8 was
shown in the West. The total traffic movemont for the first thirty-six weeks of the prus-
ent year was 1,859,000 cars, showing a marked gain over the same period of 1939,

Wholesale prices wero re¢latively stable in the first wook of Septembor, the index
rising slightly to 32,8, Gains werc shown in crop and animal products and non=ferrous
metals, while other groups were unchangeds Tho fluctuation in the general price level was
rolatively of minor proportions during tho first thirtyesix weoks of the yonr. During
Soptembor 1939, subscquent to the outbreak of war, wholesale prices rose sharply and tho
advance was continuod until the ond of the yoear. The conssquont increcse in the last in-
dex from the first woek of September one year a;o was 9.1 p.cs, the standing at thet tirme
having been 75,9,

Interast was centerod in tho high-grade bond market during the weck under roviows An
increase was shown in the pricos of principal issuss, An indox of capitalized bend yields
rose 0,4 por cent, the zgoin ovor the samo weck of 1939 having been 7.2 per conte Tho turn-
over, howover, was light prior to the new Dominion war loan offerod for public subscrip-
tion on September 9« The adjusted index of bank clearings showed a recession from 97,0 to
94. 1.

A significant movemeat of the weok was the approciable gain in common stock prices,
the index advancing from 77.4 to 82,4, Gains wore recorded in cach of the groups in the
official classifications The incroase in the index of 15 power and traction stocks was
from 48,8 to 50,4. Spooulative trading, howover, romained at o rclatively low leval.

Tho goneral Indox computed by climinating tho long-term trend and weighting inverscly
the six indoxcs on the basis of their tendoncy to fluctuation was 103,9 in the week of
Scptomber 7 against 1043 in the preceding wock, a docline of 0,3 per conte The standing =
in the week of Septombor S, 1939 was 107,7, a deeline of 3,5 por cent having boen indicatcd,

A Yeekly Index with Six Components

192€+-100
Car - Whole= Capitelized Bank Pricus of Shares Weokly
Week load= salo Bond Clear- Common Praded Index 3
Ended ings Prices  Yialdg i ings 2 Stocks
Sapt. 49, Loo9 ' 0L | 1%9 £ PR ] 12563 102.3 30, 2 O
Auge 31, 1940 850 6267 139.9 97¢0 7.4 23,6 104, 3
Scpte 7, 1940 82,4 24 8 140. 5 9de 1 824 4 23.0 103, 9

le Present value of a {ixod net income in porpotuity from Dominion lenge-tocrm bondse 24 Bank
clearings ware smoothed by taking a three wecks moving averago for the purpose of eliminat=
ingiirregular fluctuationss Totals for Ottawa ware climinated for all weeks shown owing

to incomparability introdueal by the operatidns of thc Bank of Canada, 3, The woighting of

tho six major factors is determined from the standard devintion from the long-term trong of
eéach, basud on data for the period from January 1919 to August 1936, Tho weighting, thcro=
fore, ropresants not an attempt to give the relative impertance of the factors but to rlace
them on an oqual footing by equatipg the tondency toward fluctuction, The long-torm trend

detormined from the half=-vearly data in the post-=war period was oliminatod from the compos-
itc and the resulting index oxpressed as & percentage of tho average during the year 19264
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Estimated Production of Prineipal Grain Crops

A wheat crop vory little smaller than the rocord production of 132G is being hare-
vestod in"Canada this yoear. The total 1940 whoat crop is ostimated at 561,104,000 bushols,
of which 534,000,000 wero produced in tho Prairio Frovinces. Theso ostimatos are close
to the 544,598,000 bushels produced in the Prairie Provinces and 566,726,000 produced
in tho whole of Canada in 1925, making tho 1940 crop roadily the socond largost in the
annals of Canadian wheat production. The 1940 crop is 71,481,000 bushels lergor than
the third estimate of the 1239 crop, although the final estimate for 1939 will likely
be raised in viow of the unexpoctedly heavy crop marketings which occurred at the ond
of the crop year.

The oat and barley crops are slightly largor this year than in 1939, Total oat
production in 1940 is estimated at 405,095,000 bushels, an increase of 20,688,000
bushels over that of last year. The total barley crop is estimatod at 110, 538,000
bushels, showing an increase of 7,391,000 bushols over the 1939 production. Fall rye
is ostimated at 10,710,000 bushols and spring rye at 3,883,000 bushols, with the total
rye orop of 14,593,000 bushels showing & roduction of 714,000 bushols from lest year's
production. Flaxseod production, on the other hand, shows a considorablo increase
rosulting both from a larger acreage and o better yiold per acre. Tho 1940 flaxscod
crop amounted to 3,490,000 bushels compared with the 1939 cerop of 2,169,000 bushols.

The 1940 hay and clover crop at 13,716,000 tons shows a small incroaso of 339,000
tons over the 1939 crop. Larger hay and clover crops were ' harvestod this year in
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, flberta and British Columbia, while
New Brunswick, lenitoba and Saskatchewan experienced reduced yiolds.

Among the late-sown crops, potatoes and supgar beets wero in somowhat better condi-
tion on August 31 than on the same date in 1939. The alfalfa crop and pastures woro
also in botter condition. On the other hand, corn for husking, foddor corn, peas, beans
and buckwheat were in poorer condition than on August 31, 1939. Both husking and fodder
corn in Ontario havo experienced unfavourablo weather conditions. Whilo fodder corn
in the four western provinces was in better condition this year, the improvement in
thaso provincos was not sufficiont to offset declines in tho condition of the corn
crop in all the oastern provinces.

Wheat Stocks in Storo

Canadian wheat in store on Soptember 6 amountod to 316,564,031 bushels as compared
with 303,869,766 a weok ago and 180,731,302 on tho corresponding dato last yoar. The
ameunt of Canadian wheat in the United States on tho latest date was 33,175,439 bushals
in comparison with 31,509,292 at the end of tho previocus weok and 7,330,000 a year ago.

Primary Movement of Whecat

Wheat receipts in the Prairie Provinces during the wock endod September 6 amountad
to 16,247,504 bushels compared with 14,905,389 in tho previous weok and 42,560,766 in the
corrasponding week last yoar. Totals follow by provinces, with figures for 1939 in
brackets: Manitoba, 1,900,499 (7,692,208) bushels; Saskatchewan, 10,729,162 (25,431,366);
ALlberta, 3,617,843 (9,437,192).

Recoipts of wheat during the five weecks endod Scptembor 6 totalled 48,636,547 bushols
in comparison with 102,176,186 in the corresponding puriod of the previous crop year.
Totals follow by provinces: Manitoba, 9,824,113 (33,000,600) bushcls; Sasketchowan,
28,647,190 (49,450,510); Alborta, 10,165,244 (19,725,076).

Produckion. of Butter and Cheoese

Tho Canadian production of croamery buttor doclinod slightly in August, totalling
33,954,195 pounds as compared with 34,042,808 in August, 1939. Output during the eight
months onded August aggregated 188,283,014 pounds in comparison with 186,334,057 a year
8go, & gain of one per cent.

Cheese production in August rose 16.3 per cent to 23,926,523 pounds from 20,569,026
in August, 1939, This brought the eight month total to 95,750,044 pounds from 84,323,514
& year ago, o gein of 13.68 por cente.
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Stocl Ingot Production

Output of stael ingots in Canada amounted to 166,079 tons in August compared with
164,501 in July and 115,784 in August, 1939. Production during the cight months oendod
sugust totalled 1,251,942 tons ageinst 703,509 mado during the corrosponding period
(0177 1939.

Production of Coal and Coke

Tho production of coal in Canada in July totallod 1,227,967 tons as conparod with
1,147,803 in Junie and 1,093,542 in July, 1939, Output during tho soven months onded July
aggregated 9,455,368 tons in comparison with 7,909,311 in the corresponding poriod last
yo&ro

Canada inported 2,398,461 tons of coal in~July this yoar compared with 1,590,973 &
yoor agoe Jnthracite imports amounted to 594,562 tons, bituminous 1,804,052 and lignite
47 tons. Exports of Canadian coal rose to 73,702 tons from 18,627 in July, 1939,

Produstion of coke from cocl emounted to 258,411 tons in July against 249,232 in
Juno and 189,25% in July last yoar. Output during tho soven months onded July aggrogatod
1,717,000 tons as against 1,312,000 in the same poriod last year,

Prcduction of Leadins Mincrals

Proliminary preduction figures of several loading Cenadian minorals for the first
six months of 1940 follow, with corresponding totals for 1935 in brockots: asbostos,
156,457 (144,207) tons; cemont, 2,727,804 (1,991,691) barrels; c¢lay products, $2,080,660
($1,509,425); coal, 8,227,401 (6,816,269) tons; foldspar, 9,075 (4,697) tons; gold,
2,572,042 (2,469,969) fine ouncos; gypsum, 544,763 (359,170) tons; limo, 332,416
(237,933) tons; natural gas, 20,100,023,000 (19,329,927,000) cubic foet; potroloum,
3,681,029 (3,371,238) barrels; commorcial salt, 105,625 (106,237) tons; silver,
11,991,734 (10,586,950) fine ouncas.

The publication of special monthly bullotins on all ninerals oxcapt coal, "gold,
crude potroleun and natural gas has beon suspendod for tho duration of the war.

Sales of New Moter Vehicles in July

Sales of new motor vehicles in July, the first month in which tho now taxation was iu
offect, reflect tho rosults of hoavy June buying in anticipation of higher prices., Thero
wore 6,849 new motor vohicles retailed for $7,7965,349 in July this yoar comparod with
15,730 roted 1ing for 17,502,885 in June and 7,333 for 536,495,146 in July last yoar,

Salos for the yoar to date wore well above thosc for the same pariod of 1939, the

total being §3,6<9 units valued at 104,167,007 as comparcd with 75,366 units sold for
$82,497,482 in the first scven months of 1938,

Rodilvoy Btabistics for June

Freight traffic of Camedian railways in Juno meesured in revenue ton milos was the
hoaviest for tho month to date, oxcecding 1939 traffic by 93 por cont and 1929 traffic by
21 por cent. The average revenuc per ton mile was only 0,791 conts, as against 1.08 conts
in June 1929, and conscquently freight rovenues wore less than in 1529 but groater than
any othor June since 1930.

‘Tetol zross reovonucs cof "36,913,950 wore alsc grocter than for any other Junc sinece
1630. The incrozse over 1939 revenues was £10,753,544 or 41,1 per cont for the totel,
+8,983,958 or 48 pur cont for froight and w1, 774,214 or 152 per cent for expresse Tho ox-
pross povenue wns not only the larzest June revenue oarncd but also was larger than for
any other menth to dato,

Oporating cxponscs inerossed over 1939 by 33,260,65: or 13 per cont and tho operating
income was incrcasod by 37,0856, 866,

For the first half of the yeor gross revonuos incrocsod from »153,180, @46 in 1939 to
$192,100,813 and tho oporating income ineruased from 18,139,443 to 126,472,900,
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Cuncda's Domestic Stports, dn August

With increuses being common to most of the me.jor commodities Cunuda's domestic ex-
ports inorewsed in .ugust to +110, 548,015 from $78,559,608 in august, 1939, a gain of
$34,988,407. The total for the first eight months of 1940 moved up to %759,409,309 from
$554,847,365 in the corresponding period of 1939, an advance of $204,621,944,

Foreign exports in .ngust were volued at ¥811,556 as compared with 3916,134 in

«sugust lust vear, while the value for the first eight months of 1940 aggregeted 37,064,464
in comparison with 36,736,142 in the cight months of 1939.

Commeércizl Foilures in Cinade

Commercial failures in Cuanada during the first six months of 1940 declined to 651
from 717 in the correaponding period of 1939, The defaulted liabilities totalled
#6,559,057 as ocompared with w7,781,778 and the grand total assets #4,318,057 as compared
with $5,402,471.

Civil nviation in Cennde

Great stides have been mude in recent yours in Cuncda in the field of aviation and
future years undoubtedly hold still further remarkable developments .

During the first three months of 1940 the mileage flown by civil airoraft in Canada
totalled 2,474,562, of which 2,120,906 wcre revenue miles and 363,756 non-revenue miles.
The totel numbcr of pessengors cerricd was 52,001, exclusive of orecws. The freight trans-
ported cogreguted 3,108,083 pounds, clong with 739,082 pounds of mail.

No attempt has bien made to estimete the mileage for sush flying as for¢stry putrol,
fishery pctrol, photography, surveying, advertising, school instruction, ¢xhibitions, etc.
The hours flown in such scrviccs, however, have becn made available. The revenue hours
flown by civil aircraft during the first threc months of 1940 totulled 17,369, non-rovenuo
1,548, forostry patrol 25, fishery patrol 23, photography-surveying 142, school instruction
1,235 ond exhibitions 296, meking & ogrend totnl of 20,643 hours.

The foregoing information is taken from the first report on Civil .viction compiled
on a quarterly basis by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

tlotion Fictures in 1939

Wer conditions prevailing during the last four months of 1939 apparently hed but
little effeot upon theatre cttendonce. Patrons to moving picture houses peid a total
of 334,010,115 for genercl admission, exolusive of amusement toxes in 1939, the highest
amount reocorded sinecc 1931 and up by 1.1 per cent over the $33,635,052 roported for 1938.
The number of ndmissions was 138,497,043, or 0.4 por cent above the number roported for
the preceding year. The average price of admission wes 24.5 oonmts in 1939 compered with
2444 in 1938, ond 24.2 in 1937. Per capite expenditure on motion picture shows averoged
$3.03 in 1939, 93.02 for 1938 and $2.93 for 1937.

Imateur stage performonces presented nlong with motion picture entertaimment de-
clined in popularity in 1939 compared with 1938, while professional performances re-
corded an increusc. Thero were 101 theatres whioh held amateur performances together
with motion picture ontertainment for o total of 1,107 deys in 1939, In the preceding
year 126 theatres gave amateur performances for & total of 1,552 dayss Professional
vaudeville wcts were shown in 108 thectres for 4,514 days in 1939 ocompe.red with 99
theatres showing such acts for 3,171 deys in 1938. Stock companies or rocd shows
giving stage porformences without motion picture entertoinment played in 85 theatres
for 472 days in 1939 compe.red with 55 theatres for 426 days in 1933,

Births and Deaths in 1939

4 slight decline was recorded in tho mumber of births registored in Conada in 1939
when compared with 1938, but was considorably highor than in 1937 and also greater than
the 1931-35 average. The total in 1939 was 229,063, comparcd with 229,446 in 1938,
220,235 in 1937 and 228,352, the 1931-35 aVerage.
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The doercasc frem 1533 loworsd the rato por 1,000 population to 20.8 from 20,5, byt
comparaod favourably with 19,8 in 1937, The 133135 SVOrdge Tato was 2054, New s
Brunswick had the highost birth ratc at 250, followed by Quobce at 2%¢ 8, Prinec Edwnrc
Island 22,3, Nova Scotia 21.3, Alborta 20.7, Scskatchowan 19,0, Manitoba 18,7, Ontario 17.1
and British Colwabia 15 9

The number of doaths rcported during 1939 wes 108,874 as azeinst 106,817 in 1938
(oxelusive of stillbirths)s Tho rate per 1,000 porulation was 9.6 comparcd with 9.5 in
1933 and 10.2 in 1937, Prines Edward Island hed the highest death rate, being 11.8 fol=-
lowwed by Nove Scotia at 1l.4, Now Brunswick 11, 3, Quobse 10.4, Ontario 10.0, British Ccl=-
unbla 9.7, Manitoba 8,5, Alborta 7.3 and Saskatchewon 6, 3.

Tolograms sni Cables

Tho total numbor of telograms handled in Canads by the tolograph departments of the
Canadion Nationnl, Canadian Pacifie, Northorn Alberta and Toniskaning and Northorn Onterio
Railways, the North Amcricon Tolograph Company which cperates north and West of Kingston,
the Deminion Government Telegroph Department which cperates lines in Nova Scotia, Now Frus e
wick, Northern Quebec, and tho licstern proviness up tc the Yukon Torritory and o small
nileage in Ontario, and thoe Cenadian operations of the Canadian Marconi wircless syster
ond of the scveral cable companics with stations in Canada was 12,462,912 im 1939, Catlo=
grems, oxclusive of wircloss messagos to vesscls at sen totallod 1,492,389,

— s o o— .+

Roports Issuod fuyping tho Vieck

1. Toloegraph and Coble Statistics, 1939(10 conts).

2. Prolininary Annual Roport, Vital Statistics, 1539 (25 conts),

3. Coneda's Leading Mineral Products, Junc (10 cents).

4 Conadian Grain Statistics (10 cents).

5 Cor Loodings (10 cents). -

6, Coal and Ccke Statistics, July (10 cents).

7o Sccurity Priccs and Foroign Exchange (10 ceonts).

8. Civil 4viation, Jenuary, Fobruery, March; 1940 (10 conts).

S, Motion Picturc Theatros, 1939 (25 conts).
10, Commeréial Failurcs, First Half-Yoar, 15.0 (25 ecents). :
11, Stocks of Canadian Fruit and Vegotablos, Soptember 1 (10 conts).
12. Stocks af Dairy and Poultry Products, Soptuaber 1 (10 conts).
13. Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, Septembor 1 (10 conts). 4
14 Cold Storage Holdings of Moat and Lard, Soptomber 1 (10 cents). -
15 Oporating Rovenucs, Exponscs and Statistics of Reilways, Juno (10 cents),
16, Woekly Index Numbers of wWholesale Pricos (10 cents)e
17. Monthly Review of Dairy Producticn, August (10 cents).
18. Sales of Now Motor Vehicles, July (10 conts).
18, First Estimate of Production of Principal Grain Crops and Hay and Clover.

Condition of Latoe-Sown Crops, Canada (10 ccnts).
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