»

WEEKLY BULLETIN

Deoninion Bureau of Statistics

Dopartnment of Trade and Comnerce

Vgl -G 111 330, & Ottawa, Saturday, January 27, 1940 Price 31,00 per annum

Woeltly Review of Econoniec Conditions

There are six available indexes on a weekly basis
that reflect the current general economics trend in
the three great fields of general business, finance and
speculation, Notes on the indexes follow:

Six inportent factors showing the trend of econonic conditions averaged slightly
higher in the third week of January than in the second. Advances were recorded in
cormodity and bond prices and in the adjusted index of bank clearings. Declines, on
the other hand, were shown in carloadings, common stocks and speculative trading.
Increases werc shown over the same week of 1939 in carloadings, wholesale prices and
bank clearings.

The index of carloadings showed a minor recession in the second weoek of the year
but was at a considerably higher position than in the same week of 1939. During the
first two weeks of the year, the total traffic novenient was 85,433 cars against 76,239
in the samc period of last year.

Owing to the advances initiated in September, wholesale prices during the first three
weeks of the year were at a nmuch higher level than in the same period of 1939, The index
in the third week of January was 82.3 compared with 73.2 in the same week of last year,

a gain of 12,4 per cont. Base metals were stronger on the Montreal commodity exchange,

eloctrolytic coppor having been 12.50 on January 23rd, against 11,20 on the 16th., lead

advanced from 500 to 5 50 and zine from 5,15 to 565, Copper recorded rccession on the
New York nmarket, while lcad was steady. Grains showed moderate edvance on the Winnipeg

oxchange, while speculative commodities were mixed on Ameriocan markets.

High-zrade bond prices recorded an advance in the third week of January, roesponding
favourobly to the offering of the first Dominion War Loan. The advance was continued
rocently, the 4%'s of 1947-57 having been bid at 108 L/B on January 23, against 106%on
the 9th, Common stocks showed reaction in the week ended January 18, the index of 95
cormon stocks dropping from 100.7 to 98,9. The index of 15§ power and treotion stocks
dropped from 61,4 to 60.,6.

The weekly index, formed by weighting these six indexes on the bdsis of their tende
ency to fluctuation, was 103.9 in the week of January 20 against 103.5 in the preceding
week, an increase of 0.4 por cent. The gain over the same week of 1939 was 0.3 per cent,
the standing at that time having been 103,86,

Woekly Index with the Six Components

1526=100
Car Whole~- Capitalized Bank Prices of
Wogkd load- sale Bond Clear- Comnmon Sharo; ?aekly
Mg ingsl  Prices Yields2 ings®  Stocks wxig e
e, 21, 1o 69. T* T2 147.9 97.8 105. 4 94.3 103. 6%
Jan. 13, 1940 80, 7* 82, 2 132.1 98.4 100, 7 94.4 103. 5%
J!ln- 20’ 1940 80. ‘.;: 82. 3 134. 4 980 5 980 9 74- l 103. 9

1. Tho index of carloadings is projected forward one weok %o correspond with the practice
in computing the weelly index. 2. Present value of a fixed net income in perpetuity from
Dominion long-term bonds. 3. Bank cleurings were smoothed by taking a three weeks noving
average for the purpose of eliminating irregular fluctuations, Totals for Ottawn were
¢liminated for all weoks shown, owing to incomparability introduced by the cperations of
the Bank of Canada. 4, The weighting of the six major factors is determined from the
stondard deviation from the long-term trend of each, based on data for the period from
January 1919 to August, 1936, The weighting therefore represents, not an attempt to give
the relative importance of the factors, but to place them on en equal footing by equating
the tendency toward fluctuation. The long-tern trend determined from half-yoarly data in
the post-war psriod was eliminated from the composite and the resulting index expressed
as & peroontagu of the average during 1926,

*Owing to the revision of the seasonal adjustment, the index of carloadings for the
first week of Jonuary and the ‘second week of January, 1939, have been alterod. The weokly
index was revised accordingly.
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December Business Conditions

As measured by a nunber of important factors, economic conditions recorded a
further improvenment in December. Cormon stock prices reacted slightly and high-
grade bond prices were at a somewhat lower level than in November. Bank deposits,
on the other hand, recorded a sharp advance at the beginning of the month. As
repeated increases have been shown since the bosinning of 1934, bank deposits
were recently at a new high point in the history of Canadian banking, The increase
in wholesale prices continued during the last four months of the year, the level in
December being higher than at any other time since the early months of 1938. The
advance on the Winnipeg grain exchange, due to advcrse weather conditions in the
United Stetes and Argentina, was an inportant influence in raising the general index
of wholesale prices,

Business operations continued at a high level in December, but a slight recession
was shown from the preceding month. According to the index of the physical volume of
business, the trend was sharply upward from March until October, minor reaction having
beon shown after that month.

Nickel oxports and receipts of gold at the Mint showed marked seasonal increases
in December over the preceding month. The index for outward shipments of nickel rose
from 406 to 450. The receipts of gold at the Mint amounted to 417,483 fine ounces
against 392,581l. Asbestos exports were 24,025 tons against 23,348 in November.

The output of foodstuffs from manufacturing plants was nearly maintained at
the high level of the preceding month, the index receding from 127.7 to 127.1.
The manufacture of sugar was in greater volume in the latest four-week pecriod for
which statistics are available. The index of inspected slaughterings dropped
from 174.2 to 152.8. The output of factory cheese showed an important gain
aftor seasonal adjustment. The production of creamery butter was nearly maintained
and the index of canned salmon exports dropped from 137 to 119,9,

The release "of cigars showed an increase after seasonal adjustnment, the index
advancing from 85 to 108. The number of cigarettes made available for consumption
dropped from 632.9 million to 512.4 millions The index for the output of boots
and shoes roso from 145 to 188. Footwear has been at an abnormally high level
since last August, partly accounted for by orders for military purposes.

The cotton textile industry showed further advance in December, the index
inereasing from 166.0 to 171.4. The forestry industry was nearly maintainod in
December, the iandox receding one point only to 127.6, Some decline was shown in
the production of newsprint, which amounted to 240,656 tons against 288,726.
Planks and boards and wood pulp recorded gains. The outwnrd shipments of wood
pulp amounted to more than 200 million pounds against 158 million. The exports
of planks end boards advanced from 138 million feet to 150 million.

The increase in the production of pig iron was slightly les than normal for
the season, the total having been 94,620 long tons against 87,822, The ocutput of
autonobiles was slightly higher at 16,978 units against 16,756. A slight increase
was shovn in the output of automobile tires, the index edvancing from 114.0 to
114,7 in the latest month for which statistics are available.

The new business obtained by the construction industry was at a slightly
higher level after geasonal adjustment. Contracts awarded, however, were (94
million against 12.7 million in November, while a considerable percentage
incroase was shown in building permits. The railway freight movement was nearly
mainteined after scasonal adjustment, the index standing at 82.6 against 84,0.
Bank debits were 13,057 million against 32,930 million, a considerable incrense
having beon shown after adjustment for seasonal tendencies and price changes.

The table on Page 3 illustrates the situation.
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Sconomic Concditions in Daccomber comparaed with the preceding
month and with Decembar 1938

PeColnce.+

Dceca 39 Doc., 38 . Dooc= Nove 39
Doc+39-38
Physical Volumo of Business  1926=100 13T.3% 115.6 +1345 - 13340
Capitalized Bond Yields ...  1926=100 133.2 147.7 - 9.8 135.1
Agak Dcppsity veRY 0.4 1926=100 1E%S 1252 g Forr i 131 eBmeme..
Coppar ExXports §.sesisss.s oWk« 853, 759 433,627 ~18.4 ' 537,808r -, w3
NickeY BXDEPES sume . ovees cwt. 169,990 113,822 +4946 204,079
Zin7 BXpeliS’ I Wy et o cwt. 272,019 311,573 =12.7 301,543
ASDESEEE AXpaFbs il ' . Tons 24,025 i 68 +58 .1 23,348
Sugar Menufactured .eves.. 16 130,390,511 144,018,061 +3242146,317,261
Cheesae, factory production 1bv. 2:3338,736 2,077,613 2.6 5. US5087
Butter, creamery production 1b's 11, 7794830 115 242,852 + 447 15,459,515
CRigarEthe . relonsas s corre No. 512,379,837 520, 383,500 - 145632,937,696
CRERATN16A808 ~ s e ol ot o v No. 13,210,380 10,560,985 +25.1 16,638,665
Cotton consumption «e.s... L5 13,922,497 9,714,289 +43.3 15,975,183
Newsprint production «.... Tons 2%0, 656 209,753 +14.7 288, 726
Planks and Boards ciportad ite Fto 150,812 I§7 862 - 444 158,924
Shinglos oxportod e«vssss.  Squarcs 42,076 40,960 + Bl 256,230
Uk Tror produchion o s =lFe-toia 94,620 53,381 +773 87,822
Automobile production ...: No, 16,978 18,670 - 9.1 16,756
CArddMdilngs . < ienved vuan s No. 198,852 178,941 +11.7 248,328
Contracts awarded +oseset 8 9,429,200 10,522,900 -10.4 12,739,300
T *¥Troliminary ostinats, bascd on 30 1t w5 out of 48
Domastic Exports during 1236
An increase of 10+% per cent was rocordod in the velue of Canada's domcstio oxports \
during tho calondar ycar 1939 when tho total was 4924,926,000 compared with $837,584,000 Q
in 1938. Thc Unitod Statcs wns Cenada's bost customer during the ycar with purchases

totalling $380,392,000 comparcd with $270,461,900 in 1938, o gnin of 40.6 pcr ccnte ?hc
Urited Kingdom was in sccond placc at $328,084,000 compa rcd with $339,689,000, a decline
of 3.4 per ccnts Australia was third at $32,029,000 in comparison w;th $32,982,000, Jepan
ncxt at $28,168,000 compared with 420,770,000, British South Africe 17,965,000 comparaed
with 15,647,000, New Zcaland $11;954,000 coaparcd with 416,371,000 and British Test
Indios 311,751,000 compared with 11,611,000,

Other leading purchascrs of Canadicn products in 1939 wero as follows, with }938
figures in brackcts: Horwy, 410,904,000 (37,85%,000); Newfoundland, 38,596,000
($8,403,000); Germany, 77,869,000 (318,261,000); Nethorlands, 37,357,000 ($10,267,900);
Bclgium, 47,261,000 (9,555,000); Francc, £6,973,000 (59,152,000); British India with
Burma, 35,396,000 (2,086,000): Brazil, $4,407,000 ({3,522,000); Swedon, $4,28%,000
(95,411,000); irgentira, 44,117,000 ($4,675,000); Ircland, 93,597,000 ({a,440,000);
Mexico, 33,004,000 (42,340,000); Straits Scttlements, §2,782,000 (52,448,000); China,
2,636,000 (2,885,000); Italy, (2,231,000 ({1, 745,000).

- e

Conada 's Lcading Markcts in 1939

Conada's 20 lcading merkets in 1939 wore as follows: Umitcd States (380,392,000,
United Kingdom .;328,08%,000, Australia (32,029,000, Japan 328,168,000, British South
Africe 17,965,000, lew Zecaland ~11.954, 050, British Ycst Indies wll, 751,000, Norvmy
v10,904,000, Newfoundland 8,506,000, Germany 7,860,000, Nethcrlonds $7,357,00), Belgium
w7,261,000, Fronco 6,973,000, British India w5,396,000, Brazil $4,407,0005 Swoden
v4,284, 500, Argentina (4,117,000, Ircland $3,597,350, Moxico 83, 704,000, Straits
Scttlements $2,782,000

Dcecmbor Exports of Farm Implements and Machincry

A sharp acvancc was rccorded in Canada's Dcesmber cxport of form implements oand
machincry, whe: the valuc wes 703,063 comparcd with +574, 754 in Noovembor end $193,119
in Dceember, 1038. Purchascs by tho United Kingdom totalled ©411,1 94 and tho Unitcd
Statos (137,500, Exports during 1939 aggregated 06,974,684 o5 agoinmst 7,790,124 in 1938.

T e, @ e
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Exports of Canadian Cattle

The cxport of Canadicn cattlc wos st o lower point in Dcecmbsr when 5,403 hoad
valued ot $271,042 were shipped out of the country comparcd with 21,072 at $1,084,651
in the provious month and 11,841 at ¥636,741 in Dcccmber, 1938, Theso wont mainly to
thc United States. On'the othor hand, oxports during thc calendar ycar 1939 advancod
to 283,379 hcad ot $14,429,349 from the 1938 total of 169,973 hoad ot $8,316,091.

——_————

Exports of Planks and Boards

Exports of planks und bodrds in Deecombur totallcd 150,312,000 faot valued at
$3,976,246 os against 138,224,000 at $3,805,012 in November and 157,262,000 at 33,298,775
in Docember, 1938+ Purchoscs by the Unitod Kingdom amounted to 67,416,000 foct and the
United Statcs 45,283,000, Ixports during 1939 eggregnted 2,113,160,000 fcot as comparecd
with 1,667,088,000 in 1938,

Exports in Doocmber included the following leading varictics, with 1938 figwras An
brockets: birehy.7,255,000 (9,220,000) foot: cedar, 3,730,000 (6,595,000); Douglas fir,
52,584,000 (81,872,000); pinc, 9,226,000 (10,468,000); hemlock, 14,927,000 (14,877,000);
spruce, 60,983,000 (32,180,C00); mople, 1,024,000 (902,000).

Imports of Farm Imploments nrnd achingcry

November imports of firm implomcnbs und machinery woro valuod at $1,285,512 as
comparcd with $2,229,926 in Cotober angd $723,446 in Novembcr, 1938. The Unitcd States
aceounted for 1,226,029, consisting moinly of intcrnal combustion treotion enginos and
parts. Imports during the cleven months onded November amountcd to $19,470,392, slightly
lowor than in tho correcsponding period of 1938,

Imports of Tea and Coffao

Caneda importcd more too but loss coffca and chicory in Novumber then in tho same
month of 1938. Imports of thc formor totalled 4,534,770 pounds eomparcd with 3,449,315
and the latter 3,066,774 pounds comparced with 3,638,728, During tho cloven months cndcd
November, ton imports sggregatcd 39,770,442 pounds comperod with 34,464,894 a ycar ago,
and of coffco and chicory 44,609,479 pounds comparsd with 40,039,608,

Imported Automobiles in Novomber

Automobiles wore imiorted in November to tho valuo of $1,329,000 as comporad with
$1,251,000 in November, 1938, of which thc Unitod Statcs suppliod $1,313,000 comparcd
with $1,203,000, Lowar pricoed passonger cars accountod for tha bulk, Impprts of
automobile parts totalled $3,076,000 in comparison with $2,680,000 in Novombor, 1938

/

Inported Fertilizers f

i
The United States suppliod most of Conada's imported fertilizors in,hovombcr, vthen
the total was 1,304,297 cwhte as comparad with 1,312,047 in Novombcr, 1938, Tho total
for the elcvon months cndecd November was 6,479,197 owbt. compared with 64728,165 a ycar
g0

Domcstic cxports of fertilizers in November amountod to 649,619 cwt. 05 against
512,344 in 1938, Thc Unitcd Statcs, Hawaii and the Philippines wcro tho chiof purchascrs,
Exports during the eloven months cnded Novemb:r amountod to 6,830,017 cwt, aomparad with
5,520,215 in 1338,

Exports cf Butter and Chccso

Canada's Docembor cirort of butter amounted to 1,046 cwbs of the veluo of $30,991
8s cgainst 2,488 at 369,637 in Novcmber and 1,856 at $37,187 in Dosombor, 1938, During
1938 cxports roso to 123,986 ewt. valucd at $2,673,765 comparod with 38,934 at $3871,547
in 1938.
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Cheest cxports in Dcecmber totelled 30,188 cwh. worth w524,154 comparcd with 1§8,224
at 42,754,540 in November and 75,745 at $1,089,857 in Dcoomber, 1938. Exports during 1939
aggregoted 909,448 cwts volucd ot 12,248,650 in comparison with 809,891 at v11,874,223
in 1930,

Decambor Export of icats

The oxport of Canadicn bacon and hams, shoulders and sidos to the United Kingdom,
aomounting in Dzoccmber to 269,737 owt. valucd at (/4,683,636 was moro than doublo the
cxport of Dccember, 1933, whon tho total was 130,492 ewt. valucd at 22,120,461, This
trode with thc United Kingdom acccunted for o larga part of Canada's total mecat axport
business in Docomber, when tho valuo was 5,409,544 as comparcd with 34,517,329 in
November ond $2,701,120 in Docembecr, 1938.

—_—

Docember Exports of Nowsprint

Exports of Camadisn newsprint paper recoorded advanca during Deoomber when the total
was 5,105,174 owts valuod nt'$11,245,295 aomparcd with 520794939 at (11,262,862 in
Novembor and 4,229,033 at $9,049,872 in Doccmber, 1938. Tha Unitaed Statos took 4,426,676
owt., Argentine 169,507, iustralia 100,127, United Kingdom 88,114, Moxiao 88,56, ~Braiziil
57,226, Cuba 25,197, Peru 24,218 ond British India 23,497, Exports during tho oalcndar
ycar 1939 aggregated 53,173,817 cwt. valucd at ¥115,685,97C comparcd with 48,493,092
worth 104,818,042 in 1938,

Novambar Impcrts cof Tin

Canada's Novamber imports of tin in blocks, pigs, otc., amountod *to 7,326 owts valued
at $372,116 comparcd with 6,642 at $337,370 in Ootobor and 5,391 at $235,166 in November,
1938. Thc Stroits Scttlemonts contributed 9,162 owts, tho Unitcd Kingdom 1,748, Austrelin
246 and thc Unitod States 180 awt.

Dcecmber Exports of Non-Ferrous Ores

December oxports of Canadian non-ferrous oras and smolter products inaludsd the
following, with figures for Deeembor, 1938, in braakots: oluminium, 82,259 (98,648) cwt.,
ooppor in orc, mattc, rogulus, cte., 124,233 (82,656) owt., copper blistcr, 25,165 (29,816)
awt., coppcr old and scrap, 11,365 (2,083) owt., ooppcr in ingots, bars, cakos, slabs and
billets, 172,920 (273,249) cwt., coppcr in rods, strips, shcots, plates and tubing 31,441
(47,906) owt., lood in pigs 288,096 (285,928) owte, niokel in matte or speiss, 940,536
(9906,496); finc nickel, 33,212,870 (81,746,774); silver in ore, concantrates, cte.,
272,668 (203,760) ounces; silvor bullion, 1,276,704 (1,635,298) ounces; zine spolter
272,019 (258,713) owte

Imports of Vegctablc 0ils

. Imports of\vcgctéblo 0ils in Novembecr were valued at $995,359 comparcd with 31,169,752
in October nn? JLy 829 . 6R5 in November, 1938.  Thc total during thc clcven months ended
Novembor was 1/£,%31,36C compared with $11,465,823 in the corrcsponding pcriod of 1038,

Imports of Paints and Varnishes

Paints and varnishcs wore imported in Novembcr to the valuc of $553,295 aomparcd
with 476,979 in Octobur and $519,944 in November, 1938+ The United States and the
United Kingdom made the heaviost contributions. Imports during thc claven ﬁonths cnded
November aggrogatcd +%43008,565 comparcd with $3,577,162 in the same period of 1933.

—————— et

Building Pcrmits in Docomber

The building permits issucd by 58 citios in Docomber represcented construction work
valued at 36,035,212 as oomparcd with 4,148,889 in November and 93,482,915 in Dadcmber,
1938+ Thc valuc of construction permits takon out during 1939 aggregatcd 359,724,014
in comparison with 360,817,332 in 1938,
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Prinary Hoverient of Wheat

Vtheat receipts in the rrairie Froviweos Juring-the %ieelk ended Tonuary-19-anowpked —
to 892,764 bushels cormpared with 1,249,205 in the previous week and 1241538400 - the
corresponding week last year. FEy provinces the roceipts were as follews, with figures
for 1939 in brackets: Manitcta, 49,508 (84,95¢) bushels; “askatohewnr, 388,314 (391,307);
Alberta, 454,942 (765,123).

Merketings in the three provinces during the twenty-five weeks ended January 19
aggregated 365,995,279 bushels in comparison with 257,426,188 in the sane period of "
the previowys crop year., The totals werc as follows by provinces: Manitoba 50,639,583
(40,444,281) bushels; Saskatchewan, 203,689,325 (102,832,478); Alberta, 111,516,371
(114,149,479).

Overseas Export Clearancos»gf Vheat

Export clearances of wheat overseas and imports into the United States for
consumption and nilling in bond during thé week ending January 19 anounted to
5,222,617 bushels in comparison with 2,455,610 in the corrosponding week last “year.
The accumulated total for the period fron Afugust 1 to January 19 was 68,600,457
bushels as conpared with 78,700,321 in the corresponding period of the previous
crop year.

iheat Stocks in Store

Canadian wheat in store on Januery 19 totalled 341, 24,260 bushels in comparison
with 346,158,391 a weeck ago and 161,610,348 on the corresponding date last year. The
anount in store in the United States was 36,038,092 bushels as compared with 37,516,042
the week before and 6,845,000 a year ago,

Value of Field Crops

The gross farm value of production of field crops in 1939 is now estimated at
634,130,000, an inerease of 15 per cent over the value of 5550,069,000 on the basis
of finally revised cstinates of the 1938 field crops. Higher farm values are showm
in almost all of the individual field erops. The farn value of the 1935 wheat crop
is estimated at (252,779,000, an increase of 41,514,000 from 1938. The effect of
increased wheat production on the value of the erop was partly offset by lower farn
Prices. Coarsec grains prices, however, werc improved this year. The farm value of
the oat crop is 16,628,000 higher, while the tarloy velue is 31,701,000 higher.

The 1939 potato crop is valued at (39,040,000, an ineroase of +/5,957,000 conpared
with the farm velue of the 1938 crop.

November Production of Gold

The Canadian production of gzold in November ariounted to 423,358 fine ounces valued
at $16,299,283. In the provious month the output totalled 432,678 ounces and in November,
1938, 412,707. Production during the eleven nonths ended Novermber aggregated 4,659,238
ounces or 8.6 per cent above the output a year ago.

The November output by provinces was as follows, with October figures in brackets:
Ontario, 261,061 (2€6,376) ounces; Queboc, 75,390 (75,673); British Columbia, 850,705
(49,036); Manitoba and Saskatchcwan, 21,389°(23,197); Nortlwest Territories and Yukon,
12,668 (16,283); Nove Scotia, 2,044 (2,047).

Feldspar Production in 1938

During 1938 the gross value of production by the feldspar and quartz mining industry
totalled 1,233,647 comparcd with $1,428,714 in 1937 and 4789,682 in 1936. In 1938
comnercial shipnents of foldspar were made only from propertics loeated in Ontario,
Monitoba and (uebec; quartz in various forms was produced in Nova Scotia, Quebec,

Ontario and Saskatchewan, while production of nopholine -syenite was confined to the
prcvince of Ontario.
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Qutput of Central Elcctric Stations

Central olectric stations produced 2, 534,759,000 kilowatt hours in Decenbor
compared with 2,602,449,000 in November and 2,353,196,000 in December, 1938, The
decrease from November was all in the eastern provinces, conservation of water
bacause of lizht precipitation being the cause of reduced output at some cf the
large plants. For the year 1939 output totalled 28,350,943,000 kilowatt hours,
astablishing a new high and recording an increase of nine per cent over the 1938
output of 26,012,805,000,

Decenber oxports to the United States totalled 150,131,000 kilowatt hours compered
with 161,290,000 in December, 1938. Consumption of firm power reached a new high at
1,817,974,000 kilowatt hours compared with the previous high of 1,810,089,000 in Noven-
ber. Deliveries of secondary power to electric boilers dropped teo 566,655,000 kilowatt
hours from 637,114,000 in November.

Fur Preoduction in 1937-38

Lower average prices were responsible for the decreasec in the total values of furs
produced in Canada during the twelve months ended Juns 1938, when the value was
913,196,354 compared with (17,526,365 in the previous season and 315,464,883 in
1935-36, These totals comprise the value of pelts taken by trappers and pelts sold
from fur farms, the value of the latter ropresenting approximately 43 per cont of the
whole.

The value of the silver fox pelts at &6,183,522 represents 47 per cent of the
total of all kinds of furs. Second in importance is mink, with a total value of
$1,4%00,587. Probably 40 per cent of the number and 50 per cent of the valuse of mink
teken may be credited to the fur farms. Muskrat came next at 1,320,000, white fox
2700,194, beaver 568,486, marten $555,002, red fox 449,985, ermine '348,213, cross
fox $319,151, lynx 3315,192, coyote $285,360, otter {176,533, fisher {140,293, squirrel
ST L.

London sand New York are the chief markets for Canadian furs; the export trade for
the twelve months ended June 1938 totalled $12,653,355, the United Kingdom receiving
$8,363,694 worth and the United States 33,610,520. At the close of the Great War,
Montreal took a position as an international fur market, holding the first Canadien
fur auction sale in 1920, At the sales held in Montreal during 1938 tho pelts sold
numbered 1,438,101, while the value amounted to $4,992,956. Fur auction salos are
held alsc at liinnipeg, Edmonton and Vancouver.

Canada 1940

The publication is announced by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics cf the 1940
edition of the Official Handbook of "Canada'.

Canada 1940 cowers the present situation in the Dominion from Atlantic to Pacific,
the weight of emphasis being placed on those aspects which are currently of most
importance. All phases of the country's economic organization are dealt with and
statistics are brought up to the latest possible moment. The text is acconpanicd
by a wealth of illustrative matter which adds to the intorest of the subjects treated.
There aro also two double-page and two triple-page inserts as well as frontispicce
natter in colour dealing with the Royal Visit.

Tho Introduction is a short review of current developments at the close of 1939,
with special reference to Canada's War Program as described by the Prime Minister in
his rocent addresses to the Canadian people over the air. The Special Article follow=-
ing this Introduction deals with the Western 0il Situation -- Its Possibilities and Its
Problems. Chaptor I on the Constitution and Govermment of Canade has boen specially
prepared for this edition from material supplied by the Dopartment of External Affairs,
Ottewa. The ccononic survey is covered in eighteen chapters dealing with population,
production, internal and external trade, transportation, education, etc.

The price of the publication is 25 cents per copy. A spocial price concession of
10 cents per copy has been authorized in the case of teachers, bona fide students and
ministers of religion. Applications should be addressed to the King's Printer,
Government Printing Burecau, Ottawa.
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ug £isbration of derriages in Var Months

There were 4,967 morriages rcgistggcd in Doocmber in 67 citicg nné towns of Canade
aaving 10,000 population and over. In decriber, 1938, the number was 3,150, The number
of registrations in these citics and towns euring the four wer months of 1939 was 25,267
compercd with 15,935 for the oorresponding months of 1938. This was Hn\jnﬁTvquwﬂ@*&w“*“u_\
or ovcr 58 per cent for the four months; the inorveeq Lo RoeMer wos 57 per cante i

Births rogistcred in Decomber numbered 6,536 and deaths 4,506, as compirod with
7,263 births and 4,659 doaths in Deoembar, 1938, showing dcoreascs of 10 per ocnt in
tirths end threco per cent in deaths,

During the yoar 1939 births registcrod in 67 citics nnd towns totalled 06,172,
dcaths 52,685 and morrisges 51,108, as against 84,608 births, 51,709 deaths and #1,194
merriages in 1933« This comperison shows incroasos of two par cent in births, 1z per
cent in deaths and 24 per cent in marrieges.,

e e—

Shirmants of Rigid Insulnting Board

Domestic shipmonts of rigid insuleting board in Decombor amounted to 4.123,001 squar
fect as comparcd with 5,426,325 in November and 2,983,125 in Dooembar, 1933, S -:mts
during 1939 ozgrepated 91,645,018 squure fcet in comparison with 48,610,979 in 13350,

e —

Froight Iraffic on Railweys in October

Ravenue freight londed ot Cinadien stations and regcivod from foreign comncotions
curing October amounted to ¥,832,863 tons comparcd with 9,042,408 in October 1938 and
6,415,858 in Ootober, 1937, The lending classifications of freight wero ns follows, with
1036 figurcs in braokots: agricultural, 2,853,787 (3,437,744) tons; animal, 223,771
(215,394); mine, 3,610,299 (2,669,131); forost, 893,227 (673,108); manufacturcs and
misccllancous, 2,346,779 (1,648,951),

I'rodueticn of Concentrated 411k

Tho quantity of conocntrated millk producod during Dceomber amountod to 11,307,018
pounds comparcd with 09450,446 in Dagembor, 1938. The principal itom wos cvaporated
milks Output of concentrated milk cduring 1939 %otalled 166,596,841 pounds comparad
with 161,056,445 in 1938,

B e S

Rotnil Prices, Rents and Ceats of Scrvices

The indox number of rotail pricos, ronts and costs of scrvicoes on tho baso 19262100
rosc from 865.0 in Novcmber to 8545 in Dcecmber, inercases for ¢lothing, furniturc, housc-
furnishings, tobacoo and gasoline being of more oscnsoquenca than a moderatec reduction in
foo? nrices. Last year the index wos 8346,

Living costs ware comparatively stablo during thc first ninc months of 183G5 ~“kiie
indox moving within limits of Q.5 pcr conts In October sharp inercascs in food priccs
canscd & riso of morc then two pcr cont in the genornl cost of living index and furthcer
advances of lesser importence oecurred in the two final months of the year, rosulting
in 2 nct odvance for 1930 amounting to 243 por conte

—— ey

Externel Trade of tho United Kingdom

The externcl trade of tho United Kingdom in November, cxelusive of bullion and speaiaq,
votalled £124,093,404 compared with £88,462,450 in Ogtober and £126,010,753 in Novenber,
1565, mecording to the British Board of Tredece Tho aggregate for the cloven months ¢nded
Novembor was £1,243,011,699 as comparaod with £1,336,790,980 in the corrcsponding pcriod
of 1938.

November imports were valucd ot £83,9383,C00 as comparcd with £61,841,464 in Octobcr
and £I3.973 6L in November, 1938+ Domestic oxports totallod £37,360,327 comparod with
£24,622,840 in October and £42,923,223 a ycar ago. Exports of forecign merchandisa
amounted to £2,7:5,077 comparcd with £1,998,146 in Octobor and £5,118,912 in Novener,
1830,
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Financing of Motor Vchicle Sclas

For thc third conscecutive month, fincncing of ncw and uscd motor wchicle salcs
Conada rceorded an advance cver thc corrcsponding month of 1938, 9,666 units being
financcd for /4,243,132 in Dcecmber compared with 6,910 for 43,961,539 in Dcoomber,
1933+ Trcliminary totals for the ycor 1939 rovealed 151,41$ transcotions involving
©62,066,001 campar:d with 162,703 involving 369,605,853 in 1933.

Reports Issued Quring.the Weok

1o Third Sstimntc of Yicld and Valuc of Ficld Crops, Conada (10 ocnts)s
2+ Building Pcrmits, Dccomber (10 ccnts).

3« Domcstic Exports, Deccmber (10 conts).

4. Financing of lotor Vchicle Salos, Decccmber (10 ocnts)e

5+ Cor Londings (10 ccnts).

6+ ficratcd Vintcrs Industry, 1933 (15 ccnts)s

7+ Domcstio Shipments of Rigid Insulating Board, Docomber (10 conts).
8¢ Traffic Roport of Railways, October (10 ccnts)e

9« The Fcldsper & Quartz Mining Industry, 1933 (25 oonts).

10« Sccurity Prices and Forzign Exchengo (10 conts).
11. Output of Central Elcotric Stations, Dcocmber (10 ccnts).

12« Production of Asphalt Roofing, Dccemb:r (10 cents) e

13+ Salcs of Asphalt Roofing, Deccembcr (10 ocnts)e

14. Exports of Non-Fcrrous Orcs and Smelter Products, Docember (10 ocnts)e
15. Imports of Non-Fcrrous Oros and Smcltor Products, Novembcr (10 conts)e
16 Imperts of Stovcs, Sheet Mctal Preducts, Refrigcrators, November (10 ccnts)e
17+ Imports by Irincipal Countrics, November (10 conts).

1¢e Trodec with Empirc Ccuntrics, November (10 ccnts).

19, Imports and Exports of Soap, Novembcr (10 ccnts)e

20. Imports and Experts of Vegetable Oils, November (10 conts)e

2le Imports of laints and Varnishcs, November (10 ocnts).

22+ Exports by Irincipal Countrics, Dccombcr (10 cents).

23+ Conadian Grain Statistics (10 conts).

24+ Registrations of Births, Dcaths and Marriages, Dcocmber (10 cants)e
25+ The Sond=-Limo Brick Industry, 1933 (15 ccnts),

26+ Coffcoy Ten, Spicc and Misecllancous Food Industrios, 1935 (25 ccnts)e
27« Fur Troduction of Canada, 1937-33 (25 ccnts).

28+ Imports of Farm Implements and Machincry, November (10 conts)s

29+ Imports of Coffce and Toa, Novomber (10 conts). :

30. Imports and Exports of Toilct Froparations, November (10 conts)e
8le Imports of Vehicles of Iron, Novemb:r (10 ccnts) e

32. Imports and Exports of Fcrtilizers, November (10 cents).

33« Exports of Iulp Viood, ¥ood Tulp and Papcr, December (10 cents ) .

34. Exports of Milk, Milk i roducts and Eggs, Dogcmbcr (10 ccnts ).

36. Exports of lMcats, Lard ond Sausago Casings, Dcocmbor (10 ccnts) e
36+ Exports of Farm Implcments and Machincry, Docember (10 ocnts)e

57« Exports of Living /nimels, Dceember (10 conts).

36+ Exports of Lumbir, Dececmbor (10 ccnts)e !

39 Gold T'rocuction, lovembcr (10 ccnts). :

40+ Troduction of Concentrated Milk, Docember (10 conts).
4le Triocs and Price Indoxcs, Dcoomber (10 conts)s
42+ Weckly Index Numbers of Wholcsalc Irices (10 conts)e.

43, Canada 1940 (25 ccnts),
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