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Weekly Indexes

There are six indexes available on a weekly

basis-in Caneda that rofleot the general economic
tronde These cover respectively:

Business ~ carloadings and wholesale prices,

Finanee - bank clearinns and capitalized bond yields,
Specutation - esommon stoelr pricos and shares traded.
Notes on the indexes followg-

Further advance weos shown in the railway freight movement during the wesek of aArril 19
the index on the bLase of 1926 moving up from 96,9 to 99,4, Inereases were shovm hoth in
the oastern and vestern divisions, while a shar» zain was rocorded in the movement of
merchandise, Trafflec from the first of the year to the week under review vas 870,474 cars
against 755,661 in the same poriod of 1540.

Wholesale priccs ware steady in the third week of April, the index remaining ot 86,5,
One year ago the standing was €3,2, a gain of 4 per cent having been indicated, Compared
with the preceding week, gzains were recorded in four groups, lneluding crop products,
textiles, non-me allic minerals and chemicals., These advaAnces were offset by recessions
in animal products, wood and paper and non-ferrous metals. Sensltive commodities vere
buoyant egain, the index of 18 serfes rising from 70.7 to 71,6, Gains were shown in manu=
feeturing materials and foodstuffs,

High-grade bond uricéds wero steady in-the weck of April 19, The adjustod indox of
bank clearings receded 1.5 par cent to 108,8, The gain over the same weok of laat year
was 7,1 por cont, Common stock prices droppad necrly 2 per cen, a deelinc of 2§ por cent.
having been shown from the Same week of 1940, Some galn was resorded in spoculative tradpe
ing over the preceding weck,

A weekly indox ropresenting tho average fluetuations in thi adbove-montioned factors,
was 111,2 in the weok of April 19, against 11ll,1 in tho precediag week, a minor gain having
been indicated, Tho stunding one year ago was 100,33 the incrense in the twelve-month
period consequoutly was 4.6 por cent,

4L leckly Index with Six Components orn Basis 192€-100

Car “hole- Copitalized Bank Prices of Shares Jdeckly
Week locd=  3ale Bond Clear- Common Traded Index 3
Ending ings Pricus Yields 1 dgyzeah 2 Stocis
April 19, 1941 9954  86:5 14457 10853 7174 250 1112
Apyil 12, 1041 gEYS £6s5 144317 11070 72:8 1959 11130
Aprtl 20, 1940 88.4 €3, 2 137, 8 101, 1 96, 6 118,41 106, 3

1; Present value of a fixed net incore in perpctuity from Dominion long-term bonds. ,
2. DBank clearings were smoothed by taking a three wccks moving average for the bpurpose
of eliminating irregular fluctuations, Totals for Ottawa wers aliminated for all-wceks
shown owing to incomparability introduecd by thc operations of tho Bank of Cancda,

3, Bhe weighting of tho six major factors is dotcrmined from the standsrd deviation from
the long=term trond of each, bascd on data for tho poriod from Janusry 1919 to August,
1936, The weighting, thorefore, represents not an attempt to give tha rolative importanco
of the factors but to place them on an equal footing by equating the tendency toward
fluctuation. The longeterm trend dotormined fron the halfeyoarly data in the inter-war
period has bden eliminated from the composite cnd the resulting index expressed as o por-
centage of the avoraze during the year 1926,
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Doanestic Ixports in ilarca

Canada's domestic exports in lMarch were valued at 101,616,064 as compared vith
$82,719,395 in March, 1940. fThe total for the first three months of 1941 was $288,134,-
784 as compared with $243,898,474 in the same period of 1940. Exports of foreign pro-
duce in March this year totalled $1,076,608 compared with $745,745, in March 1940, while
during the first quarter of 1941 the value was $4,043,690 compared with $2,734,574 in
the same period of 1940. The foregoing figures do not include gold.

Leading domestic exports in March follow, with 1940 figures in brackets; wheat,
$9,794,585(38,141,245); vheat flour $2,011,813($2,864,163); fish, $2,260,484(%2,237,305):
furs, $1,165,186($1,400,212); meats, $3,221,688($5,654,067); planks and boards, $5,061,-
055 ($3,743,494); wood pulp, $5,987,038($3,547,991); newsprint, $10,811,336($8,984,203);
automobiles and parts, $9,732,404(%$2,227,520).

Ieading domestic exports during the first quarter of 1941 were as follows, with
totals for the like period in brackets: vheat, $21,624,648($23,166,547); wheat flour,
$5,255,279($7,612,248); rish, $8,636,345($7,565,372); furs, $4,982,967(85,314,320);
meats, $17,580,861(%16,528,721); planks and boards, $1<,241,607($10,835,607); wood pulp,
$17,679,227($11,267,682); newsprint, $30,898,378($27,012,093); automobiles and parts,
$24,312,187(%6,840,242).

Vigible Supply of Wheat

The visible supply of Canadian wheat on April 18 was 473,146,658 bushels compared
with 474,011,149 on April 11 and 304,355,027 on the corresponding date last year. The
wheat stocks in elevators in Canada on the latest date totalled 436,123,150 bushels,
vhile the amount of Canadian wheat in the United States was 37,023,508 bughels.

Export Claarances of Theat

During the week ending April 18, the export clearances overseas of Canadian wheat
amounted to 4,127,304 bushels, compared with 2,430,304 for the corresponding week in
1940. The accumlated total for the period from August 1, 1340 to April 18, 1941 was
99,380,517 bushels compared with 108,919,273 a year ago.

Primary Movement of Wheat

Theat receipts in the Prairie Provinces for the week ending April 18 totalled
4,455,092 bushels compared with 3,516,238 in the previous week and 1,101 ,613 in the core
responding week last year. 3By provinces the receipts were as follows, figures within
brackets being those for 1940: Manitoba, 202,366(129,414); Saskatchewan, 1,788,132
(622,051); Alberta, 2,474,594(350,148).

Marketings in the three provinces for the thirty-seven weeks ending April 18
totalled 350,889,952 bushels compared with 384,785,927 in the corresponding period ef
the previous crop year. Marketings follow by provinces, with 1940 figures in brackets:
Mani toba, 45,451,149(50,865 ,181; Saskatchewan, 182,793,107(214,309,505); Alberta,
122,645,696 (119,611,241).

Honthly Financing of Motor Vehicle Sales in March

FMnancing of salea of new and used motor vehicles in Canada during March exceeded
by 25 per cent in mumber and 38 per cent in amount of financing the number and financed
value of vehicles financed in the same month a year ago. Volume for March showed
15,838 units financed for $7,480,285, compared with 12,682 vehicles for $5,410,676 in
March last year.

New vehicle financing was higher by 15 per cent in number and 29 per cent in amount,
4,026 new modsls being financed for $3,352,549 in March, 1941, compared with 3,508 units
for $2,590,162 in the same month a year ago. Most substantial gains were shown for
eastern sections of the country, although volume was higher in British Columbia also.

Increases in used vehicle financing amounted to 29 per cent in number and 46 per
cent in amount of financing, 11,812 vehicles being financed for $4,127,736 in March, as
againgt 9,174 unite for $2,820,514 in the same month last year. All regions of the

country recorded gains over March last year.
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Cigarette Relegses at Tigs level in March

The nunber of zigaroittes released for consumption in March was higher than in any
other month since May, :940. The index for March this year on the base of 1335~ 39

equalling 100 was 191.5 as compared with 127.9 in the preceding month, an advance of
18.5 per cen’ having been reccrded. The index for the same month last year was 116.7.

The sale of cigars showed a decline in March from February, tiae index dropping from
182.5 to 151.9. The indsx however, showed an increase of 24.] per cent over the same
month last year when the standing was 121.8. A marked increase was recorded in the
release of raw leaf tobacco, the index rising from 49.1 to 62.5. 4 decline was showmn
from March 1940 wiea the index was 6G.6.

The indexz of the release of tobacco in March in its different forms advanced over

18 points from Febiuwary to 150 .7 in the mcntih under review vhile tie index for March
1940 was 116.7.

Production of Concintrajad Milic in lareh

The combined production of all items of concentrated milk in Karch was 15,885,673
pounds, an increaes of 32 per cent over the previous month and 27 pser cent over the
corresponding monii: lagi year. For the first quarter of 1941 procduction amounted to
40,419,078 pounds compered with 31,550,676 in the corresponding period of 1940.

C—

Births, Deaths and Marriages

Births reglstered in 67 Canadian cities and towns in March totalled 8,662, deatis,
4,752 and marriages 3,052 as compared with 7,944 births, 4,606 deaths and 3,192
marriages in March last year, showing increases of nine per cent in births, three per
cent in deatiis and a decrease of four per cent in marriages.

Births registered in these cities during the first quarter of 1941 totalled 24,826,
deaths 14,681 and marriages 10,295 as against 21,856 births, 13,719 deaths and 9,685
marriages during the corresponding montiis of 1940. Thls compariscn shows increases of
134 per cent in births, seven per cent in deaths and six per cent in marriages.

Factory Sales of Mill Powders

Factory sales of milk powders in March were valued at $253,042, according to re-
turns received from the 43 manufacturing plants. During the first three months of 1941
sales totalled $549,599.

Railvay Revemues in January

Canadian railways reported earnings for January of $36,112,595 as against $30,495,-
689 for Jamuary, 19:10. This was an increase of $5,616,906 or 18.4 per cent, and with an
increase in operating expenses of $3,368,721 the operating income was increased by
$1,722,057 or from $3,372,892 to $5,094,949.

Freight traffic measured in revenue ton miles increased by 12.2 per cent and
passenger traffic was heavier than in 1910 by 39.4 per cent. Total pay roll increased
by $1,317,650 or 3.1 per cent, for an increase in the mumber of employees from 119,264
or by 6.2 per cent.

Consumption of Coke in 1939

The apparent consuption of coke in Canada during 1939 amounted to 3,118,382 tons
compared with 2,700,176 in 1938. Production of coke, including yetroleum coke, totalled
2,276,427 tons and imports entered for consumption amounted to 659,783 tons, making an
available supply of 3,136,210 tons. However, exports and re-exports totalled 84,323
tone and producers’ stocks decreased 66,495 tons, leaving 3,118,782 tons as the quantity
available for use in Canada during the year.

The distribution of this tonnage vas as follows: Maritines, 398,790 tons; Quebec,
500,502 tons; Ontzrio, 2,011,859 tons, and ths Vestern Provinces 207,231 tons. Thais
calculation does not tale into consideration any interjiziTincial giipments of coke or
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any changes in stocke held by dealers or uscrs ns no records are available concerning
such novenents.

Hosiery and Xnitted Goods Indusiries

There was a concicerable increass in the activities of the hosiery and lmitted goods
industry during the year 1339. The value of goods produced was greater than at any time
since 1929, the aggregate veing $57.669,805. As compared Ath the previous year, the
gross value of production increased by $€.164,331 or 16.5 per cent. The nunber of
employees was 21,312 and the salaries and wages paid $17,778,485, the latter being the
highest recorded in the history of the indusiry. Imployment was 6.4 per cent higher

l1an in 1938 and saiaries and wages 10.1 per cent higher.

A1) hosiery made in the industry was valued at $28,329,941, hosiery of silk and of
silk mixtures, chiefly silik, with a value of $17,373,586 being responsible for about 61
per cent of that amount. The output of underwear, both of combination and separate
garnents, representsd a value of $12,936,977, Underwear of cotton, or of cotton mixtures,
chiefly cottcn, acciuntod to $7,228,615, or about 56 per cent of the all underwear total.
Enitted outervear vwas produced to the value of $9,716,366.

Yarns of various Izirnds, particularly cotton, woollen, worsted, botany, silk and
artificial silk, comprise the greater proportion of all the materials useds In 1939 the
consumption of all yarns was about 26,318,376 pounds valued at $17,061,268, or approxi-
nately 62.3 per cen% of the cost of all materials used.

Inports of hosiery and knitted goods decreased in value from $1,837,707 in 1938 to
$1,758,660 in 1939. Exports were $3,445,715 in 1938 as against $3,474,428 in 1939,

Fisheries of Cansda in 1939

Thae total value of production of the fisheries of Canada for the year 1939 was
$40,075,922 compared with $40,492,976 in 1938 and $38,976,294 in 1937. These totals
represent the value oI the product as marketed, whether sold for consumption fresh,
donestically vrepared or factory made.

The annual rewvcert for 1639 has just been completed and contains in great detail
the statistics of catch and of the products marketed in fresh state or domestically pre-
pared. The price of the voclune is 35 cents.

——

Reports Issued During the Weelk

1. Swmary of Janada’s Exports, March (10 cents).

2. Domestic Exports by Principal Countries, March (10 cents).

3. Geographical Tistribution of the Manufacturing Industries, 1938 (25 cents).
4. Registrations of Births, Deaths and Marriages, March (10 cents).

5. Canadian Grain Statistics (10 cents).

6. The Miscellanecous Iron and Steel Industry, 1939 (25 cents).

7. Fisgheries Statistics of Canada, 1939 (35 cents).

8. Weekly Index Wuxbers of Tholesale Prices, (10 cents).

9. Monthly Financing of Motor Veilcles Sales in March, (10 cents).
10. The Eosiory, Knitted Goods and Fabric Glove & Hitten Industries, 1939 (25 cents).
11. Report on the Factory Sales of Milk Powders, March (10 conts).

12. Production of Concentrated Milk, March (10 cents).

13, Security Frices and Foreign Exchange (10 cents).
14. Car Loadings (10 cents).

12. Consuription of Coke, 1939 (25 cents).

16, Operating Revenues, Expenses and Statistics of Railways, Janmuary (10 cents).
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