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Weekly Incdexes

There are six indexos available on a weokly

basis in Canade thot reflect the generel cconomioe

trend. These cover respectively:-

Business - ourlosdings and wholesale pricus,

Finanoe - bonl: cleurings and capitalized bond yiclds, y
§Eeculation - common stook priccs und sharcs tradel. © /
The six indsxes and the ommposite are shown here on

the baso of 1926, despite the feot that the indox of / [~
cerloadings is reported elsewhere on the new bese of/
1955-1939,

Motes on thu indexes follow:-

The roilwey traffic movement recorded edvance in the last week of liay, the adjusted
index hoving vecn 103 wgainst 97.7 in tho prcceding weeke The total troffiec movement teo
the end of ¥oy wes 1,237,000 cars, o marked incricse hoving been shown over the same
period of lest yveare The index of the physiccl volume of business was 1279 in ..pril,
aigcinst 12440, the rovised stunding for the preceding months The index in .Lpril last year
wes 120, tho indiceted inereuse having boen about 8 pointss Construction contrcots ewnrded
in Moy were 4042 million, o gain of 45¢5 pece ovor the scme month of last ywere The
businoess plcosd during the first five months of the your wes $129 nmillion, about 60 pece
greater thon for the same period of 19406

The advanoe in wholesale pricous continued in the last week of liny, tho index having
boon 88e7 2goinst 88.5. Incroases werc shovm in five of the 8 main groupse The sensitive
copmoditics shomed o rooession, the indox reoeding from 73.7 to 7344, Tho declino was in
mepufectures metericls, the index of foodstuffs advancing from 7342 to 73456

Minor rsoession was shown in tho index of capialized bond yields. The inorease in
bank debits wos slightly morc than 11 pecs Common stoock prices were slightly below the
proeeding week cnd 4.3 pecs below the scme woeek of 1940. Spcculative troding wis slightly
above thot of the weck of iy 24, but a murked decline was shown from tho seme week of 1940,

The woekly index meecsuring the fluctustions of the six cbove-nentioncd fr.otors was
111.1, az2inst 10845 in the preceding woeek, & goin of 2.4 p.ce The udvanece woes mainly
ocoasgoncd by inmoreeses in the indoxcs of curloadings and bank clecringse The stending
n the same weck of 1940 was 10543, o goin of 545 por cent hoving been indict.tod,

+. Teekly Index with Six Componcnts on tho Besis 1926m100

Cer Yholo- Capiialized ' . Bunk Briges of Sharos Weekly
Week lecd- snle Bond Clet.r=- Common Traded Index 3
Ending ings Pricos Yields 1 ings 2 Stocks
Mey 31, 1941 103.0 87.9 14343 104.6 69e5 168 111.1
licy 24, 1941 97.7 87.7 14349 5444 69.9 1546 108458
Junc 1, 1930 90456 8147 13840 99.6 7246 168+ 105,43

-—

1. Proscent value of o fixed not inecoe in perpctuity from Dominion longeterm bonds.

2+ Bonk clecarin s were smoothed by tuking e three weoks moving averige for the purpose
of climincting irrcgular fluctuationse Tobals for Ottawn were climinated for all weoks
shown owing to incomporcbility intppduced by the oporntions of the Benk of Conadas

d¢ The woighting of the six mojor faobors is determined from the stondar? doviation from
the long-term trend of ecch, bascd on dete for the poriod from Jenuary 1919 to .ugust,
163€. Tho welizhting, thorefore, ropresents net an cttempt to give the roletive importenee
of thu Zriatcras but to rlace thom on an equal footing by equating the tondonoy towerd
fluctuztions The long-term trond determined from the half-vearly deta in the inter-woar
period hos bven climinated from the cumpostbe cnd the resulting index expressed as a
peroentaze of the averngo during the wecr 1926,



sooaonio Bxpinsion in .pril

The contirued oXpunsion in cconomic opcrations was indicuted by the trend of importont
factors during ipril. Tho national income, the best mewusure of aoonomio activity in a
countrv, roso 1548 per cont in the month under review over Lpril, 19404 The amount was
343447 million aroirst 437643 million in the seme month last year. The standing in March
last was 3413.3 million, & gain of 5.2 per cent having been indlouted.

Owing to the modercte increrse in the genercl price level, the inorecses in recl
income were of slightly lesser proportions then in the money inoomee The rcal inoome
obteined by adjustment for general price changes, was estimcted at ¢44846 million in 4April
compared with 3402.3 million in the same month of last year. The indicated galn wes
consequently 4643 million or 11.5 per cente The advance over March was nearly 6 per cent
the standing of the¢ real income in that month hoving been $427.8 million.

Inoreases werc recorded in cach of the three moin economic divisionse On & money
besis, the contribution of eommodity produoing aotivities rose from 320142 million in
Merch to 32149 million in the month undor reviews The commodity handling division oone
tributed $91e2 million in April against $87.4 million in the preceding monthe The faocil-
itating division, including finance, govermment and service contributed §128e6 million
in ipril azeinst J124.7 million in Marche

The monthly computation is maihtained for tho dual purpose of providing e preliminary
moasurement for esch year nending the calculation of annual estimated, and to indicate the
month to month ohenges in the creation of national incomes annual census rosults are not
oampletely available for about eighteen months after the end of the period covered causing
considerable delay in ostimeting the anrual totals by the normal methods While the source
material necessary for developing monthly series is not so satisfactory either in quantity
or quality as the information used for cnnuel estimates, there ara congiderable date in
the form of monthly indexes which indicate with a fair degree of accuracy choanges in the
national income from month to month throughout the yecrs

The index of the physical volume of business on the base of 1938 to 1939 equals 100
we.s 127.9 &n April egoinst 123.2 in the precoding month. Mineral production was practioally
mainteined from March, the index heving been 121.8 against 122.8, an cdvonce of 3 points
was shown in the index of manuft cturing production, the standing in zipril having been 140.3.
Dairy production rose sherply in april, excceding the limits of soasonal variction. The
index for the iron and steel group rose from 167.5 to 173.2. The new business obteined by
the construction irdustry rose sherply fram 139 to 181.5., Contracts awarded in the first
fAve months amountcd to $12947 million or 502 per cent greater than for the similar period
of 1940, the standing at thut time having been $86+3 millione

The index of ¢lectric power production rose from 115.8 in Maroh to 12641 in the latest
month for which statistios are nvailablce Merchandise exports wer particularly heavy in
4pril, the index having been 169 ageinst 147 in the preceding month. Grain merketing
showsd marked expansion, while the index of livestoock sales increcsed from 93¢4 to 105.4.
An index of cold storage holdings wns 17645 agoinst 145.4 ot the beglnning of the monthe
(See also Page 3)

Stocks of Raw Hides and Skins

Stocks of rew ccttle hides held by tenners, pmockers and dealers in Canade amounted
to 492,783 at the ond of Lpril, 1941, oompared with 529,397 at the end of Maroh end
689,008 at the end of april, 1940, Calf and kip skins on hand inoreascd from 48Q, 704 at
the end of March to 532,329 et the end of April 1941 and 494,867 a yesr agoe Stoocks of
other types at the end of ipril 1941 included 51,589 dozen sheep and lamb skins, 130,697
goat and kid skins and 23,319 horse hidecse

Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices

The weekly index number of wholesele commodity prices advanced to 8847 during the
week ending Nay 30 from 88.5 in the previous week and 8le7 in the corresponding week last
yoare Theso indexes are on the 1926 base es 100. Outstending among the commoditics to
advenoe over the previous week were livestock, mouts, butter, cotton febrios end tin ingots
while flour end milled products, raw rubber, groen coffec beans, raw silk and sorap iron
declinede
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Economic Activity in April Compared with the Preceding
Month

Lpril 1541 March 1941

National Income, Willion Dollars, Tentativa-——-"~—-
Monthly Compubtation ... i i eresiiritaiaiardesaes 43457 41353
Commodity producing il iidiceeeiecrersnneensss 21479 20152
Commoddty Nan@iIng . T iiteiaviTiees vRoUvr T oV as 91:;2 B87s4
Facilitating coeeocececosnscednoncnseedienedssyd 12876 12457
Physical Velume of Dusiness, 193%=39=100 ,.:s.00e¢ X 12759 124450
Industrial Production i s viTeleiiossicedardadsss 139:6 1335
Mineral Production eeives i dieidiTeeedsiadiiraadee 121:8 NZEF8
Gold, Hint receipte ..ol il iVl i TITe VT 130:0 Yo
Silver shipmentbs To i o T TIISTIS SIS SSSe TTOIST 106571 10970
Asbastos exports i i il i it e ienese0r 150:9 34759
Coal production vii i iitesteteereerdiioaaiias 12759 129;8
ManuFactUBBg ... 0 ST TSI IVET L IVIITIIITIVISSS 140.3 137:3

Flour production eevisececeseserocesedadsasiasias - 13374
Oatmeal production seve' ..., VITTTVISSLIISIVETSES -~ 21:5
Sugar manufactured eceee TV T s S e T de TTTTT 9657 11270
Inspected slaUghEaFrIfES vevsess et incsacncnas’sv 138:8 12455
(1. T T g e N e PO e e P e laggs 9552
S} T N R T R ) I1Es5 8973
HOZS serasenecreddadiiiissesionsiaiesdadesivinee 18858 1730
Creamery butters s veeieesaiseeeisidoidoniosersved 122.,6 115¢5
Factory cheese ¢+ ivviteesiiivnsansdsdees s dddddess 2I7.2 L 9%58
Salmon BAPOFtE i i e i i s e la i e 188.7 )T
TObACCO eeeessestasses s s i iddresdididavadariorddaddsd 130:3 pRzlepd
Cigar Teleases seeesiiiedd i e i aiidiedddididiiee 169:4 151.9

Cigarette releBSOS v il iicerivennsrdvdedaanedaay 12752 1515
e BREREE MMPEEEE oo coovecansen Te TiTTTRL ol VIETSNIY 95,3 14641
BaaEs androshoas - prodvetion o8de s aid as oot vadadss - pliiyg
PRI ok foo. o Shanat ), o o8 5laFa e PN SWons TUD NS USRS oiel 3 Vsl 5, 67e L7l 15552
Cotton consum'p‘ﬁi'dll“.....;..q.....{..”.;'...‘. aloiikal 181:1 174:7
Wool dmports soiedieeialese o e dddid eedaa aad TV 203:0 169:2
Silk dmports seeeeee e s it e SITITIIT  TTV e VW EST £1:5 5063
Rayon matorials nsed e iiieis et iieiiriiaieide 154.-6 1476
ForasStyy seisvosiiasvien i ivesnaiodivaisesisarorey 118:4 125:6
NS TR 5 o o5 viste o 891615 5135 09 Hane T OIS SO e divic T s sl ee 10855 1148
HOQAFIUR EXDOBES 1aie o oo ¢ orelsisl shake 5% oo sl Aole ciaiera s o5 sinlel 194:8 1€9:4
Plahlsa ald boards BnportE i sitneesssardessace RS 13474
Shinglos exported ¢ iidiiiiieed daiddisTeseveiddes 139.0 14273
R T R et i R A T IR e S b 4 iy ISHE2 167:5
Steel production seeiiceisscscnictusiiieiiieTies 180,2 WFST
Pig irom production ...7i.«ificricrissasiasoiTey 1727 163:3
Iron and Steel Imorts ¢l e dridiissaiciiveeses 23879 22079
Automobile produetion ¢risridiiiseiessesieiviiie 12473 12978
Qals6r \PRERIEENON ' « oo o555 Te cioie siaiee ale e, i e e s o' o 12is 1 12654
Ernde PEEr@IBRD-"EmEOrEIE " o4 e 3o bic ustte sre dailia s sl s 153:6 79:9
SRR 5., . ofoksls o ole ip o o Slaieiaie MiT v i & 181s5 13950

BETisnacagimerdasFet. © chis or Soerr Pl R Tt 16956 13445
BREMGERE NPErIRRS (00 B 8 S S M Sl T R T Y 222;8 154,9
Cost of Construction yii i iiveiiiiaddaaiivi.iie, 11154 : 11108
TN T U e R S 5 L M S SUPOP oy 12651 115:8

DiStribwion .0 % e :;. ;.. ;-. - .'.“Q ..l . '.-.'. ® 0 %o a ..". ;‘. ." 108. l 107. 6
Tyade BRRloyment~, , = o oo i i iena s olisle s 500 SELTT ' =  unavailable B
IS . e v, s SRR b T e 12752 12249
T T et 15050 15346
Bpiels (oxcluding gold) iro. Sirrserirrrarariss 169:2 1475 %

R Y R e R R RS 143;0 136: 5

ConBumGrs' Goods T R S S G 113.5 110.8

Marketings il ) e . e — = A

Grain and Live Stock-Marketings ;:; 113:6 5048

"'0..'0‘..“0."~

e TR T e SR i S e Rt LiFE=8 33¢ 5
Uo7 R R e o e A g N Tk EF Rt i 114:4 2671
Qene R T TS S P P b RS B P T 205s4 17,1
SEITT GRS et et I b S PR t  po B s kgt 4003
ple Rt A B S o SR e (MY, AP Jes 1 43101

Rye l....l.lQl.‘l.l....ll'l.l...dl...‘.t..l!‘l. 276.9 98.6
Continued on noext pago --
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Eccoorio Lotivity in April Compared with the Preceding Month « Cont!d.
R April March
o X 1941 1941
Inikve)| Sitoole MetkeBInES wlols « M creis it feker-Ve¥als 2vele olels a 105.4 93 .4
Cattleeesesassecsesecccsacsnscansessarsasascssnse 95.1 92,7
C&lVGS'--.--oo-.....oo.a-.-.ooo---c--c.oo.o-c 114.2 93-4
HOgS.;..-....--.-.-..-.--.-oo.-ooco-ooo-cooc- 126.2 92.7
Sheep.....................-.......-......o... 159.9 7944
Cold Storage Holdings 1st of following month... 17645 145.4
EECSeeet60convsacsccesostsscassnsssatsnocssssne 19150 289,2
PG GE T ol t=Val oRafllkais « o srsnsteRshilatohe; PlajlalleNoreln) &/ is v sislagsers o 260.8 144 .8
SREEED] Yeiereonuis)sss s oasiyeianslsla] I edo /e 5 37s /s Bnisis 0 er0/0]s & il Ol 84 .4
NS oo [o]n SIOLRKTNR) o3 ovoxalonons,s oIakels) olo) olle 5 BHOTSTe|S10.0 2ioTs 8 oo 100.5 98.4
[ et e ASWATSE) alfs. « I fei < STeB f51 sHo aYs lav@ags v alixe (& (o¥5. ole Rl oke, 3] @ 195865 184.1
IR 1o s safalls + o slais 3o ois Bis o sieldiskelsheloln sio.0 o sis chole s 93.5 8l.3
pOultrYondno-'ou--o..o-oooonoooo-nnooooooo-no 98.0 94.8
Iard..'...'....."-it'...II............‘..'... 250.9 249.6
Veal.'........‘...'......l.‘................. 126.1 118.3

Sales and Purohases of Sccuritics Between
Canada and Other Countries during March

The international trade in securities between Canada and other oountries in Maroch
continued close to the small volume recorded in Februarye. Sales in March totelled
$6,293, 795 campared with 36,201,248 in February and $14,892,873 in March, 1940. Purchases
from all countries aggregeted $5,434,451 compared with $4,831,711 in February and
$11,268,623 in ¥arch, 1940. Sales to all countries during the first three months of 1941
totelled 321,609,769 compered with $44,280,526 in the corresponding period of 1940, while
mirchases amountad to §16,537,629 as against $31,618,455 a year agoe

Balas af New Mgior Vehicims in April

toril sales of new motor vehicles in Caneda, exoluding deliverics to the Government
for war purposes, contimued to show the gains over 1940 recorded in Marche April sales
wesre 11 per cent in number end 27 per cent in value above iLpril of last yeare. Therd were
20,838 new motor vehicles rotailed for $26,462,358 in April this yoor compered with 18,834
ngéw vehicles which sold for $20,837,900 in the same month of 1940, bringing the total for
the first four months of the currsnt year to 52,695 units with a retail velue of $66,352,813
five per cent in number and 18 per cent in value higher than the 50,438 new vehicles with
G

retall walus of $53,0088,378 sold in the oorresponding period last year,

Wholesale Sales in hpril

Dollar sales of wholesale trading establishments in Canada gained 13 por eent in
£uril over March and were 23 per cent above the volume of business transacted in April a
vasr agoe The 23 per cent increase over april, 1940 compared with a 20 per cent gain in
HMarch and it exceeds by a oonsiderablc margin the spread recorded in January and February
aver the corresponding months last yeare The index of sales in April this year, on the
vase average 1935-19392100, was 14l.5 campared with 125.2 in March and 115,1 in April,
1¥40, Sales for the first four months of 1941 average 16 per cent higher than for the
similar period of 1940.

automotive eguipment, olothing and hardwere lead in point of view of inoressed sales

compared with ipril last year. Sales for wholesalers specializing in cutomotive equipment
wore up 38 per cent from last year; clothing wholesalers and hardwaro wholescalers both
racorded gains of 31 per cente The fruit and vegetable trade was up 13 por cent and the
¢rug trade 15 per cente Gains of approximately 20 per cent werc common for other lines

¢’ business included in the survey, incroeses over April a year ago being as followst
feotwear trede, 20 per cent; tobtceco and confectionery trade, 22 per cent; groceries, 23

A cent and ary goods 23 per cemi.,
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Concdlon Whoat tn Storce

The amount of Cercdian wheat in storo on May 30 totalled 467,381,794 bushels oompo rod

with 464,344,075 on Jiey 23 and 281,527,647 on the corrcsponding date last year. The stooks

In elevators in Conide on the latest date totadled 428,234,650 bushcls ocomparod with
426,482,840 on iMay 23 anéd 258,938,821 a yecr cgoe Conudian wheet in the United Stotes on
Mey 30 agzirogated 39,097,144 bushels eamparcd with 37,861,235 on May 23 and 22,589,026 in
1940,

Export Cloarcnoes of Wheat

Overseas oxport olearances of wheat during the weok ending May 30 emounted to
4,897,243 bushels ocampared with 3,308,085 in the corresponding week last yoere Clearances
during the period Lupgust 1, 1940 to May 30, 1941 aggrogated 137,019,574 bushols in oompar=
ison with 133,518,562 in the like period of the previocus orop year.

Primary Movoment of Wheat

Wheat roceipts in the Prairie Provinces for the week ending May 30 amounted to
7,077,627 bushels ocomparod with 7,356,569 in the previovs wock and 1,816,554 in the oor=
responding weck lest yocre By provinoes the recelpts for the latest week were &s follows,
1940 figures being in brackets: Manitoba 865,561(152,621) bushels; Saskatchewen 4,474,045
(1,004,881); Alborte 1,738,021(659,052)4

Marketings during the forty-three wecks ending Mecy 30 eggregeted 395,537,830 bushels
compared with 393,881,724 in the same periocd of the provious crop years Totals follow by
provinoces: Manitoba 50,607,629(51,692,581) bushels; Sasketohewan 207,339,972(219,840,119);
alberta 137,590,229(122, 349,024).

World Shipments of Wheat

World shipments of wheat during the weck ending May 31 amounted to 8,687,000 bushels
as ocompared with 9,515,000 in the previous week and 11,962,000 in the ocorrosponding week
last yeare Shipments from August 1, 1940 to May 31, 1941, amounted to 261,320,000 bushels
as ocomparcd with 444,718,000 in the corrcsponding period last yoars

Produoction of Flour in Jipril

Canadian flour mills reported the manufacture of 1,660,897 barrels of flour in the
month of April oomparcd with 1,344,293 in the corresponding month last yeare This wans
the highest April production on recorde The poroentage of operations for the month was
74.8 compared with 58.6 a year agoe Total production from the beginning of the present
crop year amounted to 13,241,500 barrels comparcd with 14,073,645 in the same period of
1939-40, Exports of flour in april totalled 849,816 barrcls, making a ounulative total
of 5,278,562 barrels exported in the past nine months compared with 5,235,600 in the like
period of last year,

Grains ground in Canadian mills in April 1941 are as follows, with 1940 figures in
bracketss wheat 7,381,410{6,035,930) bushels; oats 1,271,571(817,269)s corn 202,974
(208,677); barley 197,393(127,927); buckwheat 1,613(6,887); and mimod grain 2,675,249
(2,157,642)e Mill stocks of wheat on April 30, 1941, emounted to 5,23Q,805 bushels as
compared with 5,846,816 in 1940,

Stocks of Sugar

Stoocks of refined suger in the refineries in Conada on May 17 amounted to 137,370,149
pounds es compared with 112,136,470 on the corresponding date lest yeare Raw sugar stocks
in the refineries on the latest dete totalled 84,655,497 pounds as oompared with 92,503,399
pounds & year &foe

Chemicals and Allied Procducts

Preliminary statistics for 1940 place the output value of ehemicels and zllied
products et 3184,152,867 or 15 per cent more than in 1939,




Rogional Chanmes in Living Custs

Rogional 1rndsx numbers of living costs recently prepared by She Dominion Burecu of
Statistics hove followed very closely the moverents of the Dominisn cost of living index
since the outbreonl: of war. The Dominion index advanced 7.7 per ecant between .wu;ust 1939
end fpril 1941, Corresponding increases in the indexes of eight sities tdken ~s represent-
ntive of the principcl geographic areas of the Dominion have ranged from 5.7 per cent in
the case of Edmonton to 10.1 per cent for Montreal. Thus in none of the sight eities has
the rise differod {rom the rise in the Dominion as a whole by more then 2,4 p.cs, Since
these eight oitios include the majority of the koy merchandise distributing centros of
the Dominion this is important ovidence of underlying similarity in retdl price behavior
thoughout Cancde. Of course this does not preclude the possibility of materinl differences
in actual prices of commodities, but it does suggest thot percentage changes in retail
price lavels since the outbreak of war have been closely somparable in all areas of the
Dominion.

Apprecinble divorgences from Dominion indexos were most fpegquent for ronts and fuel -
which have beon influcenced to a oonsiderable extent by local conditions and wartime measures.
As an oxamplo, tho'net changu in Helifax rents has been small, due to the oontrol of
rents in that clty, while in Montreal and Saskatoen rental indexes have advanced by more
than 8 per cents In the cnse of Montreal, provincial and municitpal sal es taxes hove intpo=-
duced a furthor loccl condition affecting living cost movements.

Wartime incrcases in retail food-price indexes have ranged from 8.1 por oent for
Edmonton to 14.0 per cont for Halifaxs The Dominion retail food price index has edvanced
almost 11 per cent in the same periods In four of the eight citiss April 1941 food indexes
were slightly below those for Decamber 1940, and only in Vancouver was the food index ap-
prociably highor thon In Decermbers This recent rise in Vancouver was relgted princrily to
changes in meat pricos,

Movements in fuocl and lighting indexes wvoried all the way from an inereasc of 13,7
por cent for Montreal to u decline of 2,0 per cent for Edmonton, The defrease for Edmonton
vas due to a substantial reduction in rates on fuel gas for domestic consumption, The
Dominion fool end lighting index moved up exaotly 10 per cent between fugust 1939 and
Lpril 1941.

Porcentage chonges in city ront indexes rangsd between a decline of 0,6 for Vancouver
and an increase of 8.1 for Montreal and Saskatoon, The slight decline in Vancouver resulted
from a woaker tendency in apartment rentals late in 1939-prior to the establishmont of remt
control, A Dominion index of residential rentals rose 3.8 per cent between August 1939
and April 1941, and the results of the May 1941 rontal survey will likely incroase this
figure by a small amount,

Higher prices for woollen aund leather goods have been mainly responsible for incoreases
in clothing prioccs which have been more marked Ifor men's than for women's eppardls Since
August 1939, inorefiscs in oity retail clothing price indexes have varied from 9.5 por cent
for Winnipeg to 17.% per cent for Montroals The correosponding Dominion clothing index
showed a rise of 142 per cent.

Changes in home furnishings and services 'ave shown regional difforences similar %o
clothing but duo to the reterding influsnce of hbme service maintenance costs (toelophone
and laundry) p&rcentage increases have been less. Thoy have varied from 8,5 per cent for
Winnipeg to 13.1 per eceont for~Montreal and Edmonton., The Dominion index of furnishings
and services has increased 10.7 por cent.

The miscollancous living costs group is larzely composed of sorvic@ ocosts such as
those for hcalth mnintenance, transportation, rccreation, and insurance. Changes within
these groups arc compergtively infroquent, and they have shown vory little reaction to
wartime conditions so fore. DPercentage increnses in- miscellaneous living costs hove
rangod from 1,1 for Vancouver to 277 for Saint John, This compared with an incroase of
1.6 pcr cent in the Dominion index.
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e upwerd Srend in reteil pareansing in Camide was conbinued during 4pril, dollar
sntog for the nonth inovoasing it per cent from March and standing 23 per cont above the
lovel of April o yeor c.goe- The vaadiRsted index for Lpril this yenr. on the base 1935~
1939%100; was 135¢7 compured with 19,2 in Maroh and 110eR in April, 1940: On adjuzting
forr differsases in the mmbers of business daye in different months, for nermal secsonsi
variations and for the chifting date of Egster, the adjusted index for April 194% stands
ot 135.4 comparod with 129,3 for Merch; 13C.8 for Febiuary and 1246 for Jamuary. ‘tho
underlying trend iv reinil su]c° F‘or April es reflected in the adjusted index for ihet
nonth vas et a level 53 per cent nighcr than the average for the twolve nonths preceding
the ovtbreak of tne wal.

Raster ocourred’ n 1940 whereas most of the Egsbor business was transacted in ipril
this ysar, This frotor ndds Yo the favorcblo comparisons in sales betweon spril of thig
year and last for such tredes as candy stoies, shoe siores, clothing stores and varisty
stores. Candy stores ‘runsacted more thun twice the volume of business in April of this
yeer than last; the index fur this tradd showing an increase of 129 per cente Man's
ciothing store .U:,s ware v 45 por centy women‘s clothing stores gained 31 per cent waile
shoe stores weie up by 38 per cent, Variety stores averaged 37 por coné higher thun ia
april a year ego; whiie increases of 35 par cent and 33 por cent for the women®s end men's

elething department s4ores cwuniributed 1o a gein of 26 por cent for department stores as
f whnln, Greater activity in the building tredes is reflected in a 25 per cent inoregse
for harawnre stores; restaurants gained 20 psr cent and radio and elecotriocnl shous, 19 per
gante Furniiure store sailes wers up i7 por cont, drug stores 16, and groocery and meat
aores . 14 pe® sent.
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Country general store saies averaged 13 per cent higher in ipril this year than last
according to returns roeceived frum appvo timately 675 of these general morchandise stoios
located in the smallor towns and rural areass The unadjusted index on the base 1935~1939%
100 was 108.% for .ipril this ysar $4.5 for March end 95.% in April, 1940s During the first
four months of 104!l an incroase of 6:4 per cent has been recorded over tho corrosponding
period of 1940,

O - ok aatee T

Indox Numbors of Living Costs in Ao

The Dcminion Burcau of Statistics index mumber of living costs on the base 1935-1939w
100, rose from 108,2 in March to 108.6 in snpril; the first upward movement shown by the
index sinece January. Higher prices for foods, asugmented by fractional guins dn the clota-
ing:und housefurnishings group ecccuntod foirr the advoncee.

£n index for 46 food items moved up from 108.0 to 110.1 between Ilerch anc april,
following inecreases in dairy products, meats, dry groceries, vegetables, fruits and cercals.
Egg prices rccorded further seasomal declines, Food prices in april, 1941; wcre approzn-
imetely the semo level as in the spring of 1984.

liodorately higher prices for piece goods and a slight advence in men's clothing caused
tha clothing index to rise from 1142 in March to 114¢3 in April. Similarly the homeo.-
furnishings and services index rose 0.1 to 111.7, the increcse being due to advanoces in
farniture and texiiles.

Production of Ceal axd 9oke

~ Ganadion mines produced 1,214,060 tons of ccdl during April comparcd with 1,543,784
in the previous month and 1,273,016 in Lpril, 1940, The tonnage produced during the first
four months of 1941 was 6,034,958 in comparison with 5,837,209 in tho like period of 1940.

Coke produo+ion'du:ing April ammmted to 253,000 tons ocompared with 266,000 in March
and 237,000 in nprily 194 The amount produced during the first four months of 1941 was
1,027, OCO tons as compared with $43,000 in the corresponding period of 1940,

L Y e
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Renorts Issuod During tie Weok

1. Car Loadings (10 conts).

2: Conl and Coke Statistiocs, Lpril (10 cents).

3. Rcgional Chenges in Living Costs (10 cents).

4, Prices cnd Price Indexass, april (10 cents)s

§. Sales ~*%isphalt Roofing, iLpril (10 cents).

6. Production of isphalt Roofing, .pril (10 cents).

7. Sumary of Monthly Pailwey Traffic Reports, 1940 (25 cents).

8. Monthly Indexes of Country General Store Sales, iapril (10 centsj.
9¢ Curront Tvends in Food Distribution, spril (10 cents).
10, Monthly indoxes of Rotail Sales, ipril (10 cents).

11 Monthly Indexcs of Waclorsnio Sales, 4pril (10 oomts).

12, Pruit and Vegetable Crop Report (10 cents)e

13. Cremiocals and 4llied FProducts, 1940 (15 cents).

14, Index Numbere of Wholosalie Pricos (10 cents).

15. Telegraphioc Crcp Repsrt, Canada (10 cents)e

16, Advance Frelimiuary Statoment of Butter, Cheese and Eggs in Principal

‘ famdian Cities, Bune 1 (10 cents)e

17. Cemadien Milling Statistics, aApril (10 cents).

18, Canadian Grain S4atisties (10 conts),

19, Stocks of Rew Hides and Skins, .4pril (10 cents).

20. Monthly Sales of New Mctor Vehicles, April (10 cents).

21. Express Statistics, 1940 (10 conts).

22, Summary of Cenoda’s Imports, ipril (10 conts).

23 Sales and Purchescs of Sccuritics Between Canade and Other

Countrics, March (10 cents).
28, Suzar Report, April 21 to May 17, 1941 (10 cents).
25. Weekly Ternings and Hours of "orlk of Male and Female Wage-Earners Employed
in the Manufacturing Industries of Canada, 1938 (25 cents).




S U
e BN
STATISTIC§ CANADAL |BRAF3
81 LIOTHEQUE STATISTIQUE CANADA

AT IIIIII i

1010729900

i wiral L = ) .‘-.—"‘. i
- - ddL L iil‘t:'ﬁ;lil [I; lr ‘_‘Hl i
L_I ] HG_}-]# ﬂ#ﬂmi : lr’ 44 EE'_‘ ||' 1
' I il Y - 4 - .
L b . *
I . .'q- II. Sl | i
L 1 ]

=l

|
=l .
.




