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reekly Indexes 

There are six indexes available on a weekly 
basisin Canada that roflect the general economic 
trend. These cover respectively: 
Business - oar1oadins and wholesale prices 
Finance - bank clearings and eapitalizod bond yields, 
poculation - common stock prices and shares trdod. 

Notes on the indexes fo1lov: 

The seasonally adjusted index of carloadings on the basd of 1926reoorded a gain in 
the fifth week of the year, the advance having boon from 91.5 to 92.6. The increase in 
the eastern division wasless than normal for the sson, while an aporeciableadvco 
was recorded in the Wesf. The traffic movement was 53;461 ears compared with 52,085 in 
the preceding week and 50,077 in the samo week of 1940. The gain over one week agowas 
1.2 per cent, whilo an advance of 5.2 per cent was shown over the same week of 1940. 

holosalo prices were maintained in the last week of January, the index remaining 
at 84.8. Minor advances were shown in crop products and wood and paper vthile recessions 
were recorded in animal products and chemicals. Regarding sonsitio commodities, manu-
facturing materials showid an actwtnco, the index moving up from 66.0 to 66.4 while food-
stuffs declined from 70.5 to 70.2. 

Minor deoltho was shown in high-grade bond prices, but the index of capitalized bond 
yields ws 5 per cent greater than in the same week one year ago. Common stock prices 
showed continuod reaction, the index docliningabout 1 per cant to 76.8, a decline of 21.7 
per cent from a year ago having boon indicated. Recessions from the preceding week were 
practically oncral in each of the groups of the official c1sifioation. Speculative 
trading shcwod greater aativity than in the preceding week, but a mark3d decline was re-
corded from the same period of1940. Bank clearings showod gains over both periods 
normally quotod for comparison. 	 - 

The weekly index based on the six abovc-mentiondd factors was 108.3 in the last week 
of Janury against 107.7 in the preceding rrcok and 105.1 in the same week of 1940. Advances 
of 0.6 per cent and 3.1 per cent were shin over the preceding week and the same week of 
last year, rospoetivoly. 

A Weekly Index with Six Components on Basis 192e:00 

C a r 	Tho1e- 	Capitalized 	Bank 	Prices of Shares Weekly 
Week 	load- 	sale 	Bond 	Cloar- 	Common 	Traded 	Iniex 3 

ings 	Prices 	Yields 1 	ings 2 	Stocks 

Feb; 1, 1941 	92;6 	84.8 	143:9 	102:2 	76:8 	37;0 	108;3 
Jan.25, 1941 	91.5 	84.8 	144;1 	98.9 	77;9 	31.0 	107:7 
Feb. 3, 1940 	88,0 	82.2 	137.0 	92.2 	98.1 	67.0 	105e1 

1. Present value of a fixed net income in perpetuity from Dominion long-term bonds, 2. 
Bank clearings were smoothed by taking a three weeks moving average for the purpose of 
eliminating irregular fluctuatior.s. Totals f or Ottawa were eliminated for all weeks shn 
owing to incomparability introduced by the operations of the Bank of Canada. 3. The 
weighting of the six major factors is determined from the standard devi.tion from the long-
term trend of each, based on data for the period from January 1919 to August, 1936. The 
weighting, thorcfore, represents not an attcpt to give the relative importance of the 
factors but to place ther or. an  equal footing by equating the tendency toward fluctuetion. 
The long-term trond determined from the ha1f-yearlr data in the inter-war period was elim-
inated from the comrosito and the r'3Sulti.flC index exprosscd as a percentage of the average 
during te year 1926. 
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Business Operatiotw at HiRh Level in December 

Business opurations contnuod at a high lev1in the last month ct 1940, the index 
of thu physical volur.o of business standing at 152.5 compared with 13.3 in the same month 
of the preceding yearp Th gain of more than 14 per cent ref 1ats the influence of war 
demands. The standing of the mdcx in November having been 157.4, a recession of 3.1 per 
cent was indicated for the last month of the year. Eloctrio power and distribution of 
the rin ooripononts rocorded advances in December over the preceding nonth. 

The level of rTanufacturinc productionwag pract1cal1y maintained, the index standing 
at 156.6 against 157.2 in the preceding month. A decline was shown in the average of 
factors indicating the trond of mineral production and in the new business obtained by 
the construction industry. The index of eloctric power advanced from 24007 to 243.8. Im- 
portant decline was shown in exports of merchandise 1  excluding gold, while importsrecordod 
a marked gain after seasonal adjustment, the index moving up about 30 point8 to146.8 0  The 
adjusted index 6f trade employment advancod from 146.5 at the beginning of December to 
152. 1 at the end of the month. 

The index of producers' goods and"munitions receded considerably in December from 
the high lovcY1 of Novc'her. An index of the output of consumers' goods, on the other hand, 
rose from 135.6 to 1 40.1. 

rThe index of agricultural :arketings rose from 82.0 in November to 113.8 in the month 
under review, advance having been shown both in grain and livestock sales. The index of 
grain marketings was 117.5 in December against 78.7 in the preceding month, important in-
creases having been shown after seasonal adjustment in the marketings of wheat, oats and 
flax. The index of livostock markitings increased 1 point to 97.3, further advance havir€ 
been shown in the disposal of hogs. Cattlemarkctings were practically maintained whilo 
some decline was shown in the sale of sheep. 

3usiness Indexes in December 1940 oomored with November 
1940 

I  December November 
Physical Vo1uae 	of Business 	.......... 152.5 157.4 
Industrial Production 	........... 15905 168.6 
Minera1Froduotion.. .... . ........ e 219.2 2314 
Gold, 	Mint 	receipts 	.,............ ....... so 341.6 39209 
Silver shipments 82.9 50.6 
isbestos 	exports 	•.. ............. 9094 101.4 
Coalproduction........ ....... 9869 100.2 

Manufacturing 	..................... 156.6 15792 
Foodstuffs 	..... ........ ............ 132.4 138.8 
Flour 	oroduction 	.... ..................... - 73.3 
Oatmeal 	produotion 	..................... - 19.0 
Sugar manufactured 	... .................. 12092 135.3 
Inspected slauhterins 	.. 216.2 230.4 
Cattle 	................................. 16103 156.9 
Sheep 	. . . . ........* . . ........ . . . . . . . . . . . 151.0 15709 
Hogs 	. . . . . . . 	 . 	 - 	 . .............. 265.3 284,6 
Creamerybutter................. ....... 166.5 157.8 
Faotory cheese 	sIQI3 ...............•• 92.8 76.0 
Salmon exports 	..... ...............• 161.7 36.8 
Tobacco 	.............,.,..... .....o.c 21198 217.7 
Cigar 	releases 	.... ............. . ....... 138.0 88.1 
Cigarette releases 	.., 254.4 27698 

Rubber imports 536.8 282.7 
Boots and shoes 	procuotion 	. ....... ...... - 14842 
Textiles 	.øt••s .... s...................... 19501 16192 
Cottonconsumotion.. ............... 199.1 16897 
Cottonyarn 	imports 	.... ............. 153.7 10301 
Wool 	imports 	.......... ............... 192.6 148.0 
Forestry.. ................ lsO.O 146.7 
Nesprint.. . ........... ............ . . . .. . 166.8 172 0 1 
Woodpulp 	eorts 	. . . . 	 .. . 	 . . . 	 . . 	 . 	 . . . . . 6 9800 102.9 
Planks and boaras exports- 125.5 1383 
Shingles 	........ 52.3 
Iron and 	Stoel. .......... .......... ...... 0  160.6 16794 
Steel 	production......... ...... 29102 287.1 

17097 18E.1 
IronandStee1imrorts ....... . ...... 19900 - 	 16..3 
1tutnobi1e 	production...... ..... 113.2 136.3 

Continued on next page 
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Ir. . 	oc:br 1940 compared with Novemb r .27 

1340 
- December November 

Coke Production .., 156.2 155.8 
Crude Fotroleumlmports 25801 297.2 

Construction 	... ........................ 99.2 150.6 
Contractsawardod 	... .................. , 113.0 173.4 
Bu1dng permits 64.7 93.6 
CostofConstruotion 	.................. 9897 98.8 

EleotrioPower 	.......................... .. 243.8 240.7 
Uistributiori 	............................... 132.3 124.5 
iradeEr:iploymerit 	..................... 152.1 146.5 
Co.rloadings 	........ ........................• 95.6 87.7 
Imports 	. . 	. 	. . ..... . . ................ . . . . . . 146.8 116.6 
Exports (excluding gold) 11809 130.2 

Producers' Goods 145.6 158.2 
Consumers' 	Goods 	..............,...,.., 140.1 135.e 

Marketins - 
Grain and Live Stock Marketings 113.8 82.0 
Gra in M. rke t ings 	. • • • • • • ................. . . . . 117.5 78.7 
iboat 	.......... ................ ............ 117.8 75.1 
Oats 	•..........•..e... .............. 168.0 93.7 
Barley 	•.••••••••••s••e•...•.•..•.•.•.•••s• 79.5 128.1 
Flax 	.............. 	..... 134.1 26.3 
Rye 	. ........................ ............• 70.5 196.1 

Live Stock Marketings 	... ........ ....... 97.3 96.3 
Cattle 	. . . . . . . ............................ . . 8542 85.6 
Calves 	.•s••,es•••sss•.••••••••••••••s•••• 125.3 143.4 
Hogs 	.. . .............. ..................... 115.5 105.5 
Sheep 	. . . . . . . . . . . . 	. . . . . . . * . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . • 92.1 120.7 
Cold Storage Holdings 166.3 160.2 
EggS 	. ........ ....................... 115.5 90.2 
Butter 	•..........................s 226.7 210.4 
Cheese 	... ,••••••,••••••••••s••,•••,•••• 117.6 100.0 
Beef 	................ . ...........  133.7 128.3 
Pork 	•e..•*•..Iee•s••*e• ......... 196.2 195.5 
utton 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106,8 110.9 

Poultry 	...•........ .....................•• 181.5 195.3 
Lard 	• ........  136.1 111.2 
Veal 	•....••••••••••••••••.••.•.••••••••• 279.2 311.4 

Sales of New Motor Vehicles in December 

Sales of new motor vehicles, excluding deliveries to the government for -war purposes, 
were considerably higher in December, the total being 10,920 valued at 13,192,197 compared 
with 9,147 at 11,091,975 in November and 9,844 at 010,943,750 in December, 1939. Total 
sales of now vehicles during the year numbered 130,917 units with a re -tcdl value of 
149,165,627, 14 per cent in number and 18 per cent in value above the 114,747 new vehicles 
srld for 125,967,521 in 1930. 

Can.dc. 

The publication is announced by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics of the 1941 edition 
of the Official Handbook of "Canada", 

"Canada 1941" covers the present situation in the Dominion frc 	t1antio to Pacific, 
the weight of emphasis being placed on those aspects which are currently of most import-
anoe. So far as space permits, all phases of the oountry's eooncmsio orgunization are 
dealt with and statistics are brought up to the latest possible moment. The text is 
coompaniod by a wealth of illustrative nattor which adds to the interest of the 
subjects treated. There are elso three doublopage insorts (one of which is in oolour) 
and one triple-page insert. 

The Introduction is a short review of current developments at the close of 1940, with 
special r.:fronoo -1- 0 Cnaa 's V.ar Yrorramino as described by the Prime MiLister and other 



ft 

inistc-s of the Cro'vri in rcont addrscs. Special Articles follocr this Introduction 
and deal rith thc British Commont-calth Air Training Plan andthc Royal Car..dian Mounted 
Police and its place in the development of the Canadian Wost. The first Article doscribos 
the inception of the Plan, its administration, the types of aircraft used and the training 
of the young flier. The second Article covers the story of the Police from the oarly days 
of 1,rcstorn settlement to the present and the oolourod insert depicts the cororionious re-
ception of Thoir Yajcsties by the Plains Indians at Calgary. 

The uconomic survey is covered in sixtocn chaptors dealing with p pulr.tion1  production, 
internal and external trade, transportation, education, etc. 

The price of the publicatton is 25 ccnts per coy, which charc cvors merely the cost 
of paper and act'.'al press work. Application for regular priced copies should be riade to 
the King's Frintcr, Ottawa. 

A special price concession has been authorized in the case of toaohers, bona fido 
students, and ministers of religion, since past oxrerionce has shown that considerable use 
has been rnado of this publication for educational purposes, and it is the policy of the 
Minister to encourage such use. To such individuals, therefore, the price is set at 10 
cents for one cofly. Application for copios under this Special Distribution should be 
addressod to the Dominion Statistician, Ottawa. 

Postage stams are not acceptable, and applications must be accompanied by a. postal 
note or by the appropriate coin enclosed botwocn two squares of thin cardboard gummed to-
gether at the edcs. 

Production of Petroleum and Natural Gas 

The Canadian production of crude petroleun and natural gasoline dUring October totalled 
817,596 barrels compared with S41,752 in the preceding month and 816,257 in October, 1939" 
During the ton months ending October, 1940, the output aggregated 7,086,161 barrels com-
pared with 6,603,374 in the corresponding period of 1939. 

Nctural gas production in October amounted to 2,543,995,000 cubic foot conoared with 
1,782,514,000 in September and 2,804,070,000 in October, 1939. During the first ten months 
of 1940, the Canadian production aggrcgatd 27,646,458,000 cubic foot as compared with 
27,731,938,000 in the 1i1e r'criod of 1439. 

World Shmonts of Wheat 

17orld shipments of wheat during the week ending February 1 amountod to 4,744,000 
bushels as compared with 4,405,000 in the previous week and 8,868,000 in the corresponding 
week in 1940. Cumulative vord shipments from August 1 to February 1 amounted to 124,899,0 
bushels as compared with 256,584,000 in the corresponding period of the previous crop year. 

Flour Production in December 

- The production of flour in December amounted to 1,076,132 barrels compared with 
1,599,966in Decombor, 1939, and compared with the ten-year average production of 
1,087,500. The percentage of output to capacity for the latest month dropped to47,6 from 
70. 8. in 1939. Production of flour during the calendar yetr 1940 aggrogatvd 16,25,921 
barrels compared with 16,887,070 in 1939. 	- 

Flour oxportsin December amounted to 345,611 barrels compared with 902,714 in the 
same month df 1939. Exports for the calendar year 1940 totalled 6,970,902 barrels com-
pared with 5,342,172 in 1939, while in the first five months of the crop year 1940-41, 
2,905,032"barrels were exported as against 2,715,497 in the same period of the previous 
crop year. 

Cereal production for Nocember 1940 was as fol1ovs, with figures for tho samo month 
last year in brackjtEf and the quantities in pouds: thtmeal, 1,336 1,850( 0 838,664); rolled 
oats 6,461,082(17,595,082); corn flour and meal, 2,125,3261 240,680); pt and pearl 
barley 162,002(317,079); and buckwhoat flour 179,014(384,2585. 
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hoat Stocks in Store 

Cartadio.n wheat in store on January 31 aniountod to 493,552,592 buho1s ocimparod 
with 495,041,577 on January 24 and 335,636,331 on February 2, 1940. The amount in 
storo in elevators in Canada on the latest date was 445,152,800 bushols compared with 
446,571,224 a week ago and 301,633,897 in 19409 The stocks of Ganadian wheat in the 
United States on Jc.nuc'.ry 31 totalled 48,399,791 bushels compared with 49,270,353 on 
January 24 and 34,202,434 in 1940. 

Overseas Export Clearances of Whcc.t 

During the wook ending January 31, the oxport clearances overseas of Canadian 
wheat amounted to 3,425,629 bushels compared with 3,744,769 in the 3orrosponding 
weak in 1940. During the 26 'weeks ending January 31 the acountulatol shipments were 
50,669,884 bushels as compared with 71,746,224 in the corresponding period of the 
previous crop year. 

Primary Uovoment of '(heat 

Wheat r000ipts in the Prairie rrovinces during the wook ending January 31 amounted 
to 3,273,606 bushels compared with 5,440,489 in the previous week and 900,085 in the 
corresponding week last year. Receipts for the latest 'wook follow, with 1940 figures 
in brc.okets: Llanitobc., 309,613 (41,854) bushels; Saskatchewan, 1,565,310 (381,577); 
Liborta, 1,398,163 (476,654). 

Marketings in the three Prairie Provthoos for the 26 weeks ending January 31 
aggregated 305,678,359 bushels as oomparod with 367,723,766 in the corresponding ported 
of the previous orop year. Totals follow by provinces, with 1940 figures in brackets: 
Manitoba, 40,942,551 (49,555,137) bushels; Saskatchewan, 162,571 0 024 (205,566 0 047); 
ilberta, 101,964,784 (112,490,243). 

OUtput of Refinod Sugar in 1940 

During the calendar year 1940 Canada 's ten sugar rofinories manufaoturod 
1,137,792,237 pounds of refined sugar, an increase of 12,300,370 pounds over the 
output recorded in 1939. The stocks of refined sugar at the end of 1940, with small 
amounts purchased, amounted to 278,542,439 pounds compared with 248,461,420 at the end 
of 1939. Stocks of raw sugar on the last day of 1940 totalled 140,9'0,614 pounds as 
against 74,526,150 on December 31, 1939. 

Production of Hogs 

The number of hogs on farms in Canada at December 1, 1940, was the highest over 
recorded, the total being 6,117,200, an increase of 28 per cent over the number reported 
on the same date in 1939 and exceeds the total at Juno 1, 1940, by 235,000. The greatest 
increases in numbers have occurred in Alberta, Ontario and Saskatchewan. 

Anticipation of a greater demand for bacon and pork produots as a result of the war 
and relatively favourable prices for hogs are responsible for the greatly increased 
production. In addition, the feed situation has been improved during the past two years 
by good yields of feed grain crops. Expansion in production has been greatest in western 
Canada where surplus feed grains were available. The declines in production in Quebeo 
and the Maritime Provinoos in 1941 resulted from higher feod prices in rolatton to the 
prices of hogs. 

A further increase in the produotion of hogs is anticipated in 1941 if frmcrs' 
intentions as reported at the first of Decembor 1940 are carried out. It is expected 
that the spring pig crop will be about two per cent greater than the spring pig crop of 
190. Incroasos in the spring pig crop will 000ur in Ontario, the Prririe Provinces 
and British Columbia. In Quebec and the Maritime Provinoos, smaller spring pig orops 
are reported than in 1940. 

Marketings and farm slaughter of hogs for the period December 1940 to May 1941 will 
be 35 per cent greater than in the corresponding period of 1939-40, if farmers' intentions 
are carried out. Increases in marketings in this period are anticipated in all provinces 
with the greatest gain in the Prairie Provinces. 
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January Emloyont Situ.tion 

Employment at the first of January in the years since 1920 has .nvaric.b1y shown 
ourtailriont, resulting from the completion or suspension of outdoor work in construction 
and other highlr seasonal industries, together with the losses ocoasonod by establishments 
closing over the holidays and for inventories and repairs. Inforttion received for 
January 1, 1941, from 12,467 employers reveals a total staff of 1,316,774 0  a reduction of 
47,827 from the preceding month, This was a decline of 3.5 per o.int, which is the smallest 
percentage contraction at the opening of any year in the period of oaorvation. For 
January 1, 1940, 11,891 employrs furnished returns showing that they had an aggregate 
staff of 1,134,500 Tflfl and worion. 

Based on the 1926 average as 100, the crude index stood at 134.2, as om'arod with 
139.1 at the begthning of December. The latest figure is 15 p.o. above the Jazniary 1, 
1940, index of 116.2, the previous high figure for that date. Since the shrinkage at 
the beginning of January, 1941, was considerably below normal, the sesono.l1y-oorrectod 
index showed an incroase rising from 135.8 at December 1, 1940 to 13.4 at the date 
under review. The latter figure is the highest seasonally-adjusted index on record. 

While there were declines in employment in many industries and areas at January 1, 
1941, those were not so wldesoread as has boon customary in other winters. The distri-
bution of the losses arlonc the various industrios also differed from that usually 
indicated. Thus, on the avmge, the number laid off by factories at the beginning of 
January in the pericd, 1921-1940, has constituted just under 55 o.c. of the total re-
duction reported by the firms furnishing returns, and that in construction, some 30 p.c., 
the remaining 15 p.c. being in transTortation, mining, etc, 	t the date under review, 
however, the number of p€rsons reloased from work in manufacturing was only about 24 p.c., 
while that in construction approximated 58 p.c. of the total number laid off. The 
increase in the proportion shown by the latter industry was not so much due to an 
unusually large fal1in-off in construction, as to the fact that the declines in certain 
other industries, particularly manufacturing, wero below normal. On the other hand, 
logging reported a reduction that exceeded the average. 

The ourtrdlmont of operations in manufacturing involved a smaller number of workers 
than in any other January on record; approximately 11,600 men and women were released 
from employment in these industries, a decrease of 1.6 p.c,, from the receding month. 
This compared favourably with the average shrinkage of over 7 p.c. at January 1 in the 
years since 1920. The crude index declined from its all-time high of 144.7 at December 1, 
1940, to 142.5 at the date under review. It was then higher than in any other month in 
the period of observation, oxcoot in the final quarter of last year. The seasonally-
corrected incox at January 1, 1941, stood at 152.0, rising from 146.4 in the preceding 
month. Those two adjusted figures are the highest on record. 

There were considerable gains at the date under review in iron and steel and toba000 
factories; eloctrioal apparatus, non-ferrous metal and chemical works were also busier. 
The general trend in the remaining manufacturing industries was downward. The most 
pronounced reductions were in the food, lumber, textile and pulp and pper divisions. 

Canada 's External Trade in 1940 

Canada's external trade in 1940, excluding gold, aggregated 32,275 0 155,705, the 
highest point reached since 1929 when the value was 2,477,335,139. The 1939 valuation 
was ..)1,686,977,247. The balance of trade was favourable to Canada to the extent of 

111 9 279,476 in 1940 compared with j184,866,179 in 1939. Duties co11cted during the 
year totalled .138,972,091 compared with .403,282 0 895 in 1939. 

Domestic exports in 1940, excluding gold, totalling 1,178,954,42c, were the 
groatost recorded since 1928 when the value was $1,339,409,562. The 1939 value was  
$924,926,104. Imports also moved oonsidorably higher, emounting in value to 
1,081,938, 116 compared with J751,055 0 534 0  The previous peak was in 1929 when the 

value was l,298,992,692. 

Index Numb€rs of_Living Costs in December 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics index number of living costs on the base 1935. 
1939100, rose from 107.8 in November to 10890 in December. Prices for foods and home-
furnishings averaged higher. In December 1939 the index number was 103.8. 
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n index for •6 foods advanoed from 108.7 in November to 109.1 in Docomber. Dairy 
products, cereals, and vogotablos rocordod gains, while moats and fruits averaged lower. 
!4odorato cLdvanoos for furniture, floor oQvorings, toxtilc furnishings, hardware, dishos 
and household o1ean1n supplies, resulted in a rise in the homofurnishings group from 
110.0 to 110.7. 

Living oost indexes during 190 roso grc.duc.11y by four per oont Crn 103.8 in 
January to 108.0 in December. Indexes for the vc.rious groups r000rdod the following 
inoreases between January and December, 1940: foods 4.4 per cent, reit 8.2 per cent, 
fuel. 2.8 per cent, clothing 9.9 per cent, homofurnishings 6,1 per cent and miscellaneous 
items 1.0 per aunt. 

Indexes of Country General Store Sales 

Country gnera1 store sales averaged four per cent higher in December 1940 than 
lLst, acoording to returns rco.ived from approximately 700 of those general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towas and rural areas • Gains over December 1939 wore 
reported by all regions of the country oxoeot Saskatchewan. .nnual sales for 1940 averaged 
six ocr cent hghcr than in 1939. 

Index Numbrs of Retail Sales in December 

Heavy consumer demand for oloctrioc.1 c.epliances and equipment in anticipation of 
higher prices erising from import restrictions and new taxation schedules constitutes the 
outstanding feature of the retail trade of Canada during December, 1940. Composite 
figures for the twelve lines of business included in the survey averaged 11 per cent above 
the level of December 1939 and 28 per cent above November, 1940. The general index of 
retail sales on the base 1930 oquc.11s 100 0  stands at 135.0 for the latest month, 10508 
for November and 122.1 for Dooember, 1939. Cumulative figures for 1940 averaged 12 per 
cent above 1939. 

Wholesale Sales in December 

Heavy buying in the wholesale automotive equipment and hardware trades together with 
loss pronounced but substantial inoroasos in the other lines of business inoluded in the 
survey resulted in an average gain of 19 per cent in dollar sales of wholesale merchants 
in December 1940 comoarod with 1939. This is the largest peroen 4-tge increase over 1939 
recorded since the first two months of the year and oompares with an inorease of 11 per 
cent in the annual totals for 1940 compared with 1939. The general ind'x of salos on the 
base 19306100 stands at 116.4 for D000mber 1940, 122.9 for November and 98.2 for December 
1939. 

City Retail Food Price Indexes 

In September and October 1939, retail food prices rose abruptly in all parts of 
Canada. From November 1939 until Seetember 1940, city retail food price indexes either 
showed very little change or declined moderately. In the final quarter of 1940 retail 
food price avorages turned upward again rather sharply. 

The not result of changes between ugust 1939 and December 1940 may be observed in 
the following poroentage increases recorded for eight city indexes: &lifax 15.2 p.c., 
Saint John 1294 p.c., Montreal 10.5 p.c., Toronto 7.6 p.c., Winnipeg 10.2 p.c., Saskatoon 
12.1 p.o., Edmonton 9.8 p.o., and Vancouver 9,1 p.o. Increases in the two Maritime cities 
have boon materially above average, and the Toronto increase somewhat less than average. 
Otherwise the advanoes were closely grouped around 10 p.c., 

Throughout the period .ugust 1939 to December 1940, none of the indLvidual city 
indexes differed from the Dominion average index by as much as 7 p.c. If Halifax were 
excluded the maximum difference would never have reached 5 p.c., and presumably differ-
ences in comoleto cost of living indoxes,have been still loss. 

4iould 
The preoedimg comments have been based upon newly constructed index numbers of retail 

prices for foods in eight cities which are of outstanding importanoe s distributing 
oentres. These indexes mark the first stage in a programme of regIondl cost of living 
indexes. 	 - 

/ 
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Consutjon of Dairy Products 

The disappearance of croamory and dairy butter in Canada roachod a total of 362.1 
million pounds in 1939, accounting for about 97.6 per cent of the total production. The 
per capita consumption was 32 pounds. The domostic disappoaranco of chocso was loss than 
40 million pounds1n 1939, and differing from butter reprosonod only about 32.3 per cent 
of the total mako, The per capita consumption in 1939 was 3.53 pounds, a figuro which 
has varied very little from year to year. 

Approximately 142 million pounds of concentrated milk products were used til Canada 
in 1939 compared with lossthan 79 million in 1930. The former roprosontod 84,5 per cent 
of the total output and 12.56 pounds in consumption per capita. About 71.6 per - cent was 
used in the Dominion in 1930, with a per capita consumption of only 7.72 pounds. The per 
capita consumptionof ice cream has increased eonsidorablyin recent years. In 1939 It 
was ost3.atod at 0.75 gallons whoroasin 1933 it was only 0.53 gallons. 

-The consumption of fresh milk, together with cream expressed as milk, raachod a total 
of 4.6 million pounds or 3,6 billion pirrbs in 1939. This roprosontod a daily consumption 
for the whole of Canada of 0.87 pints per person. Itis important to observe that the 
milk producers supplying their own homosconsurnod 1.25 pints per day while those roquirod 
to purchase their supply averaged only 0.74 pints per day. This explains in sornomaasuro 
the variations in the total consumption in the different sections of the Dominion. 

Production of Loading Mineral Products 

Production of Canada's leading mineral products during the ton rnenths ending October 
1940 Was as follows, with corrosp5nding figures for 1939 in brackets: asbests, 283,927 
(291,510) -tóns; oomen 6,627,710(5,104,383) barrels; 61ay products 4,4l4,475(4,257,307); 
coal 13,965,293(12,465,993) tons; feldspar 18,600(8,857) tons; gold 4,402,782(4,234,846) 
fine oundoá; gypsm 1,276,649(1,097,950) tons; limo 594,852(435,000) ±ons; natural gas, 
27,646,458,000(27,731,938,000) cubic feet; petroleum 7, 086 ,l6 I(6 ! 603,74) barrels; com-
mercial salt 194,987(209,835) tons; silver 19,293,224(19,320,562) fino ounces. 

Traffic on Railways in October 

Revenue freight loaded at canadian stations and received from foreign connections 
during October amounted to 9,545,760 tons as against 9,932,863 in Octcbor 1939; The 
decrease was all in agricultural products, this group declining by 36 per cent. Movomont 
of freight was as follows, by classification, with October 1939 figures in brackets: 
agricultural 1,916,328(2,853,787) tons; animal 233,716(288,771) tons; mine 3,643,790 
(3,610,299); forest 1,066,619(893,227); manufactures and miscellaneous 2 0 685,307(2,346 D 779). 

Telephones in Canada 

- Canada had 1,397,272 telephones in service at the end of 1939, and an average of 
12.35 tolophonos per 100 pf population. Compared with 1938 data from other countries 
Canada was fifth in total number and f5uith in density, the higher rancing countries being 
the United States with a total of 19,953,263, Goi-mzny with 4,146,489, (roat Britain and 
Northern Ire]and with 3,220,241 and France with 1,589,595, and the United States with an 
average of 15.37por 100 population, Sweden with an average of 12.73 and New Zealand with 
an average of 12.69. 

Approximatoly 68 per cent of all telephones were residence telephones and the remain-
ing 32 per cent wore business telephones including public pay stations. Approximately 
36 per cent of the total were business and residence telephones on indivdual lines and 
19 per cent were on private branch exchanges or extensions which might be considered in 
somewhat the same class as individual line tolephones, raising the percentage to 55. Two-
party line telephones constituted 24 per óont of the total and telephones on lines accomo-
dating more than four telephones per line, which are classed as rural, were 18 per cent 
of the total. Four-party line telephonos and public pay station telephones wioh are on 
individual lines made up the remaining three per cent, 

Births, Deaths and Marriages in December - 

The number of births r(!gistercd in 65 cities and towns in Canada ho.ving a populaticn  
of 10,000 and over was 8,015 in December, deaths 5,369 and marriages 4,054 as compared 
with 6,411 births, 4,404 deaths and 4,909 marriages in December last ye..r, showing in-
creases of 25 per cent in births, 22 per cent in deaths and a decrease )f 17 per cent in 



Du.. 	Li.:; : 	 in the sio cities and towns tota110 96,756 
deaths 54,63 	and r'arrgos 63,140 as against 86045 births, 52,484 deaths and 51,451 
marriages in 1939 This conr.risoa shows increases of 12 per cent in births, four per 
corit in deaths and 23 per cent in iariagos 

Stocks of Raw Hao5 and Skins in December 

Stocks of raw cattle hidec hold by tannors packers and dealers in Canada aountod 
to 627283 at tao end of Decoiibcr, compared with 609,294 at the ond of Novmbôr and 
623,032 at the end of Ocoior 	Stocks on the latost date wore made up of 543,819 hides 
o domestic origin and 83.46 4, of foreign origin 	- 

The stocks of calf and kip skins on hand docrcased from 650,398 at the end of November 
to 590,932 tt the end of D';combr, Stooks of other typos of skins at the ond of December 
included 6867 dozon sho 	axd 2.omb skins, 86 : 802 goat and kid skins and 30,392 horse 
hides, 

1; Survoy of Hog Production, D600mbur 1, 1940 (10 cents). 
2; Sales of Nevr Motor Vehicles, December (10 conts. 
3 7 Indexes cf Tholosale Sales, Decembor (io cents). 
4; Indexes of Retail Sa1es December (io cents). 
5; Higher Education in Canada, 19380 (35 cents). 
6. Advance Preliminary Statement of Stoóks of Canadian, Butter, Cheese 

and Eggs in Principal CIties, February 1, 1941 (10 cents). 
7; Milling Statistics, December (10 cents). 
8; Canadian Grain Statistics (10 cents)0 
9. Petroleum and Natural Gas Production, October; and Gasoline 
- 	Sa1os September (io cents). 

10; Summary of Canada's Imports, December (io cents). 
11; The JanutryEmploymont Situa;ion, 1941 (10 cents). 
12; Canada 1941. 	 - 
13; Dc.irying Statistics, Canada, 1939 (25 cents). 
14. City Index Numbers of Retail Food Prices, 1935-1940 (10 cents). 
15; Trade of Crnada, December (10 cents)0 
16; Car Loadings (10 cents)0 	- 
17. Telephone Statistics, 1939 (25 conts). 	- 
18; Imports by Principal Countries, December (10 cents); 
19. The Railway Rolling Stock Industry, 1939 (25 cents). 
20; Security Prices and Foreign Exchange (10 cents). 
21; Monthly Indexes of Country General Store Sales, December (10 cents). 
22; Prices and Price Indexes, December (10 cents). 	- 
23; Births, Deaths and Mrriagcs, Dooc:!bor (10 cents). - 
24; Stocks of Raw Hides and Skins, December (10 cents). 
25; Current Trends in Food Distribution, Dodember (10 cents). 
26; Icc Cream Production in Canada, 1939 (15 cents). 
27. Food Products, Beverages, Rubber, Tobaco and Miscellaneous 

- 	Manufactures, 1934 - 1938 (50 cents). 
28; Canadas Loading Minor.1 Products,October (10 cents). 
29; Monthly Traffic Re-ort of Railways, October (10 cents). 
30; Weekly Index Numbers of Wholosale Prices (10 cents). 
31; Sugar Report Docerthor 1 to 31, 1940 (io cents). 
32; Summary of Sugar Reports 3  1940 (50 cents). 
33; The Cooporage Tndustry, 1939 (10 cents). 



rfN4DA [!RPARF' 
...E 

111 	J 	IIIIt 
10 10729883 


