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Weekly Indexes

There are six indexes available on a weekly

basis~in Canada that reflect the general economic
trend. Thesae cover respectively:

Business = carloadings and wholesale prices

Finance = bank clearings and capitalized bond -yields,
Speculation = common stock prices and shares traded.
Totcs on the indexes follows

The seasonally adjusted index of carloadings on the basé of 1926 recorded a gain in
the fifth woeek of the year, the advance having been from 91.5 to 92,6, The increase in
the castern division wns-less than normal for the scdson, while an appreciable "advence
was recordod in the West, The traffic movement was 53;461 cars compared with 52,085 in
the proceding weok and 50,077 in the same weck of 1940, The gain over one weck ago~was
1.2 per cent, whilo an advance of 5.2 per coent was shown over the same week of 1940.

Wholesale prices were maintained in the last weck of January, the index remaining
at 84,8, MNinor advances were shown in crop products and wood and paper while recessions
were rccorded in animal products and chemicals. Rogarding sensitive commodities, manu-
facturing materials showgd an advanco, the index moving up from 66.0 to 6C.4 while food=
stuffs declined from 70. 5 to 70, 2.

Minor decline was shown in high-grade bond prices, but the index of copitalized bond
ylelds vas 5§ per cent greater than in the sameo week one year ago., Common stock prices
showed continued reaction, the index declining-about 1 per cent to 76.8, a docline of 21.7
per cont from a year ago having been indicateds Recessions from the prezeding week were
practically goneral in each of the groups of the official clfssification, Speculative
trading showecd groator estivity tham in the precoding wesk, but a marksd decline was re-
corded from tho same period of-1940. Bank clcarings showed gains over both periods
normally quoted for comparison.

The weekly index based on the six above-mentioneéd factors was 108, 3 in the last week
of Jinuary aggainst 107.7 in the preceding i1reck and 105.1 in the same week of 1940. Advances
of 0.6 por cent and 3.1 per cent were shovm ovor the preceding week and the same weck of
last yeer, rospoctively.

A Weekly Index with Six Components on Basis 1926=100

Car Whole- Capitalized Bank Prices of Shares  Weekly
@ Weok load=- sale Bond Clear- Common Traded Index 3
-Bnding ings Pricos Yields 1 ings 2 Stocks

Bebs I, 1941 9256 84,8 143:9 10272 7658 3740 10853
Jan;25, 1941 9105 84,8 14451 9879 T77¢9 31.0 107:17
Feb, 3, 1940 88,0 82,2 137, 0 92.2 98,1 67.0 105,1

l. Present value of o fixed net income in perpetuity from Dominion long-term bonds. 2.
Bank clearings were smoothed by taking o throo wecks moving average for the purpose of
oliminating irregular fluctuations, Totals for Ottawa were eliminated for gll weeks shown
owing to incomparability introduced by the operations of tho Bank of Canada. 3. The
weighting of the six major factors is determined from the standard deviation from the long-
term trend of cach, based on data for the poriod from January 1919 to August, 1936, The
woighting, thercfore, represonts not an attonpt to give the relative impertance of the
factors but to place them or an aqual footing by oquating the tendency toward fluctuetion,
The long-term trond determined from tho half=ycarly data in the inter-wer period was elim-
inated from the comrosite and the rosulting index ¢xpressed as a percentage of the average
during t}e yoear 1926.
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Busincss Operations ot High Lovel in Docember

Busincss oporutions continued at a high level-in the last month cf 1940, the index
of thu physical volunie of businces standing at 152, 5 compared with 132,3 in the same month
of the preceding yeary The gain of more than 14 peor cent refleaets the influence of war
demandss Thc standing of the index in November having beon 1574, & recession of 3.1 per
cont was indicated for the last month of the ycar., Electric power and distribution of
the main eomponents rocorded advances in Doeomber over the preceding month,

The level of ranmufacturing production was practically maintained, the index standing
et 156.6 against 157.2 in the preceding month. A decline was shown in the average of
factors indicating the trond of mineral production and in the new business obtained by
the construction industry. The index of electric power advanced from 2407 to 243,8, Im=
portant decline was shown in exports of merchandise, excluding gold, while imports-recorded
o marked gein after secasonal adjustmeont, the index moving up about 30 points to146.8, The
adjosted index &6f trade omployment advanced from 146.5 at the beginning of December to
152.1 at the end of the month,

The index of producers' goods and munitions receded considerably in December from
the high leveél of Novemher, An index of the output of consumers' goods, on the othor hand,
rose from 1356 to 140.1.

»The index of agricultural rarketings rose from 82,0 in November to 113.8 in the month
under roview, advance having been shown both in grain and livestock sales, The index of
grain marketings was 117.5 in December against 78.7 in tho preceding month, important in-
creases having been shown after seasonal adjustment in the marketings of wheat, oats and
flax. The index of livestock markatings increased 1 point to 97.3, further advance havirg
been shown in the disposal of hogse Cattle marketings wero practically maintained while
some decline was shovm in the scle of sheep.

Business Indexes in December 1940 aomphred with November

1940

al Deoember Novomber

Physical Volume of BuSiness <seseesvecosvasoes 15245 1574
BaaSEric )l PREQMBELon .. oo o0 misieasidens s e 159,5 168.8
Minerel Production eseevscsreccsssesassasnss 319 2 25140
GOld, Mint receipts S0P AhEveL Bt eDseses RN 34146 592q9
Silver shipmenﬁs ePNsIOURsPsENIRE VNG RESRL S 8209 i 50;6
issbestos exports Sesess sl s ancreedtes ot eer s 90.4 101.4
Coal production PePs a0 B0 0 ecar eI sR0 e ER AN 98.9 100.2

Manufecturing ecesesesesscserccatncsscssesasans 166.6 15792\
Blodstalles. Sert B e 0 o s -l B T heu s 132.4 13848
Flour nroduction sevecessescevnecaccsanans - 7343
Oatmeal production sesressvecass 5o, SNe ek o - 18.0
Suger mamfactured cecesanees BRI o b P coxo o7e 120.2 13543
Inspected slaughterings «.esssenvveccecens 216.2 230¢%
(01175 o0 (- SRR, 7)1 S e P TIPS 2 - ) =, F 161.3 158.9
SHEED erecrcorsvsoocsosenssssssansssssonas 15140 15749
HAES cevrnsomibip;ins i buahdnbosasnes s 26543 T 284,.6
Creamery YUtter sescoerecccorcacnscccsrons 16645 157.8
Factory cheeSe sescesecscscececsoensssvens 92.8 7640
Salmon eXports seowstecosnssascascrssnsnce 1617 3€e8
TODACCC seessevecsnceoonsssancenasoeccenidane 211.8 217.7
Cigar relelsSes secsessrssesscoscrsensesasne 138.0 : 88e1
Cigarette releases sveesansseessssssccsces 254.4 27648
Rubber 1mports aees 0t e s eerPrer st rane PR 5368 282.7
Boots and shoes oroduotion serercceccacnacs - 14842
PEXRILCSES  oxn s store Biaks o oXihers: 3o lahanerolalelsis ohassRious fs tauki /o 195.1 161,2
Cotton CONSUMDLIiOoN csecvceesescoscsssoneos 188 Fall 16847
Cotton yarn imports .iesscrerssecsscccesss 153.7 103.1
Wool IMports evecensesesasvrcasccccssnsasss 19246 148,40
Forestry..--...........:.o...o..‘...“..-... 14060 1467
Ne“sprint.......;......................... 16G.8 17201
Woodpulp €xportSoescassaercosssacsosnssecss 9840 10249
Planks and boards eXportScessssssecsssccne 12545 15343
Shingles GXPOftUdooooocoo(oo:ooo--coa-ooou 523 72.2
Iron and Stoclecoceehcssvotvscisssssbosssse 16066 167e4
Stecl productiONesscasveassessacsascorsane 29142 28741
Pig iron production.»..e...........,...... 17007 18501
Iron and Stoel ImpoitSsessscscosvsvsasssss 199.0 - 16443
Antomobile PEEMMEEEBRS - . o7 Bo s v ¢ Beies 11342 ' 13643

Continued on next page
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Busivoess Ind3xcs in Decamusr 1940 compared with November

13940
Py . Ueoember November
Coke Production CE R X I N R RN T P O P PO PSP IR 156-2 155.8
Crude Petroleum IMpPorts seesssesscecsnscnase 258.1 297.2
Construotion seseeeescascacnccccsncsssscsnnee 9%.2 150.6
Contracts awarded ceeecesesrsssssssscnsscasee 113.0 173.4
Building permits eeeseceescerstconseccevennes 64.7 93.6
Cost of Construction «iiesveserscisssenicans 98.7 98.8
Tlectric Power ceeeeccccirensces tresssessaees 243.8 240.7
Distribution seeesee ¥ ek e dol s anets femanellh s sesecnasse 132.3 124.5
Trade Trmployment eescacecesatectcssssrssencen 152.1 146.5
Carloadings secececrssscessccascesscnsscencnsns 95.6 87.7
hﬂports 8008 08880808 P8P OREREENLINOIRBIBSELIEBOSLE 14608 116.6
Btanke (aReludlhE Held) «oomueio vs o oo nnsiies 118.9 130.2
Producers!? GOOGIE Sihialaleis o0 s ¢ o sie oo v oo s sinoesiites 145.6 158-2
Consumers' GOOAS seseessesssscsscssnssosssassoen 140.1 135.6
Marketings -
Grain and Live Stook Merketings «ceessesessnss 113.8 82.0
Grein M&rketings D I A S N R N A S S I S I N Y N7 7847
HRICORER s e R 8 L haeie] 015 ¢ ) o070 aFonshe o sxolafll) 4 SHaRalS 117.8 754l
@ETE @ elsne s s oimomaoa s sie oo esaiea e saseesen 168.0 93.7
Barley T P LI L BRI IE IO PRI AE RS LOIEOEEBLEDN 79.5 128.1
FIAX cecoscevscsssanoscasssensosacessssoosanss 134.1 26.3
Rye 80080 T IS EREEN AN EIANEPETRONOEENNRINOIE S 70.5 196.1
Live Stock Marketings .vececscssccecacsccsovecee 973 96.3
Cattle ccescesscasscncsosnclssncasnsonssennses 85423 85.6
CalVES +escescscsnssscssoesessssscsasssossssons 126.3 14344
Hogs 8 P 500NNt ABTRTELNORB IR SISO OOREERLIROOENTSE L1548 10545
Sheep e R P eI O I PPN ALI NI UEs PR IR OEREBOLINOLLEEOUELSES 92.1 120.7
Cold Storage HOlAingS seevecscsassssnsessoasnes 16643 16042
Eggs 0 8 P IR B ENSERENENTEsRsENTREROEOIEBERBAEBTES 11505 90.2
BUtter ceecossnsessosscsvavrosssccscsnssensvee 22647 210.4
CheeEE eossessessscasesssserssssccsnosesssnscas LT 6 100.0
[ 00, s Rake] RN RaRaRrs vhesn aslak oo (2 s u] 33 YRR R R R RN Y 133.7 128.3
CRGLA e s (o1 olaNeFouatokol ol s¥alolalSiin. + ‘s, (o (ahel%s o ln nioiele) oiniolaiatalots 19602 195.5
MULTON seevvecssonesssssssssssessssncocsances 106.8 110.9
Poultry R R N A N T Y T N T ] 181.5 18553
I—ard LRI S I R L B B R B NE R NN I IR BN B R B B B R Y B K N R AR B N 136.1 111.2
Veal 2 S E T E PR B LB P EOEIP LS EBEN LN EOESEIENIELOEEED 279.2 311.4

Sales of New Motor Vehicles in Deocember

Sales of new motor vehiocles, excluding deliveries to the govermment for war purposes,
were oonsiderably higher in December, the total being 10,920 valued at 13,192,197 compared
with 9,147 at 11,091,975 in November end 9,844 at $10,943,750 in Decembar, 1939. Total
sales of new vehicles cduring the year numbered 130,917 units with & reteil value of
$149,165,627, 14 per cent in number cnd 18 per cent in veluc above the 114,747 new vehicles
seld for §125,967,521 in 1939.

Gerdde 194)]

The publication is ennounced by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics of the 1941 edition
of the Official Handbook of "Canada®.

"Cancda 1941" covers the present situabtion in the Dominion from atlantic to Facifio,
the weight of emphasis being placed on those aspects which are currently of most import-
ances. So far as space permits, all phascs of the ocountry's econamic organization are
declt with and stetistios are brought up to the latest possible moment. The text is
acoompanied by a wealth of illustrative matter which adds to the interest of the
subjeots treated. There are clso three doublowpage inserts {one of whioh is in colour)
and one triple-page insert.

The Introduction is & short review of current developments at the ciose of 1940, with
spwcial refercnce Ho Juncaa's War Trogramme as described by the Prime Miuister and other
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Finisters of {the Crown in ruccnt addressese Spceial Artiecles follow this Introduction
and doal with thc British Commomwcalth Lir Training Flan and-the Royal Car-dian Mounted
Police and its placc in the devclopment of the Conadian Wests The first Article describes
the inccption of tho Plan, its administration, the types of aircraft used and the training
of the young flior. Tho second Article covers the story of tho Police from tho carly days

of western sottlement to the present and tho coloured insert depicts the coromonious re-
ception of Their lajcsties by the Flains Indions at Calgary.

The ccononic survey is covered in sixtocn chaptors dealing with pepulation, production,
internal and external trade, transportation, eduecction, ate,

The price of the publication is 25 ccnts per cory, which charge covers merely thg cost
of paper aond actual press worke Application for regular priced copies should be made %o
the King's Printer, Ottawa.

& spoeicl prico concession has been authorized in the case of toachers, bone fide
studonts, and ministers of religion, since past oxrerionce has shovm that considerable use
has been made of this publication for educational purposes, and it is the poliey of the
Minister to encourage such use. To such individuals, therefore, the price is set at 10
cents for one cory. Application for copies under this Special Distribution should be
addressed to the Dominion Statistician, Ottewa,

Postage stamps are not acceptable, and applications must be aeccompanied by a postal
note or by the appropriate coin enclosed botween two squarcs of thin cardboard gummed to-
gethcr ot the edges,

Production ¢f Petrcleum and Natural Gas

The Cancdian production of crude petrolewn and natural gasoline diiring October totalled
817,596 barrels compared with 841,752 in the preceding month and 816,257 in October, 1939,
During the ten months ending October, 1940, the ocutput aggrogatod 7,086,161 barrcls com=-
pared with 6,603,374 in the corresponding pcried of 1939,

Naturcl gos production in October amounted to 2, 543,995,000 cubic feet compared with
1,782,51+,000 in September and 2,804%4,070,000 in October, 1939, During tho first ten momths
of 1940, the Concdian production aggregated 27,646,458,000 cubio feot as compared with
27,731,938,000 in the like period cf 1939,

—————— e —

World Sh§Emonts of Wheat

World shipments of wheat during the weck ending February 1 amountod to 4,744,000
bushels as compared with 4,405,000 in the previous wock and 8,868,000 in the corrosponding
week in 1940, Cumulative world shipments from August 1 te February 1 amounted to 124,899,800
bushels as compared with 266,584,000 in the corrcsponding pericd of the previous crop year,

Flour Production in December

The production of flour in December amounted to 1,076,132 barrecls compared with
1,599,966 "in December, 1939, and compared with the ten-year average PpPrcduction of -
1,087,500, The percentage of output to capacity for the latest month dropped to 47,6 from
70.8.in 1939, Production of flour during the calendar year 1940 aggregated 16,25%,921
barrels compared with 16,887,070 in 1939,

Flour exports-in December amounted to 3:5,611 barrcls compared with 902,%24 in tho
same month ¢f 1939, Exports for the calendar year 1940 totalled 6,970,902 boarrels com-
pared with 65,342,172 in 1939, whilc in the first five months of the crop year 1940-41,
2,908,032 barrels were exported as against 2,715,497 in the same poriod of the previous
crop yenar,

Cerecl procduction for Hocember 1940 wns as follows, with figures "for tho same month
last year in brackdts and tho quantities in pounds: ocatmesl, 1,336,850(4,838,664)3 rolled
oats 6,461,082(17,595,082); corn flour and meal, 2,125,326(1,240,680); pot and poarl
barley 162,002(317,079); and buckwhoat flour 179,014(384,2585.



vhHeat Sitoeks in Stors

Cencdivn wheat in storc on Junuary 31 amcuntod to 493,552,592 bushols oamparecd
with 495,841,577 on Jonuary 24 and 335,636,331 on February 2, 194Q. Tho amount in
storo in oleovators in Concde on the latest dato was 445,152,800 bushols oompared with
466,571,224 o weck &go and 301,433,897 in 1940 The stocks of Canadian wheat in tho
United States on Jenucry 31 totallod 48,399,791 bushels compared with 49,270,353 on
Jamuary 24 ond 34,202,434 in 1940.

Overscas Export Clecronces of Wheot

During the weok onding Jeruary 31, the export olecronees oversscs of Conadian
wheat cmounted to 3,425,629 bushols oompered with 3,744,768 in the morresponding
weak in 1940. During the 26 wecks ending Jonucry 31 the coocumilated shipmonts were
50, 669,884 bushels as compared with 71,746,224 in the corresponding period of the
previous cocrop yoar.

Primery lovement of Whect

Wheat roceipts in the Prairie TFroviness during the weck ending Jarmuary 31 omounted
to 3,273,606 bushels compcred with 5,440,489 in the previous week and 900,085 in the
corresponding woek lost yeer. Recelipts for the latest week follow, with 1940 figures
in brookets: Manitobe, 309,613 (41,854) bushcls; Scskotohewan, 1,565,310 (381,577);
ilberta, 1,398,183 (476,654).

Murketings in the three Proirie Provinocos for the 26 weeks ending Jonuary 31
aggregated 305,478,359 bushels as oanparcd with 367,723,766 in the corrcsponding period
of the provious orop year. Totals follow by provinces, with 1940 figures in brookets:
Manitoba, 40,942,551 (49,555,137) bushels; Sosketchewan, 162,571,024 (205,566,047);
Alberta, 101,964,784 (112,490,243).

odtput of Refined Sugnr in 1940

During the oalendar year 1940 Cannda's ten sugar refineries manufactured
1,137,792,237 pounds of refined sugar, an inorease of 12,300,370 pounds over the
output recorded in 1939. The stooks of rofined sugar ot the end of 1940, with small
amounts purchased, cmounted to 278,542,439 pounds comporcd with 248,461,420 ot tho end
of 1939. Stocks of row suger on the lest day of 1940 totolled 140,970,614 pounds cs
against 74,526,150 on December 31, 1939,

Produgtion of HQ§E

The number of hogs on frrms in Canada at Deeember 1, 1940, was the highest over
regorded, the total being 6,117,200, cn ineorease of 28 per cent over the number reported
on the same duate in 1939 ond exceeds the total et June 1, 1940, by 235,000, The grcctest
inoreasos in numbers hcve oocourred in Alberta, Ontario and Saskatohewan.

anticipetion of & grocter demend for bacon end pork products as a result of the wur
end relatively favourcble prices for hogs are responsible for the greatly increased
production. In addition, the feed situction has been improved during the past two years
by good violds of feed grain crops. Expansion in production has been groatest in western
Conada where surplus feed grains were cvailebles The declines in production in Quebeo
and the Maritime Provinoes in 1941 resulted from higher feod prices in rolation to the
prices of hogs.

4L further inoreccse in the production of hogs 4s anticipated in 1941 if farmers'
intentions as reported at the first of December 1940 are carried ocut. 1t is expeoted
that the spring plg crop will be about two por cent greater than the spring pig orop of
1940. Incrocsos in tho spring pig orop will ocour in Ontario, the Proirie Provinoces
and British Columbia. In Quebec and the Maritime Provinecos, smaller spring pig orops
are reported than in 1940.

Marketings cnd farm slaughter of hogs for the peried Docember 1940 to Moy 1941 will
be 35 per cent greater than in the corresponding period of 1939-40, if formers' intentions
are carried out. Inorecses in marketings in this period ecre entioipated in 21l provinces
with the groatest goin in the Prairie Provinces.
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Junuiry Employmont Situction

Employment ot the first of Jomucry in the yeers since 1920 has invarinbly shown
curtailmnent, rcsulting from the complction or suspension of outdoor work in construotion
and othor highly secasoncl industrics, together with the losses oconsionod by establishments
closing over the holidays end for inventories end repairs. Informntion received for
Jonuary 1, 1941, from 12,467 omployers reveanls o total staff of 1,316,774, & reduotion of
47,827 from the preceding monthe This was o decline of 3.5 per ount, which is thc smllest
percontage contriotion at the opening of any year in the period of otservatione For
Janucry 1, 1940, 11,801 cmploywrs furnishcd returns showing thet they had an cggregate
staff of 1,134,500 mcn cnd wormen.

Basud on the 1926 cverage &5 100, the crude index stood ot 134.2, as zomnared with
139.1 ot the beginning cf December. The lotest figure is 15% pecs above the Joamary 1,
1940, incex of 11642, the previous high figure for thet date. Since the shrinkuge ct
the beginning of Jonuary, 1941, wzs considerably bolow normel, the seasonnlly-corrected
index showed un incrctase, rising from 135.8 at December 1, 1940 to 13344 at the dete
under roeview. The latter figurc is tho highest secsonally-adjusted index on rooord.

While thore were declines in employmoent in meny industries cnd areas at Jamary 1,
1941, those were not so widesprecd ©s hes been customary in other winters. The distri-
bution of the losses among the various industries slso differed from that usually
indicated. Thus, on the avimge, the number laid off by fuctories et the beginning of
Jenuary in tho periecd, 1921-19%0, hes constituted just under 55 >.c., of the total re-
duction reported by the firms furnishing returns, and thet in construction, some 30 p.c.,
the remeining 15 p.c. being in trensnortetion, mining, stee. .t the dete under review,
however, the number of persons relecsed from work in monufacturing wes only about 24 p.ca,
while that in construction approximeteéd 58 p.c. of the totzl number laid off, The
increase in the proporticn shown by the letter industry was not so much due to an
unusuclly lerge folling-off in construotion, as to the feot that the declines in ocerteain
other industries, particulerly monufacturing, were below normal. On the other hand,
logging reported o reduction that exoceeded the avercge.

The curtcilment of operations in manufocturing involved a smaller number of workers
than in eny other Jenuery on record; approximately 11,600 men and women were released
from employment in these industries, a deorecase of 1e6 p.cs from the preceding month.
This campered fovourably with the everage shrinkage of over 7 p.oc. at Jenuery 1 in the
years since 1920. The crude index declined from its all-time high of 144.7 at Dooembor 1,
1940, to 142.5 at the dete under roview. It wes then higher then in eny other month in
the period of observation, except in the final quorter of last yeer. The seesonally-
corrected index at Jamvery 1, 1941, stood at 15240, rising from 146.4 in the nreceding
month. Those two adjusted figures ure the highest on recorde.

There werc considercble goins ot the dete under review in iron and steel and tobacoco
factories; clectrioal epparctus, non-ferrous metel and chemioul works were e1so busiers
The general trend in the remaining mamufucturing industries wns downwards The most
pronounced reductions were in the food, lumber, textile and pulp and paper divisions.

Cemade 's Txtormal Trade in 1950

Carncde's externel trede in 1940, exoluding gold, aggregated $2,275,155,708, the
highest point reached since 1929 when the vulue wes $2,477,335,139. The 1939 voaluation
wos ¥1,686,977,247. The belance of trede was favourcble to Canande to the cxtent of
¥111,279,476 in 1940 compered with +184,866,179 in 1939, Duties collgoted during the
year totelled $138,972,091 compared with /103,262,895 in 1939,

Domestic cxports in 1940, excluding gold, totalling 21,178,954,420, were the
groatest rocorded since 1928 when the value was $1,339,409,562. The 1939 value wons
$924,926,104. Imports also moved considorebly higher, amounting in value to
$1,081,938,116 compared with 751,055,534 The previous peck was in 1929 when the
value was 31,298,992,692,

Index Numbers of Living Costs in December |

. - —

The Dominion Bureav of Stetistios index number of living costs on the base 1935w
1939=100, rose from 107.8 in November to 108.0 in Decembcr. Prices for foods and home-
furnishings avercged higher. In December 1939 the index number wes 103.8.
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in index for 46 foods advanced from 108.7 in November to 109.1 in Dceember. Utiry
products, corcals, ond vegetablas recorded goins, while meuts end fruits cveroged lower.
Hodercto cdvancos for furniture, floor ocdverings, textlle furnishings, hardwere, dishes
and household cleaning supplies, resulted in o rise in the homefurnishings group from
llOoO to 110.74

Living cost indexes during 1940 roso greduclly by four per cent f(ram 103.8 in
Januery to 108,0 in Decemboer. Indexes for the vorious groups reoorded the following
inoreases between Jommery end December, 1940t foods 4+4 per oent, reat 3.2 per oent,
fuel 248 per cent, clothing 9.9 por cent, homefurnishings 6.1 per cent and miscelloneous
items 1.0 per oent.

Indexes of Country Genorcl Store Secles

Country genercl store sales avereged four per oent higher in December 1940 than
lust, ccoording to recturns rcocived from approximately 700 of those genernl merchandise
stores located in the smeller towns end rural arecs. Gains over Decembor 1939 wore
reported by all regions of the oountry cxoent Scskatohownn. .annual sales for 1940 avernged
six per ocent higher then in 1939.

Index Numbers of Retail Scles in Deoember

Hecvy oconsumer demend for eleoctriocl sppliances and equipment in anticipetion of
higher prices arising from import restriotions and new texation sohcdules constitutes the
outstanding feature of the retail trede of Cannda during December, 1940, Composite
figures for the twelve lines of business included in tho survey averaged 1l per ccnt above
the level of Decomber 1939 and 28 per ocent above Novembor, 1940 Tho genercl index of
reteil scles on the base 1930 equells 100, stounds at 135.0 for the latest month, 106.8
for November and 122,1 for Deocember, 1939, Cumulative figures for 1940 averaged 12 per
oont above 1939,

Wholescle Sales in December

Heavy buying in the wholesele automotive equipment and hardware trades together with
less pronounced but substontial inorecses in the other lines of business included in the
survey resulted in an average gain of 19 per ocnt in dollar seales of wholescle merchants
in December 1940 comnared with 1939, This is the largest percen‘uge incresse over 1939
recorded sinse the first two months of the ycar end ocompures with an inarecse of 11 per
cent in the anmual totcls for 1940 compared with 1939, The genercl indox of sales on the
base 19308100 stands at 11644 for Decomper 1940, 122.9 for November and 98.2 for Leocember
1939.

City Retail Food Frioce Indexes

In September and Ootober 1939, reteil food prices rose abruptly in 211 parts of
Cenadae. From November 1939 until Septemoer 1940, city retnil food price indoxes either
showed very little change or declined moderately. In the final quarter of 1940 retcil
food prioce avoruges turned upward cgoin rather sharply.

The nct result of chonges botween wugust 1939 and December 1940 moy be observed in
the following peroecntege incrocses recorded for eight olty indeoxes: Hulifax 15.2 peoe,
Saint John 1244 pecse, Montreal 10e5 pec., Toronto 7.6 peoe, Winnipeg 10+2 pecs, Scsketoon
12.1 pecs., Edmonton 9e8 p.o., and Vanoouver Yel peo. Increases in the two Moritime oities
have boen materially cbove average, and the Toronto inorecsec somewhat less than averege.
Otherwise the advances were olosely grouped around 10 p.o.,

Throughout the period Jlugust 1939 to December 1940, none of the individual olty
indexes differed from the Dominion average index by as much as 7 pe.ce If Helifax were
exoluded the moximum difforence would never have recched 6§ pec., and presumably differ-
ences in comnlete o0ost of living indexes have been still less.,

ould

The precedimg corments heve been based upon newly oconstructed index numbors of reteil
prioces for foods in ofight cities which cre of outstending importunoce as distributing
oentross These indexos mark the first stage in & programme of regiongl cost of living
indexcs. b . =%

=
i
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Consunption of Dairy Products

Tho disappecrance of croamory and dairy butter in Canada roachod a total of 362.1
million pounds in 1939, accounting for about 97.6 per cont of the total production. The
per capita consumption was 32 pounds. The domostic disappoarance of chocso was loss than
40 million pounds-in 1939, and differing from buttor roprosontod only about 32,3 per cent
of the total make, The per capita consumption in 1939 was 3. 53 pounds, a figure which
has varisd very little from year to year.

Approximately 142 million pounds of concontrated milk products wero used in Canada
in 1939 compared with loss~than 79 million in 1930, Tho former roprcsontcd 84, 5 per cent
of the total output and 12,56 pounds in consumption por capita., About 71.6 per-cent was
used in tho Dominion in 1930, with a per capita consumption of only 7,72 poundse The por
capita consumption-of ico cream has increasod considerably~in recent years. In 1939 9t
was ostimated at 0,75 gallons whoreasin 1933 it was only 0. 53 gallonse.

-The consumption of fresh milk, togethor with orcam oxprosscd as milk, reachod a total
of 4.6 million pounds or 3,6 billion pints in 1939, This ropresonted a daily consumption
for the whole of Canada of 0.87 pints por person, It-is important to obsorve that the
milk produccrs supplying their owvm homes-consumed 1,25 pints per day whilo those raquired
to purchase their supply averaged only 0,74 pints per day. This explains in somo~-measuroc
the variations in the total consumption in tho difforent sections of the Dominion.

Production of Loading Mineral Products

Production of Canada's leading mineral products during the ten months ending October
1940 was as follows, with corresponding figures for 1939 in brackets: asbestos, 283,927
(291,510) *¥6éns; coment 6,627,710(5,104,383% barrels; dlay products $4,414,475(84,257,307)¢
coal 13,965,293(12,465,993) tons; feldspar 18,600(8,857) tons; "gold 4,402,782(4,234,846)
fino oundes; gypsum 1,276,649(1,097,950) tons; lime 594,852(435,000) tons; natural gas,
27,646,458,000(27,731,938,000) cubic foet; potroleum 7,086,161(6,603,374) barrels; com-
mercial salt 194,987(209,835) tons; silver 19,293,224(19,320,562) fino ounces.

Traffic on Railways in October

Revenue froight loaded af Canadian stations and received from foreign connections
during October amounted to 9,545,760 tons as against 9,932,863 in Octcber 1939, The
decreaso was all in agricultural products, this group declining by 36 por cent. Movement
of freight was as follows, by classififation, with October 1939 figures in brackets:
agricultural 1,916,328(2,853,787) tons; animal 233,716(288,771) tons; mine 3,643,790 »
(3,610,299); forest 1,066,619(893,227); mamufactures and miscellaneous 2,685,307(2,346,779).

—— e

Telephonos in Canade

= TCanada had 1,397,272 telephones in sorvice at the end of 1939, and an average of
12, 35 tolophones per 100 pf population., Compared with 1938 data from sther countries
Canada was fifth in total number end fourth in density, the higher ranking countries being
the United States with a total of 19,953,263, Germdny with 4,146,489, Groat Britain and
Northern Ireland with 3,220,241 and France with 1,589,595, and the United States with an
average of 15,37 per 100 population, Swedon with an average of 12.73 and New Zesland with
an average of 12,69.

Approximatoly 68 per cent of all tolophones were residence telephones and the remain-
ing 32 per cent wore business telephones including public pay stations. Approximately
36 per cent of the total were business and residence telephones on indivddusl lines and
19 per cent were on private branch exchanges or extensions whioh might be considered in
somewhat the same class as individual line tolephones, raising the percentage to 55. Two-
party line telephones constituted 24 por cont of the total and telephones on lines accomo=
dating more than four telephones per line, which are classed as rural, were 18 por cent
of the total, Four-party line telephonos and public pay stetion telephones which are on
individual lines made up the remaining three por cent.

Births, Doaths and Marriagcs in December

The numbor of births régistered in 65 cities and towns in Canada having & populatim
of 10,000 and over was 8,015 in Decembor, deaths 5,369 and marriages 4,054 as compared
with 6,411 births, 4,404 deaths and 4,909 marricges in December last year, showing in-

ereases of 25 per cent in births, 22 per cent in deaths and a decrease of 17% per cent in
PervY" g%
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Dufilig the woar 1840 hirths migistercd in the sdmo cities “and Godms totalled 96,756
doaths 54,688, and rarriages €3.140 as against 86,045 births, 52,484 deaths and 51,451
marriages in 1339. This comprnrison shows ifieroases of 125 per cent in births, four per
gont In deaths and 23 por cont in mRrriagaes.

B ]

Stocks of Raw Hidqs anq_Skins igugggember

Stocks of raw catile hides hold by tonners, packers and dealors in Canada amounted
to 627,283 at tne ond of Decombor, compored with 609,294 at the ond of Novémbor and
623,032 at tho end of Octohere OStocks on the latost date were made up of 543,819 hides
off domestic origin and 823,484 of foreign origin,

- Tho stocks of calf and kip skins on hond docrcased from 650,398 ot the end of November
to 590,952 o% the ond of Dscembore Stocks of other types of skins at the end of December
inclu@ed 58,857 dozon sheop and lomb skins, 86,802 goat and kid skins and 30,392 horse
hides,

T A A 95 ot St O

HgParts Tgsued Durong thy Vosi

1 Survoy of Hog Production, December 1, 1940 (10 cents).

2; Salcs of New Motor Vehicles, December (10 cents).

3: Indexec cf Wholosale Sales, Decembor (10 cents).

4: Indexes of Retnil Sales, December (10 Sents). -

5 Higher Education in Cannda, 1938-i0 (35 cents).

6. Advance Proliminary Statcment of Stocks of Canadian, Butter, Cheese

¢ and Eggs in Principal Cities, February 1, 1941 (10 cents),
7 Milling Stotistics, Decorber (10 cents).

8 Canadian Grain Statisties (10 cents).

9. Petroloum and Netural Gas Production, October; and Gasoline

s Seles, September (10 cents).-

10: Summary of Canade's Imports, December (10 cents). -

11; Tho January-Employmont Situation, 1941 (10 cents).
12; Canado 1941, r ‘

138 Dairying Statistics, Canada, 1939 (25 cents), - ¥
14, City Index Nurbers of Retail Food Prices, 1935~1940 (10 cents).
15; Trade of Canada, Docomber (10 cents)e

16; Car Loadings (10 conts). =

17 Telephone Statidsties, 1939 (25 conts)e. ¥y

18¢ Inports by Frincipal Countries, Decamber (10 conts)s

19. The Railway Rolling Stock Industry, 1939 (25 cents).

20 Security Prices and Foreign Exchango (10 cents). %
21 Menthly Indexes of Country General Store Snles, December (10 cents).
22; Pricos snd Pricc Indexes, Docerbor (10 cents)e -
23r Births, Desths end ifarrdages, Decerbor (10 cents). -

24; Stocks of Roaw Hides and Skins, Decomber (10 cents). ¢

25; Current Tronds in Food Distribution, Dedember (10 cents).
26s; Iecc Croam Production in Canada, 1939 (15 conts).

27. Food Products, Bevcrages, Rubber, Tobadeco and Miscellancous

i Manufactures, 1934 - 1938 (50 conts). i

28; Canadats Loading Minerpnl Products, October (10 cents).

29¢ Monthly Traffic Rerort of Railways, October (10 cents).
30; Weekly Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices (10 cents).
3ls Sugar Report Docerber 1 to 31, 1940 (10 cents).

32; Summary of Sugar Reports, 1940 (50 conts),

33; The Cooporage Industry, 1939 (10 conts).
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