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CHANGES IN 
FERTILITY 
AMONG CANADA'S 
LINGUISTIC GROUPS 
by Réjean Lachapelle 

Fertility depends on biological. 
cultural, economic and social factors 

While it is difficult to determine the effect 
of any one of these factors, it is relatively 
easy to assess the consequences of dif -
ferences in fertility, especially on the size 
and proportion of linguistic groups. 

Despite heavy immigration and the 
linguistic assimilation of most of these 
immigrants into the group for which 
English is the mother tongue, the propor-
tion of Francophones in the Canadian 
population held at 30% between 1850 and 
1950 owing to a high fertility rate among 
French Canadian wonien. The fertility ui 

Francophones then decreased, dropping 
below the Canadian average toward the 
mid-I 960s. This change has contributed 
to a decrease in the proportion of the total 
Canadian population speaking French as 
a mother tongue - from 29% in 1951 to 
25% in 1986. 

Differences between Quebec and the rest 
of the country 1  
Vital statistics show that the fertility of 
Quebec women was approximately 40' 
greater than that of other Canadian 
women in the late 1920s. This gap nar-
rowed, then disappeared around 1960. 
Over the past 25 years, the fertility of 
Quebec women has always been lower than 
that of women in the other provinces. 

When Quebec joined the national vital 
statistics collection system in 1926, the 

I This sect l,n uses viol ttisti. Ii 0 mparc icr- 
tility rates of women in Quebec with women 
in the other provinces, regardless of their 
mother tongue. 

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS - AUTUMN 1988 STATISTICS CANADA 



AN 

LSOCIA Total tertility rate, Quebec and rest of Canada, 1926-1986 

Children per woman 
5.0 - 

Canada excluding Quebec = 
2.0 	 Replacement level 

Quebec 
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1926 	1936 	1946 	1956 	1966 	1976 	1986 

Sources Statistics Canada and Bureau de Ia statistigue du Québec. annual vital statistics; 
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- 	
Ratio 1  of total fertility rate in Quebec to that in rest of 
Canada, 1926-1986  

Ratio 
1.5 - 

I 	I 	I 	I 	 I 	I 	I 	I 	l.I 

province's total fertility rate 2  - that is, 
the average number of children per 
woman - was 4.3. It was 45% higher 
than that of other Canadian women, who 
had an average 013.0 children. After 1926, 
the fcrtility of Quebec women decreased, 
huttoming out during the depression of 
the 1930s. The total rate dropped to 3.2 
In Quebec (in 1939) and as low as 2.4 

1.4 - 

1.3- 

1.2 - 

1.1 - 

1.0 

0.9 - 

0.8 - 

1926 	1936 	1946  

elsewhere in the country (in 1937), a level 
slightly higher than the national average of 
2.3 children per woman needed at that 
time (due to a higher mortality rate than 
today) to replace the population. During 
World War II, the fertility of Quebec 
women posted regular growth, and by 
1947, it had risen to 3.9. It then varied 
between 3.8 and 4.1 until 1960. The war 

1956 	1966 	1976 	1986 

had more of an effect on fertility in the rest 
of the country. A pause from 1942 to 1945 
(2.7 to 2.8 children per woman) was 
followed by recovery in 1946 and 1947 
(3.5). Then, except during a short inter -
i-uption between 1948 and 1950(3.3), the 
fertility rate rose until 1960 (4.0). 

During the 1950s, the fertility of 
Quebec women went back up to the level 
seen in the years preceding the Great 
I )epression. In the rest of Canada, the fer-
tility rate in the 1950s and early l960s was 
.ipproximately one third higher than the 
r;ite observed in the late 1920s. It was this 
remarkable increase that made the baby 
boom so big. The baby boom had less of 
an effect in Quebec. 

Between 1926 and 1960, the fertility 
rate of women in Quebec moved 
gradually closer to that of other Canadian 
women. In effect, the ratio of the fertility 
rate of Quebec women to other Canadian 
women dropped from 1.45 in 1926 to 
1 .30 around 1940   and 1.15 around 1950. 
By the beginning of the Quiet Revolution 
in 1960. the level of fer0litv in Quebec was 
nearly equal to that in the other provinces. 

Between 1960 and 1970, fertility 
declined very rapidly. The total fertility 
rate of women in Quebec dropped from 
3.9 to2.1,adecrease of nearly 50% in 10 
'ears, while the fertility of other Canadian 

women fell but not so dramatically, from 4.0 
to 2.5. Consequently, in 1970, the fertility 
if women in Quebec was 15% lower than 

that of women in the rest of the country. 
By 1974, fertility in Quebec had 

dropped to 1.8 children per woman. Then, 
until 1979, it varied between 1 .7 and 1.8, 
levels much lower than those needed to 
replace the population at the time (2.1). 
The decrease was more regular in the other 
provinces between 1970 (2.5) and 1980 
(1.8). The differences were therefore less 
pronounced. 

By 1986, the fertility rate of Quebec 
women had fallen still further to 1.4; that 
of other Canadian women held at between 
1.7 and 1.8. The result was a new widening 
of the gap. In 1986, the fertility rate was 
20% lower in Quebec than in the other 
provinces. Put another way, fertility in the 
rest of Canada was 25% higher than in 
Quebec. 

A ratio of 1 2 means that fertility in Quebec is 20% higher than that in the rest of the country. 
A ratio of 085 indicates that fertility in Quebec is 15% lower than that in the other provinces. 

Sources Statistics Canada. and Bureau de Ia statistique du Québec, annual vital statistics; 
author a estimates 

2 Total fertility rate is the average number of 
children that a group of women would have 
in their lifetimes If the age-specific rates 
observed for them in a given year continued 
until they had had all their children. 
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These difterences in fertility between these cohorts, and even in cohorts back to the average age at childbirth. But, if one 
Quebec and the other provinces have 1896. the completed fertility of Anglo- estimates instead agenet -al replacement level 
significantly affected the demographic phones (2.3 to 2.6 children per woman) that takes into account the improvements in 
situation. Forexample, 85,000 births were was below the level necdcd to replace the mortality between the mothers' generation 
recorded in Quebec in 1986. If the fertility population. 	This narrowly defined and the daughters' generation, it does seem 
rate for women in Quebec had been equal I  ''replacement level" depends on the mor- that, despite their lower fertility, Anglo- 
to that of other Canadian women (1.75 tlitv of women (estimated here for Cana- phone women horn between 1890 and 
children per woman), there would have dian womenasawhole)betwecnhirthand 1916 were able to "replace" themselves. 
been 106,000 births, or 25% more. Note 
that births recorded in Quebec in 1986 
accounted for 23% of the births recorded 

N 	
Completed fertility of women born between 1896 and 1951 ,  ci~ in the country (Newfoundland not  by mother tongue, Canada 

included), and that Quebec women  
accounted for 27% of Canadian women of 

childbearing age. The reduction in 
Children per wornau 

Quebec's demographic weight with 5.0 - 

respect to births is a result of the low fer- 
tility observed in that province. I 	 French 

- - - Since Francophones make up 80% of - 4,0 

the Quebec population, and Anglophones - - 

English 
make up at least 75% of the population in \ 	Other 
the rest of Canada, the changes in fertility i 3,0  

between Quebec women and other Cana- 
dian women allow us to conclude that, iii 

the country as a whole, the fertility rate of 
2.0 

aIrepIementIeve 
Francophones was higher than Anglo- 
phones until about 1955. However, I 	 Replacement level 

between 1906 and 1974 and again after 
1,0 - 

1980. Anglophones registered the higher 
rate. For the other years, without addi- I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I0 	 I 	I 	I 
tional information on fertility by mother i 	1896 - 1901 	1906 - 1911 	1916 - 1921 	1926 - 1931 	1936 - 1941 	1946 - 1951 
tongue, it is difficult to know which group Years of birth 
had the highest fertility, since the dif- sources: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada, author's estimates 
ferences between Quebec and the other 

4 

provinces were too sniall 

C A N A D I A N 

Completed fertility of cohorts, 
1896-1951 	 ... 	 - 

Census data have shown that the corn-
pleted fcrtilitv of Francophones was 
80% higher than that of Anglophones for 
women horn at the turn of the century. 

This gap narrowed rapidly over the 
years and disappeared for women horn 

between 1931  and 1936. For more recent 
cohorts, the completed fertility of Fran-
cophones has been lower than that of 
Anglophones. 

Women born between 1901 and 1916 
were between 15 and 30 years old in 1931. 
The Depression hit when they were at those 
ages when they would normally have had 

the highest marriage and fertility rates. In 

Ratio of completed fertility of Francophones to that of 
Anglophones, for women born between 1896 
and 1951, Canada 

Ratio 

2.0 - 

1.8 

1.6 - 

1,4 - 

1.2 - 

1.0 

The sections that follow use census data to 
compare directly the fertility ufFruncophones 
with Anglophones. 
Completed fertility is the average number of 
children that the women born in a given year 
(cohort) had in their childbearing years. 

0.8 

0 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I] 
1896-1901 	1906-1911 	1916-1921 	1926-1931 	1936-1941 	1946-1951 

Years of birth 

sources: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada, authors estimates. 
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For the Anglophone population, the high 
fertility rates that characterized the penod 
folluv lug the depression of the 1930s   and 
World War II resulted in an increase in the 
completed fertility of cohorts horn after 
1910. In effect, the average number of 
cli ildrcn rose fr 1111 2.3 for women horn 

between 1906 and 1911 to 3.1 for women I recovery in fertility resulted not only in an 
horn between 1926 and 1936. a rise of one increase in the proportion of three-, four-
third. This increase was attributable to the and five-children families, hut also in a not 
rise in the proportion of women who mar- inconsiderable rise in the proportion of 
ned, the drop in the proportion of married women having six or more children (12% 
women who remained childless and the in cohorts born between 1926 and 1931 
increased average family size. This I compared to9% in cohorts horn between 

1906 and 1911). However, the downward 
,'.. n, I i i 	r'r, nc.rt icn f t- ni ii 	V I nO 

5 

Years of birth Chren 	r woman 

AInçuages Engish French Other 

Canada 

1896-1 901 3.30 2.60 4.76 3.68 
1901-1906 3.06 2.41 4.25 3.35 
1906-1911 2.75 2.31 3.57 3,01 
1911-1916 2.77 2.44 3.46 2.86 
19161921 2.94 2.68 3.63 2.79 
19211926 3.17 2.98 3.78 2.93 
1926-1931 3.21 3.13 3.56 2.96 
1931-1936 3.08 3.10 3.17 2.89 
1936-1 941 2.68 2.74 2.59 2.64 
19411946 2.23 2.26 2.07 2.40 
1946.1951 1.97 1.97 1.88 2.23 

Ouebec 

1896-1 901 4.14 2.22 4.73 2.66 
1901-1906 3.78 2.04 4.24 2.39 
19061911 3.16 1.94 3.48 2.48 
19111916 3.12 2.03 3.38 2.43 
1916-1921 3.28 2.29 3.55 2.28 
19211926 3.46 2.67 3.69 2.52 
19261931 3.30 2.71 3.45 2.57 
19311936 2.98 2.68 3.07 2.52 
1936-1941 2.49 2.36 2.50 2.45 
19411946 2.03 1.95 2.01 2.27 
19461951 1.79 1.73 1.77 2.19 

Rest of country 

1896-1901 3.00 2.63 4.94 3.81 
1901-1906 2,79 2.44 4.42 3.46 
1 9061 911 2.59 2.34 4.00 3.08 
19111916 2.64 2.47 3.82 2.91 
19161921 2.82 2.71 4.03 2.86 
1921-1926 3.07 3.00 4.26 2.98 
1926-1931 3.17 3.15 4.12 3.01 
1931-1936 3.12 3.12 3.72 2.94 
19361941 2.76 2.76 3.03 2.67 
1941-1946 2.30 2.28 2.36 2.41 
1946-1951 2.01 1.99 2.04 2.24 

Nete: To c*ulale wnpteted tebety t 	the thee most recent groups of cohorts, the tise was mcreased for the niait 	of chd&en 
per woman estirnaled usng the 1981 CenSus on the basis of obsved terli)ty between 1981 and 1986. 

Sorices, Staistics Canaja. Census of Canada, and autt'5 estenates. 

v ... i---.-.-  ........................ 
It) children or more continued. 

Among Francophones, no doubt 
i)eCauSe of their already high level of Icr-
tilirv% the increase in completed fertility 
was less pronounced and involved fewer 
cohorts. From a low of 3.5 children per 
woman in cohorts horn between 1911 and 
1910, completed fertility rose to 3.8 in 
cohorts born between 1921 and 1 926.   
Although completed fertility was the same 
in the cohorts born between 1906 and 
1911 and those born between 1926 and 
1931(3.6 children per woman). there were 
significant differences between the two 
groups - namely, an increase in the pro-
portion of married women, a decrease in 
the proportion of married women without 
children and an increase in the proportion 
of women with two to five children. l'hese 
changes were offset by a decrease in the 
proportion of larger families. The propor. 
tion of women with six or m rc children 
dropped from 26% in cohorts horn 

i between 1906 and 1911 to 21% in those 
horn between 1926 and 1931 

The completed fertility of Anglophones 
differed little from that of Francophones 
in the cohorts horn between 1931 and 
1936. However, the proportion of married 
Anglophone women was higher than that 
of married Francophone women: those 
who were married remained childless or 
had only one child a little less frequently 
and a greater proprtirl of them had two 
to four children. Francophones still held 
their traditional advatitage in the number 
of families with five or more children, and 
this offset their lower proportion of fami-
lies with two, three or four children. 

For women horn after 1935. the com-
pleted fertility of Anglophones is higher 
than that of Francophones. The average 
number of children of Francophone 
women in the cohorts born between I 9-o6 
and 195 I (1.9) is, moreover, below the 
replacement level, even when one takes 
into account the probable reductions in 
mortality that will enable the daughters to 
live longer than their mothers. In these 
cohorts, the fertility of Francophones is 
lower than that of Anglophones except for 
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decreasedfora11hirthorder—particularl 
from the third child up—from the cohort. 

born between 1946 and 1951. In othur 
decrease in 

.4 

' words, the recent 	completed 
fertility is affecting not only large familic'. 

lx'r 

At first glance, it is interesting to note  
that the overall lower completed fertility - 

of Francophones relative to Anglophones - 

is not the case if we look separately at 
Quebec or at the rest of the country. The 
lower fertility of Francophones in the 
country as a whole is the result of the fact 
that, for cohorts born 	1935.  the after 	corn- 

-. 
Z. 

' 	 '• 
pIeced fertility of Francophories in Quebec - 

is lower than that of Anglophones living  
outside Quebec. 

In Quebec, as in the rest of Canada. the I 	''. . 

higher fertility of Francophones has - 	 - 	 , 

decreased considerably and, for cohorts 
born after 1940, the completed fertilit y  of 
women with neither English nor French as P .. 
amothertonguenowcxceed.sthatofFran- 
cophones. In addition, in the more recent  
cohorts - that is, those horn between '1 IL 
1946 and 1951 - the higher fertility of 

relative to 
? 

Francophones 	Anglophones is j 
very small, even negligible, both in -' Quebec and in the rest of the country. F" 	- 

Finally, for all the cohorts, the fertility of 
Quebec women is still lower than that of 

C A N A 0 1 A N 
other Canadian women, regardless of 
mother tongue. This is no doubt a result of -. Total fertility rate, by mother tongue, Canada, 1956-1986 
the higher proportion of Quebec women 
in all linguistic groups who live in major Children per woman 
urban areas such as Montreal and Quebec 
City, which have always been associated 4.4 

 French 
with lower fertility. 

4.0 - 

6 

Fertility since 1956 
Between 1956 and 1961, the fertility of Fran-
cophones was still nearly 15% higher than 
that of Anglophones. The gap quickly nar -
rowed and disappeared around the mid-
1960s. Subsequently, except between 1976 
and 1981, Francophone fertility has been 
lower than Anglophone fertility. From 1981 
to 1986, Anglophone fertility exceeded 
Francophone fertility by more than 10%. 

Analysis of the changes in completed fer-
tility for women who were 30 years of age 
or older in 1981 does not allow us to 
describe the recent changes in fertility 
differences. To extend the study, we have 
to estimate the total fertility rates by 

3.6- 

3.2 - 	 Other 

2.0 - 	Replacement level 

1.6 - 	 English 

1.2 

0 
1956-1961 	1961-1966 	1966-1971 	1971-1976 	1976-1981 	1981-1986 

Period 
Sources Statistics Canada, Census of Canada; authors estimates. 
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Five-year 	 Children per woman 
pedod  

AN languages 	Engish 	French 	Other 

Canada 

1956-1961 3.88 3.80 4.31 3.48 
1961.1966 3.51 3.48 3.66 3.40 
19661 971 2.49 2.46 2.36 2.85 
19711976 1.98 1.95 1.85 2.32 
1 976-1 981 1.75 1.68 1.72 2.11 
1981-1986 1.66 1.67 1.49 1.94 

Quebec 

19561961 3.99 3.26 4.22 2.79 
19611966 3,43 3.04 3.54 2.93 
1966.1971 2.26 2.09 2.27 2.58 
1971-1976 1.82 1.62 1.81 2.26 
1976-1981 1.71 1.46 1.71 2.04 
1981-1986 1.49 1.46 1.47 1.79 

Rest of country 

1956-1961 3.84 3.82 4.95 357 
1961-1966 3.55 3.50 4.34 3.46 
19661971 2.58 2.48 2.87 2.89 
19711976 2.04 1.96 2.12 2.33 
19761981 1.76 1.69 1.76 2.12 
19811986 1.72 1.68 1.60 1.96 

Sources: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada: and authors estimates. 

SOCIAL 	Hatlo of total fertility rate of Francophones to that of 
i 4 'g pj 	Anglophones, Canada, 1956-1986 

Ratio 
1.16 - 

1.12 

1.08 

1.04 

1.00 

0.96 

0.92 

0.88 - 
4 

0 	 I 	I 	I 	I 	I 
1956-1961 	1961-1966 	1966-1971 1971-1976 1976-1981 1981-1986 

Period 
Sources: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada authoe's estimates  

mother tongue for the last few five-year 
periods. The results confirm the conclu-
sIofls reached in the preceding analyses 
and add some useful details. 

In Canada as a whole, Francophone 
fertility exceeded that of Anglophones 
not only until 1956, but also until 1966. 
After 1966and until 1976, the fertility of 
Francophones was slightly lower than 
that of Anglophones. Between 1976 and 
1981, Francophone fertility was once 
again higher than that of Anglophones, 
but only slightly. Finally, between 1981 
and 1986, the gap widened as Fran-
cophone fertility decreased considerably 
from the previous five-year period while 
Anglophone fertility showed little 
change. The fertility of all the linguistic 
groups, including the group made up of 
women with mother tongues other than 
French or English, is now below the 
replacement level. 

Until 1981, in Quebec as in all the other 
provinces, Francophone fertility was 
always higher than that of Anglophones. 
But a remarkable change took place 
between 1981 and 1986. In Quebec, 
Francophone fertility was then as low as 
that of Anglophones (1.5 children per 
woman); elsewhere in Canada, Fran-
cophone fertility was actually lower( 1.6) 
than that of Anglophones (1.7). This 
change occurred despite the weaker con-
centration of Francophones in metropol-
itan areas, both in Quebec and elsewhere 
in Canada. 

To discover whether Francophone fer-
tility is now lower than Anglophone fer-
tility in the Montreal area, total fertility rates 
were estimated for the three linguistic 
groups for the 1981-1986 period. 5  The 
Francophone rate was 1.33. that of 
Anglophones was 1.39, and that of the 
population for which neither official 
language was the mother tongue was 1.63. 
For the population as a whole, the total rate 
was 1.37. Thus, the fertility of all language 
groups in greater Montreal was very low, 
well below the replacement level. And as 
was to be expected, Francophone fertility 
was lower than that of Anglophones. 

The recent lower fertility of Fran-
cophones outside Quebec was also 

For a description of how the Montreal area was 
delineated, See: Lachapelle, Rcjean. - Thc 
Strengthening of Majority Positions: Recent 
Developments in the Language Situation", in 
Dumas. Jean. Report on the Dernograpbic 
Situation in Canada, 1986, Ottawa, Statistics 
Canada, Catalogue 91-209E, 1987. p. 129. 

7 
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Estimating fertility 
Vital statistics provide an annual 
estiniate of the total fertility rate 
for each province (except 
Newfoundland). To measure the 
approximate total fertility rate for 
Canada, Quebec excluded, we used 
these rates for Quebec and Canada 
and the proportion of Quebec women 
aged 20 to 34 in the total population 
of Canadian women bek)nging to the 
same age group. The total fertility rate 
for Quebec between 1951 and 1980 
was then corrected to take into 
account late registration of births. The 
correction factor is small before 1965 
and negligible after 1980. 

The completed fertility of the 
cohorts by mother tongue is 
estimated using census results, which 
provide data on the number of live 
births experienced by non-single 
women. This approach results in an 
underestimation of the average 
number of children per woman, since 
it is based on the assumption that 
single women have no children. Of 
course, this introduces a margin of 
error, but it is no doubt fairly small 
since single women who have had a 
child may marry later on. Also in 
recent censuses, women living 
common-law have been included 
among married women. 

The replacement levels were 
estimated using period life tables 1  and 
cohort mortality estimates. 2  

These estimates were extended for 
recent cohorts. 

Unpublished census data were used 
to estimate the total fertility rates by 
mother tongue from 1956 to 1986. 
The estimation method makes use of 
the fact that approximately 95% of 
children under 15 years of age live 
with their mother or a woman who 
plays that role. The results obtained 
for all women differ very little from 
those provided by vital statistics. 
Moreover, the slight differences 
observed for the periods 1966-1971 
and 1971-1976 between the estimates 
presented in a hook by Réjean 
Lachapelle and Jacques Henripin 3  and 
those which appear in the second 
table are attributable to the fact that 
here data were used not only on 
children living in husband-wife fami-
lies, but also on those living in lone-
parent families in which a woman is 
head of the household. 

Nagnur. Dhruva. Longet'19'and Historical 
life Tables, Ottawa, Statistics Canada, 
Catalogue 89-506. 1986. 

- Etourbeau, Robert and Légaré, Jacques. 
Fi 'olu (ion de ía mortal,te au canada et au 
Québec, 1831-1931.  essai de niesure par 
gé,ieratzon, Montréal, Lcs Presses de 
l'tinivcrsité de Montréal, 1982. 

3 The Demolinguistic Situation in Canada: 
Past Trends and Future Prospects. 
Montréal, Institute for Research on Public 
Policy, 1980, p.  114. 

observed between 1981 and 1986 in the 
txvo provinces in which most of them live. 
ri Ontario, the total fertility rate for Fran-

cophones was 1.54, compared to 1.61 for 
Anglophones and 1.75 for the other 
groups. (The rate for the population as a 
whole was 1.63.) In New Brunswick, the 
late was 1.67 for the overall population: 
1,61 for Francophones and 1.68 for 
Anglophones. 

these differences in fertility have had a 
'.ignificant effect on the linguistic corn-
p1 sition of the population. Thus, in 1986, 
women for whom French was the moth-
er tongue made up 26.5% of the Canadian 
population of childbearing age: however, 
only 23.8% of the children under five 
years of age had a mother for whom 
French was the mother tongue, owing to 
the lower fertility of this group. Mothers 
do not always pass their mother tongue on 
to their children; consequently, 23.1% of 
young Canadian children speak French as 
their mother tongue. In the country as a 
whole, then, the decrease has resulted 
mainly from differences in fertility, rath-
er than from a change in mother tongue 
from one generation to the next. 

Summary 
The high fertility rates of French Canadian 
women are now a thing of the past. Since 
1960, the fertility of all Quebec women 
has been lower than that of other Cana-
dian women. In the country as a whole, 
the fertility of Anglophones has exceeded 
that of Francophones since 1966, except 
between 1976 and 1981. 

Both in Quebec and in the rest of 
Canada, Francophone fertility had long 
been at least slightly higher than 
Anglophone fertility. This ceased to he the 
ease between 1981 and 1986. The lower 
fertility of Francophones can he seen as 
much in the Montreal area as in Ontario and 
New Brunswick. It may he difficult to ex-
plain why Francophonc fertility is lower in 
such different environments. but it is easy 
to estimate the effect this situation is hav-
ing on changes in the number and propor-
tion of Francophones in Canada. 
I prominent trench canadian demographer. 
Rejean Lachapelle has been Research Direc-
(or of the Language Studies Program, Social and 
Economic Studies Dii 'isbn at Statistics canada 
cince 1984. Among his published works are 
sc'r'eral papers on the demographic and 
language situation in Quebec and canada. He 
also u rote a book (ui!! .facijues Henripin) en- 
titled The Dernolinguistic Situation in Canada: 
Past Trends and Future Prospects. 
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P  laying lotteries has become com-
monplace in canada since their 

legalization in 1969. Surt'e;s indicate 
that almost ez'er3' Canadian has bought 
tickets at least once. And opportunities1 
to make such purchases bai'el 
multiplied. By 1985, five goi'ernment 
sponsored lottery corporations u'er 
offering three nationwide games and 
a varieq of regional lotteries. 
Tbousands of retailers across the 
country sell tickets in outlets ranging 
from booths in malls to large chain 
stores. But zi'bile the annual amount 
spent on government-rues lotteries nou ,  
adds up to billions of dollars, as a pro-
portion of individual family expei-
ditures, lotteries are minimal, 
representing less than half of one 
percent. 
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Ticket sales rise 
the chance of winning millions has led 
to steady increases in sales of lottery 

tickets. In 1985, Canadians spent $2.7 

billion on government lotteries. 
Adjusting for inflation this was close to 
a threefold increase from 1976. How-

ever, during the 1981-1983 recession, 
spending on lotteries (in constant 1985 
dollars) declined, indicating that, to 

some extent, ticket purchases are tied to 
the overall state of the economy. 

In 1985, expenditures on lotteries 
vcre highest in Ontario. where for the 
first time, sales topped $1 billion. Quebec 
ranked next at $883 million, followed by 

llritish Columbia ($330 million), the 

Western region ($318 million), and the 
Atlantic region ($153 million). 

Family spending on lotteries 
In 1986, 70% of Canadian households 
reported buying tickets it )r gt )vernment-

run lotteries, up from 65% in 1982. The 

average annual reported expenditure per 

family in 1986 was $146.' This was an 
increase from 1982, when ticket pur-
chases for government lotteries 
amounted to $108 (in constant 1986 
dollars) per family. 

Spending on lotteries accounted for 

only a very small proportion of total 

family expenditures. In 1986, tickets for 

government-run lotteries represented 
0.42% of average family expenditures. 

Reported expenditures on government lot. 
tery tickets may be underestimated. In fact, 
total personal expenditures on lotteries 
recorded in the National Accounts arc more 
than double the amount reported by mdi. 
vidual ftmiLics. Some of the discrepancy can 
he attributed to purchases by non-residents, 
but separate estimates of such purchases are 
not available. 

10 

p.1 

, 	;;#.p 

Lottery corporation 	1976 	1977 	1978 	1979 	1980 	1981 
	

1982 	1983 	1984 	1985 

current $ 000s 

Atlantic Lottery 
Corporation 	 11579 	40,602 	43,618 	41,096 	52,557 	66,750 	78,635 	109,162 	134,987 	152.734 

Loto Québec 	183,341 202,897 253,652 347,816 	436,466 	479,652 	541,411 	662,177 	741,102 	883,121 
Ontario Lottery 

Corporation 1 
	

218,793 240,431 235,105 323,786 	490,300 	506,900 	550,100 	661,800 	811,974 1,007,830 
Western Lottery 

Corporation 
	 71,273 	74,058 129,826 156,305 	200,225 	210,567 	237,425 	350,477 	483,476 	317,858 

British Columbia 
Lottery Corporation 
	

330,061 

Total 
	

484,986 557,988 662,201 869,003 1,179,548 1,263,869 1,407,571 1,783,616 2.171,539 2,691,604 
I Includes value ot tree tickets. 

not applicable. 
Source: Regional Lottery Corporations. 
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1976 1977 	1978 	1979 1980 	1981 	1982 	1983 1984 	1985 

Source Regional Lottery Corporations 

C A N A D I AN 
Average family 1  expenditure on government-run 
lotteries, by province, 1986 

200 - 
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50 

Nhld. P.E.I. N S. 	N.B. Oue. 	Ont. Man. Sask. Alta B.C. 

I Includes all families and unattached individuals 
Source Stalistics Canada, Household Surveys Division. 
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Nonetheless, this was up from 0.33% in 
1982. 

Quebec residents were the most likely 
to buy government lottery tickets: 
almost eight out of 10 (78%) families 
reported such purchases in 1986. The pro-
portions were close to the national 
average (70%) in New Brunswick, 
Ontario, Alberta, and British Columbia. 
For residents of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
and Nova Scotia, the percentage ranged 
from 60% to 6% On the other hand,  

fewer than half of families in New-
foundland and Prince Edward Island pur-
chased lottery tickets. 

Quebec families also spent the largest 
amounts of money on government lotteries. 
In 1986, families in Quebec paid an average 
of $187 for such lottery tickets. This was well 
above levels in the next highest provinces: 

Alberta (5 1 42), Ontario ($139), and British 
Columbia($ 13 7). Spending on lotteries was 
lowest in Newfoundland ($58) and Prince 
Edward Island ($67). 

Family income 
Both the proport R fl of families report big 
expenditures on government lotteries and 
the amount they spend tend to rise with 
family income. In 1986, iust under half 
(49 0/,,) of families with incomes below 
$10,000 bought lottery tickets, and the 
average expenditure for these families was 
$49. By contrast, 81% of families with 
annual incomes between $50,00() and 
$60,000 bought tickets and spent an 
average of $238. The likelihood of buying 

ticket (76%) and the amount spent 
S 207) declined somewhat for families 
with incomes of $60,000 and over. 

Low-income families, however, spend 
a higher percentage of their total income 
on lotteries than do families at high-
income levels. For instance, 1986 lottery 
spending amounted to 0.65% of the 
before-tax income of families receiving 
less than $10,000; the corresponding 
tigure for families at the $60.00() and over 
income level was lust 0.25% 

The players 
A survey conducted by the Western Canada 
Lottery (;orporation 2  and a poll undertaken 
for Loto Qu6bcc 3  show that men and 
women are equally likely to be players, and 
that lottery players are somewhat younger 
than the population as a whole. 

The Western survey indicated that 25- to 
34-year-olds were over-represented among 
lottery players. This age group made up 
more than 30% of all lottery players, but lust 
26% of the population aged 18 and older in 
that region. People aged 35-54 were also 
slightly over-represented among ticket 
buyers. At older ages, lottery playing 
dropped off. Just 2% of sales were to people 
aged 75 and older, whereas this group 
,iccounted for nearly 6% of the region's 
population aged 18 and over. 

The Quebec survey showed the same 
pattern among people who played the 
provinces three most popular lotteries. 
That is, the 25-34 age group was some-
what over-represented among players, 
while older people were under-
represented. 

According to the Quebec survey, the 
majority of lottery players (67%) made 
1)0th individual and group purchases. 
Another 30% bought tickets only on an 
individual basis, and 3% participated only 
in group purchases. 

2 Western Canada Lottery Corporation, Annual 
Report. 198/86, p. 9. 

3 Groupe conseil Coopers & Lybrand, 
characteristics of Lottery Players. Loto 
Quthec, 1986. 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Household Surveys Division. 

CANADIAN 

Allocation of Interprovincial Lottery Corporation revenue, 1985 

S 

Total revenue = $2.7 billion 

3 
1 Prizes 	 3 

2 Returned to provinces 

3 Federal government 

4 Operating expenses 

5 Retailers 

Source: Regional Lottery Corporations. 

1 
18% 

Winning 
The cost of lottery tickets ranges from 50 
cents to $10. The odds of winning go from 
about one in three to one in 14 million. 
Odds, of course, are related to prizes, 
which include everything from a free 
ticket to millions of dollars. Chances of 
winning a major pri7.e (5 100.000 or rnore 

Family Income 
group 

Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$14,999 

$1 5,000-$i 9,999 

$20,000-$24,999 

$25,000-$29,999 

$30,000-$34,999 

$35,000-539,999 

$40,000-544,999 

$45,000-549,999 

$50,000-559,999 

$60,000 or more 

Total 

in the three national lotteries start at one 
in 500,000. 

During 1985, lottery prizes totalled 
almost $1.3 billion. Most of these 
winnings were in the $2, $5, and $10 cat-
egories, but many millions of dollars were 
paid out on prizes of $50, $100, and 

1.000. As well. each year a small number 

Government involvement in 
lotteries 
Legal from 1820 to the turn of the 
century, lotteries were then banned 
in Canada until 1969, when an 
amendment to the Criminal Code 
permitted the federal government 
and the provincial governments or 
their agents to operate lotteries. 
Local non-profit groups across the 
country also are allowed to run 
fund-raising draws according to 
government regulations. 

In 1970, Quebec became the first 
province to enter the lottery busi-
ness - Manitoba followed in 1971 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta established lotteries in 1974. 
That year, the four western 
provinces united to form the 
Western Lottery Foundation, which 
later became the Western Canada 
Lottery Corporation. Ontario 
entered the lottery market in 1975. 
Finally, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland. and Prince 
Edward Island. grouped together in 
the Atlantic Lottery Corporation, 
introduced lotteries in 1976. 

Also in 1976, the four regional 
corporations created the 
Interprovincial Lottery Corporation 
and inaugurated the first Canada-
wide lottery - The Provincial. 
SuperLoto followed in 1980, and in 
1982, l.orto 6/49 was launched. 

In 1985, British Columbia 
withdrew from the Western Canada 
Lottery Corporation to found an 
independent organization. 

The Interprovincial 1,otterv 
Corporation now has five Regional 
Marketing Organizations: the 
Atlantic Lottery Corporation. Loto 
Québec, the Ontario Lottery 
Corporation, the Western Canada 
Lottery Corporation, and the British 
Columbia Lottery Corporation. To 
maintain their exclusive franchise 
for government lotteries, the 
provinces pay a combined yearly fee 
to the federal government. 

Today, the five corporations share 
responsibility for the three 
nationwide games. In addition, each 
corporation sells tickets to lotteries 
exclusive to that region. Together, 
these regional lotteries numbered 18 
in 1985. That year, the three 
national lotteries accounted for 57% 
of sales; the remaining 43% came 
from the regional lotteries. 

12 

A N 	

Average expenditure on government-run lotteries as a per- 
centage of before-tax income, by family income group, 1986 
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of playcis I) C .11 I lie OdLk Jfk! because 
lottery millionaires. For example, in 1985. 
around 100 prizes of $1 million or more 
were awarded. 

Surveys of major winners in Ontari& 
and the Western provinces 5  showed that 
most of them handled their winnings 
conservatively. Nearly three-quarters 
(73%) reported banking some of the 
money; 15% paid off their mortgage; 7% 

invested in bonds; and 6% invested in real  

estate." About a quarter (26%) did some 
travelling, while nearly the same 
proportion (23%) bought a new vehicle. 
In addition, four out of 10 winners (44%) 
shared their prize with family. Only a 
minority, for example, 3% in Ontario and 
11 % in the Western provinces, reported 
problems with solicitations for money. 

Most major winners continued to buy 
lottery tickets. In the West, for instance, 
78% of major winners bought the same 

Where does the money go? 
Almust half (-iH% ) of the total revenue 
from lottery sales is returned to the players 
as prize money. Operating expenses 
account for another 10% of total revenue, 
while an additional 6% goes to the 32,000 
retailers across the country. As well, about 

of the proceeds are paid to the federal 
g )vernment. The remaining funds, a third 
(1 total sales, are returned to the regional 

rporations. These funds are used to 
support a variety of activities in the 
provinces, including sports and 
recreation, cultural events, heritage and 
citizenship, health care, medical and 
scientific research, education, and social 
and charitable organizations. 

Ontario Lottery Corporation, rinnual Report, 
1985/86, p. 4. 

' Western Canada Lottery Corporation, Annual 
Report, 1985/86. p. 11. 

6 Survey respondents could Indicate more than 
one use for their lottery winnings. 

Mary Bllckstead is a special c(intributor to 
Canadian Social Trends. 
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number of tickets, and 20% bought more. 
Just 1 % lost interest in playing lotteries 
ifter their win. 

opulatlon Estimation Methods, 
Canada proides a detailed yet lucid 

owrage of the procedures formulae and 
data used to generate the entire range 
of Statistics Canada's population 
estimates. 

Major topics covered in its seven 
chapters are: emigration, internal 
migration, intercensal estimates, post- - 
cen.sal estimates of the total population, 

postcensal estimates by sex, age and 
marital status, local area estimates and 
fanmily estimates. 

Graphs, thart.s and tables, along 
with a glossary of principal terms and 
symbols make Population Estimation 
Methods, Canada an easy-to-use refer-
ence for anyone using population data 
and an excellent text for students and 
protessors in the soda! sciences.  

(.alloftue t)I.525E$25.00InCuuda, $26.50Hnodiex 
cuuriUi. 1I7p. 

Order by cntnpleung the puhlicatkms order form imiudiA 
in this loorn4 or b L211ing toll her ( ImnO.2(7(,6'7) 

Inform2flon can also be obtained b', conl*lng wur 
RioiiaJ Refermm Centre 
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LABOUR FORCE 
TRENDS 
CANADA AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

14 

A comparison of labour force trends 
in Canada and the United States puts 

developments in Canada during the 
volatile economic times of the 1980s   into 
a broader perspective. The free trade 
issue, the huge volume of bilateral trade 
between Canada and the United States, 
and the large population flows between 
the two countries all heighten interest in 
the labour market conditions faced by 
Canadian and American workers. 

Labour force trends over the course of 
the 1980s have generally been similar in 
the two countries, although total emp10 
ment growth was somewhat greater in the 
United States, and unemployment rates 
were higher in Canada. However, since 
1984, employment has grown more 
rapidly and unemployment fallen more 
sharply in Canada. 

Employment growth slower in Canada 
Employment grew at a somewhat slower 
rate in Canada than in the t !nited States in 
the 1980s. 1  Between 1980 and 1987, total 
employment rose 11.8% in Canada, com-
pared with 13.2% in the United States. 

Much of the difference in employment 
growth occurred because the 1981-1983 

I Canadian employment data usually include 
people aged 15 and over, whereas American 
coverage starts at age 16. For this analysis, 
Canadian data were retabulated to include 
only people aged 16 and over. 

by David Gower 

recession had a more severe etlect oil 
employment in Canada. Total employ-
ment in Canada fell 2.3% between 1981 
and 1983, whereas it increased slightly 
(0.4%) in the United States. As well, the 
post-recession recovery was initially 
stronger in the United States. In 1984, the 
number of Americans with jobs grew 
4.1%, well above Canada's 2.5% increase. 

In recent years, though, employment 
growth has been faster in Canada. From 
1985 through 1987, total employment in 
Canada rose an average of 2.8% annually, 
compared with 2,4% in the United States. 

Employment rising most rapidly among 
Canadian women 
In both nations, erupli vineni increased 
more rapidly among women than men. 
Between 1980 and 1987, the number of 
Canadian women with jobs rose 21.7%, 
compared with 19.5% for American 
women. In the same period, total employ-
ment among men increased just 5.3% in 
Canada and 8.6% in the United States. 

A smaller percentage of Canadian than 
American women, however, have jobs. In 
1987, 51.3% of Canadian women, com-
pared with 52.5% of those in the United 
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States, were employed. As well, this dif- I rose from 57.9% to 67.2% in Canada and I Percentage of men with jobs down 
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ference was slightly greater than in 1980 
when 46.7% of Canadian women and 
47.7% of American women had jobs. 
Despite greater employment growth 
among Canadian women, this gap widened 
because the total number of women aged 
16 and over rose at an even faster rate in 
Canada than in the United States. 

In both countries, employment growth 
was particularly rapid among women aged 
25-44. Between 1980 and 1987. the percent-
age of women in this age range with jobs  

from 61.2% to 69.3% in the United States. 
Increases in the employment of women 

aged 16-24 and 45 and over were also 
similar in Canada and the United States, but 
these gains - around 3 percentage points 
for the younger women and one percentage 
point for the older group - were below 
those of women aged 25-44. As well, while 
a greater proportion of Canadian than 
American women aged 16-24 had jobs in 
1987, the reverse was true for women aged 
45 and over. 

There were particularly sharp declines in 
the percentage of men with jobs in both 
Canada and the United States during the 
early 1980s. Between 1980 and 1983, the 
percentage of Canadian men with jobs fell 
from 74.3% to 68.4% in the United States 
the decline was from 72.0% to 68.8%. 
Since 1984, the proportion of employed 
men has gradually increased in both coun-
tries, although the percentage of Canadian 
men with jobs in 1987 was still 3.4 per-
centage points lower than in 1980. In corn-
parison, the American figure was down 
inly half a percentage point. 

A N 
Annual percentage change in employment, Employment rates fell among men of all 

Canada and United States, 1981-1987 iges in both countries, but the declines 
were steeper in Canada. The proportion of 
Canadian men aged 25-44 with jobs 

5 - decreased 3.2 percentage points between 
Canada 1980 and 1987, compared with less than a 

United States 
half percentage-point drop for comparable 
American men. Among men aged 45 and 
over, the proportion with jobs fell 6.9 per- 
centage points in Canada and 4.3 points in 1Ll the United States. As a result, a smaller per- 

1 - centage of Canadian than American men in 

1982_
. 

both these age ranges were employed in 
0 1987, the reverse of the 1980 situation. 

1981 1983 	1984 	1985 	1986 	1987 The employment rate among 16-24-year- 
-1 - old men also fell more rapidly in Canada 

-2 - than in the United States. However, in 1987, 
the percentage of Canadian men in this age 

-3- range with jobs (64.3%) was still above that 
in the United States (63.1%). 

-4- 

Sources Statistics Canada. Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division; United States 
Department of Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings. 

Canada UnIted States 

1980 1987 1980 1987 

0/0  

Men 
16-24 66.0 64.3 63.5 63.1 
25-44 90.6 87.4 89.9 89.6 
45 and over 61.9 55.0 59.5 55.2 

Total 74.3 70.9 72.0 71.5 

Women 
16-24 58.0 60.7 53.9 57.1 
25-44 57.9 67.2 61.2 69.3 
45 and over 29.2 30.2 33.0 34.3 

Total 46.7 51.3 47.7 52.5 

Sources. Statistics Canada, Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division; United States Department of Labor 
Statistics. Employment and Earnings. 

Service sector share of employment 
growing 
Total servtce scctor- empli ryrnent grew 
substantially in both nations during the 
1980s. Between 1980 and 1987, the 
number of service workers rose 18.1 % in 
Canada and 20,0% in the United States. 
Meanwhile, there was almost no growth in 
goods-producing employment in either 
country. In fact, the total number of Cana-
dians working in the goods-producing 
sector fell 0.5%; in the United States, total 
employment in these industries rose, but 
only 0.2%. 

As a result, the proportion of all workers 
employed in the service sector in both 
countries rose from just under 66% in 1980 
to almost 70% in 1987. 

2 This classification differs from those in 
regularly published Labour Force Survey 
series in that "utilities" is included In the 
goods-producing sector rather than in the ser -
vice sector. The effect on the data is small, 
however, since this group represents only 
about 1% of employment. 
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Percentage employment growth, by service sector components, 
Canada and United States, 1980-1987 
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The lack of overall growth in goods-

producing employment in both Canada and 
the United States is largely a result of the 
1981-1983 recession. Between 1981 and 
1983, total goods-producing employment 
fell 10.2% in Canada and 5.7% in the 
United States. While employment in this 
sector has risen in both countries since the 
end of the recession, this growth has been 
only enough to replace losses that occurred 
during the recession. 

Post-recession growth patterns in goods-
producing industries differed in the two 
countries. Employment in Canada's goods-
producing sector has grown steadily since 
1984, increasing 1-2% each year. By con-
trast, most of the recovery in goods-
producing employment in the United States 
occurred in 1984: since then, annual 
growth has been below I %. In 1987, for 
example, goods-producing employment 
rose just 0.6% in the United Stares, com-
pared with 2.0% in Canada. 

D#ferent service industries growing 
Growth rates of the different components 
of the service sector varied in Canada and 
the United States. In Canada, public and 

0 

-2 

-4. 

-6 

-8 

welfare services was the fastest-growing of 
the three components of the service sector, 
while business and financial services was 
the slowest. 3  The opposite occurred in the 
United States, where busines.s and financial 
services had the fastest growth rate, and 
public and welfare services, the slowest. In 
fact, the American business and financial 
sector's growth rdte (28.3%) was close to 
double Canada's (16.0%). Growth rates of 
consumer and personal services were 
similar in the two countries. 

3 Public and welfare services includes services 
in the areas of public administration, education, 
health, justice, and religion, as well as other 
social services. l3usiness and financial services 
include transportation. commu nications, 
wholesale trade, banking, insurance, real estate, 
legal, accounting, and computer services, as 
well as other services to business. Consumer 
and personal services include retail trade, 
accommodation.s, restaurant and recreation ser-
vices, and other personal and household ser-
vices. These categories differ from those in 
regularly published Labour Force Survey series 
and have been developed for analytical pur-
poses only. 

CANADIAN 
Annual percentage employment changes in goods-producing 
industries, Canada and United States, 1981-1987 

Canada 

-10-- 

Sources: Statistics Canada, Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division: United States 
Department of Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings 
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1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1985 1987 

Total employment (000s) 
Canada 10600 10896 10,549 10650 10,912 11,214 11,524 11,846 
United States 99303 100,397 99,526 100,834 105,003 107,150 109,597 112,440 

Annual % change in 
employment 

Canada 2.8 -3.2 1.0 2.5 2.8 2.8 2.8 
United States 1.1 -0.9 1.3 4.1 2.0 2.3 2.6 

Employment - men (000s) 
Canada 6,400 6,497 6,204 6.196 6,320 6,457 6.600 6.737 
United States 57,186 57,397 56,271 56,787 59,090 59,891 60.892 62,107 

% of men employed 
Canada 74.3 73.9 69.4 68.4 68.9 69.6 70.3 70.9 
United States 72,0 71.3 69.0 68.8 70.7 70.9 71.0 71.5 

Employment - women (000s) 
Canada 4,199 4,398 4,344 4,454 4,592 4,757 4,924 5,109 
United States 42,117 43,000 43.256 44,047 45,915 47,259 48,706 50,334 

% of women employed 
Canada 46.7 47.9 46.5 47.0 47.8 48.9 50.1 51.3 
United States 47.7 48.0 47.7 48.0 49.5 50.4 51.4 52.5 

% employed in service 
sector 

Canada 65.9 65.6 68.1 68.9 68.7 69.2 69.4 69.7 
United States 65.9 66.3 67.9 68.4 681 68.8 69.2 69.8 

% employed in goods- 
producing sector 

Canada 34.1 33.8 31.9 31.1 31.3 30.8 30.6 30.3 
United States 34.1 33.7 32.1 31.6 31.8 31.2 30.8 30.2 

% employed part•time 
Canada 17.8 18.3 19.8 20.8 20.7 20.8 20.7 20.6 
United States 16.9 17.1 18.2 18.4 17.6 17.4 17.4 17.3 

Unemp4oyment rate (%) 
Canada 7.4 7.5 10.9 11.8 11.2 10.5 9.6 8.8 
United States 7.1 7.6 9.7 9.6 7.5 7.2 7.0 6.2 

% unemployed six months 
or more 

Canada 15.3 15.9 20.0 28.2 26.3 25.9 23.8 23.8 
United States 10.7 14.1 16.6 23.9 19.1 15.4 14.4 14.0 

Fiiitn- 	not avaitabte. 
$ 	$ 	- . 	.. ... -. 	 . .$,$$,,- r ''.'v:pr'( 
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Unemployment rates, by age, Canada and United States, 1987 
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More part-time work in Canada 
A higher percentage of Canadian than 
American workers are employed part-time. 4  
In 1987.20.6% of Canadian workers were 
employed part-time compared with 17.3% 
in the United States. The Canadian fIgure was 
up considerably from 17.8% in 1980, 
whereas there was only a sliglit increase in 
the American rate from 16.9%. 

Women account for most of the differ-
ence between part-time employment rates 
in the two countries. In 1987. 33.8% of 
employed Canadian women, compared 
with 26. I % of their American counter-
parts, worked part-time. By contrast, part-
time employment rates of Canadian 
(10.6%) and American(10.2%) men were 
almost the same. 

Unemployment higher in Canada 
'nemployment trends in Canada and the 

t'nited States have differed during the 
1980s.   Before the 1981-1983 recession, 
unemployment rates in the two countries 
were roughly similar. But during the reces-
sion, the Canadian rate increased much 
more sharply, peaking at 11.8% in 1983. 
By comparison, the annual American 
unemployment rate never exceeded 10% 
during this period. In addition, unemploy-
ment in the immediate post-recession 
period fell more slowly in Canada. 

+ Refers to those who usually work less than 35 
hours per week. Regularly published Canadian 
data, which include only those who work less 
than 30 hours weekly, have been retahulated 
to produce comparable figures. 

16-21 	25-43 	45 	 Total 	 15 -.t 	25--:.1 	45 a' 	T:)t1i 
over 	 over 

Sources: Statistics Canada. Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division; United States Department of Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings. 
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More long-term unemployed In Canada 
Canadians are more likely than Americans 
to be out of work for long periods. In 1987, 
almost a quarter (23.8%) of unemployed 
Canadians, compared with just 14.0% of 
unemployed Americans, had been out of 
work for six months or more. 

Since the end of the 1981-1983 reces-
sion, long-term unemployment has fallen 
much more slowly in Canada than in the 
United States. From 1983 to 1987, as a 
proportion of total unemployment, 
people unemployed for at least six months 
fell 9.9 percentage points in the United 
States, but declined only 4.4 percentage 
points in Canada. 

countries, long-term une In bo 
1980 	1981 	1982 	1983 	1984 	1985 	1986 	1987 	th 	 mploy- 

ment was highest among men aged 45 and 
. 	 i over. Of all unemployed men in this age LS_ rces Statistics Canada Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division; United States 

	

. 	 r 	n 1987 -°°°' 	- - 1 	- d 
Department 01 Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings 	 ange 1 	, 	. 	o Jna( tans an 

.... 	...__ 	 - 	. 	 _____ 27.3% of Americans had been looking for 
Recently, however, unemployment has I centage points from 10.5% to 8.8%, work for six months or more. 

fallen more rapidly in Canada than in the whereas the American rate declined one 
I David Gower is an analyst with The Labour 

t.'nited States, although in 1987 the Cana- percentage point to 6.2%. 	 and Household Suri'evs Anal vsis Division, 
than rate was still higher than the 	In both countries, unemployment rates Stat istics Canada. 

American rate. Between 1985 and 1987, are highest among 16-24-ycar-olds and 
Canadas tinempic cyrictit rate tel I I . per- 	decline in successive age groups. F ci men 

Statisti('s Canada has capture(1 
all the data you need on Cana-
(han women. Guide to Statistics 
Canada Data on Women is the 
most complete reference source 
of its kind. Part one lists all 
Stat istics Canada publications 
containing data on women. 
Microfiche, computer tapes and 
data in electronic formats are 
ideni itied in part two; a selected 
bibliography of articles, reports 
and t1ist.'ssion papers on various 
issues concerning women 

completes part three. 
lb order your t'IIIW of Guide 

to Statistics Canada Data on 
Women, complete the mail order 
form attachle(l or, using Visa or 
MasterCard, (-all 1-1300-267-6677 
toll-free. For further information, 
contact Publication Sales, 

Ottawa, ontario, KIA 0Th 
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.IFId women of all ages. unemployment 
rites are higher in Canada than in the 
Inited States. 
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INCOME OF 
CANADA'S 
SENIORS 
by Cohn Lindsay and Shelley Donald 
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C anada's senior population has grown 
dramatically in the last two decades. 

Between 1966 and 1986, the number of 
Canadians aged 65 and over rose 75% 
from just over 1.5 million to almost 2.7 
million. In comparison, the population 
under age 65 increased just 22% in the 
same period. Consequently, people aged 
65 and over made up 11% of the total 
population in 1986, up from 8% in 1966. 

Rapid growth of the senior population, 

which is expected to continue for several 
more decades, has raised a number of 
issues. These include concerns about the 
ability of older people to maintain a 
satisfactory income and standard of living 
once they reach retirement age. 

The income of people aged 65 and over 
has improved relative to that of other 
Canadians since the early 1970s, although 
it remains well below levels of the rest of 
the population. 

This improvement in the relative 
income position of older Canadians has 
resulted from a number of factors, 
including maturing of the Canada and 
Quebec Pension Plans (C/QPP). full intla-
tion protection of C/QPP and Old Age 
Security and Guaranteed Income Supple-
ment (OAS/GIS) benefits, introduction of 
Provincial Income Supplements, and 
increased income from sources such as 
private pensions and investments. 
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Real incomes of Canadians 65 
and over rising 
1 he rc.il ti 	iiie, that is, income adjusted 
for inflation, of Canadians aged 65 and 
over has risen faswr than that of the 
population aged 25-64 since the early 
1970s. 1  Relative Increases in real income 
were most striking among older unat-
tachecl individuals - people living alone 
or in a household with unrelated persons. 
Between 1971 and 1986, average real 
inCOmeS rose 610/  for unattached women 
aged 65 and over and 36% for unattached 
men in this age range. In the same period, 
the average real income of unattached 
individuals aged 25-64 increased 28% for 
women and lust 13% for men. 

The average real income of elderly 
husband-wife families also rose more 
quickly than that of younger families. In 
the 1971-1986 period, the average real 
income of elderly families increased 35%, 
compared with 27% for families headed 
by men aged 25-64. 

Much of the relative increase in the real 
income of older Canadians occurred 
during the late 1970s and early 1980s. 
Largely because of the recession in the 
early 1980s, the real income of many 
younger Canadians actually declined in 
that period. In contrast, the real income of 
the senior pol)ulation continued to grow. 
Between 1979 and 1984, average real 
incomes rose 18% for unattached women 
aged 65 and over, 16% for elderly 
husband-wife families, and 11 % for unat-
tached older men. These gains were 
primarily the result of higher benefIts from 
maturing Canada and Quebec Pension 
Plans and fuIl' indexed C/QPP and 
OAS/GIS pensions. 

Seniors' income still relatively low 
1)espite relatively large increases in real 
income of people aged 65 and over, their 
average income remains well below that 
of the rest of the population. 

In 1986, elderly husband-wife families 
had an average income of $28,500, just 
63% that of families headed by men aged 
25-64; this was up from 59% in 1971. 

The average income of unattached men 
aged 65 and over in 1986 was $13,900, just 

I This and subsequent conclusions are based on 
an analysis of money incomes and do not take 
into account the tax and price advantages and 
family benefits enjoyed by many seniors; 
including these might show even further 
improvement in the economic position of 
older Canadians relative to the rest of the 
population. As well, elderly families tend to 
be smaller than younger families, and 
therefore, may require less income. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-207 

L 	-- 
60% that of unattached men aged 25-64. 
At the same time, unattached women aged 
65 and over had an average income of 
$12,600, which was 66% that of com-
parable women aged 25-64. Both these 
percentages represent increases from 
1971 when the respective figures were 
51% and 53%. 

Larger increases among older elderly 
Increases in the real income of senior 
Canadians were greater among the older 

segments of this population. The average 
real income of families headed by men 
aged 75 and over rose 47% between 1971 
and 1986, compared with 33% for fami-
lies headed by men aged 65-74. Among 
unattached individuals, the gain was 46% 
for men aged 75 and over and 70% for 
women in this age range. In comparison, 
average real incomes of those aged 65-74 
rose 32% for men and 58% for women. 

The income levels of older elderly 
people, however, remain below those of 

CANADIAN 
Average real income of husband-wife families, by 
age of husband, 1971-1986 
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65-74-year-olds, although the gap has Smaller proportion of low-income elderly 	The incidence of low income among 
closed since the early 1970s. 	 One result of the relatively large increases older Canadians varies markedly for men 

In 1986, the average income of families in real iflcornc among people aged 65 and and women depending on their family 
headed by men aged 75 and over was 79% over has been a major reduction in the status. For example, unattached people 
that of families headed by men aged 65-74; proportion with low incomes. Between aged 65 and over, particularly women, are 
this was up from 72% in 1971. 1981 and 1986,thepercentageofeldcrly among the poorest Canadians. Low- 

Among unattached individuals, the people with incomes below Statistics income rates of these groups, however, 
average income of men aged 75 and over in Canada's low-income cu-offs2  fell from have fallen sharply since the late 1970s. 
1986 was 87% that of men aged 65-74; this 27% to 19%. In contrast, both the per- In 1986, almost half (46%) of unat-
compares with 78% in 1971. For women, centage of children underage 16livingin tached women aged 65 and over had 
those aged 75 and over had an average 1986 low-income families and the proportion of incomes below the low-income cut-offs. 
income which was9O% that of women aged the population aged 16-64 with low This was a substantial improvement from 
65-74, up from 83% in 1971. incomes increased. 1979 when almost 70% of older unat- 

tached women had low incomes. Levels 
of low income also declined sharply 

Low-income levels of elderly husband-wife families and 
LA 

among older unattached men from 59% 
NIA 0 1 A N 

unattached individuals, 1979-1986 in 1979 to 32% in 1986. 
The incidence of low income also 

dropped among elderly husband-wife 
families. Between 1979 and 1986, the per- 

70- centage of these families with low incomes 
Unattached fell from 22% to under 10%. As a result, 

60 levels of low income among elderly fanii- 
lies have been slightly below those for 
comparable younger families since 1984.   

20 - 

Husband-wife families 
10 - 

0 
1979 	1980 	1981 	1982 	1983 	1984 	1985 	1986 

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 1 3-207 

sources 

Men 

1971 1986 

Women 

1971 

.il4iFliI'L'L'1iiI1iL['TILt.'fIrfljyaFTTrIIJ;Ig 

1986 

Total 

1971 1986 

OAS/GIS 28.1 25.2 59.5 45.3 39.6 34.4 
C/OPP 2.1 16.3 1.1 11.0 1.7 13,9 
Other government transfers 2.1 3.5 2.4 3.6 2.2 3,6 

Investment income 20.2 18.9 19.6 24.1 20,0 21,2 
Private pensions 15.8 20.1 8.5 10.5 13,2 15.7 
Employment earnings 30.2 14.6 7,2 3.9 21.8 9.8 
Other 0.9 1.3 1,3 1.5 1.0 1.4 

Total 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Total income (constant 1986 $) 12,554 16,760 6,183 10,527 9,122 13,212 

Source: Statistics Canada, Household Surveys Division. 

Growing importance of public pensions 
The importance of public pensions to the 
senior population has increased in the last 
decade and a half. Most of this increase 
was attributable to growth of the Canada 
and Quebec Pension Plan. In 1971, when 
this program was in its infancy, less than 
2% of all elderly income came from 
C/QPP. By 1986, this source provided 
nearly 14% of the total income of the 
older population. 

The proportion of the income of older 
Canadians coming from other govern-
ment transfer payments (other than 
OAS/GIS) also rose, from 2.2% of the total 
in 1971 to 3.6% in 1986. On the other 
hand, the share of the income of older 
people coming from OAS/GIS has fallen in 
recent years, from about 40% in 1971 to 
34% in 1986. 

Nonetheless, together these three 
public sources accounted for 52% of the 
total income of Canadians aged 65 and 
over in 1986, up from 44% in 1971. 

While private sources account for a 
shrinking share of the income of older 
Canadians, trends for different types of 
private income varied considerably. The 
percentage of the total income of seniors 
coming from private pensions grew from 
13% in 1971 to 16% in 1986, and the 
share resulting from investments rose 

2 The low-income cut-offs define individuals or 
families as having low incomes If the 
household unit spends more than 58.5% of 
income on food, shelter, and clothing. 
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from 20% to 21%. On the other hand, the 
proportion of all elderly income coming 
from employment earnings has fallen from 
22°4 in 19'1 to less than 10% in 1986. 

Growth of Canada and 
Quebec Pension Plans 
Much of the increased importance of 
Canada and Quebec Pension Plan benefits 
to the income of older Canadians is 
attributable to greater coverage of these 
programs. In 1971, when C/QPP had been 
operating for only a few years. just 13% 
of the senior population received these 
benefits. By 1986, 1.6 million older Cana-
Iians, or 61% of the total, were C/QPI' 

beneficiaries. 
Men are generally more likely than 

women to receive C/QPP benefits. In 
1986. 79% of men aged 65 and over, com-
pared with 47% of elderly women, were 
C/QPP beneficiaries. As a result of this dif-
ference, and because average benefits paid 
to men ($3,500) were higher than those 
paid to women ($2,500), C/QPP benefits 
make up a greater share of the income of 
older men. In 1986, 16% of the income of 
men aged 65 and over, compared with 
11% of that of women, came from C/QPP. 
This difference should shrink in the future 
as the rising numbers of women in the 
labour force build up pension credits 
under these )reJgrams. 

OAS/GIS: cornerstone of the income of 
older Canadians 
)ld Age Security benefits are paid to all 

Caiiaihans aged 65 and over who meet 
minimum residency requirements. As 
well, approximately half of all seniors 
receive additional support through 
( uaranteed Income Supplements, which 
ire based on a means-test and are paid 
nly to pensioners who have little or no 
ilcorne above OAS. GIS payments arc 
educed by $1 for each $2 of monthly 

income from sources other than OAS. 
The proportion of the senior population 

receiving G1S benefits, particularly full 
benefits, has declined sharply. By 1986, 
half of OAS pensioners received GIS 
benefits; 11% had no income from other 

)urces and received the maximum ben-
lit. In 1978, 54% had received GIS sup-
)ort, and 19% had received full benefits. 

Largely because they tend to have less 
come from other sources, the groups for 

whom OAS/GIS benefits are most impor-
ant are women, the older elderly, and 

unattached individuals. 
In 1986, OAS/GIS benefits made up 

-45% of the income of older women, com-
pared with 25% of that of men. As well, 
OAS/GIS pensions accounted for 44% of 
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the income of people aged 75 and over, 
compared with 34% for those aged 70-74 
and 27% for 65-69-year-olds. Also, 42% of 
the income of older unattached women and 
3 5 % of that of comparable men came from 
OAS/GIS. In contrast, OAS/GIS accounted 
for only 25% of the income of elderly 
husband-wife families. 

Private income: different sources for men 
and women 
Private sources3 remain a major 
component of the income of older 
Canadians; however, the relative impor-
tance of these sources varies for men and 
women. 

Investment income is especially 
important for older women. While the 
actual dollar amount of investment income 
received by women was less than that for 
men, this source accounted for 24% of all 

3 For more information on income from private 
pension plans and investments, see Oja, G.. 
Pensions and Incomes of the Elderly in 
Canada 1971-1985, Statistics Canatht. 
Catalogue 13-588, No. 2. 

income of women aged 65 and over, 
compared with 19% for older men. 

On the other hand, private pensions are 
more important to older men. In 1986, 
over 20% of the income of men aged 65 
and over, compared with less than 11 % of 
that of women, came from private 

Wealth of older Canadians 
To some extent, income figures may 
understate the ability of older 
Canadians to maintain a comfortable 
standard of living in that these figures 
do not include financial holdings and 
other accumulated assets. 

Generally, those aged 65 and over 
have greater assets than younger 
people. In 1984, elderly families had 
an average net worth of 8131,000. 
This compared with just over 
$100,000 for all families. A the same 
time, unattached individuals aged 65 
and over had an average net worth of 
852,000, compared with 838.000 for 
all unattached individuals. 

The proportion of both older 
men and women receiving private pension 
income, though, has increased. In 1986. 
48% of men aged 65 and over, compared 
with 31% in 1971, reported income from 
private pensions; for women, the increase 
was from 11% to 24%. 

Net tInancial assets and home 
equity constitute most of the wealth 
of older Canadians. In 1984, each of 
these SOUfCCS made up over 35% of 
the net worth of elderly families and 
over 40% of that of unattached older 
individuals. 

As well, 80% of families headed by 
someone aged 65 or over owned their 
own homes, compared with 71% of 
all families. In addition. 91 % of 
elderly families owning homes did not 
have a mortgage, compared with just 
48% of all home-owning families. 
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Again, the gap between the importance 
of private pensions to the retirement 
income of men and women is expected to 
close in the future as the full impact of 
women's increased labour force 
participation is felt. 

While the contribution of employment 
earnings to total income declined for 1)0th 
older men and women, the drop was 
greater among men. Between 1971 and 
1986, earnings as a proportion of the 
income of older men fell from 30% to 
15%. In the same period, the share of older 
women's income from this source declined 
from 7% to 4%. 
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CoHn LIndsay is Managing Editor and 
Shelley Donald is a research assistant with 
Canadian Social Trends. 

A book about seruors 
and the ties that bind 
(oiiitiiotisliip and mutual asis-
lance - these are the ties that bind 
seniors to family and friends. It's their 
"informal social support network" 
and you can read more about it in a 
ground-breaking study, Family and 
Friendship Ties Among Canada's 
Seniors: An Introductory Report of 
Findings from the General Social 
Survey. 
Find out... 
E how seniors give help through 

volunteer work, donations, baby - 
sitting, housework 
E how seniors receive help with 
meals, shopping, money 
management and personal care 
El how age, sex and education 
influence the amount of help 
given and received 
LI how family and 
friendship ties affect 
seniors' health and 
happiness 	 .'.. w 

' S.  

Family and FriendshIp Ties Among Canada's Seniors, Catalogue No. 89-508 is 
available for $15 per copy (in Canada); $15 per copy (other countries) and can be 
ordere(l by writing or mailing the enclosed order form to: Publication Sales, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario Ml A OTS. For faster service, using Visa or MasterCard, r'all 
1-800-257-6677. All cheques or money orders should he made payable to the Receiver 
(,eneral for Cana(laiPublications. For more information about other Statistics Canada 
publications, contact a Regional Office near you. 
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LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 
OF CANADA'S 
"OLDER ELDERLY" 
POPULATION 
by Gordon E. Priest 

26 

Amajor change has occurred in the 
living arrangements of Canada's 

• 'older elderly' population (aged 75 and 
over) since 1971. A higher proportion of 
these people are living alone or in institu-
tions, while the percentage living with 
others, primarily family, has declined. And 
projections to the year 2001 indicate that 
these trends are likely to continue. 

As their living arrangements change, 
individuals aged 75 and over face a period 
of adjustment and resettlement. These 
changes present challenges to the public, 
private, and volunteer sectors. 

Because the 75 and over age group is a 
fast-growing segment of the population, 
their living arrangements have implica-
tions for policvmakers and planners. The 
next 15 years will likely see a substantial 
increase in demand for accommodations 
and services for these seniors. 

More older elderly living alone 
or in institutions 
For both men and women aged 75 and 
over, the number living alone or in institu- 
tions increased most rapidly between 
1971 and 1986. 1  

Almost a quarter ofa million (245,600) 
older elderly women lived alone in 1986; 
this wasa 147% rise from 99,300 in 1971. 
Over the same period, the number living 
in institutions increased 127% from 
53,200 to 120,900. These gains far out-
paced the 68% increase in the total older 
elderly female population. 

As a result of these rapid growth rates, 
by 1986, 38% of women aged 75 and over 
were living alone, up from 26% in 1971. 
The proportion in institutions also rose 
from 14% to 19%. 

NIP 

_W_N,Z~ I 
.. 

4 

Institutions refer to establishments providing 
some level of custody or care, as distinct from 
other collective dwellings such as hotels or 
rooming houses where no care is provided. 

ROW 

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS - AUTUMN 1988 	 STATISTICS CANADA 



1986 

2001(projected) 

Women 

1971 

1986 

2001 (projected) 

IN INSTiTUTiONS 

Men 
1971 

1986 

2001 (protected) 

Women 

1971 

1986 

2001 (projected) 

7-7 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 
0 	10 	20 	30 	40 	50 	60 	70% 

1 In own home or in others' home 
Sources Statistics Canada._Census of Canada. and liousing, Family and Social Statistics Division 
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LIVING ALONE 

Men 
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Living arrangements of population aged 75 and over, 
by sex, 1971, 1986 and 2001 
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The number of older elderly men living 
alone or in institutions also grew, although 
increases were not as pronounced as 
among women. In 1996, 65.800 men aged 
75 and over lived alone, up 78% from 
37,000 in 1971. The number in institu-
tions rose at almost the same rate (77%) 
from 25,70() to 45,300. In comparison, the 
increase of the total male population in 
this age range was just 39%. 

As a consequence, between 1971 and 
1986,   the proportion of older elderly men 
living alone rose from 13% to 17%, and 
the percentage in institutions increased 
troni 9. to 

A fast-growing group 
The number of peopl_' aged 'S and 
over increased 56% from 668,00() in 
1971 to I .040,000 in 1986. By 
contrast, the populatu )fl younger 
than 75 rose just 16% in the same 
period. As a result, older elderly 
people constituted '4. I % of the 
Canadian population in 1986, Up 

from 3. 1 9/o in 1971. l'rojections 
indicate that by 2001 Canada's older 
elderly will increase to 1 . 7   million 
and will represent more than 6 1X, of 
the total population. 

'A omen make up the majority of 
people aged 75 and over. By 1986, 
62% 

 
of the older eklerlv were 

women, up from 58% in 1971. No 
change is expected by 2001, as the 
teniale component of the population 
aged 5 and over is projected to 
rein-am at 62 0%. 

The female majority among older 
elderly people rctk'cts, in part, 
womens lower mortality rate. In 
1981, a Wuiflati aged c could 
expect to live about 12 more years, 
conipared with 9 years for a man of 
the same age. Also, since Women 
usually marry men older than 
themselves, their husbands are likely 
to predecease them. As a result, by 
age 'S, the marital status and living 
arrangements of women differ 
sharply from those of men. 

Many more older elderly women 
than men have been widowed. In 
I 980, about two-thirds of women 
aged 75 and over were widows, and 
fewer than one-quarter were 
married By ci intrast, only a quarter 
of their male contemporaries were 
widowed, and almost two-thirds 
were married Similarly, among 
those aged 85 and over, about 8 out 
of 10 women were widowed. 
compared with 4 out of 10 men. 
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Proportion of married couples rises 
Older elderly men are much more likely 
than women of the same age to be living 
with their spouse in their own home. 
Moreover, the percentage of men in this 
situation increased from 51 % in 1971 to 
57% in 1986. By contrast, the proportion 
of older elderly women living at home 
with their spouse remained stable at 18%. 

Fewer older elderly people living with 
others 
The' number and percentage of people 
aged 75 and over living with someone 
other than their spouse, either in their 
own home or in someone else's home, has 
decreased. 2  By 1986, 146,200 older 
elderly women without a spouse were 
living with others, a decline from 152,800 
in 1971. At the same time, the number of 
older elderly men living with others fell 
from 69,500 to 51,700. 

This meant that the proportion of older 
elderly women who lived with others was 
23% in 1986, down from 39% in 1971. 
Similarly, the proportion of men aged 75 
and over living with others was almost 
halved, dropping from 25% to I 

Much of this decline was caused by the 
falling percentage of older elderly people 
living in someone else's home. For 
women, the proportion dropped from 
26% to 15%, while for men, the figure fell 
from 17% to 9%. 

The percentage of older elderly people 
sharing their own home also declined. 
Among women, the proportion fell from 
14% to 8%; the drop among men was 
from 7% to 4%. 

The trend away from living with others 
may indicate, in part, that fewer adults 
now occupy the same dwelling as their 
elderly parents. Women's growing labour 
force participation has reduced the 
likelihood that someone will be at home 
to look after an elderly mother or father. 
On the other hand, rising incomes among 
elderly people may have enabled more of 
them to maintain separate living quarters. 

An older group in institutions 
People aged 75 and over who lived in 
institutions in 1986 tended to be older 
than their counterparts 15 years earlier. In 
1986, 25% of all older elderly women in 
institutionS were aged 00 and over: this 

was up from 15% in 1971. The percentage 
of older elderly men in institutions who 
were aged 90 and over also increased from 
13% in 1971 to 19% in 1986. 

Thus, in just 15 years, not only did the 
institutionalized elderly population 
increase sharply, but the age distribution 
of that population also changed. This shift, 
however, may not have been driven solely 
by demographic factors. It is possible that 
more restrictive admission practices may 
have screened out younger applicants. 

Trends projected to continue 
Projections of the living arrangements of 
older elderly people to the turn of the 
century indicate that the trend toward 
living alone or in institutions is likely to 
continue. At the same time, the proportion 
living with others is expected to decline 
even more. 

By 2001, a projected 35% of people 
aged 75 and over will he living alone, up 
from 30% in 1986. The number of 
women living alone is likely to nearly 
double from 245,600 in 1986 to close to 
half a million in 2001, when they will 
account for 45% of all older elderly 
women. Although the number of older 
.'lderly men living alone is also expected 
to nearly double, by 2001 they will still 
make up just 19% of all men aged 75 and 
over, compared with 17% in 1986. 

In many cases, living alone will 
necessitate moving to smaller and more 
manageable accommodations than a large 
house. Such accommodations may he 
provided by the current housing market. 
.Irernatively, new housing construction 
.pccificallv designed for the older elderly 
or conversions of existing structures could 
lulfill these requirements. The growing 
number living alone also has implications 
for services to this population, which 
include home care, home security, 
transportation, and social support, if older 
elderly people are to maintain some inde-
pendence and delay the day when they 
must seek the fuller care of institutions. 

The demand for institutional care for 
the older elderly is also likely to grow. It 
has been projected that the female 
population age 75 and over in institutions 
could reach almost a quarter of a 

2 An examination of factors behind decisions 
about the living arrangements of the elderly 
is presented in "The Hypothesis of Age 
Patterns in Living Arrangement Passages.' by 
I.eroy 0. Stone and Susan Fletcher in Agin, 
In canada: Social Perspectirs, edited by 
Victor W. Marshall, 1987. Fitzhenrv and 
Whiteside. 
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The cost of independence, 1986 
A substantial number of people aged rented their accommodations. As 
75 and over pay a high percentage of well. 20 women and 15 men out of 
their household income to maintain every 100 living alone and renting 
independent living accommodations. spent more than 50% of their income 
Renters are more likely than on shelter expenses; this compared 
homeowners to spend a high with just 6 in 100 couples. 
proportion of their income on shelter Shelter costs were a much lighter 
costs. Also, people who live alone, burden for older elderly 
especially women, tend to devote a homeowners. For instance, the 
larger share of their income to shelter numbers spending at least one-third 
than do couples. of their income on housing ranged 

In 1986, of older elderl' renters from 4 in 100 couples to 2 I in 100 
who lived alone, 52 out of 100 women living alone. Only a small 
women and 46 out of 100 men spent proportion of older elderly 
at least 30% of their income on homeowners paid 50% or more of 
shelter; this was also the case for 33 their income for shelter, 
out of 100 older elderly couples who 

renters  

Number of persons per 100 	 Number of persons per 100 
population paying at least 	 population paying at least 
30% of income on shelter 	 50% of income on shelter 

Renters Owners 	 Renters 	 Owners 

Women living alone 	 52 21 	 20 	 5 
Men living alone 	 46 15 	 15 	 4 
Couples (no other 

household members) 	 33 4 	 6 

source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 
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Pt Projecting the living arrangements 
of the older elderly population 
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I Projections to 2001 of the 
population aged 75 and over are 
based on the publication, 
Population Projectiolls [or (anath4, 
Pro, 'inces and Territories. 1984-
2006. However, some adjustments 
have been made to these 
projections. For example. the 
Census showed that in 1986, the 
population in the older age groups 
was not as numerous as had been 
projected. Thercfore, projections to 
2001 of the number of people aged 
75 and over have been lowered. 

Projections of the living 
arrangements of older elderly people 
are based heavily on trends since 
I 9 I . But obviously, some of these 
trends will eventually slow and 
stabilize. For instance, the 
proportion of people living with 
others cannot decrease much further 
at the present rare without reaching 
zero. Nevertheless, for the next 
15-year period, it has been assumed 
that trends which prevailed in the 
last 15 years will continue. 

Projections of Ii ving arrangements 
could he based on different 
assumptions, particularly with 
regard to the institutionalized 
population. For example, increases 
in the real income of older elderly 
people may enable them to purchase 
services necessary to maintain 
themselves in their own homes for a 
longer time. Another possibility is 
that funding may not be sufficient to 
expand institutional units at a rate 
that matches expected demand. 
Alternatively, governments and the 
volunteer sector may increase 
assistance to community-based 
support services, which would allow 
older elderly people to continue to 
live in their own homes. 

Advances in medicine and 
technology could either raise or 
lower institutionalization rates. 
Medical technology may keel) 
individuals alive in a disabled state, 
and thereby increase the numbers 
requiring institutional care. On the 
other hand, restorative and 
rehabilitative medicine could mean a 
smaller proportion of the population 
spending their final years in a 
chronic care setting. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada. 
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37,000 13 65,800 17 124 : 500 19 
142400 51 221,900 57 407,000 62 

69,500 25 51,700 13 43,000 6 
20,700 7 17,000 4 13,500 2 
48,800 17 34,700 9 29,500 4 
25,700 9 45,300 12 75,500 12 

6,600 2 6,700 2 6500 1 

281,100 100 391,300 100 656,500 100 

99,300 26 245,600 38 474,000 45 
70,300 18 119,800 18 231,500 22 

152,800 39 146.200 23 111,000 10 
52,300 14 49,100 8 32:000 3 

100,500 26 97,100 15 79.000 8 
53,200 14 120,900 19 242,500 23 
11,000 3 15,800 2 5,500 1 

386,700 100 648,200 100 1,053,500 100 

million in 2001, about double the 1986 
tlgure. The number of men of the same age 
in institutions is expccted to rise from 
45.300 to 73,300. ASa result, close to 19% 
()1 all older elderly people will he living in 
Institutions by 20)1, up from 16% in 1986. 

At the same time, the proportion of 
older elderly people living with others is 
expected to decline sharply. For women, 
that percentage is projected to fall from 
23% in 1986 to 10% in 2001. The 
corresponding figures for men drop from 

3% to 6%. This is an abrupt change from 
1971, when living with others was the 
most common alternative for women 
(39%) and the second most frequent 
option for men (25%) in this age range. 

The proportion of older elderly people 
living with their SOUSC is projected to rise 
for both sexes. For men aged 75 and over, 
he percentage living with their spouse 

will rise from 37% in 1986 to 62% in 
2001. For women, an upturn from 18% to 
22% is expected. 

Gordon E. Priest is l)irector of housing, 
Iamilyaiid'ncnil Stat :.'Iu.', F),z'ision, Statistics 
canada. 

Men 
Alone 
With spouse 
With others 

In own home 
In others' home 

Institution 
Other 

Total 

Women 
Alone 
With spouse 
With others 

In own home 
In others' home 

Institution 
Other 

Total 
Sources: Statistics Canada. Census of Canada. and projections from statistics Canada, C 

according to results of 1986 Census. 

Our Report on Health and Social Support has 
some fascinating things to say... 

about smoking and drinking 
fl Half of adult Canadians either smoke or are 

exposed to second-hand smoke in their homes. 
Young women are more likely than young 

men to smoke regularly. El In 1978, one in five 
drinkers consumed more than 13 drinks a week. 
By 1985, the proportion had decreased to one in 

£ 	eight.  

about overall health 
El Eight in ten Canadians rate their health as 

good or excellent. El Close to 40% of adults are 
overweight. El Lower income Canadians see 
their doctor more and their dentist less than 

higher income Canadians. 

1h()t!t happiness 
Li In 1985, only 4% of Canadian adults said they 
were unhappy; unhal)piness was most common 

among the eldcrl', separated/divorced and 
u nempl( )Vedl. 

Plus there's social support iflJbr?flatiofl on the 
help given and received by the eklerlv and on 

the links between their social participation, 
health and happiness. Li Find out more in the 
t'ep( )t't on Health and ,S'i.icial Support, 1985. 

CAN.:.Ll:.Iu,: , KLL:: 	::r: 
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NEW 
NECESSITIES 
POPULAR HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 
by Mary Sue Devereaux 

A numberof recently introduced Four in ten with VCRs or microwave 
household appliances have had ovens 

-'uch wide appeal and gained acceptance VCRs and microwave ovens have been the 
rapidly that they have almost become growth appliances of the 1980s. In 1983, 

necessities". Videocassette recorders just 6% of Canadian households had 
\CRs) and 	microwave ovens 	are videocassette recorders; by 1987, the pro- 

examples of popular technological portion had risen to 45%. Acquisition of 
innovations that have entered the inven- microwave ovens was almost as fast. From 
tory of a substantial proportion of Cana- 5% in 1979, the percentage of homes with 
djan households. 	Cable television, microwave ovens increased to 43% in 

J freezers, dishwashers, and air conditioners I 9W' 
could also he included among today's new 

necessities, 	while home computers Freezers in more than half of households 
and pay-TV 	may 	be the necess- A number of other household appliances 

III(S of (orrlorrte ILi\' hen 	Ir 	end 	nsr 	lee 	l\vler-,1111) 

E MSO ' 	Percentage of households with new kitchen necessities, 

70 - 

60 - 

50 - 

20 - 

1961 	1966 	1971 

Source Statistics Canada. Catatooua 64-202 
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From novelty to necessity 
Many items that were considered 
luxuries when they first came on the 
market are now standard household 
fixtures. Virtually all Canadian homes 
are equipped with refrigerators, 
radios, television sets, and telephones. 
In fact, these appliances have 
long ceased to be novelties, 
having reached the saturation 
point (90% of households) at least 
20 years ago. 

For example, only three out of ten 
households (29%) were equipped 
with refrigerators in 1948. By 1954. 
the proportion had more than 
doubled to seven in ten (70%), and 
the 90% mark came in 1960, 

Radio and television reached the 
saturation level in a relatively short 
tune. Even in 1941, radios could he 
found in the majority (78%) of 
Canadian households; by 1947, the 
percentage was 90%. Similarly, it took 
only about ii decade for most house-
holds to acquire a television set. The 
proportton of homes with TVs rose 
from 10% in 1953 to 90% in 1963. 

Telephones came to Canadian 
households at a slightly slower pace. 
In 1941, just 40% of homes had a 
telephone, and in lgq7,  the 
proportion was only 90%. The 
saturation point was not reached 
until 1966. 

CANAD IAN 	

Percentage of households with radios, telephones, 
- 	

refrigerators, and televisions 1941-1966 

100- 

continues to grow. For instance, by 1987, 
57% of homes had freezers, up from 51 % 
in 1980 and just 13% in 1961. Growth 
potential for freezers may be limited by 
the fact that one-third of Canadian 
households are in apartments or flats, 
where a lack of space may make freezers 
impractical. Also, improvements in the 
effectiveness and size of refrigerator 
freezer compartments may have reduced 
the need for a separate appliance. 

Tuning in 
Cable television is one of the most 
prevalent new necessities. The proportion 
of Canadian homes with a cable connec-
tion was 67% in 1987, having risen 
steadily from 40% in 1975. Pay-TV is 
much less common, with just 10% of 
Canadian households subscribing in 1980.   
Cable- and pay-TV are not available in all 
areas; however, as the accessibility of 
these services increases, it is likely thai 
they will become part of a growing pro-
portion of households. 

Washing up/coohng down 
Although dishwashers and air condi-
tioning (central or window-type) have 
been available for over 25 years, wide-
spread acceptance as standard household 
equipment has been relatively slow. In the 
early 1960s, fewer than 3% of Canadian 
homes had either appliance. By 1980. 
close to 30% of households had 
dishwashers, while 17% had air ennUi 
tioning. A slow rise in the 1980s brought 
the proportion of dishwasher-equipped 
homes to almost 40% in 1987 and the per-
centage with air conditioning to 20%. 

More than one 
While telephones and television sets are 
now' necessities" in nearly all of Canada's 
households, they are not "new". The 
saturation level (90%) for both was 
reached in the mid-1960s, and by 1987, 
98% of Canadian homes were equipped 
with these appliances. 

Increasingly, however, Canadians are 
finding it desirable to have more than one 
telephone or television. In 1961, just 8% 
of households had two or more 
telephones; by 1987, that proportion had 
risen to 57%. Similarly, the percentage of 
homes with at least two television sets rose 
from 4% in 1961 to 47% in 1987. In fact, 
by 1987, 28% of Canadian households 
had two or more colour TVs. 

Ownership rises with income 
Not surprisingly, the higher the household 
income, the more likely the household is 
to be equipped with the new necessities. 
For instance, 65% of households with 
annual incomes of $55,000 and over had 
microwave ovens in 1987: at the less-than-
$10,000 income level, the proportion was 
only 18%. Similarly, while 69% of 
households in the $55,000-and-over 
bracket had VCRs, the percentage was just 
17% in the less-than-S 10.000 income 
range. The corresponding proportions for 
dishwashers were 69% at the toil  of the 
income scale and 13% at the bottom. 

The same trend is apparent with 
freezers. At the high income level, 70% of 

Radio 
80 

60- 
Telephone 

40- 
Refrigerator 

20 - 	 Television  

households had freezers compared with 
just 33% of households with incomes less 
than $10,000. This discrepancy may, in 
part, reflect the kind of dwellings in which 
the two groups lived. Whereas 78% of 
households in the high-income category 
occupied a single detached house, the ma-
joritv (61%) of low-income households 
were in apartments, flats, or mobile homes. 

A cahle-T\' connection was also 
associated with household income. At the 
$55,000-and-over level, almost eight in 10 
households ('8%) had a cable hook-up. 
Although the proportion was smaller in 
k)w-inconle households, more than half 
(53%) of these homes were cable 
subscribers. 
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Data processing at home 
The next generation of necessities may 
include home computers. In 1986, just 
10% of homes had a computer. 

1941 	1946 	1951 

Source Statistics Canada, Catalogue 64-202. 

1956 	1961 	1966 
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1961 	1966 	1971 	1976 	1981 	1987 

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 64-202 

New necessity 1986 Income group Average 
1986 

Less than More than Total Income of 
$10,000 $55,000 households 

possessing 
hem/service 

$ 

Cable-TV 53 78 67 38,300 
Freezer 33 70 57 39,800 
VCR 17 69 45 44,700 
Microwave oven 18 65 43 43,800 
Dishwasher 13 69 39 47,100 
Air conditioning 11 30 20 43,900 
Home computer* 2 20 10 46,900 
Pay .TV* 4 15 10 43,300 

1985 ,nconie data 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13.218. 

Husband-wife families with children 
best equipped 
In addition to income, the likelihood that 
a household will have the new necessities 
is associated with family type. As an 
example, relatively high proportions of 
husband-wife families with children under 
age 18  had freezers (75%), VCRs (65%), 
microwave ovens (56%), and dishwashers 
(56%). Also, the annual income of this 
type of household was well above the 
1986 average ($44,400 as opposed to 
$35,700), and 73% of these families lived 
in single detached houses in 1987. 

60 - 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 

0 

By contrast, while lone-parent families 
with children under age 18 may have had 
the same needs and desires as two-parent 
families, low income (an average of 
$19,100 in 1986) seems to have blocked 
acquisition of many goods for a large 
number of lone-parent households. One-
third of these households had microwave 
ovens compared with more than half of 
husband-wife households with children 
under age 18. The proportions of lone-
parent faniilies with VCRs (38%), 
dishwashers (29%), and freezers (43%) 
were at least 25 percentage points lower  
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than the corresponding figures for two- 
parent families with children under age 18. 

Married couples without children at 
home were generally more likely than 
lone-parent families with children under 
age 18 to have the new necessities, but 
they were much less likely to have them 
than were other households with 
children. Married couples, however, were 
not a homogeneous group, in that the cat-
egory ranges from newlyweds lust 
becoming established to empty-nesters 
who have retired and may have con-
siderable discretionary income. 

The new necessities were least likely to 
be found in one-person households. 
While all ownership rates were low, the 
,ige of the person had some bearing on the 
tems that he or she would have. People 
iged 65 and over who lived alone were 
isiore likely than their younger counter-
parts to have freezers (37% versus 23%) 
and air conditioning (20% versus 16%). 
On the other hand, the younger group was 
more likely to have VCRs (27% versus 
8%), microwave ovens (25% versus 
18%), pay-TV (9% versus 3%), and home 
computers (5% versus 1%). 

One new necessity that had very little 
relationship to household type was 
cable television. About two-thirds of 
households (whether one-person, lone-
parent, or husband-wife with and without 
young children) had cable hook-ups. 

City/country 
city or country living made little dif-
ference to ownership of some of the new 
necessities, while others were more 
common in rural areas than in cities. Still 
other items and services were more likely 
to he found in city than in country 
households. 

VCR ownership rates were almost iden-
tical for large cities and rural regions. In 
1987, 46% of households in urban areas 
with 100,000 or more population had 
VCRs; the proportion in rural areas was 
-12%. Similarly, 40% of city households 
had dishwashers compared with 39% in 
the country. 

On the other hand, freezers were much 
more prevalent in rural than in city homes. 
More than eight out of It) (81%) rural 
households had freezers, in contrast to 
fewer than half (48%) of households in 
large cities. This difference no doubt 
reflects, to some extent, the small number 
of apartment-dwellers in rural areas. 

Microwave ovens were also more 
common in country (49%) than in city 
households (40%), but compared with 
freezers, the difference was not large. 

SOCIAL 	Percentage of households with new communications 
i1'; 	necessities, 1961-1987 

S 

70 - 
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I17TFTTZ1 lTThouseholds with new necessities, by province, 1987I 

New necessity 	 New- 	Prince Nova 	New 	Quebec 	Ontario 	Manitoba 	Saskat- 	Alberta 	British 	Canada 1 

found- 	Edward Scotia 	Bruns- chewan 	 Columbia 
land 	Island wick 

0/•  

Cable television 	61 	46 60 	59 	58 	73 67 	48 	67 	84 	67 
Freezer 	 71 	60 61 	66 	45 	58 68 	77 	66 	60 	57 
Two or more 

telephones 	 49 	47 53 	51 	53 	61 58 	48 	63 	54 	57 
Two or more 

TVs 	 52 	42 50 	50 	51 	46 50 	47 	48 	40 	47 
VCR 	 45 	35 45 	43 	44 	46 47 	40 	48 	44 	45 
Microwave oven 	22 	33 35 	33 	37 	44 53 	57 	56 	45 	43 
Dishwasher 	 15 	23 24 	25 	42 	36 39 	43 	53 	45 	39 
Air conditioning 	 -- 	 -- 3 	4 	13 	32 38 	25 	9 	7 	20 
Pay television 	 4 	-- 7 	6 	7 	13 3 	6 	11 	9 	10 
Home computer* 	10 	-- 12 	10 	9 	12 9 	9 	12 	10 	10 

000s 

Total households 	9,556 	168 43 	313 	246 	2,530 	3,451 405 	378 	872 	1,149 

-- Amount too small to be expressed. 	• 1986 data 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 64-202. 

Some items and services were more those in rural areas to have cable- and pay- Wide provincial variations 
typical of city than of rural homes. The TV connections. In 1987, 77% of homes Theprovincesvaricdwidclyinownership 
proportion of city households with air in large urban areas had cable television; rates of the new necessities. For example, 
conditioning (23%) was double that for the proportion in the country was just while 22% of Newfoundland homes had 
rural households (11%). And probably 20%. Similarly, while 	12% of city microwave ovens, the proportion was 
reflecting the availability of service, city households had pay-TV, only 2% of rural more than two and a half times higher 
hoiicc-hold.s were nuch m ire 	ik-Iv rh:in h niseliolds were subscribers. (57%) in Saskatchewan. The percentage of 

households with VCRs ranged from 35% 
C ANA 0 I A N in Prince Edward Island to 48% in Alberta. 

Percentage of selected family households with new Alberta also had the highest proportion 
necessities, 1987 il households with dishwashers (53%); 

Newfoundland had the lowest (15%). 
Freezers were most common in Saskat- 

0 	10 	20 30 	40 	50 	60 	70 	80% chewan households (77%), but least likely 
to he found in Quebec homes (45%). 

New necessIty British Columbia stood first for cable- 
I 	I I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I TV connections (84%) and Prince Edward 

Freezer 	 - . Island ranked last (46%), probably 
indicating the availability of service in the 

Cable-TV I two provinces. Ontario residents were 
most likely to be pay-TV subscribers 

VCR (13%); Manitoba residents, least likely 

Microwave oven I (3%). The highest proportion of homes 
wi 	 i th more than one television set was n 

Dishwasher I Newfoundland (52%). 
The percentage of homes with air- 

Air conditioner 	 I conditioning was less than 5% in the 
Atlantic provinces, but 38% in Manitoba, 

I 	Home computer 	 -' 	I  not surprising given the climatic di 
Lone-parent households with i

f-  
ferences n the two areas. 

* 
i 	Pay-TV 	 : 

children under age 18 
Ontario, Alberta, and Nova Scotia 

OthfimIhOusehOdS With shared the lead for home computer 
ownership: 12% of households in these 
provinces were outfitted with computers. 

1986 data. Mary Sue Devereaux is a Managing Editor 
Source: 	Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-218. ui/h Canadian Social Trends. 
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COMMON=LAW 
UNIONS 
NEARLY HALF A MILLION 
IN 1986 
by Pierre Turcotte 
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A growing number of Canadians are 
living together without being 

married. In the five years between 1981 
and 1986, the number of common-law 
unions increased sharply, while the 
number of married couples rose by only 
a small amount. As a result, not only the 
number but also the proportion of couples 
who were in common-law partnerships 
increased. 

The characteristics of people in 
common-law relationships differ from 
those of people who are married. While 
common-law partners were older in 1986 
than in 1981 they remained a much 
younger group than married people. 
Regardless of their age, people iii 
common-law relationships were also less 
likely than married couples to have 
children at home. 

Sharp increase in commoniaw unions 
According to Census resuks. -t.OU() 

couples (or 974,000 individuals) were 
living in common-law partnerships in 
1986, a 37% gain over 1981, far outpacing 
the 2.7% risc in the number of married 
couples. Consequently, common-law 
UnionS accounted for 8% of all couples in 
1980,   up from 6 1N, in 1981 

Common-law upswing 
offsets marriage downturn 
The perccnuage of l)eol)lC  aged 15 and 
over who were living in a union, either a 
common-law partnership or a legal mar-
riage, decreased slightly between 1981 
and 1986 from 61.1% to 60,6 0/- This 
small decline, however, masked a 
noticeable drop in the married compo- 
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nent and an almost compensating rise in OIAN 
the common-law share. 

'  

The proportion of people in common-
law partnerships rose 1.1 percentage 
points from 3.9% in 1981 to 5.0% in 
1986, nearly offsetting the 1.7 percentage-
point decline from 57.3% to 55.6% in the 
proportion who were married. 75-79 

70-74 
65-69 
60-64 
55-59 
50-54 
45-49 
40-44 
35-39 
30-34 
25-29 
20-24 
15-19 

	

' 	I 
30 	20 	10 	0 	0 

Average number 000s 

Source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 

Age group 
Men 

1981 1986 

Women 

1981 1986 

15-19 0.7 0,5 3.0 2.4 
20-24 9.1 8.5 14.9 15.1 
25-29 18.7 20.0 20,8 23.4 
30-34 22.5 24.7 19.1 22.9 
35-39 22.7 25.1 16,5 19.6 
40-44 19.2 23.3 13.4 16.6 
45-49 15.5 19.5 10.0 13.3 
50-54 11.9 15.8 7.1 9.5 
55-59 9.0 11.9 4.5 6,1 
60-64 7.0 9.1 2.7 3.8 
65 and over 3.0 4.3 0.7 1.1 

Total 9.5 11.9 8.7 10.7 

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 01 Canada. 

Alternative for young couples 
At young ages, relatively few people live 
as couples. In fact, at ages 15-19, less than 
3% of the population lived as couples in 
1986. By comparison, at ages 30-34, the 
proportion was 75%. 

However, the younger the partners, the 
more likely is their union to be common-
law. In 1986, six out of 10 partners aged 
15-19 were in a common-law union. By 
ages 20-24, just over three out of 10 
partners were living common-law, and 
among 25-29-year-olds, the tlgurc was less 
than two in 10. At successively older ages, 
common-law partners represented a small 
and declining share of all people living in 
unions. But regardless of the age of the 
partners, proportionately more unions 
were common-law in 1986 than five years 
earlier. 

Age group 1981 1986 

15-19 49.5 59.6 
20-24 23.1 32.9 
25-29 11.3 16.6 
30-34 6.8 10.3 
35-39 51 74 
40-44 3.9 59 
45-49 3.0 4.5 
50-54 2.4 3.5 
55-59 1.8 2.6 
60-64 1.5 21 
65 and over 1.0 1.5 

Total 6.4 8.3 

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 01 Canada. 

Most common-law partners young adults 
People in common-law unions are 
relatively young. More than half the 
women and 43% of the men who lived 
common-law in 1986 were younger than 
age 30. 

But while young adults continued to 
account for a large proportion of people 
living common-law, the median age of  

common-law partners was about two 
years older in 1986 than in 1981. The 
median age of men rose from 289 to 30.7 
years: for women, the increase was from 
26.1 to 28.1 years. 

Nonetheless, common-law partners 
remained considerably younger than mar -
ried people. In 1986, the median age of 
married men was 43.8 years, while that of 
married women was 40.8 years. 

Cohabitation rates rise 
The likelihood that people of various ages 
will live in a common-law partnership can 
also be indicated by the cohabitation rate. 

This rate expresses the number of 
common-law partners as a proportion of 
the total population "eligible" to live 
common-law, that is, people who are 
single, separated, divorced, or widowed. 

Overall, the cohabitation rates of both 
men and women rose between 1981 and 
1986. For men, the rate went from 9.5% 
to 11.9%, and for women, the increase 
was from 8.7% to 10.7%. 

There was, however, a drop in the rate 
among 19-19-year-olds. This drop does 
not mean that more young people were 
marrying. There was simply a trend in the 
15-19 age group away from living in 
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Common-law partners, by age group and sex, 1986 

Age group 
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1 Cohabitation rates are calculated for each province by dividing the number of common-law partners by the total non-married population 
Source Statistics Canada, Census of Canada 
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Cohabitation rates 1 ' Canada and provinces, 1981 and 1986 
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Common-law 	 Married 	 Total population 

	

1981 	1986 	 1981 	 1986 	 1981 	 1986 

Men 
15-19 	 8,340 	4,655 	 6,060 	 2,585 	1,150,185 	965,280 
20-24 	 83,080 	81,630 	 223,065 	133,325 	1,137.555 	1,095,400 
25-29 	 88,120 	122,670 	 588,505 	525,565 	1,058,940 	1138,670 
30-34 	 61,160 	90,335 	 730,165 	699,385 	1,002,510 	1,065,220 
35-39 	 38,715 	65,005 	 639,110 	737,880 	 809,375 	996,965 
40-44 	 24,230 	42,395 	 537,410 	617,685 	 663,420 	799,710 
45-49 	 17,630 	26,525 	 509,025 	514,255 	 622,935 	649,960 
50-54 	 13,315 	19,210 	 497,350 	484,815 	 609,385 	606,090 
55-59 	 9,080 	13,705 	 455,545 	467,525 	 556,100 	582,885 
60-64 	 5,740 	9,245 	 369,300 	417,875 	 450,870 	519,410 
65 and over 	7,200 	11,555 	 698,825 	793,495 	 939,080 	1,059,760 

Total 	 356,605 	486,940 	5,254,355 	5,394,390 	9,000,350 	9,479,350 

Women 
15-19 	 32,450 	21,535 	 35,555 	15,155 	1,114,660 	926,805 
20-24 	 109,625 	123,505 	 416,685 	284,620 	1,153,110 	1,104,015 
25-29 	 77,675 	116,085 	 708,420 	670,485 	1,082,080 	1,165,550 
30-34 	 47,865 	76,735 	 756,430 	758,415 	1,007,580 	1.093.095 
35-39 	 29,325 	52,670 	 622,640 	739,240 	 800,695 	1,007,695 
40-44 	 18,715 	33,950 	 516,655 	593,330 	 656,785 	797,365 
45-49 	 13,275 	21,110 	 480,915 	490,235 	 613,370 	649,455 
50-54 	 10,290 	14,430 	 467,950 	453670 	 613,480 	606,145 
55-59 	 7,450 	10,410 	 435,940 	430,590 	 601,905 	601,245 
60-64 	 4,770 	7,625 	 330,055 	384,980 	 506,260 	584,535 
65 and over 	5,170 	8,895 	 483,105 	573,685 	1.202,310 	1,396,940 

Total 	 356.605 	486.940 	5,254,355 	5,394,390 	9,352,235 	9,932,845 

Source: S1atstucs Canada, Census of Canada. 
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Percentage of common-law partners, by reported marital status and age group, 1986 
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Married 1  

39 

Total 	 15-24 	25-34 	35-44 	45-54 	55-64 	65 and 

Age group 	 over 

1 It is not clear from Census data why some respondents who were living in common-law unions recorded themselves as married 
source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada 

couples, as the proportion staying in their 
parental home increased. The same pat-
tern was apparent among men aged 20-24. 
At older ages, cohabitation rates of both 
sexes rose between 1981 and 1986. 

Although the largest number of male 
common-law partners in 1986 were aged 
25-29, male cohabitation rates peaked at 
25.1% among 35-39-ycar-olds. This com-
pares with rates of 20.0% for men aged 2S-
29, and just 8.5% for those in the 20-2-4 
age group. 

Among women, a similar pattern 
emerged, but their ages were somewhat 
younger. While the largest number of 
female common-law partners were aged 
20-24, cohabitation rates peaked at 23.4% 
among 25-29-year-olds. The cohabitation 
rate for women aged 20-24 was much 
IOWCL I '. I 

Wide provincial variations 
lctween 1981 and 1)H(, Quehecs 
cohabitation rate rose markedly from 
10.8% to 15.5%. This was con.sistent with 
smaller proportions of people marrying in 
that province. As a result, in 1986, Quebec 
had the highest cohabitation rate in 
Canada. Alberta and British Columbia 
were also above the national average 
(11.3%), with 1986 rates of 11.9% and 
11.6%, respectively. 

By contrast, 1981 cohabitation rates had 
been highest in British Columbia and 
Alberta, while Quebec had ranked third. 
However, the increase in Quebec (4.7 per-
centage points), combined with gains of 
less than one percentage point in Alberta  

and British Columbia. meant a change in 
the rank order of these three provinces by 
1986. 

On the other hand, in 1986 as in 1981, 
Newfoundland (5.9%) and Prince Edward 
Island (6.4%) had the lowest cohabitation 
rates. In the other provinces. 1986 rates 
varied between 8 4% and 9.0%. 

Common-law unions not limited 
to single persons 
In 1986, the majority (59%) of COIflfl)Ofl-

law partners were single. More than a third 
(37%) of the people living common-law, 
however, had been married previously. 
The remaining 4% identified themselves 
as married". 

As would be expected, almost all 
common-law partners aged 15-24 were 
single; in successively older age groups, 
the proportion of previously married 
partners increased. 

Common-law couples less hkely 
to have children at home 
Regardless of their age, common-law 
couples are less likely than married 
couples to have children at home. In 1986, 
common-law couples had an average of 
0.6 children at home, compared with 1.3 
for married couples. 

But between 1981 and 1986, the pro-
portion of common-law couples with 
children increased, while the propor-
tion for married couples fell slightly. 
In 1986, 37.8% of common-law couples 
had children at home, up from 34.2% in 
1981. For married couples, the percentage  

was 64.8% in 1986, down from 66.2% 
in 1981. 

The number and/or presence of 
children at home should not he used as a 
measure of childbearing while in a 
common-law relationship. For example, 
these children may well have been horn 
in a previous union. 

Four in ten eventually marry 
living common-law does not preclude 
marriage. In fact, a 1984 survey' showed 
that 46% of men and 43% of women who 
lived in a common-law union later married 
their partner. Cohabitation, then, is not 
always a permanent alternative to mar- 
riage; it is frequently a prelude to 
marriage.+ 

Statistics Canada, Catalogue 99-955. 
+See Autumn 1986 issue of Canadian Social 

Trends for further information. 

Pierre Turcotte is an analyst u'itI, the 
housing, Family and Social Statistics Division, 
Statistics canada. 
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FEMALE LONE 
PARENTHOOD 
THE DURATION 
OF EPISODES 
by Maureen Moore 

I 	 , 

A ccording to the 1986 Census, a total 
of 702,000 Canadian women were 

lone parents. But the Census provided 
only a snapshot of an ongoing 
phenomenon; it did not indicate the 
number of women who have been lone 
parents at sometime in the past or how 
long those episodes of parenting alone 
lasted. Statistics Canada's 1984 Family 
History Survey overcame this limitation 
by asking women about their past marital 
and childbearing experiences. According 
to this survey. 1.4 million women aged 18 
to 65 had been or still were lone parents. 

These women represented 18% of that 
age group overall and 26% of those who 
had had children. 

For about two-thirds of these women, 
parenting alone had ended, either when 
the women entered a new union or when 
their children left home. Overall, the 
survey showed that lone-parent episodes 
lasted an average of five and a half years, 
although this estimate may be slightly 
understated because it includes episodes 
that were continuing at the time of the 
survey. 

Female lone parents are a diverse 

population. The age at which parenting 
alone begins, its duration, the chances of 
it ending, and the way it ends all vary 
widely. One factor that affects these 
variables is the circumstance that led to 
lone parenthood in the first place; that 
is, whether the women became lone 
parents as a result of separation, divorce, 
widowhood, or having a child outside 
marriage (including outside a common-
law relationship). 

The length of lone-parent periods has 
important social and economic implica-
tions. Female lone-parent families tend to 
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Average age of women at start of first lone-parent episode, 
by originating event 
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Source Statistics Canada. Housing. Family and Social Statistics Division, Family History Survey 
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Percentage of first lone-parent episodes ended 
by February 1984, by originating event 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Housing, Family and Social Statistics Division, Family History Survey. 

have lower incomes than two-parent 
families, and therefore, they are likely to 
require support services and assistance. 
Moreover, the number and proportion of 
children under age 25 living in lone-parent 
families is rising. In 1986, 1.16 million 
Canadian children, or more than 1% of 
all children in families, were living in lone-
parent families. This was up from lust 
under 900,000 children, or about 10% of 
the total, in 1976. The numbers and pro-
portions of children who have at some 
time lived in lone-parent families are, of 
course, much higher. 

Routes to lone parenthood 
Most women who became lone parents 
entered this situation when they were 
separated or divorced. In fact, half (50%) 
of all the lone-parent women fell in this 
category. Another third (33%) were 
unmarried mothers, and the remaining 
17% were widowed. Because these events 
generally occur at different ages, the lone-
parent experience, particularly its length, 
diltured for each group. 

Unwed mothers - 
early onset/shod duration 
The 460,000 women whose lone parent-
hood was caused by an out-of-wedlock 
birth tended to be young; they became 
lone parents at an average age of 20.6 
years. They also spent the shortest time as 
lone parents - just 4.4 years, on average, 
including ongoing episodes. 

By the time the survey was taken. 83% 
of these women were no longer parenting 
alone. The average duration of lone 
parenthood for unwed mothers whose 
episode had ended was 3.5 years. By con-
trast, the small proportion (17%) who 
were still lone parents in 1984 had already 
spent an average of 8.9 years parenting 
alone. 

The vast majority (97%) of unwed 
mothers whose lone-parent episode had 
ended had entered a new union. Given the 
early age of onset, chances that their 
children would leave home were minimal, 
occurring perhaps only in cases where the 
children died, were given up for adoption, 
or were removed by an authority such as I Compared with the unmarried group, a 
a children's aid society. smaller proportion of separated or 

divorced women had ended their period 
Separated and divorced mothers of lone parenthood. And because they had 
The 97,U00 women whose lone parent-  started parenting alone at a somewhat 
hood stemmed from separation or divorce older age than unwed mothers, the 
were older than unwed mothers when the likelihood that separated or divorced 
phase began, and their episode of parent-  women would change their status through 
ing alone tended to last longer. They union entry was diminished. By 1984, 
began parenting alone at an average age of when the survey was taken, just over half 
31.6  years, and their lone-parent phases (57%) of them had ceased being lone 
averaged 5.6 years. parents. The average duration of lone 

41 

parenthood for those whose episode had 
ended was 5.3 years; about three-quarters 
(77%) of them had entered a new union. 

The 43% of separated or divorced 
women who were still lone parents at the 
time of the survey had already spent an 
average of 6.0 years in that situation. 

+ A detailed examination of the characteristics 
and situation of female-headed krne-parent 
families is given in "Women Parenting 
Alone," by M. Moore in Canadian Social 
Trends,Winter 1987. 
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Originating event Episode Episode Total 
ended continuing 

Average Number Average Number Average Number 
dura- of dura- of dura• of 

tion women tion women tion women 
(years) (000s) (years) (000s) (years) (ODes) 

Out-of-wedlock 
birth 3.5 384 8.9 77 4.4 460 

Separation! 
divorce 5.3 394 6.0 303 5.6 697 

Widowhood 6.2 113 8.8 127 7.5 239 

Total 4.6 890 7.1 506 5.5 1,396 

Source: Statistics Canada, Housing, Family and Social Statistics Division, Family History Survey. 

1) 

Men and children 
Parenting alone is largely, but not 
exclusively, a female experience. 
According to the Census, the number 
of male lone parents in Canada 
increased from 94,99() in 196 to 
151,740 in 1986. Nonetheless, as a 
proportion of all lone parents, their 
share remained stable at about 17%. 

Longest duration among widows 
Not .surprsinglv. the . 1 9, ( )()() \V( )mefl who 
became lone parents as a result of 
widowhood were the oldest group. These 
women were 4 1.8 years of age, on 
average, when their spouse died. As well, 
their episodes of parenting alone lasted 
longer than those of unwed mothers and 
separated or divorced women. The 
average duration of widows' lone-parent 
periods was 7.5 years. Widows whose 
episodes had ended averaged 6.2 years 
parenting alone, while those who were 
still lone parents in 1984 had already spent 
8.8 years in that situation. Widows were 
also less likely than the othcr groups to 
have ended their lone-parent phase, par-
ticularly by entering a new partnership. 
Fewer than half (47%) of them had ceased 
being lone parents by 1984. Of those 
widows whose lone-parent episodes had 
ended, just 59% were in a new union; the 
other 41 % stopped being lone parents 
when their children left home. 

A second episode 
While most female lone parents had only 
a single episode of parenting alone, 12% 
had experienced at least two. A second 
phase was most common among unwed 
mothers. Almost three in ten (28%) 
women who became lone parents by 
having a child when they were single went 
on ba second lone-parent period. By con-
trast, only about 4% of the separated, 
divorced, or widowed women had a 
second cpkiidc of parcntint :ilonc. 

- 	 ----- 

The Family History Survey 
Out-of- Separa- Widow. Total The Family History Survey was 

wedlock 
rth 

lion! 
divorce 

hood I ' 	- conducted by Statistics Canada in 
_ - February 1984. Roughly 7,000 men 

and 7,000 women aged 18 to 65 
Number (000s) 460 697 239 1,396 were asked to report the dates of 
Average age at onset (years) 20.6 31.6 41.8 29.7 marriages, common-law unions. 
Average duration 1  (years) 44 5.6 7.5 5.5 births, adoptions, children's home- 
PerCent of episodes ended leaving, separations, divorces, and 

at survey date (%) 83 57 47 64 deaths of spouses. 
Percent of ended episodes due 

to formation of new union (%) 97 77 59 84 Maureen Moore is an aiui/)st u ith tire La/s-air 
and Hmisehrrld .$urr'ei's .-I pin! j'sps !)it'isurn, 

Includes episodes continuing at survey date. Statistics Canada. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Housing. Family and Social Statistics Division, Family History Survey. _____________________________ 
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1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 

POPULA11ON  
Cinada. June 1 (DUOs) - 	- 24.042,5 24,341 7 24.583,1 24787.2 24,978.2 25,165.4 25353.0 25.625.1 

Annual growth ( ° ol 	 - 	-- 1.2 1.2 1.0 08 0.8 0.7 0.7 1.1 11  

Immigration1 	 - 138,079 129,466 134,920 105,286 87,504 84,062 88,051 123,0760  

Ermqration t  51,060 43.609 45,338 50,249 48,826 46.252 44,816 41 ,090 

FAMILY  
Birth rate (per 1.000) 15.5 153 151 15.0 15.0 14.8 14.7 

Marriage rate (per 1,000) - 	8.0 - 	7.8 7.6 7.4 7.4 7.3 6.9 * 
Divorce rate (per 1000) 2.6 2.8 2.9 2.8 2.6 2.4 3.1 * 

si -.' 	 ,'.; 	 ' 	ii.'no 	iririrroyrrii'ri: 	000 	j 671 694 986 1 072 1,037 991 918 870 

LABOUR FORCE 
000s) 10,708 11,006 10.644 10 734 11,000 11.311 II 634 II 955 

guoC. 	eco; (0005) 3,514 - 3581 3,260 1209 3,309 3.348 3,417 3,489 

- services sector (000s) 7,194 7,425 7,384 7,525 7,692 7,963 8,217 8,465 

Total unemployment (000s) 	 - 	- 865 - 	898 1,314 - 	1,448 1,399 1,328 -. 	1,236 1,167 

Unemployment rate 	- 7.5 - 	7.5 - 	11.0 - 	119 - 	11.3 10.5 - 	9.6 8.9 

Part-time employment (°/o) -- 13.0 13.5 - 	14.4 15.4 - - 	15.4 15.5 15.6 15.2 

Women's participation rate 50.4 5,1.7 - 51.7 52.6 53.5 54.3 551 562 

Unionization rate 	So of paid workers 321 32.9 33.3 35.7 35.1 34.4 * 

INcOME  
Median family income - 1986 $ 37.855 36,923 35,420 34,862 34.828 35,455 36,042 

°, of farrilies with low income 12.2 12.0 13.2 14.0 14.5 13.3 12.3 

VVorr'ieii ' s liii I iris e,irnings as a % of men's - 63.6 64.0 - 65.5 64.9 66.0 

EOUCA11ON 	- 
Etementar' 	and s('corrciarv enrolment (0005) 5,106.3 5,024.2 4,994.0 4,974.9 4,946.1 4.927.8 4,938.0 

Full-time postsecondary enrolmenj0s) 643.4 675.3 722.0 766.7 782.8 789.8 796.9 804.2 1' 
Doctoral degrees awarded 1,738 - 	1,816 1,713 1,821 1,878 2.000 2,218 2.383 	- 
Government expenditure on education 

(1987 $000,000) 28,095.8 28,808.6 28,950.0 29,475.2 28.980 6 31,112.5 29,675.3 30,227.9 

HEALTh  
Suicide rate (per 100,000) 

men - 21.2 - 	21.3 - 	22.3 - 23.4 21.4 20.5 22.8  

- women 6.8 6.8 ________ 6.4 6.9 6.1 5.4 6.4 - 
% of population 15+ who are regular 

cigarette smokers - men - 7 - 34.0 - 	- 	- 33.1 - 	30.8 
- women - 28.9 - 28.3 - 27.8 25.8 

Government expenditure on health - - - 
(1987 $000,000) 24,416.9 25.9825 27,046.9 28,501.8 28,488.5 30599.6 31.0351 32,858.1 

JuslicE  
Cr'rrie rates iper 	100,000) 

violeirt 648 666 685 692 - 714 749 808 853° 
5.551 5.873 5,955 5,717 5,607 5,560 5,714 5,700 

25 27 27 27 27 2.8 2.2 2.5° 

GOVERNMENT 
"'vi socr;ii programmes' 

(1987 $000,000) 	- 	- . 118,984.6 121.628 9 130,1 73.0 136,395.7 138,037.3 144,847.0 145,563.9 147,237 4 

- as a 0, 	of total expenditures  57.5 - - 	570 58.0 59.4 - 	58.0 58.9 59.3 600 

- as a % of GDP  24.7 24.7 27.9 28,5 27.4 27.8 27.5 26.7 

- UI beneficiaries (0005) 	 , 	-- 2,274.1 	- 2,432.4 3,123.1 3,396.1 3,221.9 - 	3,181,5 3,136.7 3,079.9 

OASIGIS beneficiaries tm  (000s) 2,236.0 2,302.8 2,368.6 2,425.7 2,490.9 2,569.5 2,652.2 2,748.5 

Canada Assistance Plan beneficiaries tm  
(000s( 1,3343 1,418.4 1,502.8 1,832.9 1,894.9 1,9213 1,892.9 1,902.9 

ECONOMIC INDICATORS_____________ _____  
001 (1981 $) 	annual 	/ 	change +15 - 	+37 -32 - 	+32 +63 +46 - - +32 - 
Annual inflation rate (°o) 	- 	-- 	 - 10.2 12.5 10.8 5.8 4.4 - 4.0 4.1 4.4 	- 
Urban housing starts 125,013 142,441 104,792 134207 110,874 139.408 170.863 215,340 

- Not avaje 	• Not yet avaiIabI 	P preliminary eshrinalles, mFJ 	as of Macfl. 
For year ending May 31 st 

2 Inkid, Protection of Persons and Property; Health; Social Services; Education; Recreation and Criture. 
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For enquiries and information call the 
Statistics Canada Regional Office nearest yoU: 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
St. Johns. Newfoundland - 
I -' 9-''2-+r3 or I -800-56-4 255 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island 
Halifax, Nova Scotia - I -9()2-426-S4t 
I -800-565-7192 
Quebec 
Montréal, Québec - 1-514-283-5725 
1-800-461-2841 
Nipissing (Ont.) 
Sturgeon Falls. Ontario - 1-705-' 4-
Southern Ontario 
loronto. Ontario - I --4 16-973-658(, 
1-800-268-1151 
Manitoba 
Winnipeg. Manitoba - 1-204-983-4020 or 
I -800-St 2-3404 
Saskatchewan 
Regina, Saskatchewan - 1-306-780-5405 or 
1-800-667-7164 
Alberta & Northwest Territories 
Edmonton, Alberta - 1-403-495-3027 or 
1 -8(10-282-3907 
N.W.T. - Call collect 403-495-3028 
Southern Alberta 
Calgary, Alberta 1-403-292-6717 or 
1-800-172-9708 
British Columbia and Yukon 
Vancouver, British Columbia - 
1-604-666-3691 or 
1-800-664-1551 (except Atlin) 
Yukon and Atlin, British Columbia - 
Zenith 08913 
National Capital Region 
1-613-951-8116 

OW iu 

SEARCHING FOR 
THAT PERFECT 

GIFT? 

I)eliglit I riends anti coflt - agut - s wit I 

a gift subscription to Canadian 
Social Trends! 

Order today to take advantage of 
our special holiday rate. Simply fill 
out and send us the inserted reply 
card from the center of the publica-

tion. Or, save time and call toll-free 
1-800-267-6677 to place your 
orders. 

All orders must be received by 
November 4, 1988, to be processed 

in time for the holidays. 

Catalogue No. 	 ' Title 	 Price (S 
-. 	 - 	-''- 	In 	Else 

Canada 	where 

.13-207 	Income Distribution by Size in Canada 	 $18 (10 

Household Facihties by Income and Other 	 - 
." 	 Characteristics 	 35 00 $37 00 

13588 	Pensions and Incomes of the Elderly 	 ,.,..• 
(No. 2 	in Canada, 1971-1985 	 -. 	$71.00 p96.00 

202 - 	HousehoW FacHiHes and Equipment 	 .00100 

89-506 	Lonyevity and Historical Life Tables 1921 	 . 
1981 (Abridged) Canada and the Provinces 	$20.00 

91-209E 	Report on the Demographic Situation in 
Canada 	 -$15.00 16 50--- 

.............-  

91-520 	Population Projections for Canada. ProvInces 
and lbrritortes. 1984-2006 	 $40 00 $rI0,00 

99-955 	- FamiI History Survey: Preliminar! Frndings - - $2 

/7 

order publications, dial toll-free 1-800-267-6677- 

I - 
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THE CANADA 
YEARBOOK 
,--1988----- 

The Canada Year Book recorded CanaL L 
first steps in 1867. It's still the only bov 
that gives you the most cornpkt'. 
to-date facts on even,' i 
Canada's growth as a natftn. 

Physical setting * Demogrl'; 
Health * Education * Employment it 

incomes * Social security * Housiri 
md construction * Forests, fish mi 
urs * Agriculture * Mines it 

minerals * Energy * Science it 
(,chnology * Transportation * Cot 
unications * Cultural activities ii 
sure * Manufacturing * Merchandi 

and services * Banking, finance anu 
surance * Judicial System * External 

relations, trade and defence * Govern-
ment * Government finance * Review 
of the economy 

Sold in Bookstores and also available by calling Statistics Canada 
toll-free at s-Soo-*r-&i -ri or by completing the order coupon in-
duded in this publication 

•49.9ç plus shipping and handling t• s inclutive in Canada, 17o 
other countries); Catalogue number 1I402E. 

Information can also be obtained by contacting your Regional 
Reference Centre. 

— 

- 	 - 	-.  
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Then Canadian Social Trends i s the acquisition for you. 
A first on the Canadian scene, this journal is claiminq nurr'a 
tional attention from the people who need to know more 
about the social issues and trends of this country. 

Drawing on a wealth of statistics culled from hundreds of 
documents, Canadian Social Trends looks at Canadian pope 
lation dynamics. crime, education, sunial seci.irity, heaft' 
housing, and mi 

For social policy:'' 	ri 	 on 	cI.':vrn 
ment or business scene, for educators and students, 
Canadian Social Trends provides the information for an 
improved discussion and analysis of Canadian social issues. 

Published four times a year, Canadian Social Trends also fea 
tures the latest social indicators, as well as information about 
new prcuiucts and services available from Statistics Canada. 

Catalogue No. 11 -008E is available for $8.00 per copy/$32.00 
annually (in Canada); $9.00 per copy/$36.00 annually (elsewhere); 
students 30% discount from: 

Prices include postage and handling costs. Payment 
should be made in Canadian dollars or equivalent funds. 
($7 U.S. per issue/$28 U.S. annually). 
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