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Cover: Boy with Bread (oil on canvas 50.5 x
55.9 cm). Collection: National Gallery of Canada,
Ottawa.

About the artist:

Born at St. Hilaire. Quebec, Ozias Leduc (1864-
1955) acquired much of his artistic training
through observation and self-teaching. In his early
twenties, he painted beautiful still life studies
bathed in warm candle light or light from a distant
window. Later in his career, his work was
influenced by French impressionists but translated
into his own unigue style. 0. Leduc is well known
for his religious murals and paintings.
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doctorate is the highest achieve-

ment in educational attainment. As
such, carning a Ph.1>. requires great deter
mination and dedication on the part of
recipients. For example, Ph.D. graduates
spend close 1o 22 vears in school, up to ten
of them at the postsecondary level. There
arc significant advantages, though, in
having a doctorate. The average income
of Ph.D.-holders is considerably greater
than that of other mujor educational

il

by Brian Burke

groups; as well, unemployment is very
low among those with a Ph.D,

Figures from the latest Census show that
while very few people in Canada have an
earned doctorate, their numbers have
risen faster than the rest of the population
in recent vears. As welf, roughly half of
those with a Ph.D. in Cuanada are
immigrants; however, the flow of |
immigrant Ph.Ds into Canada has slowed |
in the last decade

The number of Ph.D.-holders growing

The last decade has scen a relatively large
increase in the number of people in
Canada with an carned doctorate.
Between 1976 and 1986, the ranks of
Ph.D.-holders rose 48% from 45,200 to

67,000. In the sume period, the population
aged 15 and over rose only 17%.
People with a Ph.D., however, make up
only a small fraction of all adults living in
Canada. In 1980, just 0.3% ofthe popula-
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tion aged 15 and over had an earned doc-
torate. This was slightly below the propor-
tion in the United States, where 0.4% of
those aged 15 and over had an earned doc-
torate in 1984.

Most Ph.D -holders are men. In fact, in
1986, 83% of those with an earned doc-
torate were male. Women's represen-
tation among Ph.Ds, however, has
increased, rising from 12% in 1976 o
17% in 1986.

One result of the increase in the share
of women with a Ph.D. in recent vears is
that the female Ph.D. population is
younger than that of men. For example,
in 19806, almost 38% of all women with an
earned doctorate were under age 40 com-
pared with 27% of male Ph.Ds.

The majority of Ph.D.-holders in
Canada are immigrants.! In fact, in 19806,
just over half (51%) of all those with a
Ph.D. were born outside the country.

The flow of immigrant Ph.Ds into
Canada, however, slowed in the last
decade. Of the 34,000 immigrant Ph.Ds in
Canada in 1986, almost 14,000, or 40%.
arrived between 1967 and 1976. in com-
parison, just 6,500, less than 20% of the
total, caime in the 1977-19862 period.

Country of origin of immigrant Ph.Ds
Immigrant Ph.Ds are most likely to have
come from cither the United States or the

United Kingdom. As of 1986, 40% of |

immigrants with an earned doctorate were
born in one of these two countries, 30%

originated in European countries other |

thun the United Kingdom, 19% were from

Asia, and 11% were from other countries.

There have been shifts, however, in the |

all Ph.Ds, while 13% were in agricul-
ture/biological sciences, 10% were in each

country of origin of immigrant Ph.Ds in | of health sciences and engineering/applied

the last decade. The proportion born in
cither the United States or the United
Kingdom has dropped, while the share
from Asia has risen.

There was a particularly sharp decline
in the proportion of immigrant Ph.Ds
from the United Kingdom. People born in
the United Kingdom made up over 20%
of all immigrant Ph.Ds who arrived in
Canada before 1977, but only 14% of
those who came between 1977 and 1986.
The proportion of immigrant Ph.Ds from
the United States also declined, but only
from 20% of those who arrived before
1977 to 18% of those who came in the last
decade.

In contrast, the proportion of imml-
grant Ph.Ds born in Asia rose from 18%
of those who came to Canada before 1977
t0 26% of those who arrived in the 1977-
1986 period. Much of this upturn reflects
an increase in the share of immigrant
Ph.Ds from the Middle East.3 People born
in this region made up 9% of all immigrant
Ph.Ds who came to Canada between 1977
and 1986, compared with only 2% of
those who arrived before 1977,

Many fields of study

Canada’s Ph.D.-holders carned their doc-
torates in a wide variety of disciplines. in
1986, 21% of them had specialized in
mathematics/physical sciences and 20%
had a degree in the social sciences.
Humanities accounted for another 16% of

dy of people with a Ph.D., 1986

Mathematics physical
‘ sclences

Socal sciences

Humanities

Agniculluretnolngicm
sciences

Health

I Engineenng/apphied
sciences

Educalion

Other

25%

Source: Statistics Canada. 1986 Census ot Canada

sciences, and 7% were in cducation.
There are differences, though, in the fields
of specialization of male and female Ph.D .-
holders. Almost one in four male Ph.Ds
obtained their doctorate in mathe-
matics/physical sciences (23%) and
another 11 % had a degree in engineering/
applied sciences. In comparison, only 9%
of women with a Ph.D. were in mathe-
matics/physical sciences and just 2% were
in engineering/applied sciences.

On the other hand, women were more
likely than men to have specialized in the
social sciences, humanities, and educa-
tion. Almost 60% of women, compared
with 40% of men, received their Ph.D. in
one of these ficlds.

There are also differences in the fields
of study of immigrant and non-immigrant
Ph.Ds. In 1986, immigrants made up 65%
of those with a Ph.D. in engineering/
applied sciences and 56% of those in
mathematics/phyvsical sciences. Immi-
grants also made up just under half of
Ph.D.-holders in the social sciences,
humanities. health sciences, and
agriculture/biological sciences. On the
other hand, they made up only 33% of

| those with a Ph.D. in education.

The fields of study of immigrant Ph.Ds
vary depending on their country of origin.
For example, those born in the United
States or the United Kingdom made up
close to half of immigrant Ph.Ds in the
humanities, education, social sciences,

| and agriculure/biological sciences. On the
i other hand, people from these countries

represented considerably smaller propor-

! tions of Ph.D.-holders in mathematics/

physical sciences, health sciences, and
especiallv enginecring/applied sciences.
People from Asia make up the largest
group of immigrant Ph.Ds in engineer-
ing/applied sciences. In fact, close to a

i quarter of all those with a Ph.D. in these

fields were born in Asia.

High earnings, low unemployment
Doctoral degrec-holders cnjoy clear
benefits in terms of employment and earn-
ings. For example, their average employ-
ment income is well above that of other
major educational groupst; as well, they
have the lowest unemployment rate.

! immigrant Ph.Ds include those who had a
doctorate when they immigrated to Canada,
as well as those who earned their degree after
they arrived.

2 Includes only the first five months of 1986.

3 Includes Turkey and Afghanistan.

4 Does not include those with medical degrees.
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Saurces: Stabistics Canada. Catalogues 81-204 and 81-211, and
Education. Cullure and Tounism Division

Divison, Statistics Canada.

The average employment income of
men with a Ph.D. emploved full-time
throughout 1985 was $52.000; this com-
pared with $46,700 for master's degree-
holders and $40,800 for those with a bach-
clor’s degree. The comparable average
emplovment income of all men aged 15
and over was $30,500.

Much the same pattern occurs among
women. although their average employv-
ment earnings are considerably helow
those of men in all education categorics,
including Ph.D.-holders. Female Ph.D.-
holders working full-time throughout
1985 averaged $39.900 in employment
income compared with $34,800 for
women with a master’'s degree and
$28.400 for women with a bachelor's
degree. The average employment income
for all women aged 15 and over working
full-time was 320,000,

There are also significant ditferences
between the unemplovment rates of
people with a Ph.[>. and those with lower
academic qualifications. 1n 1986, the
unemployvment rate for Ph.D.-holders was
just 2.6%. This compared with 4.7% for
people with a master’s degree and 6.1%
tor bachelor’s degree-holders. For the
labour force as a whole. the unemploy-
nient rate was 10.39%.

University teaching most commeon
protession for Ph.D.-holders

A lurge proportion of people with a
Ph.D. are university teachers. In 1980,
34% of those with an earned doctorate
were teaching at the university level. In
addition, 2% were university adminis-
trators and 6% had teaching or adminis-
trative positions in non-university
educational institutions.

At the saume time, 16% of Ph.D.-holders
were in occupations related o mathe-
matics, engineering, or science, 11 % had
management or administration positions
outside education, and 6% worked in
medicine or health professions.

The tiketihood of Ph.D.-hotders being
emploved as university teachers varies
somewhat depending on their field of
study. Those with a degree in the
humaunities, social sciences, or education
are the most likely to be university
teachers, while graduates in mathematics,
science, and engineering are the most
likely to be in scientific accupations.

Brian Burke is a Senior Technical Officer with
the Housing, Family and Social Statistics
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by Holly Johnson

he level of illegal drug activity known to police
& hus risen substantially in Canada since the early
1960s. Most of this increase, however, occurred during
the 1960s and 1970s; in fact, the overall level of drug
crime in 1987 was actually below the level in 1980.
The one drug for which there has been a substantial
increase in the number of offences in recent vears,
though, is cocaine

‘ J

v \'\
<
-~

Trends in drug offences

There were major imcreases in the incadence of
drug offences in Canada throughout the 1960s and
1970s. The number of drug crimes recorded by the
police rose from just 5 per 100,000 popufation in
1962 to over 309 in 1980,

In contrast, the incidence of drug crime known to
the police declined in the 1980s. Between 1980 and
1986. 1the number of drug offences per 100,000
population fell 29% from 309 1o 220. This down-
ward trend was followed by a 10% increase in 1987,
when the drug crime rate rose to 241, This figure,
though, was still 22% below the rate in 1980.

Drug offences make up only a small proportion
of criminal activity known to police in Canada.
The 62,000 drug offences recorded by the police
in 1987 represented less than 2% of all recorded
offences that year. As well, this figure was down
slightly from 1980, when drug offences made up
3% of all offences.

LY
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Cannabis offences falling, cocaine rising
Cannabis offences make up the vast majority of
all illegal drug activity known to police. There
has, however, been a marked decline in the
incidence of these offences in the 1980s.
Between 1980 and 1987, the number of
cannabis offences declined 34% from 65,000
to 43,000, Still, offences involving cannabis
made up 70% of all drug offences in 1987,
although this was down from 87% in 1980
and 90% in 1976.

The incidence of cocaine offences. on the
other hand, has increased dramatically in recent
years. The number of cocaine offences known
to police rosc almost 400% between 1980 and
1987, from [,700 1o 8,200. This includes a 22%

STATISTICS CANADA CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS — WINTER 1988



increase in 1987 alone. As a result of this
growth, cocaine offences made up 13% of
all drug offences in 1987, compared with
2% in 1980.

Only a small proportion of drug
offences, just 1% in 1987, involve heroin.
The incidence of these cases has remained
stable at around 3 per 100,000 population
since 1980,

The remaining drug offences involve
other narcotics such as codeine, mor-
phine, and methadone, as well as con-
trolled and restricted drugs. ! Overall, the
incidence of other narcortic offences has
increased in recent years while the rate for
controlled and restricted drugs has fallen.

Between 1980 and 1987, the number of
other narcotic offences rose 183% and
their share of all drug offences climbed
from 3% t 10%. In the same period,
police recorded 32% fewer controlled or
restricted drug offences. As a result, the
share of all drug crime accounted for by
these offences fell from 6% 1o 5%.

amount of drugs either lost in transit or
stolen. The Bureau of Dangerous Drugs at
Health and Welfare Canada reported that
3.200 quantities of drugs were either lost

with 5,400 such incidents in 1981. Three-

macies, while the remainder were from
hospitals, licensed dealers, such as phar-
nuceutic companics and manufacturers,
and medical practitioners.

Most drug offences for possession

The majority of drug offences in Canada
are for possession, although a significant
proportion involve the more serious
charge of trafficking.2 In 1987, 67% of all
drug offences were for possession. while
30% were for trafficking. The remaining

or importing.

The type of offence, though, varies
depending on the drug. For example, most
cannabis offences are for possession,
while the largest proportions of cocaine
and heroin offences involve trafficking.

In 1987, 72% of all cannabis offences
were for possession, 25% were for traf-
ficking, and the remainder were for

! Controlled drugs include speed, ampheta-
mines, and barbituates; they are available
through prescription but are illegal to scil
Restricted drugs include LSD, MDA, and
psilocybin and are illegal both to possess
and seli.

2 Includes possession for the purpose of
trafficking.

There has also been a decline in the |

drug offences involved either cultivation |

in transit or stolen in 1985; this compared |

quarters of alt these losses were from phar- |
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cultivauon and importing. In comparison,
around half ot all cocaine (51% ) and heroin
(47%) offences were for trafficking, while
only 45% of cocaine and 40% of heroin
offences were for possession. In addition,
12% of heroin offences and 4% of those
involving cocaine were for importing.

Drug offence rates highest in the west
Levels of illegal drug activity known to
police are generally higher in the western
provinces than in central or eastern

‘urban areas, 1987

500 600

Canacla. In 1987, there were 447 drug
offences for every 100,000 people in
British Columbia, 307 in Saskatchewan.
284 in Manitoba, and 244 in Alberw. In
comparison, drug offence rates in the
other provinces ranged from a low of 132
per 100,000 population in Quebec to a
| high of 247 in Ontario.

The incidence of drug offences fell in
most provinces in the 1980-1987 period.
There were particularly large declines,
between 55% and 60%, in the drug

offence rates in Alberta, Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island. At the same time,
there were much smaller declines in
Onurio, New Brunswick, Newfoundland,
and Saskatchewan, while rates acuuaily
rose 9% in Quebec, 8% in Manitoba, and
6% in British Columbiit.

Urban drug offence rates

The cast-west pattern in the incidence of
crug crime also holds for major metropol-
itan areas, although there are some excep-
tions. Victoria, with 676 offences per
100,000 population, and Vancouver, with
598, had the highest rates of illegal drug
aetivity of any cities in Canada in 1987, The
next highest rates, though, occurred in
Fredericton (491) and Toronto (301).
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On the other hand, the lowest urban
drug crime rates in 1987 were reported in
Niagara (41) and Charlottetown (57). The
next lowest rate, though, occurred in
Regina (106), which had a rate just below
that in Montreal (112).

Generally, the larger the urban area, the
higher the drug oftence rate. In 1987, cities
with more than 250.000 peopte had an
average of 249 drug offences per 100,000
population; this compared with rates of
211 in cities between 50,000 and 250,000
people, 192 in cittes between 10,000 and
50.000 people, and 203 in communities
with less thian 10,000 residents.

Dealing with drug offenders
Not surprisingly, given the overall decline
in illegal drug activity known 1o police
in the 19805, the number of charges and
convictions for drug offences also
declined.

Between 1980 and 1987, the number of
people charged with drug offences fell
30%, from a total of 62.000 to 43,000.

Brig charges in Canada and the United States

though, a large proportion of drug |
offences result in charges. In 1987, charges |
were laid in three-quarters of all drug |
offence cases, whereas only about 45% of |
violent offences and around 20% of all
other Criminal Code offences resulted in
charges.

There has also been a significant decline
in the number of convictions for drug
offences.3 In 1985, there were a total of
28,000 drug convictions, 43 % less than in
1981.

The majority of drug convictions result
in fines. In 1985, 58% of guilty charges for
these offences resutted in fines. Another
23% resulted in jail sentences, while 9%
either resulted in probation or were
discharged.

The tikelihood of betng sent to jail varies
for different drugs. In 1985, three-quarters
of heroin convictions resulted in incarcera-
tion, as did 42% of those involving
cocaine, 40% of those for controlled or
restricted drugs, and 30% of those for
other narcotics. On the other hand, just

Compared with other types of crime, | 20% of convictions for cannabis offences |

d of drug offences, 1985

%
100 —
Discharge
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60 —
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40 —
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Crnuiains Crncming Haumn Ruswaclact! Other ‘
contrallad narcotic
Saurce: Health and Welfare Canada. Bureau ot Dangerous Orugs, Narcotic. Controlled
and Restricled Drug Statistics. 1985,

resulted in jail terms. Most cannabis con-
victions, ahout 60%, resulted in fines.
Overall, about 6% of all inmates in
federal penitentiaries in 1987 were
incarcerated for drug offences. At the same
time, roughty 4% of all admissions to pro-
vincial jails involved these offences.

* Court statistics on convictions from the
Bureau of Dangerous Drugs cannot be linked
directly to police statistics on the number ot
offences. Court statistics measure the number
of charges coming before the court, while
police statistics count incidents which may
involve more than one offence and result in
more than one charge. In addition, offences
known to the police may not result in a court
appearance until the following calendar vear.

Holly Johnson is a senior analyst with the
Canadicn Centre for fustice Statistics, Statistics
Canada.
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ABORIGINAL PEOPLES’ ISSUES

J. Rick Ponting

15 2 Professor

af Sociology at

the University

of Calgary. He

18 cditor of
Arduous

Juurney
(MceClelland

ane SrEwart. 1980) and co-author of Ot
of Drrelevance (Butterworth, 1980), two
books on Induns. The material in this
article was originally presented as part of
a Statistics Canada Lecture Series in 1987,

IN CANADA

by J. Rick Ponting

he Native Indian, Inuit, and Mctis
populatibn has grown rapidly in

recent decades to a position of increasing

social, demographic, and constitutional
prominence in Canadian society. In light
of that growing stature, the attitudes of the
larger non-Native society to Natives and
contemporary Native issues are of general
consequence. Those attitudes were the
subject of a comprehensive survey under-
taken for the University of Calgary by
Decima Research Lid. in 1986.

The survey results show that Canadians
generally hold supportive attitudes toward
Natives, although that support varies con-
siderably from region to region and has
croded slightly since the mid-1970s.!

. Support drops significantly when Cana-

dians perceive that special “privilege™ is
being conferred on Natives, with the
exception of issues pertaining to land.
Canadians seem to recognize Natives’
special relationship with the land and up

| to a point, are willing to make accom-

modation for that.

While there is widespread support for
the general notion of increased self-
determination for Natives, levels of
knowledge and awareness of aboriginal
issucs were found to be generally low:,

Knowledge about Natives

From an esttimated 225,000 Native persons
living in what is now Canada just prior to
the arrival of Europeans, the Native
population declined to approximately half
that number by the time of Confederation.
However, by 1986, the Canadian Census
found that the population reporting at
least some Native origins had reached

approximately three-quarters of a million
or about 3% of the total population of
Canada.

Despite the large number of people of
Native origins, Canadians are not
knowledgeable about the demographics
of the Native population. For instance, in
the 1986 survev, over one-third (37%), as
compared to 46% in our similar survey in
1976, would not hazard a guess when
asked what proportion of the total Cana-
dian population is Native. An even greater
proportion (41 %) significantly over-
estimated the size of the Native populiation
in that they perceived it to be in excess of
8% of the total Canada population.

Using this and several other questions
which tapped knowledge about certain
rudimentary aspects of Native affairs, an
Index of Knowledge about Native Affairs
was constructed on which scores could
range from a low of 3 to a high of 7.2

The national average score was low at
4.36. Most of the population congregated
near the low end of the knowledge con-
tinuum both in the 1986 survey and on 4
comparable index in the 1976 study. in

I See Roger Gibbins, "The 1976 National
Survey,” " in J.R. Ponting and R. Gibbins, Out
of Irrelevance: A Socio-Political Introduction
to Indian Affairs in Canada, Scarborough,
Ontario: Buterworth, 1980, pp. 71-93.

2 Other questions used in the Index of Knowl-
edge abour Native Affairs included those
dealing with knowledge of the existence of
the Indian Act, the difference between Status
and non-Status Indians, and two other demo-
graphic measures — the percentage of the
respondent’s province which is Native and the
percentage of Indiuns living on reserves.
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both years, residents of Quebec exhibited
particularly low levels of knowledge and
westerners exhibited comparatively high
levels of knowledge.

As in 1976, a majority was unaware of
the difference between Status and non-
Status Indians, although the size of that
majority declined over the decade. These
and other data indicate some small
increase in Canadian levels of knowledge
over the ten-vear period.

An imporwant area of knowledge
measured was a respondent’s under-
standing of the term “‘aboriginal people’.
Without prompting, only a tiny fraction of
interviewees correctly identified this term
as encompassing the Indian, Inuit, and
Metis peoples.

Without assistance from the inter-
viewer, atmost a third of Canadians failed
to indicate even an approximate
understanding of the term. Significantly,
even when explicitly asked, “"Would you
include the Metis people [as abariginal
people]?’”, only a slight majoritv said
“yes.”” Even when explicitly asked, about
one in five Canadian adults does not con-
sider Indians and Inuits to be aboriginal
people.

Familiarity with Native affairs

An Index of Familiarity with Native
Events/Phenomena was also developed in
both the 1970 and 1986 studies. The 1986

communily in 1981

Abonginal nghts in the Canadian Conshitubior

1 Last year's amendgimients to the indian ACT Shserning sex

| discnmination

The Lyell Island controversy on the Clueen Chartotte Islands

A Canadian organizatinn calted the Assembiy ot First Natiins

A constitutional conterence involving the Prime Minister. provincral

|
‘ premiers, and Nalive leaders

Planned visit of the: Pooi to o Notthaeest Bsrctones indian

The James Bay and Nurthern Quebes Aqgreeient ot 1975

| Vary

Familiarity Index was based on answers to
a question in which respondents were
given a list of seven events, organizations,
or phenomenaand were asked to indicate,
on a three-point scale, how familiar they
are with cach one.’ The national average
score of 1.62 in 1986 was well below the
mid-point (2.0) of the scale.

On all but two of the items a4 majority
of respondents said they were "“not at all
familiar.”” Thus, a majority was unaware
of such things as one of the most modern
“treaties” (the James Bay and Northern
Quebec Agreement of 1975), the existence
of aboriginal rights in the constitution®,
and the Lvell Island controversy between

about Native affairs in 1986
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logging companies and Haida Indians in
the Queen Charlotte Istands.

Only the two items involving well-
known puhlic figures received relatively
high scores, These were “the planned visit

4

of the Pope to a Northwest Territories’
Indian community in 1984 and "‘a con-
stitutional conference involving the Prime
Minister, provincial premiers, and Native
leaders. ™

n public on Native issues, 1986

13%
Mildly
supportive

189%
Inattentive

Consistent

7%
Very supportive

7% !
i

Mildly antagoristic
5% ‘
Neutral |

2%
Very antagonistic

48%
Inconsistent

(in direction
and/or strength)

These findings paraliel results on com-
parable questions in the 1976 study. For
instance, over 55% in both studies
reported virtually no familiarity (in 1976,
vague familiarity at best) with the James
Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement.
Similarly, in 1976, two-thirds reported no
familiarity or only vague familiarity with
“the 1974 Supreme Court of Canada deci-
sion rejecting an Indian woman's argu-
ment that the Indian Act violated the
Canadian Bill of Rights,”” while in 1986 the
same proportion reported no familiarity
with “last vear's amendments to the
Indian Act concerning sex discrimina-
tion.” The latter was the government's
legislative response to the issue raised in
the 1974 court case.

Structure of the public

In light of the low levels of knowledge and
familiarity with Native matters, it comes as
no surprise that the Canadian population
is not rigidly divided into opposing
camps, each exhibiting consistency of opi-
nion on Native issues. For instance, across
two six-item Indexes of Symputhy for
Natives/Indians, only a small fraction (2%)
of the sample consistently falls at the very
antagonistic end of the spectrum, while
7% consistently fall at the opposite
extreme as very supportive.

Almost half of Canadians hold inconsis-
tent views in the strength or the direction
of their opinion on Natives and Native
issues. A further one in five Canadians is
almost totally inartentive to Native issues,
although he or she will often render an
opinion when asked by an interviewer,

Overall, considering those persons
whose views are consistent and which fall
not just in the extreme categories but also
in the neutral, mildly antagonistic, and
mildly supportive ranges, one finds that
those with favourable views toward
Natives outnumber those who hold
antagonistic views by a margin of about

31In 1986, the categories were “very.'
“slightly,”" and “'notat all” familiar. In 1976,
the categories were "quite,” “somewhat,”
“vaguely,” and “notat all” familiar. A respon-
dent’s score on the 1986 index was his/her
average score over the seven items, where
seores could range from 1.0 ('not at all
familiar’’) to 3.0 ('very familiar").

For instance, Seaiion 35.1 of the Constitution
Act, 1982, states: *' The existing aboriginal and
treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of
Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed. ™

-2
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two to one. Nevertheless, those who do
nat show attitudinal consistency (48%
outnumber those who do.

‘The structure of the public varies con-
siderably from one region of Canada to
another. For instance, a clear majority in
cach of the western provinces falls into the
“inconsistent category, and in Quebec,
an unusually large portion of the popula-
tion (about 30%) falls in the Cinattentive”’
caegory.

General orientations:

changes since 1976

The findings from the T986 survey taken
together with comparable measures trom
1976 suggest that there has been a slight
erosion in support for Natives over the ten-
vedr period. to the extent that six gquestion-
naire items included in both surveys are
indicative of the general tenor of public
opinion towards Nattves, A compuarative
Index of Sympathy (or general supportive
arttudes) tor Indians was formed by com-
bining scores from six individual ques-
tions. Examination of the distribution of
Canadians on this Sympathy Index reveals
that, retative to the 1976 curve, the 1986
curve is shifted slightly toward the unsup
portive end of the continuum. 5

However, it is important to bear inmind
that despite that slight ¢rosion of
attitudinal support, the average in 1986 is
almost exactly at the mid-point on the con-
tnuum. On average, Canadians do not
tend to be markedly hostile nor markedly
supportive in their attitudes toward
Indians. Nor does either vear’s curve
exhibit two “humps™ that would indicate
a sharply divided public.

Several other items from 1976 were also
repeated in 1986. Among these was one
which revealed that Canadians continue to
attach low priority to the improvement of
the social and economic situation of
Natives.

Self-government and special status
For several vears, Native self-government
has been the focus of the constitutional
debate over Native rights. Significantly,
“self-government’ and “'special staws’”
for Natives elicit quite different responses
trom Canadians. Self-government is not
viewed as a form of “'special status’™ for
Natives; instead, it is seen ina much more
positive light.

There is a striking contrast between the
curve depicting the distribution of the
responses of Canadians on the Index of

Number of respondents

500 —
400 — 1986 (average score 2.98) .-
300 — .
- -
| 200 — o
1976 (average score 3.31) - .
100 — \\
L | i | J | | ]
115 151.2 20125 251-3 30135 35 1.4 10045 adisg
Anlagonistic Neutral Suppurlive

index score?

11976 data are weighted by province alone 1986 data are weighled simultaneously by province. age.
sex, and language most otten spoken at home
2Scores range from 1 (antagonistic) through 3 (neutral) to S (supportive) actoss the tems answared
{mimmum 3 lems)

~ Support for special status for Natives and for Native
self-government, 1986
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| |2 | ] 1 1 | ]
115 151-2 201-25 251-3 50155 3514 101-45 1515
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‘ Antagonistic

| the items answered.
‘

Support of Native Self-Government and

the curve depicting the Index of Support
for Special Status for Natives. Most Cana-
dians fall on the unsupportive side of the
mid-point (3.0) on the “‘spectal status™
index, while the reverse is true on the
“self-government’’ index.

The shapes of the two curves differ
markedly. When the word ‘special’” was

Index score!

|
|
'Scores range from 1 (anlagonistic) through 3 (neutral) to 5 (supportive) across l

=

5 The social science literature leads us to expect
an even lower level of support for Natives than
was found in the 1986 study. Thus. the
significance of the changes between 1976 and
1986 should not be over-emphasized, for they
may merely be a slower-than-normual appearance
of the normal evolution of public optnion on
numerous social issues in advanced industrial
sovietics. See Anthony Downs, “Up and Down
with Ecology — The “Issue-Attention Cycle’,”
The Public Interest, XVI11: pp. 38-50.
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actually incorporated in a question,
FESPONSES WEIEe €Ven More antagonistic.

For instance, respondents were asked to
choose which of the following two
starements comes closer to their own

view: "'For crimes committed by Indians | instead, as implementation of a basic
on Indian reserves, there should be special | democratic right of sclf-determination.
courts with Indian judges™; or “Crimes | Support for this interpretation is to be
committed by Indians on Indian reserves | found in respondents’ answers to a ques-
should be handled in the same way as | tion which asked them to complete the
crimes committed elsewhere.”” Almost | following sentence: “One of the best
two-thirds chose the latter statement, | things that could happen to Indians would
while only about one-quarter chose the | be if the federal government
tormer statement. Analmost identical ratio | By a wide margin, the most frcqueml)
appeared on two other questions dealing | cited types of response were those which
with ''special” arrangements in other | called for the government to “‘grant”™
institutional spheres. Indians greater autonomy, self-
It would seem that self-government is
not viewed as a special privilege, but | continued on page 15
posents of the fadex of Campacative Sympathy for Halwes, 1976 and 1966
% % National |
| Year  Phraseology of item Agreeing Disagreeing average'
| 1976 The federal Department of Indian Affairs
' tends to be more concerned with
bureaucratic red tape than seeing to the
| needs of the Indian people. 65 12 3.96
1986 Same 55 15 3.69
. | 1976 Indians deserve 1o be a lot better off
economically than they are now. 72 12 4.05
1986 Same 48 29 2.32
| 1976 Indians, as the first Canadians, should have
special cultural protection that other groups |
| don't have. 44 36 3.09 .
1986 Same 38 46 282
| 1976 Most Indian leaders who criticize the federal ‘
Department of Indian Affairs are more
interested in improving their own political
position than they are interested in improving |
the lot of their people. 29 36 a2
1986 Native leaders who call for self-government
for Native people are more interested in
promoting their own personal career than in
helping Native people. 30 41 3.18
1976 Indian people themselves, not the provincial
| government, should decide what Indian
children are taught in school. 35 49 2.78
| | 1986 Native schools should not have to follow
provincial guidelines on what is taught. 22 67 2.18
1976 Where Indian principles of land ownership |
conflict with the white man's law, Indian
principles should be given priority. 30 35 2.91 |
1986 Same 33 44 2.81 |
l 1 The average can range from 1.0 to 5.0. The mid-point (neutrai)1s 3.0. For all ems, in caiculating the average, a response
which is strongly supportive of Indians/Natives Is scored as 5, 3 strongly antagonistic respanse is scored as 1. etc. Thus,
on the first item agreeing responses were scored as supportive (4 or 5, depending on whether " strongly agree™ or “moderately
agree”), and disagreeing responses were scored as antagonistic (1 or 2), while on the fourth item the reverse was trus.
A score of 3 was assigned 1o respondents who chose the “neither agree nor disagree” category; while those who said “"don‘t
know/no opinion™ were not given a score.
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Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Don't know;

Statement strongly moderately Neutral  moderately strangly no apinion Total
» {
% |
Special status
If Parliament and the elected leaders of the Native
peopte agreed that some Canadian faws would not
apply in Native communities, it would be all right
with me. 15 23 10 19 25 9 1011
' Native schools should not have to follow provincial
| guidelines on what is taught. 9 13 5 26 41 5 991 |
Native governments should have powers equivalent to
| those of provincial governments. 13 18 10 24 27 8 100
. Native governments should be responsible to elected
. Native politicians, rather than to Parliament, for the
| federal government money they receive. 11 7/ 15 19 25 13 100

Self-government

. Itis important to the future well-being of Canadian
society that the aspirations of Native people for
self-government be met. 17 25 17 19 14 9 101!

Those provincial premiers who oppose putting the
right to Native self-government in the Constitution are
harming Native people. 17 21 17 21 13 7 101

Most Native leaders who callf for self-government for
Native people are more interested in promating their 1,
own personal career than in helping Native people.2 13 17 16 23 18 13 100

The Constitution of Canada should specifically
recognize the right of Indians to self-government. 18 23 13 21 19 7 1010

Y Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding.
2 An agreeing response was treated in the analyses as indicative of an antagonistic toward sell-government, and a disagreeing respanse was treated as supportive of self-government. For i
all other questions above, the respective interpretations were the reverse ol those just cited.
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determination, and responsibility over
their own affairs.

Land claims

Notewaorthy levels of support for Natives
were also found on questions dealing with
land claims and land use conflicts, par-
ticularly thase involving natural resource
developnient projects. For instince, the

1976 survey asked whether respondents
r‘ regarded “all”, “many™, “few”, or “‘no’’
| Indian land claims as valid. A majority
| (61%)said all” or “many,” while about
i one-third (35%) said “'few’’ or "‘none.”
In 1986, on a different question con-
cerning land claims, only about one-fifth
(21%) of Canadians seemed to challenge
the validity of Native land claims. A chal-

lenge was indicated by agreement with the
position that the government should offer
Natives neither land nor financial com-
pensation when negotiating future land
claim settlements with them. Fifteen per-
cent favoured offering only more land,
while 22% favoured offering *'financial
compensation for the lands lost,” and 26%
favoured offering both land and compen-
sation.

Another important question on land
claims in the 1986 survey asked
respondents to choose which of three
statements comes closest to their own
view. The statements, with the percent
choosing each, are: “*Native land claims
should not be allowed to delay natural
resource projects at all” (19%); *"Natural
resources development companies should
not be allowed to even set foot on land
cluimed by Natives until those Native land
claims have been settled'” (42%); and 1
haven't given any thought to the matter of
lind claims and natural resource develop-
ment’ (30%).

Despite the high level of support for
Native land claims found in the 1976
survey darta, it was expected that the stark
choice offeredinthe 1986 survey — with
its implications of job creation — would
produce a preponderance of opinion
unfavourable to Natives. However, the
reverse proved true, as support for Natives
on land issues generally held firm over the
ten years between the surveys.

similarly, a slight majority agreed with
the statement: "Where Natives' use of land
conflicts with natural resource develop-
ment, Native use should be given
priority,” while only about one-third of
ihe sample disagreed.

However, there are limits to how far
respondents are prepared to go in accom-
modating Natives on land matters. These
limits are illustrated by responses to the
statement: “Where Indian principles of
land ownership conflict with the white
man’s law, Indian principles should be
given priority.” In both 1976 and 1986,
those unwilling to make such a major com-
promise outnumbered those favouring
such a compromise — 35% to 30% in
1976 and 44% to 33% in 1986. Average
support on the question declined slightlv
from 2.91 to 2.81 (where scores could
range from 17 1o 37,

Regional variation
One of the main findings of the 1976
survey was that from one region of the
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1o another, there was often

country
striking variation in orientation to, and
knowledge about, Indians. In the 1986
data, the same observation can be made
tor Native people in general, and not just
Indians.

On both general and specific measures
of support for Indians or Natives, there is
a pattern to the regional variation.
Respondents in Quebec tended to be most
supportive, while those in Ontario and
Manitoba ranked close behind. Those in
the three most westerly provinces (each
considered separately) were least suppor-
tive, while those in the Atlantic provinces
(combined) fall into an intermediate posi-
tion, which is usually closer to western
Canada than to central Canada.

The distribution on the 1986 Index of
Sympathy for Indians® illustrates this pat-
tern well. On this scale, where scores can
range from a low of 1" to a high of 5"
and the mid-point is "'3," the national
average is 3,29, which is well to the sym-
pathetic side of the mid-point. The
average score for Quebec is 3.44, while
Ontario and Manitoba are close behind at
3.40 and 3.39, respectively.” There is a
large gap between these three provinces
and the Adantic region. whose average
score is 3.08. Alberta. British Columbia,
and Saskatchewan exhibit average scores
of 3.08, 3.04 and 2.91, respectively.

Another illustration of regional variation
is provided by a question which asked
respondents which of three ''things’™
Canadian Indians nced most — more
money from government, less control by
government, or more rights in the Con-
stitution. Nationally. 7%, 33% ., and 45%
chose these three, respectively, while the
remaining 16% were undecided. The pro-
portion choosing *‘more rights in the con-
stitution™ ranged from 33% in Vancouver
(and 37% in the rest of British Columbia)
to 52% in Toronto and Qucbec-outside
Montreat. (Forty-three percent of Mon-
trealers and 46% of Ontarians-outside
Toronto chose this option.) Support for
““less control by government’’ ranged
fromy about 21 % in Quebec toabout 46%
in British Columbia.

Other determinants of opinions
Province of residence wus not the only
factor to show a significant etfect in the
formation of attitudes toward aboriginal
people. As might be expected. there were
numerous other factors which play con-
tributing roles in the formation of public
attitudes toward Native peoples and their
concerns. Unfortunately, space does not
allow an extended discussion of these
other contributing factors. and they can
only be mentioned in passing here.

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENOS — WINTER 1988

For example, support for il
culturalism was found to be associated
with many mecasures of support for
Natives. Political party identification at the
federal level, as well as strong adherence
to the “small-c”* conservative philosophy,
were also related to views on Native
matters. Language spoken was related to
both fevels of support and knowledge.
Francophones tended to be more suppor-
tive of, but less knowledgeable about,
Natives than were Anglophones.

Two other factors emerge with striking
regularity as being particularly important
in determining Canadians’ orientations
toward Natives. These factors were: a
person’s assessment of the competence of
Native people in managing their own
affairs and a person’s perceptions of
whether or not Natives are presently
receiving an excessive or an inadequate
amount of financial assistance from
government.

G This Index is slightly different from the
previously discussed comparative (1976-
19806) Index of Sympathy, because that index
excluded some items that form part of the
1986 sympathy scale only.,

7 On some indexes or individual questions,
there is also considerable variation within
Quebec and/or within Onuario, as between
the dominant city and the rest of the
provinces.
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THE 1986 CENSUS PROFILES

Canadians who perccive Natives to be
receiving too much financial assistance
from government are highly likely to be
unsupportive of Natives on all four of the
indexes examined here. In contrast, if a
respondent holds the view that adequately > 5 i ~
funded Native governments are able to \ ()[ j R l ICKET
meet the needs of individual Natives better o= .
than governments can, then that person is r() 1& h Y
highly likely to be supportive of Natives 3 -
on all four indexes ( ()Ml\l[ N ITY

Among factors showing little effect on - . -
attitudes were: age, sex, level of formal IN CAN I‘DA
education, family income, labour union !
membership, religious affiliation, size of
community of residence, disposition té
support underdogs, and having experi
enced a declining standard of living (or its
opposite)

One final note on the determinants of |
attitudinal support for Natives is in order.
Despite assessing over two dozen factors
in attempting to explain why people hold
suppottive or unsupportive views, it dicl
not prove possible to account for more
than 40% of the variation observed. Thus.
our current understanding of the factors

leading to the formation of views on
Native issues is at best modest.

Summary

When surveved, Canadians tend to be
generally supporuve of Natives' aspira-
tions for self-government and their land
claims. but are wary of arrangemenis
which connote special privileges. Over i
ten-year period ending in 19806, attitudes

and opinions toward Natives and Native The 1986 profiles will put you on the count
issues changed very little from their gen fast track to any Canadian community  its elderly
erally supportive levels. This support was you want to study | Choose a PROFILE on any one of
not based on extensive knowledge of You're looking for a fast introduc- 6009 Census Subdivisions
Native issues; knowledge levels remained T el Sl Ll [.n,"'.n"'n_‘l"wq"
realities of a city. a town, a munic nsus Division

g | pality or an entire province. And you )

Important also is the fact that the Cana don't have the time to wa 7
dian public is not rigidly divided into two piles of s tics sus Agalomerations
opposing camps on Native issues. Cani Focus in of ) 3 : f urban/rural breakdow
dians’ views on Natives and Native issucs choice with a ( JS PR( i > publications
are not tightly interwoven with larger 3 OFILE feature: an fast t
philosophical views. However, in the | [IESCRIEHERUNISUE i tion you want

absence of such linkages between Native that interests you from population

issues and wider concerns, those Native
issues remain on the periphery of Cana-

dians’ consciousness | THE 1986 CENSUS PROFILES.
| YOUR TICKET.

The assistance of Marion Jones in providing the
“Glossary of terms’  and ' 'Current medsures
of the Native population’ (s gratefully | | tior a ( 67-6¢
acknowledged 1w ¢ [ U h clud der
formation) Publication Sales, Statistics
"\ | Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6
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he annual divorcee rate in Canada has

increased dramatically over the last
two decades. This occurred largely
because of the easing of legal restrictions
on marital dissolution as a result of the
19068 Divorce Act and the Divorce Act,
1985,

The most recent legislation, the Divorce
Act, 1985, was followed by a sharp
increase in the divorce rate, which
reversed a three-year downward trend.

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS — WINTER 1988

by Owen Adams

The number of divorces per 100,000 mar- | women in 1966 to 357 in 1969, Then,

. ried women rose 25% in 1986, to an all- ‘ during the [970s, the rate almost doubled

time high of 1,255. In comparison, the rate
had fallen 14% between 1982 and 1985,
from 1,164 to 1,004.

Most of the period since the 1968
Divorce Act was passed, however, has
been characterized by steadily increasing
divorce rates. Shortly after passage of the
Act, the rate more than doubled, rising
from 235 divorces per 100,000 married

agan.

Divorce rates highest in Alberta and
British Columbia

Divorce rates vary widely across the
country. In 1986, there were 1,640
divorces per 100,000 married women in
Alberta and 1,514 in British Columbia.
This contrasted with 469 in Newfound-
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land and 637 in Prince Edward Island.
Divorce rates in the other provinces
ranged from just under 1,000 in New
Brunswick and Saskatchewan, to around
1,100 in Manitoba, and 1,200 in Nova
Scatia, Quebec, and Ontario.

The divorce rate rose in all provinces
except Prince Edward Island in 1986. The
largest increases occurred in Ontario and
British Columbia, where rates rose 35%
and 33%, respectively. Increases in
Manitoba (255 ), Saskatchewan (259%) and

New Brunswick (24%) were similar to the
national average, while there were some-
what smaller increases in Quebec (16%),
Alberta (15%), Newfoundland (9%), and
Nova Scotia (8%). On the other hand, the
divorce rate fell 12% in Prince Edward
Island.

Shorter duration of marriage

The duration of marriage before divorce
has become shorter, particularly for
peaple divorcing under the new Act

1951-1986
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Couples who divorced in 1986 under the
new law had been married a medlan of 9.1
years, while the figure was 11.2 years for
those who divoreed that year under the
old law. By contrast, in 1969, the median
duration of marriage before divorce was
almost 15 vears.

Fewer children involved

Divorces granted under the new law in
1986 were also less tikely to involve
children than those granted under the old
law. Of divorces obtained in 19806,
children were involved in just one-third
(34%) granted under the new Act, com-
pared with more than half (52%) obtained
under the old Act.

Under the new Act, as was the case
under the old Act, wives are most likely to
he awarded custody of the children after
divorce. Wives received custody of 75%
of the children in divorces granted under
the new Act for which there was a custody
order. The hushand won custody of 12%
of the children, while joint custody was
ordered for 11%. For the remaining 2%,
custody was awarded to someone other
than the husband or wife,

Owen Adams is a senior analyst with the
Health Division, Statistics Canada.
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by Doreen Duchesne

At the turn of the century, when Canadian socicty wias mostly
rural, unpaid family workers were an important part of the
Canadian workforce. Their numbers, however, declined

sharply as the economy industriatized and they now make up

only a small fraction of total employment in Canada

In 1987, for example, only 93,000 people were emploved as
unpaid family workers and they made up just 0.8% of all Cana-
dians with jobs. These figures are down from 1975, when
132,000 unpaid workers made up 1.4% of total employment.
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Most in agriculture

The majority of unpaid family workers are
employed inagriculture. In 1987, 59,000
unpaid family workers, 64% of the total,
worked in this industry. Their numbers
have declined from 92,000 in 1975,

U npaid tamily workers continue to be an
important source of labour in agriculture,
accounting for 12% ot all people employed
in this industry in 1987, This was down,
though, from 19% in 1975.

The remaining third of unpaid family
workers are emploved in non-agricultural
industries. 1n 1987, there were 34,000
such workers, 14% fewer than in 1975,
Most of these workers are employved in
retail trade or in community, business and
personal service industries.

Married women the main source of
unpaid family work

Most unpaidd tamily workers are married
wonen aged 25 and over. In 1987 these
women made up 70% of the unpaid
family work force. A further 18% of these
waorkers were single 15-19-vears-olds.

The number of unpaid family warkers
in cach of these groups has declined.
Between 1975 and 1987, the number of
marricd women fell 23% from 84,000 to
64,000, while the number of teenagers
dropped 51 % from 34,000 to 17,000,

Much of the decline among married
women occurred in agriculture. Between
1975 and 1987, the number of married
women aged 25 and over working
without pay in agriculture dropped 25%
from 53,000 to 39,000.

Many of these women, however, were
not moving out of agriculture. Rather,
they were shifting into paid work and self-
employment in this industry. For
example, between 1975 and 1987, the
number of wives aged 25 and over
employed as paid workers in agriculture
doubled to 35,000, while the number who
were seif-employed almost quadrupled to
34,000.

The shift from unpaid to self-
employment possibly resulted from recent
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developments in matrimonial property
law. These changes may have played a role
in encouraging women to enter formal
partnerships with their husbands in order
to gain legal recognition for the value of
the labour they contribute to the family
business.

Changes in taxation law may have en-
couraged the shift to paid work. Since 1980,
owners of unincorporated businesses have
been allowed to claim a spousal employee's
income as a ax deduction.

Doreen Duchesne is an analyst with the
Labour and Housebold Surveys Andalysis Divi-
sion, Statistics Canada.

® For further information on unpaid family
wuorkers, see: The Decline of Unpaid Family
Work in Canada, Statistics Canada, Catalogue
71-535, No. 2.
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s a result of major increases in the
Canadian suicide rate in the 1960s
and 1970s, suicide rates during the 1980s
have been the highest in history. During
the last decade, the suicide rate has been
about double what it was throughout most
of the period from 1921 to 1961; as well,
it has remained considerably above
previous highs recorded during the
Depression of the 1930s
There were particularly large increases
in the incidence of suicide among voung
adult men. By the mid-1980s, menin their
twenties had one of the highest suicide
rates of any age group. This is a change
from the past when older men were gen-
crally the most likely to take their own
lives. Suicide rates have also increased
among women, although their rates
remain well below those of men.

Increases in suicide

In 1980, the deaths of almost 3,700 Cana-
dians were reported as suicides.! This
represented 14.6 suicides for every
100,000 people, nearly double the rate
that prevailed during most of the period
from the early 1920s to the early 1960s.
During the latter period, for example,
there were around 7.5 suicides per
100,000 population. As well, the 1986
figurc was well above the previous
historical highs of just under 10 suicides
per 100,000 population recorded in the
early 1930s.

! The actual number of suicides in Canada may
be underreported. A death is only certified as
a suicide by medical and legal authorities
when the victim's intent is clearly proven.

1

by Renée Beneteau
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Almost all the increase in the suicide rate
since 1960 occurred during the 1960s and
1970s. Between 1960 and 1978, the rate
rose from 7.6 suicides per 100,000 popula-
tion 10 14.8. During the 1980s, the suicide
rate has been relatively stable, ranging
from a high of 15.1 suicides per 100,000
population in 1983, the highest rate ever
recorded in Canada, 1o a low of 13.7 in
1984.

suicide has accounted for roughly 2%

late 1970s. This proportion has risen over
the last several decades from 1% in 1960
and 1.5% in 1970. In 1921, just 0.5% of
all deaths were recorded as suicides.

Suicide largely 2 male phenomenon

The suicide rate for men is much higher
than for women. In 1980, there were 22 .8
suicides for every 100,000 men compared
with 6.4 for every 100,000 women.
Overall, almost 80% of all suicide victims

of all dearhs in Canada annually since the | in 1986 were men
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Suicide rates have nearly doubled for
both men and women since the early
1960s; however, the growth patterns have
varied. In particular, since the late 1970s,
the rate for men has increased, while that
for women has fallen.

Largest increases among young

adult men

The largest increases in suicide have
occurred among younger men. The
suicide rate for men aged 15-19 rose from
5.3 per 100,000 population in 1960 to
20.2 in 1986. The rate for men in this age
group, though, remains somewhat below
rates for men aged 20 and over,

The suicide rate for men aged 20-24 also
rose substantially from 12.3 in 1960 to
32.8in 19806. In the same period, rates for
men aged 25-44 nearly doubled. As a
result, 1986 suicide rates for men aged 20-
44 were generally either equal 1o, or
greater than, those for older men. This is
in sharp contrast to the early 1960s when
rates for men aged 45 and over were con-
siderably greater than those for men under
age 45,

The suicide rate for men in their
twenties is particularly high. In 1986, there
were around 33 suicides per 100,000 men
in this age range, the highest rate for any
age group except men aged 70 and over.

Suicide rates, though, remain high for
older men. In 1986, there were 34.9
suicides per 100,000 men aged 70 and
over, the highest rate for any age group.

1]
1\{1.} An intenndtions! pergpeciive
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\/\/ 15-19
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—
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Sources:  Stalistics Canada. Catalkgues 84-206 and 84-528
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and 1986
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The suicide rate for other male groups
over age 45 ranged from 24.6 for men
aged 65-69 to 30.0 for those aged 50-34.

There has, however, been little change
in suicide rates among men aged 45 and
over since the early 1960s. There were
small increases in rates for men aged 45-
54 and 70 and over, while rates for men
aged 55-69 actually declined.

The age distribution of women who
commit suicide differs from that of men,
though for all age groups the fematle
suicide rate is well below that for males.

‘The highest female suicide rate in 1986
occurred among women aged 50-54. That
vear, there were 12.9 suicides for every
100,000 women in this age range. Rates
for other groups in the 30-69 age range
varied from 7.9 for women aged 55-59 1o
around 10 for women aged 45-49 and
00-04.

In contrast 1o the situation with men,
suicide rates among women aged 20-29
and 70 and over were relatively tow. In
1980, there were fewer than 7 suicides per
100,000 women in these age ranges.

The suicide pattern among women aged
15-19 was similar to that for men of the
same age. The incidence of suicide among
women in this age group increased
substantiallv in the 1960-1986 period,
though their 1986 suicide rate was still
below that for all groups of women aged
20 and over.

Male suicides more violent
Men generally employ more violent means
than women to commit suicide. In 1986,

38% of male suicides involved firearms
and another 27% were by hanging or
strangulation. In contrast, only 12% of
female victims used firearms, while 19%
cither hanged or strangled themselves.
Female suicide victims, on the other
hand, were more likelv than male victims
to use drugs, pills. or other medication. In
1986, more than a third of all female

vicums (37 %) compared with just 9% of |

men used these methods.

Another 13% of male and 10% of
female suicides involved poisoning by gas,
usually motor vehicle exhaust. The
renyaining 14% of male suicides and 23%
of female suicides were commiuted by

| other methods such as drowning. jumping

from high places, or stabbing.

Narrowing of provincial differences
Suicide rates have historically been higher
in the west than in the eastern or central
provinces. These differences. however,
have diminished in recent years, primarily
because of large increases in the incidence
of suicide in Quebec and New Brunswick.

Alberta had the highest suicide rate in
Canada in 1986 with 17.9 deaths per
100,000 population. The second-highest
rate (17.6) was reported in Quebec. This
was a major change from earlicr years
when Quebec’s rate was among the lowest
in Canada. For exampie, in 1975, there
were just 9.3 suicides per 100,000 popula-
tion in Quebec, the third lowest rate in the
country.

The incidence of suicide also increased
substantially in New Brunswick from 8.0

| suicides per 100,000 population in 1975

o 13.5in 1986.

Suicide rates in the remaining provinces
were cither stable or declined in the last
decade. As a result, rates in Ontario and
the other eastern provinces in 1980 were
just below those in British Columbia,
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. The excep-
tion to this was Newfoundland, where
there were only 4.0 suicides per 100.000
population.

Suicide high among Native Canadians

| Suicide rates are especially high among

Native people. In 1986, there were 56.3
suicides for every 100,000 Native men,
almost 2.5 umes the rate for all men (22.8).
At the same time, the rate for Native
women (11.8) was almost double the rate
for all women (6.4).

The incidence of suicide is particularty
high among young Native men, In 1986,
there were more than 100 suicides for
every 100,000 Native men aged 15-29.

Suicides in prisons

The suicide rate is also very high in federal
penitentiarics and provincial prisons. In
1986, 1 7 inmates in these institutions com-
mitted suicide; this represented a rate of
more than 60 suicides per 100,000 prison
population.

Renée Beneteau is a resedrch assistant with
Canadian Social Trends.
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by Dhruva Nagnur and Michael Nagrodski

ne way of measuring the effect of any

specific disease is to estimate the
number of years that would he added o
life expectancy if deaths from that disease
were deleted.! When these estimates are
catculated for all causes of death in
Canada, the detetion of deaths due to car
diovascular disease and cancer? result in,
by far, the largest gains in lite expectancy
In fact, the total gains to lifc expectancy
that would result if deaths from these two
discases were deleted is much greater than
that for all other diseases combined

The deletion of deaths due to car
diovascular disease alone would result in
the largest estimated gains in life expec-
tancy of any disease. However, the
number of vears that would have been
added to the average life expectancy ot
Canadians through the deletion of deaths
due to this disease has declined slightly in
recent vears
On the other hand, gains in life expec

tancy that would occur as a result of the
deletion of deaths due to cancer have con-
tinued to increase, although they are still
much snutller than those for cardio
vascular disease.

Cardiovascular disease
The deletnion of cardiovascular diseasce
deaths would have added an esumated

! The assumption is made tha aall causes of
death operate independently of one another A i
< Cardiovascular disease refers to all diseases in b - .
Chapter VI of the 9th revision of /nterna % "““ £
tional Classification of Diseases; cancer % ]
includes all diseases in Chapter 11 #
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13.1 years to the life expectancy of
women born in 1981 and 8.7 vears to that
of men. This would have raised the total
life expectancy of women to 92 years, and
that of men to 81 vears.

The potential number of vears of life
that would be gained by the deletion of
deaths due to cardiovascular disease.
though, has fallen in recent decades. For
example, the estimated increase for
women was highest in 1971 when almost
15 yvears would have been added to female
life expectancy. For men, the peak year
was 1961, when over 11 vears would have
been added to their life expectancy.

Current estimates of gains in life expec-
tancy that would occur if cardiovascular
disease deaths were deleted, however, are
still well above those recorded in the early
part of the century. In 1921, the elimina-
tion of deaths due to cardiovascular
discase would have added just 4 vears to
the life expectancy of both men and
women.

. Cancer

The deletion of deaths duc to cancer
would also add significantly to estimares
of life expectancy in Canada, although
these gains are considerably smaller than

| Years added
T

| Cardiovascular disease

g

Wx)m(h

1921 1931 1941

Source: Nagnur, D. and M Nagrodski, Cause-defeted Life Tables for Canada (1921-19817).
Siatistics Canada, Analylical Studies Branch, Research Paper No 13

1951 1961 1971 1981

those for cardiovascular disease. But while
gains in life expectancy attributable to the

- deletion of deaths due to cardiovascular

disease have declined in recent decades,
those for cancer have continued to
increase.

Eliminating cancer deaths would have
added 3.5 years to the life expectancy of
women bornin 1981, and 3.2 vears to that
of men. Ten vears carlier, the gains would
live been 3.1 vears for women and 2.7 for
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of total years added to life expectancy by the
major causes of death, 1921, 1971 and 1981

1 % Men

| 80—
60 —
a0 —

20 —

Other causes

Cancar

Cardiovascu i
‘Jisease

Women

1921

1971 1981

1921 1971 1981 |

Source: Nagnur, D and M Nagrodski, Cause-deleted Life Tables for Canada (1921-1981).
Statistics Canada. Analytical Studies Branch, Research Paper No 13

men, while in 1921, the gains would have
been 1.7 years for women and 1.2 for
men

Cardiovascular disease, cancer and
other diseases

The delenian of deaths due to cardio-
vasculur discase and cancer would have

A book about

added a towal of 16.6 vears to the life

! expectancy of women born in 1981,

whereas the deletion of all other causes of |
death combined would have added just
4.9 vears. The difference was not quite as
large for men; still, the estimated gain in |
male life expectancy as a result of the dele-
tion of cardiovascular disease and cancer

SeNIONS

and the ties that bind

(11.9 years) was over twice that of all other
causes of death combined (5.2 years.)
Of other causes of death, the elimina-
ton of accidental and violent deaths
(excluding motor vehicle accidents)
would have added the most to the life
expectancy of both men and women. The
climination of this cause of death would
have added 1.4 years to the life expec-
tancy of men born in 1981 and 0.7 years
to that of women. Increases to overall life
cxpectancy of both men and women were
very small for all other causes of death.

Conclusion

Cardiovascular disease and cancer far
outweigh all other causes of death in their
impact on life expectancy. As well, it is
probable that this will be the case over the
next several decades, particularly as the
proportion of the population aged 65 and
over continues to rise. Health care
priorities will inevitably continue to be
affected by these two diseases, especially
the growing importance of cancer as a
cause of death.

Both awutbors are with the Social cind Feomonic
Studies Division, Statistics Canada; Dhruva
Nagnur is a senior demograpber and Michael
Nagrodski is a technical officer.
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Companionship and mutual assistance -
these are the ties that bind seniors to family
and friends. It's their *“informal social sup-
port network' and you can read more
about it in a ground-breaking study,
Family and Friendship Ties Among

[J how seniors receive help with meals,
shopping, money management and
personal care;

0 how age, sex and education =
influence the amount of help given and
1

Camada’s Seniors: An Introductory Report  Teceived: and

af Findings from the General Social
Survey.

Find out . . .

I} how seniors give help through
volunteer work, donations, baby-sitting,
housework:;

Fumily and Friendship Ties Among Canada’s Seniors, Catalogue No. 89-508 is available
for $15 per copy (in Canada); $16 per copy (other countries) and can be ordered by
writing or mailing the enclosed order form to: Publication Sales, Statistics Canada,
Chtawa, Ontario K1A OT6. For faster service, using Visa or MasterCard. call
18002676677 Al cheques or money orders stotild be made pavable to the Receiver
General for Canada/Publications. For imore information aboul other Statstics Cangda
prublications, contict o Regional QUlice near vou

O how family and friendship ties
affect seniors’ health and
happiness.

STATISTICS CANADA

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS — WINTER 1988



I'n todav’s rapidly changing work
Henvironment, education does not
necessarily end once people leave school
and settle into 4 job. For many workers,

education is 4 lifelong process. Because of |

work or family responsibilities, however,
few adults are able to go back to school
full-time. As a result. many people seeking
to improve job-related skills, increase
earnings, or expand employment oppor-
tunities enroll in part-time courses. In
1985, 1.3 million Canadians, or more than
8% of the population aged 17-65, par-
ticipated in such programs.

People who are already relatively well-
educated, who are working full-time, or
who are employed in a professional or
technical occupation are also the most
likelv to continue their education through
part-time training. On the other hand,
much smaller proportions of those with
little formal education, who work in blue
collar jobs, or who are unemployed or not
in the labour force enroll in part-time
COUrSES.

Wide provincial variations

Participation in part-time training varied
across the country. About 11 % of people
aged 17-65 in Alberta took at least one
course in 1986, while the figure was
around 9% in British Columbia, Manitoba,
and Ontario. Participation rates in the
remaining provinces ranged from 7% in
Saskatchewun and Quebec to just 3% in
Newfoundland.

Training most common at ages 25-44
People aged 25-44 were the most likely to
enroll in part-time training courses. In

by Mary Sue Devereaux and Douglas J. Higgins

1985, 12% of 25-34-year-olds and 10% of
35-44-year-olds took at least one such
course. Participation in training was much
less common among vounger and older
age groups. For instance, only 6% of
people aged 17-24 or 45-54 took a part-
time training course, while the figure was
just 2% for 55-65-year-olds.

At most ages, men were more likely
than women to take a training course.

women. The exception to this pattern
occurred in the 17-24 age group where
8% of women compared with 5% of men
took ar teast one part-time coursc.

Married men, single women

There was also a contrast between the
part-time training activity of men and
women depending on their marital status.
In 1985, 10% of married men, compared

Among 25-34-year-olds, for example, 13% | with 7% of separated/divorced men and

of men and 11 % of women took a course,
while for those aged 35-44, the participa-
tion rate was 11% for men and 9% for

|

6% of those who were single, took a
course. The trend for women was just the
reverse. Close 1o 10% of both single and
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separated/divorced women participated in
a training program, compared with only
7% of married women,

These tendencies are related to the fact
that marricd men are more likely than men
in other marital categories to be in the
tabour force, while the opposite is the case
for women. Since training, by definition,
is undertaken for job-related reasons,
training rates are highest among married
men and lowest for married women.

Training for the well-educated

People were more likely o enroll in part-
time training it they already had a high
level of formal education. In 1985, 18%
of university graduates and 14% of college
graduates took a course, compared with
just 5% ol those who had not gone
bevond high school and fewer than 2% of
prople with less than Grade 9.

Full-time workers most likely to enroll
Because training is work-related, participa-
tion rates were highest among people who
were emploved, especially those with full-
time jobs. In 1985, almost 12% of full-time
workers enrolled in a part-time training
course. In comparison, the figure dropped
to 8% for part-time workers, 6% for the
unemploved. and just 2% for those not in
the labour force,

A professional activity

Participation in part-ume training was also
closely related to occupation. People in
white collar jobs, especially professional
and technical positions, were more likely

are also more likely than those in other jobs
to have a postsecondary education, which,
as noted earlier, is associated with high par-
tcipation rates in part-time training.

In 1985, 16% of people employed in
professional and technical occupations
Lok a part-time training course. This com-
pared with 10% of those in clerical posi-
tions. 8% in sales. and 6% of blue collar

workers.

in part-time adult training, by

% of populaton aged 17-65
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Source: Statistics Canada, Education. Cullure and Tounsm Dwision, Adult Traiming Survey, |

February, 1986

than other workers to take a course. Profes- I Service sector higher
sional and technical personnel, however, |

Training was more common among
people emploved in the service sector
than among those working in goods-
producing industries. In 1985, about 10%
of service sector workers, compared with
7% of goods-producing employees,
enrolled in a part-time training course.

Within the service sector, participation
in part-time training was particularly high
in non-commercial services such as educa-
tion, health and welfare, and public
administration, each of which has a high
concentration of well-educated, profes-
sional personnel. In 1985, 14% of workers
in these industries took at least once part-
time training course. In contrast, only 8%
of those employed in commercial services
took a course.

Business and commerce courses

most popular

The largest proportion of part-time adult
training courses were in business and com-
merce. [n 1985, 22% of all courses were in
these areas. Technology/trades and data
processing each accounted for another 10%
of courses, while 8% were in medical/dental
subjects, 7% were in each of the humanities
and social sciences, 6% were in
mathematics/science/engineering, and 5%
were in secretarial science.

While business and commerce courses
were the first choice of both men and
women, there were differences in the
ather types of training chosen by each sex.
While a relatively high percentage of men
cnrolled in technology/trades (18%), few
women were attracted to this field. Alter-
natively, 10% of women, but virtually no
men, took courses in secretarial science.
Much of this variation, though, likely
reflects differences in the occupational dis-
tribution of men and women.

Employers leading providers

A large proportion of part-tiine training
was provided by emplovers. In 1985, 34 %
of all those who took a course participated
in an employer-sponsored program.
Another 21% took community coliege
courses, 17% took university courses, and
11 % enrolled in courses given by unions
professional associations. The
remaining 17% attended courses at other
institutions including vocational, com-
mercial, and private schools.

The likelihood of taking employer-
sponsored courses increased with the size
of the firm. Of course-takers working in
firms with more than 500 employees,
close to half (49%) participated in
employer-sponsored programs; this

ar
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compared with just 15% of course-takers
emploved in firms with fewer than 20
waorkers.

Paying the price

The majority of part-time training courses,
about TO%. required tuition, while the
renining 30% were free. Courses offered
by employers were the most likely to be
free; just under 70% of these courses

centailled no tees. By contrast. 9324 ar more
of all university and community college

| courses required payment.

For courses which did require tuition,
60% were paid for by the participants,
while employers paid for 30%, and the
remaining 4% were funded by other
sources.

Emplovers were most likely to finance
the training of full-time workers. They

' part-time cowses taken by men and women, 1945

Course

Business/commerce
Technology/trades

Data processing

Medical/dental

Humanities

Social sciences
Mathematics/science/engineering
Secretarial science

Safety

Upgrading/orientation

Other

Don't know/not stated/not applicable
Total

Total number of participants

Men Women Total
0/0

23 22 22

18 21 10

11 8 10

6 11 8

6 9 7

5 8 7

7 5 6

10 5

6 3

2 21 2

12 20 17

3 21 3

100 100 100

635,000 1,342,000

707,000

1 pata are subject to considerable sampling error and should be used with caution.
-- Data are based on too small a sample to be statistically reliable.
Saurce: Statistics Canada, Education, Culture and Tourism Division, Adult Training Survey, February 1986.

patd for 44% ot the courses taken by those
who worked full-time, compared with
only 14% of courses taken by part-time
workers. The overwhelming majority
(88%) of training participants who were
unemploved or not in the labour force
paid their own way.

Employer-sponsored courses shorter
The median duration of part-time training
courses was 39 hours. The length of
courses, though, varied for different pro-
viders. Courses sponsored by emplovers,
as well as those supplied by unions and
professional associations, had a median
duration of 24 hours. University and com-
munity college courses tended to be
longer, with median durations of 48 and
45 hours, respectively.

The variation in course length is related
to the type of training provided by dif-
ferent sponsors. Emplovers, unions and
professional associations usually offer
highly job-specific training, whereas many
university and community college courses
are more theoretical and hence, last
longer.

Mary Sue Devereaux is a Managing Editor
of Canadian Social Trends and Douglas J.
Higgins is Chief of the Projections and
Analysis Section, Education, Culture and
Tourism Division, Statistics Canada.
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SOCIAL INDICATORS

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
Cuomén, M | (000s) 240425 243417 245831  24787.2 249782 251654 253530 259233
| Annual growth (%) =2 =07 1.0 08 0.8 0.7 0.7 2.2°
__lﬂmigratiF_ _13807% 129,466 134,920 105.286 87.504 84.062 88.051 150.804°
Fingraton’ 51,060 43609 45,338 50,249 48,826 46,252 44,816 41,440°
 Buih rate (per 1.000) il ‘ 3 by
Marriage rate (per 1.000) A : . 7.6
~ Divarce rate (per 1.000) =5 y . 2.9
Families experiencing unemployment (000s) 986
| Total employment (000s) 10,708 11,006 10644 10,734 11,000 11,311 11,634 11.955
- gouds sector (000s) 3514 3,581 3.260 3,209 3,309 3.348 3417 3.489
- services seclor (000s) A = 7,194 7,425 7384 7525 7682 - 7okat L L 2L L 8465
Totai unemployment (000s) 865 898 1,314 1,448 1 399 1328 1,236 1,167
'dnemploymem rale o A=A a2 11.0 1.9 | 105 9.6 =B
_:’qn_nme employment (%a) I S G, 14.4 154 154 15.5 156 152
Women's participation rate 50.4 517 51 7 52.6 53.5 54.3 55 1 " 56. 2
Hosanization rate = % of paid workers 322 329 333 357 351 34.4

e tlly o -
‘.i. ﬂ D vt I‘H neame

1986 $ 37.855 36923 35420 34862 34828 35455 36.042
122 12.0 132 | 140 145 13.3 _123
Wannens it Emningt ad a % of men's - 63.6 64.0 - (¢ 64.9 58 0 ¥

enrolment (000s) 5.106.3 5,024.2 4,994.0 49749 4.946.1 4,927.8 4,938.0

i postsesucy cnrolment (000s) 6434 675.3 722.0 766.7 7028 7898 796.9 8059°

 Docloral degrees awarded 1738 1816 1713 1821 1878 2000 2218 2383 |
" Gavernment expenditure nn education
(LAEF $000,000% 280054 28.950.0 20.475.2 28 980.6 311125 29.675.3 30.227.9

Siloih omes fo 146,001
- e R 223 234 a4 =20i6" - - 2208
- women 6.8 6.8 64 63 6.1 _ 34 64 _' )
% af populanon 15+ who are regular
cigarette smokers - men L . —= L 360 3 340 SR 33.1 308 ]
| - women - 289 =l I 28.3 - Dl TR 25 8 - 3
Government expenditure on health

BT $000,00:% 24.416 9 259825 270469 28.501.8 28.488.5 30.599.6 31,0351 31.858.1

Cridn dates (prr 100.000)

= vilent 648 666 685 892 714 749 808 856
- property 5, 551 = 5171_3 5. 955 5.7 717 4 ,,5j,0,7_ o 560 S, 714 = =) 731
- homicide

Expenditures on suciil programmes’

(1987 $000,000) 1189846  121,6289 1301730 1363957  138037.3 1448470 1455639 1472074
- a5 a % of total expenditures 575 570 580 594 560 589 593 600 |
| asavolGDP . 47 24.7 279 285 274 278 215 267 |
[ Ul beneficiaries (000s) 22741 24324 31231 33961 32219 31815 31367 30799
DAS/GIS beneficianes™ (000s) 22360 23028 23686 24257 24909 25685 26522 27485
Canada Assistance Plan heneficiaries”

(000 1.334 3 1,418 4 1.502.8 18329 18949 19233 1,892.9 19029
(;Uﬂ( 1081 5} - memsl % change +15 +37 -32 +32 +6.3 +4.6 +32 +40 |
Annuw nfiation ralg ("'oJ e l2 5 _1_0_1-3 > 58 44 40 a1 44
~ Urban housing starts 125,013 142, 441 104,792 134,207 110,874 139,408 170 363 215,340

Notavalaue * Not yet available; P Prebminary estimates; ™ Figures as of March.
FotyeaerdeaySlst
’mmwmmmmwm Socsal Services. Education; Recreation and Cufture.

STATISTICS CANADA CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS — WINTER 1988



32

For enquiries and information call the
Statistics Canada Regional Office nearest you:
Newfoundland and Labrador

St. John's, Newfoundland -
1-709-T72-4073 or 1-800-563-4255
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island

Halifax. Nova Scotiz - 1-902-426-5331 or
1-800-565-T192

Quebec

Montreal, Québec — 1-514-283-5725 or
1-800-361-2831

Nipissing (Ont.)

Sturgeon Falls. Ontario — 1-705-753-3200
Southern Ontario

Toronto. Ontario - 1-416-973-6586 or
1-800-268-1151

Manitoba

Winnipeg, Manitoba - 1-204-983-4020 or
1-800-542-3404

Saskatchewan

Regina, Saskatchewan - 1-306-780-5405 or
[-800-667-7104

Alberta and Northwest Territories
Edmonton. Alberta - 1-403-495-3027 or
1-800-282-3907

N.W.T. — Call collect 403-495-3028
Southern Alberta

Calgary. Alberta 1-403-292-6717 or
1-800-472-9T08

British Columbia and Yukon
Vancouver, British Columbia -
1-604-666-369 1 or

1-800-663-1551 (except Atlin)

Yukon and Atlin. British Columbia -
Zenith 08913

National Capital Region
1.613951-81106

...make surc we know where to find
vou by filling out the inserted reply
card in the centre of the publication.
If the reply card is no longer
attached, please forward the neces-
sary information (subscriber’s
name, old address, new address,
telephone number and client refer-
ence number) to:

PUBLICATIONS SALES,

STATISTICS CANADA,

OTTAWA, ONTARIO,

K1A OTé6.
We require six weeks advance
notice to ensure uninterrupted
delivery, so please keep us informed

when you're on the move!
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SELECTED
REFERENCE
PUBLICATIONS

USED IN THIS

Catafogue No. Title Price ($ Can.)
In Else-

Canada  where
71-001 The Labour Force $22.00 $24.00
71-529 Labour Force Annual Averages $27.80 $33.35
71-535 The Decline of Unpaid Family Work
{No. 2) in Canada $24.00 $25.00
81-204 Universities: Enroiment and Degrees $20.00 $21.00
84-205 Marriages and Di>vorces: Vital Statistics $12.00 $13.00 .
84-206 Mortality: Summary List of Causes $31.00 $32.00 -
BE R . Bl sohrEs : $30.00 $31.50

To order publications, dial toll-free 1-800-267-6677

Coming in future issues. .
¢ Dual-earner families

* Language profile of Canadians
¢ Impaired driving offences

¢ Self-employment

¢ The service economy in the 1980s

Corrections: Autumn 1988 Issue {(p 34) - In the 1able Percemage of houscholds with new
necessities, 1987, the last line should read:

NHd. P.EJl. NS. NB. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Canads
Total households 168 43 313 246 2,530 3,451 405 378 872 1,149 9,556
{000s)

In the chart (p. 3+4). Percentage of selected family households with new necessities, 1987,
the legend for lune-parent households should be blue, and for other family houscholds, it
should be grey
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Changes in Fertility Among Canada’s Linguistic Groups

Living Arrangements of Canada'’s “Dider Elderly” Population
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1986 Census Highlights: Marital Status
Common-law Unions: Nearly Half a Million in 1986
Female Lone Parenthood: The Duration of Episodes
Divorce Rates in Canada
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Job Displacement

The Help-Wanted index

Unionization in Canada

Annual Update on Labour Force Trends
Employment of Disabled Canadians
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HEALTH

Therapeutic Abortion in Canada

AIDS in Canada

Trends in Cancer Since 1970

Cardiovascular Disease, Cancer and Life Expectancy
Trends in Suicide

JUSTICE

Wife Abuse

Violent Crime

liiegal Drug Use in Canada

TOURISM & CULTURE

Passenger Traffic on Commercial Air Services
The Film Industry
Travel Within Canada
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Loss of Prime Agricultural Land:
The Example of Southern Ontario

Lotteries in Canada
New Necessities: Popular Household Appliances
Public Opinion on Abgriginal Peoples’ Issues in Canada
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