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Canadian Economic Observer

The most extensive and timely information source for
O O er people who want objective facts and analysis on the
Canadian Economy... every month.
Current economic conditions
mon Brief, "to the point” a current update summary of the
economy's performance including trend analyses on

employment, output, demand and the leading indicator.

Feature articles
In-depth research on current business and economic issues:

business cycles, employment trends, personal savings,
business investment plans and corporate concentration.

the Canadian | womew.

Statistical tables, charts and graphs cover national
accounts, output, demand, trade, labour and financial

Economy | =

Regional analysis
Provincial breakdowns of key economic indicators.

)
as t S muC International overview
Digest of economic performance of Canada's most

important trading partners — Europe, Japan and the U.S.

tO Offer Economic and statistical events
Each month, CEQ also publishes a chronology of current

events that will affect the economy, and information notes
about new products from Statistics Canada.

Consult with an expert

The names and phone numbers of the most appropriate
Statistics Canada contacts are provided with each data
table in the statistical summary; not only can you read the
data and the analysis, you can talk to the experts about it.

The Canadian Economic Observer

{Catalogue no. 11-010) is $220 annually in Canada, US$260
in the United States and US$310 in other countries.

To order, write Publication Sales, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6 or contact the nearest Statistics
Canada Regional Reference Centre listed in this
publication.

For faster service, fax your order to 1-613-951-1584.
Or call toll free at 1-800-267-6677 and use your
VISA or MasterCard.



Cover: Edgars Store (1981} oil on canvas, © Horst
Guilhauman.

About the artist:

Born in West Germany (1936), Horst Guithauman
received his initial education in graphic arts in
Germany. Mr. Guilhauman immigrated to Canada
in 1967 and has established himself as a leading
exponent of ‘renouveau romantique’ painting in

Canada. His work is story-telling at its best, as he |

captures his subjects in their own intimate environ-
ment. He currently resides in Eganville, Ontario.
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CANADIANS
TRAVELLING
————— ABROAD

by Jillian Oderkirk |

> F

c:mudi:ms are travelling interna-
tionally more often than ever
before. Although most trips arc¢
taken to the United States, non
traditional destinations such as
Japan and South America are
becoming more popular. Day trips
|| the United States, in particular,
i have risen rapidly in recent years
Pleasure, recreation, or holiday is the
purpose of most international travel.

Canadians travel more often to
other countries, stay for longer
periods of time, and spend more
money than do foreign visitors to
Canada. Spending differences have
led to a large annual outflow of
funds from the Canadian economy
This deficit will likely continue
growing if the number of Canadians
travelling internationally continues
to increase faster than the number
of foreign visitors to Canada

Among Canadians, older and
retired people travel the most, per-
haps because they have more time
or money available for travel. As this
age group forms an increasing pro
portion of the population, the
overall number of international trips
is expected to increase
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International travel growing

During the 1980s, international travel by
Canadian residents became more com-
mon, while travel to Canada declined. In
1990, Canadians took 74 million trips (2.8
per person) to destinations in the United
States and overseas, more than twice the
number of trips taken in 1980. In contrast,
trips to Canada by foreign residents
decreased 7% to 38 million. As a result,
the number of Canadian trips to foreign
countrics in 1990 was almost double the

number of trips to Canada. This was a

visitors. Furthermore, this travel deficit

reversal of the travel pattern earlier in the | almost quadrupled over the decade, rising

decade. In 1980, trips to Canada exceeded
those out of the country by 11%.

Travel deficit growing

Canadians are spending increasingly more
money outside of the country than foreign
residents are spending in Canada. In 1990,
Canadian international travellers spent
$12 billion abroad, $4.5 billion more than
was brought into the country by foreign
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from $1.2 billion in 1980.

A travel deficit is not necessarily a sign
of poor economic health, because like
people in other western countries with a
large travel deficit, such as the former
West Germany and Japan, Canadians
enjoy a high standard of living and are able
to travel.

Most overnight travel is leisure

The majority of Canadian overnight trav-
ellers to international destinations are
tourists. In 1989, 58% of all overnight
travellers gave leisure (pleasure, recrea-
tion, or holiday) as the major reason for
their trip.! Throughout the decade, lei-
sure travel accounted for about 56% of
international trips.

Other major reasons given for overnight
travel to international destinations include
visiting friends and relatives, and business.
Throughout the 1980s, visiting friends and
relatives accounted for about 24% of
international trips, while business travel
accounted for about 11%.

Domestic leisure trave! declining

In contrast to the increasing prevalence of
international leisure travel, such travel
within Canada declined during the 1980s.
From 1980 to 1989, overnight leisure trips
taken by Canadians to international
destinations increased 53 %. Over roughly
the same period, the number of overnight
leisure trips taken by Canadians within the
country declined 6% to 24 million.

Rising travel costs within Canada likely
contributed to the increase in the number
of tourists heading out of the country. The
cost of travel within Canada, adjusted for
inflation, rose 81% from 1980 to 1989
according to the travel price index, which
includes accommodation, transportation,
food and beverage, and other travel costs.
The corresponding increase within the
United States was just 57%.

The increase in the cost of air transpor-
tation within Canada was almost double
that of international flights. From the
second quarter of 1983 to the second
quarter of 1990, an average fare between
two Canadian cities increased 57%,
compared with a 32% increase in the fare
from a Canadian city to one outside the
country. Similarly, discount fares rose
51% within Canada, but just 27% for
international destinations.

I Detailed breakdown for 1990 noi yet
available.

STATISTICS CANADA
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Travel to the U.S. dominates

The United States is the most popular
destination for Canadian international
travellers, accounting for 96% of all inter-
national trips in 1990. This is not surprising,
given that most of Canada's population is
concentrated near the U.S. border.

Canadian travellers go to the United
States in greater numbers every year for its
warmer climate, varied attractions, and
lower prices. Retail gasoline prices, in par-
ticular, are much lower in the United
States than in Canada, making automobile
travel more attractive. Also, the oppor-
tunity to shop on Sunday draws people
from provinces with Sunday shopping
restrictions.

From 1987 to 1990, the United States
became even more attractive to Canadians
because the value of the Canadian dollar
improved relative to the U.S. dollar.
During this period, the number of trips
taken by Canadians grew rapidly, while
travel by Americans to Canada declined.

Rapid growth in U.S. day trips

The number of day trips to the United
States has been rising rapidly. In 1990,
Canadians took 53 million trips (200 for
every 100 Canadians) of less than 24 hours
to the United States, a 90% increase from
1980. Most of this growth occurred from
1987 to 1990. On the other hand, Amer-
icans took just 22 million day trips (9 for
every 100 Americans) to Canada, a
decrease of 18% since 1980.

Canadians travelling to the United States
for the day spent $557 million overall in
1989. This was more than the $388 million
American same-day travellers spent in
Canada. However, Americans spent more
per trip than did Canadians: $17 versus $13.

Overnight travel to U.S. up
Canadians also took more overnight trips
to the United States during the 1980s than
Americans took to Canada. In 1990, 17 mil-
lion overnight trips (65 for every 100
Canadians) to the United States were
taken, an increase of 54% from 1980.
Again, growth was concentrated from
1987 to 1990. Americans travelling to
Canada in 1990 took just 12 million trips
(5 for every 100 Americans), an increase
of 12% from 1980; however, from 1987
to 1989, small annual declines occurred.
The difference between the travel
patterns of Americans and Canadians
becomes magnified when the length of the
trip is considered. Each year during the
1980s, the average Canadian overnight
trip to the United States lasted over seven
nights, while American trips to Canada
averaged fewer than five nights.

Overall, Canadian overnight travellers
also spend more money in the United
States than Americans spend in Canada. In
1989, Canadians spent $5.1 billion, while
American overnight travellers spent $3.6
billion in Canada. However, Americans
spent more per night than Canadians: $67
compared with $45.

Border states and sun-spots most popular
The most popular destinations of over-
night travellers to the United States are

border states and sun-spots. In 1989, New
York was the most visited state (14% of all
visits of one or more nights), followed by
Florida (10%), Washington (9%), Michigan
(6%), Maine (5%), and California (4%).
Canadians, however, spend more nights
in Florida than in any other state, and its
popularity has been increasing. In 1989,
there were almost five times as many
nights spent in Florida (43 million) as in
California, the state with the second
longest overnight stays. From 1980 to

Millions of trips

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 66-201.
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Florida snowbirds!
In 1989, 16% of all visits to Florida
were made by Canadian seniors aged
65 and older. These seniors are often
referred to as seasonal migrants, or
snowbirds, rather than tourists,
because of the lengih of their visits.

A survey of seasonal migrants to
Florida was conducted in February
19806 by Victor Marshall, Department
of Behavioral Sciences, University of
Toronto and colleagues from the
University of Miami and the Univer-
sity of South Florida. Questionnaires
were mailed to 4,500 anglophone
subscribers of Canada News, a
Florida-based weekly paper, and were
completed by 61% of those surveved.

Of the snowbirds surveyed, 76%
were retired and had the time avail-
able for long visits. In 1986, the
typical snowbird visit lasted almost
six months, beginning in November
and ending in May. This duration gave
seniours 4 break from the Canadian
winter without jeopardizing their
access to Canadian medical care
insurance (six month residency in
Canada is required for continued
entitlement). According to the survey,
64 % of seniors reported limiting their
time spent outside of Canada to main-
tain eligibility for this insurance.

Living arrangements of snowbirds
in Florida varied in 1986, Fifty-six
percent lived in mobile home com-
munities, 22% in condominiums,
15% in single-residence homes, and
5% in rented apartments. Three-
quarters of snowbirds owned their
own residence in Florida.

Most snowbirds (90%) were mar-
ried and living with their spouse.
Spousal ties may be important given
the separation from other family
members migration to Florida often
presents. When in Canada, 60% of
snowbirds have children living within
80 km of their home, but in Florida
only 2% of seniors have children
living that close to them. Many
seniors compensate for the loss of
family contact by forming friendships.
In Florida, over 70% of seniors have
one or more close friends living
nearby, and the same percentage
reported close friends among Florida's
permanent residents.,

I Tucker, R.D., Marshall, V.W_, Longino
Jr., C.F., and Mullins, L.C. (1988). “Older
Anglophone Canadian Snowbirds in
Florida: A Descriptive Profile’”. Cana-
dian Journal on Aging, 7:3, 218-232.

STATISTICS CANADA

1989, Florida accounted for an increasing
share of all nights spent in the United
States, rising to 37% from 28%.

At the same time, overall expenditure in
Florida also increased. In 1989, 29% of all
annual Canadian spending in the United
States was in Florida, up from 24 % in 1980.

Overseas travel growing

Although the United States remains the
most popular international destination for
Canadians, overseas travel has been
growing. From 1980 to 1990, the number
of overnight trips to international destina-
tions other than the United States doubled
to 3.2 million trips (12 for every 100 Cana-
dians). This exceeded the 54% increase in
the volume of overnight travel to the
United States.

Particularly rapid growth in overseas
travel occurred between 1983 and 1987,
when the value of the Canadian dollar
increased compared to major world cur-
rencies. During this period, the number of
trips grew annually by about 15% with
one exception: in 1986, the year of the
World Exhibition in Vancouver, the
number of international trips remained
constant.

Similarly, more overseas travellers are
visiting Canada. In 1990, they took 3.3
million overnight trips to Canada, an
increase of 51% from 1980. Most of this
growth occurred from 1986 to 1988. The
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majority of overseas travellers to Canada
came from the United Kingdom, Japan,
Germany, and France.

Although the number of overseas trips
taken by Canadians is roughly equal to the
number of trips taken by overseas visitors
to Canada, the average length of trips by
Canadians is longer. From 1980 to 1989,
the average trip taken by a Canadian toan
overseas destination lasted about three
weeks; however, during the same period,
residents of overseas countries stayed in
Canada an average of just two weeks.
During their stay, Canadians spent more
money in foreign countries than foreign
residents spent in Canada. In 1989, Cana-
dians spent $3 billion abroad, while
overseas visitors spent $2 billion in
Canada.

Non-traditional destinations rising

Most Canadians travelling overseas went
to Continental Europe (26% of all trips),
the United Kingdom (14%), and Bermuda
and the Caribbean (20%); however, other
destinations are growing in popularity.
From 1980 to 1989, the number of trips
taken to South America increased six
times to 6% of all 1989 overseas trips.
Trips to Asia and Central America tripled,
accounting for 6% and 0.6% of all over-
seas travel, respectively.

Although more trips were taken to Con-
tinental Europe than to the United
Kingdom, more nights were spent in the
United Kingdom than in any other loca-
tion. Each year from 1980 to 1989,
between 18% and 24% of all overseas

Overnight trips
per 100 people

Under 20

20-44

114

45-64

Age group
Source: Statistics Canada, Education, Cufture, and Tourism Division, unpublished data.

nights were spent there; France ranked
second with 8% to 10% of all nights.

People aged 45-64 travel most

Canadians aged 45-64 are the mostactive
travellers. In 1989, 114 international trips
of one or more nights were taken for every
100 people aged 45-64. Seniors aged 65
and over and people aged 20-44 were the
next most frequent international travellers
with 73 trips for every 100 people in these
age groups.

Canadians aged 45 and over tend to have
higher incomes and/or more time available
to travel than do other people. In 1989, the
average income of families whose heads
were aged 45-54 was 860,000, higher than
that of any other age group. Also, although
most people aged 45-54 are still employed,
they tend to have the necessary number
of years of service with an emplover to
attain longer vacations. In the mid-1980s,
62% of office employces and 56% of non-
office employees were offered four weeks
of paid vacationafter 10 or more years of
service to their employer.

Families with heads aged 55-59 had an
average income of $54,000, also exceed-
ing the national average ($49,000), while
the average income of those aged 60-64
was $36,000. People aged 55 and over
tend to be not employed, potentially
leaving them with more time available for
travel. In 1989, 75% of people aged 55
and over were not employed.

Increased travelling among seniors
Seniors’ participation in international

1980
1989

65 and over Total E
J

travel increased the most from 1980 o
1989. During this period, the number of
international trips taken for every 100
people aged 65 and over climbed 50%.
The increase among people aged 45-64
was 41 %, while a 1 5% increase occurred
among adults aged 20-44.

International travel during the 1980s
may have been more affordable than
before because of several economic and
demographic changes, such as increases in
real family incomes and decreases in
family size. From 1980 to 1983, the
economy experienced arecession and the
average income of families, adjusted for
inflation, declined 5%; however, since
then, real family incomes increased 11 %
to reach $49,000 in 1989. From 1980 to
1989, average family size declined to 3.1
people from 3.3, and the average number
of children under 18 in families declined
to 0.9 from |.1, potentially reducing
family expenses.

Men travel more

During the 1980s, men travelled more
often than women to destinations both in
the United States and overseas. In 1989,
73 international overnight trips were
taken for every 100 men, while 67 trips
were taken for every 100 women. An even
greater difference existed between the

Canada’s place in the sun?

During the 1970s, and again in 1987,
proposals were made to consider
forming an economic and political |
link with the Turks and Caicos
Islands, a small semi-autonomous
British colony consisting of eight
islands and 40 small cays scattered
between the Dominican Republic
and the Bahamas. In 1987, the Turks
and Caicos Development Organiza-
tion expressed an interest in forming
a relationship with Canada which
would have allowed both countries
to retain their independence. Cana-
dians would have gained 4 vacation
and retirement destination where
they could have spent Canadian |
dollars.

The 1987 proposal was studied by
both a informal committee of
members of the House of Commons
and the Standing Senate Committee
on Foreign Affairs. The determina-
tion was that it was inappropriate to
take action on this issue. [n 1988, an
estimated 4,100 Canadians visited
the Islands, up from approximately
2,200 in 1986.
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travel rates of men and women aged 55
and over. In 1989, 107 international trips
were taken for every 100 men aged 55 and
over, while 80 trips were taken for every
100 women of this age

Although men travelled more often than
women, the difference decreased during
the 1980s. The travel rate for women was
9% less than that for men in 1989, com-
pared with a 14% gap in 1980

The disparity between travel rates of
be linked to dif
In

men and women may
ferences in employment and incomg
1989, business trips accounted for 18% of
the overnight international trips taken by
men, compared with just 6% of trips taken
by women. Men also tend to have higher
and hence more financial
resources available for international
travel, than do women. In 1989, the aver-

age income of an unattached man was

incomes,

$23.000, compured with 18,000 for an |
unattached woman.

Most travellers from Ontario and |
British Columbia

Residents of provinces with higher per
capita incomes are most likely to travel
internationally. Also, travel is more
common among residents of provinces
with major cities located near the U.S.
border. In 1989, the most frequent over-
night travellers to the United States were
from British Columbia (83 trips for every
100 residents), Manitoba (77), and Ontario
(71). On the other hand, the Atlantic pro-
vinces had the lowest travel rate, with just
30 trips to the United States for every 100
residents. The most frequent overseas
travellers, for every 100 residents of each
province, were from Ontario (16), Quebec
(11), and British Columbia (11). In 1989,

residents of Saskatchewan travelled
overseas the least, taking just four trips per
100 residents.

Neighbourhood travel patterns

People from neighbourhoods with large
concentrations of allophones (people
whose mother tongue is neither English
nor French) were more likely than other
Canadians to travel overseas. According to
the Canadian Travel Survey and the
Census, 16% of the trips taken by people
from these neighbourhoods in 1986 were
to overseas destinations, while such travel
represented just 1 % to 7% of the trips taken
by people from other neighbourhoods

Jillian Oderkirk is an Assistant Editor with
Canadian Social Trends.
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T e T,
FRENCH IMMERSION

PROGRAMS

by Kim Dietrich

French immersion enrol-

ment in Canada increased
throughout the 1980s, making
up a growing proportion of all
second language students. As
well, many of the second
language programs established
in recent years are immersion
rather than other second |

il language programs.
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Immersion programs allow students to
develop high levels of skill and confidence
in French. As well, immersion students are
more likely to become bilingual than those
in a regular second language program,
although native fluency cannot necessarily
be expected.

Second language instruction

In French immersion programs, students
learn French by receiving 25% or more of
their caily instruction in French. In regular

000s
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second language programs, students take
French as one of their subjects for less than
25% of the school day. Immersion gener-
ally starts at one of three entry points:
early (Kindergarten or Grade 1), middle
(Grade 4), or late (Grade 6 or 7). Second
language acquisition does not appear to
depend on when a student enters the pro-
gram. Researchers at a 1989 conference on
“Bilingualism, Multiculturalism and
Second Language Learning’’ at McGill
University emphasized that no one star-

| | | I J

o]
1980-81 1982-83

1 Data for Alberta are not available prior to 1983-84.
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 81-257.
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ting point can be singled out as “‘the best
for atl children™.!

Immersion enrolment

Public school enrolment declined during
the first half of the 1980s, coincident with
the decrease in the school-age popula-
tion, before resuming its upward trend in
1985-86. In contrast, French immersion
enrolment maintained a steady rate of
increase throughout the decade. By
1988-89, it had more than tripled,
reaching 228,000 students nationwide.
That year, immersion students made up
12% of enrolment in second language
programs, up from 5% in 1980-81.

More schools offer immersion

The number of public schools offering
French immersion programs has also
continued to rise. By 1988-89, 1,744 or
16% of public schools (excluding French
schools for francophones) offered the
program, up from about 3% of schools
in 1980-81. The provinces with the
greatest availability of French immersion
were New Brunswick (37% of schools)

' and Prince Edward Island (34%). At the

other end of the scale, only 6% of public
schools in Newfoundland and 7% in
Saskatchewan offered French immersion
programs.

Participation increasing
Students are now more likely than in the
past to be enrolled in French immersion
programs. Between [980-81 and [988-89,
participation in French immersion
increased to 6% from 2% of eligible
students (non-francophone students).
Participation in French immersion is
much higher in elementary than in secon-
dary schools. In 1988-89, 10% of eligible
elementary students in Canada were
enrolled in French immersion programs,
up from 3% in 1980-81. The participation
rate for secondary students, still relatively
low at 3% in 1988-89, was about seven
times greater than it had been 1980-81.

Provincial variations

Throughout the 1980s, increases in pat-
tcipation in French immersion programs
were relatively uniform across the prov-
inces, although considerable provincial
differences still exist. In 1988-89, New
Brunswick (18%) and Prince Edward
Island (13 %) had the largest proportions
of students enrolled in French immersion
programs. Participation was lowest in

I Commissioner of Official Languages Annual
Report, Catalogue SF1-1989, Minister of
Supply and Services Canada.

STATISTICS CANADA

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS — AUTUMN 1991




10

Second language instruction in Quebec
English language education in Quebec
is compulsory in Grades 4 through
11, but is relatively uncommon in
carlier grades. Generally, English is
taught as one of a student's subjects,
and English immersion programs do
not exist in Quebec. However, some
school boards in Quebec offer an
intensive English language program
to students in Grades S and 6, where
students study all their subjects in
English for five months. In 1988, 21
school boards offered this program.
Testing revealed that students in the
program outperformed those in
traditional language programs in
fluency and other measures of their
English skills. However, it has not
yet been determined if there are
detriments to learning the other sub-
jects over the five-month program.
French immersion is offered in
Quebec, and in 1988-89, 20% of non-
francophone public school students
were enrolled in these programs.

CANADIAN SDCIAL TRENDS — AUTUMN 1991
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Nova Scotia and Newfoundland (3% in
cach province).

French immersion funding

| Acting on the recommendations of the

i Royal Commission on Bilingualism and
Biculturalism in 1970, the federal govern-
ment agreed to provide financial support
to the provinces o initiate, develop and
maintain bilingual programs in education.
Until 1982-83, federal financial assistance
provided to the provincial governments
was based on average provincial educa-
tion costs and enrolment levels. Federal
support programs for specific provincial
activities and iniuatives also existed. How-
ever, in 1982-83, important changes took
place in the way French immersion
programs were funded. As of that year,
federal funding provided to the provinces
for French immersion programs was based
on full-time equivalents. Each province
has its own criteria for funding at the
provincial level.

Elementary students are considered full-
time equivalents if they are enrolled in an
immersion program with 75% or more of
the instruction in French. For secondary
students, 60% of instruction must be in
the second language. For Kindergarten
programs, where students’ instruction
time consists of half that of regular pro-
grams, a student is considered half of a full-
time equivalent.

For 1990-91, the federal government
provided $170 per elementary full-time
equivatent and $264 per secondary full-
time equivalent. These amounts increased
from $167 and $259, respectively, in
1988-89.

The amount of funding provided by the
federal government for regular second
language programs is much lower than
that provided for immersion. In 1990-91,
the-amount given for each second
language program full-time equivalent was
$98 at the elementary level and $144 at the

| sccondary level.

Kim Dietrich is a research assistant with
Canadian Social Trends.
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CARING
FOR
CHILDREN

by Mary Anne Burke, Susan Crompton,
Alison Jones and Katherine Nessner

he increase in the number of
employed women with children and
of children being raised in families with
just one parent has created a need for alter-
natives to the “'stay-at-home” mother form
of child care
Such care can be provided in many
forms, from licensed day care centres and
licensed family care homes, to care pro-
vided in structured activities, such as
nursery schools, kindergartens and
before- and after-school programs, to

| private care by a nanny, neighbour or

relative. Most parents in need of child care
services turn to informal, privately
arranged types of care, as opposed to
formal day care settings. The charges for
such unlicensed care may sometimes fall
outside of normal business practices and
form part of the so-called “underground
economy’’. For the most part, this kind of
care is less expensive than care in a
licensed space, unless a family is able to
obtain a licensed space with fees sub-
sidized by the government. Informal care
also tends to be used more for short-term
care than is licensed care.
In 1990, there were more than 1.3
nillion preschoolers (under age 6)and 1.7
million school-age children (aged 6-12)
whose mothers were in the {abour force,
Thus, as many as 3 million children may
have been in need of alternate child care
arrangements, up from 2.6 million in
1985, and 1.4 million in 1971.
However, in 1990, there were just
321,000 licensed spaces, up from 298,000
in 1985, 109,000 in 1980 and just 17,000
in 1971. Only a fraction of children in
need of alternate forms of care were in
licensed spaces in 1990. That year, just
18% of preschool chitdren with mothers
in the labour force were in licensed family
or centre day care full-time, up from 179

/
0

| in 1989 and 4% in 1981.
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Day care spaces

Throughout the 1980s, the majority of
licensed spaces were for young children.
In 1990, 178,000 spaces or 55% of
licensed spaces were for three- to five-
year-olds. An additional 47,000 spaces
(15%) were reserved for children under
three years of age, down from 50,212 in
1989. Care for children under three
represents a high-cost, labour-intensive care
which can cost parents as much as one-third
more than the cost for an older child.

000s
350 —

300
250
200
150
100

50

1973 1973 1978

1 No data availabie for 1981.

1981

Source: Heaith and Wetfare Canada, National Day Care Information Centre.

Nonetheless, there has been a shift
towards licensed spaces for older
children. In 1990, there were 96,000
spaces for children aged 6-12, up from
75,000 in 1989, and 38,000 in 198S. As of
1990, school-age day care accounted for
30% of spaces, up from 25% in 1989 and
20% in 1985.

These were not distributed evenly by
province, however. In 1990, almost one-
third of spaces reserved for school-age
children were in Quebec. In large part, this

Family day

Day care

1984 1987 1990

Sitters!

Kindergarten/
nursery schools

1 includes licensed family day care homes.
Source: Statistics Canada, National Chikd Care Survey.

Day care Before- and
centres after-school
programs

care I

is because 29,000 spaces in Quebec were
operated under the auspices of the
Ministry of Education.

The majority of licensed spaces were in
day care centres rather than in family care
(88% versus 12%) in 1990. Family day
care homes, however, provide a large
proportion of the care for infants and
toddlers. In 1990, 47% of infants aged
0-17 months in licensed spaces were in
family care, as were 27 % of childrenaged
18-35 months.

In 1990, 66% of day care centres were
non-profit, up from 65% in 1989. The
remainder were commercial. This is a
dramatic shift from the situation two
decades earlier. In 1968, 75% of all day
care spaces were under commercial
auspices.

The pattern differed, however, in
Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island and
Alberta. In these provinces, commercial
day care centres provided most of the
available spaces in 1990 (74%, 54% and
63%, respectively).

Sitter care!

Sitters were the most common type of
child care arrangement reported by
parents in [988. According to the National
Child Care Survey (NCCS), sitters
accounted for 68% of non-parental child
care arrangements, compared with just
8% for day care centres. An estimated
1,104,000 children under age 13, 58% of
whom were under age 6, had been leftin
the care of a sitter, while their parents
worked. Approximately 12% of these chil-
dren came from lone-parent families. An
additional 710,000 children had been left
in the care of a sitter, while their parents
carried out activities other than work.

Care by relatives
While most children in the care of a sitter
while their parents worked (62%) were
looked after by someone outside the
family, relatives were called upon by
many parents to assist with the care of
their children. This was particularly so in
families with low incomes. In 1988, 43%
of children in families with incomes of
$50,000 or less were cared for by a
relative, compared with 29% of children
in families with incomes over $50,000.
That figure rose to 49% among families
with incomes of $20,000 or less, com-
pared with 25% of children in families in
the highest income bracket.
Grandparents, followed by aunts and
uncles, were the most common relatives

! Includes licensed family home care.
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to be used as sitters. In 1988, 22% of |

children in the care of a sitter while their
parents worked were cared for by their
grandparents, and another 8% by aunts
and uncles. The proportion of chifdren in
the care of their grandparents, and aunts
and uncles varied by income.

Hours in care

Children in day care centres averaged |

more time in care than did those in the
care of a sitter. According to the NCCS,
children in day care spent an average of 31
hours per week in care, compared with 20
hours per week for those in the care of a
sitter.

Many children, however, spent just a few
hours each day before and/or after schoot
in the care of a sitter. Parents reported that
21% of children were left in the care of a
sitter less than 5 hours each week, while
another 20% were reported to be in the
care of a sitter 5 to 10 hours each week.
However, 59% of children were left with
a sitter more than 10 hours each week,
140,000 (16%) of whom were left with a
sitter more than 40 hours each week.

Children in families with high incomes
were more likely to be left in care, either
at a day care or with a sitter, than were
children in families with lower incomes.

Children in families with incomes over
$50,000 were slightly more likely than those
in fower income families to spend more
than 30 hours each week at day care. How-
ever, 34% of children in families with
incomes ranging from $20,000 to $30,000
spent over 40 hours each week in day care.

According to the survey, 17% of
children in families with incomes over
$70,000 in the care of a sitter were left for
more than 40 hours each week, compared
with 13% of those in families with
incomes of $20,000 or fess.

Expenses on child care
According to the NCCS, only 6% of
children in day care centres cost their
families more than $100 each week, and
in most of these cases, no more than $125
each week. Another 5% cost their parents
nothing at all, most likely because their
families were subsidized. Of the remaining
89%, payments ranged from $1-$50 each
week for one half, and from $51-8100
each week for the other haif.
Expenditures for children from families
with lower incomes were generally less
than those from higher income families.
Many children in families with incomes of
$50,000 or less were cared for in centres

| with a direct cost of no more than $50

each week. In fact, 12% of children from
families reporting income of $30,000 or
less paid nothing, and 45% paid $1-$25
each week.

Overall, 21% of children were in spaces
subsidized by the government to some
extent. Subsidies were restricted almost
exclusively to lower income families. In
1988, 30% of families with a parental
income of $50,000 or less reported that
they had received subsidies. Almost half
(48%) of families with incomes of $30,000
or less reported that they had some de-
gree of financial assistance, although
about 3% did not know if they had been
subsidized.

For many parents, sitter care is a lower
cost option than formal day care, and this
may account for the preponderance of this
type of care. Almost 85% of children left
in the care of a sitter cost their parents less
than $50 each week, 32% paid nothing,
32% paid $1-825 each week, and another
21% paid $26-850 each week. Fewer than
6% of all children in sitter care cost their
parents over $75 each week, and most of
these were in families with high incomes.

Families with incomes of $30,000 or
less were the most likely to have low cost
sitter arrangements. Almost haif of
children in families with incomes of
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$20,000 or less were cared for free of
charge, as were 39% of those in families
with incomes from $20,001-$30,000.
However, families with higher incomes
also took advantage of low cost
arrangements. Nearly 24% of children in
families with incomes exceeding $50,000
were also looked after for free.

Parental satisfaction

According to the NCCS, most parents
are satisfied with their child care arrange-
| ments. Parents of 69% of children in for-
| mal day care settings and 77% of those in
the care of a sitter had ‘'no reservations''
about their chiidren’s well-being while
they were at work, and 92% of all children
in sitter or day care were in arrangements
that their parents considered to be some-
what or very satisfactory,

Most children in need of care while their
parents worked stayed with one care
arrangement throughout the year. How-
ever, 816,000 children did move to a new
care giver at least once during the year.
This was cited as one of the main
difficulties encountered by working
parents.

Conclusions

‘The continuing movement of women into
the labour force, and the increase in lone-
parent families will provide a growing
demand for a variety of forms of child
care. Some employers in the private and
public sectors are responding to this
demand by offering their employees child
care associated with the workplace. How-
ever, privately arranged, unlicensed child
care predominates at present.

Mary Anne Burke is an Editor with Canadian
Social Trends: Susan Crompton s an andalyst
with Labour and Housebold Surveys Analysis
Division. Katherine Nessner is a researcher
also with Canadian Social Trends and Alison
Jones is ber personal assistant.

* More information on child care can be
found in “"Who's looking after the kids?

Average annual child care expenditures, by type, 1978-1986 Child care arrangements of working
mothers’’ by Susan Crompton in the
Constant 1986 dollars Summer 1991 issue of Perspectives on
Labour and Income, Statistics Canada,
1978 1982 1986 Catalogue 75-001E.
Child care 802 934 1,218 =
Day care 875 1,263 1,388
in-home care = 1,237 1,802
Care outside the home 1,212 1,159 1,086
Other care
(i.e. babysitters) - 235 242

Source: Statistics Canada, Family Expenditure Survey 1978, 1982 and 1986.
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eniors constitute one of the fastest

growing demographic groups in
Canada. Arbitrarily defined as people aged
05 and over, seniors are drawing increased
cy-makers and pro
viders of services, largely due to projec

attention from poli

tions that their numbers will increase in
the early part of the next century. There
is concern that the large number of seniors
will strain existing systems for the provi
and other services
others turn their

sion of medical, social,
As researchers and

attention to seniors, a portrait is beginning

to emerge of a diverse and rapidly

changing group

€nous group

as their economic situations, their health,

and their living situations

Seniors are not a homog

their needs vary as widely
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by Plerre Gauthier
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Rapid growth

Growth in the number of seniors is rapid
The estimated 1.3 million men and 1.8
million women aged 65 and over repre
sent about 12% of the population in 1991,
up from 8% in 1971. By the year 2030, the
proportion is expected to increase to
25%. The growth will be especially pro-
nounced among those aged
By 2030, these people are projected to
account for 13% of the population, up
in 1991 and 3% in 1971

75 and over

from 59

Not a homogenous group

Among seniors, women outnumber men
and this ratio increases with age. Overall
women made up 58% of Canada’s 2

million seniors in 1986, Women made up

55% of those aged 65-74, and this propor-
tion increased to 60% of those aged 75-84,
in the 85 and over group
Seniors are more likely to be immigrants
than are other Canadians. For example, in
1980, ummgr'mhA('(‘Ullﬂt('d for over 35%

22% of

and to 70%

S and over, and 2
those aged 65-74. By contrast,
of all Canadians were immigrants

I'he

vary

of people aged 7

()nl\ 16%

living situations of seniors also
In 1986, the majority of senior men
were married (72%) and living in family
households (82% of men aged 65-74 and
66% of men aged 75 and over). However,
only 37% of senior women were married,
and a much higher proportion of them were

widowed (48 % of senior women compared

with 14% of senior men). In the 65-74 age
STATISTICS CANADA
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group, 60% of women lived in family |

households, 36% in non-family house-
holds, and 4% in collective dwellings.
Among women aged 75 and over, almost
one-half (46%) lived in non-family house-
holds, 34% lived in family houscholds, and
20% lived in collective dwellings.

Increasing numbers of seniors, espe-
cially those aged 75 and over, are living
alone. In large part, this may be because
seniors have an increasing network of sup-
port services upon which to draw. In
1986, 38% of women aged 75 and over
lived alone, up from 36% in 1981. The
proportions for men, although much
lower, are also increasing. In 1986, 17%
of men aged 75 and over lived alone, up
slightly from 16% in 1981,

Improving economic situation

Incidence of low income fell faster for
seniors than for Canadians overall
between 1983 and 1988. The proportion
of senior families headed by men living
below the low-income cut-offs dropped
from 11% to 7%, and from 18% to 14%
for those headed by women. In com-
parison, the incidence of low income
among families in Canada fell from 14%
to 11% during that period.

Support for seniors
“Seniors’ social support networks
differ from those of the general
population. The 1990 General Social
Survey (Cycle 5) asked the following
question of respondents: ““Suppose
you feel just a bit down or depressed
and vou wanted to talk about it,
whom would you turn to first for
help?™ According to survey results,
25% of seniors, compared with 36%
of overall respondents, reported that
they would most likely turn to their
spouse or partner. This difference
may be due to the large number of
seniors who are widowed. Seniors
are almost five times as likely as the
overall population to turn to a son
or daughter (27% compared with
6%). However, they are much less
likely to turn to a friend for help
(11% compared with 26%). Seniors
are twice as likely as the general
population to turn to a professional,
such as a family doctor, a clergy
member, or a counsellor for help
(9% compared with $%). The pro-
portion of seniors who would not
ask anyone for help is also almost
twice that of the whole population

(7% compared with 4%).

Despite even greater declines, the
incidence of low income among unat-
tached seniors remains very high. The
incomes of almost one out of four unat-
tached senior men (23 %) and more than
four out of ten unartached senior women
(44 %) fell below the low-income cut-offs
in 1988. These proportions were down
from 49% and 62 %, respectively, in 1983,

A large proportion of households
headed by seniors had relatively low
incomes. In 1988, 38% of houscholds
headed by seniors had incomes of less
than $15,000, compared with 18% of all
houscholds. Conversely, fewer than 12%

f{'—b International phenomenon
% \i

of senior households had incomes of
$45,000 or more, compared with 36% of
all households.

Income alone does not necessarily
reflect the financial position of seniors.
About 55% of households headed by
seniors own homes free of mortgages and
another 9% are paying off mortgages.
These owner households may gain
disposable income compared to renter
households, because they often have
lower monthly shelter payments. For
example, in 1986, households with heads
aged 75 and over paid a monthly average
of $217 for shelter if they were owners,

Population aging is not unique to
Canada. According to the OECD
(Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development), most
industrialized countries are under-
going demographic shifts similar to
Canada’s. During the twentieth
century, the populations of all OECD
countries aged; however, the rate of
increase varied from country to
country. In 1980, 12% of the
populations of all OECD countries
were aged 65 and older, up from 9%
in 1950 and around 5% in 1900. In
1980, Sweden, West Germany, and
Austria had the highest concentration
of seniors (16%), followed by the
United Kingdom (15%).

The populations of OECD countries
have had a long-ier i@ wend of

B 1980
2050

19°0

QECD
average

BEANT.
States

it Tab Tl

(O,
Kingdom

Source: OECD, Ageing Populations: The Social Policy implications, 1988,

declining fertility and mortality raics,
and changing migration patterns,
which have all contributed to the
aging of their societies. With the
exception of Ireland and Turkey,
fertility rates in all OECD countrics
are below the level required for
replacement of the population and in
a minority of countries, such as Japan,
rapid population aging is already
occurring. Only modest increases in
the proportion of seniors are
expected in the majority of OECD
countries in the near future. After the
year 2000, a greater proportion of the
baby-boom generation (and therefore
of the total population) will become
seniors. By the year 2050, it is
projected that 21% of people in
QECD countries will be seniors.

23%

France

i by Jap
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compared with $363 if renters. In addi-
tion, home ownership is an important
source of wealth. In 1984, equity in their
residence comprised about 40%, on
average, of the wealth or assets of senjior
families and individuals.

Pensions

Public pension plans introduced in
Canada in the last three decades have
become important sources of income for
Canadian seniors. In 1987, Canada and

Families by age and sex of head

Quebec Pension Plan payments made up,
on average, 44% of the total income of
families headed by senior women and
24% of those headed by senior men. In
addition, Old Age Security and Guaranteed
Income Supplement payments made up
22% of the income of families headed by
women aged 65 and over and 24% of that
of families headed by senior men.
Private registered pension plans made
up a much larger portion of the income of
families headed by senior men than of

Unattached individuals

those headed by senior women. In 1987,
onaverage, 18% of the income of families
headed by senior men came from private
pensions, compared with only 7% for
families headed by senior women.

The proportion of seniors with private
retirement pensions increased between
1977 and 1988. In 1988, slightly more than
half of men aged 65 and over received
private pensions, up from approximately
one-third in 1977. The increase was smaller
for women, rising to about one-quarter in

62%

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 89-519.

1983
] 1988
1 800 i
'
i
All Men 65 and Women 65 All Men 65 and Women 65
families over and over unattached over and over
individuals
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 89-519.
Men women
88% 88%
i 1977
] 1oss
60% 60%
65-69 70-74 75 and over £65-69 70-F4 75 and Ovey
Age group
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1988 from slightly less than one-fifth in
1977. However. this proportion is
expected to grow as the nearly two million
women (about one-third of the female
labour force), currently members of
private pension plans, reach retirement.

Health

Seniors have more health problems than
younger people. In 1985, the most com-
mon health problems for seniors were
arthritis/rhcumatism (reported by 63% of

Men

65-69 70-74

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 89-519.

79 mnd over

women and 46% of men) and hyperten-
sion (43% of men and 33% of women).
Respiratory and heart problems were each
reported by about 25% of seniors (more
than twice the rates for the total popula-
tion), and diabetes was reported by 9% of
seniors (compared with 2% of the total
population).

Disability rates increase with age. In
1986, fewer than 10% of people under age
55 reported a disability. The proportion
jumped to about 25% in the 55-64 age

- 1977
1988

27%

6569

Age group

group, then climbed steadily to 75% of
males and 85% of females aged 85 and over.

A relatively large proportion of seniors
reported disabilities, with mobility and
agility problems the most common.
Mobility disabilities were reported by
31% of seniors in private households (not
in institutions), while 26% reported agility
problems. Changes in the physical and
social environment can often help seniors
to cope with losses in functional ability
due to these types of disabilities.

Women

28%

70-74 75 and over

% reporting

Men
Women

Diabetes Respiratory

Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 89-519.
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Fewer seniors consumed alcohol on a
regular basis (56% of males, 31% of
females) than did those under age 65
(66%). The incidence of regular smoking
was also lower among seniors (23% of
males, 15% of females) than among non-
seniors (32%).

People aged 65 and over were three
times more likely than average (6% com-
pared with 2 %) to report that their health
was poor. However, the majority (71 %) of
seniors in private households reported
that their health was good or excellent.

Berween 1980-81 and 1985-86, hospi-
talization rates fell for the total population,
but increased for the senior population. As
of 1985-86, the hospitalization rate for
men aged 65-74 was almost three times
that of the total male population (34,176
per 100,000 compared with 12,333),

while the rate for women in this age group |

was about one and a half times the rate for
all women (25,758 compared with
16,660). Among those aged 75 and over,

rates were roughly two and a half times |

higher than the average for women and
roughly four and a half times higher than
the average for men.

Activities of seniors

Seniors have more leisure time than do
other Canadians. In 1986, they averaged
7.8 hours of free time per day, compared
with 6.5 hours for those aged 55-64, and
5.2 hours for people aged 15-54. Seniors

| religious services at least once a month,

who cared for family members devoted |

slightly more time per day, on average, (o
this activity (3.9 hours) than did their
counterparts aged 15-64 (3.7 hours).

Seniors are active in the community. In
1988, about 50% of seniors reported par-
ticipation in political organizations.
Roughly 20% of seniors reported involve-
ment in religious or church-related organi-
zations, and similar proportions reported
that they devoted time to charitable, set-
vice or volunteer organizations.

Seniors also attend church more often
than do Canadians overall. In 1990, 54%
of seniors reported that they attended

compared with 37% of the total popu-
lation. In addition, only a small minority
of seniors reported having no religion
(5% compared with 12% of the total
population).

Many seniors are also returning to school.
In 1988, almost 5,400 people aged 60 and
over were enrolled in university, mostly
part-time, a 17% increase from 1983.

Pierre Gauthier is an Assistant Editor with
Canadian Social Trends.

® More information on seniors ¢an be found in

Statistics Canada’s A Portrait of Seniors in
Canada, Catalogue 89-519
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M(N Canadians are affiliated with a
formal religion and attend religious

services. However, Canada is becoming a
more secular society than it once was. And
according to Statistics Canada’s General
Social Survey, the pace of change is

increasing
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As affiliation with most major Christian
churches declines, the percentage of Cana-
dians without a religion is growing. Fur-
thermore, declines in attendance at
religious services have occurred over the
past few years.

Catholics now outnumber Protestants
Canada historically has been predomin-
antly Christian, with most of the popula-
tion divided between Protestants and
Catholics. For more than 100 years, Pro-
testants outnumbered Catholics. How-
cver, as their numbers declined and the
number of Catholics increased, a shift
occurred in the distribution of these two
denominations. In 1971, for the first time
in Canadian history, Catholics out-
numbered Protestants. They remain the
dominant religious group in Canada, and
in 1990, Roman Catholics accounted for
45% (9.3 million) of adult Canadians. This
proportion has been relatively stable for
the last decade.

Those affiliated with the mainline pro-
testant denominations, on the other hand,
accounted for just 30% (6.2 miltion) of the
adult population in 1990, down from 33 %
in 1985 and 36% in 1981. The decline has
been fairly constant since 1941.

regular attendance at church services had
dropped considerably by 1990 from
previous years. In 1990, Canadians 15
years of age and older attended church an
average of 14.2 times, down from 16.1
five years earlier. Just 24% of Canadian
adults attended church weekly, down
from 27% in 1985. Over the same five-
year period, 847,000 fewer pcople
attended church at least once a month
(including those attending at least once a
week), while there was an increase of one
million people who attended church at
least once in the previous year (but less
than once a month).

Roman Catholic Church attendance drops most
The Roman Catholic Church experienced
a constant decline in church attendance
during the last five years. In 1990, 30% of
Catholics attended church once a week,
down from 36% in 1985. At the same
time, the proportion who rarely (more
than once a year, but less than once a
month) or never attended church increased
to 21% from 16%.

For two of the main protestant denomin-
ations, the United and Anglican Churches,

there was no clear pattern in attendance
over the last five-year period. In 1990,
38% of those affiliated with the United
Church, and 37% of Anglicans rarcly or
never attended church, up from 33% of
each denomination in 1989. However, the
proportions were down from 46% of
United Church members and 44% of
Anglicans in 1985.

Age
Older people tend to be more involved in
religious activities than do younger
people. In 1990, 42% of Canadians aged
65 and over attended a religious service or
meeting at least once a weck. The propor-
tion dropped to 31% for people aged
45-04, and to 18% or less among 15-44-
year-olds. Nevertheless, weekly atten-
dance at religious services was lower
across all age groups in 1990 than in 1985.
Among those who rarely or never
attend church, patterns varied among age
groups. The biggest change was among
people aged 65 and over. In 1990, 21% of
elderly people rarely or never attended
religious services. Although up from 17%
in 1988, the proportion was down

Distribution of religions in Canada,! 1985-1990

Growth in “no religion” 1985 1986 1988 1989 1990
One of the biggest changes, however, is
the growth in the proportion of Canadians ‘
with no religious affiliation. In 1990, these Roman Catholic 000s 8.845 9,014 9,203 9,161 9,270
people ranked third behind Catholics and %o 45.0 45.3 45.6 45.2 45.2
Protestants, accounting for 12% (2.5
million) of adult Canadians. This was Mainline Protestant
e lsslﬁ,fjhc‘)'f"ci“’a':j’, il ey Tt || unieo 000s 2850 2674 2757 2271 2,521
e ) anadians state
had “no religion™, but up from 10% in %o 14.5 13.4 13.7 1.2 12.3
1985 and 7% in 1981.
Anglican 000s 2,017 or/r) 1,929 1,781 1,892
Decline in church attendance % 10.3 8.9 9.6 8.8 9.2
Adding those without a religion to those
affiliated with a church, but who rarely or Other 000s 1,626 1,691 1,634 1,566 1,746
never attend church services, the propor- o, 8.3 8.5 8.1 77 85
tion with “'no religion”’ swells to 37% of
s S Adpultiqa., TG IR ¥y refigion 000s 2054 2023 2183 2651 2,492
% 10.4 10.2 10.8 131 121
Statistics Canada’s General Social
Survcy (GSS) collects data annually Other 000s 2,095 2,416 2,080 2,409 1,851
from a sample of approximately %o 10.7 k241 10.3 1.9 9.0
10,000 respondents aged 15 and
over. Since 1985, two religion ques- Not stated 000s 181 308 407 408 358
tions have been asked on each o 0.9 15 20 20 1.74]
survey, one about religious affilia- |
e o d R SRR | | | Tot 000s 19,668 19,898 20,194 20,248 20,526 |
at religious services or meetings. For
turther information about the GSS, % w00 1000 e 106.0 100.0
see “‘The General Social Survey”, 1 Population aged 15 and over.
Canadian Social Trends, Winter [990. Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey.
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considerably from 32% in 1985. Among
those aged 25-64, the proportion also
increased between 1988 and 1990, after
three years of decline. For the youngest
group, 15-24-year-olds, the proportion
declined steadily from 1985 to 1990,

Gender

Women tend to be more active than men
in church activities. In 1990, 40% of Cana-
dian women and 32% of Canadian men
attended religious services at least once a
month, a narrower gap than five ycars
carlier when 47% of women and 37% of
men autended that often.

The presence of femuale clergy in Canada
remains limited. According to the results
of a 1986 survey of 80 Canadian religious
denominations, just 29 indicated that they
ordained women, 31 said that they did
not, and 20 said that they had no clear
policy or had no clergy whatsoever. The
United Church of Canada reported the
highest number, with 441 female clergy or
11% of their total clergy. The Anglican
Church reported 212 (7%), and the
Presbyterian Church, 86 (8%).

People in the Atlantic provinces are more

likely to attend church weekly than are |
those in Central Canada or the Western |
provinces (where attendance is lowest). !

However, recent declines in church atten-

dance were sharpest in Quebec. In 1990, |

24% of Quebec residents attended
religious services or mectings at least once
awack down from 30% five years earlier.

By comparison, the number of frequent
church goers in Ontario declined only
slightly over the same period, to 25% in
1990 from 26% in 1985.

Over the last half of the 1980s, monthly
attendance declined most sharply in
Quebec and the Atlantic provinces. By
1990, only 12% of Quebec residents
attended religious services once a month,

down from 18% in 1985. The Atlantic
provinces experienced a similar drop, to
14% from 20%.

Marital status

Widowed people are the most frequent
church attenders. More than half of all
widowed people attended religious services
at least once a month from 1985 to 1990,

Attendance at religious services or meetings, by frequency, 1985-19901

1985 1986 1988 1989 1990
At lea:tz once a 000s 5,297 5,408 5,503 5,252 4924
- % 26.9 27.2 27.3 25.9 24.0
At least once a 000s 3,000 2,967 2,729 2,416 2,526
i % 15.3 14.9 13.5 11.9 12.3
At least once a 000s 3714 4,046 5:317 5,404 5,557
year % 18.9 20.3 26.3 26.7 27.1
Less than once a 000s 5,445 5115 4,142 4,100 4,683
RADENNG % 27.7 25.7 20.5 20.2 22.8
Not stated/not 000s 2,212 2,361 2,503 3,076 2,836
| fllaing % 112 1.9 12.4 15.2 13.8
: Total 000s 19,668 19,898 20,194 20,248 20,526
| % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1 Population aged 15 and over.
2 Attendance categories are mutually exclusive.
Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey.

1985 1986 1988 1989 1990
15-24 19% 19% 20% 18% 15%
i 25-44 22% 20% 21% 20% 18%
B 564 36% 36% 36% 34% 32%
65 and over 44% 45% 44% 40% 42%

Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey.
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For example, the proportion in 1990 was
S2%. This was not simply a generation
effect, as widowed people in both the 25-
44 and 45-64 age groups were the most
frequent church goers.

The least frequent attenders were
divorced people: 23% of these people
attended religious services at least once a
month in 1990. The proportions were
31% for single people and 39% for those
who were married. Among those 65 and
over, slightly more married people
attended church frequently than did
widowed people.

\
] Canada/U.S comparisons

In both Canada and the United States,
church attendance has been declining and
those reporting ‘‘no religion™ have been
increasing. There are, however, several
important differences between the two
countries.

Unlike Canada, the United States is
predominantly Protestant. According to
1988 Gallup Poll figures, 59% of the
United States population is Protestant and
27% is Catholic. As well, the mainline pro-
testant denominations in the United States
are different from those in Canada. Inthe
United States, more people are affiliated
with the Baptist Church than with any
other protestant denomination, followed
by the Methodist and Lutheran Churches.
In Canada, the United and Anglican
Churches have the largest affiliation,
followed by the Presbyterian, Lutheran
and Baptist Churches.

Americans are more likely than Canadians
to be frequent church goers. A 1988 Gallup

rounding the United Church’s decision to
allow the ordination of homosexuals and
the emergence of criminal allegations that
Roman Catholic clergy had sexually
abused children. Canadians’ apparent
disillusionment with formal religion also
may stem, in part, from the implication of

media evangelists (associated with the PTL |

(Praise The Lord) Movement in the United
States) in scandalous activities.
Nevertheless, while most Canadians still

have formal religious affiliations, there is |

an overall trend toward declining religious
activity in Canada. Whether or not the tide
will turn again as the Canadian society
changes, or in response to global events,
remains to be seen.

Alain Baril and George A. Mori are analysts
with the Housing, Family and Social Statistics
Division, Statistics Canadad.

Atlantic

Quebec

Ontario

West

Source: Statistics Canada, General Social Survey.

1985
1988
[ REED

Poll question, “'Did you, yourself, happen 3 — "
to attend a church or synagogue in the last o ERN g il g taes]
seven days?”’, resulted in an affirmative 700
response among 42% of Americans aged
18 and over, compared with 32% in 60 —
Canada. This is a considerable shift from
the past. As recenfly as 1975, more Cana- 50 — saidisiied
dians than Americans attended church
weekly (41% versus 40%), and in 1957, the 40 =
Canadian rate was considerably above that
in the United States (60% versus 47%). 30 — Canada
Recent controversy 20 —
It could be argued that recent events in
North America have had an effect on L
trcnds.inreligipusactivityinCanada.'Ijhe ) YN T e ISR e
sigopiincrease in 1988 of people xeporting 1957 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1988
“no religion’ and the decrease in the pro-
portion attending church on a regular 1 Adults aged 18 and over.
basis may have been influenced by the Source: Gallup Poll.
widespread controversy in Canada sur-
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~ Don't start your week without it

Get a jump on your work week by making sure you have the most current
economic and social information in Canada. Travelling by first class mail or courier,
| \ Statistics Canada’s digest, Infomat, arrives at the beginning of

\\,\ each week to help you monitor key economic indicators and
" keep up with the most current data releases from Canada’s
\

_national statistical agency.

\ Ineight fact-filled pages, Infomat highlights the findings of Statistics
\ Canada surveys and brings them to your desk each week, often long
’ bemre detailed reports are publlshed Throughout the year you'll get
\ the first results of over 100 ongoing surveys and many <pec1al
8 \ surveys—from manufacturing shipments to the health of
Canadians or post graduate employment to part-time workers.

N

Each week, Infomat presents you with,

B concise summaries of fresh facts from over 100 ongoing surveys
B charts and graphs that let you instantly scan the trends
B  Overview - an outline of the subjects covered in each issue
that you can scan in 30 seconds
B guidance on how to obtain special reports to assist you in
your more detailed research.
B Current Trends and Latest Monthly Statistics sections that bring you up
to date on the Consumer Price Index, Gross Domestic Product and 21 other
key monthly series

Managers, analysts and researchers who are responsible for keeping up to date on changes
in Canada’s economic and social climate can count on Infomat — as a quick overview of
the latest trends and as a weekly reminder of key indicators and data releases. Many
subscribers use Infomat’s hlghhghts to add authority to their industry analyses,
investment plans or corporate reports.

To order Infomat (11-002E), 50 issues annually for $125 in Canada, US$150 in the U S.
and US$175 in other countries, write to Publications Sales and Service, Statistics Canada,
Ottawa, Canada, K1A OT6. For faster service, use your VISA or MasterCard

and call toll-free in Canada, 1-800-267-6677. '



CANADIAN SOCIAL TKENDS

he term “employment equity’” is uni-
quely Canadian and was coined by
the 1984 Royal Commission on Equality
in Employment (the Abella Commission)
Employment equity has been adopted to

describe programs designed to improve
the situation of individuals who, because
they are or can be identified as being in a
particular group, find themselves
adversely affected by certain systems or
practices in the workplace

Federally, four groups have been iden
tified as disadvantaged because of their
Libour force participation and unemploy
rient rates, their income levels, and their
piersistent occupational segregation. Thes
iour groups arc: women, r(h«ll'l(k’l”(ll
people, visible minorities, and peoplc
icith disabilities

The federal government initiated thc
Employment Equity Act, the Federal Con-
tractors’ Program and the Public Service
Employment Equity Program to eliminate
practices that result in employment bar-
riers for the four groups, and to ensurc
that those groups achieve a degree of
cmployment proportionate to their
representation in the work force as
defined by qualification, eligibility, and
aeoeraphy

L sssesreR
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Definitions of employment equity
designated groups
® Ahoriginal people include North
American Indians, Inuit and Métis.
® Visible minorities encompass
people, other than aboriginal
people, who are non-white in
colour or non-Caucasian in race.
Visible minorities were divided in
ten groups: Blacks, Chinese,
Filipino, other Pacific Islanders,
Indo-Pakistani, Japanese, Korean,
Southeast Asians, West Asians and
Arabs, and Latin Americans.
People with disabilities include
people who have any persistent
physical, mental, psvchiatric, sen-
sory or learning impairment and
who consider themselves to be, or
believe an emplover or a potential
emplover would likely consider
them to be disadvantaged in employ-
ment because of an impairment.

| numbers,

Employment Equity Data Program

In the mid-1980s, Statistics Canada
established the Emplovment Equity Data
Program. This program is involved in the
development and operationalization of
concepts related 1o employment equity,
and in the collection, analysis, and
dissemination of data to support federal
initiatives. Benchmark statistics — the
percentages, and {abour
characteristics of the designated group
members — are one of the key data
outputs of the program. This type of infor-
mation helps employers gauge their own
performance and develop realistic goals

and timetables for achieving a represen- |
tative work force. These statistics are also |

used by federal departments responsible

for designing, monitoring, and enforcing |

employment equity programs.

The latest benchmark statistics were
derived from two Statistics Canada
sources. The 1986 Census of Canada pro-
vided information on women, aboriginal

people, and visible minorities, while the
1986 Health and Activity Limitation Survey
(HALS) served as the data source for people
with disabilities. Updated benchmark
statistics on the four designated groups will
be drawn from the 1991 Census and the
1991 HALS. Several other surveys are also
used in the production and analysis of
employment equity data: the Labour Market
Activity Survey; the National Graduate
Survey; the Survey of Literacy Skills Used
in Daily Activities; and Special Labour Force
Survey supplements

To date, more than 50 analytic and
qualitative reports and a half-dozen data
products related to emploviment equity
have been released by Statistics Canada.
For more information about the program
and its products, please contact:
Ms. Brenda Cardillo, Manager,
Employment Equity Data Program
Statistics Canada
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A OT6 (613)951-2559
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Statistical highlights

Labour forcce characteristics of the
designated groups differ considerably
from those of the Canadian population.
Data from the 1986 Census highlight some
of the inequalities which have persisted.

Women

In 1986, women represented 44% of
the population aged 15 and over who
worked sometime in 1985 or 1986.

A higher percentage of women (11.2%)
than men (9.6%) were unemploved.
A larger proportion of women than men
were in lower paying occupations,
mostly as clerical workers and service
workers (45% compared with 13%).
Although women were also over-
represented in professional occupations
{15% compared with 10%), they were,
for the most part, in occupations
traditionally dominated by women,
such as teaching or nursing (62%).
Women were underrepresented in
non-traditional occupations such as
managers, foremen/women and manual
workers.

Aboriginal people

In 1986, aboriginal people represented
2.1% of Canadian aduits aged 15 and
over who worked sometime in 1985
or 1986.

Aboriginal people had unemployment
rates (24% for men and 22% for
women) more than double those of
Canadians overall.

Aboriginal people had lower educa-
tional attainment than Canadians
overall. About 26% of aboriginal people
aged 15 and over had less than a Grade
9 education, compared with 17% of
total Canadians. Moreover, 32% of
aboriginal people had some postsecon-
dary education, compared with 43 % of
total Canadians.

Aboriginal men were more likely than
Canadian men overall to be in manual
occupations (57% compared with
45%). Aboriginal women, like Canadian
women overall, were concentrated in
service and clerical occupations.
Aboriginal people had lower incomes
than Canadians overall. In 1985, the
average employment income for
aboriginal men who worked full-time,
full-year was $26,400, compared with
$30,500 for all Canadian men. Aborig-
inal women in the same situation
received an average employment
income of $18,500, compared with
$20,000 for all Canadian women.

Visible minorities
e The visible minority population |

represented 6.3% of Canadian adults
who worked sometime in 1985 or
1986. They had an unemployment rate
that was only slightly higher than the
national average (10.8% compared
with 10.3%), and an educational attain-
ment higher than the Canadian popula-
tion (14% had a university degree,
compared with just under 10% of
Canadians overall). Nonetheless, in
1985, their average employment
income ($27,900 for men and $ 18,900
for women) was lower than that of
Canadians overall.

Men in visible minorities were over-
represented in both the lower and the
upper ends of the employment equity
occupational scale. They were more
tikely to be employed in lower paying
service occupations than were Cana-
dian men overall (12% compared with
7%). However, men in a visible
minority were also more likely to hold
professional jobs (14% compared with
10%). Women in visible minorities

were more likely than Canadian |

women overall to be employed in
lower paying occupations, especially as
manual workers (21% compared with
13%).

People with disabilities that limited them
at work
¢ People aged 15 to 64 with disabilities

that limited them at work, who worked
at any time between 1981 and 1986,
represented 5.4% of the adult Canadian
population.

Unemployment rates for people aged
15 to 64 with disabilities that limited
them at work (19% for men and 22%
for women) were double the national
averages.

More than half (58%) of men and about
one-quarter (23 %) of women aged 15
to 64 with disabilities that limited them
at work, who worked at any time
between 1981 and 1986, were
employed as manual workers.

In 1986, there were 1,255,000 people
aged 15 to 64 with disabilities that
limited them at work in Canada, of
whom 65% had more than one
disability.

People with disabilities that limited
them at work were older than the total
population. Only 32% of people with
disabilities were under 40 years old,
compared with 62% of the total
population.

Employment equity concepts
Occupational coding: As a result of
recommendations made by the
Abella Commission, the Employment
Equity Program developed its own
classification of occupational groups
based on the nature and scope of
duties and responsibilities, educa-
tion, type of work, and specific
vocational preparation. The labour
force was thus divided into 12
occupational groups: upper-level
managers, middle and other
managers, professionals, semi-
professionals and technicians, super-
visors, foremen/women, clerical
workers, sales workers, service
workers, skilled crafts and trades
workers, semi-skilled manual
workers, and other manual workers.

Reference periods and availabitity
statistics: To give employers an
accurate picture of the experienced
available labour force, women,
aboriginal people, and visible
minorities aged 15 and over who
worked sometime in 1985 or 1986,
as well as people with disabilities
aged 15 to 64 who worked at any
time between 1981 and 1986, were
considered part of the work force in
emplovment equity data. These
reference periods are different from
the standard reference period (the
week before the survey) used by
Statistics Canada to count the people
qualified and potentially available
for work, but who have dropped
out of the labour force because of
discouragement and other factors.
Longer reference periods are more
mezningful for the designated
groups because these people
experience greater mobility in and
out of the work force. Unemploy-
ment rates and labour force par-
ticipation rates, however, were
tabulated using the Statistics Canada
regular reference period.

Joanne Moreau is an analyst with Housing,
Family and Social Statistics Division, Statistics
Canada.
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SOCIAL INDICATORS
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{1989 $000.000) A=y 149,7513 1506532 1554746 1573336  160.660.4 1647711 169678.3 173,866.8
| -asa%of total expendnurw .. S 55.6 SEIHENC W 5§ 37 558 56.5 56.2 57.0
-~ as a % of GOP - ] - 273 26521 261 B 20 25 4 248 249 25|
Ul beneficiaries (000s) . 3,396.1 & 221 | 181 5_7 - 73 136 7 3 079 9 =3 0fifA-=S—qiaahs )= Qe
0AS and 0AS/GIS beneficiaries™ (000§) 24257 24909 2 569 B v §52 & —0-748" 5,, = — 2805 2,919.4 30058 |
Canada Assistance Plan beneficiaries™
{0005} 18329 1.894.9 19233 1,892.9 1,904.9 1,853.0 1,856.1 1,930.1
ECONOMIC INDICATORS = | § |
__GDP (1986 §) - annual % change T ) S . +3. 3= == ahdvd +4.7 Lz AN e = (DR
Annual inflation rate (%) = . L 44 40 /5] S | /[ L] s Tl (1] g g /1 2] |
Urban housing starts 134,207 110,874 139,408 170,863 215,340 189,635 183,323 150,620
- Not available * Not yet available P Preliminary estimates ™ Figures as of March.
! For year ending May 31st.
2 Includes Protection of Persons and Property; Health; Social Services; Education; Recreation and Culture.
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For enquities and information call the

Statistics Canada Regional Office nearest you:

Newfoundland and Labrador
St. John's, Newfoundland ~
1-709-772-4073 or 1-800-5063-4255

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island

Halifax, Nova Scotia ~ 1-902-426-5331 or
1-800-565-7192

Quebec
Montréal, Québec - 1-514-283-5725 or
1-800-361-283 1

Southern Ontario
Toronto, Ontario — 1-416-973-6586 or
1-800-263-1136

Manitoba
Winnipeg, Manitoba - 1-204-983-4020 or
1-800-542-3404

Saskatchewan
Regina, Saskatchewan - 1-306-780-5405 or
1-B00-667-7164

Alberta & Northwest Territories
Edmonton, Alberta - 1-403-495-3027 or
1-800-282-3907

N.W.T. - Call collect 403-495-3028

Southern Alberta

Calgary, Alberta 1-403-292-6717 or
1-800-272-9708

British Columbia and Yukon
Vancouver, British Columbia —
1-604-666-3691 or

1-800-663-155 1 (except Atlin)
Yukon and Atlin, British Columbia -
Zenith 08913

National Capital Region
1-613-951-8116

If You’re On the Move . . .

5 T AT - el &
- B B E R B B
.make sure we know where to

find you by filling out the inserted

reply card in the centre of the publi-
catton. If the reply card is no longer
attached, please forward the neces-
sary information (subscriber’s name,
old address, new address, telephone
number and client reference number)

to:

PUBLICATIONS SALES,
StaTisTics CANADA,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO,
K1A 0T6
We require six weeks advance notice to
ensure uninterrupted delivery, so please
keep us informed when you're on the
move!

A By &y 43 (s
E“:Jiuwb—u;ﬂ”‘ “l“, J
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BIBUOTHEGA

T

1010253538

REFERENCE
PUBLICATIONS

USED IN THIS
ISSUE

Catalogue No. Title Price
In Canada Else-
(S Cdn.) where
66-201 International Travel - $34.00  United States:
Travel Between Canada US $41.00
and Other Countries Other Countries:
US $48.00
81-257 Minority and Second $26.00  United States:
Language Education, Us $31.00
Elementary and Other Countries:
Secondary Levels US $36.00
89-519 A Portrait of Seniors $43.00  United States:
in Canada Us $52.00
Other Countries:
US $60.00

To order publications, dial toll-free 1-800-267-6677

Statistics Canada’s New Releases

Business

Cat. No. 61-218 - Canadian Business
Patterns ($39/US$47/US$55)

Cat. No. 68-213 - Public Finance
($35/US$42/US$49)

Canadian Society

Cat. No. 11-612E, No. 4 - General Social
Survey - Where Does Time Go?
($40/US$48/US$56)

Cat. No. 11-612€, No. 5 - General Social
Survey - Ups and Dawns on the Ladder
of Success: Social Mobility in Canada
($40/US$48/US$56)

General

Cat. No. 11-204E - Statislics Canada
Catalogue ($13.95/US$17/US$20)
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DEMOGRAPHICS
MADE EASY

very day you read news items Report on the Demographic Situation in
about immigration, aging of the Canada contains more than 50 tables, many
population or fertility. Unfortuna- revealing graphs, and a concise, easy-to-read
tely, these stories are often text. A handy glossary is also provided which
fragmented, making it difficult to will help newcomers master unfamiliar

get a complete picture of the demographic technical terms.

situation in Canada.

Statistics Canada’s annual Report on the Report on the Demographic Situation in
Demographic Situation in Canada is written Canada (Cat. no. 91-209E) sells for only $26 (plus
to help you understand these demographic 7% GST) in Canada, US$31 in the United States,
interactions and their effects. You'll see, for and US$36 in other countries.

example, how gains in life expectancy can

aftfect the number of
divorces and how the
divorce rate impacts
on the number

of marriages.

The birth rate of
new Canadians,
population growth,
the main causes

of death, abortion
rates... it's all there.
You'll find data and
analysis on a wide
range of topics
presented in both
a geographic and a
historical context.
With a sound
understanding

of current trend
analysis, you'll be
well positioned to
draw your own
conclusions about
what the future
may hold.

To order a copy, or
to subscribe to this
annual publication,
please write to
Publication Sales,
Statistics Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario,
K1A 0Te.

FAX your order

to 1-613-951-1584
or contact the nearest
Statistics Canada
Reference Centre
listed in this
publication.

For faster service
call 1-800-267-6677
and use your
VISA or
MasterCard.



LA

_ ORIGINAL?

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS




