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"Just one 
more thing. ME 

I received your 
recommendation 
-now I need 
the statistics 
to back it up." 

Most of us have been in this situation more than once. 
Usually when there's something else that's pressing. 
Now Statistics Canada offers you the Guide to StaUstics Canada's Programs 
and Products In one place, you'll fInd 550 pages of detailed information for 
409 surveys and statistical programs covering just about every topic your boss 
could ever stump you with. 

From Absence from Work through Cable Television, the Mushroom Grower's 
Suivey, and TravellerAccommodation, to the Wholesale Trade Survey and Zoos. 
The Guide is your quick three-step solution to the 'just-one-more-thing" 
syndrome. All you have to do is: 

1. Choose your topic. The complete, cross-referenced index puts your 
finger on every survey covering your subject. 

2. Choose your surveys. Look up each survey to make sure it's relevant to 
your needs. The complete survey profile includes everything you need to know: 
• what data are collected 
• when the survey was done 
• who was surveyed 
• how often they are surveyed 
• and other relevant points that will help you find the survey or program with the 

information you need. 

3. Phone the experts. For key findings and insights from the survey, just pick up the phone 
and talk to the person who conducted the survey. A phone number is provided for every survey. 

----- — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

ORDER NOW10  
I 	To order your three-step solution 	The Guide to Statistics Canada's 	I 
I 	call 1 800 267-6677 	Pro -ams and Products 1991 	I 
I . ( Cat. no. 12-575E) 

fax (613) 951 1 584, 	 is $85.00 in Canada, 
I or mail to Statistics Canada, Marketing Division, 	US$102.00 in the United States 	I 

Publication Sales, Tunney's Pasture, 	 and 	 I 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 016. 	 US$119.00 in other countries. 	I 

if you would prefer the Information on diskette, call 
(613) 951-8576 or fax (613) 951.8578. 
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Cover: The Young Reader (oil on canvas 
36.7 x 46,7 ctii). Collc'clion: National Gallery 
of Canada, Ott;lwa. 

About the artist: 
Born at St. Flilaire, Quebec, Ozias Leduc 
(1864-1955) acquired much of his artistic Rain-
ing through obsen'ation and self-teaching. In 
his early twenties, he painted beautiful still life 
studies bathed in warm candle light or light 
from a distant window. Later in his career, his 
work was influenced by French impressionists 
but translated into his own unique style. 
0. l.c'duc is well known for his religious 
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SC OOL LEAVERS 
by Sid Gilbert and Bruce Orok 

I!, 

I 

Many canadians think of high school dropouts as having been unmotivated, low-achieving 
students from disadvantaged backgrounds who used drugs and worked long hours at a job 
instead of studying. After leaving school, they are thought to he unemployed and living on 
social assistance, with no occupational, educational or training plans. According to Statistics 
canada s School Leavers Survey, high school leavers did not cjuite fit this stereotypical image. 
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M any came from two-parent families in which both 
parents were employed. In addition, many were doing 
well at school and either did not have a job or were 

working only moderate hours. After quitting school, leavers 
tended to be employed and to work long weekly hours with 
most plaiining to take further education or training. 

The term "dropout" carries a derogatory connotation associated 
with individual failure, but often is still used to describe all peo-
ple who have not completed high school, regardless of the 
reasons for their leaving. The term "school leaver", however, h:ic 
a more neutral designation and is used throughout this article. 

School leaver rates According to the School Leavers Surve' 
181%) of 20-year-ulds in 1991 were dropouts or leavers, that is, they 
were not attending school and had not graduated with a diploma 
or certificate. Almost two-thirds (62%) of leavers had a Grade 10 
education or less, while 32% had completed no more than 
Grade 9. More than one-third were aged 16 or younger when they 
left school: 21 1.1,i) were age 16 and 17% were aged 14-15. 

Leaving school tended to he more common in the Atlantic 
provinces than in the Western provinces, Provincial education 
systems vary considerably which may have had some bearing on 
this pattern. In 1991, 25% of 20-vear-olds who studied in Prince 
Edward Island and 24% of those in Newfoundland were school 
leavers. In contrast. 14% of 20-year-olds who studied in Alberta 
reported having quit school, while the leaver rate in Saska-
tchewan and British Columbia was 16%. About one-in-five 
20-ycar-olds had left school in Nova Scotia (22%). Quebec 
(22%). New Brunswick (20%) and Manitoba (19%), The school 
leaver rate in Ontario was 170. 

Gender differences in school leaver rates decrease from east 
to west Young men age 20 were more likely than women that age 
to have left school before receiving a diploma or certificate (22 
versus 14%). While school leaver rates were higher for men than 
for women in most provinces, differences between the proportIons 
were smaller in the four Western provinces than elsewhere in 
Canada. In Saskatchewan, for example, an equal proportion (16%)* 
of men and women age 20 were school leavers. The largest gap in 
the west - 4 percentage points - was in Alberta (16 1/6* for men and 
12%* for wonien). In contrast, the difference between male and 
female leaver rates went as high as 16 percentage points: in Prince 
Edward Island, 33% of men age 20, compared with 17% of women 
that age, had not completed high school. 

Reasons for leaving differ for men and women Among male 
leavers aged 18_20. 1  the two most important reasons for leaving 
were that they preferred work to school (28%) and boredom 
19%0* .  Other important reasons cited by young men included 

having to work for financial reasons (9%)*  and problems with 
teachers (8% )* 

Female leavers aged 18-20 cited boredom (22%)*  and problems 
with school work ( 13%)* as the top two reasons for leaving 
school. Another 10% of female school leavers preferred work to 
1 To allow detailed analysis, data in this and subsequent sections are for 
people aged 18-20. 

High sampling variability is associated with these estimates, and therefore, 
they should be used with caution. 

Men 	Women 

Nfld. 	 29% 
19% 

I1II•I•II 
N.S. 	 290, 

NB . 	____________________________ 23% 
16% * 

Que . 	__________________________________ 26 
1 8°I * 

Ont. 	22°c 
10%' 

Man. 	 20% 
18% 

Sask. 	16%" 

Alta.  
12%' 

B.C. 	17°.o 
1 4%' 

Canada ______________________________ 22% 
14% 

HiQh samphng variability. 
Source: Statistics Canada, School Leavers Survey, 1991 

32% 	 32% 

Men 	
31°i 

Women 

20% 

1 6% 

9% 

Two parent 	Lone parent 	No parent 

Family structure 

Source Statistics Canada, School Leavers Survey, 1991 
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55' 	11% 

32 

Leavers 

3o 1%' 

Graduates 

3( 

school and 9%*  reported pregnancy/mar-
riage as the most important reason for 
leaving. 

Family background Most school leavers 
(61%) and graduates (83%)  came from 
two-parent families. A greater proportion 
of leavers than graduates, however, lived 
with one or no parent during their last 
year in school. In 1991, 25% of leavers 
lived with a lone parent and 13% with no 
parent. The proportions among graduates 
were 12% and 5%, respectively. 

Young men aged 18-20 living with at 
least one of their parents were more likely 
than their female counterparts to have left 
school. In 1991 for example, 32% of 
young men from lone-parent families 
were school leavers, compared with 20% 
of young women. In contrast, equal pro-
portions (just under one-third) of young 
men and women not living with a parent 
were school leavers. The relatively high 
percentage of leavers among young 
women living without their parents may 
be related to the presence of a child. In 
1991, 27% of female school leavers aged 
18-20 had dependent children. 
The proportion of school leavers in 

lone-parent families or living without 
a parent was much higher than the  

proportion in two-parent families. This 
was likely related to the high incidence of 
low incomes experienced by lone-parent 
families and young people living alone. 
Children living in poverty often suffer 
from malnutrition and other health 
problems, live in inadequate housing and 
experience discrimination. As a result, 
they may not have the same opportunities 
to succeed in school as those who are 
financially better off. 

Parents' education and employment 
status School leavers were more likely 
than high school graduates to have at 
least one parent with a low level of 
educational attainment. In 1991, 45% of 
leavers aged 18-20 had a parent who 
had not obtained a high school certificate 
or diploma, compared with 32% of 
graduates. Still, over one-quarter (28%) of 
school leavers had parents with medium 
or high levels of education. 2  

Given these differences in educational 
attainment, it is not surprising that leavers 
were more likely than graduates to have 
parents in blue-collar occupations 
(primary industries, processing, etc.). In 
1991, 55% of leavers from two-parent 
families had fathers in such jobs, com-
pared with 40% of graduates. In contrast,  

only 11% of leavers had fathers with 
managerial, professional or technical 
jobs, compared with 30% of graduates. 

School leavers from two-parent families 
were twice as likely as gTaduates to have a 
father who was not working (14% 
compared with 7%). Similarly, 30% of 
leavers and 24% of graduates in two-par-
ent families had mothers who were not 
working. Leaver.s (18%) and graduates 
(1/o) from lone-parent families, however, 
were equally likely to have a parent 
without a job. 

Nonetheless, substantial proportions of 
leavers in two-parent families had both 
parents working in "white-collar" occupa-
tions. In 1991, 25% of fathers and 54% of 
mothers were in clerical, sales, service, 
managerial, professional or technical jobs. 

Parental attitudes Almost all parents 
(93%) considered high school completion 
to be very important regardless of their 
own educational background. This 
attitude about the value of education 
seemed to influence their children's 
behaviour. For example, in 1991 only 14% 
of children of parents who valued educa-
tion reported leaving school. In contrast, 
for the small minority of parents who did 
not think high school completion was 

Pr 	 I 
I .  

"A" M "B" M "C" 	"D"or"F" M Don'tknow 

1 During last year 01 school 
High sampling variability.  

Source: Statistics Canada. School Leavers Survey, 1991. 

Employment and Immigration Canada 
commissioned Statistics Canada to 
conduct the School Leavers Survey to 
estimate the extent of the problem 
and the circumstances associated with 
dropping out of school. A sample of 
9,460 18-20-year-olds was interviewed 
using a computer assisted telephone 
interview, administered from April to 
June, 1991. For more information on 
the results of the survey, contact 
l)oug Higgins, Projections and 
Analysis Section, Education, Culture 
and Tourism Division, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0T6, 
Telephone (613) 951-5870. 
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unportant, 4/o of their (hiT(lren lOd ki 
school without graduating 

Leavers' school experiences 111 1 
41% of k;ivers aged 18-20 said that the 
did not enioy school, compared with 10 
of graduates. A higher percentage of 
leavers than graduates were dissatisfied 
with both the variety of courses (25% ver 
sus 19%) and their usefulness (29' 
versus 20%). About 75% of leavers said 
that they skipped classes in their final 
year at school, compared with 59% ol 
graduates. Leavers were much more like-
ly than graduates to report that they did 
not get along with their teachers (15' 
versus 2%). Also, more leavers (14°1) 
than graduates (5%) said that they did not 
"fit in" at school. 
While there were distinct differences 

between leavers and graduates concern-
ing their school experience and reactions 
to it, most leavers enjoyed school, were 
not dissatisfied with their courses, got 
along with their teachers and felt that 
they did fit in at school. 

Leavers' academic performance 
School leavers were more likely than 
graduates to have experienced fiilure in 
elementary school. Among young men 
aged 18-20, 41% reported failing a grade 
in elementary school, compared with 
11% of graduates. Similarly, 27% of 
female leavers, compared with 5% of 
graduates, experienced early failure. 

More than one-half of leavers aged 18-21 
in 1991 had grade averages of "C" ()I 

lower before leaving school: 401/6 had a 
"C" average and 13%, a "D" or "F" aver-
age. In contrast, 20% of graduates had 
grade averages of "C" or lower. 

Although they did not do as well :Is 

graduates, over one-third of leavers had 
an "A" (5%) or "B" (32%) average during 
their last year of school. These leavers 
quit school despite very good academic 
performance. Moreover, 49% of leavers 
who cited personal or family reasons for 
leaving achieved "A" or "B" averages in 
their last year in school. 

2 In two-parent families, a "medium" level refers 
to families where both parents were high school 
graduates or where one parent had at least some 
posisecondary education and the other parent had 
less. In lone-parent families, the parent must have 
graduated from high school. "High parental edu-
cation refers to both parents or the lone parent 
having at least some postsecondary. 
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Men 	 Women 

L  —Iit- 
20+ hours 

Leavers 	 <20 hours 	Leavers 

-11111111119F]  • 	No job 

Graduates 	 Graduates 

Source Stanstics Canada. School Leavers Survey. 1991 

Men 	 Women 

tlEmployel  
Leavers 	 Unemployed 	Leavers 

Not in 

Iab 

•L • force 

Graduates 	 Graduates 
1 	pril-June 1991.   

High sampling variability 
Source StahsIiCS Canada. School Leavers Survey. 1991 

Working while in school Some 
controversy exists about the effects of 
employment during the school year. On 
the one hand, students who work long 
hours at iobs unrelated to school work 
may not have the time, energy or motiva-
tion to adequately focus on their studies. 
On the other hand, exposure to the job 
market at an early age may give students 
valuable experience and skills useful for 
their future working life. 

high school graduates were slightly 
more likely than leavers to work during 
their last year at school: 66% compared 
with 59%. Still, most leavers had no job 
during their last year of school or worked 
moderate weekly hours at a part-time 
job. In 1991. 3311f) of male leavers and 
-i% of female heavers held no job during 

the school year. Another 18 11/o of male 
leavers and 16% of female leavers 
worked less than 20 hours per week. 

School leavers, however, were more 
likely than graduates to work long hours. 
In 1991, 49 1)/6 of male leavers and 30% of 
female leavers spent 20 or more hours 
per week at a job, compared with 34% of 
male and 25% of female graduates. 

Lifestyle Most students drank alcohol 
during their last year of school. The pro-
portion was lower for leavers (67%)  than 
or graduates (75%). Leavers were more 
likely than graduates to have consumed 
alcohol on a regular basis: 18% of 
leavers, compared with 1 1% of graduates, 
reported drinking often. 
The use of drugs, such as marijuana 

and hashish and the misuse of prescrip-
tion drugs, such as tranquilizers, was 
much less common than alcohol con-
suniption among students. Still, 30% of 
leavers and 16% of graduates reported 
the use of such drugs during their last 
year of school. Most drug use by both 
groups, however, was experimental, with 
only 911/o of leavers and 1%*  of graduates 
reporting regular use. In addition, few 
graduates and leavers reported using 
drugs, such as cocaine, crack, speed or 
LSl). or sniffing glue or solvent.s. 
School leavers were more likely than 

graduates to have been in trouble with 
the law during their last year of school. 
In 1991. 12 11 6 of heavers rel)orled  that they 
had been convicted of a criminal offence, 
compared with 3% of graduates. These 
criminal offences excluded parking and 
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speeding tickets. However, most leavers 
(880/u) had no criminal convictions. 

Half regretted leaving school In 1991 
al most one-hall ol schooL leavers aged 
18-20 said that they were not happy with 
their decision to leave school. Still, 29% 
(32% of men and 23% of women) were 
happy with their decision. 

The reason most frequently given by 
those who regretted dropping out of 
school was that they now recognized the 
value of an education: 56% of male and 
50% of female leavers gave this as a 
reason. Other reasons for being unhappy 
with the decision to leave school 
included wanting or needing a diploma 
(4011/o of men and 32% of women) and 
being unable to get a goxl job (30% of 
men and 2 of women). 

Employment picture worse for 
leavers Leavers aged 18-20 were more 
likely than graduates to be unemployed. 
l)uring the period April-June 1991, 34% 
of male leavers, compared with 23% of 
male graduates, were unemployed. 
Among women, 26% of leavers and 18% 
of graduates were unemployed. A mitch 
higher proportion of female leavers (24%) 
than graduates (6%) were not in the 
labour force. This was likely related to 
the higher proportion of female leavers 
who had dependent children. 

Nonetheless, most school leavers were 
employed (63% of men and 50% of 
women). Male school leavers (62%) were 
more likely than graduates (47%) to work 
in blue-collar primary industries and 
processing occupations. Among both 
female leavers and graduates, similar 
proportions (76% and 781/o, respectively) 
worked in clerical, sales and service 

)Siti( )flS 

Low incomes for leavers and 
graduates Both school leavers and 
graduates had very modest incomes, 
reflecting their low level of education and 
entry-level jobs. In the 12 months preced-
ing the survey, 51% of both male leavers 
and graduates had a total personal income 
(before taxes and deductions) of $10,000 
or less. Sixty-one percent of female leavers 
and 66% of female graduates had total 
personal incomes in this range. 

These low incomes, particularly for men, 
did not appear to be due to working few  

hours. in 1991. 20 	ol uu!e lea er 
worked an average of 50 or more hours 
per week and another 4711/6 worked 40-49 
hours per week. 
Sources of income varied between 

leavers and graduates. Leavers, for 
example. were somewhat more likely than 
graduates to have received unemployment 
insurance in the previous year (28% 
compared with 23%). They were also more 
likely to have received social assistance or 
welfare. This was particularly true for 
female leavers, 30% of whom received 
welfare, compared with 10% of female 
graduates. Two-thirds of all leavers and 
graduates did not receive any financial 
support from their family, including a 
spouse or commt n-la v partner. 

Most plan to further their education 
Most sclax)l leavers (85) and graduates 
(87%) planned to continue their education 
in the future. In 1991, 46 1/6 of male school 
leavers said that they wanted to obtain 
skills or training in engineering and 
applied science technologies and trades. 
Female leavers were interested in 
commerce. nianagement and business 
administration (171/6), and fine and applied 
arts (12%). 
Twelve percent of male leavers 

thought they would be working in the 
construction trades in five years. Female 
leavers expected to he employed in 
clerical and related positions (15%) and 
in service occupations (13%). 

Conclusion 'Ihere are relationships 
between school leaving and family 
background, school and work experi-
ences, academic performance and after 
high school labour force activities. 
However, school leavers are a relatively 
more heterogeneous group than 
traditionally perceived. 

In a marketplace dominated by new 
knowledge. technologies and skills, high 
educational attainment appears to be a 
prerequisite for most occupations. The 
labour market outcome of school leavers 
may, therefore, be grim. Without a high 
school diploma, school leavers may lack 
the basic literacy and numeracy 
competency needed for additional 
training or upgrading their education. It is 
likely that those with low education, 
training or skill levels, including 1)0th 
leavers and high school graduates with-
out further education or training, will 
have difficulty ol)taining a reasonal)le 
job, earning a decent living and coping, 
in general, with today's society. 

Sid Gilbert is a Professor of Sociology at 
the University of Guelph and Bruce Orok 
is an analyst with ('anadian Social ii'uk 
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An International Comparison 
byjilhian Oderkirk 
adapted from Education at a Glance. OECD Indicators 1  

Educational attainment is a primary determinant of the skills of a nation's labour force, arid, in 
turn, its ability to compete in today's international marketplace. A well-educated labour force can 
provide a country with the innovation necessary for sustained and expanded economic growth 
in an increasingly competitive global economy. 
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Compared to other OECD nations, 
Canada has the highest or near-highest 
proportion of university-educated adults, 
current enrolment in higher education 
and public expenditure on education. 
However, a relatively lower proportion of 
students in Canada graduate with science 
or engineering degrees. Also. fewer 
young people in Canada than in many 
other OECD nations complete a sec-
ondary educanon (high school). 

As science and engineering specialists 
are necessary for increased and improved 
research and development, maintaining a 
low ratio of graduates in these fields may 
limit Canada's ability to compete with 
other nations. In addition, high rates of 
high school leavers represent a loss of 
potential talent and place a burden on 
Canada's social programs. 

The proportion of women with a univer-
sity degree lags behind that of men in all 
OECD countries; however, the extent of 
these gender differences varies. The pro-
portion of women with a non-university 
higher education, on the other hand, 
equals or exceecLs that of men. Women are 
also over-represented among adults whose 
highest level of educational attainment is  
a secondary education or less. These 
discrepancies will likely diminish in 
Canada and most OECD nations, however, 
because gender differences in current 
enrolment at all levels are now negligible. 
In nations where low levels of educational 
attainment among women persist, women 
will likely continue to encounter limited 
employment oplx)rtuflities. 

High educational attainment among 
Canadian adults In 1989. 150 ,1) of adult 
(::intdians ai.ed 25-6- had a university 
degree. This proportion was higher than 
that of all other OECD countries, with the 
exception of the United States (23%). 
Following Canada and the United States, 
13% of adults in Japan and 12% of those 
in Sweden were university educated. 
Portugal (4%), Austria (5%), Italy (6 1X) 

and the Netherlands (6%) had the lowest 
proportions of university-educated adults. 

Non-university higher education was 
less common among Canadian adults 
(15%) than among those in Australia 
(21%) and New Zealand (22%), where 

1 Education at a Glance, OECD indicators, Centre 
for Educational Research and Innovation, (OECD: 
Paris, 1992). 
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developed a series of education indicators for member countries which 
provide comparative information on the organization and operation of their 
education systems. 

Members of the OECD are Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, E)enrnark, 
Finland, France. Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan. Luxemlx)urg. 
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway. Portugal, Spain, Sweden. 
S\vit/erland. Turkey, the I 'nited Kingd nii and the United States. 

ISCEI), the International 	iandard Classification for Education, developed by 
UNESCO, was used by the OECD as a means of compiling internationally 
comparable statistics on education. According to the ISCED, educational 
programs may he classified as follows: 

ISCED 	Education level 	Definition Canadian equivalent 
0 	Pre-primary 	Preceding the first level Kindergarten 
1 	Primary 	First level Grades 1-8 
2 	Lower secondary 	Second level, first stage Grades 9-10 
3 	Secondary 	Second level, second stage Grades 11-13 
5 	Non-university 	Leads to an award College or 

higher 	that is not equivalent to a CEGEP 
education 	first university degree 

6-7 	University 	Leads to a first university University 
degree or to a postgraduate 
degree 

25.4% 
Canada 29.6% 

Austria 28.0% 
2  1.9% 

united States 24.3%  256 0/0 

Finland _________________________________________ 23.1% 
22 6% 

Spain 22.1% 
23.3% 

Germany 23.1% 
14.9% 

Denmark 20.61'o 
1 6.4% 

France 17.4%  19.2% 

Italy 	_______________________________________ 18.6%  17.0°/s 	 Men 
Australia 15.4°f 

14.7% 	 Women 

1 Full-time and part-lime enrolment converted to full-time equivalents. Population is those 
of theoretical university enrolment ae (18-25 in Canada). 
Source: OECD. 1992. 
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TiN' 	CIITI 

135% 

1 30% 

:1. 	 14% 

ii .. 

1 Both university and non - university higher education. 
Source: OECD, 1992 

Men 	Women 

36.1% 
Belgium 

•=J 3 2% 

-- 	 30.8% 
Portugal 

7 2% 

30.7% __________ ___ 
Finland

5.6% 

29.8% 13. Japa 6%

__________________________ 28.0% 
Sweden 

27.8% 
Germany 

P 	 27.2% 
Denmark 

Canada 	
13.0% 

Source: OECD, 1992. 

many programs are offered in a non-university setting. Most 
OECD countries, however, had smaller proportions of adults 
with this type of education. Proportions ranged from 2% in 
Portugal to 121/o in the United States and 13% in the Netherlands. 
The only exception, other than Australia and New Zealand, was 
Switzerland where the proportion of adults with a non-university 
education equalled that of Canada. 

Most adults in Canada (6/) and other OECD countries. how-
ever, had neither a university nor a non-university higher 
education. Proportions in the United States (64 1/6), Australia 
(6/6). New Zealand (68%) and Switzerland (70 1/o) were similar 
to that of Canada. However, in Southern Europe (Italy, Portugal 
and Spain) and Austria, 90% to 95% of adults did not have a 
postsecondary education. In countries of Central, Western and 
Northern Europe, with the exception of Austria and Switzerland, 
77% to 85% did not have a posLsecondary education. In Japan, 
the proportion was 781/h. 

These proportions represent the educational attainment of the 
entire population aged 25-64. As a result, they do not reflect 
recent expansions in secondary and postsecondary education that 
have occurred in several countries, such as Portugal and Spain. 
Demographic factors, such as migration and mortality, also 
influence the data. 

Fewer women with university degrees in all countries In 
Canada and most other OECD countries, men are more likely 
than women to have a university education, whereas women are 
more likely than men to have non-university higher education. 
This is partly because, in many nations, non-university programs 
provide training for traditionally female-dominated occupations, 
such as teaching or nursing. 

For every 100 Canadian men aged 25-64 with a university 
education in 1989, there were 78 women with the same level of 
education. Gender differences were smaller in Sweden (87 
women per 100 men), Spain (84 women per 100 men) and the 
United States (81 women per 100 men). In all other OECD 
countries except Portugal, however, gender differences were 
larger. The greatest differences were in Switzerland (45), 
Belgium (43), the Netherlands (39) and Japan (25). The gender 
difference in Portugal equalled that of Canada. 

Among Canadians with a non-university higher education, there 
were 115 women for every 100 men. Countries where women 
were considerably more over-represented in non-university 
programs included Japan, Australia, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, Portugal and Denmark. In these countries, the ratio 
ranged from 163 to 340 women for every 100 men. Fewer women 
than men had a non-university higher education in the I.Inited 
States, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Norway. 

Government spending on education in Canada high Public 
expenditure on education in Canada represented 14.4% of total 
government spending in 1988. Only Finland (17.1%) and 
Switzerland (14.7 1/) spent a greater proportion of their total 
public expenditure on education that year. The average propor-
tion allocated to education in OECD countries was 12.0%. 

In Canada, 65.2% of all government spending on education was 
directed toward primary and secondary education and 34.8% 
toward both university and non-university higher education. In 

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS - AUTUMN 1993 	 STATISTICS CANADA - CATALOGUE 11 -008t 



contrast most other OECD countries 
directed a greater proportion of their 
education budgets to primary and 
secondary education. The average 
percentage of pul)!ic expenditure on edu-
cation directed toward primary and 
secondary education among OECD coun-
tries was 73.0%, while expenditure on 
higher education averaged 21.4. Support 
from the public sector in Canada has 
made higher education accessil)le to more 
Canadians than it would have been if all 
costs were privately fInanced. 

Pre-prlmary and university enrolment 
rates differ In Canada. 575%2  of young 
people aged 2-29 were students in educa-
tional programs ranging from pre-pnmarv 
through to post.secondary education. Only 
three other OECI) countries, Belgium 
(63.6%), France (62.0 1%) and Spain 
(59.6%) had significantly higher enrolment 
rates than Canada. The lowest enrolment 
rates were in Turkey, Luxembourg, 
Portugal and Sweden. In these countries, 
the average rate was 46.4%. Most of the 
variations in enrolment rates among 
countries are due to differences in 
l)articip1tion in pre-primaly educational 
programs and postsecondary education. 

Enrolment rates in Belgium and France, 
in particu ar. are Ii iih because these 

countries have nearly universal pre-pri-
mary enrolment of children beginning at 
age 3, with over 90% of children age 3 
participating. In over one-half of all 
OECD countries, pre-primary education 
begins at age 3. Fewer children are 
enrolled during the first year in these 
countries, however, than in Belgium and 
France. In Canada, pre-primary education 
begins, typically, at age 5. The only 
OECD countries, other than Canada. 
which commence pre-prima ry education 
at age 5 or 6 are Denmark. Norway. 
Sweden and Switzerland. 

Participation in higher education both 
within and outside of universities was 
more common in Canada than in other 
OECD countries. In 1988, 48.7% of young 
Canadians aged 18-20 were enrolled in 
full-time non-university higher education 
which includes colleges and CEGEP pro-
grams (Quebec). Participation in the 
United States (44.6%) was slightly less 
than in Canada. The next highest enrol-
ment rates were in Australia (34.3%), 
Sweden (27.31/6)  and Japan (26.3%). In 
some OECD countries, non-university 
higher education was almost non-exis-
tent. Rates were less than 5% in Austria, 
Luxembourg, Italy and Turkey. 

Similarly, a larger proportion of young 
adults agc d 18-2 in Canada 27.5%)  

were enrolled in university than young 
adults in other OECD countries. High 
enrolment rates were also found in 
Austria (25%), the United States (24./o), 
Finland (22.8%) and Spain (22.7%). In 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Turkey, less than 10% of young 
adults were enrolled in university. 

Gender differences smaller among 
those currently enrolled in higher 
education Although there are dilter-
ences in the educational attainment of 
iiien and women overall, in Canada and 
most OECD countries, gaps between the 
current enrolment rates of men and 
women in higher education are now 
small. In Canada, the difference was less 
than 6 percentage points for non-univer-
sity higher education and just over 4 
percentage points for university higher 
education in 1988. Large differences in 
enrolment rates between men and 
women still persist, however, in Japan, 
I)eninark, Turkey and Germany. 
University enrolment of men was more 
than three times that of women in Japan 
and double that of women in Turkey. On 
the other hand, women were more than 

2 Part-time participation in formal education was 
converted to full-time equivalents. 
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Relative 	 C.iTd 
selected _ 

Secondary 
education 1 i 	i ii 	ii 

Cariasa 	ulateG Kiuguom 	Australia 1 	Saeii 	Denivaik 1 	New Zealand 
1989 	1988 	1985 	1989 	1988 	1986 	1988 	1988 	1989 

Pre-primary or 
primaryeducation 	48% 	-- 	83% 	76% 	-- 	 -- 	 76% 	-- 	77% 
Lower secondary 
education 	64% 	94% 	86% 	84% 	84% 	75% 	90% 	85% 	84% 
Non-university 
highereducation 	132% 	131% 	123% 	105°h 	131% 	103% 	116% 	100% 	101% 
university higher 
education 	190% 	189% 	178% 	171% 	163% 	146% 	153% 	145% 	143% 

1 Estimates unavailable for pre-primary and primary. 
Source: OECD, 1992 
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All science and Natural Computer Engineering 
engineering sciences sciences 

- % of all graduates 

France 39.6 10.4 7.7 21.6 
Belgium 32.9 5.6 2.0 25.3 
Finland 32.0 6.6 5.5 19.9 
Germany 29.3 7.8 2.8 18.7 
Ireland 26.9 14.1 2.6 12.3 
Japan 26.1 3.1 -- 23.0 
Denmark 25.8 5.8 1.3 18,7 
Canada 17.6 6.4 4.5 6.8 

Source: OECD, 1992. 

twice as likely as men to be enrolled in a 
non-university higher education program 
in Japan. Denmark and Germany. 

Secondary completion lower, university 
graduation higher in Canada Young 
people in Canada are less likely to 
complete a secondary education than 
young people in several other OECD 
countries. However, the proportion com-
pleting a first university degree in Canada 
is second only to that of the United States 
and Japan. 
The OECD estimated secondary 

graduation levels by expressing the 
number of secondary graduates as a 
proportion of the population of theoretical 
secondary school completion age (age 17 
in Canada). According to this calculation, 
about one-half of all OECD countries 
had higher rates of secondary school 
graduation than Canada. 

Similarly, to determine graduation rates, 
the population graduating with a first 
university degree or equivalent was 
expressed as a proportion of the popu-
lation of theoretical completion age (age 22 
in Canada). According to this calculation, 
the graduation rate in Canada (25.41/6) was 
higher than that of most other OECD 
countries. Only Japan (26.3%) and the 
United States (25.61/6) had higher rates. The 
average completion rate among OECD 
countries was 15.21/o. 

Science and engineering degrees less 
common in Canada In Canada. 17.6% of 

all university degrees awarded in 1988 
were sdence or engineering degrees. Only 
three other OECD countries had a smaller 
proportion of science and engineering 
graduates than did Canada: Italy (15.91/0, 
Norway (15.5%) and Spain (13.6%). In 
Canada, low rates occurred, in part, 
because students have greater access to 
liberal arts programs than students in many 
other countries. In contrast, more than 25% 
of all degrees granted in Japan, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Denmark and 
Finland were for science or engineering. 
Among these top seven countries, most 
graduates held engineering degrees. In 
Canada, only 6.81/o of science and engineer-
ing graduates had engineering degrees. 

Very few women in all OECD countries 
graduated with engineering degrees 
in 1988. An average of 3.5% of female 
university graduates were awarded 
engineering degrees, compared with 20.4 1/o 

of male university graduates. In Canada, 
just 1.4% of all degrees awarded to women 
in 1988 were for engineering, compared 
with 131/o of degrees awarded to men. 

Gender differences in the natural 
and computer sciences were not as 
pronounced. In Canada, however, there 
were almost twice as many male 
graduates with natural science degrees 
and more than three times as many male 
graduates with computer science degrees 
than there were female graduates. 

Higher educational attainment leads 
to higher earnings Throughout the 

OECD, higher levels of education were 
associated with higher earnings among 
adults aged 45-64. However, the spread 
between earnings by education level 
varied by country. Among all OECD 
countries with available data, the greatest 
differences in earnings by education level 
were in the United States. In that country, 
the average earnings of adults with a 
primary education in 1989 were less than 
half of those with a secondary education. 
On the other hand, American adults with a 
university education earned almost twice 
as much as those with an secondary 
education. The .smallest earnings 
differentials by education level were 
found in Denmark and New Zealand. 

In Canada, the average 1989 earnings of 
adults aged 45-64 with a university 
education were 1.7 times greater than the 
earnings of those with a secondary 
education. Similarly, the earnings of adults 
with non-university higher education were 
1.1 times greater than the earnings of those 
with a secondary education. The average 
earnings of adults aged 45-64 with a lower 
secondary education were 84% of those of 
adults with a secondary education. The 
average earnings of adults with a primary 
education or less were 76% of those of 
adults with a secondary education. 

Jillian Oderkirk is an Editor with 
canadian Social 7h'nd.s 
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Time Use 
of Canadians 
in 1992 
by Mary Sue Devereaux 
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0 ne-in-three Canadians feel 
they are constantly under stress, 
trying to juggle personal, family 
and work demands on their time. 
Women, particularly mothers 
with young chiJdren and a 
full-time job, feel especially time 
pressured. Whether they are 
students, working at or looking 
for a job, keeping house or 
retired, women report having 
less free time than men. 

The amount of time that both 
men and women devote to any 
l)Irticular activity varies with 
their work and family responsi-
bilities. For example, people 
whose main activity is working 
at a job or business spend 
the most time on paid work. 
Similarly, those whose main 
activity is keeping house 
perform more hours of unpaid 
work than any other group. 
Nonetheless, some generali-
zations can be made about how 
adult Canadians, overall, spend 
their time. 
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Main activity 

Activity Total Employed Keeping Looking Student Retired 
population house for work 

Average daily hours' 

Paid work and related activities 
Men 4.5 6.7 -- 1.1 1.0 0.2 

Women 2.7 5.7 0.3 0.8 0.9 0.1 
Unpaid work 

Men 2.6 2.3 -- 3.4 1.0 4.0 
Women 4.5 3.5 6.4 5.5 1.8 4.6 

School and education 
Men 0.6 0.1 -- 0.4 5.7 0.0 

Women 0.6 0.2 0.1 0.2 5.5 0.0 
Personal care 

Men 10.3 9.9 -- 11.0 10.3 11.5 
Women 10.8 10.3 11.0 10.7 10.6 11.6 

Free time 
Men 6.0 5.1 -- 8.0 6.1 8.3 

Women 5.5 4.3 6.2 6.8 5.2 7.7 

I Seven-day average. 
Source: Statistics Canada, 1992 General Social Survey. 

According to Statistics Canada's 1992 
General Social Survey, all Canadian adults 
averaged.' over a seven-day period, 3.6 
hours a day on paid work and the same 
amount of time on unpaid work, such as 
domestic chores and volunteer activities. 
Free time accounted for another 5.7 
hours. The largest block of time - 10.5 
hours - was spent on personal care, most 
of it (8.1 hours) sleep. The remaining half 
hour in the average clay was spent on 
education and related activities. 

Men and women spend their time 
differently Men generally spent more 
time on paid work than did women, 
reflecting their higher Labour force partic -
ipation and greater likelihood to work 
full-time. In 1992 men averaged 4.5 hours 
a clay of paid work 2  and related activities 
(including commuting), while women 
averaged 2.7 hours. 

In contrast, women spent far more time 
than men on unpaid work, which 
includes child care, cooking and meal 
clean-up, house cleaning and laundry, 
shopping, maintenance and repairs, and 
volunteer activities. In 1992 women did 
an average of 4.5 hours a day of unpaid 
work, compared with only 2.6 hours for 
men. In addition, women spent more 
time than men on each individual unpaid 
work activity, with tile exception of 
maintenance and repairs. 

The only component of unpaid work 
that was clearly the domain of men was 
maintenance and repairs. There was no 
difference in the time that men and 
women devoted to volunteer work. 

Men had slightly more free time than 
did women: an average of 6.0 hours a 
day versus 5.5 hours. Men spent most of 
this time watching television, an average 
of 2.4 hours a day, compared with 2.0 
hours a day for women. 

Working as a main activity Paid 
workers are a diverse group that includes 
young singles. couples with or without 
children, dual-earners and empty-nesters. 
Given this broad cross-section of 
Canadians, with varying responsibilities 
and obligations, it is difficult to make 
general statements about the way they 
spend their time. Nonetheless, the time 
use of people whose main activity is 
working at a job or business differs 
substantially from that of other adults. 

In 1992 paid work and related activities 
(including commuting) was the main 
activity of 6.6 million men and 4.6 
million women aged 15 and over. They 
represented 63% of adult men and 42% 
of adult women. Averaged over seven 
days, these men spent more time each 
day on the job than did women: 6.1 
hours versus 5.2 hours. This is partly 
because women were more Likely than 
men to have part-time jobs. As well, men 
spent slightly more time than women 
commuting to work: 32 minutes versus 
28 minutes. 

However, female workers made up for 
this difference when they got home. Not 
only were they more likely than male 
workers to do unpaid work on any given 
day (a daily participation rate of 93% 
versus 7Y3/o), but they also did more of it: 
3.5 hours compared with 2.3 hours. 
When paid and unpaid work are 
combined, employed women actually 
"worked" slightly more hours a day (9.2) 
than did employed men (9.0). 
Specifically, women, whose main 

activity was working at a job or business, 
spent an average of 54 minutes a day on 
meal preparation and clean-up, compared 
with 19 minutes for employed men. The 
discrepancy also prevailed for tasks such  

as cleaning and laundry: a daily average 
of 47  minutes for working women and 10 
minutes for men. As well these women 
devoted more time to shopping and 
primary child care than did their male 
counterparts. Maintenance and repair and 
other household work are the only house-
hold tasks on which employed men spent 
more time than did employed women 
(43 minutes a (lay versus 20 minutes). 

Women working full-time 3  are more 
affected by the presence of young children 
than are men. In 1992 women who were 
employed full-time and whose youngest 
child was under age 6 did a daily average 
of 5.4 hours of unpaid work, including 
child care, while their male counterparts 
did just 3.4 hours of unpaid work. 

Women working full-time devoted 2.2 
hours a day to pnmaiy child care, whereas 
the con'esponding figure for men was 1.2 
hours. Primary child care refers only to 
time actually devoted to doing something 
for a child (for instance, feeding or 
bathing). It does not include the time 
when the main focus might be on another 
activity (cooking dinner, for example), 
although children are close by and are 
being supervised. In fact, if time spent with 
children tinder age 6 is considered, these 
mothers spent an average of 6.0 hours a 
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day with children; for fathers Working full-
time, the average was 4.3 hours. 

Employed women tended to spend 
more time on personal care, including 
sleep, than did employed men. The daily 
average for women was 103 hours, 
whereas for men the average was 9.9 
hours. Sleep accounted for much of this 
difference, as employed women averaged 
8.0 hours a night and 
employed men, 7.7 hours. 
On the other hand. 	I 

employed men had more 
free time - an average of 
5.1 hours a day, compared 
with 4.3 hours for em-
ployed women. Some 
of the discrepancy was 
attril)utahle to television 
viewing, which consumed 
an average of 2.0 hours a 
day for employed men, hut 
just 1.4 hours for employed 
women. Employed men 
also spent more time than 
women on active leisure 
activities, such as sports, 
hobbies and games. 

Women keeping house 
Women :iccounted for 
virtually all (96%) of the 
3.4 million people who 
described their main activity 
as keeping house in 1992. 
These women made up 
30 1% of the adult female 
population. 

As might be expected, 
women keeping house 
did more unpaid work 
than any other group - an 
average of 6.4 hours a day. And while 
the specific tasks varied for women of 
different ages, the total amount of unpaid 
work remained relatively constant. 

They also spent the most time on prim-
ary child care. And if hours spent with 
children are consklered, mothers whose 
main activity was keeping house and who 
had children younger than age 15 aver-
aged 8.3 hours a day with their children. 

The average amount of free time avail-
able to women keeping house was 6.2 
hours a day. about 2 hours more than 
was reported by women whose main 
activity was working at a jot) or business. 
While television viewing took up over a  

third of these free hours (2.4), socializing 
and active leisure pursuits together 
accounted for a longer peri(xl (3.1 hours). 

Job-seekers In 1992 just over one million 
Canadian adults reported that their main 
activity was "looking for work. Men aged 
15 and over (7%) were more likely than 
women that age (3%) to he job-seekers. 

The lack of paid cillplo\ IlleflI meant 
that job-seekers had more time for house-
hold chores, leisure and sleep. Unpaid 
work, in particular, claimed a consider-
able amount of job-seekers' time, 
especially among women. Overall these 
women spent an average of 5.5 hours a 
day on unpaid work, compared with 3.4 
hours for men. Female job-seekers spent 
almost as much time on house cleaning 
and laundry as did women whose main 
activity was keeping house, but spent 
substantially less time on cooking and 
primary child care. However, at 1.3 
hours, their average daily shopping time 
was greater than that of any other group. 

As a result, male job-seekers had consid-
erably more free time than did their female 
counterparts: 8.0 hours compared with 6.8. 
The difference was largely attributable to 
active leisure, which took up an average of 
1.8 hours a day for men, but just 1.0 hour 
for women. As well, these men spent more 
time socializing than did comparable 
women (2.6 hours versus 2.3 hours). On 

the other hand, both men and 
women looking for work 
devoted just under 3 hours a 
day to television viewing. 

* 	
Students Students are often 
young single people with 
few family or work responsi-
bilities. Therefore, their time 
is largely governed by the 
hours that they must devote 
to educational activities. In 
1992 about 1.9 million 
people aged 15 and over 
reported their main activity 
as students. They accounted 
for just under 9% of both 
men and women this age. 

Education and related activ-
ities consumed an average of 
5.7 hours a day for male 
students and 5.5 hours for 
lemale students. Relatively 
few (19% of the men and 
17% of the women) reported 
paid work. Consequently, for 
both men and women, daily 
paid employment averaged 
less than an hour. As well 
students did little unpaid 
work - 1.0 hour for men 
and 1.8 hours for women. 
Therefore, their total work 

time (i.e. paid and unpaid) was less than 
that of any other group: 2.0 hours for 
men and 2.7 hours for women. However, 
if the hours spent on their studies are 
counted as "work' (students would be 
unlikely to consider it leisure"), their 
total average daily work time amounted 
to 7.7 hours for men and 8.2 hours for 
women. These totals approached those of 

1 Daily time-use data is averaged over seven days 

2 Only activities identified as the respondent's pri-
mary activity at any given time are presented: 
however, the respondent may have also been 
doing other activities at the same time. 

3 Working 30 hours or more at their job(s). 
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Statistics Canada's General Souat Survey (GS ) collects data on a varieR of 
socioeconomic topics from approximately 10,000 households, The survey ,  
operates on a five-year cycle, each year examining one of five core subjects: 
health, time use, accidents and criminal victimization, education and work, 
and family and friends. More information on time use is available in the 
General Social Survey Working Paper 	9: "Overview of 1992 General Social 
Survey on Time Use:" from the Public Use Microdata File: or by contacting 
General Social Survey, Housing. Family and Social Statistics I)ivision, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 016. Telephone: (613) 951-02 79. 

by 	 I.lIi;iI 

Average daily hours 1 	 Men 

go 	9.2 	 Paid work 
Unpaid J 	I 	and 

work 	Women 	r-  related 
6.8 

] 	

activities 
6.3 	

_______ 
- 

Working at a job 	Keeping 	Looking 	Student 	Retired 
or business 	house 	for work 

Seven-day average. 
Source: Statistics Canada. 1992 General Social Survey. 

Men 0  Women 	 3. 8 8.0 	 77 

Average daily hours 1 	 6.8 
6.2 	 6.1 

5.1 5.2 

4.3 1 
 

Working at a lob 	Keeping 	Looking 	Student 	Retired 
or business 	house 	for work 

1 Seven-day average. 
Source 	Statistics Canada. 1992 General Social Survey 

men and women whose main activity was 
paid employment. 

Aside from the employed, students had 
the least free time of any group. However, 
as was typical of the other groups, male 
students reported more free hours than 
did their female counterparts: an average 
of 6.1 hours a day, compared with 5.2. 
Television viewing and active leisure pur -
suits took up more time for male than 
female students. Male students spent more 
time on active sports than did men in any 
other situation, averaging more than an 
hour a day. Female students, on the other 
hand, spent more time socializing than did 
male students and almost as much time as 
women who were job-seekers. 

Retired The retired population in 1992 
numbered close to 2.7 million. Almost 15% 
of adult men reported that they were retired, 
compared with just 11% of adult women. 

The vast majority of retired people are 
aged 55 and over and SO are less likely to 
have family responsibilities or to be kxk-
ing for work than other adults. Therefore, 
retirees can devote more time to other 
activities, such as volunteer work. 

Although the typical division of male 
and female time prevailed among retired 
people, it was less pronounced than in 
any other group. Retired women aver-
aged 4.6 hours of unpaid work a day, 
compared with 4.0 hours for retired men. 
Compared to men whose main activity 
was working at a job or business, looking 
for work or studying, those who were 
retired spent the most time cooking, 
house cleaning and shopping. 

The retirement years allow more time for 
volunteer work. Male retirees averaged 49 
minutes a day on these activities, com-
pared with 31 minutes for female retirees. 

Retirees had the most free time - a daily 
average of 8.3 hours for men and 7.7 
hours for women. And while they 
watched the most television (3.5 hours 
for men and 2.8 hours for women), they 
also spent considerable time socializing 
(about 2 hours a day for both men and 
women) and on active leisure pursuit.s. 

Mary Sue Devereaux is an analyst with 
the Labour and Household Surveys 
Analysis l)ivision, Statistics Canada. 
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Ethnic Di*versity 
in the 1990s 
by Viviane Renaud and Jane Badets 

anada is becoming increasingly diverse in its ethnic composition, 
with proportionate/v more people reporting origins other than British or 
French. This trend is part/v due to an increase in the nutnher of recent 
immigrants coming from non-European rather than European countries. it 
is also influenced by an increase in the number of people reporting 
canadian or Aboriginal ancestry. Nonetheless, most people in all provinceS 
still claim British or French origins. Canada's ethnic make-nj, however 
varies considerably by region, rejiecting where dUTerent waves of immi -
grants have settled oirr time. 
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British and French still Canada's 
largest ethnic groups According to the 
1901 (eiiis, Uritish and French are still 
the kirI.et ethnic groups in Canada. The 
po >rt i( lii ol P  pie reporting British 

only origins, however, declined over the 
last five years to 28% of the population in 
1991. from 34% in 1986. Also over the 
same period, the number of people with 

British only origins declined to 7.6 million. 
from 8.4 million. 

Relatively little change occurred in the 
proportion or the number of people with 
French ancestry. In 1991, 23% of the pop-
ulation reported French only origins, 
compared with 24% in 1986. The number 
of people in this group, however, 
increased slightly to 6.2 million from 6.1 
million over the same period. 

The proportions of people reporting 
lritish and French ancestry, as well as 
lritish andi or French in conjunction with 
tiler ethnic origins, also remained fairly 

-1.ible between 1986 and 1991. In 1991, 
of the population reported a comhjna-

non of British and French backgrounds, 
chile 14% reported British and/or French 
in conjunction with other ethnic origins. 

Increasing proportion neither British 
nor French In 1991, 31% of the popu-
lation reported an ethnic background 
It her than British or French, up from 25% 

in 1986. There were two major reasons for 
this trend: first, the number of recent 
immigrants and non-permanent residents 
(who were included for the first time in 
the 1991 Census) with neither British nor 
French backgrounds increased; and 
secondly, higher proportions of people 
reported Canadian and Aboriginal origins 
in 1991. 
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More people reporting Canadian 
Between 1986 and 1991, the census record-
ed a substantial increase in the number of 
respondents reporting Canadian ancestry. 
Pre-census publicity calling for the report-
ing of Canadian as an expression of 
national identity may have contributed to 
this recent increase and the corresponding 
decrease in other origins, especially British. 

Over one million respondents. or 4% of 
the total population, reported some 
Canadian ancestry in 1991: 765100 
reported Canadian only and 267,900 
reported Canadian in conjunction with 
other ethnic origins. People reporting 
Canadian were the fourth largest single 
response ethnic group in the country and 
in the top ten single response groups in 
every province except Quebec. 

A segment of the population has always 
reported their ancestry as Canadian. As 
early as 1951 when the census first 
published results on Canadian ethnic ori-
gin. 71.800 people reported their origin as 

Canadian. By 1986. 69,100 people report-
ed a single origin of Canadian, while 
43,800 reported Canadian in conjunction 
with some other ethnic background. 

Two-thirds (67 0b) of those reporting 
Canadian ethnic ancestry in 1991 - both 
single and multiple - lived in Ontario. A 
further 12% resided in Alberta, 8% in 
British Columbia. 4% in Saskatchewan and 
3% in Quebec. The remaining 6 11 . ,  lived in 
the other provinces and territoric' 

Increase in reported Aboriginal origins 
Just over one million people in Canad:' 
reported one or more Aboriginal origins in 
1991, up from nearly three-quarters of 
million in 1986. Demographic factors can-
not explain a five-year increase of thk 
magnitude. Clearly, many people who had 
not previously reported Aboriginal ancestry 
did so in 1991. This was most likely due to 
heightened awareness of Aboriginal issues. 

Continued (in pai' 2() 
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Ethnicity and related definitions Measures of ethnicity are complex and 
can be affected by changes in the environment in which the questions are 
asked, as well as by changes in respondents' understanding or views about 
the topic. In addition, factors such as awareness of family background or 
length of time since immigration can affect responses to the question, as can 
confusion with other concepts, such as citizenship, nationality or language. 

• Ethnic origin refers to the ethnic or cultural group(s) to which an 
individual's ancestors belonged; it pertains to the ancestral roots or origins 
of the population and not to place of birth, citizenship or nationality. 

• Single ethnic response occurs when a respondent reports only one ethnic 
origin. For example, 750,055 people indicated that their only ethnic origin 
was Italian. 

• Mn'lt(p/e ethnic response occurs when a respondent reports more than one 
ethnic origin. For example, 397,720 people gave a response which 
included Italian and one or more other ethnic or cultural groups. 

• British only origins include single responses of English, Irish, Scottish, 
Welsh or other British, as well as multiple British only responses - that is. 
a combination of English, Irish, Scottish. Welsh or other British. 

• French only origins include the single responses of French, Acadian. 
Québécois and multiple French only responses - that is, a combination 
of French, Acadian or Quebëcois. 

• Non-permanent residents refers to people who hold student or employ- 
ment authorizations. Minister's permits or who are refugee claimants. 
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Total 	British 	French 	British 	British 	Other 
only 	only 	and 	and/or 

French French 
and other 

	

Newfoundland 	
883 	1 7 	3.9 	3.6 	2.5 

Other main 
groups (single 
responses as 
% ol total 
population) 

% 
Aboriginal 	0.9 
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Number 	563,940 tierman U2 
Canadian 0.2 

Prince Edward Island 
% 	100.0 65.6 9.4 12.3 8.7 4.0 Dutch 1.0 
Number 	128.100 Canadian 0.6 

German 0.5 

Nova Scotia 
100.0 582 63 9.0 15.5 10.9 German 2.8 

Number 	890,950 Black 1.2 
Cinadian 1.1 

New Brunswick 
100.0 44.0 33.5 9.2 8.3 4.9 Canadian 1.3 

Number 	716,495 German 0.6 
Aboriginal 0.6 

Uuebec 
100,0 5.1 74.6 2.7 3.7 13,9 Italian 2.6 

Number 	6,810,300 Jewish 1.1 
Aboriginal 1.0 

Greek 0.7 

Ontario 
% 	100.0 34.9 5.3 4.6 15.5 39.7 Canadian 5.3 
Number 	9.977,055 Italian 4.9 

German 2.9 
Chinese 2.7 

Manitoba 
100.0 24.8 5.0 2.9 19.8 47.4 German 8.7 

Number 	1,079,390 Aboriginal 6.9 
Ukrainian 6.9 

Saskatchewan 
100.0 23.4 3.1 2.5 25.2 45.8 German 12.4 

Number 	976,040 Aboriginal 6.8 
Ukrainian 5.7 

Alberta 
100.0 27.7 3.0 3.3 24.6 41.5 German 7.4 

Number 	2,519,185 Ukrainian 4.1 
Canadian 3.7 

British Columbia 
100.0 35.2 2.1 3.3 21.7 37.7 Chinese 5.6 

Number 	3,247,505 German 4.8 
East Indian 2.7 
Aboriginal 2.3 

Yukon 
100.0 29.6 3.2 4.2 28.6 34.4 Aboriginal 13.7 

Number 	27,655 German 3.8 

Northwest Territories 
100.0 14.7 2.4 2.5 16.1 64.3 Aboriginal 51.2 

Number 	57,430 Canadian 1.8 

Canada 
% 	100.0 28.1 22.8 4.0 14.2 30.9 German 3.4 
Number 	26,994,040 Canadian 2.8 

Italian 2.8 
Chinese 2.2 

Source: Statistics Canada, 1991 Census of Canada 
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resulting from the considerable public attention given to these 
issues in the year prior to the 1991 Census. 
The sharp increase in the number of people reporting 

Alxriginal origins resulted in a rise in the proportion of the pop-
ulation with this ancestry. In 1991, 2.0 1/o of Canada's population 
reported Aboriginal origins in combination with other back-
grounds, up from 1.4% in 1986. The increase was somewhat less 
for those reporting single Aboriginal origins (to 1.7% from 1.5%). 

Increase in people with Asian origins A rise in the number 
of people reporting Asian ancestry reflects increased Asian immi-
gration to Canada in recent decades. Those reporting single 
Asian origins (South Asian, East and South East Asian) represent-
ed 5.1 1/o of the total population in 1991, up from 3.5% in 1986. 
The largest Asian single response groups in 1991 were Chinese 
(2.2% of the total population) and East Indian (1.2%). 

People of Caribbean or Latin/Central/South American origins 
comprised 0.7% of the total population in 1991, up from 03% in 
1986. The proportion reporting a single Black ancestry (0.8%) 
was about the same in 1991 as in 1986. 

People reporting European ancestry continue to comprise the 
largest proportion of the population with neither British nor French 
origins. In 1991 people reporting a single European origin made 
up 15% of the total population, a proportion virtually unchanged 
since 1986. The three largest European single origin groups were 
German (3.4%), Italian (2.8%) and Ukrainian (1.5%) in 1991. 

Atlantic Canada has highest proportion with British roots 
Among all provinces, Newfoundland had the highest proportion 
of residents reporting British only origins (88%). Other propor-
tions ranged from 66% in Prince Edward Island and 58 1/o in Nova 
Scotia to it% in New Brunswick. 

People of French only ancestry represented one-third of the 
population of New Brunswick in 1991. The proportion reporting 
French only origins was less than 100 in each of the other three 
Atlantic provinces. 

Of the four Atlantic provinces, Nova Scotia (11%) had the 
highest proportion reporting origins that did not include British 
or French. This compared with 5% or less in each of the 
other three provinces. 

Three-quarters of Quebec's population report French only 
origins Quebec had. by far, the highest proportion of people 
reporting French only origins (T0/). This was down from 
78% in 1986. 

Nonetheless, Quebec was a common destination for many 
non-British, non-French ethnic groups. In 1991, 44% of people 
reporting Arab single origins resided in Quebec, the largest Arab 
community in Canada. Quebec also had the largest Haitian com-
munity in Canada, with 95% of all people in Canada reporting 
Haitian single origins residing in this province. Next to Ontario. 
Quebec had the largest communities of people with Italian, 
Jewish, Greek, Portuguese. West Asian. Indo-Chinese, Latin/ 
Central/South American, Caribbean and Black origins. 

People in Quebec with origins other than French or British were 
concentrated in the Montreal census metropolitan area (CMA). In 
1991, 85% of all provincial residents who reported origins other 
than French or British lived in that CMA. The largest Lebanese and 
Haitian communities in Canada were in Montreal. 

Ontario: a diversity of ethnic groups Over half of Canada's 
immigrant population resided in Ontario in 1991. The attraction 

Cominued on pa.i.e 22 
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Ruportitig ol mixed ([hOle backgrotiiids in 	1 I 
Canadians have been able to descril)e their ethnic hack-
ground more fully on the census by reporting more than one 
ethnic ongin. Nearly eight million people in 1991, or 291/6 of 
the population. reported more than one ethnic origin. This 
proportion is about the same as it was in 1986 (28 1/6). 

Nearly one-third (320/) of the Canadian-born population 
reported a mixed ethnic background in 1991, compared 
with only 11% of the immigrant population. However, the 
reporting of multiple ethnic origins varied among ethnic 
groups. For example, 81% of people reporting Irish and 
790/0 reporting Scottish origins also reported other ethnic 
origins. Mixed ethnic backgrounds tended to be especially 
common among people originating in Northern. Western 
and Eastern Europe. For example, 82% of Swedish, 780/D 

of Noi'egian, 76% of Russian, 67% of German, 63% of 

each of Polish and Dutch and 61% of Ukrainian responses 
were multiple. 
On the other hand, groups reporting French and 

southern European origins were less likely than others to 
have mixed ethnic backgrounds. In 1991, 16% of 
Portuguese, 21% of Greek, 27% of French and 35% of 
Italian responses were multiple. 

Ethnic groups with high levels of recent immigration 
were the least likely, by far, to report a mixed background. 
For example, only 4% of Koreans, 7% of Afghans, /o of 

(:nbodians and 10% of Chinese reported two or more 
ethnic origins. 

Ihere was also considerable regional variation in the 
reporting of single and multiple ethnic backgrounds. 
()uehec had the highest proportion of single responses 
(92 1%), while the Yukon l'emtory had the highest propor-
tion of multiple responses (49%) Moreover, for some 
ethnic groups, the reporting of mixed ethnic backgrounds 

Multiple responses as a proportion 	 I of all responses, 1991 

________________ 	 Canada 
NfId. 29% 

	

P.E.I. 	 43% 

	

N.S. 	

F30%

% 

NB.  

	

Que. 	8% 

	

Ont. 	 • 33% 

	

Man. 	 38% 

	

Sask. 	 43% 

	

Alta. 	 42% 

	

B.C. 	 40% 

	

Vuk. 	 49% 

	

N.W.T. 	 I 28% 

Source: Statistics Canada, 1991 Census of Canada. 

varied from province to province. For example, only 7% of 
people reporting a French ancestry in Quebec did so in 
combination with other origins, while 80% of those of 
French origin in british Columbia reported two or more 
origins. Likewise, the proportion of people reporting 
British ancestry in combination with other ethnic origins 
ranged from 18% in Newfoundland to 68% in the Yukon. 

NfId. 	PEt. 	N.S. 	NB. 	Que. 	Ont, 	Man. 	Sask. 	Alta. 	B.C. 	Vuk. 	N.W.T. 
Saiiice Statistics Canada, 1991 Census at Canada 
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CMAs 	Total 	British French 	British British 	Other Other main 
only only 	and and/or groups (single 

French French responses as 
and %of total 
other population) 

Toronto 
% 	100.0 	26.2 1.4 	2.2 10.9 	59.3 Italian 	8.1 
Number 	3,863.110 Canadian 	6.9 

Chinese 	6.0 
East Indian 	3.7 

Montreal 
% 	100.0 	6.7 	59.1 	3.1 	5.2 	26.0 	 Italian 	5.4 
Number 3,091.110 	 Jewish 	2.5 

	

Greek 	1.6 

	

Black 	1.3 

Vancouver 

	

100.0 	32.6 	1.8 	2.9 	18.4 	44.4 	Chinese 	10.6 
Number 1,584,115 	 East Indian 	4.2 

	

German 	3.9 

	

Italian 	1.9 

Source: Statistics Canada, 1991 Census of Canada. 

of immigrants to Ontario is reflected in 
the diversity of ethnic groups living in 
this province. In 1991. 40% of Ontarios 
population reported ethnic origins other 
than British or French. Those of British 
only ancestry made up 35% of Ontario's 
population and 5% reported a French 
only origin. 

Ontario was home to large communities 
of many ethnic groups. Over half of all 
people reporting West Asian (54%), South 
Asian (55%), Caribbean (63%), Black 
(67%) and African (70%), single ethnic 
origins lived in Ontario. 

Compared to all CMAs, Toronto had the 
highest proportion of people reporting on-
gins other than British or French. In 1991. 
59% of Toronto's population reported 
non-British/non-French ancestry, up from 
45% in 1986. About one-half of this 
increase was due to the rise in the propor-
tion of people reporting Canadian ethnic 
origins. In 1991, 7% of Torontos popula-
don reported Canadian ancestry, up from 
less than 1% in 1986. Also contributing to 
the increase was the rise in the number of 
immigrants settling in Toronto since 1986 
and the inclusion of non-permanent resi-
dents in the 1991 Census. 
Those reporting a single European 

ancestry made up 26% of the Toronto 
CMA's population, 14% were of single 
Asian origin and 3% reported a single 

Black ancestry. Some of Canada's largest 
ethnic communities in Canada were in 
Toronto. For example, the largest Italian, 
Portuguese, Greek, Polish, Jewish, 
Chinese, South Asian, Filipino. Black and 
Caribbean communities were in the 
Toronto metropolitan area. 

Prairies reflect earlier immigration 
waves The Prairie provinces had the 
highest proportions of people reperting 
origins other than British or French 
(excluding the Northwest Territories). 
The non-British, non-French group made 
up 47% of the population in Manitoba, 
46% in Saskatchewan and 41% in Alberta. 

In the three Prairie provinces, people of 
European ancestry represented the largest 
percentage of those with origins other 
than British: 26% in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan and 21% in Alberta. Ethnic 
groups, such as German and Ukrainian, 
who immigrated to Canada earlier in the 
country's history were generally more 
prevalent in these provinces. 

People reporting Aboriginal origins rep-
resented a larger proportion of the three 
Prairie provinces' populations than else-
where, with the exception of the 
Territories. Those reporting single 
Aboriginal origins made up 7% of the 
population in both Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan a n/ : in Alberta. 

Overall, those of British only ancestry 
represented about one-quarter of the 
population in each of the three Prairie 
provinces. People of French only ances-
try made up 5% or less of each of the 
province's populations. 

One-in-nine British Columbia residents 
of Asian origin People of Asian ancestry 
(single response) represent an increasing 
share of British Columbia's residents. In 
1991 they accounted for 11% of the 
provincial population, up from 8% in 1986. 
Six percent of British Columbia's residents 
reported Chinese and 3% reported East 
Indian as their only ethnic origin in 1991. 

The Vancouver CMA has been the focus 
of recent immigration to Canada from 
Asia, a trend which is reflected in the 
growing proportion of Asian ethnic 
groups. In 1991 those reporting a single 
Asian ancestry accounted for 19 1/o of the 
population, compared with 13% in 1986. 
After British, Chinese (11%) and East 
Indian (40/6) were the largest single ethnic 
groups in Vancouver. 

In 1991, 38% of British Columbia's pop-
ulation reported having origins other than 
British or French, followed by 359/o who 
were of British ancestry, 22% of British 
and/or French and other origins, and 2% 
of French only origins. Those of single 
European ancestry were the largest of the 
non-British, non-French groups, account-
ing for 17% of the provincial population. 

Aboriginal origins the majority in the 
Northwest Territories The Northwest 
lerritories was the only province or 
territory where neither British nor French 
constituted the largest ethnic group. Over 
half of the population reported single 
Aboriginal origins in 1991: 32% reported 
lnuit, 15%, North American Indian and 

/u, Métis. 
The Yukon also had a relatively large 

Aboriginal population. In 1991, 14% of 
the territory's population reported single 
Aboriginal origins, the largest single 
response group after British. 

Viviane Renaud is a senior analyst and 
Jane Badets is an analyst with the 
Housing, Family and Social Statistics 
l)ivision, Statistics Canada. 
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by Gordon E. Priest 
adapted from a paper presented to the Canadian Association on Gerontology. October 22, 1992 

D growing population of 
Canada's older seniors are 
staving in their own honies. 
Along with a small increase 
from 1971 to 1991 in the 

proportion of men and women aged 75 
and over who lived with a spouse in their 
OWfl home, there was a large increase in 
the proportion living alone. Conversely, 
fewer older seniors lived in other 
people's homes in 1991 than in 1971. Over 
the past decade, the percentage of seniors 
living in institutions, such as hospitals and 
special care homes has staved the same. 

Older senior men much more likely to 
be married and living in their own 
home In 1991, 35% of older seniors were 
living with their spouse in 'a dwelling they 
maintained. Older senior men aged 75 
and over (581/6) were much more likely 
than women that age (201/6) to be in this 
situation. This is not surprising given that 
two-thirds of older senior men were 
married in 1991, while two-thirds of senior 
women were widowed. 

The proportion of married senior men 
maintaining their own home in 1991 was 
up from just over 50% in 1971, while the 
proportion among senior women was 
about the same in the two reference 
years. By 2011,1  assuming a modest 
convergence in the life expectancies of 
men and women, the proportion of both 
men and women living with a spouse in 
their own home should increase slightly. 

In most provinces, the proportion of 
older seniors living with a spouse in a 
home they maintained was close to the 
national average in 1991. Only British 
Columbia (39%) and Saskatchewan 
(380A) had higher proportions, while the 
proportion in Quebec (31 04) was lower. 

High rates of in-migration of retirees in 
British Columbia and relatively high rates 
of home ownership and a rural character 
in Saskatchewan may have led to high 
proportions of seniors living with a spouse 
and maintaining their own home in these 
provinces. Quebec, on the other hand. had 
the highest proportion of women aged 
75 and over who had never married 
(15% compared with the national average 
of/o). 

While some metropolitan areas have 
characteristics that attract retired couples, 
a higher proportion of senior couples in 
many provinces were living in smaller 
urban or rural areas. 

In 19 of Canada's 25 census metro-
politan areas (CMAs), the proportion of 
older seniors maintaining a dwelling 
with a spouse was lower than the 
proportion of seniors in this situation in 
the provinces where the CMAs were 
located. The proportion of women aged 
75 and over maintaining a dwelling with 
their spouse ranged from a low of 15% 
in the CMAs of Sherhrooke and Quebec 
to a high of 25% in Victoria. 

Women 75+ more likely to live alone 
In 1991. 31% of seniors aged 75 and 
over were living alone. Older senior 
women (312,000) were almost four times 
as likely as men that age (82,000) to be 
in this situation. Twenty years ago, 
gender differences were much smaller. 

Thirty-nine percent of older senior 
women in 1991 were living alone, up 
from 35% in 1981 and 26% in 1971. A 
further increase in the proportion to 42% 
is projected for 2011. In contrast, the 
proportion of older senior men living 
alone rose to 17% in 1991, from 16% in 
1981 and 13% in 1971. 

he po )portR In of 1111cr senil )rs livint 
alone generally declines from west to 
east. Proportions in Ontario and the 
Western provinces were above the 
national average, while those in the 
Eastern provinces generally fell below. 
The smallest proportions of seniors 
living alone were in Newfoundland 
(201/o) and Quebec (28%). 

Within urban areas, the proportion of 
senior women living alone ranged from 
27% in Chicoutimi'Jonquière, 31% in 
Sherhrooke and 34941 in lrois-Rivières to 
46% in Victoria, 48i in Saskatoon and 
49% in Winnipeg. 

Fewer seniors living in other people's 
homes Few seniors aged 75 and over in 
1991 (11%) lived with others, such as 
their children, in a household they did 
not maintain. This proportion has 
declined since 1971 and is expected to 
decline further in the future. 

The proportion of older senior women 
living with others fell to 12% in 1991. 
from 17% in 1981 and 26% in 1971, 
while the proportion of senior men 
dropped to 8% in 1991. from 11% in 
1981 and 17% in 1971. Modest declines 
to 10% for women and 7% for men are 
projected for 2011. 

Proportions of seniors living in other 
people's homes are well below the 
national average in the Western 
provinces, but above it in the Atlantic 
provinces. In Newfoundland, in particular, 
the proportion of older seniors living in 
other people's homes (20%) was almost 
double the national average. 'l'his 
suggests that residents of that province 
are more likely than others still to be 
providing care for seniors in multi-
generational households. In fact. the 
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Living 	 ii;iiiTi1r1 [1 &iiii 

Men 75+ 0 Women 75+ 

Living In own home with a spouse 

51% 
1971 

1 8% 

54% 
1981 

17% 

58% 
1991 

20% 

60% 
2011' 

22% 

Living alone 

13% 
1971 

26% 

1 6°Io 
1981 	

35 

17% 
1991 

39% 

18% 
20111 	

42% 

Living in home of others 

17% 
1971 

26% 

11% 
1981 

17% 

8% 
1991 

12% 

7% 
20111 

1 0% 

Living in institutions 

9% 
1971 

14% 

12% 
1981 	 19% 

10 0 0 

1991 

1 0% 
20111 

16% 

I Projections were estimated by the author based on Statistics Canada 
population projections. 
Source Statistics Canada, Census of Canada. 

situation in Newfoundland in 199l was not unlike that of the 
whole countn' in 1971. 

Institutional living: more common among women, trends 
stable The proportion of older seniors living in institutions has 
remained relatively stable since the mid-1970s. About 18% of 

older senior women in both 1991 and 1976 were living in this 
situation. This is up from 1971 when 14% were living in an 
institution. Although the proportion of men aged 75 and over 
living in institutions in 1991 (101/0 was somewhat lower than in 
1981 (121)/) and 1976(11 1/), it was up slightly from 91/0 in 1971. 
Fewer older seniors lived alone in Quebec (28 1/o) than in all 

other provinces except Newfoundland, perhaps because a large 
proportion of older senior women in Quebec (almost 209Ai) 

lived in institutions. This suggests a stronger collective or 
community-based support system in that province. Also, a 
higher proportion of women in this province may have spent 
their lives living in collective dwellings. One-third of all special 
care units and one-half of all religious residences in Canada are 
located in Quebec. Quebec men were Less likely to live in 
institutions (8%) than their counterparts in all other provinces. 
There are considerable differences in the proportions of 

women aged 75 and over living in institutions, even within the 
same province. For example, in Quebec, Sherhrooke had the 
highest proportion of institutionalized women of any CMA in 
Canada (27%), while Trois-Rivières had one of the lowest 
(14%). Regional and local autonomy in the provision of institu-
tional care may explain differences in institutional living among 
CMAs as well as among provinces. 

Conclusion More older seniors today, particularly senior 
women, are living alone in their own homes instead of in the 
homes of other relatives. This may have occurred because gov-
ernment income security programs for seniors have improved 
their financial situation and hence their choices of living 
arrangements. Also, the families of older seniors today are more 
geographically dispersed and busier, particularly because the 
nuniber of dual-earner couples has increased. Therefore, the\ 
may he less able to provide care for older relatives in their 
homes. Regardless of the reasons for this change, a growing 
population of older seniors living alone will result in an 
increased demand for goods and services that enable older 
seniors to maintain an independent lifestyle. 

1 Living arrangement projections were estimated by the author based on 
Statistics Canada population proiections. 

Gordon E. Priest is Director of the Housing. Family and Social 
Statistics Division, Statistics Canada. 
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'f Ti f if 	w 

by Sandrine Prasil 

have changed considerably in 
he lifecivies of older seniors 

recent years. These changes 
- 	have been due to improve- 
_J ments in peoples health and 

iongevity, as well as in the quality and 
variety of services for seniors. Statistics 
Canada's 1991 Survey on Ageing and 
Independence provides a profile of the 
current lifestyles of people aged 75 and 
over living in private households.' 

According to the Survey. low incomes 
and sparse accommodations were more 
common among senior women aged 75 
and over than among men that age. 
Nonetheless, almost all older women and 
men were relatively satisfied with their 
incomes. Many older seniors living at 
home were limited because of a long-temi 
illness or physical disability. For some, 
health problems led to feelings of stress or 
unhappiness. Most older seniors, howev-
er, had people in their lives they could 
rely on for support and perceived their 
lives as happy. Many older seniors also 
provided help to others. 

Seniors enjoy a wide variety of activities 
both at home and away from home. 
Reading and going for walks were 
common leisure pursuits. In addition, 
many older seniors reported having a 
driver's license and enjoyed going for 
drives. Travel, both domestic and inter-
national, was also popular among mans' 
older seniors. 

Most older seniors homeowners - 
nearly all mortgage-free In 1991. 56% 
of seniors aged 75 and over lived in a 
dwelling they owned. Almost all older 
seniors who owned their dwelling said 
they were mortgage-free (96%). Fourteen 
percent of senior homeowners also 

owned othei propetiv, -;Uk h as a \ acauon 
home, or rental or business property. 
Another 37% of older seniors rented 

accommodations with most renters (89 1/) 
in apartments. Female renters tended to 
live in smaller dwellings than did male 
renters: 55% lived in a one-bedroom unit, 
compared with 4/o of men. The situation 
was reversed for two-bedroom units occu-
pied by 44% of men aged 75 and over 
who rented and 33% of women that age. 
About 6% of people who rented accom-
modations owned another residence. 
The remaining 7% of older seniors 

lived in someone else's home. This 
included living with their children. 

Living within lower incomes Most peo-
ple aged 75 and over in private 
households (62%) had household incomes 
under S20,000 in 1990. Women (70%) 
were more likely than men (50 1/6) to have 
a household income that low. This is 

consistent 	1,1L 	re:iter odds of 
women living alone on one income. Rela-
tively few senior men (12%) and women 
(6%) had household incomes of $40,000 
and over. Those with higher household 
incomes were more likely than others to 
be married and to be closer to age 75. 

In 1991, 49% of those with personal 
incomes under $10,000 were home-
owners. On the other hand. 73% of 
those with personal incomes of S i(l.0(ll) 

and over owned their homes. 
Most older seniors received benefits 

from government pensions, including 01(1 
Age Security (92%) and Canada or 
Quebec Pension Plans (69 1/6). Such pen-
sions were the major source of income for 
791/o of women aged 75 and over and (i() 
of men that age. Older senior men (201i) 
were much more likely than women (91/) 

1 This article focuses only on older seniors living 
in private households. It excludes those living in 
nursing homes or other institutions. 

CANADIAN SOCIAL TRENDS - AUTUMN 1993 	 STATISTICS CANADA - CATALOGUE 11 -008E 



to have retirement pension plans as their 
major income source. This is not surpris-
ing, given that relatively few women that 
age would have been employed when 
they were younger and able to contnhute 
to private pension plans. 

l)espite relatively low incomes, 85% of 
both men and women felt that their 
incomes and investments satisfied their 
current needs adequately or very well. 
In fact, there was little evidence that 
older seniors lived beyond their means 
as 93% reported that their debis did not 
exceed $5,000. 

Income seems to have little affect on 
okler seniors' satisfaction with their lives. 
For example, those with personal 
incomes under $10,000 were as likely 
(45%) as those who had incomes of 
$40,000 and over to say they were very 
satisfied with their lives as a whole 
in 1990. 

Health limits everyday activities Over 
one-third (38 1%) of those aged 75 and 
over were limited in the kind or amount 
of activity in which they could partici-
pate because ol a lung-term illness, 
physical condition or health problem. 

Among those with limitations, 43°/o  said 
they could not walk three blocks. 

A larger percentage of older senior 
women than men said they needed help 
because of an activity limitation. For 
example, 7% of women compared with 
3% of men needed help to walk three 
blocks, while 17% of women and 13% of 
men were unable to walk that far even 
with help. Eight percent of women and 
4% of tnen needed assistance going up 
or down stairs, while another 8% of 
women and 7% of men were unable to 
climb a flight of stairs. 

Among older seniors who reported lim-
ited activities because of their physical 
condition, 18% of women and 14% of 
men had a street-level entrance to their 
home, without steps. Fourteen percent 
of women and 7% of men said they had 
an elevator or lift device because of their 
condition. This included people living in 
apartments served by elevators. 

Personal care activities were difficult 
for some older seniors, many of whom 
lacked the manual dexterity and flex-
ibility of younger people. For example, 
101/o of women and 7% of men were so 
activity-limited they could not clip their  

own toenails without help. About 3% of 
both women and men needed help 
dressing or undressing. 

Satisfaction with life related to health 
Nearly two-thirds (659/) of older seniors 
living outside institutions who reported 
excellent health were very satisfied with 
their life as a whole. In contrast, only 
25% of those in poor health were very 
satisfied. 

Most older seniors said their life was 
relatively stress-free, with about one-
half describing their life as not very 
stressful and 38% describing it as not 
at all stressful. In 1991, 43% of those 
who said their life was not very stressful 
and 29% of those who said their life 
was not at all stressful reported fair to 
poor health. 

Ten percent of women aged 75 and 
over and 6% of men that age described 
their lives as very stres,sful. Of these peo-
ple, 35% of women and 50% of men said 
health was the number one reason for 
their stress. Two-thirds of both women 
and men who described their lives as 
very stressful said they had only fair or 
poor health. 
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Older 	 _C'iTd 
Seniors 75+ 	 Men M Women Seniors 75+ 	 Men 	Women whooften... whooften,.. 

50% Visited friends 	 27% 
Watched TV and relatives 	 28% 

52% I 
I Went shopping 	 22% 

Listened to radio 	 37% (excl. groceries) 	 27 1% 

or recordings 	 44 0/0  

I 
Ate out 20% 

Chatted with others 	17% 
on the phone 	 440/ 

I 

Went for a drive 	
20% 

I 

Did arts, crafts. 	 22% Went for a walk _____________________________________ 45% 
hobbies 	 29°a 

38% 

I Went to clubs, church 	 37% 

Read papers, 	 58°/s or community centre 	 40% 

magazines, books 	 61% 9% Went to the library 

Had family or 	 37010 
Played cards 	 25% friends over 	 40 0//0 or other games 	 26% 

During a typical month, September 1990 In August 1991 l During a typical month, September 1990 to August1991. 
Source. Statistics Canada, Survey on Ageing and Independence, 1991 Source: Statistics Canada. Survey on Ageing and Independence, 1991, 
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September 1990 to August 1991 	 Men M Women 

Didn't ctr. 

Drove less than 
4 times per month 

Drove 1-3 tin 
per wr 

Drove 4 times or 
more per week 

80% 

Older seniors gave and received help 
regularly Friends, family, neighbours 
and voLunteer organizations all have 
their place in the social support 
networks of elderly people living in 
private households. While 67% of those 
aged 75 and over said they received 
help regularly, 59% regularly provided 
help to others. Housework, yardwork, 
meal preparation, grocery shopping, 
transportation, babysitting, money 
management, personal care and emo-
tional support were all included as 
aspects of "help." 

For the 75 and over age group overall, 
spouses were an important source of 
help: 35% of men and 14% of women 
received help from a spouse, while 41% 
of men and 14% of women provided 
help to a spouse. Among married 
people, 82% of men and 75% of women 
provided help to their spouse, while 81% 
of married men and 72% of married 
women received help from their spouse. 

Men and women aged 75 and over 
were about equally likely to help family 
members. Twelve percent helped sons, 
15 114, helped daughters. 12% helped  

grandchildren and 15% helped other 
relatives. 

However, women were more likely 
than men to report help from every type 
of relative, with the most common source 
being daughters. Thirty percent of 
women aged 75 and over received help 
from a daughter, compared with 1/o of 
men that age. Help from sons was 
received by 22% of women and 21% of 
men. Among older seniors, 12% of 
women and 80/n of men were helped by 
grandchildren, while other family 
members helped 1/o of women and 10% 
of men. 

One-quarter (26%) of older seniors 
helped a friend or neighbour on a regular 
basis, while 21% received help. Men 
(15%) were much less likely than women 
(25%) to view themselves as having 
received help. This may be due to the 
higher average age of women aged 75 
and over. 

Older seniors in private households 
were more likely to volunteer their time 
to organizations than to receive services 
as clients. Men (16%) and women (15%) 
aged 75  and over volunteered at about  

the same rate. Only 6% of older senior 
men and 9% of women received help 
through a volunteer organization. 

Two-thirds of women and a slightly 
smaller proportion of men (63%) said 
they had friends to whom they felt close. 
Almost half (45%) of elderly people with 
close friends said they lived in the same 
neighbourhood. 

Reading and walking popular activities 
Older seniors spend their leisure time at 
home on activities such as watching 
television, listening to the radio, reading, 
or having family or friend.s over. Reading 
was the most common activity during a 
typical month, reported by alx)ut 600o of 
men and women. 

Women aged 75 and over were only 
slightly more likely than men that age to 
pursue most at-home activities. They 
were more than twice as likely as men, 
however, to chat with others on the 
phone (44% conipared with 17%). 

Leisure activities outside the home 
were less common than those in the 
home. Still. 45% of men and 38% of 
women said the' often went for a walk. 
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In 1991 Statistics Canada, in collaboration 
with Health and Welfare Canada, The 
Seniors Secretariat, Fitness and Amateur 
Sport, Consumer and Corporate Affairs. 
Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, Veterans Affairs Canada, the 
Department of the Secretary of State and 
Communications Canada conducted the 
Survey on Ageing and Independence. The 
survey measured factors that contributed 
to the quality of life and independence of 
today's and tomorrow's seniors in Canada. 

The survey covered people aged 45 and 
over. Excluded were residents of 
institutions, people living on Indian 
Reserves, members of the Armed Forces 
and residents of the Yukon and Northwest 
Territories. l Includes seniors 75+ with or without licences, with or without vehicles. 

Source: Statistics Canada. Survey on Ageing and Independence. 1991 
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'l'he flex flO )51 	( )11!  I 
actiVity outside the 
home was going 0) 
clubs, church or COffi-

niunity centres, with 
4/o of women and 37 
of men going often. 

Generally, just over 
one-quarter of all older 
seniors often went for 
a drive, went to Visit 

friends and went shop 
ping. Men, however, 
were less avid shoppers 
(22% reported that ther 
often went shoppin; 
and women were le 
likel I' 

Older seniors on 
the road Men aged 7 
and over (69%) were 
much more likely than 
women that age (22%) 
to have a license. Nearly all of those 
with a license lived in households that 
owned or rented a vehicle. 

Male drivers aged 75 and over with a 
household car or truck drove more 
frequently than did their female counter -
parts. Seventy-eight percent of men, 
compared with 64% of women, reported 
driving more than three times a week. 

Only 5% of men with vehicles were 
passengers more often than they were 
drivers. On the other hand, 19% of 
licensed women were more often pas-
sengers than drivers. 

More women (74%) than men (65%) 
said they had public transportation in 
their area. More than one-half (54%) of 
these women and 39% of these men 
used the public transit system in the pre-
Vious year. Ridership could have been 
higher, especially for women, if those 
with public transportation in their area 
had been able to use it: 11%  of the 
women and 5% of men had been unable 
to use the public transit system. 

Seasoned travellers Many older 
seniors aged 75 and over enjoy travel-
ling. About one-half (55% of men and 
51 1/6 of women) reported at least one 
overnight trip away from their commu-
nit v in the previous ycar. Fourteen 

percent of men and I lu of women said 
they had been away four or more 
weeks. Two-thirds of men and about 
half (55%) of women who had been 
away four or more weeks travelled out-
side Canada. This amounted to an 
estimated 70,000 persons, equally divid-
ed between men and women. In 
comparison, only 40,000 people aged 75 
and over said they took a trip of four 
weeks or longer inside Canada. 
Many elderly who travel outside 

Canada for long periods of time are 
"snowbirds", leaving Canada during the 
winter for warmer climates. In 1991, 4% 
of older seniors were travelling outside 
Canada in February. Travel inside Canada 
was more likely to occur in summer, with 
2% away from home during the peak 
month of July. 

Nearly as happy as younger people 
Older senh rs have more health pn )l)-
lems and ph sical limitations than 
younger people, their incomes are lower 
and they are more likely to have lost a 
spouse. Nonetheless, based on a widely 
used scale of well-being,2  more than halt 
(601/) of the group could be described 
as happy. People aged 15-74 were only 
slightly more likely (67%) than older 
seniors to be rated as happy. 

surprisingly, stress. 
Ith and physical 

Ii notation problems 
\ crc associated with 
:nore negative feelings. 
seventy-two percent of 
ihose with no stress in 
heir lives had scores 

indicating positive feel-
figs, while only 25% of 
those who described 
heir life as very stressfril 
had similar feelings. 
Similarly, those reporting 
excellent health were 
more likely to have 

)res indicating positive 
feelings (78%) than 
those reporting poor 
health (27%). Twenty 
percent of those with 
physical limitations had 
scores indicating nega-
tive feelings, compared 
with only 7% of those 

without physical limitations. 
Three-quarters (76%) of people aged 

75 and over with household incomes of 
$40,000 and over in 1990 had scores 
indicating positive feelings. Over one-
half (56%) of those with incomes under 
$10,000 had scores in the happiness 
range, a figure comparable to that for 
older seniors as a whole. 

Married people aged 75 and over were 
more likely to have positive feelings 
(65%) than those who were widowed 
(55%). Widows (57%), however, more 
often reported positive feelings than did 
widowers (49%). 
2 Based on the Bradburn scale of psychological 
well-being. See: Bradburn, N.M. The structure of 

gychological weIlbeing. Chicago:Aldine, 1969 
cDowell, I., and E. Praught. "On the measure-

ment of happiness: an examination of the 
Bradburn scale in the Canada Health Survey." 
American Journal of Epidemiology, 1982: 
116:949-58. 

Sandrine Prasil is an analyst with the 
Flouseh Id Sur evs I )ivision, Statistics 
Canada. 
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It's a microscope ... a statistical one. 
With data for more than 23,000 postal areas, 
you can adjust the lens of your microscope 
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Young 
7 	

Are 
People 
Farm4111g? 

by Chris O'Toole and Marc Prud'homme 
'4 

The suri'irai tarnis niaj' depend 
• 	 I - 	- 	•,', 	 upon the tib,l,i' oJ y0ii,1I)farme1' to adapt to a rapid/v 

changing (IgriClillil ral c'ni'iron me)!!. Thci, nological 
advances in ,nachiner', chemicals arid plant breeding 
have iiiade today's farming less labour-i ntensive. 
Conseque;it/i'. /eu'er/arnis. with a smaller agricultural 
labour force, are iioii' producing historically h:h k'i'els 
of output. }oiiigerfarmeic haie generally been the cat-
a!'si for this niore efficient approach to agriculture. At 
the turn of/he centumftirmea required main!)' a good 
a ndeuta uthng of agrono my to suCCeed. To reina in 
conipetilu'e today. howete,: ftirmerc ,nust also under-
staiid principles 0/ finance and management and be 

prOficient JIS('/S of/he latest production methods. 

The 1980s   were difficult for many 
Canadian farmers. During this period, 
commodity prices were depressed, debt 
loads increased and interest rates rose. 

in addition, plO'. 1) the country were plagued by severe 
drought. The hn:mcial strains brought on by these events have 
taken their toil on farming communities. This has fostered the 
view that younger people do not perceive agriculture as a clesir-
able career. The loss of young farmers could impede the 
application of new agriculwral technologies and have a negative 
impact on rural development. 

According to the Census of Agriculture, young farnters account-
ed for a decreasing proportion of all farmers during the last 
decade. However, comparing Revenue Canada taxation statistics 
from the 1960s to the 1990s, there is now a higher proportion of 
young farmers among those whose major source of income is 
agriculture. In addition, women represent an increasing share of 
these V0Ung lirmers. Still, farmers tend to he older than non-
farm business proprietoN. 

Operators of census farms The 1991 Census of Agriculture 
defined a fariii operator as someone running a firming operation 
with annual sales of agricultural products of at least $250. Based 
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on this dehnition, the number of opera-
tors has declined in the past fifty years. In 
1991, there were 277,330 farmers,' down 
from a high of 732,800 in 1941. 

According to the Census of Agriculture, 
young farmers accounted for a decreasing 
share of all farm operators since the early 
1980s. Of all farmers in 1991, 161/o were 
under age 35. down from 21% in 1981. 
Over the same period, the proportion of 
farmers aged 60 and over increased to 
25°/u from 19%. Farmers aged 35-59 
represented about 60% of all farmers in 
both years. As a result of these shifts in 
the age distribution, the average age of 
farmers increased to 49.1 in 1991 from 
46.9 in 1981. 

The recent decline in the proportion 
of young farmers is not necessarily 
indicative of a long-term trend. Through-
out the century, there have been several 
short-term fluctuations in the proportion 
of young farmers. For example, the 
proportion of farmers under age 35 
declined during the period 1921 to 1931, 
reflecting the stabilization of the number 
of young immigrants to rural Western 
Canada. Young farmers accounted for an 
increasing share of all farmers between 
19q1 and 1951, partly as a result of young 
veterans returning to farming after World 
War TI. Following that period, the share 
of young farmers declined. However, 
between 191 and 1981, the proportion  

of farmers under age 35 rose again. 
During that decade, farming attracted 
many young people because of the possi-
ble financial returns from highly-priced 
agricultural products. Despite these 
events, the proportion of farmers under 
age 35 has remained in the mid-to-high 
teens throughout most of the century. 

Tax filers whose main source of 
income is farming Revenue Canada 
defines farmers differently than does the 
Census of Agriculture. According to 
Revenue Canada, a farmer is a tax filer 
whose major source of gross income 
(more than 50%) is from (unincorporat-
ed) self-employed farming. Thus, 
partners, such as spouses and children, 
are considered farmers by Revenue 
Canada if their farm income is greater 
than their non-farm income. Prior to 
1991, the Census of Agriculture recorded 
only one operator per farm, and there-
fore, did not count partners as farm 
operators. t)ifferences between the two 
definitions result in a disparity in the 
number and age distribution of farmers. 

The proportion of young farmers whose 
major source of income is from self-
employed farming is higher now than 
during the 1960s. According to Revenue 
Canada taxation statistics, between 1981 
and 1990, about one-quarter of farmers 
were under age 3. The proportion of 

younger farmers was much lower in the 
1960s. During this time, those under age 
35 never accounted for more than 180/u of 
all farmers. Favourable conditions in agri-
culture during the 1970s resulted in an 
increasing share of younger farmers 
during this period. By 1980, their share 
had reached a 20-year-high of 28%, up 
from 181/o in 1971. 

From 1987 to 1990, farmers aged 60 and 
over represented 24% of all farmers. 
Despite a declining proportion in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, their share 
was the same in the late 1980s as it was 
in the 1960s. 
The proportion of farmers aged 

35-59 has declined steadily since 1970 
when it reached a high of 60%. In 1990 
farmers aged 35-59 accounted for 53% 
of all farmers. 

Tax filers with some farm income 
The number of tax filers reporting at least 
some farm income increased to 423,240 
in 1990 from 365,320 in 1971. The age 
distribution of these tax filers remained 
fairly constant over the two decades. 
However, from 1987 to 1990, the propor-
tion of farmers in this group aged 60 and 
over was higher than that of farmers 

1 For comparability, 1991 Census figures include 
only the number one farm operator, although 
more than one could be reported that year. 
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under age 35. The last time this occurred 
was in 1975. 

The increase in the number of tax filers 
receiving at least some farm income is 
mainly due to an increase among those 
receiving less than 509/0 of their total 
income from farming. The number of 
farmers in this group increased to 
184,010 in 1990 from 70,180 in 1971. In 
addition, the age distribution of these tax 
filers remained fairly constant over the 
same period. 

Female farmers In 1991, for the first 
time, more than one operator per farm 
could be recorded in the Census of 
Agriculture. Previously, the reporting 
operator wasusually male. As a result, the 
role of women in agriculture was under-
represented. Between 1971 and 1986. 
about 4% of farm operators were women. 
In 1991 the proportion jumped to 25%. 

According to Revenue Canada taxation 
statistics, the proportion of female farm 
ers increased over the last three decades. 
Women represented 19% of tax filers 
reporting farming as their major income 
source in 1990, up from 6% in 1963. Most 
of the increase was among female farm-
ers under age 60. The proportion of 
women farmers under age 35 increased 
to 25% in 1990 from 3% in 1963. During 
the same time, those aged 355() 
increased their share to 56 1/o. from 34%. 

- !J 4 [TTT1IflflT11wi  
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The Census of Agriculture po iduces a pinitle ( )t (anadun agrftultuft l)\ pu 
iding statistics on topics, such as crop areas, number of livestock, weeks of 

farm labour, number and value of farm machinery, farm expenses and 
receipts, and land management practices. 

Provisions were made under the British ,Vorth America (B/V4) Act of 186 
for a census to be taken every ten years starting in 1871. However, to moni-
tor rapid growth in Western Canada during the turn of the century. the 
Census of Agriculture was taken every five years in Manitoba starting in 
1896, and in Alberta and Saskatchewan beginning in 1906. By 19% rapid 
economic growth and development created the need for national agricultural 
information at more frequent intervals. To meet this need. the ti c-year 
Census of Agriculture ' as extended to the entire country. 
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1 Someone operating a farming operation with annual sales of agricultural products of at least $250. 
Source, Statistics Canada, Census of Agriculture 
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Souice. Revenue Canada, Taxation Statistics. 

Conversely, the share of those aged 60 
and over decreased from 55% to 18 11/o. 

From 1977 to 1978, there was a sucklen 
increase in the proportion of female 
farmers under age 35 (up 5 1/0 and those 
aged 35-59 (up 689 ,0). A legal precedent 
appears to have had an impact on the 
number of women formally involved in 
agriculture. Four highly publicized court 
cases in the mid-1970s concerned the 
rights of women in the farming oper-
ation. These cases may have contributed 
to an increase in women forming 
business partnerships with their husbands 
to ensure that the value of their labour 
was legally recorded. 

Comparison with business operators 
More and more, family farms are looking 
like non-farm businesses. The resem-
blances are found in the capital outlays, 
the division of labour and management 
and the use of advanced technology. 
1-lowever, there are certain differences in 
the age distribution of farmers (with 
farming as the major source of incorne) 
and non-farm business operators (with 
business as the major source of income). 
The proportion of young non-farni 

business proprietors almost doubled over 
the last three decades, to 32% in 1990 
from 17% in 1963. Over the same period, 
the proportion aged 3-59 rose slightly to 
60% from 54%. Older non-farm business 
proprietors represented of the total in 
1990, the lowest proportion since 1963. 
Since 1978 the average incomes of 

farmers have been higher than those of 
non-farm business operators, ranging 
from 1% higher in 1978 to 26% higher in 
1981. In 1990 the average income of 
farmers was 6% higher than that of non-
farm business proprietors ($18,012 
compared with Si 6,957). The average 
income of young farmers, however, 
equalled that of young non-farm business 
proprietors that year. 

Chris O'Toole is an analyst with 
Farm Finance and Stabilization I)ivision, 
Agriculture Canada and Marc Prud'homme 
is an analyst with (1i,uiiliwi Social Trends. 
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bPULATION 

1985 1986 1987 

, 	. 	... •. 

I I't 	fOOOSI 25,165.4 25,353.0 25,617.3 25,909.2 26,240.3 26.6104 27004.4 PD  27,402.2 PR 

Annual growth (%) 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.3 1.4 1.5 PD 1.5 PR 

Immigration 1  84,062 88,051 125,696 152,285 174,495 199,527 221.798 236,723 P 

[:':i 	i'thc'fl' 46.252 44,816 51,040 40.528 37437 39.650 39.201 42.503 '' 

FAMILY 
Birth i,ito lpert 000) 

Marriage rate (per 1000) 
14.8 
7.3 

14.7 
6.9 

14.4 
7.1 

14.5 
7.2 

150 
7.3 

15.3 
7.1 

14.9 
6.4 

Divorce rate (per 1000)  24 3.1 3.4 3.1 3.1 2.9 28 
I'0pI'I"l' nig unemployment (000s) 990 915 872 789 776 841 1 046 1,132 

LABOUR FORCE 
'riiplojii1t'ril 	(000s) 11,221 11.531 11,861 12,244 12,486 12.572 12,340 12,240 

- goods sector (000s) 3,425 3.477 3,553 3,693 3,740 3,626 3.423 3,307 
- service sector (000s) 7,796 8.054 8,308 8,550 8,745 8,946 8,917 8,933 
Total unemployment (000s) 1,311 1,215 1,150 1,031 1,018 1.109 1.417 1,556 
Unemployment rate (%) 10.5 9.5 8.8 7.8 7.5 8.1 10.3 11.3 
Part-time employment (%) 15.5 15.5 15.2 15.4 15,1 15.4 16.4 16.8 
Women's participation rate (%) 54.6 55.3 56.4 57,4 57.9 58.4 58.2 57.6 
Uni' 	. 	mn rate -° 	of paid workers 344 341 333 33.7 34 1 347 

INCOME 
Miii i , 	milvirrcome 34,736 36,858 38,851 41,238 44,460 46,069 46,742 
9'0 off,111111hes vi th low income (1986 Base) 14.3 13.6 13.1 12.2 11.1 12.1 13.1 
Women s full-lime earnings as a 	of men's 64.9 65.8 65.9 65.3 65.8 67.6 69.6 

EDUCATION 
Elementary and secondary enrolment (000s) 4,927.8 4,938.0 4,972.9 5,024.1 5,074.4 5,141.0 5,221.1 	' 5,287.7 
Full-time postsecondary enrolment (000s) 789.8 796.9 805.4 816.9 832.3 856.5 890.5 P 921.3 
Doctoral degrees awarded 2,000 2.218 2.384 2.415 2,600 2,672 2,947 3,140 7  
Government expenditure on education - as a 9' of GDP 6.0 5.7 5.6 5.5 5.4 5.5 * a 

HEALTH 
0 	of deaths due to cardiovascular disease 	- 	men 41.7 41.4 40.5 39.5 39.1 37.3 37.1 * 

- women 45.3 44.9 44.0 43,4 42.6 41.2 41.0 * 
% of deaths due to cancer 	 - men 25.4 25.9 26.4 27.0 27.2 27.8 28.1 * 

- 	 - women 25.7 255 26.1 26.4 26.4 268 27.0 * 
Govi'i fluent expenditure on health - as a % of GDP 5 8 6.0 5.9 5.9 6.0 62 * 0 

JUSTICE 
Crime rates (per 100,000) 	 - violent 749 808 856 898 948 1,013 1,099 

- properly 5,560 5,714 5,731 5.630 5,503 5,844 6,395 
- homicide 28 2.2 2.5 2.2 2.5 2.5 3,0 

GOVERNMENT 
Experidilures on social programmes 2 	(1990 $000,000) 155,990.6 157,737.2 160,670.7 164,293.2 170125.0 175,640.0 

as a 	of total expenditures 55.8 56.4 56.1 56.2 56.2 56.7 
- as a % of GOP 26.2 26,1 25.5 24.7 25.0 26.3 S * 
UI beneficiaries (000s) 3,181.5 3,136.7 3,079.9 3,016.4 3,025.2 3,261.0 3,663.0 3,658.0 
GAS and OAS/GIS beneficiariesm (000s) 2,569.5 2,652.2 2,748.5 2,835.1 2,919.4 3,005.8 3,098.5 3,180.5 
r,11, o'i 	A' fist,ulii 	' 	P.m luIu ii frciarieso 	(0OOs) 1,923.3 1,892.9 1,904.9 1,853.0 1,856.1 1.9301 2,2822 2,723.0 

ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
P3,, 	'ri 	,.,I 	hinge 

Annual inflation rate (%) 
+4.8 

3,9 
+3.3 

4.2 
+42 
4.4 

+5.0 
4.0 

+2.3 
5.0 

-0.5 
4.8 

-1 	7 
- 	5.6 

+0.9 
1.5 

Urban housing starts 139,408 170,863 215,340 189.635 183,323 150.620 130,094 140,126 
- Not available 	• Not yet available 	P Preliminary data 	e Estimate 	m Figures as of March 
PD Final postcensal estimates (1987-1 992 population estimates are still based on 1986 census Counts) 
PR Updated postcensal estimates 	 R Updated data 
tFor year ending May 31St 

21ncludes Protection of Persons and Property; Health; Social Services; Education; Recreation and Culture, 
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Canada challenges the imagination. Imagine 
a country where Newfoundlanders live closer 
to Africans than they do to fellow Canadians 
in British Columbia. Or a country with an 
island that has a glacier bigger than Ireland. 
Imagine a country with two million lakes, and 
the world's longest coastline - but that shares a 
border with only one nation. 

Statistics Canada has created the 54th edi-
tion of Canada: A Portrait as a celebra-
tion of our great nation. Drawn from 
Statistics Canada's rich palette of national 
data, it paints a picture of where we are 
socially, economically, culturally and 
politically. 

Over 60 unique and beautiful photographs 
combined with lively text, provide a close-up 
look at the Canada 
of today. 	MENINN 
Experience this 
land's remark-
able natural 
regions and 
diverse human 
landscape 
through six 
chapters entitled: 
This Land, 
The People, 

e Society, 
Arts and Leisure, 
The EconomX

e 
 and 

Canada in  
World. 

Eminent Canadians such as astronaut 
Roberta Bondar, former hockey star 
Jean Béliveau, and writer W.O. Mitchell 
have contributed their personal visions of 
Canada. 

Canada: A Portrait is a beautiful illus-
tration of the Canada of today. 

Presented in a 30 cm X 23 cm (12 1 /4"X 9") 
format, prestige hardcover, with over 200 
pages, Canada: A Portrait (Catalogue 
no.11 -403E) is available in Canada for 
$38.00 plus GST, US $41.95 in the 
United States, and US $48.95 in other 
countries. 

To order write Statistics Canada, 
Publications 
Sales, Ottawa, 

Ontario, 

I K1AOT6 or con-
tac t the nearest 
Statistics Canada 

publication. 
For faster order-
ing call toll-free 

Regional 
Reference Centre 
listed in this 

1-800267-6677 
and use your VISA 
and MasterCard or 
fax your order to 
(613)951-1584. 
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Then Canadian Social Trends is the acquisition for you. 
A first on the Canadian scene, this journal is claiming interna-
tional attention from the people who need to know more 
about the social issues and trends of this country. 

Drawing on a wealth of statistics culled from hundreds of 
documents, Canadian Social Trends looks at Canadian popu-
lation dynamics, crime, education, social security, health, 
housing, and more. 

For social policy analysts, for trendwatchers on the govern-
ment or business scene, for educators and students, 
Canadian Social Trends provides the information for an 
improved discussion and analysis of Canadian social issues. 

Published four times a year, Canadian Social Trends also fea-
tures the latest social indicators, as well as information about 
new products and services available from Statistics Canada. 

Canadian Social Trends (cat. no- 11 -008E) is $34 in Canada, 
US $40 in the United States and US $48 in other countries 

For faster service, fax your order to 1-613-951-1584 or call toll 
free 1-800-267-6677 and use your VISA or MasterCard 
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