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Outstanding Facts and Figures
Gathered from
Reports, Statements and Bulletins -
Issued by the | -
Dominion Bureau of Statistiocs

during Nay

Larsp Increasse in Car Loadinﬁg

Car loadings on Canadian railwnys, rocognized as the best weekly factor for indicating
the trend of generanl business, has continued during the elapsecd part of tho present year at
o greatly higher level than in the same poriod of 1933. During the twenty-one weeks ending
Mny 26 the londings totalled 821,343 comparcd with 705,283 in 1933 and 870,236 in 1932,

All coammodities showed an increase over a year ago.

Conoral Business Situation in Jipril

The index of the physical volume of busincss was 952.6 in ipril compared with 69,8
in tho same month of last year. The increase in business operations during the last
twelve months wns consequently 32.7 p.c.

Mineral production recorded a greater gain than any of the other main branches of
production. The index at 160.2 in April compared with 102.8 in the same month of last
yoar, showod a gain of no loss than about 56 p.ce Copper exports were nearly 27,400,000
pounds compared with 10,900,000 pounds, a gnin of about 52 p.c. Niockel and zine ship-
ments to external points measured by daeclarod values, also reflocted pronounced expansion.
The gain in lead production in March over tho same month of last year wos moroe than 13
p.cs Shipments of gold to the Mint and extermal points inoreased from 210,500 ounces to
229,800. The groater activity in the coal mining industry was indicated by the gain in
output from 641,000 tons t0.808,000, Of the nine factors usod in this connection, only
silver and asbestos showed declines in the comparison with April 1633,

The index of manufaoturing production showsd a gain of about 31 p.ce. over 4ipril
of last year. The bright spot of the month wms the sharp gain in automobile production.
The output in JApril was 18,363 cars and trucks compoared with 8,265 in the same month of
last year, a gain of 122 p.oc.

Employment at the Beginning of May

An improvemont in tho employment situation wans rocorded on May 1, reports from
8,591 firmsshowing that theore were on their payrolls 856,316 persons as compared with
848,799 in the preceding month. On May 1, 1933, the number of firms reporting was
7,998 and they had 714,891 persons on their staffs. All these firms have 15 or more
persons in their employ. The unadjusted index of employment on May 1 over a period of
yoars is as follows: 1934, 92,0; 1933, 77.6; 1932, 87.5; 1931, 102.2; 1930, 111l.4;

1929, 116.2; 1928, 106.8; 1927, 101,.,8; 1926, 95.4; 1925, 91.9. The crude index on May 1,
1934, was the highest recorded in any month since December 1931.

Manufacturing showed important improvement at the beginning of May, the increase in
this group exceeding tho avorage indicated on May 1 of the years since 1920, Transport-
ntion showed docided gains and mining (except of coal), building and railway construction
and wholesale trade wero also more active. On the other hand, retail trado, highway
construction, coal-mining and logging relecsod omployees. The losses in bush opsrations
wero exceptionally large, partly as a result of the late season, which rotardod river.
drives.

Heightened activity was reported in all provinces except Ontario, whore the tendency
wns slightly unfavourable; the Maritime and Prairic Provincos showed the greatest gains
in personnels The situation in all five oconomic areas wes bettor than on May 1 1933,

Improvement wes shown in each of the eight cities for which soparate tabulations
aro mnde, firme in Tuebec City, Montreal, Toronto, Ottawn, Hamilton, Windsor and the
adjoining Border Cities, Winnipeg and Vancouver reporting heightened activity. The
largest gains wore in Montreal, Windsor and Winnipeg. The situation in ench of these
eight centres wns better than on May 1, 1933,
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. Apfil Bank Choques Higher than a Yoar Jigo

The total amount of cheques ehargcd to individual accounts by the branch banks of
Conade recorded a gain in april of 35 pe.c. over the samc month of last yoar. Bank debits
wore $2,536,000,000 compared with {1,877,000,000. Each of the five economic areas except
the Prairie Provinces showed important gains.

——— e e

Wholesale Prices in May

The weokly index of wholesale prices was 70.7 in the week ended May 26 oompared with
71.0 in the preceding weck. Commodity prioces advenced during the first nine weeks of the
yoar, and have subsequently shown n downward drift. Common stock prices rallied in the
wook unded May 24 following a reaction during the preceding fortnight. The index of 113
common stocks was 95.3 compared with 70.7 in the same week of last year, o gain of nearly
35 per cente In the rally of last week, gains were shown in the indexes of the iron end
steel, pulp and paper, oil and miscellanocous groups. The indox of 16 power and traction
stocks remained steady at 70.3.

Production of Sixtoen Leading Minoerals

Reports on 16 of Canada's leading mineral products during the first gquarter of 1934
show increased produotion in the following, the figures in brackets being thosc of 1933s
Asbestos 30,387 tons (17,207); coment 242,780 barrels {205,262); clay products $341,909
(5283,656); conl 3,328,147 tons (2,912,996); copper 81,863,027 1b. (61,824,736); feldspar
3,948 tons (771); gypsum 11,500 tons (9,314); lead 77,032,348 1b. (58,631,694); Lime,

87,668 tons (51,456); nickel 26,973,681 1b. (7,050,231); petroleum 371,017 barrels (243,083);
commercial salt 35,201 tons (31,777); zinc 63,692,165 1b. (40,348,497). There were
docreases in the following: Gold 703,535 fine oz. (721,834); natural gas 8,257,614,000

cu. ft. (8,270,209,000); silver 3,722,912 fine oz. (3,976,818).

Maroh Commercial Failures Show Considerable Decline

The number of assignments in March showed a substantial deocline from the figure for
March 1933. Theo liabilities of the assignors also showed a considerable decline. Comm-
ercial failures numbered 140 compared with 192. The liabilities of the assignors, amount-
ing to $2,057,492 compered with $3,380,672 in March 1933.

The cumulative total of commercial failurcs for the first three menths of 1934 was
433, as compared with 622, 667 and 606 for tho same periods of 1933, 1632 and 1931,
respectivelys Tho defaulted liabilities were $6,105,814 es compared with $11,377,803,
$11,108,423and $11,944,578 for the same periods of 1933, 1932 and 1931.

March Output of Zinc High

The March output of zinc in Canada wes the highest monthly total on record singe
May 1931. The month's productionws 22,774,662 pounds; in February 19,150,013 and in
March 1933, 13,806,497, .4n advance of 57.9 per cent was recorded in zinec production

during the first quarter of 1934 as compared with the total for tho corresponding months
of 1933; the totals were 63,692,165 pounds and 40,348,497 pounds, rospectivelyes

April Balance of Trade

For the first time during the past twelve months the .ipril balance of trade was
unfavourable. Imports exceeded exports by $2,768,000. The trade balance during the
first four months of 1934, however, was favourable, the exports exceeding imports by
$27,624,000. A year ago the favourable balance was 314,913,000, while two years ago
the unfavourable balance was {$12,434,000.

Another Large Export of Bacon and Hams

The export of meats in April was of the value of 1,760,904 compared with $461,760
in fApril 1933, an increase of 282 per cent. Tho amount sent to the United Kingdom alone
last month was 81,721,980 and of this, bacon and hams accounted for $1,671,103. Vhile
same other meats are making progress, particularly poultry and soups, tha spectacular
advance is in bacon and hams.
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A Hoa};s of Sausage Casings

The export of sausage casings, the non-artificial variety, has amounted to the value
of 81,039,150 in tho post twelve months. In the previous twelve months it was $547,708.

april Exports Incroase 57 p.c. and Imports 70 pece

Cenada's domestic exports in .ipril, amounting in value to $31,582,000 were 57.8
per cent greater than the $20,012,000 in ipril 1933, and 17.3 per cent greater than the
326,928,000 in April 1932.

The imports, valued at $34,815,000, were 70.2 per cent greater than the 20,457,000
in April 1933 and 16.9 per cent groater than the $29,794,000 in ipril 1932.

The total trade of the Dominion in .pril was (66,862,000 was 64 per cent higher than
a year ago and 169 per cent higher than two years ago.

Domostic Exports to Leading Countries in .pril

_1292 l’g_ig PoCs Inc or Dec.
$ $

B11 - Comntihas oois iaid dasasssble oG 20,012,000 31,582,000 A 57.8
Empire CoulKSae: imamiies Hs ool o s 7,889,000 13,591,000 £ TR
Foreign CountrieSssessccccssssss 12,123,000 17,991,000 £ 48.4
United KingdoMeeeseooonenssonnns 5,975, 000 10,269,000 £ 71.9
United StatGSOOQO'.OOOOOUOOQl..' 8.381,000 12,870'000 / 53.6
ARSI R e Dataars 74 %1 vq e o swoates 497,000 620, 000 £ 24,9
BN Tre e etos ibiicin s o o6 o5 s & 282, 000 324,000 £ 14.9
Britigh South /fricf.cececececss 227,000 865,000 #281.0
British West Indieﬂocclcooo.-o-n 275,000 421,000 / 53.1
PranCoececececssncccanecsseseases 552,000 411,000 - 2646
T AR S S = 280, 000 434,000 # 55.0
Japan.-.........-...u........u 683,000 756,000 / 10.7
Chinasessovncssoscacorsresivinsan 306,000 156,000 - 48,9
Nethorlendseeeooseoccssescscecsns 433.000 1,019,000 %135:5
T PR S TR~ 45,000 152,000 £240.2
o ST RS TS, S e 175,000 220,000 £ 25.5
Spain..-......uu.......--..... 111,000 214,000 / 93.4
Imports from Leading Countries in .ipril

1933 1834 PeCo Inee Qrbgo.. -

~
SRR oyt EIN el i i « o - b0k 20,457,000 34,815,000 A oue
Empire Countri®Siesesssccesonnes 6,550,000 9, 396,000 / 43.4
Forélen Colllrdos.ces sesoeecosis 13, 907,000 25,419,000 £ 82.9
United KingdomMeseeseasecssoonsse 5,361,000 6,625,000 A 21,7
United StateScessvescecescaoanss 11, 787,000 21,771,000 A 84.7
Australif.eecsssscccscssccanennns 149,000 202,000 / 3545
Hdtlioks BOMNAR o we s s o9« o005 ob 151,000 1,131,000 /649.9
BriiiGiahs SoMEhL ABEICE eres « o o5 s ciols 8,000 259,000 3023.5
British West IndieSecscacescecae 369,000 357,000 ~ 32
Enancoli.e st ignleieiaie s e os eieie:s s v-o7e o oe 288,000 293,000 / 1.6
BRI« o on o vk iis o ¢ vweas 370, 000 535,000 A 44.6
Chinaocoooooocnvovto-u-oooonono. 93,000 241.000 /158-9
Japan........u....uu......-.. 156.900 294,000 / 88.6
How Zealandesessssvsccsessoscsse 153,000 397,000 /159.4

Froportionate Trade with Great Britain and United States

The proportion of Canada's exports which went to the United Kingdom during the
fiseal year 1933-34 was 39.3 per cent comparocd with 38.9 in 1932-33. The proportion to
the United States was 33.6 per cent compared with 30.3. The proportion of imports which
came from the United Kingdom was 24.2 per cent comparcd with 21,2 and from the United
Statcs 54.9 per cent oompared with 57.2.
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" About April Domestic Exports to the United Kingdom

April 1929%... $9,090,000 or 13.8 p.c. of exports to all countries
" 1930... $7,329,000 or 14.4 pece " P LAl o

" 1981 . SEIRESOCRSTR - MB.2 Dace it o s
1 1982 5.0 §7, 876,000 or 27,0 puce " r e, o %
" 1933... 95,975,000 or 2949 p.c. " " By .

1934. .2410,269,000 or 32.5 p.o., " 1 oy B s

The aggrogate export to the United Kingdam for April of the preceding five yoars,
1929 to 1933, amounted to $35,855,000 or an avorage of 37,171,000, Tha increase for
April of 1934 over the average of April for the proceding five years, is, therefore

$3,098,000 or 43 pecs 4ipril was the first month of tho new fiscal year,

fustralia is Canada's Biggest Markot for Cotton Goods

Domestic exports of ootton goods to Australia, during the fisecal yoar ended March 31
is the largest on record for over twenty years, and amounted to $673,904 comparcd with
5502,014 in 1933, $143,555 in 1932, $21,730 in 1931, $19,958 in 1930, (5,104 in 1529,
$292,505 in 1920 the third highest year, and $243,224 in 1921 tho fourth highost.
Justralia got 50 per cent of the cotton goods oxportod in 1933-34.

The indivudual items, with the 1933 figuros in brackets, are as follows: cotton
duck 41,961 ynrds (25,4695 at $17,858 (87,384); other cotton fabrics 1,317,676 yards
(1,342,268) at $558,656 (0482,820); and other cotton manufactured 97,390 ($11,810).

North Zmericans as Traders

If per capita figures are a true indication of the trade spiritof a nation then the
great traders of the North American continent are the people of tho northern half. They
appear to have inherited to the full the commercial instinets of their ancostors, as the
following comparative figures roveal.

During the ton years from 1923 to 1933 the por capite domestic exports of Canada
wore of the average valuo of $49.79, United States $14.31, United Kingdom (36.21; imports
by Canada $37.00, United States $12.35; United Kingdom $61.76; total trade of Canada
386.79, Unitod States 326466, United Kingdom 397.97.

Settlers Effoets Exported from Canada

The export of sottlers effects in 1933-34 was 35,129,000 compared with $3,067,000
in 1932-33, practically the same value. The value of the cffects sont the United States
last year was 32,479,000 and sent the United Kingdom $439,000.

Increased Export of Fish

The export of fish during the fiscal year 1933-34 made a substantial ndvance over
the previous year. The amount was valued at $20,323,000 compared with $16,659,000,
the advance being 22 per cent. Thore wore large increases in the export of halibut,
salmon, whitefish, and canned salmon. :

Canada's Trade in 1934

Canada's domestic exports during the first four months of 1934 totalled in value
$173,740,000 oompared with $114,551,000 in 1933 and $141,475,000 in 1932, an incroase
over 1933 of 51.7 per cent and over 1932 of 22.8 per cont.

Imports in the four months amounted to $148,295,000 compared with $101, 375,000
in 1933 and $156,943,000 in 1932, an increase over 1933 or 46.3 per cent and a docrease
from 1932 of 5.5 per cente.

The total trade of the Dominion during the four months aggregated $324,214,000
comparod with $217,663,000 in 1938 and $301,452,000 in 1932. This was an increase of
49 per cent over 1933 and 7.6 per cent over 1932,

e e —

About the Trade of Conada in 1933-34

The total trade of Cenada in 1933-34 was $1,019,455,000 comparod with $887,098,000
in 1932-334 This was exclusive of bullion and coin. With bullion included and gold

he_trad 3
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* Nickel Export in ipril--Large Increase in March Croduction

Tho cxport of nickol in .pril was valued at (2,446,008 compared with (723,407 a
year agos The chief purchasers last month were: United States (914,782, Groat Britain
9851,044, Notherlands 408,660, Norwny $156,366, Italy $68,153, Japan (34,613, France
¥22,390.

Nickol production by Cenadian producors amounted to 10,436,852 pounds in March as
compared with 7,268,537 in February and 3,279,230 pounds in March 1933, Output during the
first throe months of 1934 reached a total of 26,973,681 pounds; in the corrosponding
period of the previous year 7,050,231 pounds were produced. The incroase wns 218 por
cont.

Zinc Export Highor in .pril

The export of zinc spolter in /April was 141,012 cwt. at (451,935 compared with
140,578 at 338,439 in ipril 1833. In nddition there was an export of 29,361 owte of
zinc in ore at (64,308, as ageinst nil a year ago. A4ll of the latter wont to France.

Large Inorease in Export of Copper--March roduction Highest on Record

Canada's exgort of copger in Jipril amounted in value to 32,139,465 comgarod with
$672,424 in 4pril 1933, an increase of 218 por cent. Half of this went to the United

Kingdom alone. The largest single item wns 112,352 cwt. of ingots otc. to Great Britain
valued ot $906,334., United States, Japan, Germnny, Colombie, Netherlands, Belgium and
Norwny were also large purchasers,

Conada's output of coppar in Morch set up o new high monthly reccrd. _The outgut
was 30,832,982 pounds as compared with 24,515,502 pounds in Fobruary and 21,708,28

pounds in March 1933, During the first quarter of 1934 the Cenadian production totalled
81,863,027 pounds or 32.4 per cent above the output in the corresponding poriod of the
proceding yeer.

Conada's Exports of Wheat Flour to the Irish Frec State

During the fiscal year endod March 31, 1934, the Irish Free Stato wns one of the
largost buyors of Canadian flour, taking 368,991 barrels valued at 1,379,796; the othor
million dollar, or over, buyors wero the United Kingdom 2,551,249 barrels at 8,781,577,
Newfoundland 332,685 barrels at 31,388,200, and Jamaica 303,393 barrols at £1,014,104,
The 1934 quantity of Canadian flour going to the Irish Free State is tho highest since
1925, the yoar when the Irish Free State was available for the first timo in Canadian
trade statistics. In barrels the figures aro: 1925--265,413; 1926--212,065; 1927==
290,407; 1928--294,592; 1929--263,044; 1930--179,412; 1931--221,575; 1932--222,714;
1933--232,442, and 1934-~368,991, making a total of 2,560,655 for tho ten year poriod.

4pril Auto Froduction Highest Sinco May 1930

Production of automobiles in Canada during Lpril totalled 18,363 units, the
highest number for any month since May 1930. In January, February and March of this
year the cutput was 6,904, 8,571, and 14,180 cars, reospoctively and in april a year
ago the number was 8,255,

For the first four months of 1934 the output of cars and trucks wns 48,018 or
moro than double the number made in the corresponding period of 1933, The apparent
consumption in Canada during these four months totalled 33,138 cars and trucks,

Increased Production of Croamery Butter

The production of oreamery butter in April amounted to 13,823,473 pounds compared
with 13,025,084 in 4pril 1933, This was an incrocso of 798,389 pounds or 6.1 per cent.
There wns a gain in every province, that of New Brunswick being 58 per cont and British
Columbia 35 per cent.

The cumlative production of ecreamery butter in the first four months of 1934 was
39,776,747 pounds compared with 38,185,326 in 1933, an increase of 1,581,421 or 4.1
per cont. Thore was a gain in all provinges except I'rince Edwnrd Island and Saskatchewnn.
The increase in New Brunswick was 48 per cent,
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Building Tormits Make Gain

Roturns from 61 citics show that building permits to the valuo of 42,246,000 wore
issued during .ipril, compared with (1,090,000 in March and $1,596,000 in april 1933, Tho

increese over the preceding month wes 106 per cent and over JApril last year over 40 per
cont. The cumulative total for the first four months of 1934 was $4,911,000 which was

5 per cent groater than in the samsc period of 1933, This is tho first time since 1929
that the cumulative value of tho building authorized in any period has beon greator than
in the samo poriod of the preceding year.

Fisherios of "uebec in 1933 Made First Upwnrd Wovement Since 1928

The total valuo of the fisheries production of the province of Zuebec in 1933 wns
32,128,471, en incroase over the precoding ycar of $312,927, or 17 per cent, this gain
marking the first upward movemont since 1928. Tho total given represents the value of
the fish as marketed, whether sold for consumption fresh, or canned, cured and other=
wise prepared, and wovers tho sea fisherics, value (1,601,470, and the inland fisheries,
value $527,001. Of chioef importance is tho cod fishery.

Agricultural Wealth of Canada

The gross angricultural wealth of Canada for 1933 is estimated at (5,230, 994,000
a8 compared with 3§,209,760,000 for 1932 and (6,056,951,000 for 1931.

The total gross n;ricultural revonue of Cannda is ostimanted at (762,302,000 for
1933 as comparod with (766,794,000 in 1932 and $836,114,000 for 1931. This roprcsonts
a decreaso of 04,492,000 or 0.6 per cont from 1932. There arc increascs in the revenue
from farm animals, wool, dairy products, fur farming, honey and clover and grass soced,
and decrcases in the rovenue from fiold crops, fruits and vegotables, poultry and oggs,
maplo products, tobacco and flax fibre. The geatost increases in revenue are from farm
animnls and dairy products, while tho biggost docreascs are shown in field crops and
poultry and oggse

The gross agricultural rovenue for 1933, by provincos, in crder of value is as
follows: Ontario 3264,762,000; .umobos $138,221,000; Jilborta {110,705,000; Saskatchewann
$106,417,000; Manitoba (}563,987,000; British Columbic §31,276,000; Nova Scotia $23,143,000;
New Brunswick 521,148,000; I'rince Edward Island 12,643,000,

By a sories of deductions from tho gross rovenue from field crops for such itoms as
foed for foarm animals and poultry, sced and ummerchantable grein, and from the gross
revenue from fruits and vegetablos for veogetables produced on farms for home uso, a
preliminary ostimate of the not agricultural rovonue of Canada is given as 464,499,000,
as compared with $476,511,000 for 1932, o decroasc of 311,012,000, or 2.3 per conte

Leather Footwoar I'roduction .dvances in March

The output of loather footwear during March totalled 1,682,010 pairs, an increaso
over the preceding month of 357,962 pairs, and an incroase over March, 1933, of 142,523
pairs. Fifty per cent of the entirc output in March, 1934, is crodited to footwear
node in sizes for women.

Settlers Effects Coming into Canade

There was a large decrease in tho velue of sottlers ecffects which came into Canada
from the United States during the fiscal year 1933-34., The amount was ;3,371,000
compared with $6,351,000 in the previous year. Thero wes o decreaso also in these
offoots coming from the United Kingdom, {176,000 ccmpared with (233,000,

Marriages in dpril Show Incroase of 18 I'er Cent

Births raegistored in 69 cities and towns of Ceneda in Lpril numberad 6,869, deaths
3,945 and marriages 2,342, as comparcd with 6,833 births, 3,878 doaths and 1,983 marriages
in April last year, showing an increase cf one-half por cent in births, 2 per cent in
deaths and 18 por cent in marriages.

Births registorod during the four months January - ipril of this yoecr totalled
26,479, doaths 15,911 and marriages 7,956 as against 27,234 births, 16,101 doaths and
7,500 marriages during tho correspcnding period last year. This comparison shows
decreasos of 3 per cont in births, and 1 per ccnt in doaths and an incronse of 6 per
cent in marriagcs.
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