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HOW To Obtain Information 	 Comment obtenir d'autrcs rcnseigncmcnLc 

Inquiries about this publication and related statistics as well as Toutes demandes de renseignements au sujet de cc document 
the availability of microdata tapes and other services should be des bandes de 	microdonnécs disponibles et des services 
directed to: connexes offerts doivent être adressdes a: 

Income and I lousing Surveys Section Section des enqutes sur le revenu et le logement 
Household Surveys Division Division des enquêtes-ménages 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, KIA 0T6 Statistique Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6 
(Telephone: 951-9775 or (Teléphone: 951-9775 ou 
Facsimile Number: 1-613-951-0562) or Numéro du bëlinographe: 1413-951-0562) ou 
to the Statistics Canada reference centre in: au centre de consultation de Statistique Canada a: 

St. John's 	(772-4073) 	Winnipeg (983-4020) St. John's 	(772-4073) 	Winnipeg 	(983-4020) 
Halifax 	(426-5331) 	Regina (780-5405) Halifax 	(426-5331) 	Regina 	(780-5405) 
Montréal 	(283-5725) 	Edmonton (495-3027) Montréal 	(283.5725) 	Edmonton 	(495-3027) 
Ottawa 	(951-8116) 	Calgary (292-6717) Ottawa 	(951-8116) 	Calgary 	(292-6717) 
IorLmto 	(971_586) 	Vancouver (6&-36)l ) Turoito 	(97-086) 	Vincouvcr 	6-69 I) 

Toll-tree access is provided in all provinces and ierrilorles for Un service d'appel interurhain sans frais est otfert, dims toutcs 
users who reside outside the local dialling area of any of the les provinces et dans les territoires, aux utilisatcurs qui habitent 
regional reference centres. a I'cxiCricur des zones de communication locale des centres rC- 

gionaux de consultation. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 1-800-5634255 Terre-Neuve et Labrador 	 1-800-5634255 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Nouvelle-Ecosse, Nouveau-Brunswick et 
Prince Edward Island 1-800-565-7192 Ite-du-Prince-Edouard 	 1-800-565-7192 

Quebec 1-800-361-2831 Québec 	 1-800-361-2831 
Ontario 1-800-263-1136 Ontario 	 1-800-263-1136 
Manitoba 1-800-542-3404 Manitoba 	 1-800-542-3404 
Saskatchewan 1-800-667-7164 Saskatchewan 	 1-800-667-7164 
Alberta 1-800-282-3907 Alberta 	 1-800-282-3907 
Southern Alberta 1-800472-9708 Sud de l'Alberta 	 1-800-472-9708 
British Columbia (South and Central) 1-800-663-1551 Colonibie-Britannique (sud et centralc) 	1-800.663-1551 
Yukon and Northern British Columbia, Yukon et nord de Ia Colombie-Britannique, 
(area served by Northweslel Inc.) Zenith 0-8913 (territoires desservi par Ia NorthwcsTel Inc.) 	Zenith 0-8913 

Northwest Territories, Territoires du Nord-Ouest, 
(area served by (territoire desservi par Ia 
NorthwesTel Inc.) 	 Call collect: (403)420-2011 NorthwesTel Inc.) 	Appelez a frais virés au: (403)420-2011 
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Presentation of Low Income Statistics 
in Catalogue 13-207 

income Distributions by Size 
in Canada, 1990" 

Presentation des statistiqucs a 
faible rcvenu contcnu dans le 

Catalogue 13-207 
"Repartition du revenu au Canada scIon Ia tailic 

du rcvenu, 1990" 

As a result of the low income review that was 
initiated by Statistics Canada in 1988, the 1986-
based low income cut-offs are being introduced in 
the 1990 edition of catalogue 13-207, "Income 
Distributions by Size in Canada", Statistics Canada. 

The 1986-base low income cut-offs (LICO's) are 
now the preferred low income measures, replacing 
the 1978-base LICO's. Highlights accompanying 
the release of catalogue 13-207 quote 1986-base 
low income statistics. 

The appendix to the 1990 edition of catalogue 13-
207 introduces a new low income measure based 
on one half the "adjusted" median family income 
which emerged from the review as a viable 
alternative to the LICO's. To distinguish it from 
the LICO, we are proposing to call it the Low 
Income Measure or LIM. 

It is the agency's intention to consider the LIM 
approach as a future replacement for the 1986-base 
LICO as the "preferred concept". Before doing so, 
however, it will be given wide exposure to the user 
community to obtain feedback on its usefulness. 

Rdsultant de la revision des sculls de faibic revenu 
entreprise par Statistique Canada en 1988, Ics 
seuils de faible revenu ayant pour base 1986 sont 
maintenant présentës dans l'ddition de 1990 du 
Catalogue 13-207, "Repartition du revenu au 
Canada scion Ia taiiie du revenu', de Statistique 
Canada. 

La base de 1986 des sculls de faible revenu (SFR) 
ont maintenant Ia prdfdrence comme mesure de 
faible revenu, remplacent ics "SFR" de Ia base de 
1978. Les faits saillants qui accompagnent Ia 
nouvelle publication 13-207 cite les statistiques a 
faible revenu ayant l'annCe 1986 comme base. 

L'annexe de I'ddition de 1990 du Catalogue 13-207 
introduit une nouvelle mesure de faible revenu 
basde sur Ia moitie du revenu familial median 
"corrigd". C'est une mesure que Ia rCvision avait 
mis en evidence comme une alternative valable aux 
SFR. Afin de Ia distinguer des SFR, nous 
proposons de l'appeler mesurede faible rcvcnu, OU 

MFR 

Nous avons l'intention d'envisagcr Ia méthode des 
MFR a Ia place des SFR comme "concept prdfdrd", 
mais avant, dIe scra prdsentee en detail aux 
utilisateurs afin d'obtenir leur opinion sur son 
utilitC. 

. 
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. 	

Definitions 

LAw iflCt)fllC CUI-OffS are used to delineate 
family units into low income' and 'other' groups. 

I A family unit with income below the cut-off for its 
family size in an urbanization classification is 
considered a "low income" family. Any family with 
income equal to or above the cut-off is considered 
in the "other" category. 

Definitions 

Les scuils de laible revenu servent a distinucr 
les unites familiales a faible revenu des autres. Une 
unite familiale donE le revenu se situe au-dessous 
du seuil propre a sa taille, dans une classification 
des regions urbaines, est considérée comme une 
famille a faible revenu. Toute Ia famille dont Ic 
revenu est égal ou supdrieur au seuil tombe dans 
Ia categoric autre. 

These lines are applicable to economic families 
and unattached individuals defined as: 

Economic family a group of individuals related by 
blood, marriage or adoption, who shared a 
common dwelling unit at the time of the survey. 

Unattached individual: a person living alone or in 
a household where he/she is not related to other 
household members. 

The income concept used to determine low 
income families is family income as defined in the 
"Notes and Definitions" section of income 
Distributions by Size in Canada, Catalogue 
Number 13-207. 

Les sculls de faible revenu s'appliquent aux 
families &onomiques et aux personnes seulcs, dont 
voici les definitions. 

Famille economiquc: groupe de personnes 
apparentCes par le sang, par alliance ou par 
adoption et qui partagcaient Ic même logement au 
moment de l'enquête. 

Personne seule: personne qui vit seule ou dans un 
menage sans avoir de lein de parente avec d'autres 
membres du menage. 

Le concept du revenu qui sert a identifier les 
families a faibie revenu est celui du revenu de Ia 
familie, dCIini a Ia section "Notes et definitions' 
dans Repartition du rcvcnu au Canada scion Ia 
taille du revenu, no 13-207 au catalogue. 

L 
.1 

NOTE 
	 NOTA 

14 

A 

Although Statistics Canada's low income cut-
offs are commonly referred to as official poverty 
lines, they have no officially recognized status nor 
does Statistics Canada promote their use as 
poverty lines. 

Les seuils de faible revenu de Statistique 
Canada sont appeiés couramment "seulls de 
pauvreté officiels', mais us n'ont en fait aucun 
statut officiel comme Eels et Statistique Canada 
n'encourage pas leur utilisation comme seuils de 
pauvrete. 

0 
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C Updatmg of Low Incxme Cut-offs 

The cut-offs are updated annually by the 
Consumer Price Index using the following formula: 

X Cr where: 
C)1  

is the cut-off for the 
current year, y; 

L,-1 is the cut-off for the previous year, y-l; 

C, is the CPI for the current year, y; and 

is the CPI for the previous year, y-l. 

To prevent errors due to rounding, the numerator 
should be calculated first. 

The following example shows the updating of the 
1986-base low income cut-off for family size "4" in 
size of area of residence "500,000 and over" from 
1990 to 1991. 

L., = 28081 x 167.1 
158.2 

= 4692335.1 
158.2 

= 29660.78  

Misc a jour des seuils de faihie 
revenu 

Les seuils ont did mis a jour annucllemcnt scion 
l'Indice des prix a Ia consommation, au moyen de 
Ia formule suivante: 

_ ou 
1 -1 

S. est le seuil pour l'annëe courante, a; 

S4-1 est le scuil pour l'annde prëeddente, a-i; 

est l'IPC pour l'année courante, a; et 

1-1 est l'IPC pour l'année prdcédente, a-i. 

Pour dviter les erreurs dues a l'arrondisscrncnt, ii 
faut d'abord calculer le numérateur. 

L'exemple suivante ddmontre la misc a jour du 
seuii de faible revenu base de 1986 pour une 
famille de 4 personnes dans une region de 
residence dont la taille est de 500,000 habitants et 
plus de 1990 a 1991. 

S. = 28081 x 167.1 
158.2 

= 4692335.1 
158.2 

= 29660.78 

0 

Therefore, the cut-off is $29,661 (rounded to the 
nearest dollar). 

Donc, le seuil se situe a $29,661 (arrondi a un 
dollar près). 

0 
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C&nsumcr Price Index (CPI)-
L'indice des prix a la concommation 

1971 Base Year 
	 1971 Base Year 	1981 Base 

I 	 Annde base de 1971 
	 Année base de 1971 Base de 1981 

1971 100.0 1981 	236.9(71) 100.0(81) 
1972 104.7(71) 1982 262.5(71) 110.8(81) 
1973 112.8(71) 1983 117.2(81) 
1974 125.0(71) 1984 122.3(81) 
1975 138.5(71) 1985 127.2(81) 
1976 148.9(71) 1986 132.4(81) 
1977 160.8(71) 1987 138.2(81) 
1978 175.2(71) 1988 143.8(81) 
1979 191.2(71) 1989 151.0(81) 
1980 210.6(71) 1990 158.2(81) 

1991 167.1(81) 

S 

Data produced on the basis of these cut-offs is 
published annually in Income Distributions by Size 
in Canada, Catalogue No. 13-207, which is released 
in the IaU of the year; le.. 1990 income data was 
available in December 1991. 

Low Income Cut-offs based on 1986 Family 
Expenditure Data 

Eveiy four years Statistics Canada conducts a 
detailed survey of the expenditure patterns of 
Canadian families. The 1986-based low income cut-
offs are being introduced in the 1990 edition 
catalogue 13-207, "Income Distributions by Size in 
Canada" Statistics Canada. 

Les données produites d'apres ces scuils sont 
publiécs chaque année dans Repartition du revenu 
au Canada scion Ia tailic du rcvcnu, no. 13-207 au 
catalogue, qul est publid a l'automne de chaque 
anndcs. Ex., les donnécs du revenu de 1990 Ctaient 
disponible en dccmhre 1991. 

Sculls dc faibic rcvcnu fondes a partir des donndcs 
de l'enqu&e sur Ics ddpcnscs des familIes dc 1986 

Tous les quatre ans Statistique Canada mêne une 
enquete ddtaillde sur les modes de consommation 
des families canadiennes. Les seuils de faibic 
rcvenu ayant pour base 1986 sont maintenant 
présentds dans l'dition de 1990 du Catalogue 13-
207, "RCpartition du revenu au Canada scIon Ia 
taille du revenu", de Statistique Canada. 

The following table presents data based on the 
application of the low income methodology to the 
1986 Family Expenditure data. The three parts of 
the table show: 

(1) The 1991 LICO's that result from the 
application of the current methodology to the 
1986 FAMEX data; 

Le tableau suivant prdsente des donndes fondtcs 
sur l'application de Ia mCthodologic 
d'dtablissement des scuils de faible revenu aux 
donndes sur les ddpenses des families en 1986. Les 
trois parties du tableau indiquent ceci: 

(1) Les SFR de 1991 resultants de l'application de 
la mdthodologie courante aux donnCcs sur les 
ddpenses des familles en 1986. 

0 	(2) The 1991 LICO's (1978 base); 	 (2) Les SFR de 1991 (sur Ia base de 1978); 
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(3) The ratio of the LICO's in part (1) to the 
LICO's in part (2) showing on a cell-by-ccll 
basis the differences in the 1978-base LICO's 
and those obtained by applying the current 
methodology to the 1986 Family Expenditure 
data. 

Part 3 of the table indicates that for family size 
four or less, there is evidence that the LICO's have 
increased; however, many of the increases are small 
(seven of the twenty deviate less than 3.0% from 
the 1978-based LICO's). For larger family sizes, 
the 1986-based LICO's are generally less than the 
1978-based LICO's. Examining the overall matrix 
of LICO's, one can conclude that the overall 
pattern of change is ambiguous but likely small. 
Most differences may be within the range of 
normal sampling variability. This suggests the 
differences between the 1986-based and 1978-based 
LICO's are not meaningful. 

(3) Le rapport des SFR de Ia partie (1) aux SFR 
de Ia partie (2), indiquant pour chaque case 
les diffdrences entre les SFR (base de 1978) et 
ceux qu'on obtient en appliquant La 
mdthodologie courante aux donndes sur Ics 
ddpenses des familIes en 1986. 

La partie 3 du tableau indique que dans le cas 
des unites familiales de quatre personnes ou 
moms, les SFR ont augmentd semble-t-il. 
Toutefois, dans bien des cas, ii s'agit de hausse pcu 
importantes (sur un total de vingt, sept des SFR 
s'Ccartent de moms de 3.0% de ceux de l'annde de 
base 1978). Dans le cas des unites familiales dont 
la taille est plus grande, les SFR pour I'annCc de 
base 1986 sont gdndralement moms dlcvCs que 
ceux pour l'annCe de base de 1978. L'examen 
global de Ia matrice des SFR rdvte que, dans 
l'ensemble, Ia variation n'est par très claire mais 
vraisemblablement peu importante. La plupart des 
ëcarts ne ddpassent pas les normes de variation de 
l'&hantillonnage. II semble donc que les Ccarts 
entre les SFR des années de base 1986 et 1978 
soient ndgligeables. 

S 

Further information can be obtained from: On peut obtenir d'autres renscigncments en 
s'addressant a: S 

Statistics Canada 
Household Surveys Division 
Jean Talon Building 
5th Floor, Section D-2 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIA 0T6  

Statistiquc Canada 
Division des enquetes-menages 
Edifice Jean Talon 
5e dtage, section D-2 
Parc Tunney 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0T6 

Telephone (613) 951-9775 
Facsimile (613) 951-0562 

Téléphone (613) 951-9775 
Numdro du bdliriographe (613) 951-0562 
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• Comparison of 1986-Based and 1978-Based Low Income Cut-offs for 1991 

Comparaison des sculls de faible rcvcnu dc 1991 dtablis sur Ics bases de 1986 Ct de 1978 

I 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia rátion de residence 

Urban Areas - Regions urbaines 
Rural 

Size of Areas 
family unit 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Less 

and 	 to to than 
over 	 499,999 99,999 30,000 RCgions 

Taille de ruraics 
l'unité 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et 	 a a 30,000 

plus 	 499,999 99,999 habitants 

1986-based LICO's - SER ëtablis sur Ia base de 1986 

1 14,951 	 13,132 12,829 11,695 10,179 
2 20,266 	 17,802 17,390 15,852 13,799 
3 25,761 	 22,626 22,103 20,149 17,539 
4 29,661 	 26,049 25,449 23,200 20,192 

32,406 	 28,462 27,805 25,347 22,062 S 5 
6 35,177 	 30,893 30,180 27,512 23,947 
7+ 37,833 	 33,230 32,463 29,593 25,757 

1978-based LICO's - SFR Ctablis sur Ia base de 1978 

1 13,443 	 12,767 11,977 11,073 9,940 
2 17,736 	 16,834 15,707 14,572 12,993 
3 23,726 	 22,484 21,012 19,546 17,399 
4 27,340 	 25,985 24,291 22,595 20,113 
5 31,860 	 30,167 28,131 26,210 23,389 
6 34,796 	 32,877 30,731 28,583 25,533 
7+ 38,300 	 36,267 33,893 31,520 28,131 

Ratio of 1986-based LICO's to 1978-based LICO's (%) 4 
Rapport des SFR ëtablis sur Ia base de 1986 a ceux etablis sur Ia base de 1978 (%) 

1 111.2 	 102.9 	 107.1 105.6 102.4 
2 114.3 	 105.8 	 110.7 108.8 106.2 
3 108.6 	 100.6 	 105.2 103.1 100.8 
4 108.5 	 100.3 	 104.8 102.7 100.4 
5 101.7 	 94.4 	 98.8 96.7 94.3 
6 101.1 	 94.0 	 98.2 96.3 93.8 
7+ 98.8 	 91.6 	 95.8 93.9 91.6 
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Low Income Cut-Offs [1986 base'I • Scuils de faible revenu [base de 19861 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia region de rdsidence 

Urban Areas - Rdgions urbaines 
Rural 

Size of Areas 
family unit 500,000 100,000 30,000 Less 

and to to than 
over 499,999 99,999 30,000 Regions 

Taille de ruraics 

l'unité 500,000 100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et a A 30,000 

plus 499,999 99,999 habitants 

1986 

1 11,847 10,405 10,165 9,266 8,065 

2 16,059 14,105 13,779 12,561 10,933 

3 20,412 17,928 17,514 15,966 13,896 
4 23,501 20,641 20,164 18,382 15,999 

5 25,677 22,552 22,031 20,084 17,480 

6 27,871 24,479 23,914 21,800 18,974 
7+ 29,977 26,329 25,721 23448 20,408 

1987 

1 12,366 10,681 10,610 9,672 8,418 

2 16,762 14,723 14,383 13,111 11,412 

3 21,306 18,713 18,281 16,665 14,505 

4 24,531 21,545 21,047 19,187 16,700 

5 26,802 23,540 22,996 20,964 18,246 

6 29,092 25,551 24,962 22,755 19,805 
7 31,290 27,482 26,848 24,475 21,302 

1988 

1 12,867 11,301 11,040 10,064 8,759 
2 17,441 15,320 14,966 13,642 11,874 

3 22,169 19,471 19,022 17,340 15,093 

4 25,525 22,418 21,900 19,964 17,377 

5 27,888 24,494 23,928 21,813 18,985 

6 30,271 26,586 25,973 23,677 20,608 

7+ 32,558 28,596 27,936 25,467 22,165 

For an explanation of how these cut-offs were revised, see Appcndif in Income Distribution by S17e in Canada, 
1987, Catalogue No. 13-207. - Voir une explication de Ia façon dont ces seuils ont dtd rCvisds dans f'Anncxc de 

Repartition du rcvcnu au Canada scion la taillc du rcvenu, 1987, n° 13-207 au catalogue. 

I 
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LOW Income Cut-Offs [1986 base'] - Concluded • 	Sculls dc faible rcvcnu [base de 19861 ] - un 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia region de residence • Urban Areas - RCgions urbaines 
Rural 

Size of Areas 
family unit 500,000 100,000 30,000 Less 

and to to than 
over 499,999 99,999 30,000 Regions 

Taille de rurales 
l'unité 500,000 100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et a a 30,00() 

plus 499,999 99,999 habitants 

1989 

1 13,511 11,867 11,593 10,568 9,198 
2 18,314 16,087 15,715 14,325 12,469 
3 23,279 20,446 19,974 18,208 15,849 
4 26,803 23,540 22.997 20,964 18,247 
5 29,284 25,720 25,126 22,905 19,936 
6 31,787 27,917 27,273 24,862 21,640 
7± 34,188 30,028 29,335 26,742 23,275 • 1990 

1 14,155 12,433 12,146 11,072 9,637 
2 19,187 16,854 16,464 15,008 13,064 
3 24,389 21,421 20,926 19,076 16,605 
4 28,081 24,662 24,094 21,964 19,117 
5 30,680 26,946 26,324 23,997 20,887 
6 33,303 29,248 28,573 26,047 22,672 
7+ 35,818 31,460 30,734 28,017 24,385 

1991 

1 14,951 13,132 12,829 11,695 10,179 
2 20,266 17,802 17,390 15,852 13,799 
3 25,761 22,626 22,103 20,149 17,539 
4 29,661 26,049 25,449 23,200 20,192 
5 32,406 28,462 27,805 25,347 22,062 
6 35,177 30,893 30,180 27,512 23,947 
7+ 37,833 33,230 32,463 29,593 25,757 

For an explanation of how these cut-offs were revised, see Appcndif in Income Distribution by Size in Canada, 
1987, Catalogue No. 13-207. - Voir une explication de Ia façon dont ces seuils ont étë revises dans i'Anncxc de • 
Repartition du rcvenu au Canada scion la taillc du rcvcnu, 1987, n° 13-207 au catalogue. 
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Low Income Cut-Offs 11978 base2] • Scuils de faible revcnu [basc de 19782 1 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia rgion de residence 

Urban Areas - Regions urbaincs 
Rural 

Size of Areas 
family unit 500,000 	 100,000 30,000 Less 

and 	 to to than 
over 	 499,999 99,999 30,000 Regions 

Taille de ruraics 
l'unitC 500,000 	 100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et 	 a a 30,000 

plus 	 499,999 99,999 habitants 

1978 

1 5,950 5,650 5,300 4,900 4,400 

2 7,850 7,450 6,950 6,450 5,750 

3 10,500 9,950 9,300 8,650 7,700 

4 12,100 11,500 10,750 10,000 8,900 

5 14,100 13,350 12,450 11,600 10,350 

6 15,400 14,550 13,600 12,650 11,300 

7+ 16,950 16.05() 15.000 13,950 12,450 

1979 

1 6,493 (,,166 5.74 5347 4,802 

2 8,567 8,130 7,585 7,039 6,275 

3 11,459 10,859 10,149 9,440 8,403 

4 13,205 12,550 11,732 10,913 9,713 

5 15,388 14,569 13,587 12,659 11,295 

6 16,806 15,879 14,842 13,805 12,332 

7+ 18,498 17,516 16,370 15,224 13,587 

1980 

1 7,152 6,792 6,371 5,890 5,289 

2 9,436 8,955 8,355 7,753 6,912 

3 12,622 11,961 11,179 10,398 9,256 

4 14,545 13,823 12,922 12,020 10,699 

5 16,949 16,047 14,966 13,943 12,441 

6 18,511 17,490 16,348 15,206 13,583 

7+ 20,375 19,293 18,031 16,769 14,966 

2 For an explanation of how these cut-offs were revised, see Income Distribution by Size in Canada, 1980, Catalogue 
No. 13-207. Also a technical reference paper entitled "Rebasing Low Income Cut-offs to 1978", which describes the 
derivation of these low income cut-offs, is available on request from the Household Surveys Division. - Voir une 
explication de Ia facon dont ces seuils ont Cté rdvisés dans Repartition du revenu au Canada scIon la tailic du 
revenu, 1980, n°  13-207 au catalogue. On peut aussi obtenir un document de réfCrence technique intitulé "Adoption 
de l'annde 1978 comme nouvelle année de base pour les seuils de faible revenu" en faisant Ia demande a la Division is des enquétes-mdnages. 
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Rural 
Areas 

Regions 
rurales 

Size of 
family unit 500,000 100,000 30,000 Less 

and to to than 
over 499,999 99,999 30,000 

Taille de 
l'unitd 500,000 100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et a a 30,000 

plus 499,999 99,999 habitants 

16 
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. 

Low Income Cut-Off 11978 base 2] - Continued • Seuils de faible rcvenu [base dc 197821 - suitc 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia region de residence 

Urban Areas - Regions urbaines 

. 

1981 

8,045 7,640 7,167 6,626 5,949 
2 10,614 10.073 9,398 8,721 7,775 
3 14,190 13,455 12,575 11,697 10,412 
4 16,361 15,549 14,536 13,521 12,035 
5 19,066 18,051 16,835 15,684 13,995 
6 20,823 19,674 18,390 17,105 15,279 
7-f- 22,919 21,702 20,283 18,863 16,835 

1982 

8,914 8,466 7,941 7,342 6,592 
2 11,761 11.162 10,414 9,663 8,615 
3 15,732 14,909 13,934 12,961 11,537 
4 18,129 17,229 16,107 14,982 13,336 
5 21,126 20,002 18,654 17,379 15,507 
6 23,073 21,800 20,377 18,953 16,930 
7+ 25,396 24,047 22,475 20,901 18,654 

1983 

1 9,429 8,955 8,400 7,766 6,973 
2 12,440 11,807 11,016 10,221 9,113 
3 16,641 15,770 14,739 13,710 12,203 
4 19,176 18,224 17,037 15,847 14,106 
5 22,346 21,157 19,731 18,383 16,403 
6 24,406 23,059 21,554 20,048 17,908 
7+ 26,863 25,436 23,773 22,108 19,731 

2 For an explanation of how these cut-offs were revised, see Income Distribution by Size in Canada, 1980, Catalogue 
No. 13-207. Also a technical reference paper entitled "Rebasing Low Income Cut-offs to 1978", which describes the 
derivation of these low income cut-offs, is available on request from the Household Surveys Division. - Voir unc 
explication de la facon dont ces seuils ont did rdvisds dans Repartition du revenu au Canada scion Ia tailic du rcvcnu, 
1980, no  13-207 au catalogue. On peut aussi obtenir un document de rdfdrence technique intituld "Adoption de 
l'annde 1978 comme nouvelle annde de base pour les seuiis de faible revenu" en faisant Ia demande a Ia Division des 
C nqudtes-mdnages. S 
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Low Income Cut-Offs [1978 base2] - Continued • Seufis de faible rcvenu [base dc 197821 - suite 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia region de residence 

Urban Areas - Regions urbaincs 
Rural 

Size of Areas 
family unit 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Less 

and 	 to to than 
over 	 499,999 99,999 30,000 Regions 

TailIc de rurales 
l'unird 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et 	 a a 30,000 

plus 	 499,999 99,999 habitants 

1984 

1 9,839 9,345 8,766 8,104 7,276 
2 12,981 12,321 11,495 10,666 9,510 
3 17,365 16,456 15,380 14,307 12,734 
4 20,010 19,017 17,778 16,537 14,720 
5 23,318 22,078 20,590 19,183 17,117 
6 25,468 24,062 22.492 20,920 18,687 
7+ 28,032 26,543 24,807 23,070 20,59() 

1985 

1 10,233 9,719 9,117 8,429 7,568 
2 13,501 12,815 11,956 11,093 9,891 
3 18,061 17,115 15,996 14,880 13,244 
4 20,812 19,779 18,490 17,200 15,310 
5 24,252 22,963 21,415 19,952 17,803 
6 26,488 25,026 23,393 21,758 19,436 
7+ 29,155 27,606 25,801 23,994 21,415 

1986 

1 10,651 10,116 9,490 8,774 7,877 
2 14,053 13,339 12,445 11,546 10,295 
3 18,799 17,815 16,650 15,488 13,785 
4 21,663 20,588 19,246 17,903 15,936 
5 25,243 23,902 22,290 20,768 18,531 
6 27,571 26,049 24,349 22,647 20,231 
7+ 30,347 28,735 26,856 24,975 22,290 

2 For an explanation of how these cut-offs were revised, see Income Distribution by Size in Canada, 1980, Catalogue 
No. 13-207. Also a technical reference paper entitled "Rebasing Low Income Cut-offs to 1978", which describes the 
derivation of these low income cut-offs, is available on request from the Household Surveys Division. - Voir une 
explication de Ia façon dont ces seuils ont dtd rdvisds dans RCpartition du revenu au Canada scion la taillc du rcvcnu, 

1980, n°  13-207 au catalogue. On peut aussi obtenir un document de rCfdrence technique intituld "Adoption de 
l'année 1978 comme nouvelle annde de base pour les seuils de faible revenu" en faisant la demande a Ia Division des 

enquCtes-mdnages. 

. 

a 

. 

a 

a 
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Low Income Cut-Offs [1978 base 2j Continued • Sculls dc faible revenu Ibase de 19782 1 - suite 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia rdgion de residence 

Urban Areas - Regions urbaines 
a Rural 

Size of Areas 
family unit 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Less 

and 	 to to than 
over 	 499,999 99,999 30,000 Regions 

Taille dc rurales 
l'unitC 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et 	 a a 30,000 

plus 	 499,999 99,999 habitants 

1987 

1 11,118 10,559 9,906 9,158 8,222 
2 14,669 13,923 12,990 12,052 10,746 
3 19,623 18,595 17,379 16,166 14,389 
4 22,612 21,490 20.089 18,687 16,634 
5 26,349 24,949 23,266 21,678 19,343 
6 28,779 27,190 25,416 23,639 21,117 
7+ 	31,676 29,994 28,032 26,069 23,266 

O 1988 

 1 11,569 10,987 10,307 9,529 8,555 
2 15,263 14,487 13,516 12,540 11,181 
3 20,418 19,348 18,083 16,821 14,972 
4 23,528 22,361 20,903 19,444 17,308 
5 27,417 25,960 24,209 22,556 20,127 
6 29,945 28,292 26,446 24,597 21,973 
7+ 	32,960 31,209 29,168 27,125 24,209 

1989 

1 12,148 11,537 10,823 10,006 8,983 
2 16,027 15,212 14,193 13,168 11,741 
3 21,440 20,317 18,988 17,663 15,722 
4 24,706 23,481 21,950 20,418 18,175 
5 28,790 27,260 25,421 23,685 21,135 
6 31,444 29,709 27,770 25,829 23,073 
7+ 	34,610 32,772 30,628 28,483 25,421 

2 For an explanation of how these cut-offs were revised, see Income Distribution by Size in Canada, 1980, Catalogue 
No. 13-207. Also a technical reference paper entitled "Rebasing Low Income Cut-offs to 1978", which describes the 
derivation of these low income cut-offs, is available on request from the Household Surveys Division. - Voir une 
explication de Ia façon dont ces seuils ont été révisCs dans RCpartition du rcvcnu au Canada selon Ia taille du rcvcnu, 
1980, n°  13-207 au catalogue. On peut aussi obtenir un document de reference technique intitulé "Adoption de • 
l'annde 1978 comme nouvelle année de base pour les scuils de faible revenu" en faisant Ia demande a Ia Division des 
e nque tes-menages. 
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Low Income Cut-Off 11978 base2] - Concluded . Seuils de faible revenu [base dc 197821 - fin 

Size of Area of Residence - Taille de Ia region de residence 

Urban Areas - Regions urbaines 
Rural 

Size of Areas 
family unit 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Less 

and 	 to to than 
over 	 499,999 99,999 30,000 RCgions 

Tailie de rurales 
l'unitC 500,000 	100,000 30,000 Moms de 
familiale et 	 a a 30,000 

plus 	 499,999 99,999 habitants 

1990 

1 12,727 12,087 11,339 10,483 9,411 
2 16,791 15,937 14,870 13,796 12,301 
3 22,462 21,286 19,893 18,505 16,472 
4 25,884 24,601 22,997 21,392 19,042 
5 30,163 28,560 26,633 24,814 22,143 
6 32,943 31,126 29,094 27,061 24,173 
7+ 36,260 34,335 32.088 29,841 26.633 

1991 

1 13,443 12,767 11,977 11,073 9,94() 

2 17,736 16,834 15,707 14,572 12,993 
3 23,726 22,484 21,012 19,546 17,399 
4 27,340 25,985 24,291 22,595 20,113 
5 31,860 30,167 28,131 26,210 23,389 

6 34,796 32,877 30,731 28,583 25,533 
7+ 38,300 36,267 33,893 31,520 28,131 

I 

2 For an explanation of how these cut-offs were revised, see Income Distribution by Size in Canada, 1980, Catalogue 
No. 13-207. Also a technical reference paper entitled 'Rehasing Low Income Cut-offs to 1978', which describes the 
derivation of these low income cut-offs, is available on request from the Household Surveys Division. - Voir une 
explication de Ia façon dont ces seuils ont dté rCvisés dans Repartition du rcvcnu au Canada scion La taillc du rcvcnu, 
1980, n° 13-207 au catalogue. On peut aussi obtenir un document de rdférence technique intitulC 'Adoption de 
l'annde 1978 comme nouvetle annde de base pour les seuils de faibie revenu" en faisant la demande A Ia Division des 
enquCtes-mCnages. 
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I listorical 'Fable on Incidence of Low Income in Canada 

Tableau rétrospectif sur Ia proportion de personncs ct de familles a faibic revenu au Canada 

Year 	 Unattached Persons 
Individuals 	 Families (population) 

Annc 	 Personncs 	 Familles Pcrsonncs 
scuics (habitants) 

Revised Cut-offs (1978 Base) - Seuils rdvisds de 1978 

1979 39.7 13.1 15.5 
1980 39.1 11.6 14.2 
1981 37.5 11.3 14.0 
1982 37.1 12.6 15.4 
1983 41.9 13.8 17.0 
1984 37.7 13.9 16.8 
1985 36.9 12.6 15.6 
1986 34.6 11.8 14.5 
1987 33.5 11.3 14.1 
1988 33.1 10.5 13.1 
1989 30.5 9.6 12.2 
1990 30.1 10.7 13.2 

Revised Cut-offs (1986 Base) - Scuds rvisds de 1986 

1986 38.3 	 13.6 16.0 
1987 37.5 	 13.1 15.6 
1988 37.7 	 12.2 14.8 
1989 34.4 	 11.1 13.6 
1990 34.1 	 12.1 14.6 

S 

I 

a. 
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0. 	
APPENDIX 	 ANNEXE 

U)W Income Measures (L1Ms) 
	 Mesures dc faible rcvcnu (MFR) 

The appendix to the 1990 edition of catalogue 
13-207 introduces a new low income measure 
based on one half the "adjusted" median family 
income which emerged from the low income review 
that was initiated by Statistics Canada in 1988 as a 
viable alternative to the LICO's. To distinguish it 
from the LICO, we are proposing to call it the 
Low Income Measure or LIM 

It is the agency's intention to consider the LIM 
approach as a future replacement for the 1986-base 
LICO as the "preferred concept". Before doing so, 
however, it will be given wide exposure to the user 
community to obtain feedback on its usefulness. 
In addition, there are some issues related to the 
adoption of the LIM approach which require 
further investigation. For example, one major 
difference in this concept over the LICO's is the 
absence of any adjustments for different 
community sizes which has an important impact on 
the data from a geographic perspective, 
provincially and by rural/urban classification. This 
particular issue, and any others which arise, will be 
addressed over the next year or two after which 
there will be further consultation with participants 
in the review. 

Low Income Measures for 1980 to 1990 appear in 
the following table. 

For more information on the LIMs, see the 
appendix of catalogue 13-207, "Income Distribution 
by Size in Canada, 1990". 

L'anncxc de l'ddition de 1990 du Catalogue 13-207 
introduit une nouvelle mesure de faible revenu 
basde sur Ia moitié du revenu familial median 
"corrigé". C'est une mesure que la rCvision des 
seuiis de faible revenu entreprise par Statistique 
Canada en 1988 avait mis en evidence comme une 
alternative valable aux SFR. Afin de Ia distinguer 
des SFR, nous proposons de I'appeler mesurc de 
faible revenu, ou MFR. 

Nous avons l'intention d'envisager Ia mCthode des 
MFR a la place des SFR comme "concept preféré", 
mais avant, elle sera presentée en detail aux 
utilisateurs afin d'obtenir leur opinion sur son 
utilitC. De plus, il y a des problemes se rattachant 
a l'adoption de la mëthode MFR qui doivent faire 
l'objet d'une étude plus poussCe. Ainsi, une 
difference importante de ce concept par rapport 
aux SFR est I'absence de toute correction de 
difference de taille de Ia communauté, qui a une 
incidence importante sur les données dans une 
perspective géographique au niveau provincial et 
scion une classification rurale/urbaine. Ce 
probleme en particulier, et tout autre qui pourrait 
se presenter, sera regle d'ici un an ou deux 
lorsqu'il y aura d'autres consultations avec les 
participants a Ia revision. 

Les Mesures de faible revenu pour 1980 a 1990 
sont prescntées au tableau suivant. 

Pour plus d'information concernant Ics MFR, voir 
l'annexe du catalogue 13-207, "Repartition du 
revenu au Canada scion Ia taille du rcvenu, 1990" 

0 
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APPENDEX TABLE 1. Low 1nxxne Measures by Family Type, 1980 to 1990 
(Based on One-half Median Mjustcd Family Unit Income) 

Family ipe 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

I 

One adult 

dollars  

6,375 7,114 7,664 7,774 8,246 8,797 

Two adults/ 
One adult, one child 8,925 9,960 10,730 10,884 11,544 12,316 

Three adults 11,475 12,805 13,795 13,993 14,843 15,835 

Two adults, one child! 
One adult, two children 10,838 12,094 13,029 13,216 14,018 14,955 

Four adults 14,025 15,651 16,861 17,103 18,141 19,353 
Three adults, one child 13,388 14,939 16,094 16,325 17,317 18,474 
Two adults, two childrenl 
One adult, three children 12,750 14,228 15,328 15,548 16,492 17,594 

Five adults 16,575 18,496 19,926 20,212 21,440 22,872 

Four adults, one child 15,938 17,785 19,160 19,435 20,615 21,993 

Three adults, two children 15,300 17,074 18,394 18,658 19,790 21,113 

Two adults, three children! 
One adult, four children 14,663 16,362 17,627 17,880 18,966 20,233 

Six adults 19,125 21,342 22,992 23,322 24,738 26,391 

Five adults, one child 18,488 20,631 22,226 22,545 23,913 25,511 
Four adults, two children 17,850 19,919 21,459 21,767 23,089 24,632 
Three adults, three children 17,213 19,208 20,693 20,990 22,264 23,752 
Two adults, four children! 
One adult, five children 16,575 18,496 19,926 20,212 21,440 22,872 

4 

A 



-17- • i'AIHFAU EN ANNEXE 1. Les mcsures dc faible rcvcnu frar gcnre dc farnille, 1980 a 1990 
(Fonds sur unc demie de Ia mdianc du rcvcnu dc l'unitd familiale ajust) 

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 Genre de Familics 

dollars 

9,350 9,792 10,489 11,351 11,838 Un adulte 

Dcux adultcs/ 

13,090 13,709 14,685 15,891 16,573 Un adulte, un enfant 

16,830 17,626 18,880 20,432 21,308 Trois adultes 
Deux adultes, un enfant/ 

15,895 16,646 17,831 19,297 20,125 Un adulte, deux enfants 

20,570 21,542 23,076 24,972 26,044 Quatre adultes 

19,635 20,563 22,027 23,837 24,860 Trois adultes, un enfant 
Deux adultes, deux enfants/ 

18,700 19,584 20,978 22,702 23,676 Un adulte, trois enfants 

24,310 25,459 27,271 29,513 30,779 Cinq adultes 

23,375 24,480 26,223 28,378 29,595 Quatre adultes, un enfarit 

22,440 23,501 25,174 27,242 28,411 Trois adultes, deux enfants 
Deux adultes, trois enfants/ 

21505 22,522 24,125 26,107 27,227 Un adulte, quatre enfants 

2()50 29,376 31,467 34,053 35,514 Six adultes 

27,115 28,397 30,418 32,918 34,330 Cinq adultes, un enfant 

26,180 27,418 29,369 31,783 33,146 Quatre adultes, deux enfants 

25,245 26,438 28,320 30,648 31,963 Trois adultes, trois enfants 
Deux adultcs, quatre cnfants/ 

24,310 25,459 27,271 29,513 30,779 Un adulte, cinq enlarns 

40 
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