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INTRODUCTION

Staushcs Canada produces a wide range of information about Canadian
agricuiture.  Statistics on farm income and expenses, livestock and crops
are published at reguiar intervals. Farming Facts 1991 prowvides
examples of the kind of information about Canadian agriculture collected
and published by Statstics Canada.

The agriculture statistics program includes a variety of telephone, in-person
and mail-back surveys, the method chosen depending on the type and
complexity of the survey. The Census of Agriculture, which is
conducted once every five years, 1S a naton-wide stock-taking involving
the collection of agricultural data from every farm in Canada. The data
from the 1991 Census of Agriculture will be available in June 1982, The
annual National Farm Survey and the January Farm Survey are
sample surveys which collect current information on crop acreages.
livestock inventory and farm expenses. In addition, a varnety of annual,
quarterly and monthly surveys prowvide current information on crop yields.
poultry, specialized agricultural production (honey, greenhouse, etc.) and
other products.

Statistics Canada makes every effort to keep the number of survey
contacts to a mimimum. For examgple, in Prince Edward Island and New
Brunswick, the interpretation of satelite images (known as remote sensing)
15 used in making annual potato estimates. As well, wherever possible
Statistics Canada uses alternative information sources such as
administrative and tax records.

Statistics Canada cooperales exiensively with the provincial departments
of agrtculture, provincial statistical agencies and with other federal and
provincial departments in the collection and development of agricultural
statistics.
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A GricuLTuRAL STATISTICS - THE BENEFITS TO FARMERSI

Agncultural statistics have many users including farmers and farmer
organizations, markel analysts, agn-business and policy makers.
Summaries of statistics and analyses are widely reported in farm
newspapers and government publicatons.

Some benefits of statistics to farmers include the following:

& wide access 1o accurate and objective information on market conditions
1s needed to ensure far and efficient functioning of markets;

® farmers make production and marketing decisions based on market
information generated in part from agncultural surveys; and

& some direct gavernment payments to farmers (for example, Western
Grain Stabihzation Program) are based partly on survey data.

The provision of accurate and objective infarmation to all data users is a
major goal of the agriculture statistics program. It s important to ensure
that all participants in the market have equal access 1o objective
information on market conditions.

Another major use of agricultural statistics 1s in the making of production
and marketing decisions. Farmers obtain markel information and analysis,
based partly on Statistics Canada data, from farm newspapers, market
newsletters, agriculiural representatives and other sources. For example,
a hog producer after reviewing market information in relation to the hog
production cycle may decide to increase or decrease production. Based
on cattle mventory statistics, a farmer may decide to sell off some stock
early as feeders rather than finish them for the slaughter market.

The National Farm Survey collects some of the data required by the
administrators of the Western Grain Stabilization Program to calculate
payments 1o farmers in the Canadian Wheat Board area. Under this
program, iotal payments to participants in the plan from 1985 to 1989
have been over $3.7 biliion.



CANADIAN AGRICULTURE I —

The agneulture industry in Canada continues to change as the trend to
larger and fewer farming units continues. The number of census farms
peaked at 733,000 in 1941. By 1981, the number of farms had dechned
to 318,000, although the volume of agricultural production was about
2.75 times greater than in 1941. The number of census farms continued
lo dechne to 293,000 farms reported by the 1986 Census of Agrculture.
However, this decrease 1s due 1o a declining number of small farms. The
number of larger farms with gross sales above $25,000 increased six
percent between 1981 and 1986.

In 1931, the rural farm population represented over 31 percent of
Canada’s total population. By 1986, the proportion had fallen to under
four percent. Despite fewer families living on farms, agriculture continues
1o consist almost entirely of family-controlled farming business. According
to the 1986 Census of Agricullure, over 99 percent of all census farms
were family-controlled, accounting for almost 95 percent of total agncultural
sales.

Farms are becoming larger. In 1986 over 50 percent of all census farms
had sales above $25,000. These farms produced 95 percent of all farm
sales, a seven percent increase over 1981.

Agrniculture plays a significant role in Canada’s economy, and is an
important source of foreign exchange. Agricullure is particularly significant
n the Praine provinces where about half of Canada’s net farm income is
earned.

Cereal grans, ollseeds and forage crops are the major field crops grown in
Canada, with wheat being the dominant crop. Canada is world renowned
for its exports of high quality wheat.

A wide vanety of fruts and vegetables are grown n Canada for domestic
and export markets. The greenhouse and nursery industnes produced
horticultural products generating saies of $807 milion in 1989.

Commercial sales of livestock and poultry are important sources of income,
approximately equal in value to the sales of crops in an average year. The
beef breeding herd 1s rebuilding. The number of beet cows at July 1. 1990,
was estimated at 3.6 million head, an increase of 11 percent since the
1986 Census. There were 3.2 milhon head of catlle and calves
slaughtered in 1989 and an additional 516,600 head were exported. The
15.5 million pigs slaughtered in 1989 produced 1.2 million tonnes of
dressed pork, 25 percent of which was exported.

The number of dairy cows at July 1, 1990, was estimated at 1.4 milion head
and in 1989 the dairy herd produced approximately 7.3 million kilolitres

of milk. Approximately 63 percent was sold as industrial milk for

the production of butier, cheese, yoghun, etc., and the other 37 percent
accounted for fluid milk sales.

In Canada, the production of eggs, broller chickens and turkeys 1s highly
speciaized and concentrated. Production of poultry has increased steadily
while the production of eggs has remained fairly stable. In 1989, over
19.4 million turkeys and over 390 million chickens and stewing hens were
produced. Almost 22 million layer hens produced over 5.7 bilion eggs in
1989 for an annual average of about 260 eggs per hen.

Agricultural statistics can be found in regular Statistics Canada
pubhcations, or through CANSIM, Statistics Canada's compulerized data
bank. To obtain specific information, please contact:

Agriculture Division,
Statistics Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario.
K1A 076,

Tel (613) 951-4257.



Population Trends in Canada, 1851-1986

Millions

1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 '56 '61 '66 '71 '76 '81 '86

- Urban Population

- Rural Population

Source: Census of Population, 1851-1986.



Distribution of Farms by Sales Class, 1981 and 1986 The June 4. 1991 Census is Canada’s 171h nalional census since
Confederation.

The size of the average farm family is 3.6 persons, higher than the 3.1 for
a non-farm family. Under a millon Canadians live in farm families.
Percent
40 Today's farmers have more formal education than in the past. From 1971
to 1986 the percentage of farmers with a high school diploma increased
from 14 percent to 43 percent.

Full-time farmers (with no days of off-farm work) produce 80 percent of all
farm sales and have almost three quarters of all farm capital.

30
Relatively little land in Canada is irngated, just over two percent of
Canada's cropland. Most irrigated land 1s in Alberta, where over one
million acres or five percent of total cropland is irrigated.

In 1986, about 8,000 farmers had computers used prnncipally to manage
the farm business

Under  $10,000- $25.000- $50.,000- $100,000- $250,000
$10,000 $24,999 $49999 $99.999 $249,999 & over

1981 Census - 1986 Census

Source: Census of Agricuiture
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Production ot Principal Field Crops, 1990
(000 tonnes)

Canada B.C. Alta. Sask. Man. Ont. Que. N.B. N.S. P.E.Il Nfld.
Winter Wheat 1,631 -- 163 109 27 1,301 20 2 ) 4
Spring Wheat 25,758 136 6,069 13,880 5,443 54 150 8 3 14
Durum Wheat 4410 667 3,348 395
Total Wheat 31,798 136 6,899 17,337 5,865 1,355 170 10 8 18 -
Oats for grain 3,507 100 1,450 879 409 287 315 25 17 24
Barley for gran 13,521 144 6,227 3,832 2,014 638 530 39 19 78
Fall Rye 883 9 168 470 193 43 -
Sprning Rye 56 13 43 2
Total Rye 939 181 513 193 43 - - -- -- -
Mixed Grain 1,051 12 204 67 78 541 0 59
Flaxseed a35 81 432 422
Canola 3,325 39 1,293 1,451 499 43 = =
Corn for grain 7,033 17 155 5,055 1,800 6 s
Buckwheat 48 26 9 13 - --
Peas, dry 297 103 112 82 - - -
Soybeans 1,327 1,276 51 --
Beans, dry white 11 - .- 111 - -
Lentils 219 3 175 42 E = =
Mustard seed 265 39 209 18 - - -
Canary seed 176 154 21 -
Sunflower seed 115 - - 10 104 - .
Tame Hay R U 2,177 9,525 2,722 3.084 7.439 7,000 417 435 290 24
Fodder Corn 8,002 472 181 272 5,260 1,770 47
Sugar Beets 942 590 352 -

- Values too small to be expressed

Source: Field Crop Reporting Series, 1990, Catalogue No. 22-002.



All Wheat* Exports by Final Destination,
1929/30, 1949/50, 1969/70, 1989/90 Crop Years

1929/1930 Crop Year

All other
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1969/1970 Crop Year
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16%
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Alj other
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Switzerland
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9.4 million tonnes

* Includes wheat flour

1949/1950 Crop Year

All other
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L
| —%
Belaum  ynted States
40/0 6°/°

6.6 million tonnes

1989/1990 Crop Year

All other
countries
47%

USSR
20%

Algeria
4%

17.4 million tonnes 39,

Source: Grain Trade of Canada, Catalogue No. 22-201; Cereals and Oiseeds Review, Catalogue No. 23-007.



0ver one-third of ail Canada's Class One agncultural land can be seen
from the top of the CN Tower.

Wheat is seeded to about 43 percent of cropland m Canada. About

67 billion 16 ounce loaves of bread could be baked from all the wheat
produced in Canada in 1990. This is enough bread to pave a two-lane
road between St. John's, Newfoundland and Vancouver, British Columbia
69 tmes.

Annual pasta consumption per person is nine pounds in Canada, 12 pounds
in the U.S. but 66 pounds in Italy. It takes about one and a half pounds

of durum wheat to produce a pound of pasta. In 1990, Canada produced
enough durum wheat (nine billon pounds) to supply Canada’s pasta needs
for 26 years.

The farmer’s share of many products 1s quite small. A farmer receives

61 cents for the canola in a $1.99, one-litre bottle of canola oil. There 1s six
cents worth of wheat in a $1.39 loaf of white bread, one cent worth of
barley in a bottle of beer, and one cent worth of rye in a $27.50 botile of
Canadian rye whiskey.

Although only one-sixth of the world's land 1s imgated, that land produces
one-third of the world's harvest.

Market Share of World Wheat and Flour Trade,
Five Major Exporters, 1960/61 to 1989/90 July-June
Crop Years

Percent

50

40
30
20
10
0 ;h" ﬁ' f 1-"‘"\‘-. .

1960/61 196465 196970 197475 1979:80 1984/85  1989/90

—— (jruted States — Canada
w— - E.C.

———— Australia

s Argentina

Source: USDA, FG10-90, Grains, World Situation and Outiook;
USDA, FG16-85, Grains, Foreign Agricufture Circular.



Production of Selected Vegetables, Canada, Production of Selected Fruits, Canada,
1940, 1965 and 1989 1940, 1965 and 1989

Thousand tonnes Thousand tonnes

300 60

250 50

200
150 30
100 20
{ = Wl
0 9]
130 19645 108 P50 1865 1350

- Peaches - Pears
- Strawbernes

- Beans - Cabbage - Carrots - Grapes
- Onions - Peas - Raspberries

Source: Fruit and Vegetable Production, Catalogue No. 22-003 Source: Fruit and Vegetable Production, Catalogue No. 22-003
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Farm Cash Receipts, 1990

British Columbia

— . . - == - =
Total crop receipts | 3 - — i 0p teceipts 397%
Total livestock receipls J k receipts 52%
Total payments t.,. ot P = payments 9%

Total cash receipts $1. h eceipts $21.7 billion

Alberta and

)
Total crop receipts 3
Total livestock receipt§ f

Total payments

ecepls 16%
pCk recelpts 80%
ents 4%

Total cash receipts § 2 | P! i b 3 eceipts $60 million

ard Island

Saskatchewan

Total crop receipts ; eceipts 53%
Total livestock receipt = nck receipts 40%
Total payments ’ + ents 7%

Total cash receipts $3,! eceipls $241 million

Manitoba ia

Total crop receipts ) 0 s otal crop receipts 24%
Total livestock receipts 41%{ {Total livestock receipts 59% || Total livestock receipts 69 % | {Total hvestock receipts 55% | | Total hvestock receipts 72%
Total payments % | [ Total payments 4% || Total payments 13% { | Total payments 3% || Total payments 4%

Total cash receipts $1,981 miilion| [ Totat cash receipts $5.676 mitlion || Total cash receipts $3.746 million | |Total cash receipts $272 million Total cash receipts $313 million

Note: Total payments include gross payments directly pad to producers from various sources excluding program premiums or levies.
Source: Agriculture Canada Qutlook Estimates, 1990.



Farm Operating Expenses, 1990 Canada

. R Machinery expenses 17%
British Columbia Commercial feed 14%
Wages lo farm labour 23% i indebtedness 13%
Commercial feed 21% ! ’ ges to farm labour 12%
Interest on indebtednass 14% = : " Fertilizer and lime 7%
Machinery expenses | Farn ] 5%
Olher operating expenses 1 operating expenses 32%
Total operating expenses $919 m g $ $16.2 blllion
Alberta
Machinery expenses :I- WF 13%
Interest on indebtedness. 21%
Wages to farm labour 7%
Commercial feed 6%
Other operating expe 23%
Total operating expens: il 45 million
Saskatchewan V' s
Machinery expenses | 7%
Interest on indebtedne 165 %
Farm rent 14,%
Fertihzer and lime 1%
Other operating expe 41%
Total operating expen: 167 million
Manitoba
Machinery expenses -3;.)"—6
Fertilizer and ime 4%
Interest on indebtednes 1o
Commercial feed 1%
Other operating expe oy
Total operating expen 21 million
Ontario Quebec
Commercial feed 16% Commercial leed 26k Commercial feed 23%
Wages to farm labour 16°% interest on indebtedness 124 Wages to tarm labour 22%
Machinery expenses 14% Machinery expenses 12% Machinery expenses 15%
interest on indebtedness 1% Wages to farm labour 12% {nteres!t on indebtedness 1t%
Other operating expenses 43% Other operating expenses 38% Other operating expenses 29%
Total operating expenses $4,200 million Total operating expenses $2.495 mitlion Total operafing expenses $187 million

Note: Other operating expenses include all other crop and livestock expenses not iisted that are incurred in the general operation of the farm.
Totals are calculated after rebates.
Source: Agriculture Canada Qutlook Estimates. 1990.




For the five year period 1980-1984, Quebec maple producers sold an
average of $27 million worth of maple products. For the period 1885-1988
the average was over $59 million, including a high of about $85 million In
1988. Average production between the period 1980-1984 and 1985-1989
increased by 14 percent.

Canola/rapeseed represented less than one half of one percent of all crop
receipts in 1959. Since 1986, canola/rapeseed has been second only to
wheal, comprising 11 percent of tolal crops receipts. In the last decade,
wheat has accounted for an average of 42 percent of all crop receipts
Canada.

According to the 1986 Census of Agriculture, farm families on farms with
gross sales between $10 thousand and $50 thousand have the lowest
average lolal income. Farm families on smaller farms (under $10 thousand
sales) have tigher average total incomes due to off farm mconme sources.

Average Assets’, Liabilities and Net Worth of
Canadian Farms, January 1990

Thousands of dollars

700

600

500

100

300

100

Nt FEL NS NB  Que Onl Man Sask Alla BC Canada

- Liabilities

- Net worth
* Assets = liabilites + net worth.
Note: Average values have been calculated for all farms with sales
greater than $2,000.
Source: Farm Credit Corporation, Farm Survey 1990
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Selected Agricultural Price Indexes, Canada,
1972-1990

1986 = 100

140

Note: A price index gives the average percentage change that occurs
over time to specific prices. The graph shown displays three
such indexes:

(1) Farm product prices index (crops) [FPPI (crops)};

(2) Farm product prices index (livestock and animai products)
(FPPI (hvestock));

{3) Farm input prices index [FIPI].

120

100

As slated above, the FPPI for crops gives the average
percentage change (in prices) that farmers receive for ther

80 various crop products. Similarly, the FPPI for livesiock and

animal products gives the average percentage change (in prices)
tarmers receive for therr hvestock products. The FIPI gives the
o average percentage change (in prices) farmers pay for ther farm
nputs.

To demonstrate this percentage change over time, a base
40 vear 1s used (1986 = 100) and prices are calculated on yearly
averages. For example, looking at the FPPI (crops) in the

graph, it would show that the FPPI was indexed at 124 for 1989.

20
1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 This means that the prices received by farmers for crops
g} products were 24 percent higher than those received In the
s Prices receved - Crops — PriCES paid
Farm Inputs base year (1986).

Prices received - Livestock
and Animal Producls

* the values for 1990 are preltminary.

Source: Farm Product Price index, Catalogue No. 62-003; Farm Input
Price Index, Catalogue No. 62-004.



Realized Net Farm Income, Canada, 1981-1930

Billons af dollars

25 [ == 1

20

10

1981 1984 1987 1990

Realized Net

= Total Farm Receipls -~
Farm Income

Operating Expenses
and Depreciation

Note: Realized Net Farm Income 1s equal to farm cash receipts (including
direct program payments) plus income-in-kind, less operatng
expenses and depreciation charges.

Source: For 1981-1989, Agriculture Economic Statistics, Catalogue
No. 21-603E; for 1990, Agriculture Canada Qutiook Estimates

Direct Program Payments to Farmers compared to
Realized Net Farm Income, Canada, 1981-1990

Bilions of dollars

S

a3

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990

- Realized Net Farm Income - Direct Program Payments

Note: Direct Program Payments represent net payments to farm operators
under various federal and provincial government programs. These
can be either payments enhancing receipts or expense reducing
rebates. Realized Net Farm Income is equal t0 farm cash receipts
(including direct program payments) plus income-in-kind, less
operaling expenses and depreciation charges.

Source: For 1981-1989, Agriculture Economic Statstics, Catalogue
No. 21-603E; for 1990, Agriculture Canada Oullook Estimates.



Livestock on Farms at July 1, 1910-1990, Canada

Millions

20

-]
10
)
0 i
1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990
— Catlle and calves = Piys === Sheep and lambs
Note: Before 1975, the reference date for Livestock inventories was
June 1. In 1975 1t was changed to July 1.
Source: Livestock Report. Catalogue No. 23-008; Livestock and Ammai

Products Staustics, Catalogue No. 23-203; Handbook of
Agricultural Statistics, Part Vi, Catalogue No. 21-514,
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Cattle and Pigs on Farms, by Province,
at July 1, 1990

Millions

Nfid.

RAEH

N.S.

M

Sdash

Alta.

B.C.

- Cattle - Pigs

In 1990, 8,800 head of cattie and 16,500 head of pigs were
reported for Newloundland.

Livestock Report, Catalogue No. 23-008.

Note:

Source:




One chicken produces more eggs in a year than the average Canadian
eats.

The milk producing ability of the average Canadian dairy cow has more
than doubled since 1961.

The number of cattie In Ontario in 1990 was about the same as in 1901,
at just over two milion head.

Canada had only about one third the number of sheep in 1990 (728 thousand)
as it did 1871 (2.2 million). By companson, Australia has about 150 million

sheep.

The number of pigs on Canadian farms aimost doubled between 1976 and
1986, while the number of farms with pigs dechined by almost half.

Poultry Production by Province, 1989

Thousands of tonnes
0 50 100 150 200

Nfla.

PE.L

N.S.

N.B.

Que.

Ont.

Man

Sask.

Alta.

B.C

Ch|CkenS and
stewing hens

- Turkeys

Note: 1989 data for turkeys in Newfoundiand is confidential. P.E.L.
turkey production 1n 1989 was 24 tonnes.
Source: Production of Poultry and Eggs. Catalogue No. 23-202.



Egg Production by Province, 1941, 1965 and 1989

Millions of dozens
0 50 100 150
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200

Nfld.

P.E.I

N.S.

N.B.

Que.

Ont.

Man

Sask.

Alta

B.C.

[ RE B s B oso

Note: 1941 and 1965 Newfoundland data not available.
Source: Production of Poultry and Eggs, Catalogue No. 23-202.

Did you know that . . .

when it comes o electronic equipment, farm households are much like
other Canadian households: 98 percent have telephones, 97 percent
have at least one television and 65 percent have a video cassette
recorder.

about four percent of Canada's labour force 15 in agriculture. The U.S.
has three percent, France six percent, Japan seven percent, the
U.S.S.R. 22 percent and China 60 percent.

in 1986, 11.5 percent of Canada's farmers were foreign born; farmers
born in the Netherlands represented the largest proportion at 2.6 percent.

in 1950, it ook about 2,700 busheis of wheat 1o buy a 50 horsepower
tractor. Today, the average Saskatchewan farm tractor has 135
horsepower and costs over 16,000 bushels of wheat.

in 1986, one third of all Canadian farmers were over 54 years old.
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Market Shares of Pasteurized Milks, Canada, 1975-1989

lce cream and Yogurt Production
1977, 1983 and 1989

Miflion litres 'f:'”‘”” e
350
2,000 360 =
2400 - - Yogurt
208 Ice cream
180 - (hard and soft)
10
- 0P
1,500 _— .
1977 1983 1989 "
1,000
500
0

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

m—  Homogenized Milk

Source: The Dairy Review, Catalogue No. 23-001.

1980 1981 1982

2 % Milk

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

w— Skim Milk
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Apparent Per Capita Food Consumption in Canada, 19605‘93 o
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Rankings of Provinces by Selected Agriculture Characteristics.

First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth
Number of Farms, 1986 Census Ont. Sask. Alla. Que. Man. B.C.
Canada total 293,089 farm®~ 72,713 63,431 57,777 41,448 27,336 19,063
Land on Farms, 1986
{'000 of acres) Sask. Alla Man. ont. Que. B.C.
Canada total 167.6 mulhon acres 65.728 51,040 19,127 13,953 8.992 5358
Average Farm Size, 1986
(acres) Sask. Alla. Man. B.C. N.B. N.S.
Canada average 572 acres 1,036 883 700 313 284 240
Farm Real Estate Values, 1986
($ per acres) Ont BC Nilci PELI Que N.S.
Canada average 3478 per acre 1.288 884 868 727 662 637
Number of Cattie, July 1, 1990
('000 head) Alta. Ont. Sask. Que. Man. B.C.
Canada total 12.3 million head ) 4,310 2,250 2,160 1,413 1,075 740
Number of Pigs, July 1, 1880
('000 head) Ont. Que. Alta Man, Sask. B.C.
Canada total 10.5 milhon head 3,181 2.975 1.760 1,240 790 234
Number of Sheep and Lambs, July 1, 1990
('000 head) Alla. Ont. Que. EiE) Sask. N.S.
Canada total 759,200 head 233 =15 118 58 56 34
Area Planted to Principal Field Crops, 1990
('000 acres) Sask. Alta Man Ont Que. B.C
Canada total 79 million acres 31,580 22.307 11.210 7.700 4.031 1.344
Potato Production, 1990
('000 cwt) EE:l N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Alta.
Canada total 64.6 million cwt. 18,750 12,495 8,488 8,036 17556 6,120
Apple Production, 1889
(tonnes) B.C. Ont Que. N.S N.B
Canada Iotal 536,720 tonnes 199,128 192,216 89,272 51,437 4,667
Total Direct Payments and Rebates, 1989
($000,000) Sask. Ont. Que. Alta. Man. B.C.
Canada iotal $3 billion 968 550 509 467 373 )
Farm Dept Outstanding, December 1, 1989
($000.000) Alta. Sask. Ont. Que Man BC
Canada total $22 bilion 5,508 5116 4,638 3,149 1.789 1,137
Net Farm Income, 1989
($000.000) Ont. Sask. Que. Alta, Man. B.C.

Canada lotal $4.8 bullnon 1,147 1,109 813 802 434 180



