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THE GRAIH STTUATION IN TIE ARGENTINE

Ottawa, January 14, 1937.- The correspondent of the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics in Buenos Aires has forwarded the following report, under date of January 2,
1937, deeling with the greoin situntion in th2 argoentine,

The New Grain Crops

The first officisl estimnte of the rew grain ond linseed crops was made
public by the Ministry of Agriculturc on December 37the It indlcates some very satis-
factory yields, as will be seen from the fcllowing figurcsge

met_tons bushels hectarens acres
Theat 6,800,000 or 2&3 ,550,000 or b.205,000 or 15,721,550
Linseed 1,880,000 ,072,000 2,545,000 6,533,150
Oats 820,000 53,136,000 825,000 2,037,750
Barley 680,000 31,212,000 570,000 1,407,900
Rye 225,000 8 ,865,000 405,000 1,000,350
Conary Seed 0,000 1,182,000 37,500 92,625
Totals 10,535,000 418\931_040 10,847,500 26,793, 32

The cstimated yicld of wheat is the highest yet registered in the
country. It works out ~t 1,068 kilos por heciorern, or 15,87 bushels per ~cre. This
exceeds by .0l bushel per ~cre the previous best yield, which wos in 193234, 15.86
bushels per a.wts ., The only other year in which the aversge wheat yicld has touched
14.86 bushels per ~cre s-+s1928-29, vhea 15.50 bushels was recordeds

The linsced avercge is ostimnted at 711l kilos per hectares, or 11%
bughels per acre, which is cbout tiae normel figure.

A comparigon of the chbove estimated arens te be throshed with the
figures of the third officinl ostimnte of the arcus seceded to thne vorious crops,
indicates some henvy abandonmentsgz=

Theat 718,000 hectarens or 1,773,460 acres sbondoned,
Lingeed ’.}}65,000 301,550
Oats 53,000 1,118.910
Barley 209,000 516,230
Rye Le7,000 1,202,890
Conory Seed 1,000 __17.290

2,239,000 hecte or 5,530,330 ncres.

Comparative stntistics of the estimnted production of this secson with

that of last year and the previous 5 and 1O0-yenr overnges are (in we¥'clis):
Wheot Linsced Octs Barley Rye

19 36=37 2lg,857,000 74,012,000 53,170,000 31,232,000  &,858,000

193536 141,463,000 59,446,000 33,718,000 21,128,000 5,000,000

Beyr. ave 225,769,000 70,567,000 56,062,000 28,530,000 10,047,000
10-yr, ave 238,514,000 72,302,000 57.492,000 22,252,000 8,179,000

Whilst the zrain trade generally cscexns disposed to regard the officieal
figures as a reasonnble cstimnte of the expected yicld, one of the leading dsily news—
papers criticizes the wheant estimrte as probably too high, pointing out that tareshing
returns on which the officicl fisures are presumcbly based, could only have been availe
able from the northern districts ot the time vhen the figures must have been compiled,
and that the high svercge yicld cttnined in the rnorth could not be expected to be
equnlled in the more southerly zonos, where frost ~nd drought hind undoubtedly done some
domoge o

Harvesting of wie~t is now well ncdvanced in the south of Buenos Aires,
and private reports from o typiccl district within the area damnged by frost indicate
an average yield of cbout 12 busicls per acre in whoot cut with the combine,

Deducting tie ordinnry domestic requirements for seed and home consumpt-
ion (95,534,000 bushcls) from the estimnted vheot crop, there will remain for export a
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balance of lSu,32u,OOO bushels, plus the very smcll carryover from the o0ld crope.

Crop Conditionse

The weather during December was somewhat variable, and there were some
heavy rains which interrupted harvesting for several days at o times. Nevertheless,
vheat cutting is well advanced, and the machines are at work in the southern portion of
the province of Buenos iires, where in some districts 75 per cent of the grain has been
gathered,

Threshing returns from the north indicate very good yields, which are
reflected in the govermment estimote of the crop, but the wheat qualities are very
variable, fThere is o good derl of soft grain, and o high proportion of bleached and
lyellow berry" kernels, but the natursl weight of the groin is quite satisfactory. In
the south and also in parts of the north there is a certain percentage of shrivelled
kernelg in districts where frost or hot winds hove inflicted damage,

Below I give extracte from the official report on crop conditions,
which mrde its appearnnce on December 19the

Buenos siires: Wiect. Cutting is general almost throughout the province,
The results moy be considered good, except in the western nnd south-western parts, where
lack of rain, strong winds, o~nd the frost of early November have caused losses in the
seeded area and an oppreciable shrinkage in the expected yields., Insect damnge in the
Ce Suarez district hac caused the wheat to be of light apecific weight, although the
yields are satisfactory. Linseed: The condition in general is goods In the north, in
the real linseed zone, harvesting is becoming general, The yields obtained up to now
are normeal and the quality is goods Towards the centre there is an abundance of weeds,
owing to excessive humidity of the soil, and the condition of the fields is from average
to poor, towards the west there being some stretches which may already be regarded as
lost from this cause, Townrds the south there is an improvement; the pods have formed
normally, and are ripening under good conditionse. Mnize: The condition of this cereal
is good, the weather hoving been favourable for it in the north and centre of the
provincees In the southern coastzl region seeding has been finished, and although the
oondition is good, rains would be weictme. In two districts young locusts have caused
damage of some consideration, Cordoba: Wheat. A good proportion of the wheant has been
harvested, this being greater in the north~east md centre of the province. Yields are
generally good, except in some districts where Mot winds precipitated ripening and
shrivelled the grain, .n apprecicble proportion of the wheat cut shows o bed &o0lour,
through being bleached or "yellow berrys but the specific weight is goode Linseed:
The results of the harvest ore uncertain: first seeding and germination were late on
account of drought, and ofterwards too abundant rains brought excessive weed growth,
causing a lower yield and poorer quality. Grubs also have caused damcge to an apprec-
iable extent in isolated fields but distributed tiroughout the provinces The quality
is very irregular, there being mony lot: with percentcoges of stained and groeen seed, with
also some domoged by froste Meizc: The condition of the moize fields is goods 4 back-
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wardness in their development is noticeable, by reason of late planting because of lack
of moisture for the preparation of the soils The crop is most advenced in the south-east
of the province, Locusts were fought effectively, and there is no appreciable damages
Santa Fes: Wheate In the north n~ncd greater part of the centre of the province the wheat
end lingeed are cut and stacked, In the south cutting has commenced, but frequent rains
are preventing normel progresse By the end of the month threshing will be in full swing
in the north. BEarly threshings in the north are giving satisfoctory yields, and in the
romainder of the province they orec considered very goods 4s to quality, the basic
weight is superior to normal, it being easy to find wheats weighing 80 to 83 kilos (say
64 to 664 1bs pe bue)e The quelity decrecses in the northern zone adjacent to Santa Fe,
In the south and centre the eorlier combire cuttings hiave given o superior product. The
uncut fields in the south present o vih.form oppearsnce, with even hends, well filled and
in goed sanitary condition, os rust developments were isolated, r8 were also grub attadms
The rains ond strong winds of the Tth lodged some lots, making their harvesting diffi-
culty Linseods This is mostly cut ~nd stacked in the north and most of the centre, -~nd
early lots in the south nre being cut, with frequent interruptions through rains, BEarly
yYields in tne north ore low, owing to domage by grubs, locusts and droughte Threshing
hers will soon be genercl, and in the south cutting ond stackinge The uncut fields in
the south ond centre are in satisfoctory condition, but the frequent raing sre encourag-
ipg bhe growth of weeds and deloying ripening of the linseed, Maizes Planting has been
finished in the contre ond south of the province. In the north late varieties are being
planted and will continue ns long as possible in order to try to mcke up the reduced
area of the early verieties. ZEverything depends upon the raings Entre Rioss The
weather here hos beon relatively settled, ond horvesting hes not been made difficult by
rains, Whect: The harvest generslly is well advonced, ond threshing also is generals
Yields are satisfoctory, ond the quality of most of the lots threshed so far is good,
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especinlly in the central zonce Linseed: Threshing of linseed clso hos become general,
is with wheot, it is mostly being houled direct to the machines, without previous stack-
ing; but whilst this is economiccl it hos the disadvantoge of lowering the quality of
the product, especially in the case of linseed ond in o year of obundance of weeds such
os thise. The early yields have been relatively low, due to the late date at wnich
cultivation was begun, ottacks of locusts, and abundance of weedse Mnize: The early
maize is in good condition. Invasions of weeds in the fields are being fougnht, but not
generally, Locusts are being attocked actively, ~nd there is good hope of o better
mrize crop this yenre The Pampr: Except in one or two zones vhere hnil and heavy rain
storms have crused domege, weother conditions hove been favoursble for the crops, with
lower than norm~l temperatures and beneficinl rains ot the close of November. Earvest-
ing is general, The condition of the wheat improved, except in some districts., There
sre cbandonments in all districts, especially in the west, Ylelds generally mre
inferior to normal, but the quality is goods Yields of linseed are low, ond there is
an cppreciable proportion of area abandoned because of domage through ndverse weather
conditions, Maize planting is being corried on actively, and the -early plontings are
slrecdy above ground but o little backward in development. Sonticgo Del Estero:
Harvesting of wheat has finished, with poor results; yields are so low tant seed will
have to be brought in for next yenr, The linsced crop is o feilure, through persistent
drought snd nttacks of locustse The crop of mcize is uppromising, except the early
plantings in the irrignted zone.

Supplies and Market Conditions

Grain Movements During the month of December there was great congest-
jon in the ports of the Republic, ond this naturally backed up on the railways.
Inadequncy of elevator accommodation ond port facilities to toke core of the hecvy
m~rize movement were responsible. Over 39,368,000 bushels of mnize were sent oversecs
during the monthe Mony miles of loaded roilway cars containing this grain were stande-
ing in the ports or held uwp on the woy to them, causing & ghortnge of Cars to toke care
of the wheat and linseed being threshed. Industrial life nlso wos coffected, construct—
jon work being held up for lack of cement, for the houloge of wiich from the points of
production there were insufficient cars aveiloble. The heavy rcins which on several
occagions held up hnrvesting ond threshing operations, relieved the situntion by making
the country roads impassable cnd stopping the flow of grain to the railwoy stations,
it the spome time, some inconvenience was caused to siipping firms wio hod boats waiting
for the new whent ond linsced, ~nd hcd to substitute maize to £ill the spncee

There is every promice of a very active movement oversecs during the
next few weekse In oddition to porcel space in the liners, tramp steo~mers with a
crpacity of very close to 157,473,000 tu, are under chorter alroady, of which
66,926,000 bushels ~re for Janu~ry, ond 62,989,000 bushels for February locdinge

Waent. In conncction with the flour statistics included in this
section, cttention is colled to the fact that in the post the figures given hinve been
the actunl tonnnge of flour, wiich have been somevhat nmislecding, os they leave o dis~
appenrance of whont not fully nccounted for. Hence, in this and future reports the
flour figures will be givon in terms of the wheat used in producing ite Records of
the argentine mills for 1935 show thot 74,409,000 bushels of wheat produced 52,761,000
bushels of flour, n ratio of 70,92100, & round figure of TOwl00 will therefore be used
in the conversion,

Exports of wheat ~nd flour in December were 12,189,000 bushels (wheat
12,063,000 bushels, wheat as flour 126,000 bushels).

Including the new crop, the following is now the statistical position:~
Second officicl estinate 1935-36 CITOD essccccrecscontincss 139,6263000 bushels
n

Carry over fronm 193““35 CI'OD essscecscsscssssvencecscsassns 19,178 000
Totol SUDPliES swseecencscccnssccccocscscnsncnren, 158.78E,000 L
Deduct for probable over-catinntl ssesssscesscnssssenseece 071,000 i
153,693,000 "
1,859,000 "
21.83%,000 !

Revised tO0t0l eovessvcesccssscsvcssssssnnsnscnsans
Deduction for seed & domestic needs (revised) eceescececcce

Balonce for export enwssessseettesetanetsegudPans
Shipped to) wheat eessecoes 59,304,000 bushels

Dece 3lst ) wheat as flour. 2,184,000 "
Stocks 01d crop on 1ond 31:12:30 seeasscesccvenss
First officiel estinnte 1936*37 CTOD seecvccacsescsvnsccrvon
Totol supplies 121337 R R R TR X A R R XX
Deduct for seed & domestic reguirenehis esscsssccscrsesces
Exportablc balance for 1937 Sessssscctvrssvrniaces

61,488,000
205,000

249, 857,000
250,205.000
34, 000

']?%ng_h—ﬁ,b 3,000
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Great activity prevailed on the grain exchanges during the month of
December, which was in merked contrast to the quiet atmosphere of previous weeks,
Farmers and country merchants were free sellers, but in spite c¢f the liberal offerings
the market remained firm, exporters having no difficulty in turning the grain over to
their clients abroad. It is estimated that nearly 55,116,000 bushels of new wheat have
already been sold for export. Stocks in most European countries are kmown to be low,
and the active demand for new Argentine wheat is expected to be well maintained for some
time. Brazil is, as usual, in the market for the pick of the parcels coming forward,
especially the hard wheat from the south of the province of Buenos Aires, the cutting
of which is now well advanced., The local millers are also out to buy this choice grain,
which is selling at a premium over the wheat from other zones,

At the close of business for the month and year, Spot wheat (No,2 Soft,
64 1bs, per bushel) was selling 2t 11.25 pesos per qtl. (equal to 10J3c., Canadian per
bushel at prevdling official exchange rates); and the March opition (the furthest month
being quoted) at 11,27 (100 3/lc. per bu.). On the same day in Wimnipeg, Hay wheat
closed at 129 1/8c,

Maize., liaize shiprents in December reached the high fignre cf
41,305,000 bushels, which compares with 34,208,000 bushels in Iliovembdei, end brings the
exports since April 1st to over 255,893,000 bushels, The statictical position is now as
shown belows:-
Third official estimate 1935-36 crop ... 392,485,000 tushels

Carry over from 193435 CIoP ceccessasas 43 352,000 f
oGl B BE b coonnd qum /s vomeve ‘1‘3%335,0'30 A
Deduct for seed & domestic needs ....... 103,176,600 o

Exportiable MAVERRE . ... <. 0o s o0 33%;3325555 .
Shipments April lst tc December 3lst ... 276,958,200 %
Still available for export s......e S [OR I - F

The liberal rains during December have made it reascnably cevtain that
another good maize crop will be cut, end this has made the famers and couniry holders
less disposed to hold on to their stocks, But in spite of the increased zfferings
prices have held up well and even advancédd a little in sympatiyy with wheat during the
month just closed. Good sz2les have been made, both to the Tnited {icles and lanada,
and to the various European conswaing centres. Bat there 1s great haste cpparent to
get the old crop of maize out of the way before the new one commencea to ccize on the
market, and it is highly probable thai considerable quantitiss have been pus afloat un-
sold, Whilst this may have a tendency to weaken prices a little later om, it is not
anticipated that there will be any difficulty in conswming countries ebsorbing all the
Argentine surplus,

At the close of the month Spot Yellow maize for export was selling at
5.83 pesos per 100 kilos (equal to 48 5/8c. U.S, per bushel at curren? official exchange
rates); and March, the farthest nonth quoted at 6.09 (50 3/4c. per bu.); whilst in
Chicago May corn was selling at 106 1/8&c,

Linseed, December shipments were 6,068,000 bushels, leaving the supply
position as under:
Second official estimate 1935-36 €rop .. 52,360,000 bushels
Probable WnEor-ontinatb——xs JEEE 150 Gilinds o0 b 7. 874,000 "
Carry over from 1934=35 Crop cescocscense 4,869,000 "
Totwl Suppliser BB sk awas vacd oo NGETIO},OOO "
Deduct for seed & domestic needs ........ _ [,874,000 ¥
Bolonce for-expat 1950~ 24 fvdadessis 57,229,000 i
Add new crop zs per lst official est. ... _J4,012,000 L
Total SUPPLIES seooesscososssascosss  L3L,2L41,000 i
Dxportod-dudg 896 . .evaomssostBersenys 61008
BERLSRECIE: waia?i¥8 srescnple aier sl ordl « arol sholBlotare/aTorein o _-6,9,921";000 ¥
Seed & domestic requirenents 1937 ....... __ 1,085,000 "
Exportable balance at 121337 se.cese 2, 838,000 1

As will be seen from the foregoing stateuent, over 3,937,000 bushels of
the Decerber exports rmst have consisted of new crop linseed, which has been moving quite
freely, and this is expected to contimue. Increased industriel activity appears to be
stirmlating the demand for linseced, and a good business was done in December, prices
being carried well above what was the former official minimm, h,

Spot Linseed closed the i:onth st 14,50 per quintel, equel to 120 7/8ec,
U.S. per bushel at current exchange rates; and the March option a trifle lower, '1h4,u8
(120 5/8c. per bu.). In Duluth on the same day Moy seed closed at 222c,
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Qats. December shimrents of Oats were 1, 886,000 bushels which brought
the total exports for the year to 11,062,000 bushels., The Decenber cargoes probably
included sorme of the new crop.

Although the new crop is smaller then had been anticipated at one tine,
there is rmuch bigger surplus for export than a year ago, as the following figures show:

First official estinate 193637 Crop eo..» 53,170,000 bushels
Logsd seed & domestic requirenents ........ 29,827,000 "
Export&ble balance [ IR LR B B AN B Y | 232 i EIOOO "

There was 2 fair aiount of sctivity in the itarket during the onth, and
prices nsde welcoue gains, White oats of export quality closing at 6.10 pesos per 100
kilos, and Yellow at 5,90, which prices coupare with 5.25 and 5,05 respectively at the
end of Noverber,

Barley. Shipcents during Deceber were T&7,000 bushels, 2nd the total
for the year 10,838,000 bushels,

The first officizl estiinte of the new crop indicates 31,232,000 bushels,
which after deducting 6,568,000 bushels for sced & doiestic conswiption leaves a balance
avel lable for export of 2u,664,0C0 bushels, plus any siiall cerry over fra: the previous
CTop,

The narket was quiet with little business passing, but prices improved a
little in sympathy with other grains, At the close of the :ionth Malting barley of
export quality was being quoted :t 8,10 pesos per 100 kilos, ond Feed malities 7.90, as
against 7.55 end 7.35 at the end of November,

Bye. Deceriber exports were 936,000 bushels and the year's total
5,467,000 bushels,

The govermient!ls estirate of the new crop is &,858,000 bushels frau
which 1,945,000 bushels will be required for seed snd domestic needs, leaving 6,913,000
bushels as an exportable balence, with the addition of any su2ll stocks still on hend
froaa the old crop.

Business in the e~rly part of December was fairly brisk, but fell off
towards the end. Prices iande o substantial gain, export rye closing the month at 9.70
per quintal, 2s coupered with the previous ~onthls close of 7.M0,

New Official Grade of Whezt

Reference was rede in these notes a month ago to the prevalence of a
blemish in the wheat crop of the Rosafe zone, cel led here "panza blanca" or "white belly",
and known in the northern part of the continent es "yellow berry", In parts of Santa Te
and Cordoba the percentage of this daiage ran as high as 100%, and the average was said
to be about 33%, Officiel grades only pern:it 15% in grade 1, and 30% in grade 2 of avy
type of wheat, so not unnaturelly an agitation was started to induce the Fational Grain
& Elevator Board to change the official specifications so as to adzit a greater percent-
age of the danaged wheat., As the Argentine Grain act conteiplates per:znent standardiz-
ation of the official gredes, to yield to pressure for iodifications of standard grades
at the end of the first season would have created on ewkward precedent. The Board has
therefore et the fituation by establishing a new grade, to be known as Rosafe Seni~hard
No. 2 P.B., in which there will be per:itted a maximmu of 60% of the panza blanca grains,

An enquiry is to be rniade in order to discover if possible the cause of
the unusual condition in the wheat crop in the zone affected,

Worning Against Mixing Wheats.

The Nationol Grain & Elevator Board has found it necessary to issue a
warning agdnst the 1ixing of wheats of different types by grain dealers, It is pointed
out that the classification of grains is basedmpontheir industrial quelities, and that
egceptional inportance is attached to inproving and raking unifor:: the Argentine exports,
to achieve which it is necessary to avcid rixing wheats of different types, such as Hard,
Serii~hard snd Soft, although there is no objection to iixtures of verieties within their
ow§ gypes,ipvgtédgditheylgrg not vnr@gtiesbwbigh h%ve been outlawed frow all types ond
R e e i n % i Serate. T SIP onians 1y Bhe nalictny = Lo

It 1s no s22ll tesk which hes been set the grain deslers to recognize and
segregate wheats of a score or itore vorieties which nay be @elivered to thex by their
clients, The clients therselves oy not Ymow that they are offering for scole forbidden
verieties, with whose chnaracteristics they nay be quite unfoiliar. It seems not
inpossible that growers iiay find thenselves ilposed upcn in a new way in this metter,




i ’ =
TI2S CANADA (1BRARY
[ S8 s

-y 1 2Jt, -
b ll"l- :-—4 r"‘"np!-—- Ry - 47
- . . N——
o . -l o [

- Pl e e e, N i
W ey aef— -.J-.w_---l--:vl = . - ma
.I

SR AR kol R b Ao Z=THIS B T
= L S al B w2 & L Y alEcupt \:L":_?.:'ﬂ!; il Al
pt e 1 - N IW. L SE IS oAl SOOI Sy ATy
= o :
g .r.- +...|i= Eo e Al —— -_' " tra sern d"ri_;‘.: '.“ 'i"_"_‘_'l;-_' r '.‘:.'_ i
vt A ST St Ba ; w* 5 -i'.h'-uﬁhr or = e - v ot -*:.fl'tl_ $
Al U geerse ST ey oennas) algrelE :'.:;"El-ﬂﬂ =Ry, L O t,:;!'ﬁ.' il :’E'I,"I.' e

W7o vddl b i3 Bt e TSt~ {

PSS EI B ] Pl o= SR o e TR
- . I I 3 & 4 s, - “p— -
i ,._--I... o T s i [l - 1 t—;‘x--w}-- . --::1 KEn '}_[f :j-... o u‘Ll:
- 0 - 4, -
T AL Th oevpder T onPhs USRS Rl St fliv s gl -
; [

. : AN =3 s
_,.__,,- ¥ B -

Pl S - -2 0 TS S
Yelsytiernr it gt ' M

o s resdfes ads S peon T 3




