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THE GRAI1T SITJAT ION IN APGENTII\TA 

Ct.m, :rch 10, 1937.•-  The corresoondent of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics in Buenos Aires has forwarded the following report, under date of }'ra.rch 1, 
1q37, dealing with the grain situation in Argentina. 

Tiajzo CrolD Acreage 

The statistical department of the inistry of Agriculture has made 
public its first estimate of the acreage seeded for the new crop of maize, which is 
6,600,000 hectareas, or 16302,000 acret,, 	This is a drop of 13.5 from the area 
seeded for the last crop, and is almos; identical with the average of the last five 
seasons, as will be eeen from the following comoarative figures: 

aize area planted for 19 3 6-37 	 16,302,000 acres 
U 	U 	U 	U  1935-36 	1,6,ioo 

Average of last 5 seasons 	16,23, 1464 	U  
U 	I' 	U 	10 	i f 14,216,6I46 

There has been no groat criticism of the official figures, although they 
are rather lower than had been generally anticipated. 

?IQn.2J- t ions 

Precipitation during ThYbruary was not equal to the country's requirements. 
There were rainy days at intervals, with the moisture well distributed as to area, but 
insufficient in quantity. hilst this was very favourable for cleaning up the 
remainder of the threshing in the outlying districts, and for hauling grain down to the 
railways for shio'ient to the ports, it brought little benefit to the new maize crop, 
which has suffered rather serioisly in some districts. The greatest deterioration is 
to be noticed in those fields ure planting was hurried on land badly prenared and 
insufficiently cultivated. So:e of th3so will probably be a total loss. 

Conditions are best in the princia1 maize zones, but even here a good 
rain is needed to ensure a maxinram yield. In other districts where maize is only a 
secondary crop really generous rains are badly required, and they may even come too 
late, as the high tenperatures which have recently prevailed day after day without 
relief have been very hard nn those fields not in prime condition. 

Fortunately, right at the close of the month, rain has fallen over a 
great part of the cereal Zone, 7aryiflg greatly in intensity. Detailed inforu.tion is 
not yet available, 'out it would apear that most rain fell where it was least needed, 
and in the drier sections the precipitation was light. 

Preparation of the land for the new crops of wheat and linseed has 
been delayed by the growing dryness of the soil, but as good progress was made during 
January the loss of time since is probably no great matter, and yesterday's rain will 
enable "york to be resumed. 

Theat continues to move freely. The qualities are running high, quite 
apreciably above the average; but the heavy rains of December left their mark in the 
way of bleached wheat and discoloured linseed, as is now evident in the samples coming 
forward. 

The monthly c rop report of the Hinistry of Agriculture made its 
apoearance on the 17th ultimo. I'rom it, the following extracts are made: 

Buenos Aires: Since the last report the agricultural panorama of the 
province has changed appreciably, since the weather was unfavourable for the .rowing 
crops on account of relatively iig1 temperatures and lack of rain. Ploughing has been 
delayed by these climatic conditions. It is being carried on only with difficulty 
in the northern zone. Towards the south, and e special 1;  the south-we st, the work has 
been suspended for the moment, the farmers limiting themselves to burning off the 
stub'oles, and waiting for rain before prDceeding to plough. Although the weather has 
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been unfavourable for the maize, as indicated in the last re -oort, the cro is assured 
in the most important producing zones. In the northern zone, which normally produces 
half the crop of the province, the fe' fields of late planting and those which had to 
be replanted because of locust damage have suffered from the drought in these last few 
days; but the bulk of the area planted shows a very satisfactory condition, having duly 
headed out, without discarding the possibility that the rains recently fallen may 

, Dermlt the heading to terminate in still better condition. Towards the south and the 
west the effects of the drought become all the time more noticeable; there are per-
centages of the area planted which have had to be given up to pasture for live stock, 
and others where the prospects of production are slight. In the south-west this 
becomes aggravated, to the extent that 80 per cent of the fields may be considered 
definitely lost. In some places in the west the young flying locusts have damaged 
certain late fields. 

'lithout interruption, since the dryness of the weather permitted the 
normal realization of this work, the harvesting of wheat and linseed has bech terminated 
in thoBe parts of the south and west where some fields of linseed still remained to be 
cut, and threshing has been completed of cereals, whilst that of linseed will finish 
shortly. 

Santa Fe: Since the last report the weather conditions have been rather 
unfavourable, because the rains have been insufficient to keep the soil damp in this 
period of intense evaporation. For this reason work on the land has been generally 
suspended, particularly in the northern districts. The prospects of a good maize crop 
in the province are confirmed.; but from this general statement one might except the 
northern area, where the condition is bad, there bein 1c stretches of first sowings 
definitely lost through drought and others through locust damage; the remainder, mostly 
late plantings, growing under somewhat 'etter conditions, but nevertheless mediocre. 
In the central zone the condition is fair to good, and in the south, which is the 
really imoortant maize area, it is from good to excellent, there being districts where 
extraordinary yields are expected. 

Threshing of wheat and linseed was finished in some places in the south 
of the province, the work being done under excellent conditions. The yields latterly 
registered do not differ from the earlier ones. 

Cordoba: Lack of rain has made itself felt throughout the province, but 
especially in the north and west, making the turning of the soil difficult. Although 
deteriorated a little because of the drought, the condition of the maize crop continues 
to be satisfactory in the south-east zone, where the production normally is two-thirds 
of the whole crop of the province; but it is otherwise in the north, where more than 
60 per cent of the area planted is considered lost through the drought. 

Threshing of wheat and lirseed continues, and will finish shortly. The 
last stacks threshed have given good yields and quality. 

Entre Rios: The rains which fell in the last half of January and early 
February failed to benefit the crops, on account of the small volume. The dryness of 
the weather favoi'red the threshing of the last stacks of wheat and linseed.; but on the 
other hand it made difficult the preparation of the land intended for sowing oats. 

The condition of the maize has deteriorated since a month ago. The 
drought affected particularly the bitter corns and the Cuarenton, and on the coast of 
the Parana flying locusts caused damage in the sweet corn of late sowing. Cutting of 
some sweet corn has begun, with average results. The germination of the Cuarenton 
maize last planted is uneven, caused by the lack of rain. Planting of this type 
continues. The condition of the rice crop continues good. 

Threshing of wheat and linseed is going on, and some few stacks still 
remain. Recent resnJ.ts have not modifieft the general impression of the cro, viz. 
good 'ields and good quality in the wheat, and mediocre in the linseed. 

La Pampa: The lack of rain mentioned in the last reijort has been 
intensified., with consequent damage. 7ork on the stubble lands has become difficult. 
Planting of rye has not begun, on account of the lack of moisture. Early planted maize, 
the condition of which was good, has suffered from the hot north rinds, which 
preciitated ripening, for which reason the yield has been perceptibly reduced. As for 
the intermediate and late plantings which coriorise three quarters of the rthole area, 
they are considered lost and have for the most part already been given up to pasturage. 
Only a copious rain might partially restore some of the fields of last sowing in the 
northern area. 
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The dry weather has perm.tted active prosecution of threshing, which is 
now coming to an end,. The last threshngs have not varied the deficient results 
foreseen in the last repert. 

Sup].ies and iarket Conditions 

Theat. Exports during February totalled 31,420,000 bushels, of which 
31,092,000 bushels were wheat and 328,000 bushels wheat shipped as flour. The January 
combined, total was 26,335,000 bushels. 

The statistical position is now as fo1lort: 

First official estimate 1936-37 crop .................. 
Carry over from 1935-36 ............................... 

Totalsupplies .............................. 
Deduct for seed & domestic needs ...................... 

Balancefor export .......................... 
Shipped to ) wheat ...........57,127,000 bushels 
February 27 ) wheat as flour .. 	628,000 	11 

Still available for export .............  

249,857,000 bushels 
3146,000 

250,203 ,000 
.33,000 

154,670,000 	' 

51,799,000 
G915,000 

As 111 be seen from the above, the record shipments of wheat noted in 
January were surpassed by a large margin in February, and it is anticipated that exports 
will continue to be very heavy during the month now commencing. There is a heavy 
volume of tonnage under charter, and with the small residue of old maize still on hand 
it will be necessary to make use of the space for wheat and linseed, as there will 
certainly be no maize of the new crop available for loading before late March, and more 
probably it will be April before there is any, with the possibility that should the 
weather turn damp it will be even much later. 

Fortunately, there is no lack of demand for Plate wheat. Thaying during 
the month was rather sporadic in its nature, but all importing countries were 
participating from time to time, with Italy, Germany and the United Kingdom in the lead, 
and during the last week there was quite steady purchasing, which carried Drices to 
the high point for the month, Spot wheat closing at 11.39  pesos per quinta]. (equal to 
101 3/9c. Can. per bushel at the official exchange rate), and the May option at 11)41 
pesos per quintal (101c. per hu.), whilst in Ylinnlpeg May wheat closed at 125c. per 
bushel. 

Maize. Shipments continued on a high plane during February, 31,601,000 
bushels being cleared, although there was a substantial drop from the January figure of 
37,582 ,000 bushels, The balance on hand has now reached a low figure, as is apparent 
from the following statement: 

Third officiaJ, estimate 1935-36  crop .................. 
Carry over from 1931435  crop .......................... 

Totalsupplies .............................. 
Deduct for seed & domestic needs ...................... 

Exportable balance .......................... 
Shipments 1-4-36  to 27-2-37 ........................... 

Balance still availa1e ..................... 

392,1486,000 bushels 

	

43 .3 92.000 	U 

	

1435,838,000 	U 

	

101,176,OQO 	fi 

	

334,6b2,000 	II 

326,1 141,000 

	

8, 921,000 	" 

It is not unlikely that ra;her more maize could be scraped up in the 
country than the figure here shown; but as it is all of very low quality a few tons more 
or less is a small matter. 

The demand during the month was not very ective, and there was a tendency 
which was probably only prevented from developing into a weakness in prices by the 
somewhat lower estimate of the new crop acreage than had been anticipated, followed by 
reports of damage through drought in some of the less important producing areas. As 
both official and private reports indicate an assured good crop in the principal maize 
zones, an average or better volume is looked for, which may be all the market can 
readily absorb, unless the United States producers again have a bad year. 

Considerable business was done during the month in new crop maize for 
May delivery at around 10 per cent below old crop grain. 

Spot Yellow maize closed the month at 6.50 pesos per quintal, equal to 
53 7/8c. U.S. per bushel at official exchange rates; and the T&Ly option at 5.90 pesos 
per quintal (149 7/8c. per bushel). In Chicago May corn was selling at 1074c. 



Lipseed. February exports of linseed were 9367,000 bushes, a shade 
higher than those of Janupry (9,140,000 bushels). The supply position is now:- 

First official estimate 1936-37 crop ...... ......... 74,0l2,O00 bushels 
* 	Shi')ped. in December ......... ....................... 	 OS.000 	' 

	

Stock on let Janu.ry, 1937 ............... 69 ,923 ,000 	" 
Seed & domestic consumption ................ . ....... 	7,0g6,000 	" 

	

Exportable balance for 1937 ..............62,537,000 	" 
Shipped to February 27th ...... ..................... 	16,507,000 	" 

	

Balance stl1 avrii,b1e ..................I.6,3o,000 	U 

The industrial revival which is becoming more and more evident has 
greatly stimulated the demand for linseed, and purchasing was fairly steady throughout 
the month. Supplies are too plentiful for price levels to be greatly influenced, but 
an upward tendency was noticeable towards the close of the month, when Spot linseed 
was selling at 14.39 pesos per quntal, equal to 119 3/9c. U.S. per bushel"at official 
exchange rates, and the lilay oDtion at 14.43 pesos (119 5/8c. per bushel). In Duluth 
y seed c1oed at 212c. 

Oats. Shipments of oats in February were 3,102,000 bushels, as against 
2,375,000 bushels in January; 	ich leaves the sup-ely position as follows:- 

	

First official estimate 1936-37 crop ............ 	53,170,000 	bushels 
Less seed & domestic rcquirements ................ 	2927,000 	' I  

	

Exportable balance .......................23,3)43,000 	n 

	

Shipments to Febrwu-y 27th ...........................5,477,OOQ 	' I  

	

Balance still available ................. 17,566,000 	U 

Oats are not being -ffered very freely by the farm'.rs. The reason for 
this may be that as the crop in the souti of Buenos Aires, the principal producing 
district, has turned out very poorly in places, there is a tendency to hold back 
from selling for the present and see what the future holds. Superior oats for the 
local market are commanding 10 per cent more than the exporters are willing to pay. 
A slight advance was registered during the month, Thite export quality 49 kilos, 
closing at 6.30 pesos per quintal as compared with 6.20 at the end of January; and 
Yellow 47 kilos at 6.10 (6.00). 

Bar1ey: February e..00rts o barley were 3,696,000 bushels, ihich 
comares with 2,30,000 bushels in the previous month, and leaves the supply position 
as under: - 

First official estimate 1936-37 crop ...............31,232,000 bushels 

	

Less seed & dorrstic requiremento ..................6.6s,000 	" 

	

Exportable balance .......................24,66)4,000 	H 

	

Shipped up to February 27th ........................6,o)46,000 	" 

	

Balance still available ..................15,618,000 	" 

There is quite a good demar..d for barley, and it is coming forward fairly 
freely, so that there has been good activity in the market rocently, especially for 
malting barley. Germar. France and Belgium are all interested. Prices showed a 
slight improvement. Mn.lting barley 65 kilos closed the month at 5.35 pesos per quintal, 
as against 5.30 at the end of January; and Feed barley 62 kilos 5.15 (s.io). 

&: Shipments of Fye in February were 572,000 bushels, a substantial 
a.vance over the Janur.ry figures of 220,000 bushels, but still short of the volume 
the trade had been expecting. The advance in price last month to a higher level than 
wheat, which is still maintained, led to hopes of a greater activity than has so far 
been realized. The supply position is:- 

First official estimate 1936-37 crop ...............8,558,000 bushels 
Seed & domestic requirements ... .................... 	l,)4,000 	it 

	

Exportable balance .......................6,913,000 	U 

	

Shipped to end of Febrary .........................l.3.000 	" 

	

Still available ..........................5,520,000 	' 

Rye of ex- ort quality, 73  kilos per hect., closed at 11.50, as against 
nJ1.5 pesos per quintal. 
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National Grain and Elevator Board 

Announcement is made that this official board has made a contract for 
the inspection of cargoes of Argentine grain on arrival at foreign ports, with the 
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	societe Generale do Surveillanse, a world-wide organization with headquarters at 
vneva, known in the north as Stperintendence IncoriDorated, whose principal business 

I 	is superintending the discharging of cargoes and insuring the out-turn to the 
shippers. As their principal clients are obviously the exporters, and they are no 
to represent the Argentine government in chocking the operations of the exporters in 
all foreign ports, the arrangement has excited some comment for obvious reasons. 

Arontthe National Grain Elevators 

It is announced that the Director of Elevator Construction is asking 
authority from the 1.inister of Agriculture to invite tenders for the construction 
of the third group of three terminals required to cormjlete the official program, the 
tenders to be filed in four moiths. 

Tenders for the first group were filed in October last, but no contracts 
have yot been awarded. Yor th second group tenders are due on brch 18th. 
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