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15 GRAIN STTUATION IN ARGEITINA

|
Ottawa, August 15, 1941.- The correspondent of the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics in Buenos Aires has forwarded the following report, under date ?f Avgust 5,

1941, dealing with the grain situation in Argentina. i L
e —

Crop Conditions

Weather conditions during July were very variable; but on the whole were
very favourable for the field crops. In the northern districts the rains which fell were
very beneficial for the newly sown wheat fields; but in parts of Buenos Aires province
too abundant precipitation caused creeks to overflow and flood low-lying lands, holding
up the work of seeding. Occasional sharp frosts were welcomed as encouraging root
development of the wheat.

The official monthly crop report just published reads as follows:

Wheat: Planting of wheat having been finished in Santa Fe, Cordoba and a
great part of Entre Rios, the work is being pressed forward in Buenos Aires and La Feampa.
In the Pampa it has been necessary to resow various fields which were attacked by green
fly. Generally, sceding has becn accomplished under favourable conditions except in
aistricts which were most affected by excessive rains, ineluding parts of western Buenos
Aires. The condition of the sprouted wheat is generally good.

Linseed: Preparation of the land for linseed has been finished with soms
delay in Buenos Aires, as a conscgqucncc of the backwardness in the picking of maize.
Planting has been commenced in thc northern districts of that province. In 3anta Fe and
Cordoba planting is being finished, and in Entre Rios it is proceeding under good
conditions.

Maize: In northern Santa Fc picking of the second planting continues. In
the remsinder of the province it is about completed. Only the corn required for local
consumption is being shelled. In the north the early planted maize is giving yields of
from 27 bushels to 36 1/2 bushels per acre, end in the south thc yiclds arc from 31 3/4
to 47 3/4 bushels per acre. The cuality is good, in spite of the percentage of weevil
damage in some zones. In Cordoba variable yields are being obtained, running from 16
bushels upwards. The quality although inferior to that of the last crop is considered
good. In Buenos Lires the harvest has been terminated, after being delayed by rains
which also contributed to the deterioration of the grain. Shclling is only being donc
for local consumption. Yields are generally superior to normal for the zone. In Entre
Rios the yield of the little that hes bcen gathered is from feir to good.

Supplies and llarkcts

Wheat: Exvorts of wheat during July were 9,121,000 bushels. There were
no shipments of flour. The above figure compares with 8,051,000 bushels in the preceding

month.

There are still more than ample supplies left on hand, as will be seen
from the followig tabulation:

Third official estimste 1940-41 crop ...... o R e s (PR oo s 271, 171,000 SRS

Carry-over from 18950-4C CIrOD «aveeevens o oD B D o b 0. o £,7%9,060 Y
Total supplies seeecean. i B CE R ek eees 273,900,000 "

Deduet for seed and domestic ccnsu-ption eeseessesveessss 101,044,000 I
Surplus avsilable for expert ..... RS N cnisaies  1VE EOEEEES i

Shipments ) .fheat...... e v a-e it SEROG0 Q00 “BillShe s =

to July 31) Wheet as flour ...... ___ 410,000 - 55,450,900
Balance still availsble ..ccevaveernnensn por % 's o S 17/ -0 [ (0100 -

There was very little cctivity in the merket during July. Brczil and the
loesl millers were the principel buyers, most of their purchases consisting of the
stronger whezts, which are relatively scarce this seasonm. The neighbouring Republic of
Uruguay also made moderate purchases to grade up her home product.
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The Unitcd Lingdom bought no Argentinc wheat during the month; but shc has
zt111l to rececive elmost 100,000 tons (3,674,000 bushels) exchanged for maizc, barley and
bieproduets, Purechasecs by the officisl Grain Board to datc have amounted to 5,2v9,864 tons
{194,735.000 bushels). Thc quantity sold by thc Board has not been announced. The
Soard's selling price romains unchanged at 6.65 pesos per 100 kilos (say 54 cents U.S.
ver bushel), only a shade below the official minimum buying price of 6.75 (54 3/« cents
per bushcl)., Commercial quotations arc 6,65 for Spot; and 6.90 for llovember delivery
{53 7/8 conts per bushel),

Linsceds July exports were 2,339,000 bushels, as against 1,865,000 bushels
in the preceding month, leaving the supply position as showmn hercunder:

NEwd official estimete L4041 TEROD fs-atoigis o Fes bro orparsie s oo oiofere 57,462,000 bushecls
Carry-over from 1939-40 CYOPD csacossvsoeccccsssssessoscoovesse 2,282,000 s

Total supplies LR RS I LI N SR N B IR R N B B B N B I IO B ) 59,7"}4’000 iy
Yeduet for sted and [OMESHLC TECEE wrstares sians viohslaiswsic slase relsfe s o 0 7,874,000 A
s R AL

EEpor taDNEASEPINNS! 12 el Jfalelelokrtetolotolototoseielelaisls ols lsolaloha.sla. slislsls o 51,870,000 r
shipmnts to Julysl DRI SRS NN B BRI 2 SR B R A B IR R R B R B BB R 12.842,000 g

Balasich SEVLY SVBIIEREE g vois s dinvos s o Aol s mudhe s i s s Al t

July was a quiet month in the linseed market., A small reduction (& per
cent) was made in the Grain Board's selling price, which enabled moderate quantities to
be sold to the United States (our prineipal customer) and to Japan, which latter country
wg;ld orobably buy more but for the prescrnt doubt as to whether delivery could be
effected,

Grain Board purchzses zre officially stated to have been 45,039,000 bushels.
No selling pressure is in evidence. Lack of shipping is held to be the principal factor
rcatraining business. Sales by speculetors holding linseed bought in the hope of =2
reduction in the U, 3. import dutics, wio have tircd of waiting for the result of the
nrotracted regotiations for a trade agrzement, were a feature in the market. The Grain
Board's reduction of 4 per cent brought an equivalent loss to the speculators. At the
clos¢ of busipess, with the officiasl minimum buying price still 9.25 pesos per 100 kilos,
or say 70 cents U.S. per bushel, the quotation for Spot Seed was 9.50 per quintal, and
for November delivery 10.10, or say 75 cents U.S. pcr bushel.

liaizes ZIxports in July were 397,000 bushels, a relatively insignificant
figure, but st1ll more than three times those of the preasding month, which totalled only
120,000 bushels. During the current season 856,000 bushels have now been shinped out of
the exportable surplus of 332,661,000 bushels, leaving 331,806,000 bushels still availeble.
Not much of the new crop is really ready for shipment, little heving yet been shelled.
The weathcr has not been very fevourable, and the policy of thc Government is to discourage
shslling of maize not required locally, while facilitating bank loans on unshelled grain
stored in sultable crivs,

In tho early part of the month there was ao certain amount of interest
shown in eequiring maize of the old crop of supecrior quality, of which, however, the
quantity avallable is very limited. Later most of the business done was in spoiled
grain for fucl purposes, although some new crop corn also changed hands at prices close
to the offieial minimum., Speaking generally, the market is cextremely dull, with no
oxport demard and only modcrate locrl activity. Weevil demmgc in the new crop is very
heavy, and is likely to incrcese os the winter advances. Approximately one-cighth of the
erop is regarded as clready lost from this causec.

Onts: July exports wore 487,000 bushecls; those of June were 115,000
bushels. Shipments have now totalled 3,163,000 bushels, out of the exportable surplus
of 17,806,000 bushels, leaving still available 14,643,000 bushels. High freight rates
and lack of shipping have killecd the prespect of any export business. Loecally there is
sustzincd interest in Superior quality white oats of good weight, for which up to 5,40
posos per 100 kilos is obtainable, with the farmers not eeger to sell. For cxport grain
the nominal quotation is 4.50 pesos per quintal.

Barleys Shipments in July werc 290,000 bushels, &8 against 113,000 bushels
in June. This brings the totel shipments to date to 2,575,000 bushels, out of the
cxportable surplus of 21,186,000 bushels, leaving still availeble 18,611,000 bushels.

The great bulk of the crop ig in the hands of the officiel Board, which has rurchased
around helf = million tons (22,965,000 tushels) on the basis of 5. pesos peT 100 kiloes,
whereas nominal local quotations are in the neighbourhood of 3. The mrket is, therefore,

completely inactive.
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Ryve: No rye was eoxported in July, Shipments so far this season have
caanted to 1,280,000 bushels out of she surplus of 7,632,000 bushels, leaving still
~valleble 6,353,000 buskels. Ths purcly local demand is fei:zly steady. Nevertheless
the priee for Supcrior grain hes dropped a little furthcer, the —omiunsl quoxaiion,bainé

niow anly 2,70 pesos per quintal, as compared with 3. a month cgo.

Grain sxports during 1940

Details of the Argentine exports of wheat, wheat flour, linseed and maize,
with the final destinations so far as obtainable, during the year 1940, were as shown
hareundar, according to information kindly supplied by the Lirector General of Statistics
of the Republic,

Destinations Wheat ‘Theat Flour
( bushels )

United hingdom L N IR WA S AP P I Y 47,582,000 331,000
British Africa SesPe P te st snteanssnpue 22,000 -

B tER Cethra) DBEride +,¢ vt q005 Sorsad - 100
Belgi‘m LUK BB RN A B BB A R I B I B B SN P I S B RS 5’555'000 600
Bolivia L N N N N R N N N RN YN RN R 1,624,000 235,000
Bmzil LI I U R BN B B A A I B B RC I B BN B NN I R I R N N ) 31’707’000 286,000
Chile PP AP LB ONgeEN LN gIsPAas s atnsss s 700 136,000
Denmark R R R R N O S X 15,000 400
ECUador L N R R R I I I RN I NN S PO NS N S IpY - 2,000
Egypt I N I T T T S P . - 40
Tt o7 S e e T B O OO B K T . T - 40
ERNEN G 1 TACITTI oYy v » 5o Tla, 8 Ve i 5 oreieflalSie S 1,649,000 1,000
BB E - atsres SHates oo Ii ahoRoronesisiermis Ve o ro. o GiranoNaNs Yard s ots 497,000 58,000
L Uk T SRR SPIRR SpR § 92,000 -

Greece S 2P 0 S P B PO IP e PPNt - | 6‘000
BAREEY =5 oo g oXs e i ibis o Do o SR S BT - 70
I e raro T ook croToLerenana e tavars-s [ove “s¥e s o sie\ahomsoneror 3,918,000 63,000
Irish Free SLate - e seoive o aferafslome onctens Eaderahonn 3,023,000 -

HRBENE e ror e ReRe R sicross snoToNelesokss ehe. o (s 3 oNeisaeRNeTon o - 100
LﬂtVia L L B R B IR A I B A A I A B I RS A A A R I N Y - 70
ISIShan Jan RhEEER S R hels N a G » TR L - 40
REBHEBVARAS! roxsrdrelovarsfoys vers)ierpar ovorune sis Prolarorear o 2,672,000 153,000
Hebhorlafis FPRRAES ., .00 Secd e solsiflareaas 300 40
S VISR SIS A 985,000 1,000
JETGE R ) © CICRDI) O TR L S X R SR - 700
LT R S N S L T RSN S SRR 722,000 460,000
B e 7 s L At S s 4,480,000 .

PR IE S . rareke walite irs is-o o ehsns/olers rexeloWerorarone e - 100
Poland B9 ¢ Q00 o0V e P aBPLRRerEs g sN s G 40
Yoy TR SO § A e 0.0 6 0.0 0 DA RN I 8l 0 0 6 A o 2,420,000 4,000
Portuguese ALrica eseraescssrscsescsvsas 6,000 -

BOEHRREE woppom aps 0,06 o v iovs ss vo s ss A0 ) - 200
(70, 210150 L e B AR s T e P g o - 7l 18,411,000 5,000
Spanish AfricCa sevecesvssoncsocsnsssnce 599,000 158,000
SNEOIENt S el Rore sl eiksns Soalt ST i<l s e Bl 55,000 2,000
Dreltzorlond ot i imasass v 03 e eTaE 2,370,000 87,000
UgiEn OE~So0ER ATPlos e ivsecw. dugnaang 321,000 -

United States of America ceesseccececsns 142,000 584,000
RT3 0 o5 oo ote wunsd orarn snareisl aio. alosafolehaTelo.aze) ot 947,000 T 500
B oRIIAIL S SR s . e fe i s s niare e TR ate s o 12 - 200
Cargoes lost or destination unknown .... 3,793,000 26,000
For Orders et er e e enetantgrer aveBnees 142,000 -

R vs: oo e es idesader s s Eorss — i TG0 2,601,000

1939 total Shipments L B L BB N R R B B B RO B 174:,381,000 5,627,000
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P T TR Tt ] s R A PR e =R
BOINITVERIY Yor o, b ava 5o s oT8 (de/t Iy ot L PR v
BRI e ot irors 75 o0 v as SR tE o Toe s B S Bk
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Coglaica s = L. .. evgror ome h ol A o
R e RS T SRR e, T B .
Denmark seieesevecsscsteceivessncecnsvoe
TORRG. + s v sy s 5 TE@ oW's's 53 45 500 2.8 o
IAGe P e el SN s L i sy 2
NG9, D=y P G AT S T sl s g i e i
) N T T S IS St Y
P R T R 1o G S ke g v e, s
)T A A e I L S
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U,8,i. Posséssions in Central imerica ..
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Linseed

Maize

(bushels)

7,196,000
4,000
380,000
118,000
766,000
74,000
200

1,000

200
259,000
2,380,000
509,000
87,000
1,253,000
568,000
100

40
3,353,000
305,000
40

© 300
86,000
23,000
150,000
532,000
136,000

11,082,000
40

98,000
227,000

37,081,000
72,000
4,581,000
96,000
24,000
4,475,000
40,000
1,707,000
518,000
5,953,000
6,254,000
81,000
400
4,019,000
30,000
499,000
200
18,000

40
1,655,000
611,000
770,000
567,000
1,442,000
39,000
393,000
2,535,000
243,000

29,611,000

73,804,000

46,581,000

125,824,000
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