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Cttewe, spril 16, 1943.- The eorrasvonient of the Dominion Bureau cf

Statisties in Buenos iirss has forwarded the following report, under date of . |
aprdd 3, 1943,

Croy Cenditions

Witk the zenersl rains which fell durinz the month of Mareh, says the crep
renort wrieh has just bsen issued by the Jinistry of asgriculture, an snd has bsen put
te a prolonzed period ef drought whieh affeeted considerably the whole ecar:il producing
zona of thz country. The rasult of the recent rains hzs bsen frarkly benaficiel fer
the ratural grass psstures, end =zt the same time has facilitated the work of rprerzring
the land and rlanting the seed for winter ferage crops.

On the othaer hend, the b:nefit brought by the rains en the fields of meize
which are now finishing their period of grewth are insignifiecent. They have slightly
fevoured the lats nlantings, especielly in the proevince of RBuenos .ires, But in the
rest of the eountry they arrived too late, and conse: uently the lesses of 2rea =nd
the raduction in yislds of maize snticinated in previeus revcrts must be maintained.
This anrlies in the sreat maize zenes of Santa Fe end Cordobe end in Sntre Ries.

In thes2 provinees the ricking has alresdy commenesd, lew vields being obtained,
with aporeciable lessas of planted ercas, which ere new being used for pasturing
stock.

The reins had a very benaficizl sffect en the recently sown fields of eats,
barley end rye throuzhout the country, besides meking it zasier te plough the land
for further rlanting of course grains, esnecislly in the south-west of Cordebez and ef
Duenos Aires :nd in the Fampe, where the drought wes most intanse and prolonged.

Suprplies and liarkets

LEEEEE - Harch exports of whesat viere 3,546,000 bushels of the crain and
39-,00C bushels of flour in tsrms of grain, = combired tetzl of 4,345,0C0 buskels,
which compares with a combined total of 5,545,000 bushels in the precedinz month, =2nd
lezves the statistical position as shown below:

Jecond offieial cstimate 1942443 Y0P coesceacaccses 255,156,0CC bushsls
CB.I‘I‘Y-OVGI' from 1941‘42 crop R N N EEE T NN 159,875,000 ;

RobEl "SUDDLIE S ke mosine sxoué o 8015 sialafonskors sl st Rimtite o) 395,031,000
Deduct for sced and domestie eonsumption ....eveeecss 1C€1,0C44,0C0 #

Surrlus available £or eXport ...eeceeveseecvecass 293,987,000

Shipmente 1} .. Wheat .....eve0ee 13,754,000 bushels
to March 31) .. Wheat as Fleur .. 546,000 i 14,303,000

Bzlenes still available e deess dems sabenersols o oo snerone 27¢,6F84,0C0

The market remains cuiet, only Rrazil showing any zctive interest, and
2,462,000 bushels of the shipments during March wers for Brezil. The United
{ingdom is displaving no interest in Arrzentine wheat at present. Som2 of the
exportars h.ve boen makine encuiries for Candeal wheat reeently, but have found
business difficult for lsck of suprlies.

During March some inferior wheet was dispossd of for animal feeding, but
following the gencral rains and the rosultant improvement in pssturege this demsnd
has Tallen off.
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Tk=2 selline rriczs of the Orein Board continus unchanged, with 2 basis
of 7.60 p:sos per 1C0 kilos, in bullk, in Bu«nos ..ires, znd of the overssecs movement,
about 6C per cant is going to Brzzil snd 30 per cent to Spein.

Linse2d - girments durire Msrch were 1,086,000 bushels, #s agzinst

1,996,000 bushels in Februsry. The statisticzl vosition is now zs follows:

Second official estimetse 1942-43 Crop sevoeieovesessss 61,414,000 bushels
ORBTPSETar PO 1941242 CroP csecoersas st brinaie. . »0045778 000 '

MOGER JEEHOGEESH  Cigere, s hie cpone s e < o & snsgs SEELohe " tolsehensRilsane o Mt o ISP OB NG
Seed and domsstic re uviremsnts to d=duct .......00... 8,464,000 &

SIS eyt Leble Of or) SRRl e S i ik oo 86l 11357208 Q00
Shipneats) 50" SHd '6f MELON ks, b Soa e « Frvolsis ooidsle v oios 3,624 ,C00

Relamemasiti ]l = vad ] mhilg 4. . Jlelgdes U 5 000 b Gl ot M LC B O (610 0 b

The zbove figure of the balanca still on hand is =zt variercs with the
official estimate of nesrly 118,105,000 bushels, and is & uelly out of line with a
grain trade estimate of 53,226,000 bushels. Two of tha fectors from which doubts
arisc are the juantity which has been sold for use &8 fuel and the amount which has
been delivered to the oil crushers by the Grain Board.

There was more activity in the seed msrket during March, and it 1s reported
that the Grain Board scld as much =s 5,118,000 bushels, with the United Xinzdom =s
the principsl destination. The rrice is understood to have beer in the neishbourhood
of 20. pesos per cuintel in bulk.

Somz sales to the United States zars rether looked fer by the trade in the
near future.

Cutside the Board the markst is rather weak. Ten resos is zsksd, delivery
st the local railway stations. Farmers sre reluctznt to sell to the Bozrd at the
offiecial buying »rice of .9.25, delivered in Ruenos sAirss, 2nd the Board is not
thought to have purchased more than 23,621,C00 bushels of the new crop ssed,

The ¥inistry of fLariculture racantly announced thz2t in the purchese of the
last three linseed crops 3C€,000,C00 pesos hed bezn investad in the 124,404,000
bushels ac.iuired; and 75,863,0C0 bushels had been resold for either export, local
consumrtion or for fuel, rsalizing 17C,900,C00 pesos. There 1s still in the
possession of the Governmznt =n unsold balance of 4£,541,000 bushels reprssanting
an unrecovered investment of 139,000,000 pesos.

Meize - i - ]
Ixports of muaize during March were £845,C0C bushels, which

brings the total for the season to 7,94%2,00C bushsls. The supply situstion is

8till obscure. &n officizl statemsnt on the 2lst of March vlaced the disnosable
stocks of the grain in good condition for consumption or fuzl, &t 64,032,000 bushels.
This is, generally, believaed to be fer too small.

The first official estimste of the production of the new crop is looked
for in a few davs, and verhaps something dafinite 2nd reliable as to stocks of old
grain may then emerge. In any cese, it is not anticipsted thet any exportable
surplus will be availeble Trom the small crop which this year's rsduced acreaze will
produca. Fuel and enimal feed will presumzbly zbsorb all the maizeé evsilable.

The market zencrally is wesk, verr few buyers being on hand, The new
crop of Cuarentin mests with ¢ moderate demand at from €. to !'8.40 psr .uintal,
with .6.3C to .7.30 for ths o0ld crop, in bazs =t the local rsilway stetions. For
Common maize in bulk 4.50 is ssked,

The export demand is nzgligible, being confined to Uruguay end other
nearby countriss which are short of feed or fuel.




g _

0a¥s -  wmarch shipments of ocets totalled only 276,000 bushels., Febiusry
gxoorts were 175,000 bushzls.

Shipments have ncow amountad to 758,000 bushels out of the orizinal
exportable surplus of 22,046,000 bushels, leaving still evailables 21,268,000 bushels.

There is a firm markast, with only smell offarings. Buvers for exmort to
Urugusy have besen noticed.

Thers is a good demanid for Good and Superior -uelitiss on the vart of
local manufzcturars of food products, and the best semnles are cuoted £s high as
10.40 pesos per cuintal, with ¢.6 the current pries for hezvy "hite osts, and 9,10
for Yellow.,

EEEEEZ i Bafley shipments durinz the month were 459,0001bushels,
brinzing the totsl sincs January 1 to 482,00C bushels. This lezves 3,186,000 bushels
5t11l1 available out of the original surplus of 3,674,000 bushels,

There is & firm markat, but very smell offerings are being mede and these
arz mostly picked up by local buyers, the prevailing prices being $10.35 for Good
feeding srein and $9.80 for Mzlting, revcrsing the usual relztionship of the two
varieties.,

Chile is reported to be interessted in buying an important -suentity of
Argentine Malting Rarley.

EZE 2 Only 39 bushels were reported to have been exported during
March, this besing the only percel shirped out so far this sceson. 3Some 2,283,000
bushels still remsin on hand, out of the survlus of 2,283,039 bushzls. Eleven .pessocs
per 100 kilos is the current juotation for new crop rye, with only insignificent
offerings.
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