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1. CREAMERY BUTTER, CHEDDAR CHEESE AND ICE CREAM PRODUCTION 1IN CANADA BY PROVINCES

December und Janucry-December, 1945 und 1946
N.B. Revised deta by months will be published in supplementary statement.

CREAMERY BUTTER

- ——

December January to December
Province T i Sl a "L T e e
1945 19486 % Change 1945 1946 % Change
1b. 1b. % 1b. dbv %
CANADA 10,504,548|10,292,226| (-) 2.0 | 293,541,341{270,149,674 (-) 8.0
Prince Edward Is. 175,119 167,635((-) 4.3 4,25%,386 3,919,180} (-) 7.4
Nova Scotia 294,221 375,367 (-) 4.8 7,587,363 ©,800,%85|%(~-) 7.1
New Brunswick 250,011 245,530 (—g 2t 7,422,269 6,989,007 (-) 5.8
Quebeac 2,207,495| 2,421,814 (+) 9.7 88,110,958| 84,787,899 (-) 3.8
Ontario 3,147,362 3,414,899 (+ 8.5|777,496,537| 68,806,715 =) 1R
Manitoba 962,262 800,539 (-) 8.5 26,995,279| 25,760,692 (-) 4.6
Saskatchewan 1,6902088) 1,519,782 (-) 17.1| 41,039,582 36,999,404 (-) 9.8
Alberta 1,508,610( 1,234,228| (~) 18.2 24,652,588 30,797,438 (-) 11.5
British Columbia 267,613 234,462! (-) 1z.0 65205, 340} -''5,266;907. (-) 16.1
CHEDDAR CHEESE
Balentibane December ] Jaﬁabry to December
1945 1246 % Chunge » 1945 1946 % Change
8t 1b. 1b. q 1b. 1b. RS
CANADA 2{2591964 2,500,782| (-) 14.6 | 184,451,8291141,283,159] (-) 25.4
Prince Fgward Is. 9% 1YEE 10,904| (+) 18.8 1,057,959 75%,089( (-) 28.8
New Brunswick 14,656 44,474 (+)203.5 1,201,041 791 ,'d61 (-)%an
Quebec 1,174,455 694,751| (-) 40.8 | 59,845,950| 40,315,471| (-) 32.6
Ontario 1,449,566| 1,465,455|(+) 1.1(113,396,398| 91,977,9%5 (-) 18.9
Manitoba 64,739 94,191 (+) 45.5 3,842,215 S dl RS L) 1T.2
Saskatchewan - - - 366,243 350,611] (-) 4.3
Alberta 165,220 147,677 (~) 10.6 5,985,951 3,229,491 (~) 19.0
British Columbisa 49,176 45,320) (-) 11. 756,072 684,896 (-) 9.4
ICE CREAM
b Ly r
Provinbe December Junuary to Decemb%__
1945 1946 % Change 1945 1946 % Change
gal. gal. % gal. gal. %
CANADA 564,098 527,576|(-) 6.5 16,431,448| 15,825,668| (-) 3.6
Prince Fdward Is. 2,010 1,798| (-) 10.5 83,408 62,156] (~) 25.5
Nova Scotia 46,472 35,804} (-) 2%.0 1,056,762 85%,784) (-) 19.2
New Brunswick 22,558 18,686 (-) 17.2 562,770 519,084{ (-) 7.8
Quebec 20672 108,600{ (-) 10.0 3,252,700 3,129,256|(-) 3.8
Ont&rio 214’054 203’714 (_) 408 6,936’124 7’010’100 (+) 1.1
Mani toba 36,748 %6,086| (-) 1.8 1,058,022 956,900| (-~) 9.6
Saskatchewan 27,888 25,548 (-) 15.6 800,458 758,442| (-) 5.1
Alberta 41,890 46,750| (+) 11.6 1,042,204 1,015,096 (-) 2.6
British Columbia 51,806 52,590 (+) 1.5 1,655,000 1,550,850 (= B8
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SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DAIRY PRODUCTION IN CANADA
(December 1946)

CREAMERY BUTTER PRODUCTION in December decreased approximately .0 per
cent as compared with the output for the preceding yeusr. The monthly meke was
approximately 10.3 million pounds and the totel for the twelve months, January to
December, asmounted to £70.1 million pounds. Decreases were recorded in all provinces

except Quebec and Onterio.

DAIRY BUTTER PRODUCTION in November based on returns from representative
groups of Dairy Correspondents, was 86 thousand pounds more than that produced in
the same month of the preceding year and decreased approximately 1¢ per cent in
comparison with the October output. The totel meke in the month of November amounted
to 3,612,000 pounds.

WHEY RUTTER PRODUCTION in December amounted to 51,856 pounds, an increase
of 20.5 per cent as compared with December, 1945. 0Of this smount 43 thousand pounds
were produced in Onterio, the remainder in Quebec, Menitobe, Alberta and British
Columbie.

CHEDDAR CHEESE PRODUCTION decreesed approximately 14.6 per cent in December
as compared with December, 1945. The monthly make was 2.5 million pounds and the
totel for the twelve months, January to December, samounted to 141.3 million pounds.
Decreases occurred in £2l1l provinces except Prince Edward Islend, New Brunswick, Ontario,
end Manitoba.

ICE CREAM PRODUCTION in December amounted to epproximstely S28 thousand
gallons, a decrease of approximetely 6.5 per cent as compared with the December output
of 1945. For the twelve months, January to December, 1£.8 million gallons were
produced.

CONCENTRATED MILK PRODUCTION menufsctured during December registered a
decrease of approximately 1.9 per cent as compared with the same month last year.
The totel production of 14.2 million pounds included 10.7 million pounds of Concen-
trated Whole Milk Products and %.4 million pounds of Concentrated Milk By-Products.
EVAPORATED MILK, included in the former group, decreassed approximately 19 per cent
25 compared with the same month lest year. SKIM MILK POWDER, the most importent
milk by product increased 46 per cent.

CREAMERY BUTTER PRICES at Montreal, based on daily guotations of the Can-
asdian Commodity Exchange for the first grede products, aversged 40 cents & pound in
December, 1946, as compesred with 26 cents & year ago. Cheese was uoied at 28 cents
2 pound as compered with 22 cents last year. Export cheese prices set by the
governnent as from May 1, 1942 &t 20 cents a pound for the first grade product, f.o.b.
factory or grading stetion shipping point are still in effect.

The combined output of factory products in terms of milk amounted to
epproximetely Z07 million pounds, & decrease of 11 million pounds &s compared with the
milk used in factory products in December, 1945. Of the totazl used, creamery butter
represented 78.4 per cent, cheddar cheese 9.1 per cent, concentrated whole milk
products 9.8 per cent and ice cream 2.7 per cent.

The domestic_disappearsnce of creasmery butter amounted to about 22.8 million
pounds in November representing a decrease of approximately 10.7 per cent from October
end a decrease of 17.5 per cent in comperison with November, 1945. <The domestic dis-
appesrence of totel butter (creamery, deiry and whey) was approximately 26.6 million

pounds representing on & per capite bssis 2.19 pounds ss compared wi
= el g p pared with 2.62 pounds in
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Table 11 - PRODUCTION OF CONCENTRATED MILK PRODUCTS IN CANADA

December, and January-December 1945 and 1946

December January - December

Product

1945 1946 % Change 1945 1946 ¢ Change
1b. 10, % 1b. 1b. %

TOTAL ALL PRODUCTS | 14,452,239 |14,178,950|(-) 1.9]300,563,49%5|298,552,648|(-) 0.7

WHOLF MILK PRODUCTS 11,827,227 |10,741,539|(-) 9.2]{245,355,624(238,222,681|(-) 2.9

Condensed Milk ¥,472,245 | 1,888,935 (+) 28.8| 29,0005287( 31,185,47%|(+) 7.0
Case 840,576 | 1,316,069](+) 56.6| 21,246,399| 23,995,452 (+) 12.9
Bulk 631,669 572,864(-) 9.3| 7,845,868{ 7,140,021|(-) 9.0

Evaporated Milk 9,628,581 | 7,766,434 (-) 19.3}201,600,906|191,431,274 k-) S50
Case 9,367,569 | 7,482,091|(-) 20.1|197,838,414|185,882,255| (-) 6.0
Bulk (see footnote below) ()

Whole Milk Powder(l) 726,401 | 1,086,172|(+) 49.5| 14,664,451| 15,655,934] (+) 6.8
Spray 385,282 685,033|(+) 77.8| 11,657,159 11,894,657| () 2.0
Roller ' 341,119 401,159|(+, 17.6] 3,007,292 3,761,277 (+) 25.1

MILK BY-PRODUCTS I 2,594,758 | 5,407,618|(+) 31.3| 54,591,239 59,552;405 () 958

Condensed Skim Milk  313,435| 387,216|(+) 25.5| 4,495,556 3,520,513 (-) 21.7

Evaporated Skim Milk 176,295 212,454%%4 ) ‘20.9] 25458,008| <3%197,567)(+) S0.N

Skim Milk Pewder 1,414,942 2,064,985 (+) 45.9| 35,735,697 40,899,962| (4) 14.5
Spray 575,570| 755,142|(+) 31.2| 13,148,813 14,980,853 (+) 1%.9
Roller 816,260 | 1,211,415 (+) 48.4| 20,324,420 24,618,584/ (3) 21.1
Feed 25,312 98,428| (+)322.2] 2,262,454 1,300,525/ (~) 42.5

Condensed ”

Buttermilk 278,043 118,587|(-) 57.4| 2,571,033| 2,448,026](-) 4.8

Powdered '

Buttermilk 182,281 205,565|(+) 12.8| 4,398,575| 5,495,452|(~) 20.5

Mjlk Preparations

(Baby Foods, etc.) 121,492 213,684|(+) 75.9{ 1,138,703 1,864,638/ (3+) 635.8
Caselin 108,269 . 205,177|(+) 89.5| 3,79%,622| 4,168,247|(s+) 9.9
NOTE: Since less than three firms report malted milk, cream powder and sugar of milk,

these products are not listed separately on this statement.

(1)

(2) Bulk

261,012

284,343

(+) 8.9

3,762,492

1945 figures for whole milk powder have been revised since the report of
December, 1945 was issued to give effect to corrections made by manufacturers

5,549,019 (+) 47.5

Nt
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Table III1 -~ BUTTER-FAT AND MILK EQUIVALENT OF KFACTORY DAIRY PRODUCTION

December and January-December, 1946

December, 1346

January-December, 1346

—

Product Butter . Per Cent Butter " ‘er cent
Fat Bk 2 totet’| SEet MRkl RN e
1000 1b. J'000 1b. %  |'000 1b. [* 000 Ib. g
Creamery Butter '8,43% 1 240,941 78.4 |221,347 | 6,224,204 72.1
Cheddar Cheese 980 | 28,009 9.1 55,483 | 1,582,372 18.1
Concentrated Milk Products | 1,053 | 30,08 9.8 21,609 617,385 7.0
Condensed Whole Milk 115, 4,207 il 4 2,485 70,989 0.8
Eveporated Whole Milk 598 17,086 5.6 14,740 421,149 4.8
Whole Milk Powder 304 8,683 288 14,3284 125,247 1.4
Ice Cream 290 8,88 287 8,707 248,778 2.8
TOTAL 1946 10,756 | 307,220 100.0 | 307,046 | 8,772,749 100.0
1945 1l 29 19817 .904 345,804 9,822,960

Table IV - QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF MILK POWDERS SOLD IN

AND JANUARY TO NOVEMiLTR, 1940 AND 1946

CANADA NOVIMBER,

Quanti ty Value Avernge Price(l)
1945 { 1846 1945 | 1946 1945 | 1946
Novenmber
Jeor 118 2 & ¢ ¢

TOTAL POWDER
(All Classes) 5,620,612 2064762 | 15220, d82 BE5,0aL L. 7L | [HE05ES
Wanle Milk Powder 2,204,374 1,010,146 820,355 288,800 37.21 |:38.49
Spray 1,920566:1 794,132 766,150 329,045 38.49 | 41.50
Roller 213,/'s 216,014 54,205 59v2581 § "4k 36 27.43
Buttermilk Powder 348,667 255,810 20,978 BN 8.88 | 10.31
Skimmilk Powder 2,851,668 2,570,150 3.3 ,@69 546,805 11.06 | 13.49
Spray 899,628 1,058,96% 109,240 p U5y oo e | I tzlima Ll [/ 18e 7
Roller 1,866,385 1,414,359 1T Ul 185,547 1L 67 A laSeslie
Feed 65,0565 B, B8O 4,818 10,185 7340 | 1oL.EE
Casein (x) 255,903 220,656 55,680 o el 25.60 | 28.65

January-November

TOTAL POWDER
(A1l Clesses) 512,209 885" NSELB8E, 946 [ 8\858,475" 19527553458 SGor! s all
Whole Milk Powder |11,294,233 | 10,494,362 [ 4,046,999 S, 391 BASIE 251, 83 NS08
Spray 9,590,488 B9 5 757 By O TG ZEAMSOH YL S ST SIS
Roller 1,708,746 1,814,605 443,223 470,810 26.01 | 25.95
Buttermilk Powder 3,851,528 4,055,558 22, isB 245,720 8.38 802
Skimmilk Powder 24,255,940 | 5,489,76% | 3,885,345 |4,094,R822 115 20" [Wiass
Spray 13,823,403 | 14,246,065 | 1,694,644 |1,759,<16 LSRR (RESNES
Roller 18,687,246 | ‘13,368,571 | 3,006,531  [R222,6771 10,78 /| Bl 24
Feed 1,745,291 L4l 127 35,380 112,530 Lokl s, 9.09
Ccasein (x) 2,807,604 5,894,262 655,573 42, 0770 _ RV 4o

(x) Not sufficient reports to publish Rennet :nd Acid Casein separately.

(1) Prices on a delivered basis.
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Table V - Total ¥ilk Production in Canada, By Provinces

e e e R R T

Jenuery to November, 1944,

-_—

Province and Year

——— e - ——— o e B e e b e

CANADA

Prince Edward Island

Nova Scotia

New Brunswick

Quebec

Ontario

Manitobsa

Saskatchewan

Alberta

British Coiumbis

———— T ——————— -~ —

(1)
(2)

1944
1945
1946

1944
1945
1946

1944
1945
1946

1944
1945
1946

1944
1945
1646

1944
1945
1946

1944
1945
1946

1944
1945
1946

1944
104¢
194€

1944
194¢
194€

TOTAL
MILK
Productlon

rr —— e 4

16,631,537
16,667,888
15,933,968

164,471
169,146
160,467

413,114
425,556
413,846

431,488
436,416
423,977

4,545,041
4,707,186

5,495,949
5,700,228
,556,224

[$)]

1,565,065

578,553
593,954
591,720

4,488,113) 2

Sl ) (o S ]
Represents Cresmery Butter (Table 1) and Dairy Butter (Teble V11) on a milk basis.

Butter(l)

000 1b. |

7,202,022
7,795,371
7,272,618

100, 406
105,775
98,997

215,556
219,151
207,755

264,579
267,115
259,815

2,055,559
2,182,017
,008,052

1,840,725
1,911,033
1,708,141

835,017
730,605
709,744

1,398,484
1,230,464
1,148,544

1,049,524
973,596
89%,427

161,252
174,797
153,638

— ————— -

Di»txlbutlon of Nllk Production Accor:
Concen-

truted Ice

Cheese(2)| Products| Creem
7000 1 | 000 1b. [ 000 1b.| C
1,994,080 573,966 | 267,631
£,059,270| 596,907 | 249,275
1,587,%56)| 588,824 | 240,488
12,290 - 1,514
11,759 - Lye78
8,424 - 949

308| 6,766 | 16,985

297| 8,836 ] 15,871

501 11,891 | 12,850
12,667 - 7,466
13,321 ~ 8,486
8,415 - 7,861
689,819] 139,236 | 50,080
668,€92| 141,591 | 49,220
456,464| 152,239 | 47,456
1,176,578 345,767 | 116,728
1,262,007 £62,105 | 105,603
1,027,805| 347,176 | 106,928
43,210 - 1520
43,785 - 1¢,045
35,840 - 14,467
8,143 - LE 0T
5,890 - 12,187
5,451 - 11,5456
41,8481 27,417 | 17,525
49, JORL S lE Sy 15,715
47,074 26,927 | 18,212
9,117 55,760 | 26,836
8,319 56,400 e4,.50
7,584| 50,601 | 2%,220

1945 and 18946

b . e

ing to Use
Otherwise
Used (S)

000 1b.

5,893,678
5,967,065
6,244,672

50,261
50,%%8
52,197

174,479
179,401
181,049

146,774
147,484
147,886

571,705
571,562
83,871

610,499
602,455
615,489

568,244
566,961
592,425

525,508
09,518
356,677

T e

Represents Cheddar Cheece (Table 1) together with Farm-mede Chcese and Factory

produced Whole Milk Cheese, other than Cheddar, neither of which are shown in

this report.

(5)

Includes Fluid Sales, Furm-home Consumed and Milk fed to livestock, the pro-

duction of which asmounted to 2,889 million pounds , 1,591 million pounds and
754 million pounds respectively, for the whole of Canasda, in the period,
Junuary-November, 1946.

.
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THE DAIRY SITUATION IN CANADA

Butter Supplies: The production of creamery tutter in the month of December
was only 2 per cent below that of the same month last year; and based on datu published
currently during 1946, the production for the year was approximately 270,150,000 pounds,
a decline of 8 per cent as compared with 1945. The December production was in closer
conformity with the same month of 1394, and the creamery butter holdings of January 1,
1947 revealed a more favourable position relutive to the previous year. Approximately
44 million pounds in store and transit represented a decrease of 13 million pounds from
December 1, but an increase of almost 7§ million pounds from the sume date of 1946.
Dealers being supplied to a greater extent from current make, withdrawals from storage
were approximately 2 million pounds less thin those of a year ago. Since cheese fac-
tories remained in production for a longer period ithan last year the diversion of milk
to «creameries did not enter into the situation. Therefore, the inmprovenent in the
creamery butier output must be credited largely to conaitions which made it possible
for more milk to be produced on farms.

The supply position as at Januury 1 shows the effects of reduced consumption
during the month of November, when the disappearznce fell to slightly more than 263
million as compared with over 81 miliion pounds in the sume wonth ol the previous year.
The estimated domestic disappearance for Decewmber was approximately the sume as that
of Noveabar, whereas nearly 28 million pounds were entered into consumptlive channels
in Deceumber 1945. On the basis of preliminary figures for December, the domestic dis-
appearance of creamery butler for the last quarter of the year wus approxiwately 713
miliion pounds in couwparison with 82 miilion pounds in the same period of 1945, and
a {ive-year aversge of 82 million pounds.

Estimating the productisn of creamery butter during the next four months on
the basis of a 2 pér cent deciine from that of January to April, 1946, (the same de-
Srease us that shown in December) the total output for the period January to April,
1947 would approximate 4Y million pounds. Wien this amount is added to the stock in
store and transit at January 1, (45,919,307 pounds), the appareant supply would be about
93 miliion poundss Calculating exports and imports the same as those ol the January
to April period of 1946, namely, 1,111,000 pounds and 85,575 pounds, respectively, and
allowing for a storage carry-over of 9 willion pounds (the minimum quantity required
to permit an equitable distribution during the winter months) the remainder left for
consumption would be in the neighbourhood of 82.5 million pounds, or 6.72 pounds per
capita. On tie busis of the existing rutions and allocations, the quantity of butter
needed for domestic distribution during the January to April period would be approxi--
mately 95,600,000 pounds, or 7,82 pounds per capita. Conseguently, there would be a
shortage of upproximately 11 million pounds, even under the most favourazble production
onditions that cun be foreseen a3t the preseat time., The Minister of Agricalteve for
Canada has announced that if more butter is required the government is prepared to
consider the importation of sume.

Fluid Milk Supplies: Tie sudles of rluid wilk in Canada in the month of
November revealed an astonishing reverse. Novewber sales (milk and cream combined)
amounted to approximately $37 million pounds uas compared with 356 million pounds a
year ago. It is of interest to compare this one million pound increase over the same
mouth of the previous year with the October reduction of nearly 10 million pounds.
This return to normal consumption muay be attributed to tne high purchnasing power and
the fact that nilk is bLecoming more und more recognized uas an economical beverage and
food product, regardless of price increases which advanced the cost of milk to con-
suniers from 13 to 3 cents per quart as from October 1, 1946.

Milk Production and Utilization: The total milk production in Canada for the
month of NOVenber lius been estinated at approximately one billion pounds,(1,061,531,000)
a decline of slightly less thun 2 per cent as, compured with Novenber, 1945.7In dcto er,
it will be reculled, therec was a decline of 63 per cent from the previous year. A de-~
tailed analysis of the figures for the month of November reveal a 53 per cent reduction
in the amount delivered for manufuacture but an increase’ of over 23 per cent in the
guantity used in tarm-made butter and cheese. The latter wus due entirely to an advance
in the duiry butter umake. In relation to itotal milk production, approximately

X
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Table V1 - PRODUCTION OF MILK PER CONW AND PERCENTAGES OF COWS MILKING

Based on Reports of Deiry Correspondents, for November, 1942 to 1946

Milk Production per cow
Province _in pounds per day | Percentages of cows milking
i o s 1942 119451944/ 194011946/ &v. | 1942 1945 1944) 1945[1946] Av.
CANADA ......... 15.4(12.1|14.8(14.7(15.8[14.2|76.4[75.2|75.9(74.8]{77.5|75.9
Prince Edward Island . 14.35110.7|17.0[17.0(17.2/15.2|89.7{ 81.4|83.4| 82.5|8%.2| 84.2
Nova iScotlep: s o oo s 14.6{12.7|15.9{15.2117.9]15.8| 80.45( 81.6|82.7| 79.9{85.7| 82.1
e "Brussdck .. .. v 16.0|11.7|16.1|{16.6(16.9] 15.5|92.6] 78.4]78.9183.2|83.5| 83.3
CUElBR. s T * 14.612.0116.5|15.6115.1|114.7|86.5/84.4|82.8| 80.3|80.3|82.9
OREATIO veeeuosnnnawin | A0 |32 15.4] 160165 BLIM'TELG| 70 .70 79.2] 79.5| 79. 7] 7854
METS HORE, vos + o ot 1NE 11.6(11.4[11.6{11.9|15.4|12.0/66.9]66.0}61.0}63.0|70.2| 65.4
Saskatchewan ......... 12.0]10.0]13.2[11.5]11.3]| 11.6|67.9|6%.2|69.5|63.7|63.0| 65.5
PANSERTEE) « 5 5t o oo rs P Aoy 10.61%3.1]15.1|15.8|14.8]1%.1|60.4|66.3|65.9| 67.7|68.4| 65.7
British Columbia ..... 12.314.8{15.4|16.9(18.1 15;5 74.9| 718.8{ 78.3| 74.7{76.5| 76.2
...... S U ) DR | S SR W (S e~ el RO (P (S|
Table V11l - PRODUCTION OF DAIRY BUTTER AND WHEY BUTTER IN CANZDA
R By Prov1nces, November, L944 1945 und 1946
pradine. o e gt TR T ) Dl o (- 2
PRSI e 10 AW LS SINIRE D DR ST
000 1b. 000 1b. OOO i 1b. 1b. i
QANLDA- & felivy: Hurt 3,658 5,517 3,613 125,49C | 103,089 | 111,416
Prince Edward Island .. 37 48 39 - - -
Nova Scotia ...wd.ilae. 196 190 Lte)7 - - -
New Brunswdck .. ... - 367 360 78 - - -
QUEDEE) [ i Sy o 650 817 608 17,643 19,829 8,587
ORtARE) i W i 50 - 4326 418 429 115,260 80,605 98,665
Menitoba ..... 06t ok o a 413 401 429 X,2%06 1,342 2,083
Saskatchewan ....... or 881 846 888 - - -
Albentay &l a tiackorkalnee : 561 S5R7 532 - 539 1,064
British Columbia ..... 117 120 116 1,30 774 1,047
LRR ATt SR SSSSTIIN 1| SN Y i

— e e i ———
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32 per cent of the supply was used for fluid sales, while 41 per cent was used in
factory products. In the same month & year ago the former took 31 per cent and the
latter 42.4 per cent of the farm milk output. It will be seen from the milk prod-
uction and utilization figures shown in Tuble V that 15,934,000,000 pounds of milk
were produced in the eleven-month period of 1946, approxzimutely 4 per cent less than
that shown in the same period of the previous year. Fluid sales showed an increase
of 63 per cent, while the quentities used in dairy factories fell 11 per cent below
those of the same period a year ago.

Review of Dairy Production Conditions: Weather conditions during December
were relatively favourable for dairy production, particularly during the early pert of
the month. In the Eastern Provinces the snowfall was light and there was an absence
of hesvy storms, making it possible for farmers to haul in feed for winter use. Temp-
eratures were quite variable however, and during the last week or ten days of tne month
temperatures dropped very suddenly and heavy falls of snow were reported in many sections
of the country. 2ero weatner prevailed during the Christmas season, ranging from 10
below to a minimum of Z0 degrees in parts of New Brunswick. In Western Canada zbout the
szme conditions existed, but the snowfsll was considerably heavier and temperature
variations were more pronounced: At one Manitoba station the readings showed a varia-
tion from 40 degrees above to 10 degrees below in the course of twenty-four hours. At
Scott, Saskatchewan sub-zero weatner was reported on 21 out of the 31 days in December.
At Agassiz the weather was similar to that of last December. This year there were only
eight days without precipitetion.

Dairy Cattle were permanently stabled after December 1, in Eastern Canada and
from carly November in the Prairie Provinces. There was a longer grazing period in the
autumn months of 1946, and cattle went into winter quarters in good condition. Dairy
correspondents reporting for the month of November showed & decline of 2 per cent in the
holdings of milch cows as compared with the same month of the previous year. This sit-
uation was comparszble with that previously reported. Witna the exception of Prince Edward
Island, all Provinces showed declines in the numbers of cows on farms, with the greatest
reduction in Manitoba sand Saskatchewan. This loss in the milch-cow population was
balanced to some extent by an increase in the numbers of cows being milked, which ad-
vanced from 75 per cent in November, 1945 to approximately 77 per cent in November, 1946.
Freshenings continue to decline, and the numbers of cows due to czlve in future nonths

were less than those of a year ago. On the other hand, milk production per cow (see

Table V1) showed an average of 15.8 pounds per day as against 14.7 pounds in November,
LL‘Bll%.1 This was probably the result of the long open fall und the absence of cold stormy
weather.

Fermers are well supplied with rough feeds grown on their own farms, and on
zcecount of the long pusture period in the autumn and fuvonralie weastaer during November:
und early December, they are just beginning to draw on reserve feed stocks. Hay is
costing farmers from $£5.00 to $30.00 per ton; Bran is about $20.00 per ton and protein
deiry rations are costing farmers $2.60 to $4.00 per hundred, (the former 24 per cent
protein, #nd the latter 52 per cent). Slight increases were reported in feed prices since
lest year, but the differences are not very significant. So far there have been no short-
ages, but protein rations and mill feeds are likely to be quite scarce in Jenuary and
February, with a consequent effect on milk production.

The fall-off in dsiry production may be largely attributed to the shortage of
skilled labor and the necesesity of competing with other occupetions in obtaining help
of any kind. Wages are still very high, everaging $70.00 to $100.00 a month during the
early fall, snd $50.00 to $60.00 a month during the winter months. Based on the October
survey average wages paid to furm help in Canada in 1946 (including board) were approxi-
mately $75.00 a month. This compares with $72.00 a month in 1945 and only $28.00 in
1940. The introduction of Polish labour has relieved the situation to some extent.
Observers point out that the trend toward urban rehabilitation is an important factor
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in the situation. The hope that military personnel would return to farms is not
being realized, and until more people move to rural areas there is not likely to
be any advance in dairy production. Except where producers share in the sale of
fluid products, the tendency is to give more attention to products that yield
moderate returns with a minumum labour cost.
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