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Preliminary estimates for 
October 1972 show that egg produc-
tion in Canada declined by 6.5 7. 
from October 1971. The number of 
layers decreased by 7.9 7. from 
'7,752,000 in 1971 to 25,564,000 in 
1 1)72 while the rate of lay increased 

v 1,5 7,. The first ten months of 
his year show a decrease in egg 

production of 4.0 7, from the same 
period last year. 

According to the Statistics 
Canada monthly sample survey, poultry 
producers received an average of 38.0 
cents per dozen in October 1972 com-
pared with 30.3 cents in October 1971 

Frozen eggs in cold storage 
decreased by 24.4 7. from Nov. 1, 
1971 to Nov. 1, 1972. 

Egg products. - Frozen and 
other egg products from registered 
premises, during the five week 
period ending November 4, was 
3,204,051 pounds as compared with 
3,365,935 pounds during the corres-
ponding period in 1971. (Source: 
"Poultry Market Report" Canada De-
pnrtinent of Agriculture). 

Agriculture Division 
Livestock and Animal Products Section 

November - 1972 - Novembre 
5503-510 
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Selon les estimations provisoires, 
la production d'oeufs au Canada a diminué 
de 6.5 7, d'octobre 1971 a octobre 1972. Le 
nombre de pondeuses a diminud de 7.9 7, 
de 27,752,000 en 1971 A 25,564,000 en 
1972 et le taux de ponte a augmentd de 
1.5 7.. Les dix premiers mois de 1972 
ont connu une production d'oeufs de 4.0 7. 
plus bas par rapport a celle de la période 
correspondante de 1971. 

D' après 1' enquête-échantillon men-
suelle de Statistique Canada, les produc-
teurs ont reçu en moyenne 38.0 c. la dou-
zaine d'oeufs en octobre 1972, contre 
30.3 c. en octobre 1971. 

Les stocks d'oeufs congelds en en-
trepôt frigorifique étaient de 24.4 7. 
moms élevd du 1er  nov. 1971 au 1er  nov. 
1972. 

Produits d'oeufs. - Les produits 
d'oeufs congelés et autres des postes en-
registrés, pendant Ia pdriode de cinq 
semaines terminde le 4 novembre attei-
gnaient 3,204,051 livres contre 3,365,935 
livres pendant la pdriode correspondante 
de 1971. (Source: Marchd de volailles, 
rapport du ministère de 1'Agriculture du 
Canada). 

Division d'agriculture 
Section du bétail et des produits animaux 

publication autorisde par Ic ministre de lIridustrie at do Commerce 
Reproduction autorisde sass reserve dindication de Ia source Slatistique Canada 
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TABLE 1. Summary Table, Canada, 
October 1971-1972 

TABLEAIJ 1. Soninaire, Canada, 
octobre 1971-1972 

October 1971 	October 1972 

Octobre 1971 	Octobre 1972 

27,752 25,564 

1,704 1,729 

39,402 36,827 

30.3 38.0 

Nov. 1971 Nov. 	1972 
revised(l) prelininary(1) 

Nov. 	1971 Nov. 1972 
ectifiés(1) oroyisoires(l) 
dozens - '000 - douzaines 

4 

1972 as a 
7. of 1971 

1972 en 
7. de 1971 

92.1 

101.5 

93.5 

125.4 

1972 as a 
7. of 1971 

1972 en 
7. de 1971 

75. 6

I  

Average number of layers ('000) - Nonibre moyen de 
pondeuses ('000) ............................... 

Eggs per 100 layers - Nombre d'oeufs pour 100 
pondeuses ...................................... 

Egg production ('000 doz.) - Production d'oeufs 
('000 douz.) 	................................... 

Farm price of eggs sold for consumption (1 per 
doz.) - Prix a la ferme dee oeufs mis en marché 
(j la douz.) 	................................... 

Stocks of frozen eggs (1.3 lb. per doz.) - Stocks 
d'oeufs congelés (1.3 livre par douzaine) 	9,658 	7,301 

(1) On the first business day of the month. - Le premier jour ouvrable du mois. 

TABLE 2. Egg Production, 
October 1971-1972 

TABLEAU 2. Production d'oeufs, 
octobre 1971-1972 

Average 
number of Eggs per Egg 
layer8(1) 100 layers production 

Nombre Nombre d'oeufs Production 
moyen de pour 100 d'oeufs 

pondeuses(1) pdeuses  
1971 	1 	1972 1971 I 	1972 1971 	I 1972 

1 000 No. - nomb. 1 000 
doz. - douz. 

Newfoundland - Terre-Neuve ..................... 503 	418 1,750 1,850 734 645 
Prince Edward Island - tle-du-Prince-Edouard 140 	150 1,466 1,580 171 198 

1,112 	1,076 1,801 1,804 1,669 1,618 
568 	538 1,502 1,591 711 714 

4,166 	3,369 1,683 1,677 5,843 4,707 

Nova Scotia - Nouvelle-Ecosse 	.................. 
New Brunswick - Nouveau-Brunswick .............. 
Québec 	......................................... 
Ontario 	........................................ 10,682 	10,482 1,769 1,819 15,747 15,886 
Manitoba 	....................................... 3,223 	2,716 1,704 1,686 4,577 3,816 

1,680 	1,417 1,426 1,488 1,996 1,757 
2,520 	2,452 1,469 1,524 3,085 3,115 

Saskatchewan 	................................... 

British Columbia - Colombie-Britannique 3,158 	2,946 1,850 1,780 4,869 4,371 

27,752 25,564 1,704 1,729 39,402 36,827 

	

Alberta 	........................................ 

	

Canada 	....................................... 

(1) The average 0± the estimated number 0± layers at the beginning and end or the month. - t4oyenne du 
nombre estiniatif de pondeuses au debut et a Ia fin du mois. 

I 
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' 	 TABLE 3. Egg Disposition, 
Octoher 1971-1972 

TABlEAU 3. Ecoulement des oeufs, 
octobre 1971-1972 

Sold for consumption 	Used by producers-  

-  Vendus pour consousnation 	Utilisés par les 
 pro duc teurs 

Quantity 	Value 	Farm price 	Quantity 	Value 

Quantite 	Valeur 	Prix a la 	Quantite 	Valeur 
ferme 

	

1971 I 1972 	1971 I 1972 	19711 1972 1971 I 1972 	19711 1972 
'000 	$'OOO 	per doz. 	1 000 	$'OOO 

	

doz. - douz. 	- 	doz. - douz. 
la douz. 

Newfoundland - Terre-Neuve 	726 	635 	295 	330 40.7 52.0 	2 	4 	1 	2 
Prince Edward Island - Ile-du- 

Prthce-Edouard ...............154 	181 	63 	82 40.9 45.0 	12 	12 	5 	5 
Nova Scotia - Nouvelle-Ecosse 	1,597 	1,544 	519 	599 32.5 38.8 	12 	14 	5 	5 
New Brunswick - Nouveau- 
Brunswick ....................658 	661 	292 	316 44.4 47.8 	19 	18 	10 	9 

Québec .........................5,181 	4,064 	1,787 	1,592 34.5 39.2 	163 	144 	74 	69 
Ontario ........................14,788 14,964 	3,948 	5,668 26.7 37.9 	249 	212 	78 	87 
Manitoba .......................4,359 	3,635 	989 	1,158 22.7 31.9 	135 	98 	35 	31 
Saskatchewan ...................1,631 	1,442 	517 	530 31.7 36.7 	323 	272 	103 	89 
Atherta ........................2,615 	2,740 	860 	1,000 32.9 36.5 	333 	238 	112 	86 
,ritiSh Columbia - Coloinbie- 

Britannique 	

.4,597 	4,106 	1,724 	1,623 37.5 39.6 	55 	48 	26 	24 

Canada .......................36,306 33,972 10,994 12,898 30.3 38.0 1,303 1,060 	449 	407 

TABLE 4. Production and Disposition of Eggs, 
January to the end of October 1971-1972 

TABLEAU 4. Production et écoulement des oeufs, 
janvier a la fin d'octobre 1971-1972 

Sold for 	Used by 
consumption(2) 	producers 

Production(1) 	- 	- 
Vendus pour 	Utilisés par 

	

consosination(2) 	les producteurs 

	

1971 	I 1972 	1971 	I 1972 	1971 	I 1972 
dozens - '000 - douzaines 

Newfoundland - Terre-Neuve .....................7,250 	6,320 	7,171 	6,182 	24 	35 
Prince Edward Island - Ile-du-Prince-Edouard 	1,956 	1,993 	1,783 	1,800 	135 	147 
Nova Scotia - Nouvelle-Ecosse ..................17,488 	14,811 	16,715 	14,012 	139 	114 
New Brunswick - Nouveau-Brunswick .............8,304 	8,222 	7,675 	7,604 	205 	196 
Québec .........................................6 .1,312 	54,404 	53,675 	47,048 	1,805 	1,771 
Ontario ........................................159,640 	160,210 	148,264 	149,075 	2,766 	2,600 
Manitoba .......................................45,972 	42,497 	43,272 	39,938 	1,419 	1,305 
Saskatchewan ...................................21,272 	19,933 	16,804 	15,573 	3,630 	3,549 
Alberta ....................... ............... 	33,626 	32,825 	28,345 	27,434 	3,239 	3,414 
British Columbia - Colotnbie-Britannique .......48,327 	47,546 	45,526 	44,472 	655 	647 

Canada ....................................... 05,147 	388,761 	369,230 	353,138 	14,017 	13,778 

(1) Includes hatching eggs. - Comprend les oeufs d'incubation. 
(2) Hatching eggs not included. - Ne coinprend pas les oeufs d'incubation. 



Nov. 1972 
as a •/, of 
Nov. 1971 

Nov. 1972 
en 7. de 

nov. 1971 

Fowl and chicken - Poules et poulets ......... 
Turkey - Dinde: 
Whole - Entière ............................ 
Processed -  Apprêtée ....................... 

Duck - Canard ................................ 
Goose - Oje .................................. 
Unclassified - Non classes ................... 

Total .................................... 

105.3 

77.7 
103.4 
78.5 
79.5 
124.3 

86.0 

Oct. 1972 
revised 

Oct. 1972 
rectifiés 

'000 
lb. - liv. 

20,453 

46,200 
1,690 
1,245 

67 
2,410 

72,065 

'000 
In;-: . - do 

Nov. 	1971 Nov. 1972 
revised preliminary 

Nov. 	1971 Nov. 	1972 
rectifiéa provisoires 

'000 
lb. - liv. 

22,402 23,591 

64,395 50,012 
2,121 2,193 
1,439 1,130 

210 167 
2,053 2,551 

92,6201 	79,644 

'000 
doz. - douz. 
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TABLE 5. Laying type pullet, Chick Placements(l) 1971-1972 

TABLEAU 5. Placements de poussins femelles du type de ponte(l) 1971-1972 

4 week period ending 	January 1 to 
October 28 	October 28 

Pdriode de 4 semaines 	1er janvier au 
terminde le 28 octobre 	28 octobre 

	

11972 as a 	1 1972 as a 

	

7. of 1971 	7. of 1971 
1971 	1972 	- 	1971 	1972 	- 

1972 en 	1972 en 

000 

38 32 84.2 360 251 
Prince Edward Island - Ile-du-Prince-Edouard - - - 113 106 

66 56 84.8 869 864 
21 1 4.8 383 368 

Québec 	....................................... 145 235 162.1 2,463 2,279 

Newfoundland - Terre-Neuve 	................... 

New Brunswick - Nouveau-Brunswick ............

Ontario 	...................................... 628 720 114.6 8,607 8,214 
223 139 62.3 2,680 2,608 

Nova Scotia -Nouvelle-Ecosse 	................ 

33 21 63.6 1,221 1,210 
Manitoba 	..................................... 

104 75 72.1 2,275 2,192 
Saskatchewan 	................................. 
Alberta 	...................................... 
British Columbia - Colombie-Britannique 193 234 121.2 2.576 2,574 

Canada 	..................................... 1,451 1,513 104.3 21,548 20,667 

(1) Excludes breeding stock chicks. - Ne comprend pas les poussins ponte reproducric.a. 
Source: Canada Department of Agriculture. - Ministère de 1'Agriculture du Canada. 

TABLE 6. Stocks of Poultry Meat(l) and Eggs, Canada(2' 
(On the first business day of the month) 

TABLEAU 6. Stocks de viande de volailles(l) et oeufs, Canada(2) 
(Le premier jour ouvrable du mois) 

69.7 
93.8 
99.4 
96.1 
92.5 
95.4 
97.3 
99.1 
96.4 

95.9 

Stocks of frozen eggs (1.3 lb. per doz.) - 
Stocks d'oeufs congelés (1.3 livre la douz.) 	9,658 	7,301 

(1) Includes dressed and eviscerated. - Comprend habillée et éviscérde. 
(2) Exclusive of Newfoundland. - Sans Terre-Neuve. 
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ABLE 7. Egg-feed Ratios, by month, Canada 1963-1972 

LLA: 7. Rapports des oeufs aux aliments, par mois, de 1963-1972 

Month - Mois 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 

January - Janvier 7.02 7.46 5,82 8,02 8.02 6.58 9.07 10.07 6.62 7.50 
February - Février 7.78 7.37 6.25 8.26 7.27 6.58 8.79 9.19 6.36 6.71 

8.34 7.20 6.80 8.78 7.35 6.91 8.69 8.51 6.28 6.51 
April - Avrii 8.17 6.87 7.10 9.17 7.18 6.91 8.86 7.93 6.55 6.89 

7.62 6.15 6.85 8.21 6.71 6.45 8.48 7.52 6.56 6.78 May- Mai ............ 
June - Juin .......... 7.55 6.37 6.90 7.80 6.25 6.53 8.06 7.26 6.22 6.34 
July - Juiliet 8.31 6.89 7.08 8.37 6.49 6.99 8.08 7.12 6.17 7.39 

March - Mars ......... 

August - Aocit ........ 8.52 7.62 8.11 9.73 6.87 7.95 8.26 7.17 6.50 7.23 
September - Septembre 9.66 7.18 8.55 9.60 6.84 8.93 8.76 7.11 6.63 6.45 
October - Octobre 9.32 6.73 9.81 9.47 6.76 9.01 9.23 7.08 6.70 8.00 
November - Novembre 8.40 6.52 10.05 9.77 6.85 8.90 10.09 6.96 7.24 
December - Dcembre 7.90 6.65 9.87 9.55 6.91 9.57 10.60 6.86 7.86  

Average - Moyenne 8.22 6.92 7.77 8.89 6.96 7.61 8.91 7.73 6.64 

roce; me egg-reeo ratio is cne numoer or pounas or ri-zu I. laying reea tnat are equal in value to the 
farm price of one dozen eggs. Feed prices are weighted by the number of layers in each of five 
regions of Canada. Egg prices are based on the returns to farmers for all grades of market eggs. 

Nota: Le rapport des oeuf a aux aliments est le nombre de livres de mouie de ponte a teneur de 17 & 20 7, 
dont la valeur 6quivaut au prix d'une douzaine d'oeufs & la ferme. Le prix des ailments est 
pond6r6 suivant le nombre de pondeuses dans cinq regions du Canada. Le prix des oeufs eat fonde 
sur les receLLes des agriculteurs pour toutes les catgories d'oeufs vendus. 

TABLE 8. Average price of eggs sold for consumption in Canada, by month, 1963-1972 

TABLEAU 8. Prix moyen des oeufs vendus pour consommation au Canada, par mois, 1963-1972 

1963 J 	1964  I 	1965 1966 1967 J 	1968 1969 1970 J 	1971 1972 

dollars 

January - Janvier .321 .340 .263 .366 .386 .316 .429 .457 .303 .342 

February - Février .358 .337 .284 .377 .351 .315 .417 .422 .295 .304 

March -Mars 	........ .383 .328 .309 .406 .356 .332 .411 .389 .291 .296 

.376 .313 .322 .425 .348 .331 .415 .363 .304 .314 

.350 .281 .312 .382 .325 .325 .398 .346 .305 .310 

.345 

.. 

.290 .313 .364 .303 .314 .379 .336 .290 .289 

May 	- Mai 	............. 

July - Juiliet .380 .312 .322 .395 .316 .335 .379 .326 .288 .339 

April - Avril 	......... 

June - Juin 	........... 

August - Aôut .390 .346 .370 .464 .334 .381 .385 .327 .301 .364 

September - Septembre .440 .325 .390 .458 .333 .425 .406 .322 .305 .380 

:tober - Octobre ... .426 .305 .447 .453 .328 .428 .425 .322 .305 .380 

'ember - Novembre .383 .295 .457 .466 .331 .419 .456 .320 .326 

ember - Décembre .360 .296 .447 .458 .333 .451 .475 .315 .353 
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Livestock and Poultry on Census-farms, 1931-1971, Canad 

Bétail et volatile dana lea fermes de recensement, 1931-1971, 

Iteni - Detail 1931 1941 1951(1) 1961(1) 	1966(1) 	1971(1) 

number - nombre 

Livestock - B4tail: 

Cattle, number - Bovine, nombre 7,973,031 8,517,007 8,371,006 11,941,184 12,887,524 13,278,233 
Farms reporting - Fermes decla- 
rantes 	.............................. .. 599,192 493,322 375,058 313,742 248,757 

Milk cows - Vaches laitières 3,523,001 3,626,025(2) 2,907,854(2) 2,989,661(2) 2,676,827(2 2,257,465(2) 
Farms reporting - Fermea décis- 

.. 455,068 308,980 221,850 145,318 

Other cattle - Autres bovioB 4,450,030 4,890,982 5,463,152 8,951,523 10,210,697 11,020,768 

rantes 	..........................552,204 

Pigs, number - Porce, nombre 4,699,831 6,081,389 4,915,987 5,332,736 5,408,580 8,106,926 
Farms reporting - Fermes décla- 

437,837 477,663 364,068 223,402 154,328 122,481 

Sheep, number - Moutons, nombre 3,627,116 2,839,948 1,478,737 1,563,534 1,019,997 860,78 
Farms reporting - Fermes décla- 
rantea 	......................... 130,084 116,807 62,566 38,528 21,453 14,09f 

Horses, number - Chevsux, nombre 3,113,909 2,788,795 1,306,639 512,021 387,321 354.297 

rantes 	............................. 

Farms reporting - Fermes décla- 

..... 

582,089 571,284 451,648 203,227 141,351 111,261 

Poultry - Volatile: 

liens and chickens, number - Poules 

rantea 	.............................. 

61,277,229 58,994,493 64,615,025 69,612,229 75,642,431 87,537,179 
Farms reporting - Fermes décis- 

.. .. 427,317 266,080 176,823 119,596 

Turkeys, number - DindonB, nombre 2 	.19 ,2237 3,204,569 2,529,034 7,670,479 8,971,293 9,540,703 

et 	poulets, 	nombre 	.............. 

Farms reporting - Ferines décla- 

rantes 	.......................... ... 

.. .. 41,820 36,698 21,309 13,414 rantes 	............................... 

Geese, number - Oies, nombre 902.251 650,006 352,402 314,800 339,765 417,243 
Farms reporting - Fermes décla- 
rsntes .......................... .. .. 32,849 22,957 15,922 14,021 

Ducks, number - Canards, nombre 749,930 621,549 437,631 397,964 410,394 554,416 
Farms reporting - Fermes décla- 
rantes .......................... .. .. 27,850 23,377 18,358 19,376 

(I) Includes data for Yukon and Northwest Territories. - Coinprend lea données du Yukon et des Territoires du Nord-Ouest. 
(2) 2 years and over. - 2 ans et plus. 
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ESSAIS StIR EMBALLAGES D'OEUFS 

OTTAWA, 27 octobre 1972 - Lea rdaultats obtenus des ré-
cents essais aur lea emballagea rfvèlent qu'il eat possible de 
diminuer le nombre doeufs cassds. 

Ces experiences visaient a determiner lea qualités et lee 
faibleaaes des cartons d'une douzaine destinda a protéger lea 
oeufs des choca et des heurts subie lore de leur cheminement 
vera le consoimiateur. 

Scion M. Donald A. Fletcher, agent des projeta spCciaux 
a Is Division de l'aviculture (Ministre de l'Agriculture du 
Canada), une analyse attentive dee résultats permettra d'étsblir 
ai lea donndes pourront servir a mettre au point des normes de 
qualitd pour lea bottes d'oeufa en coque. Il n'en existe ac-
tuellement aucune. 

Ces essais, effectuda conjointement par 18 Division de 
l'aviculture et le laboratoire des produits foreatiera de l'Est 
(Ministare de l'Environnement du Canada), ont etC exCcutéa dana 
lea conditiona uniforn*s de laboratoire. 

Chacun des six fabricanta qui y ont pris part a fourni 
885 cartons d'une douzaine et 450 caisses de 15 douzaines pour 
fins d'expdrimentation. Ils ont soumis 7 modèles formée de 
trois matdriaux différents: polystyrne expanse, carton-pâte 
et carton gris. 

Lea différents mudèlea de bottes, isoldes et en caisses 
de 15 douzainea, ont dti aubir de nombreux easais simulés des 
conditions réellea de transport, de manutention et d'entrepoaa-
ge. 

Dc facon générale, lee bottes de polystyrene expanse at 
de carton-pâte ont mieux rdaistC. Toutefois, lea boltea fabrt-
quees avec le même matCrisu n'ont p55 toutes assure le même 
degré de protection: on en ddduit que Is conception de lembal-
lage eet aussi importante que le matdriau. 

Gee deux facteurs mis a part, une autre conclusion res-
sort de l'étude: Is facon dont lea cartons aont ranges dans lea 
caissea d'emballage influe sur Is protection des oeufe. Lea 
donanagea ant eté naindres loraque lea cartons d'une rangCe 
étaient enipiles de facon tranaversale par rapport a ceux de is 
rangde prdcddente que loraqu'ils étaient places de facon paral-
lèle dana lea caissea. 

M. Fletcher, auteur et coauteur de nombreux documents 
portant cur Is qualitf des oeufs, a rfceunnent recu Is distinc-
tion Science Award du U.S. Poultry and Egg National Board pour 
as coannunication relative aux easais aur lea cartons d'emballa-
ge. II a presentd cette conmiunication bra de is reunion an-
nuelle de i'Association avicole (Poultry Science Aaaociation), 
et il a recu as distinction a cette même occasion. 

On peut obtenir un exemplaire du rapport technique cur 
lea easais d'embailages d'oeufs en écrivant a Is Diviaion de 
l'aviculture, ininietCre de l'Agriculture du Canada, Ottawa 
(lilA OCS). 

PACKAGING TEST 

27, 1972 - Data obtained in a 
recently completed project here could lead to fewer 
broken eggs 

The project was an assessment of the strengths 
and weaknesses of the one-dozen egg cartons used today 
to protect eggs from the bumps and jolts they receive 
along the route leading to the consumer's home. 

The study results will be assessed to see if the 
data could be used in developing performance specifica-
tions for packaging shell eggs, says Donald A. Fletcher, 
special projects officer with Agriculture Canada's 
Poultry Division. At the ea,ment, there are no such 
specifications. 

The egg packaging study was a cooperative venture 
by the Poultry Division and the Eastern Forest Products 
Laboratory of Environment Canada. 

Each of the six manufacturers participating in 
the test supplied 885 one-dozen cartons for testing and 
in addition 450 15-dozen boxes were used in the test. 
The cartonS represented seven design types and three 
kinds of materials - styrofoam, mulded pulp and 
chipboard. 

The different types of cartons were subjected - 
individually and in 15-dozen packs - to an extensive 
series of tests simulating conditions that could be 
encountered in transportation, handling and storage. 

In general, styrofoam and mulded pulp cartons 
fared best. However, not all cartons of the same mate-
rial gave the same degree of protection - an indication 
that design is as important as material. 

Another fact emerging from the study is that, 
regardless of the carton's design and material, the 
manner in which cartons are stowed in packing boxes has 
a bearing on egg damage. There was less damage when 
the cartons were cross-stacked in alternate tiers than 
when they were stacked parallel in the boxes. 

Mr. Fletcher, author and co-author of many papers 
dealing with egg quality, recently was presented with 
the U.S. Poultry and Egg National Board Science Award 
for a paper on the carton testing project. The paper 
and award were presented at the annual meeting of the 
Poultry Science Association. The annual award is in-
tended to increase interest in developing more research 
facts about consumption and use of eggs and to honor the 
outstanding paper presented on some aspect of the sub-
ject at an annual meeting of the association. Mr. 
Fletcher is the first Canadian to receive the award. 

A copy of the technical report on the egg packa-
ging tests may be obtained by writing to the Poultry 
Division, Agriculture Canada, Ottawa (KIA 005). 
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