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EOER O THE ¥UR TRADZ- N QANADA.

-

iy e fun WraRiAg.- ol Led Ro The darly -colenilsetion. of yJauata,. The fivset
exvlorers returning to the old world carried with them the pslts of fur-bearing
animals obtained from Indian trappsrs, and the desire to gain control of this trads
led to the formation of companies and associations which, in return for certain
privileges in connection with the trade, agreed to promote colonization in the new
gountry The first ccmpany chartered to trade in furs was formed by a number of
marchants of France in 1€03. The first trading post was established at Hochelaga
in 16311. Exploration of the nothern and wsetern parts of Canada showsd that the
tarritory aboundad in wild 1ife, and in 1670 an English company — the Hudson'e Bay
Company - wag chartered to trade in furs, and built its first trading post on
Hudscn Bay. Other posts were soon erected and thelr cstablishment was continued
until their locations extended from the Atlantiec to the Pacific. The first Canadian
company to itrade in furs was formed hy a number of Mcntreal merchants in 1783. 1In
1821 all fur trading companles of British North America were united undsr the
Hudson's Bay Company.

Raw furs are the chief commercial product of the wild 1ife of Canada, and as
such represent the only economic return from hundreds of thousands of equare mlles,
constituting perhaps half the area ¢f the Dominion.

Commencing with 1881, records of the value of production of raw furs in Canads
were obtained in the decannial censusses. In 1880 the value of pelts is shown to
have teen §987 555, and in 1210 to have been $1,927,550. In 1920 the Dominion Buresu
of Statistics commenced the annual ccllection ¢f returng from fur traders, and for
the seascon 1919-20 the value of pelts purchased from trappers and fur farmers is
shown to0 have been $21,387,005. The figure for 19:9-20 should not te taken as re-
presentative of the valus of an aversge year's precduction, as abrormzlly high prices
were paid for pelis during the early mart of that ssmadi. For ihe saaasn 1920-21
ths tutal had dropped to $10,151,554%.

In 1667 exports of furs to France and the West Indiss were valusd at 550,000
francs. In 1880, the firet year for which trade tables of the Customs Department
are available, the value of raw furs exported was 19,385. in 1920 the valus was
SEORGLE 2915 ~and- M- ] ST ~SINL ST 8

In 211 provinces and territories of the Dominion regulations governing the
takirg of fur-bearing animala are in force, and many kinds are protected during
certain eceason of the year. In cases whers special protsction is neceasary to
avold extermination of the species, the killing of the animals is prohibited for
a period of years.

As settlemont has extended, the numbers of wild fur-bearing animals have
decreaged, and this has led to the breeding of fur-bearing animals in captivity.
Success has already been attained "In the raising of the fox, mink, skunk and rac-
coon. Experiments are heing made with the marten, fisher, beaver, muskrat, and
oposgum, Karakul sheep, from the young of which is obtained the valuable fur known
ac Persian lamb, are alsc belng successfully raised in Canada. The tctal value of
pelts s80ld from fur farms in Canada in 1220 wae $388.335, comprising $573,140
fori-gilyer fox-pelts; H1l1l,11) .for patch fox, $37940 For rFed Hox; and £755 'for mink.
The value of live animales sold from fur farms in the same year was $763,221, com-
prising- $750,123 for silver fexee, $12.095 for patch foxes, $818 for red foxes,
$120 for mink and 535 foi raccoehs. The velus of iive fwxzée savested {rom Jacads
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NOTE — In fearii paragraph, third line, read B12.583 in place aof 15.395.
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Pominion Bureau of Statisticg, Canada

TiJR BRANCH

GITAWA

Dominion Statistician, R.H. COATS, B.A., F.S.S.

FUR PRODUCTION OF CANADA, SEASON 1620-21

BrRpESE AT G B

The report of the fur production of Canada is prepared
from data obtained as follows: from each fur trader is
received a report annually, showing, by provinces, the kind,
number and value of pelts purchased from trappers and fur
farmers, and similar particulars regarding pelts purchased
from other Canadian dealers. Only the information given
under the first of these headings is used in compiling the
report, the other data being required to prevent duplication.

Grateful acknowledgement is made of the courtesy of the
Provincial Game Departments in furnishing to the Bureau
lists of the licensed fur traders.

R. B. ZGATS,

Dominion Statistician.

Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

Ottawa, February 17, 1922.



LU PROPUCTT QN -GF CANADA .  SEASON- DZo-a

The total value of fur production of Canada in 1920-21 is shown
to have been £10,151,554, as compared with $21,387,005 in 1919-20, a dscrease
of $11,235,411 or 52 per cent. The pelts of the fur-bearing animals taken
during the eeason numbered 2,936,407, a decrezse of 665,597 or 18 per cent.
Measured by the valus of pelts, ths six principal kinds were beaver,
$2.686,472; wmuskrat, $2,505,375; marten or sable, $1,081.871; mink, $968,582;
white fox, $741,551; and silver fox, $432,130. The highest average value
per pelt is shown by silver fox with $151. Blue fox is second with $76,
follcwed by fisher or pekan with $58, cross fox with $51, white fox with
$34, and white bvear and otter, each with $24.

The provinces showing production valued at over a million dollars
ware Ontario $3,048,815; Quebec $%2,061,853; Northwest Terrlitories $1,153,840;
Alberta $1,087,164; and Manitoba $1,055,865.

The total values of the fur production of the provinces are
ghown, in order of valua, in Tabls I: the kind, number, total value and
avarage value of pelts, by provinces, in Table II; and average values for
+he Dominion for the different kinde of pelts for the seagons 1919-20 and
1920—21 in Table III.

14 Total Valus of the Fur Production of Canada, by Provinces,
in order of Value, Season 1920-21.

Frovines Total Valua of IDslts
sr{_

Ontario 3,048,815
Quebec 2,061,853
Northwest Territories 1,153,840
Albsrta 1,087,164
Manitoba 1,055,865
Sagkatchewan 717,149
British Columbia 507,134
Prince Edward Island 256,137
Nova Scotia 112,94¢
Yukon Territory 78,185
New Brunswick 72,500

Total 10,151,594
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iT. Eind, Numver, Total Ymilao and Average Valus of Pelts of Fur-
bearing Anima:s Taken in Canada, by Provinces,
Seasgon 1920-21..... con.
Kind Nuomber of Total Value Average

Felie of Pelts Value per Pelt
$ $ ¢

NEW BRUWNSWICK
Bear, black 111 1,04z 9.38
Beaver 162 2,706 16.70
Ermine (weasel) B, SR 4,491 .38
Fisher or pekan 48 1,519 31.64
Fox, cross 44 1,410 32.04
Fox, red 680 5,484 8.06
Fox, silver Sl 11,900 102.58
Fox, white 1 12 12.00
Fox, other 1 40 40.00
Lynx 27 442 16.37
Marten or sable 16 170 10.62
Mink 1,899 12,261 BEdlS
Muskrat 14,171 20,604 1.45
Otter 78 1,628 20.87
Raccoon 704 3,723 5.28
Skunk L3 2,245 1.06
Wild cat 251 SIS 3.64
Deer 520 571 1.09
BElk 3 9 b15(01¢]
Mooge 313 1,320 4.21
House cat 28 8 .28
Total 32,858 72,500
QUEBEC
Badger 128 203 lwi58
Bear, black 1,060 13,840 13.05
Bear, brown 73 938 12.84
Bear, waite 39 744 21.25
Beaver 49,009 811,988 16.56
Ermine (weassl) 50,438 26,907 99
Figher, or pekan 882 44,230 50.14
Fox, crogs 302 16,358 54 .16
Fox, red 4,113 43,832 10.65
Fox, silver 192 32,493 169.23
Fox, biue 49 4,154 84.77
Fox, white 6,970 236,162 33.88
Fox. other 22 76 3.45
Lynx 550 12,166 22.12
Marten or sable 10,446 247,326 25,168
Mink 19,061 170,255 8.93
Muskrat 206,987 272,487 T 3L
Otter 3,126 89,463 28.61
Daboid 4,364 1,020 RS
Raccoon 1,450 4,467 3.08
Skunk 125685 21,587 1.70
Sguirrel, red 48 & .06
Wiid cat 306 1,303 4.25
Wolf 649 7,495 11.54
Wolverine or carcajou 11 152 13.81
Caribou 2 4 2.00
Dosr 1,242 2,142 1.172
Moose 13 Jg6 4.30
e e R R _~{_“_____"“__~H 2 “ol
Total D I — 2,061,858 e =

i ——————— e e e

T ' 3

e ——— | S ST Y ot o oen



7

1B Kird, Numbsr, Total Value and Averags Value of Pelts of Fur-

bearing Anima.s Taken in Canada, by FProvinces,

Season 1920-21

. e

Kind Numbar of Total Value Averace
Pelts of Pelts Value per Palt
$ $§ ¢
ONTARIO
Badgsr OS] L JBE
Bear, black 1,269 15,919 12 .54
Bear, brown &0 469 9.28
Bear, white 23 559 24 .30
Beaver 83,812 1,322,908 U8
Ermine (weasel) 59,568 27,268 .45
Figher or pekan 2,739 162,472 [
Fox, crcss 284 13,977 49 21
Fox, red 5,965 56,691 9.50
Fox, silver 209 29,322 140.29
Fox, white 236 6,816 28.88
Fox, other 4 76 19.00
Lynx 630 14,302 22.70
Marten or sable 7,189 138,487 19.23
Mink 44,597 330,212 7.40
Muskrat 462,136 688,001 1.48
Otter 4,669 108,962 231 85
Rabbit 1,192 238 .19
Raccoon 12,615 33,423 2.64
Skunk 47,332 82,307 T 76
Squirrel, black e 72 1.00
Wild cat 8 &) 4.00
Wolf 1,174 11,250 9.58
Wolverine or carcajou 14 133 9.50
Dezr 3,093 4,632 1.42
Elk 2 2 17508
Mooeae 59 142 3.64
House cat 24 6 2D
Total 739,113 3,048,815

MANITOBA
Badger 226 207 .91
Bear, black s, 4,862 13.03
Bear, brown 43 467 10.86
Bear, white 16 391 24 .43
Baaver 10,656 182,380 17 Bull
Coyotse 1,990 12,964 ()L
Ermine (weasel) 69,664 32,364 .46
Fisher, or pekan 317 21,444 67.64
Fox, cross 232 15,089 65.03
Fox, red 1,250 17,251 13.80
Fox, silver 64 13,467 210.42
Fox, blue 4 265 66.25
Fox. wnhite 84 2,199 26.17
Lynx 991 21,339 21.53
Marten or sable 2,762 65,822 25.83
Mink 14,120 123,872 85
Muskrat 396,180 488,844 Tt
Oouter 1,489 33,714 22.94
Eabbis 26 3 el
Raccoon 4 15 3. B
Skunk 3,077 5,574 B
Wolfl 1,457 11,889 gl e
Wolverine or carcajou 7S 1ENENES 15056
Caribou 6 24 4.0
Desr 10 10 1.0
Elk 9 14 1.55
Mouse i . 182 3.73

Toctal 505,177 1,055,865
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Kindg Number of Total Value Averagas
BPaits 8 Pahte Valus per lelt
3§ $ ¢

SABKATCHEWAN
Badger 461 401 .86
Bear, black 635 8,107 12,80
Bear, brown 108 85 8.97
Beaver 6,861 115,486 Paciiind
Coyote 5,C07 29,454 5.88
Ermins (weassl) 63,063 30,518 .48
Fishar or pekan o8 3,766 64.93
Fox, cross 313 17,382 55.53
Fox, red W36 17,934 13.62
Fox, silver 52 10,561 203.09
rox, white 66 1,807 28.89
Fox, other 6 g9 Fomwer o )
Lynx 874 20,918 2095
Marten or sablae 2,600 €5,444 2 =17
Mink 7,042 72,436 9.12
Muskrat 246,745 - 296,011 1.19
QOtter 364 7,545 20.72
Rabbit 304 33 16
Raccoon 55 {0 3.09
Skunk 3,854 7,006 1.81
Wild cat 6 8 LEraS
Wout 1,239 11,068 8.93
Wolverine or carcajou 70 c84 14.05
Desr 1 3 3 00
Moose 5 i15) 3.00
HoEs Sabh 36 6 e

Tntal 341,839 717,149
ALBERTA
Badger 219 202 .82
Ezar, black 1,450 18376 12.67
Ezar, brown 201 1,892 9.41
Bear, grizzly 12 186 15.50
Beaver 1 e 194,321 17450
Coyote 5,004 58,803 6.57
Ermine {weasel) 85,176 45,096 =y
Figher, or pekan 131 8,687 66.31
Fox. cross 707 37,501 53.04
Fox, red L3563 21,824 16.68
Fox. silver 129 23,838 184.79
Fox, white 43 1,001 23.27
Fox., other 23 37 1.60
Lynx 2,027 47,116 23 .24
Marteu or sable 4,253 100,738 Masb i & 5)
Mink 8,943 90,006 @ ras
Mus krat 413,612 437,142 1.05
Otter 302 8,107 20.€8
Rabbit 23 B > 1%
Haccoon e 103 3.81
Ekunk 3,462 7,285 riw K0
Snuirrel, rsad 58 3 .07
Wolf b 24930 7.89
#clveri~e or carcajcu 1C7 IR YN 14.27
Geribou 6 o 4.80
baer 17 €0 d.52
BEik 2 16 &.CO
iirose 44 318 7.22
Paather 2l 10 8.50
fiouse cat e e i - T TR T

Total 39,832 it MO aail

il
p#aring Anima.s Taken in Canada,

8

Toetal ~Velue and Averzge
ty Frovinces,
Season 1920-21.....con.
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1% K:nd, Number, Total Value and Average Valus of Pelts of Fur-
bearing Anima:.es Taken in Canada, by Frovinces,
Season 1920-21.....con.
Kind Number of Total Value Average
Pelts of Pelts Value per Pelt
$ $ ¢

ARiTIBH COLUMB‘E&
Badger 24 25 108
Bear .  black 1,503 18,481 12.29
Bear. brown Y56 1,489 9.54
Bsar, grizzly 74 i 6 23.18
Beaver G2 S.108 1928
Coyote LW 15 0% %: 16
Ermine (weasel) 19,795 9,06 .45
Fisher or pekan 635 40,772 64.20
Fox, cross Y 743 187815 5 A=)
Fox, red 579 9,60 16 :58
Fox, silver €8 13- 370 196.61
Fox, white 238 7,62 32.03
Fox, other a 12 2.40
Lynx 1,006 24,318 24 .17
Martsn or sable 8,844 194,288 196
Mink 85 I 55106 6.49
Muskrat 7 2850 13836 1.00
Otter 497 7,296 14.68
Rabbit 150 295 1 b )
Raccoon 2,187 9 SR 4.28
Skunk 408 254 253
Squirrel, red 30 2 .06
¥i1ld cat 43 101 2.34
Wolf 188 1.591 8.46
Tolverine or carcagjou S ' 4,855 13.76
Panther It 72 4.80
Civet cat L 7 .

Total 120,499 507,134
NORTH¥EST TERRITCRIES
Bear, black 411 3,422 il 4 A
Bear. brown 39 BYg) 9.53
Bear, grizzly % 114 16m28
Bear, white 208 5,249 2523
Beaver 2Rl 46,945 L8205
Ermine (weasel) 13268 B=-158 o
Fisher, or pekan 5 3 o 69 &
Fox, crose 496 26,538 58100
Fox, red 961 15,932 16 5%
Fox, silver e 8,9¢8 163.60
Fox. Ttlue 68 4.,8568 7158
Fox, white 1%, 7975 485.830 Ky &
Lynx 196 8, 12 26.08
Marten or sable 10,409 253,004 24.30
Mink 8- 334 89,083 10.68
Muekrat 156,620 185,156 s M=
Otter L 2sbi2 21 ¥6
Rabbit iy 72 #1518
Skunk 43 140 o)
Welf 174 3,790 21.78
Welverine or carcajou 184 2,508 1564
Caritou :10] 4C0 8.Cd
Noose 8 % 1 Gl

Total 208,068 1,153,640

[




] T Rind, Number, Total Yalus and Average Value o Falue oi ¥Fuoi -
' bearing Anima.s Taken in Canade, by Provinces,
Season 1920-21..... con
Kina Nuiaber of Total Valuse AVBraga
Felts of Folts Value per Felt
i 3 5 ¢
’ YUXON TERRITORY
Bear, black 129 1,592 12.34
’ Bear, brown 124 5= i 9.54
Bear, grizzly 44 1,020 23.18
Caoyote o6 293 7.02
Ermine (weasel) 540 243 .45
Fcx, «rcas Dl 6,671 50.92
Fox, pad 450 7,434 16, 5
Fox, silver 94 185756 199.53
Lvnx 182 4,396 24.15
Marisn or faule 76 16,382 21.76
Mink 608 5,945 6.49
Muekret 12,765 12,765 .08
Qtter 42 618 14.71
Woif 54 455 8.42
Weiverine or carcajou 164 L,275 13.87
‘\ Total 16,125 78,189
~ ; IeE. tverage Valuss of Pelus for the Ssascns 1919-20 znd 1920-21.
19819-20 1920-21
Kingd Average Value Average Valus
- 38 S et Sc k. CoR ey SR
CANADA
,r 1 Badger 1.44 .96
e Bear, biack 14.37 12.62
Bsar, hrown 14.3 Q.79
Bear, grizzly 20.80 22.16
Bear, white S 24 .62
‘ Beaver 25.30 16.31
iy Coyotle 17.356 6.40
B Erunine (weassl) 1.25 .49
Fisher, or pekan 84.43 58.86
Fox, cross 63.81 51.09
Fox, red 22.29 L2 S S
Fox. si1liver 246 .46 151,99
Fox, blue 69.82 76.75
Fox, whits 36.92 34.62
Fox. other 14 +-38 4.22
Lynx B i 5V 23.09
Marten cr sable Ber, U 22.87
Mink 13 48 (5] 2k
Muskreat 2.54 1 24
Otter 26.15 24,02
* Rabbit .39 22
l Raccoon 6.56 3.08
Skunk 3.63 el
} Squirrel, black 1.59 1.0C
i Squirrel, red .22 .06
b W.ld cat * 3.82
( Wolf 15.69 9.50
Welveringe o garcajou 2 IO 13.90
Caribou 10.91 Wi e
Deer 2.38 Ael5)
f Blk 3.10 2.56
| “£s08e 5.14 5.88
‘ Pantner &.59 5.23
Civat catl #E15) 22
fayse cat 4 .26
*Wile cat incivded with Lynx - in 1218=24q
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