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TE :ur. 

: 	. 	whj.ci 1. o t'ns early colc:i::ation of anda. The fire 
explorers returning to the old world carried with them the pelts of fur-bearing 
animls obtained from Indian trappers, and the desire to gain control of this trade 
led to the formation of companies and associations which, in return for certain 
privileges in connection with the trade, agreed to promote colonization in the new 
country. The first ccpany chartered to trade in furs was formed by a number of 
merchants of France in 1603. The first trading post was established at Hochelaga 
in 1611. Exploration of the riothern and woetern parts of Canada showed that the 
rritory abounded In wild life, and in 1670 an English company - the Hudson's Bay 

Company - was chartered to trade In furs, and built its first trading post on 
Hudson Bay. Other posts were soon erected and their establishment was continued 
until their locations extended from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The first Canadian 
company to trade in furs was formed by a number of Montreal merchants in 1783. In 
1821 all fur trading companies of British North America were united under the 
Hudson's Bay Company. 

Paw furs are the chief commercial product of the wild life of Canada, and as 
such represent the only economic return from hundreds of thousands of square miles, 
constituting perhaps half the area of the Dominion. 

Commencing with 1881, records of the value of production of raw furs in Canada 
were. obtained in the decennial censuses. In 1880 the value of pelts is shown to 
have been $987555, and in 1910 to have been $1,927,550. In 1920 the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics commenced the annual collection of returns from fur traders, and for 
the saason 1919-20 the value of pelts purchased from trappers and fur farmers Is 
shown to have been $21,387,005. The figure for 1919-20 should not be taken as re-
presentative of the value of an averege year's prcuct.1.or, as ahr.orrn11y high prices 
were paid for pelts during the earJ 	r t,.......... :.:... 

Hal had dropped to $10,151,5. 

:i 1667 exports of furs to France and the West Idiei were valued at 550,000 
In 1850, the first year for which trade tables of the Customs Department 

are available, the value of raw furs exported was 19,395; In 1920 the value was 
$20,617,291, and in 191, $11,711,981. 

In all provinces and territories of the Dominion regulations governing the 
takirg of fur-bearing animals are in force, and many kinds are protected during 
certain season of the year. In cases where special protection is necessary to 
avoid extermination of the species, the killing of the animals is prohibited for 
a period of years. 

As settlement has extended, the numbers of wild fur-bearing animals have 
decreased,and this has led to the breeding of fur-bearing animals in captivity. 
Success has already been attained in the raising of the fox, mink, skunk and rac-
coon. Experiments are being made with the marten, fisher, beaver, muskrat, and 
opossum. Karakul Bheep, from the yoang of which is obtained the valuable fur known 
as Persian lamb, are also being successfully raised in Canada. Tie total value of 
pelts sold from furS farms in Canada in 1920 was $385,335, comprising $373,140 
for silver fox pelts, $11,111 for patch fox, $3,349 for red fox, and $735 for mink. 
The value of live animals sold from fur farms in the same year was $763,221, corn-
prising- $750,123 for silver ftxec. $12,095 for patch foxes, $818 for  red foxes, 

O for mink and  
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OTTAWA 

Dominion Statistician, R.H. COATS. B.A., F.S.S. 

FUR PRODUCTION OF CANADA, SEASON 1920-21 

PR EF A CE 

The report of the fur production of Canada is prepared 

from data obtained as followa: from each fur trader Is 

received a report annually, showing, by provinces, the kind, 

number and value of pelts purchased from trappers and fur 

farmers, and similar particulars regarding pelts purchased 
I 

from other Canadian dealers. Only the thforrnation given 

under the first of these headings is used in compiling the 

report, the other data being required to prevent duplication. 

Grateful acknowledgement is made of the courtesy of the 

Provincial Game Departments in furnishing to the Bureau 

lists of the licensed fur traders. 

T7 ITS, 

:!ninion Statistician. 

Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 

Ottawa, February 17, 1922. 
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'TT5 Pr?OPUCTION CE CANADA, SEASON 102021. 	 L 
4 

The t.;tal value of fur production of Canada in 1020-21 is shown 
to have been 10.151,594, as compared with $21,387,005 in 1919-20, a decrease 
of $11,235,411 or 52 per cent. The pelts of the fur—bearing animals taken 
during the season nuibered 2,936,407, a decrease of 663,597 or 18 per cent. 
Measured by the value of pelts, the six principal kinds were beaver, 
$2,686,472; muskrat, $2,505,375; marten or sable, $1,081,371; mink, $968,582; 
white fox, $741,551; and silver fox, $432,130. The highest average value 
per pelt is shown by silver fox with $151. Blue fox is second with $76, 
follcwed by fisher or pokan with $58, cross fox with $51, white fox with 
$34, and white bear and otter, each with $24. 

The provinces showing production valued at over a million dollars 
were Ontario $3,048,815; Quebec $2,061,853; Northwest Territories $1,153,840; 
Alberta $1,087,164; and Manitoba $1,055,865. 

The total values of the fur production of the provinces are 
shown, in order of value, In Table I: the kind, number, total value and 
average value of pelts, by provinces, In Table II; and average values for 
the Dominion for the different kinds of pelts for the seasons 1919-20 and 
1920-21 in Table III. 

I. 	Total Value of the Fur Production of Canada, by Provincee, 
in order of Value, Season 1920-21. 

Total als c' Felts 

Ontario 
	

3,048,815 
Quebec 
	

2,061,853 
Northwest Territories 
	 1,153,840 

Alberta 
	 1,087,164 

Manitoba 
	 1,055,865 

Saskatchewan 
	 717,149 

British Columbia 
	 507,134 

Prince Edward Island 
	

256,137 
Nova Scotia 
	 112,940 

Yukon Territory 
	 78,le 

New Brunswick 
	

72,500 

Total 
	

10,151,594 

IV 



n, Number. Total Value and Averao Vaiva of ielto of Fw -
bearing Animai.s Taken in Canada, by Provinces, 

Season 1920-21, 

Kind 
	

Number of 
	

Total Value 
	

Average 

Pelts 
	

of Pelts 
	

Value per Pelt 

$ 

CANADA 

Badger 1,216 1,178 

Bear, black 6,991 88,293 

Bear, 	brown 795 7,769 

Bear, grizzly 137 3,036 

Bear, white 282 6,943 

Beaver 164,656 2,586,472 

Coyote 14,754 94,498 

Ermine (weasel) 386,034 189,936 

Fisher or pekan 4,866 286,461 

Fox, 	cross 3,100 158,380 

Fox, red 18,137 210,626 

Fox, 	silVer 2,843 432,130 

Fox, 	blue 121 9,267 

Fox, white 21.416 741,551 

Fox, other 61 258 

Lynx 6,509 150,300 

Marten or Sable 47.292 1,081,871 

Mink 117,561 968,582 

Muskrat 2,015,481 2,505,375 

Otter 10,931 262,670 

Rabbit - 6,577 1,449 

Raccoon 18,116 55,265 

Skunk 74,972 130,130 

Squirrel, 	black 72 72 

Squirrel, 	red 115 8 

Wild cat 859 3,284 

Wolf 5,316 50,522 

Wolverine or Carcajou 950 13,344 

Caribou 64 455 

Deer 4,884 - 7,419 

Elk 16 41 

1oose 980 3,612 

Panther 17 89 

- 	Civet 	cat 77 17 

Houoo'cat 198 52 

Total 	2,936,407 	10,151,594 

--------------- 

.96 

12.62 

9.79 

22.16 

24.62 

16.31 

5.40 

.49 

58.86 

51.09 

11.61 

151.99 

76.75 

34.62 

4.22 

23.09 

22.87 

6.23 

1.24 

24.02 

.22 

3.05 

1.73 

1.00 

.06 

3.82 

9.50 

13.90 

7.10 

1.51 

2.55 

3.88 

5.23 

.22 

.26 
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1uer, roi 	3.:I Average Value of Pelt•f 
hearing Animais Thksn in Canada, by Provinces. 

Season 1920-21 .....con. 

• 	- -rrt_.........:rtz - t rLtrzr - t._.___. 	- 	_____________ 

Kind 	Number of 	Total Value 	Average 

	

Pelts 	of Pelts 	Value per Pelt 

	

$ 	 $0 

Prince Fward Island 

Ermine (wearjel) 

Fox, cres 

Fox, red 
Fox, silver 

Marten or Sable 

Mink 

Muskrat 

Raccoon 

Skunk 

House cat 

604 325 

21'/ 6,876 

177 1,700 

1,660 243,694 

1 10 

119 613 

2,770 2,501 

27 65 
84 146 

19 7 

.i • 53 

31.68 

9.60 

146,80 

10.00 

6.83 

.90 

2.40 

1.73 

.36 

Tota 
	

5,678 	256,137 

Nova Scoti 

Bear, 	blaci- 

Bear, 	brown 1 

Beaver 63 

Ermine (wel 12,351 

Fox, 	cross 99 

Fox, 	red 1,338 

Fox, 	silver 204 

Lynx 28 

Mink 3,761 

Muskrat 30,645 

Otter 147 

Rabbis. 501 
Baccoor 1,047 

Skunk 1,964 

Wild Cat 245 
Wolf 10 

Deer 1 
Moose 517 

House cat 79 

	

652 
	

12. 53 

	

10 
	

10.00 

	

630 
	

10.00 

	

5,506 	.44 

	

2,765 
	

25.32 

	

12,940 
	

9.67 

	

25,731 
	

105.08 

	

191 
	

7.34 

	

22,612 
	

6.01 

	

29,526 	.96 

	

2,665 
	

18.12 

	

125 	.24 

	

3,928 
	

3.75 

	

2,885 
	

1.46 

	

923 	.' 
	

3.77 

	

54 
	

5.40 

	

1 
	

1.00 

	

1,778 
	

3.43 

	

22 	.27 

53,051 	112,948 
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I id 	 4a.d Avr. 	of Pelts of Fur-- 
bearing Anima..s Taken in Canada, by Provinces, 

Seaeoi 1920-21 .....con. 

'i nd 
	 Nr'mb'r Of 	 Total Value 

	
Average 

'a 	 of Pelts 
	

Value per Pelt 

$$ 

NEW 	iSVICK 

Bear, black 

Beaver 

Ermine (weasel) 
Fisher or pekan 

Fox, cross 

Fox, red 

Fox, silver 

Fox, white 

Fox, other 

Lynx 

Marten or sable 

M In 1< 

Muskrat 

Otter 

Raccoon 

Skunk 

Wild cat 

Deer 

Elk 

Moose 

House ct 

11] 

162 

11,572 
48 

44 

680 

116 

1 

1 

2? 
16 

1,899 

14,171 

78 

704 

2,113 

251 

520 

3 
313 

28 

1,Q4 

2,706 

4,491 

1,519 

1,410 

5,484 

11 1 900 
12 

40 

44 
170 

12 1 261 
20,604 

1,628 

3,723 

2,245 
915 

571 
9 

1,320  

8 

9.38 

16.70 

38 
31.64 

32.04 

8.06 

102.58 

12.00 

40.00 

16.3? 

10.62 

6.45 

1.45 
20,87 

5.28 

1.06 

3.64 

1.09 

3.00 
4.21 

.28 
'a 

Total 
	

32,858 	72,500 

QUEBEC 

Badger 

Bear, black 

Bear, brown 

Bear, '.'iriite 

Beaver 

Ermine (weasel) 

Fiiher, or pekan 
Fox, cross 

Fox, red 

Fox, silver 

Fox, blue 

Føx. white 
Fox, other 

Lynx 

Marten or sable 

Mink 

Muskrat 

Otter 

ab'oI 

'accoon 

!zunk 

Sguirre.., red 

Wild cat 

Wolf 

Wolver1ni or carcajou 
Caribou 

Doer 

0065 

ouso cat 

To t,a 1 

128 203 1.58 
1,060 13,840 13.05 

73 938 12.84 
35 744 21.25 

49,009 811,988 16.56 
50,438 26,907 .53 

882 44,230 50.14 
302 16,358 54.16 

4,113 43,832 10.65 
192 32,493 169.23 
49 4,154 84.77 

6,970 236,162 33.88 
22 76 3,45 
550 12,166 22.12 

10,446 247,326 23.67 
19,061 170,255 8.93 

206,987 272,467 1.31 
3,126 89,463 28.61 
4,364 1,020 .23 
1,450 4,457 3.08 
12,635 21,587 1.70 

48 3 .06 
306 1,303 4.25 
649 7,495 11.54 
11 152 13.81 

2 4 2,00 
1,242 2,142 1.72 

13 56 4.30 
4 2 .50 

374,167 - 	.- 2,061,85 

a 

Ap 
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II. 	Krd, Number, Total Value and Average Value of Pelts of Fur - 

bearing AnimaLs Taken In Canada, by Provinces, 

Season 1920-21 .....con. 

Kind 
	

Number of 
	

Total Value 
	

Ave rage 

Pelta 
	

of Pelts 
	

Value per Pelt 

$ 

ONTARIO 

Badger 

Bear, black 

Bear, brown 
Bear, white 

Beaver 

Ermine (weasel) 

Fisher or pekan 

Fox, cross 

Fox, red 

Fox, silver 

Fox, white 

Fox, other 

Lynx 

Marten or sable 

Mink 

Muskrat 

Otter 

Rabbit 

Raccoon 

Skunk 

Squirrel, black 

Wild cat 

WoLr 

Wolverine or Carcajou 

Dee 

Elk 
Moose 

House cat 

Total 

153 13? 

1,269 15,919  

50 469 9.5,3 

23 559 24,30 

83,812 1,322,908 15.78 

59,568 27,268 .45 

2,739 162,472 59.31 

284 13,977 49 21 

5,965 56,691 9.50 

209 29,322 140.29 

236 6,816 28.83 

4 76 19.00 

630 14,302 22.70 

7,199 138,487 19.23 

44,597 330,212 7.40 

462,136 688,001 1.48 

4,689 108,962 23.33 

1,192 238 .19 

12,615 33,423 2.64 

47,332 82,307 1.73 

72 72 1.00 

8 32 4.00 

1,174 11,250 9.58 

14 133 9.50 

3,093 4,632 1.4° 

2 2 

39 142 

24 6 

739,113 	3,048,815 

ZATTPCTA 

Badger 226 207 .91 

Bear, black 373 4,862 13.03 

Bear, brown 43 467 10.86 

Bear, white 16 391 24.43 
Beaver 10,656 182,380 17.11 

Coyote 1,990 12,954 6.51 

Ermine (weasel) 69,664 32,364 .46 

Fisher, 	or p.kan 317 21,444 67.64 

Fox, 	cross 232 15,089 65.03 
Fox, red 1,250 17,251 13.80 

Fox, 	silver 64 13,467 210.42 
Fox, blue 4 265 66.25 
Fox, 	wnite 84 2,199 26.17 
Lynx 991 21,339 21.53 

Marten or sable 2,762 65,822 23.03 
Mink 14,120 123,872 8.57 

Muiikrat 396,180 488,844 1.7 
Otter 1,489 33,714 22.1 
Rabbit 26 3 .11 
RacCoon 4 15 3.51) 
Skunk 3,077 5,574 1.81 
Wolf 1,457 11,889 8.15 
Wolverine or carcajou 79 1,213 15. 
Caribou 6 24 4.. 
Deer 10 10 1.. 
Elk 9 14 1. 
mouse 43  182 

Total 505,177 1,055,865 

$ 

C. 



n. 
41 :i, T:.t1 	Value and 	Avora... 	e 	of POits of 	r 

:arig AniDa.3 Taken 	in Canada, 	by fov1ncea, 
Season 1920-21. con. 

Kind Number of Total Value Average 

of 	Its Value per Felt 

• 
S. 

I 
er 461 401 .86 

E&ar, black 633 8,107 12.80 

Bear, 	brown 108 959 8.97 

Beaver 6,661 115,486 17.33 

Cojote 5,C07 29,454 5.88 

Ermine (weasel) 63,063 30,518 .48 

Fisher or pekan 58 3,766 64.93 

Fox, 	cross 313 17,362 55.53 

Fox, 	red 1,316 17,934 13.62 

Fox, 	silver 52 10,561 203.09 

Fox, white 66 1,907 28.89 

Fox. other 6 17 2.83 

Lynx 874 20,918 23.93 

Marten or sabla 2,600 65,444 25.17 

Mink 7,942 72,436 9.12 

Muskrat 245,745 295,011 1.19 

Otter 364 7,545 20.72 
Rabbit 304 33 .10 

Raccoon 55 170 3.09 

Skunk 3,854 7,006 1.81 

W1d Cat 6 8 1.33 

WOLI 1,239 11,066 8.93 

Wolverine or carcajou 70 984 14.05 

Deer 1 3 300 

Mose 5 15 3.00 

36 6 .16 

*ta1 341,839 717,149 

ALBERT A 

Badger 219 202 .92 

briar, 	black 1,40 18,376 12.67 

ar, 	brown 201 1,892 9.41 

B:ar, 	grizzly 12 186 15.50 

Beaver 11,195 194,321 17.35 

Coyote 5,904 38,803 6.57 

Ermine (weasel) 65,175 45,095 .52 
Fiher, 	or pekari 131 8,687 66.31 

Fox, 	cross 707 37,501 53.04 

Fox, 	red 1,303 21,824 16.68 

Fox. 	silver 129 23,838 184.79 

Fox, white 43 	. 1,001 23.27 

Fox. 	other 23 37 1.60 

Lynx 2,027 47,116 23.24 

Marten or s&ble 4,253 100,738 23.68 

MInk 8,943 90,008 10.06 

Muskrat 413,612 437,142 1.05 

Otter 302 8,107 20.68 

flabbit 23 3 .13 

:ccoon 27 103 3.81 

Thunk 3,462 7,236 2.10 

urre1, 	red 58 3 .07 

1f 371 2,230 7.69 

.1verio or carcajou 1C? 1,f27 14.27 

'ribou 6 27 4.50 

or 17 60 3.52 
k 2 18 8.00 

•:oee 44 318 7.22 

txer 2 17 8.50 
• 	e 	cat 8  1 .12 

1,067 

Ll 
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II 	Knd, Number, Total Value and Average Value of Pelts of Fur- 	l 

bearing Animais Taken in Canada, by Frovinces, 

Season 1920-21 .....con. 

Number of Total Value Average 

Pelts of Pelts Value per Pelt 

$ 

t 

Badger 24 25 1.08 

Bear, black 1,503 18,461 12.29 

Bear, 	brown 156 1,489 9.54 

Bear, grizzly 74 1,716 23.18 

Beaver 527 9.108 17.28 

Coyote 1,817 13,024 7.16 

Ermine (weasel) 19,795 9,060 .45 

Fisher or pekan 635 40,772 64.20 

Fox, 	cr088 275 13,815 50.3 

Fox, 	red 579 9,604 16.58 

Fox, 	silver 68 13,370 196.61 

Fox, white 238 7,624 32.03 

Fox, other 5 12 2.40 

Lynx 1,006 24,318 24.17 

Marten or sable 8,844 194,283 21.96 

Minc 8,177 53,106 6.49 

Muskrat 72,850 73,335 1.00 

Otter 497 7,296 14.68 

Rabbit 150 25 .16 

Raccoon 2,187 9,372 4.28 

Skunk 408 954 2.33 

Squirrel, 	red 30 2 .06 

Wild cat 43 101 2.34 

WoLf 188 1.591 8.46 

o1verino or carcajou 331 4,555 13.76 

Panther 15 72 4.80 

Civet cat  77 17 

Total 120,499 507,134 

NORI'HWEST TERRITORIES 

Bear, black 111 

Bear, 	brown 39 372 9.53 

Bear, grizzly 7 114 16.28 

Bear, white 208 5,249 25.23 

Beaver 2,571 46,945 18.25 

Ermine (weasel) 13,263 8,158 .61 

Fisher, 	or pekan 56 3,571 63.76 

Fax, 	cross 496 26,535 53.50 

Fox, red 951 15,932 16.57 

Fox, 	silver 55 8,998 163.60 

Fox. 	blue 68 4.868 71.58 
Fox, white 13,775 485.830 35.26 

Lynx 106 5.112 26.08 
Marten or 	sabi.; 10.409 253,004 24.30 
MInk 8.334 89.063 10.68 

Muskrat 156,620 185,156 1.18 

Otter 127 2,672 21.03 

Rabbit 17 2 .11 

Skunk 43 140 3.25 	F 

Wolf 174 3,790 21.73 
Wolvcri'ie or carcajou 184 2,505 
Caribou 50 400 8.C1 
Moose 1  - 	1 1.0. 

Total 	- 205,068 1,153,' 

V 



1.nd, 	Number, 	Tcti 	aid .v®rae 	'z.i'f .,... 	jV 	ui - 

baring Anim.e Taken 	In Canada, by ProvInco, 

Season i920-21 . con. 

Number of Total Value Average 
Pelts of Pelts Value per Pelt 

$ 

'JJJN 	TERRJTOIY 

129 1,592 12.34 

J3ar, 	brown 124 1,183 9.54 

Br, 	grizzly 44 1,020 23.18 

Coyote 36 253 7.02 

Ertne 	(weael) 540 243 .45 

Fox, 	roas 131 6,671 50.92 

Fox, 	red 450 7,434 16.52 

Fox, 	silver 94 18,756 199.53 
Lynx 182 4,396 24.15 

MarLn or 	sallle. 762 16,582 21.76 

Mink 508 3,945 6.49 

MuekreL 12,755 12,755 1.00 

Otter 42 618 14.71 

Woir 54 455 8.42 

W -iver1ne 	or carcajou 164  2,275 13.87 

Total 16,125 78,189 

• 	111. 	Arae Valuee of Felts 	for the Seasons 1919-20 and 1920-21. 

1919-20 1920-21 

Kind Average Value Average Value 

CANADA 

Badger 1.44 .96 

Bear, 	black 14.37 12.62 

Bear, 	brown 14.34 9.79 

Bear, grizzly 20.80 22.16 

Bear. white 31.77 24.62 

Beaver 25.30 16.31 

Coyote 17.35 6.40 

Ermine (weaeei) 1.25 .49 

Fibher, 	or pekan 84.43 58.86 

Fox, 	croe& 63.61 51,09 

Fox, 	red 22.29 11.61 

Fox. 	silver 246.46 151.99 

Fox, 	blue 69.32 76.75 

Fox, white 39.92 34.62 

Fox. 	other 14.38 4.22 

Lynx 24.75 23.09 

Marten or cable 32.73 2.87 

Mink 13.48 8.23 

Muskrat 2.54 1 24 

Otter ,  26.15 24.02 
F Habbi. .39 .22 

Raccoon 6.56 3.05 

Skunk 3.63 1.73 

Scuirrel. 	black 1.59 1.00 

Squirrel, 	red .22 .06 

W1d cat * 3.82 

Wolf 15.69 9.50 

Wclveri.- e or carcajou 21.01 13,90 

Caribou 10.91 7,10 

Deer 2.32 1.51 

Elk 3.10 2.56 

5.14 3.88 

a!tner 6.59 5.23 

Cvt cat .50 22 

.26 
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