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CANADA'S LEADING MINERAL FRCDUCTS
MAY 1930

Statistics for May relating to Canada’'s leading mineral products, as
coipiled by the Cominion Bureau of Statistics, show appreciable advances in
the production of many minerals, in comparison with output in the correspond-
ing month of 1926S.

Copper production from Canadian mources in May amounted to 27,481,810
pounds, an increase of 3.3 per cent over the total for the preceding month,
anl 42.9 per cent over the May, 1923, production, The current month's output
corsisted of 12.31 million pounds from Ontario, 7.78 million pounds from Bri-
tich Columbia, and 7.39 million pounds from Quebec and Nova Scotia. Canada's
copper production Juring the first five months of 1930 was Z8.7 per cent higher
than during the same period of last year. Mav opened with the United States
refinery price for electrolytic copper at 13.775 cents per pound; the low for
the month of 12.025 cents was reached on the eighth, but frcm the sixteenth to
the end of the month the price was firm at 12.775 cents per pound.

Gold production was up 1.9 per cent to a total of 168,267 ounces as
compared with 165,052 ounces prcduced in Mzy, 1929. Ontario’s ocutput amounted
10 141,752 ounces made up of 74,440 ounces frcm the Porcupine area, 65,124
ounces from Kirkland lake and 2,188 ounces from other sources. British Colum-
bia's production was 14,813 cunces; the remainder of the output was derived
frcm Nova Scotia, Quebec, Manitoba, and the Yukon.

Lead production from Nova Scotia, Ontario, British Columbia and the Yukon
wae 25,625,102 pounds as against £9,360,473 pounds in April, 1930, and 27,806,000
pounds in May, 1929. The cumulative total for 1930, of 143.3 million pounds is
15 5 per cent higher than the aggregate for the same months of the previous year,
Lead was quoted on the London mark-t at 3.788 cents per pound on May lst; the
closing quotation for the month was 3.911 cents per pound. The average price for
the month was 3.856 cents per pound.

Nickel output in May amounted to 9.5 million pounds, an increase of 2.1
per cent over the same month of 1929.

S8ilver output advanced 3.4 per cent to a total of 2,185,482 ounces; the
May, 1929, production was 2,112,979 ounces. Britieh Columbia was the chief pro-
ducing province with a production of 978,392 ounces; Ontario produced 820,370
ourices; the remainder of the output came from the Yukon, Qusbec, Nova Scotia and
Mariitoba in the order shown. Silver averaged 40.736 centa psr ounce on the New
York market as compared with 54.125 cents a year ago.

Zinc production of 19,896,561 pounls was slightly lower than the output
in the precedirg month but 13.7 per cent higher than the May, 1929, total of
17,500,028 pounds. Zinc quotatione on the London market have ghown a monthly
decline since March, 1929. The current month opened with zinc quoted at 3.612
certs per pound and closed at 3.788 cente; the monthly average was 3.621 cents
per pound.

Asbestos shipments totalled 23,045 tons in May as against 23.825 tons in
April, and 28,4.8 tons shipped in May, 1929.
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The output from Canadian coal minee during May was 1,114,848 tons, a de-
crease of 3.59 per cent from the 1525-1923 average for the month of 1,156,335
tons. Bituminous coal mined during the month amounted to ¢88,812 tons, sub-
tituminous coal 17,067 tons, and lignite coal, 108,959 tons. Mines in Nova
cotia produced 630,357 tons; in New Brunswick, 14,087 tone; in Saskatchewan,
21,024 tons; in Alberta, 281,724 tons; and in British Columbia, 157,616 tons.

Feldspar shipments amounted to 810 tons in May; the cumulative total for
1930 shows a 21.7 per cent decrease from the shipments during the first five
months of 1929.

An appreciable recovery was shown in gvpsum prcduction during May when
shipments totalled 112,358 tons as compared with 51,936 tons in the previous
morith and 109,245 tona in May, 15829.

A slight increase was recorded in the production of natural gas during May;
the output for the month was 2,107,290 thousand cubic feet, while in May, 1929,
Canadian wells produced 2,103,850 thousand cubic feet.

Petroleum production from Canadian wells in May amounted to 106,339 bar-
rel:, a 5.9 per cent increase over the April total and 5§ 5 per cent over the
production in May, 1929.

Ontario and Nova Scotia operators reported a production of 26,534 tons of
ealt in May. This production includes salt sold for commercial use and the salt
content of brine used by preducing companies.

The value of contracts awarded in Canada during May was $46,851,900 accord—
ing to the MacLean Building Review. Ths cumulative total for thae year to date
18 9.7 per cent lower than in the corresponding period of 1929 but it is 20.1 per
cent higher than the 1925-192% five-month average.

Sales of cement amounted to 1,206,554 barrels; in May, 1929, the production
was 1,233,644 barrels.

Clay products sold or ured by Canadian producers ware valued at $1,139,373
as against & value of $1.418,703 in Nay a year ago. During the current month
the Ontario production was 52.7 per cent of the total and the Quebec production
18.4 per cent.

Lime production was at a higher level in May, 1930, when 47,664 tons were

produced. Ontario operators accounted for 57.7 per cent of this total,
PRODUCTION OF LEADING MINERALS IN CANADA.
. Five Months ending
April May May May
Ches I 1870 1930 1929 1929 1930

Asbestos tons 23,825 £3,045 28,458 115,640 99,658
Cemant brls. 781,736 1,206,554 1,233,644 3,428,323 3,002,179
Clay Products '8 848,373 13188, 375 1 4184205 4,037,616 3,532,429
Coa. tons 907,451 1,114,848 1,404,861 754215918 "5k 0SgliGaE
Copper 1b. 26,899,188 27,481,810 19,232,242 94,706,673 131,438,6:¢
Feldspar tons 510 810 Bty o) 15,994 (L5202
Gold fine oz. 169,166 168,267 165,052 770,670 8C0, 784
Gvpsum tons 51,936 L2 <368 109,245 300,622 202,584
Lead lb. 29,360,473 26,625,102 27,806,000 124,072,602 143,312,399
Limo tons 42,412 47,664 47,396 226,502 208,733
Natural gas M4 cu. ft. 2,433,026 2,107,290 2,103,980 14,054,927 14,624,173
Nickel 1. . I0S190: 758 9,638,891 5,337,783 45,698,235 46,528,82¢
Petroleum brls. W08 355 106,339 100,779 361,911 518,481
Salt tons 26,792 26,534 27,420 124,996 120,974
Silver fine oz 2,568,017 2,185,482 2,112,979 7,694,348 10,119,154
Zinec 1IbJ 20,166,602, 719,886, 561 17,5C0,028 86,354,135 100,864,829
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