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Monthly Report on

CANADA'S LEADING MINERAL FRODUCTS
JANUARY 1931

More gold, silver, lead, zinc, cement and petroleum were produced 1in
Canada during January 1931, than in the corresponding month of 1930 according
to the Dcminion Bureau of Statistics latest report on Canada's leading mineral
procducts.

Canadian copper producers reported a prcduction of 21,859,908 pounds of
copper in January as comparcd with 22,148,648 pounds in December and 24,936,756
pounds in January 1630. Cutput during the month under review consisted cof 4.9
million pounds frem Quebec, 9.0 million pounds from Ontario, 2.3 million pounds
from Manitoba and 5.6 million pounds frcm British Columbia. The month opened
with electrolytic copper quoted at 10.275 cents per pound while the closing
quotation was 9.525 cents; the average for the month was 9.838 cents per pound.

January's gold prcducticn totalled 202,785 ounces, made up ¢f 160.016
ounces frem Ontario, 20,264 ounces from Quebec. 11,048 ounces from British
Columbia and the remainder from Nova Scotia, Manitoba and the Yukon. In De-
cember 1830 the total output was 227,558 ounces while in January cf the same
yvear, 154,114 ounces were produced.

Ontario, British Columbia and the Yukon were the c¢cnly provinces pro-
ducing lead during January. The total output for the month was 28,589,411
pounds; in the correeponding menth «f last year 23,231,247 pounds were pro-—
duced. The London market for lead was unsettled during January and the average
price for the month recorded a further decline to 3 01 cents per pound as ccm-
pared with 3.32 cents in December.

Nickel production amounted to 6.5 million pounds in January. TFalcon-
tridge Mines. Limited, resumzd shipments of nickel-copper matte during the
month. .

The Canadian production of silver during January totalled 2,117,670
ounces, a decline of 4.9 per cent from the December output of 2,202,875 ounces,
but an advance of 23.9 per cent over the January 1930 total of 1,709,222 ounces.
According to the Engineering and Mining World, silver quotations in January fell
to a new all-time lcw of 28,5 cents per ounce in New York. The average price
far the month was 28.423 cents par cunce.

Manitoba and British Columbia were the only prcducers of zinc in Canada
in January. Output during the month was recorded at 20,313,866 pounds, a de—
cline of 13.2 per cent from the Decembzr total but an advance of 14.4 per cent
over the January 1930 production. The average price of zinc on the London
markst was 2.77 cents per pound as against 2.S9 cents in Cecembsr and 4.255
cents in January 1930.
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Asbestos shipments were lcwer in January and amounted to 12,807 tons., as

\ against 17,480 tons in Decemher and 17,117 tons in January 1930.

Shipments of feldespar were reccrded at 6CO0 tons: in January last year

-~ 2,540 tons were shipped.

Gypsum production in January amount=d to 10,000 tons as compared with
11.277 tcns in the correspcnding menth of 1930.

The output of Canadian coal during January of 1,164,458 tons recorded a
decline of 24.7 per cent from the five-ysar average for the month of 1,545,323
tons. January output consisted of 455,307 tons from Alberta, 438,491 tons from
Nova Scotia, 166,475 tons from British Columbia, 83,411 tons from Saskatchewan
and 20,814 tons from New Brunswick.

Natural gas productlion in January amounted to 3,200,000 thousand cubic
feet; Alberia wells supplied 65.9 per cent of this total, Ontario wells 31.1
per cent and New Brunswick wells 3 per cent.

Petroleum prcduction frem Canadian wells amountzd to 179.711 barrels in
January as compared with the record monthly ocutput in December of 186,898 barrels
and the January 1930 total of 100,4%6 barrels. Alberta’s production during the
month under revicw totalled 168,780 barrels made up of 159,588 barrels of crude
naphtha, 8,484 barrels of light crude and 713 barrels of heavy cruds.

The production of commercial salt and the salt content of brine produced
for use in chemical works reached a total of 17,641 tcns in January, a decline
nf 28.1 per cent from the January 1930 output of 24,530 tons.

Cem=nt sales of 335,469 barrels werc 24.6 per cent above the total for
January 1930 but 13 per cent belcw the January 1529 production.

The value of clay prcducts prcduction during January was $457,190; Onta-—
rio operators accounted for 45.7 per cent of this total and those in Quebec 23.4
per cent. In January 1930. total shipments wers valued at $477,449 or 4.2 per
cent higher.

Lime production in Janua:y of 28,874 tons, was thse lcwest mecnthly output
cn record for the past two years.
PRODUCTION OF LTADING MINERALS IN CANADA,

Twelve Months ending

December anuary January December
e s | = 1930 1931 e 1929 1930
Ashestos tons 17,489 12,807 i Un 2wl 7 306,085 242 112
Cement brls. 452,571 $35.469 £69,195 12,284.081 11,032,539
Clay Products $ 495,315 457,190 477.449 13,604,643 10,697,218
Coal teons ,£85.629 1,184,498 1,643,622 17,496,557 14,878,728
Cepper lb. 22,148,648 21,859,9C 24,936,756 248,120,760 303,356,644
Feldspar tons 3,340 600 2.540 37,527 27,423
Gold fine cz. 229,558 202, 166 154,114 1,928,308 2,107,073
Gypsum tons 23,404 16,000 L 257 1,211,689 1,040,883
Lead 1b. 32,854,426 28,889,411 23,231,247 326,522,566 333,067,797
Lime tons 525315 28,874 42,437 - 674,087 507,850
Natural gas M cu. ft. 3,620,765 3,2C0,000 3,888,517 28,378,462 29,104,57°
Nickel 1B 5,393,656 6,500,¢44 9,228,010 110,275,912 103,768,857
Petroleum brls. 186,893 179,711 100,496 1,117,368 1 .5508E2N
Selt tons 15,5800 17,641 24,530 330,264 268,851
Silver fine cz. 2 $2028 8175 2 1175 670 1,709,222 23,145,261 26,435,935
Zinc 1b. 23,409,282 20,313,866 17,754,289 197,267,087 267,665,479
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