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Canada's leading mineral products report for March, just issued by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics shows increases in the production of gold, silver, 
zinc, petroleum and cement over the totals for the corresponding month of 1930. 

Copper production in Canada totalled 25508,733 pounds, an increase of 
11 per cent over the February output but a decline of 9.5 per cent from the 
March, 1930, totaL During the month under review Ontario produced 12.46 
million pounds; British Columbia, 5.57 million pounds; Quebec, 5.39 million 
pounds; and Manitoba 1  2.08 million pounds. Electrolytic copper averaged 9.354 
cents per pound on the New York market as compared with 9.724 cents per pound 
in February and 17.775 Ceflt8 per pound in March of the preceding year. 

Canadian gold production continued at a high level in March when 203,818 
ounces were produced. In February the output was 195,118 ounces and in March, 
1930, the production was 163,771 ounces. During the month under review Onta-
rio's output was 165,697 ounces, consisting of 84,947 ounces from Kirkland Lake, 
76,238 ounces from the Porcupine area, and 4,512 ounces from other sources; 
Quebec's output was 19,029 ounces; British Coltmbia's 11,125 ounces; Manitoba, 
Nova Scctia and the Yukon accounted for the remainder. 

Lead quotations on the London market showed a further decline in March 
to 2.85 cents per pound as against 2.92 cents in February. Production in 
Canada showed a sharp rise to 27,650,026 pounds as compared with 19,326,369 
pounds in Februa:y. Output during March, 1930, amounted to 32,235,285 pounds. 

Nickel output in March was recorded at 8,358,289 pounds, thus making 
the aggregate for the first quarter, 21,552,418 pounds. 

Silver production from Canadian sources amounted to 1,886,652 ounces in 
March, a decline of 10.7 per c-nt from the February total but an increase of 
4.0 per cent over the March, 1930, output. According to the Engineering and 
Mining World, early in the month silver developed considerable strength the 
price advancing to 31.375 cents per ounce on March 16, a new high for the year. 
Silver quotations averaged 29.192 cents per ounce for the month as compared 
with 26.773 cents per ounce in February. 

Canadian producers of zinc reported an output of 23,297,788 pounds of 
refined metal in March, an increase of 13.3 per cent over the February product-
ion and 4.2 per cent over the March, 1930, total. The average price for zinc 
on the London market in iuiarch was slightly lower at 2.65 cents; in February 
London quotations averaged 2.67 cents per pound. 

Asbestos production from Canadian mines amounted to 13,114 tonB, as corn-
pared with 13,147 tons shipped in February and 19,559 tons in March, 1930. 
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of ci di 	March, a decline 

1 per cent from the five-year average for the month of 1,281,488 tons. 

ie  output during March consisted of 766,109 tons of bituminous coal, 27,804 

tons of sub-bituminous coal and 255,437 tons of lignite coal. 

Feldspar shipments during March totalled 800 tone; in the corresponding 

mcnth of last year 1,195 tons were produced. 

Canadian producers shipped 10,828 tons of gypsum during March, a decrease 

of 43.5 per cent from the February total and 30.5 per cent from March, 1930, 

production. 

Natural gas production in Canada reached a total of 2,750,721 thousand 

Cubic feet as against 3,016,480 thousand cubic feet produced in March last 

year. 

Canadian wells produced on an average 5,173 barrels of petroleum daily 

during March; the average for February was 5,559 barrels and for March, of the 

preceding year 3,850 barrels. Alterta's production in March was 149,748 

barrels; Ontario's, 9,914 barrels; and New Brunswick's, 696 barrels. 

The producticn of salt for ccamercial purposes by Ontario and Nova Scotia 

operators amounted to 13,346 tons in March. Prior to March. 1931, salt product-

ion included commercial salt sold and the salt content of brine used for chemi-

cal purposes; in March and in the three months total for 1931, only the comrner-

cial tonnages are shown on the table below. 

Cment sales have shown a rising trend during the first quarter of 1931; 

the total for the period was 1,343,846 barrels as compared with 1,013,869 bar -
rels produced in the corresponding period of 1930. 

Clay products sales were valued at $548,181 in March, a falling-off of 

11.6 per cent from the value recorded in March, 1930. 

Shipments of lime amounted to 30,989 tons in March, thus making the total 

for the first quarter 86,510 tons, or 27 per cent below the production reported 

in the first three months of 1930. 

PRODUCTION OF LEADING MINERALS IN CANADA. 

Three Months ending 

February March March March 

1931 1931 1930 1930 1931 

AsbestcS tons 13,147 13,114 19,559 52,788 39.068 

Cement brla. 409,010 599,367 448,884 1,013,889 1,343,846 

Clay Products 	$ 420,446 548,181 620,421 1,544,683 1,425,817 

Ocal tons 962,306 1,049,350 1,136,765 3,945,207 3,190,012 

Ccpper lb. 22,970,724 25,508,733 28,194,655 77,357,632 70,339,365 

Feldspar tons 377 800 1,195 11,205 1,777 

Gold fine oz. 195,118 203,818 163,771 463,321 601,721 

Gypsum tons 19,162 10,828 15,5 73 38,260 39,990 

Lead lb. 19,326,869 27,650,026 32,235,285 87,326,822 75,566,303 

Lime tons 26,647 30,989 40,108 116,663 86,52( 

Natural gas M Cu. 	ft. 2,976.140 2,750.721 3,016,480 10,083,859 8,926,8(i 

Nickel lb. 6,693,185 8,358,289 9,836,941 26,799,180 21,552,418 

Petroleum brie. 155,651 160,358 119,350 309,807 495,720 

Salt tons 16,784 +13,346 22,873 67,648 +35,215 

Silver fine oz. 2,111,765 1,886,652 1,814.597 5.365,655 6,116,087 

Zinc lb. 20,553,489 23,297,788 22,347,219 60,787,664 64,165,143 
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