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NOTICE 

The annual reports preparedby thelndustry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau 
of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I—The Primary Industries, 
including mining, forestry and sheries; Volume Il—Manufacturing; Volume HI — Merchan-
dising and Services. The volumes are made up of parts, and the parts in turn are subdivided 
according to the industries or provinces which they comprise. 

Volume II consists of the following parts, the first two of which deal with manufac-
turing as a whole and the balance with the major manufacturing groups. 

I—General Review of the Manufacturing Industries, $1.50. 
II - The Manufacturing Industries of Canada, (7 sections, as follows:) 

Section A. Summary for Canada, 25't 
Section B. Atlantic Provinces, 25 
Section C. Quebec, 25 
Section D. Ontario, 25 
Section E. Prairie Provinces, 25d 
Section F. British Columbia, 25 
Section G. The Manufacturing Industries of Canada, 

Regional Distribution, 75 
III - Foods and Beverages 
IV— Tobacco and Tobacco Products 
V - Rubber Products 

VT—Leather Products 
VII - Textile Mills 

VIII —Knitting Mills 
IX - Clothing 
X - Vvood and Paper Products 

Xl - Printing Trades 
XII —Iron and Steel Products 

Xlii - Transportation Equipment 
XIV - Non-ferrous Metal Products 
XV - Electrical Apparatus and Supplies 

XVI - Non-metallic Mineral Products 
XVII —Products of Petroleum and Coal 

XVIII - Chemicals and Allied Products 
XIX - Miscellaneous Manufactures 

The present report belongs in Part VI, Leather Products. IL Is punched to permit of 
filing In a ring binder along with others of the group. The reports In this group are: 

A—General Review, 25 
B—The Leather Footwear and Leather Boot and Shoe Findings Industries, 25 
C—The Leather Glove and Mitten Industry, 25t 
D—The Leather Tanning Industry, 25 
Fi— Th dis(:el1an:)us Leather Products and Leather Relting Industries, 25 



LEATHER PRODUCTS 
1954 

GENERAL REVIEW 

The leather products group of industries, which 
includes those shown in the table below, did not 
experience a very prosperous year in 1954, the gross 
value of shipments, at $206,512,812, beIng 7 p.c. 
below the $222,410,182 recorded for 1953. All the 
component Industries, except leather belting, re-
corded lower inventories at the end of the year with 
the result that the estitted gross value of pro-
duction amounted to $205,721,864. 

The number of reporting establishments was 673 
or 22 fewer than In 1953. The number of empkrees 
was 7 p.c. lower, salaries and wages fell by 5 P.C., 
cost of materials by 13 p.c. and the value added by 
manufacture by 1.5 p. c., but this latter figure is not 
strictly comparable as changes in inventory were 
not taken Into account in computing the 1953 figures. 

The group falls naturally Into two sections, a 
primary" one consisting of the tanning of leather 

and a "secondary" one, comprising those industries 
that produce consumer goods from tanned leather. 
This section includes the leather belting, leather 
boot and shoe findings, leather footwear, leather 
gloves and miscellaneous leather products indus-
tries. 

In the tanning industry there were 5 fewer firms 
reporting and the gross value of shipments was 11 
p.c. below that of 1953. Emplclyment was lower by 

C p.c., earnings by 7 p.c., the cost of materials by 
22 p.c., and that of fuel and electricity by 7 p.c. 

The secondary section, taken as a whole, re-
corded 17 fewer reporting firms with a decline of 6 
p.c. in gross value of shipments. The number of 
employees was lower by 7 p. c., earnings by 5 p. C., 
and the cost of materials by 10 p. c. but that of fuel 
and electricity rose by 9 p.c. The reduction of gross 
value of shipments in the individual industries was: 
belting, 26 p.c.; shoe findings, 3 p.c.; footwear, 6 
p.c.; gloves, 19 p.c. and miscellaneous leather 
products, 0.2 p.c. 

The lower volume of production in the tanning 
industry is indicated by the smaller number of hides 
and skins handled, which declined by 270,000 or 
7 p. c. Shipments of leather footwear declined by 5 
p.c., of leather gloves by 9 p.c. and of leather 
belting by 28 p. c. In the miscellaneous leather 
goods industry, which was the least affected in so 
far as value of shipments was concrned, it is 
difficult to assess the volume, owing to the variety 
of products made, but there were declines in the 
volume of such items as hand luggage, leather 
shopping and sports bags, body belts and leather 
washers and gaskets. On the other hand, increased 
shipments were shown for fabric bags, custom-built 
luggage, toilet and cigarette cases, hand bags, bill-
folds and wallets, school bags and chamois lining. 

TABLE 1. Principal Statistics of the Leather Products f;roup of IndustrIes, 1953 and 1954 

Industry 
Esta- 
buSh- Earnings 

Cost a 

naiais 
Cost of 

ery 
Value added 
manucture 

Gross 

seL 

1953 
Primvy: 

Leathertanning ............................. 60 4,051 11,757,538 30,354,423 1,111,472 16,530,503 47,996,398 
Secondary: 

14 162 444.437 963,801 20.981 760,601 1,745,383 
Leather boot and shoe findings 29 616 1.530,633 3,146.511 86.593 2.13,960 5,417,064 
Leather footwear .......................... • 286 21.497 44.036,122 65,210,564 629,656 65,466,899 131,307.119 
Leather gloves and mittens 80 2,068 3,603,161 4.801.051 52.458 4,832,932 9,686,441 
Miscellaneous 	leather products 226 4,674 9,593,604 11.939,829 155581 14,162,367 26,257777 
Totah, Secondy Industries .... 635 20,017 5Q,207, 957 86,067, 756 945, 269 8 7,406, 759 174, 413, 	d4 

Totals, Leather and Products 693 33,068 70,965,495 116,416,179 2,056,741 103,937,262 222,410,182 

Leather belting ............................. 

1954 
P rimy: 

LeaThertanning ............................. 55 3,798 10.902.715 23,532.397 1.037.697 17.578,302' 42.609,053 
Seco ndary: 

12 134 409,102 513,086 24,544 768,070' 1.286,612 
Leather boot and shoe findings 29 585 1,448,744 2,958.023 75,003 2,193,398' 5,274,404 

279 20,289 42,177,181 58,624,941 679.729 63.839,887 123.244,402 

Leather belting .............................

Leather gloves and mittens ... 67 1,468 2,714,640 3,773.271 12,201 3,895,263 7,879,079 
Miscellaneous leather products 231 4,474 9,509,375 11,849.135 19,573 14.130,344' 26,219.262 

Leather footwear ........................... 

TotoAs, Secondary Industries 618 26, 950 56,259,042 77, 718,456 1,028,050 84,826, 962 1.53, 903, 759 

Totals, Leather and Products 673 30,748 67,161,757 101,230,853 2,063,747 102,405,264 206,312,812 

1. These figures differ from those shown in the original reports of the individual industries, where no allowance 
was made for inventory change when computing the value added by manufacture. 
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