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WHOLESALE: Easier price tendencies in April lowered the composite weekly wvholesale, .. ‘_;‘v.
price index for 30 industrial materials 0.2 points to 96.8 between March 26 and April
23, The sub-grouvp index for five food items dipped 1.1 to 94.0 on lower prices for
wheat, oats, hogs and steers, while the stable group reacted 0.1 to 116.0 on lower steel
sheet prices resulting from seasonal rcductions in freight rates. The manufacturing
materisls series of 13 items remained unchanged at 82,8, For Canadian farm products,
weakness in ficld produects was sufficient to lower the composite weekly index 0.2 to
92,2 between March 26 and April 23. In the field products section easier quotations for
grains, hay and onions more than outweighed advances for potatoes and tobacce to reducse
the index 0.3 to 70.7. The animal products sub-group held unchanged at 118,2, with
losses for livestock being balanced Wy increases for sheepskins, poultry and eggs.

COST OF LIVING: (Wartime increase 16,7 per cent--from 100.8 to 117.6). The Dominion
Bureau of Statistics cost-of-~living index advanced from 117.2 on Merch 1 to 117,6 on
April 1. This index which has been specificd as the basis for celculating cost-of-
living bonus adjustments under Order-in-Council P.C. 5883, has incressed 16.7 per cent
between August, 1929 and April, 1943. The April rise was due meinly to a further in-
crease for foods, but fractional advances were recorded also for clothing and mis-
cellencous items. The food index mounted from 127.7 on March 1 to 128.7 on April 1,

as meats, potatoes, cheess, and oranges registered increases. ZEggs showed the only
appreciable decline. The fractional rise in clothing from 120.1 to 120.2 was due to
scattered advances in women's wear. Miscellaneous items moved up from 107.5 to 107,7
because of increases in newspaper rates and barbers! prices.

SECURITIES: The Investors' weekly index on the base 1935-39=100 moved down 0,7 p.Ce

to 81.8 between April 1 and 29 after touching a peak of 83.2 for the week of the 22nd.
Most pronounced losses were sustained for the industrisl issues, the index for this
series easing 2.0 p.c. to 76.5 compared with an advance of 3.9 p.e. to 100.7 for
utilities. Sub-groups registering losses were oils, off 4.6 p.c. to 65.9; industrial
mines 3.9 p.c. to 79.0 and machinery and equipment 0.3 p.c. to 99.2. Gains were noted
for other sub-groups with transportation stocks registering the sharpest increase, up
6.7 p.c. 8t 121.4. Pulp and paper issues added 5.4 p.c. to close at 82.4; beverages
5.3 p.c, to 128.8; milling 4.4 p.c. to 92,9; power and traction 3.2 p.c. to 95,5 and
telephone and telegreph 2.2 p.c. to 96.2., Mining stocks were considerably weaker in
April, following the substantial advances of the preceding five months. A composite
index for 25 representative stocks declined 3.5 p.c. to 66.0 between April 1 and 28
with golds dipping 4.0 p.c. to 55,9 end base metals 2.8 pec. to 85.9. Based upon

a 15-year 3 p.c, theoretical bond issue which held at a yleld of 3,00 Dominion of
Canada long-term bond prices were steady in April,

SUMMARY OF PRICE INDEXES

(1926=100 for Wholesale Prices)
(1935-39-100 for Cost of Livins and Security Prices)

N S April, 1943
1l R, e Week ended -
1942 } 1943 | 18t | acﬁ“‘“gisfﬁ ~ 22nd, 29%h
WHOLESALE / ! | : ;
Brdaeitsiial, Maieri’al s oo v vatios 93.5 | 96.6 | 97,0 ! 96,9 ae7 4" SEN8F 4 -
Canadian Farm Products .:....... . Tgl.dal 9142 | 9Bl ' 9245’ QL0 . 92,8 | o
COST OF LIVING (lst of month).... 115.9 (117.2 | eememcme——ew- L T [y
Investors' Price lndex(95 common | i '
e T R anin . tel.l ! a1 | 82,4 , 82,9 | 82,5 | BE.2 | €L8
68 Industrials .......... ireres 11B6.8 | RO} o781 | 7802 | TS L 0. | FENE
ICMURTER I es o omaime s of s b hs o oe 66.3 ' 92,1 , 96,9 = 99.7 102.0 | 103.0 !'100,7
Mining Stock Price Index(25 stocks);49.3 | 650 ., €8,4 | 7LJY | U684 |, BHel , B6:0
R AR ;. camm e s o3 7 s e » ' & ; 588 ; S6B.2 : g2us 1 Qs |\ Bive | 15589
B sc Mehals gt uais =y . ;72,8 | 83,4 ¢ B8.4 ' 89,4 1 86,5 | 86.3 | 85.9
Dominion of Canada Long-Term Bondsﬁ f : I ! :
BNl TedeX  crerae <« o oxerord) s salens N ! WME T GRS | WS { SNGE 1T 9SS ! 97.3
Foreign Exchange Quotatlons- ! i | ! ! i
noon rates at Montreal i | j ! ;
UeSy diolillers (X)..0oocr... LAollar® 1,106 (105 1305 | 1.0056 ; L2088 | HaHES '1.105
S bns (%) .. iy e e o B dollars 4,450 14,450 4,450 4.450 4,450 ' 4,450 4,450

L Yeek ends Friday instead of Thureday. (x) Average of dally buying and selling rates
get by the Canadian Foreign Exchange Control Board since September 16, 1939,
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