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WHOLESALE: Advances for foods and manufacturing materials were sufficlent {‘:move' er"'?:‘
Bureau's composite weekly index for 30 industrial materials 0.2 po1ntq“iﬂgh vto 96.9 |
(1926=100) betwesn April 30 and May 28. TFor five foode there was an 1nneX? cé of , |
0.2 points to 94.6 in this interval, due to incireases for oats and steens g%ﬁhﬁdut- *'!
weighed declines for wheat and hogs. The manufacturing materials series stiffehed-0.l

to 82.7 on an advance in rosin, while the stable group of 12 items held steady at 116.0.
Exceeding the previous 13-year peask of 92,5 in July, 1937 Canadian farm product prices
moved to a new peak of 94.5 for the week of May 7, while the month's closing figure of
94,4 indicated a gain of 1.9 over the final April level. On higher prices for rye,
potatoes, onions and prairie hay, field procduces advanced 2,7 points to 79.7 during May,
while an increase of 0.6 pcints to 119.1 fcr animal products reflected stronger quote-
tions for certain livestock items and sheepskins which outweighed a moderate seasonal
reaction for eggs.

COST OF LIVING: (Wartime increase 17.2 per cent.--from 1060.8 to 118.1) The Dominion
Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanced from 117.6 on April 1 to 118.1 on

May 1. The May increase was affected by grvoup indexes for foods, rents, and miscellaneous
jtems. The food index, which mounted from 128,7 to 129.9, contributed the major part of
the advance. Although eggs recorded furthe» slight declines, meats were generally higher
and potatoes and onions alsc increased in price. The rent index gained fractionally

from 111.3 to 111.5. The miscellaneous .tems index increased from 107,7 to 108,0, due

to an advance in the periodicals sub-group. Qsher indexes remained unchenged, fuel and
1ight at 112,7, clothing at 120.2. and homefurnishings and services at 117.8.

SECURITIES: Pronounced strength in security prices in the cpening week of May gave way
to weakness influenced by profit-taking in the second and third weeks. Recovery in the
final week, however, broughi prices in msst instances dack to peak levels for the month.
Closing at 83.9 for the veek of May 27, the Investors’ index registered an increase of
2.6 p.c. over the final April figure. trength was reflected mainly in utilities which
as a group advanced 5.9 p.c. tc 106.6, Thie comparet with a galn of 1.7 p.ce. to 77.8

for industrials. Among sub-groups most proncunced strength was noted for transportation
issues, 11.7 p.c. higher at 135.6; machinery and equipment shares 6.3 p.c. up at 105.4;
power and traction stocks 6.2 p.c. at 101.4; pulp and paper 5.8 p.c. at 87.2; oils 3.3 p.c.
at 68.1 and building materials 2.7 p.c. at 91.2. Losses occurred for telephone and tele-
graph issues off 2.8 p.c. at 93.5; textiles and clcthing 1.€ p.c. at 119.4; foods and
allied products 0.3 p.c. at 87.9 and banks 0.2 p.c. at 80.7. In the mining stock section
the composite index for 25 representative issues dipped 0.6 p.c. to 65.6 between April

29 and May 27, with the entire drop coming in the fiunal week of the month., Golds were
off 1.4 p.c. at 55.1 while base metals stiffered 0.7 p.c. to 86,5. Dominion of Canada
long-term bond prices were steady in May as indicated by a 15-year 3 p.c. theoretical
issue which held unchanged at a yield of 3.00.

SUMMARY CF PRICE INDEXES
(1926=100 for Wholesale Prices)
(1935-39=100 for Cost of Living and Security Prices)
May, 1943
Week ended -
8th 13th 20th 27th

May April
1942 | 1943

WHOLESALE / s :
ISGEERIrial " Materdals « - .o v oovuma . 1 94,2 86,7, ¢ 96,8 | 9€.8 896.8 I 9659
GaRleasiAR slaTm Produet® « ... v ine vt s 80.2 qae 3 i 94,5 94,0 94,1 94,4
GOSP OF BIVING (1st of month) ..... o 1D (I oy (o e =l 1184, toeheduet ety
Investors! Price Index(95 com.stocks) 62.0 82.% 83.8 82.8 83.0 83,9
EIENTRAIISHRAIBIE: o areams o e o R A ome ; o 77.4 %Shs ke 76,7 0 (73] 7748
RRD RS IMBIRETIEIR 0. mamrole o Lonere aio s oo 664 it HElndowt'  N@oeds ¢ 0550 1052 I NEER6
Mining Stock Price Index{25 sto"ks) Sl 7 )1 riE8ws 67,1 67.1 67.0 65.6
ZERN Lo I SR i S A . 39.6 ; 59.0 56.4 867 N IS8 BEkE.
SR RIRIMIE A ] Tk e o BT ST e e 75,8 74 870 88.2 87.6 87.7.% BB«
Dominion of Canada Long-Term Bonds- ' i
MGG ISR . . o ek e aeage pee o e 5 gg o5 RGP G 97%.3 | s 97.3 97.3
Foreign Exchange Quotations - ‘ j
noon rates at Montreal i
POASIT dollars 7 NG e Jdol. a1 005 1105 IR ! 1.105 , 1,105 ' 1,105
Sterlin O oG R s _uo.dollars 4.450 4,450 4,450 4,450 ' 4.450 4,450

Week ends Friday instead of Thursday. (X) average of daily buylng and selling rates
set by the Canadian Foreign Exchange Control Board since September 16, 1939.
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