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PRICE MOVIMENTS JANUARY, 1944 (PRELIMINARYE | Filo Copy b
WHOLESALE: A minor decline occurred in the average level of Soni ~£aym-paoduct prices

in January, 1944. There was a reduction nf 0.3 points to 104,0 {1926=100) in the com- ‘¢4
posite weckly index between December 31 and Janvary 28, The index for animal products
dropped 1.7 points to 123.7 on contimued seasonal declines in eggs coupled with slightly
easler quotations for livestook. Field producte, however, were firmer, stiffening 0.5
points to 92.2, largely dve to advances in potato prices in line with additions to stor-
age charges. Hay end cnions also were slightly stronger.

Fractional strongth in the manufacturing materials section was reflected in
a gain of 0,1 to 99.6 in the composite weekly index for 30 industrial materials between
Decombor 31 and Jamuary 28. A firmer price tone for rosin supported a gein of 0.2 to
83.1 for 1i manufacturing materlals while the stable group index remained unchenged at
120.1. Food materiais were weaker, the index for 5 commoditiecs easing 0.8 points to
101.5 on a lower price for stecrs.
COST OF LIVING: (Wartimc increase 18.1 per cent from 100.8 to 119.0). The Dominion
Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index doclined from 119,3 for December 1, 1943 to
119.0 for Jenuary 3, 1944. Grouvp indexes for foods and homefurnishings end ssrvicos
moved lower while thosc for fuel and ligating and miscellanecous items advanced. Thoe faod
indox fell from 13Z.7 for December to 13i.5 for January as sharp declines in egg prices
outwelghed scatiered increases fur Lutter, meate, and fresh vegetebles. The homefurnish-
ings and services index dropped from 118.8 to 118.4 due to a decreassc in the furniture
section, Higher coal prices advanced the fuel and lighting index from 111.9 to 112.7,
while increases in health costs raised the miscellaneous index from 108.6 to 108.9,
Other groups remained unchanged, ren%e at i11.9, and clothing at 121.1
SECURITIES: There was a noticeably firmer tone for security prices in Jamiary, with gains
accumulated mainly in lhe opening week., ¥rom a level of 79.9 for Degember 30, the In-
vestors' composito index advanced to 81.8 for the week of January 6, while the month's
closing figure of 81,3 showed a net increase of 1.8 p.cs Utilities averaged 3.3 p.c.
higher at 99,3, fealured by a galn of 4.1 p.c. for transportation issues. Milling stocks,
up 7.9 p.c. and pulp and paper issues 5.7 p.c. higher, led the advance in industrials
which recorded an over-all rise of 1.3 p.c. Bank shares and telephone and telegraph issues
wore fractionally luwer. GCalns in mining shares were substantially greater than those
for industrials and utilities, and an index of 25 mining issucs increased 5,2 p.c. to
78.8. The gold stock index registered a gain of 5.5 p.c. to 72,3, while base metals
noved 4.2 pec. higher to 90.2. Dominion of Canada long-term bonds registered no change
during January, and the yieid on a i5-year 3 p.c. theorstical 1ssue remained at 3,00.

SUMMARY OF PRICE INDEXES
(1926=100 for Wholesale Prices)

__,_11955~79-190 for Cost of Living and Security Prices)

i : ¥ ' Jamary, 1944
¢ Jan. GCs !
; 1943 yoas | | Weeklended —‘
6th : 13th | 20th §{ 27th
WHOLESALE / ! ! ; [
BB Al Materials .......one casn. . } 96,1 99,4 | 99.5 | 99.6 | 99.6 99.6
Canadian Farm Preducts ..ccveevvnen s } 87.7 | 104,6 | 103.9 ' 103.9 103.9 | 104,0
COST OF LIVING (1st of month) R N B T R ——
115y ol T A S S AR s Ap ey BRI (| e i S e - S LT Sope N e QL
INVESTORS' PRICE INDSX(OF common stocks)| 76,3 | 80.5 | 81.8 | 81.7 | 81.9 | 81,3
L T T T cens TR Egg | WY 788 1N LAY SRR
18 Utilities SR N s Hals R A, § & 2 . o Smeialienolh i QOoO 9606 10001 9991 9992 99.3
MINING STOCK PRICE INDEX (25 stocks).. | 60.0 74,9 | 7.8 78.1 79.5 | 78.8
T S S ol ==\ ’ 50,1 68,5 | 3.8 | e 5.2 1 e
LY T R R . | 79.4 | 86,5 89.2 88,1 90.5 | 90.2
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£ Weck ends Friday instoad of Thursday.
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