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VHOLRSALR: Canadian farm product price indexes recorded moderate st ength in Februar%r

rising from & final January level of 104.3 to 104.9 for the week of February.
23. Field products moved up 0.3 to 93.9, reflecting higher prices for rye, hay, potatoes
and onions. In the animal products section, fimmer prices for livestock and eggs were
responsible for a gain of 0.9 to 123,2 between January 26 and February 23.

The composite index for 30 industrial material prices advenced 0.1 to 100.1
(1926=100) between the weeks of January 26 and February 2, where it held for the remainder
of the month. Strength in food materials was malnly responsib;e for the advance, the
index for this series moving up 0.3 to 99.9 during the month due to higher prices for
steers and hogs. Reflecting afractionsl increase in raw cotton quotations, the manu-
facturing materlals sudb-group index stiffened 0.1 to 84,5 in the third week of February,
while the stable seriss contimued unchazged at 120.3 throughout the month.

COST OF LIVING: (Wartime increase 17.7 p.c.~-100.,8 to 118.6). The Dominion Bureau of
Statistics cost-of-living index remained unchanged at 118.6 between

January 2 and February 1, 1945. Increases in the foods and homefurnishings and services
gub-groups were balanced by declines in the fuel and light and clothing sectlions. For
fouds a galn of 0.4 to 130.6 was due to higher prices for fresh vegetables and certain
fralts and meats which outweighed continued weskness in eggs. In the homefurnishings
ard services section an index increase of 0,1 to 118,4 reflected scattered inereases in
ne furniture and floor coverings sections. Fuel and 1light recorded a sharp drop to
207.4 from 109.1 due to further rebates in electricity bllls coupled with a rate reduc~
tion in Toronto. Clothing, the only other group to register a charge, eaged 0.1 to 121,7
retlecting lower prices for women's wear and plece goods which outweighed etrength in
Tootwear. Rentals at an index level of 112.0 and miscellaneous 1tems at 109.2 remained
1nchanged.

SECURITIES: On expanding volume security prices continued buoyant on Canadian etock
exchanges during February. Between the weeks of January 25 and February 22
:Le Investors' inde. for 100 common stocks advanced from 88.8 to 94.4 for a galn of
6.3 p-cs Utilities were 7.3 p.c., higher at 114.4, while the index for industrials moved
np 6.9 p.c. to 88.8, Among sub-group changes transportation issues rose 20.1 p.c. to an
index level of 159.8, reflecting substantial strength in C.P.R. following announcement
of a dividend de: 1aration of 75 cents per common share. Industrials mines recorded a
gain of 14,3 p.c. to touch 82,1, while beverages were up 6.4 p.c. at 185.4; power and
traction 4.9 p.c. at 103.5, oils 4.5 p.c, at 78,3, and machinery and equipment 4.1 p.c.
at 124,2, Mining stocks, paralleling the rise in industrials and utilitles, reglstered
a gain of 5.9 p.c, to 91.8 between January 25 and February 22. Sub-group index changes
showed base metals up 5.9 p.c. at 98,4, while the gold series of 22 representative issues
closed the month 5.8 p.c. higher at 87.3. The yleld on a theoretical Dominion of Canada
15-year 3 p.c. issue remained unchanged until the final week of February when a drOp of
+01 to 2.97 occurred.

SUMMARY OF PRICE INDEXES
(1926=100 for Wholesale Prices)
(1935-39=100 for Cost of Living and Security Prices)

February, 1945
Feb. Jan, ngk ended -
1944 | 1945 1st | 8th | 15th | 22nd
WHOLESALE £ ! i
Industrial Materials ........... N TR T R NSRRI ‘100 ST |
Canadian Farm Products .......... ceese | 104.3 |104.4 1104.5 104.6 $104.6 1104.9
COST OF LIVING (1st of month) st s i RO o (AR | i gs 118l sttt gy
INEETRC, "~ dl e, ey s A SRS S < v o Al Benc S B0 0] RBORD e == 180416 <snr s mom e
INV?STORS' PRICE INDEX(IOO com. stocks)| 82,0 | 89.4 88.8 VB .7 G2 | 9l
T T T e us | o8B TEE 83.7 865.3 | B6.4 | 88,8
LB L e R T eset- | JOBVY MORE l20daa | 206.3 }111.8 1114,4
uINING STOCK PRICE INDEX (25 stocks).. | 77.5 | 85.6 89.1 90.4 | 90.4 ( 9t.8
RIS . . 5% = - C RS 6 e amaiatad & A R.E | 8 85.3 86.2 ! B6.B 87.3
3 Bakis BIAEHEREY ook o e N B, 64 88.6 93.9 94,4 ) 96.4 | 95,7 ’ 98.4
TOMINION OF CANADA LONG-TIRM BONDS ! , : \
ignh Tl b T ESelUEL el | WE JERT LW 96,7 | 96,7 | 96.%

/ Week ends Prlday instead of Thursday.
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