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PRICL MOVMINTS, AUGUST, 1946 (PRILIMINARY)

YHOLMSAL™: The weekly index of Canedian famm product prices rose 1.1 points to 111.0
between July 26 and August 23. This was almost entirely due to an increase

of 10¢ per bushel in the initial payment to farmers for wheat sold off the farm. Field

products moved up 2.1 points to 100.0 as s result of the wheat increase and higher hay

prices. Howover, pricos for rye, barley, potatocs and onions moved lower during the month,

In th~ animsl producte s~ction rcasier quotations for steers, lsmbs end fowl nullifi~d

advances in hogs, calves and eggs, to lower the index 0.4 to 129.5.

Industrial material prices moved higher in August »1so, the compcsite index
for 30 ecommoditics advancing by 2.3 points to 105.0 betwe~n July 26 =nd August 23. Menu-
facturing material 1tems registered a gain of 4.4 points to 90.3, due to bigher prices for
1linseed o0il and raw cotton. Five food commodities stiffened 0.3 to 106. ., reflecting
upturre in hoge whish outwelghed weakness in steers. The stable price group wes unchenged
at 123.00
COST OF LIVIIG: (Increase since August, 1939, 24,6 p,c.—~from 100.8 to 125.6). The

Dominion Burcau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanccd from 125.1
on July 2 to 125.6 for August 1, 1946, TFoods, clothing, homefurnishings and services,
and the miscellaneous budget groups contributed to this increase. Seesonal declines for
vegetables snd fruits were not sufficient to balence seassonal gains for eggs plus other
advances for dbuttor ~nd meats, ond the food index rose from 144,2 to 144.7. Increascs in
prices of men's wear contriduted the major part of s rise in the clothing index from
126.4 to 127.6. The homefurrishings and servicee serins moved up from 125.1 to 127.0,
due chinfly to advencrs in furriturc and chinawars, Tho miscellancous index geined
frectionally from 113.7 to 113.5., The indexes for rentals and fuel and light remsined
unchanged 2t 112.6 =nd 107.2 respectively.

SECURITIZS: TFor the third successive month common stock prices on Canadien exchenges
reglstored weaknecss, the Invostors' composite indox easing 1.9 p.c. to 113.1
batwarn the wonks of July 25 and August 29, Sprasmodie rallieca occurrerd during the first
half of August culminnting in an indrx p-nk of 119.3 on tho 15th, dbut thorcafteor pricos
moved progrossivoly lowsr. Group chong-a wor~ rolatively small, beverages declining
4,1 p.c, to 401.0 followed by trensportetion stoclks off 3.9 p.c. to 187.2; industriel
mines 3.2 p.c. to 91.7; and banks 3,2 p.c. to 130.5. Three groups were fimer, pulp and
phper shares rising 1.7 p.c. to 259,7! textiles and clothing 1.0 p.c. to 204,5, end powver
and trection 0.7 p.c. to 106.9. HNining shares, following the pettern set by industrisls
and utilities, weskened 0,8 p.c. to 88,5 botween July 25 snd August 29. Golds were down
0.8 p.c, to an index level of 76,5, while base metels receded 0.6 p.c. to 110.8. Dominion
sf Canada long-term bond prices vere slightly stronger in Auzust as indicated dy the
yirld on A theoreticsl 16-year 3 p.c. issue which declined from 2.63 on July 24 to 2,61
on August 28.

SUMMARY OF PRICE IiDEXES
(1926=100 for Wholessle Priccs)
(1935-39=100 for Cost of Living snd Sceurity Pricns)
i August, 1946
Weok ended -
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1945 | 1946
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Industrial Materials ........ creeesreses 99.8 1103.0 {102.9 | 103.1, 105.0 | 105.0 | -
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