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PRICE MOVEMENTS, SEPTEMBER, 1946 (PRELIMINARY)

YHOLESALE: The wholesale index of Canadian farm product pricesdeclined from 111,0 to

110,1 between the weeks of Auwgust 23 and September 27. Seasonal factors were
nainly responsible for a drop of 1.2 points to 98.8 in the fleld products group, For
this section, sharp losses were registered for potatoes and omions which outweighed
etrength in rye and hay, Animal products moved down O,4 poinis to 129.1 dus to declines
in livestock which overbalanced firmer egs prices,

Industrial material prices reportcd further frqctional increases in September
the composite index for 30 commodities advancing 0.1 to 105,7 between August 23 and Sep-
tember 27 due mainly to higher quotatinns for imported items, In the stable group firmer
dnotations for iron ore, crude oil and white lead moved the index up 0.8 to 125,4, The
ihdex for thirtcen manufacturing materials stiffened O Y4 to 90,7 reflecting strength in
raw cotton, The index for five foods, on the other hand, dropped 1.9 points to 104, 4
on lower prices for steers and hogs.

COST OF LIVING: (Increase since August 1939, 24,5 p.c.—from 100,8 to 125,5), Seasonal

declines in fresh vegetable prices during August were sufficient to
check an advance in the cost-of-living index dating from February, 1946. The index
declined from 125.6 en 4ugust 1, to 125.5 on September 3, 1946, The food group fell from
144,7 to 1U3,2, due almost entirely to lower quotations for vegetables; fruits were also
slightly lower but eggs recorded further moderate increases, The decline in foods was
almost balanced by continuing gains for clothing and homefurnishings, The clothing index
moved up from 127.6 to 129.6 for September,while homefurnishings and services advanced
from 127.0 to 128.4. The miscellaneous items series changed from 113.8 to 113,9. Fuel
and light remained unchanged at 107.2 and rentals at TR,

SZCURITIES: The decline in common stock prices on Canadian exchanges vhich has been under

way since June, accelerated in September, Between the weeks of August 29 and
September 26, the Investors! composite index of 100 common stocks dropped 8,3 p.c. to
103.7, cancelling 2ll gains accumulated since October 1945, Paced by a decline of 14,5
p.c. to 342.9 for beverages, all sub-groups registered weakness during the month; trans-
portation shares were down 13.9 p.c. to 161.2; pulp and paper 13.0 p,c, to 226.0; machinery
and equipment 12,7 p.c. to 159.3; and milling 12,6 to 119.7. Losses among mining stocks,
while not 80 severe as those noted for industrigleand utilities, were, nevertheless subs-
tantial, Betwecen August 29 and September 26, the composite index for 25 mining lssues
dropped 7.7 p.c. to 8L.7, rcflecting losses of 9.7 p.c. to 100,1 for base metals and 6.u
p.c, to 71.6 for golds. Dominion of Canada long-term bond prices were slightly easicer in
September as indicated by the yileld on a theoratical lj-year 3 n,c, issue which stiffened
from 2.61 on August 28 to 2.62 on September 25,

SUMIARY OF PRICE INDEXES
(1926=100 for Wholesale ¥rices)
(1935-39=100 for Cost of Living and Security Prices)
September, 1346
Week ended ~

September August
1945 1946

5th 12th 19th 26th
WHOLESALE {
Industrial Materials ..... MR [ S devens o ORI LESRS- (105.5 1054 REBR6" 10547
Genaddan Farm Producte ..... ... seeeuee 2066  1HL,1 110,5 110.5+ “EHenis - LT
COST OF LIVING (ist of month) .......... 119.9  125,6  commmmmemeecn 125,5 —emeemee e
Hocds .i.:... T LUl . 7 & kb s - RS e, RO e e 143,2 o

INVESTORS! PRICE INDF. (100 com.stocks) . 102.0 116, 110, 4 104.0 90,9 10N
SRSBERIEEIEIL R .y oo c oo 00eessnnsnssnase 09,0 110, 103.8 97.0 93,0  96.4
R R = f i s » o s e ] - 13053 128RT 116:6 1M.6° 1169.0
MINING STOCK PRICE INDEX (27 stocks) ... 94.5  89.7 86,3 2.0 TIT=E.  ELT
T TR e Y e T e s SRR R 71,3 616 71,6
B R . JTR, - Beomsis ol d e AV 6 112.1 © 1081 101.8 96.8  100,1
DCMINION OF CANADA LONG-TERM BOHDS

BT .. . 1ol sotes s bt o oo e« W6 85,0 84T gh,7 B5D . -850

4 Week ende Friday instead of Thursday.
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