
I- 

Pb1ishod by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, MP., 
( / 	mister of Trade and Commerce 

DARTMT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
MINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS - CANADA 

PRICES BRANCH 

For release, 3P.M., June 4, 194 81. 	 (Telephone 9-3913) 	- 

Dominion Statistician: 	Herbert.I4aha11. 
Director, Labour and Prices Stktit&JcIe Copy H F. Greenway 
Acting Chiof, Prices Branch: 	Fe H. Leacy 	-- 

1
1  

PRICE MOVTS, MAY, 1948 (pRIMINARY) 

COST OF LIVING: The D'minion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index rose from 151.6 
for April 1 to 153.3 for May 1, 1948. Substantial increases for moats 

and vegetables accounted for a major proportion of this advance. The food index 
mounted from 186.8 to 191.2; apart from meats and vegetables, price changes Were 
moderato with slightly lower citrus fruit quotations p.rtta11y offsetting scattered 
advancoa in other fod sub-groups. Increases for coal, coke and gas moved the fuel 
and 1jht index frt 1213 to 122.7, The rena1s index rose from 119.9 to 120.9. 
Chnges in clothing and homefurnishings were smai1 When compa.ed with thoso of the past 
few months. The diothing index rose fractionally from 172.9 to 173,6, while advances 
and declines in the homefurnishings and services group balanced, leaving this index at 
161.9. The miscellaneous item index likewiso remained inchanged at 122.9. 

From August, 1939 to May 1, 1948 the increase in the cost-of-living 
index Was 52.1 p.c. (frcm 1008 to 1533) 

Dominion Cost-of-Living Indexes (1935-39=100)  

	

fliel 	Home 

	

Combined Food. Rentand 	Oloth- furnish- 	Miscoll- 
Ind.ox I 	Light 	ing 	ings and 	aziecus I servicos 

May 1, 1948 153.3 il9l,2 120.9 1220 173.6 	1 161.9 122.9 
April 1,1948 151.6 1868 119&9 121*3 1729 161.9 122.9 
May 1, 194? 	...... 133.1 15449 115*4 116s2 140O 1386 116.8 

SECURITIES: The rise in industrial and utility stock prices continued at an accelerated 
rate in May as indicated by a gain of 7,8 points to 119.5 in the Investcrs' 

mdcx for 100 common stocks between the weeks of April 29 and May 27. In the same 
interval 16 utility stocks rose 9.6 points to 130.8, and 76 industrials 8.3 points tc 
114.3. Bank shares, on the other hand, were slightly easier, the index for 8 issues 
dipping 1.2 points to 126.8. Mining stocks were relatively steady in May, the composite 
mdcx fcr 30 representative issues changing from 84,2 to 84.3 botween April 29 and 
May 27. Sub-group changes showed the base metals series up 1.4 to 119.8 while 25 golds 
weakened 0,4 to 66,5. 

Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39=100 
Week ended -. 	Mont1y Averages 

	

April 	May 	May 	May 	May 	May I  April May 

	

29th 	6th 	13th 	20th 	27t 	1948 1948 	1947 

INVESTORS' PRICE IND( 

	

(100 Common Stocks) ........111.7 	111.8 	114.6 	120.2 	119. 	116.5 109.1'104.4 
76 Industrials ........ 	106.0 	106.4 	108.6 	114.4 	114. 	110.9 103.7 97.6 

	

16 Tjtiliti:s ............121.2 	119.9 	127.3 	133.2 	130,8 	127.8 116.5 115.6 

	

8 Banks ...............j 128.0 	128.5 	128.0 	130.1 	126,8 	128.4 127.7 130.7 
MINING STOCK PRICE INDEX 

	

(30 Stocks) .............. 	84,2 	1 	84.3 	82.1 	85.6 	84.3 	84.1 81.6 83.0 

	

25 Golds .................66.9 	67.3 	65.4 	68.2 	66.5 	66.9. 66,2 72.3 

	

5 Base Metals ...........118.4 	118.0 	115.2 	119.0 	119.8 	110.2' 111.9 102.7 
DOMINION OF CANADA LONG- 
.TBM B0I1DS - YIJD 	95.7 	95.7 	95.1 	95,1 	95.1 	95,3 96.5 84.6 

WHOLESALE PRICES (WLY): The weekly index of Industrial Material Prices, on the base 
1926=100, continued to rise, moving from 150.1 for the week 

ending April 30 to 151.5 for the week ending May 28. Among the more important commod. 
itles to show increases were wool, structural shapes, coal, oats and livestock, whilo 
raw rubber and raw cotton wore somewhat easier. The sharp rise, from 141.7 to 144.3, 
in the Canadian Farm Products index was duo largely to increases in grains, potatoes, 
livestock hides and wool. At the present level this index shows an advance of approxi-
mately 126 p.c. over May 1939. 

Wek1v Wholesale Price Indexes. 1926=100  
Week ended - . 	 Monthly Averages 	- 

Aril 	
?t? 14th 21st 28th 	r Industrial Materials ... 	150.1 	149.8 

Canadian Farm Products.. 	141.7 	142,6 
149.9 
142.7 

151.4 
143,9 

	

151.5 	150.7 

	

144.3 	143.4 
148.6 

1 140.3 
127.9 
124.6 
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